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Formation for Mission

Four new Council members
elected

Two former council-members
and two newcomers to the Magis Deo
Community’s Pastoral Council from an
original list of 19 candidates that included
couples and singles alike, (it should have
been 24 but five couples earlier officially
withdrew from the nominees’ list), were
elected by some 58 couples/singles who
trooped to the three designated poll
precincts last Friday, November 25th.
(Prescribed quorum was set by the
Comelec at 49 couples).

The four new councilmembers
are: Philip and Malu Panlilio, Ted and
Susan Concepcion, Lito and Jet Quimel,
Benz and Dina Dimanalata. The first two
couples have been in the council before,
while the latter two, are entering the same
for the first time. The Panlilios were the
only ones who garnered the prescribed
50% + 1 vote in just the first round; while
the other three couples, all came out
simultaneously on the third round.
Nobody among the seven couples left in
the list after the first round of voting
succeeded in getting in after the second
round of voting.

This annual ritual of the
community ended after only three rounds
of secret balloting that spanned close to

by Tony Arevalo

an hour of actual voting that was preceded
by the usual brief reflection led by
incumbent council vice chairperson
Monchito Mossesgeld. (Wife Tina was not
present due to an earlier commitment with
the Center for Ignatian Spirituality where
she serves as one of the Spiritual
Directors).

(The other two incumbent
councilmembers who will still serve one
full year together with the Mossesgelds
are Reggie and Daisy de Guzman, and
Eli and Edith Prieto; while the four
outgoing councilmembers are Tony and
Aida del Rosario, chaircouple; Tony and
Bambi Narciso, Levy and Roxanne
Expiritu; and, Monchet and Marylou
Albert).

It was observed that three of the
incoming council members come from the
North sector, and one from the South
sector. The Central Sector is represented
by one incumbent Council member. The

other two remaining incumbent Council
members are from the South.

Meantime, the five couples who
asked to be strickened off for various
reasons from this year’s

Happy Birthday Fr. Tanseco!

“For almost 20 years that we have been with
Magis Deo, Fr. Tanseco has been the source of
our spiritual inspiration. He has articulated our
sense that God transcends all religions. His life
reflects his teachings. He continous to challenge
us, in seeing God in all things, to do the same.”
Tony & Aida del Rosario
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Ted & Susan Concepcion Benz & Vina Dimanalata Philip & Malu Panlilio Lito & Jet Quimel

Reggie & Daisy de
Guzman tallying
the votes in the
North Sector
precinct in Cefam
(more photos on
page 7)

con’t on page 6
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con’t on the 3rd column below

Happy Birthday
Fr. Tanseco!

“Because of Fr. Tanseco, I learned to
listen to God and others”
Marcia Balderas

“Fr. Tanseco continues to inspire us
with his simple,humble, loving, and
other-centered life.”
Cesar and Noemi Baltazar

“”When my wife Jet and I took our
Discovery Weekend in 1980, a year
before we got married, we were so
inspired with the priest that we invited
him to officiate in our wedding. Eleven
years later, we took our ME under the
same priest and joined Magis Deo
thereafter. Whether F. Tanseco knows it
or not, he has been very much a
positive influence in oure married
life.”
Lito Quimel

Mossesgeld as Chair, Panlilio - Vice Chair, Dimanalata - Secretary
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Left photo: A most recent South Sector meeting
which are always very well attended by Post LSS
and BCGG shepherds and Ministry heads from
the South.

Waiting-in-action
from page 3

As the spiritual writer J.
Donders once wrote: “If we expect
Jesus only in the end, then we are
co-responsible for Christ’s
absence in this world here and
now.”

This is precisely what is
happening in our country today. So
many Christian Filipinos from all
sectors of our society are not yet
responding to Christ’s presence in
their lives. Let today’s Gospel
message be a divine warning to us
all, while there is still time. On the
other hand, there are quite a
number of our people who are truly
responding to Christ’s presence in
the here-and-now, without waiting
for the parousia. There is hope for
our country.

I am reminded of a Sufi story that
goes this way: “Past the seeker, as
he prayed, came the crippled and
the beggar and the beaten. And
seeing them, the holy one went
down into deep prayer and cried,
‘Great God, how is it that a loving
creator can see such things and
yet do nothing about them?’ And
out of a long silence, God said: ‘I
did do something about them. I
made you.’”

Brothers and Sisters, that means you
and me. All of us. That’s more than just
a Sufi anecdote. That’s God’s mission
for us who are not crippled and begging
and beaten. And with God’s grace, there
is indeed hope for our country. Let us be
watchful but not passive. Let us be
waiting-in-action, loving in all directions.

It is in this connection that I will
mention again Atty. Alexander Lacson’s
patriotic primer which has been gaining
momentum among more and more
groups. His 12 Little Things Every
Filipino Can Do To Help Our Country. One
of the latest institutions that invited him
was our own Loyola School of Theology
for their Theological Hour last
Wednesday. For the benefit of our readers
who still do not know about them, here
are the 12 Little Things in summary form:

“1.Follow traffic rules. Follow the
law.

 2. Whenever you buy or pay for
anything, always ask for an official
receipt.

 3. Don’t buy smuggled goods.
Buy local. Buy Filipino.

4. When you talk to others,
especially foreigners, speak
positively about us and our country.

5. Respect your traffic officer,
policeman, and soldier.

6. Do not litter. Dispose your
garbage properly. Segregate.
Recycle. Conserve.

7. Support your church.
8. During elections, do your

solemn duty.
 9. Pay your employees well.

10. Pay your taxes.
11. Adopt a scholar or a poor

child.
12. Be a good parent. Teach

your kids to follow the law and love
our country.”

This doable formula can indeed be the
“tipping point” toward a major revolution
in our country.

Holy risks
from page 3

Just last week, The Center for
Moderate Muslims (CMM) came out with
their Ten Outstanding Muslim Youth
(TOMY) 2005 awardees, and reported by
the local press. I cannot help but mention
just two of them as we end this homily.

Guiana Ibrahim is a policeman who
caught a robbery suspect whose gang had
killed a businessman three months ago.
Ibrahim returned intact to the victim’s
relatives the more than P1 million in cash
and checks which the robbers had stolen.

Datu Reza Sinsuat is a young lawyer
who now works for the National Anti-
Poverty Commission. He is determined
to continue his service for both Muslims
and Christians alike, and will pursue his
efforts to alleviate poverty in our country.

Let our daily commitment then be this
Ignatian prayer: “All that I have and
possess, Lord, you have given me. I return
it all to you. Dispose of it all, according
to your will. Give me only your love and
your grace, for this is enough for me.”

November birthday celebrants
during the blessing: Ciel

Yap,Bing Brillantes, Bambi
Narciso, Tina Mossesgeld, Aida

Del Rosario, among others.

Below: Fr. Alfredo Sabado, SVD, cel-
ebrant at Nov 11 Community Celebration
“God who is alive in our human history”

Below: More blessings
for Vic and Rose Arnaiz
- wedding anniversary.
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Sunday Homily
The Philippine Star

Ruben M. Tanseco, S. J.

What is life for if not to prepare
for death! And how does one
prepare for death? By loving God
and neighbor. And how does one
do this? By sharing one’s person,
time, talents and treasures even at
the risk of one’s own life. No buts.
No ifs. This is God’s message for
today. Take it or leave it. (Mt. 25:
14-30).

In other words, live life to the
fullest – giving it your human best
– and you will likewise die to the
fullest, in God’s hands. Of course,
easier said than done. But it can
be done.

As today’s First Reading points
out, this is incarnated by the typical
mother, who risks her life to give
birth to a new life beyond her own.
Not only that. “She reaches out her
hands to the poor, and extends her
arms to the needy.” (Prov. 31: 10-
13, 19-20, 30-31). After all, as the
Second Reading reminds us, “The
day of the Lord will come like a thief
in the night.” (1 Thes. 5: 1-6). But it
is not the darkness of night that He
brings. It is the Light of New Day.
Such is the divine paradox.

Our Lord keeps reiterating His
mission for us – individually, as
families, communities, as a
nation. No, it is not a mission
impossible. More and more are
responding to His call. Let me
single out just a few.

First, on the part of individuals.
In the midst of a materialistic,
profit-oriented neo-colonial culture,
especially among the youth, I
cannot help but look up to the
growing numbers of young men
and women who are entering
religious life, the priesthood, or
some form of lay ministry for
others. They dedicate the best
years of their lives for their
fellowmen, especially the poor and
oppressed.

For instance, many of the young
men in our Jesuit congregation
were already practicing
professionals when they entered
religious life. In the eyes of the
worldly – what a stupid thing to do!
But in the spirit of today’s Gospel
parable, they were like the servants
who invested all that was entrusted
to them and gained twice as much.

A couple of weeks ago, I officiated at
the wedding of a young couple. Years
ago, they met each other for the first time
as volunteer workers of the Jesuit
Volunteers Philippines (JVP), when they
were assigned in Davao and Zamboanga.
This newly-married couple will now start
their own home and family life, but will
not stop their professional service to the
community. The groom is involved in
development projects in Sulu, and the
bride works for the Ateneo center for
human rights. A couple-for-others.

On the macro-level, let us thank the
Lord for the latest survey findings of the
Social Weather Station (SWS)
concerning the Muslim-Christian
relationships in our country. Since the
Philippines is a predominantly Christian
country, an unfavorable attitude toward
our Muslim brothers and sisters had been
existing in the past, brought about
originally by the biased Spanish-
Christian colonizers of our country. The
recent SWS survey shows that the
majority of our people now have a
favorable attitude toward Islam. In fact,
Islam is known to them as a religion of
peace, not of violence. Lord, our profound
gratitude for this major religious-political
breakthrough.
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Advent means a “coming”. The
season of Advent which starts
today, is a liturgical and ritualistic
remembering of the first coming of
Christ to become one among us.
Christmas. But beyond the
remembering is the reality that
Christ comes to us in our day-to-
day life. Are we aware of this? Do
we in fact respond to his loving,
persistent presence in our lives, so
that when the moment of our mortal
death comes, He finds us waiting-
in-action?

In faith, I take this more as the
relevant meaning of today’s
Gospel parable in our lives. “Be
watchful! Be alert! You do not know
when the time will come.” (Mk. 13:
33-37). We cannot afford to be
caught unaware. Each day that
comes is a day closer to our death.

November 13, 2005
Holy risks

Waiting-in-action

con’t on page 2 con’t on page 2

November 27, 2005

We do not know the exact day or
hour. All we know is that our time
is precious and limited. And
whether we are aware of it or not,
our lives are constantly changing
and fragile. So we better “be
watchful” for the signs of Christ’s
unmistakable presence in our daily
lives, so that we can constantly
respond by loving-in-action. Loving
God and loving our neighbor as we
love ourselves.

Otherwise, if we keep referring
to Christ’s coming as the Second
Coming at the end of time or
parousia, we will tend to
continually delay, procrastinate, or
even forget our intended response
to Christ’s call.



4 MAGISMagis

EDITORIAL

Magis

Please send articles/reactions/feedback to
magisnewsletter@yahoo.com

Editorial Board
Aida del Rosario

Tina A. Mossesgeld        Joy S. Uy-Tioco

Managing Editor
Beth Fuentes

Assistant Editors
Tony Arevalo                  Ferdie Cruz

Photography
Anchit Chua Chiaco

Business Manager
Tony Narciso

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE MAGIS DEO COMMUNITY

Christmas in these trying
times?

           DECEMBER  2005

 Once again the airwaves jar
our consciousness with the
familiar tunes and sounds of
Christmas.  The shops and stores
are all dressed up in tinsel trees
and styrofoam snowmen, paper
and silk poinsettia in red and
green, plastic holly, images of
Santa Claus and his reindeer, stuff
and more stuff in dizzying colors
and numbers – the stock
assurances that things are all right.
Or will be, just avoid the rush and
buy your presents now.

But we all look around us, listen
to the news, watch the TV footage,
and realize that things are not all
right.  This particular Christmas
arrives in the midst of the most
terrible political and economic
crises that Filipinos have known
since EDSA !, the result of
pretending for far too long, that
things were all right.  We seem to
have a penchant for letting history
repeat itself with a vengeance
before our very eyes.  There is the
most profound crisis in governance
at the highest level, deception and
corruption among our leaders,
hunger and poverty among the
great masses of our people,
natural calamities, the continuing
oil price hikes, the growing anxiety
about terrorism and political
turbulence in our country; we can
go on and on… Who can think of
Christmas in these trying times?

And yet it is precisely at a time
like this that we need to think of

by Claire & Ed Palma

Christmas.  Not as a convenient
escapist occasion for over-
indulging in lavish presents and
elaborate parties, in signature
brands of clothes and
accessories; not as the fancy fairy
tale depicted in expensive
Christmas cards, but as the very
real story of a real God born as
man to offer hope and courage,
love and joy to humanity, to us
Filipinos, in the midst of darkness
and despair.

This God has chosen a humble
and quiet birth.  But we choose to
celebrate it with pomp and glitter.
Perhaps as we reflect on what is
happening to our country, in the
enforced simplicity and poverty of
our times – freed from the burden
of shallow external celebrations –
we can come much closer to the
deep mystery and joy of that birth.

We can experience the real
meaning of Christmas by choosing

not to let our Christianity get stuck
in Bethlehem.  We can choose as
the baby in the stable did, to go off
to Calvary; to live out our faith with
courage and perseverance,
becoming living witnesses against
personal evil and social injustice,
by walking with the poor and the
oppressed, and being in solidarity
with them, by standing among the
ranks of those struggling to restore
good governance, integrity and
justice in our country; and together
decide to stop pretending that
things are all right, and work – with
the grace of our Lord God – to
make things all right.

We can celebrate Christmas
now in these trying times!
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COUNCIL CORNER

Rites of passage
by  Tony and Aida del Rosario

 Chaircouple, Magis Deo Community Pastoral Council

ISSUE NO. 12

By the time you read this we shall
have elected new replacements to
the Pastoral Council. It is an annual
ritual we go through to sustain the
continuity of leadership in Magis Deo.
It is also a process to allow our
community to introduce new blood
into its composition. The process is
not perfect. We have seen a
tendency for some of us to be
regularly re-elected to the Council.
Perhaps this comes about from
inertia, from differences in personal
circumstances and commitment.
There is a need for orderly leadership
change to make room for others,
who can breathe fresh responses to
the needs and aspirations of our
community. It is our prayer that this
will have been reflected in the
November 25 elections. Meanwhile,
on behalf of the out going members
of the Pastoral Council, we thank
you for the opportunity to have served
Magis Deo.

As we come to the end of this
year, perhaps it will be timely to revisit
what we said we would like to do last
January.

We asked ourselves these
questions: What kind of person do I
want to be?

What kind of community are we?
What praxis do we really follow?
How does it define us as we are
now?

During our January 15 Planning
Workshop, these emerged as the
focus areas for our 2005
PROGRAM, not necessarily in their
order of priority:

1.Re-orient our membership.
Rekindle commitment to Magis Deo
and its goals.

2.Encourage our membership to
complete Magis Deo’s formation
programs.

3.Design a way of assessing how
we are coming along with regard to
our spiritual growth, our community
formation and outreach programs.

4.Intensify shepherds formation.
The Lord said: “Feed my sheep”.

5.Ensure consistent and aligned
BCGG praxis.

6.Encourage presence and
commitment to community activities/
outreach.

7.Address organizational issues
and concerns.

In my letter to Magis Deo last
January 2005, I  wrote: “We say  we
are an Ignatian Community seeing
God in all things, striving to be
contemplatives in action. We
recognize that we are not an
evangelist community, certainly not
a covenanted one. We are not
particularly faithful in paying our
monthly dues, or in participating in
our community celebrations. But we
have also agreed to do more for
God: to do better in our prayer life, to
reach out more to one another in
fellowship and prayer and to others
outside our community. This is

especially compelling for the poor
through our Suyuans and other
outreach projects. We have pledged
to live by our 4 ESSES: simplicity,
stewardship, sharing and service.

Magis Deo was born in the midst
of radical changes taking place in
our country. The older among us
remember those days with a special
yearning. We were going through
our own changes of heart, our
conversions and epiphanies. We
had clarity of purpose and freshness
of commitment. Those of us who
have joined Magis Deo later have
also had our own encounter”. Having
discovered GOD, we have
committed to walking with him in the
day-to-day rhythm of our lives. “

There have been new threats to
the political and economic stability
of our country. We are confronted
by continuing challenges to our
sense of what is right or wrong. If
we have felt helpless in these
circumstances, we have also been
offered the opportunity “to do little
things for our country” which we can
do on our own.

How did we do this year in the
light of what we resolved to pursue
last January? Only you can answer
this question for yourself. Only we
collectively can answer this question
for our community. Has the fervor
dimmed? December is a good time
for reflection, for giving thanks to
GOD for His many blessings, and
to resolve to do better!

May the Good Lord continue to
bless us all and especially during
this coming Holy Season.
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RANDOM THOUGHTS

A.R. AREVALO, Jr.

Sayings for staying saner

            DECEMBER  2005

Our ever-growing penchant for
entertainment in this day and age,
appears boundless. This industry, indeed
at the height of its boom, includes our
fondest gadget — the celfone with all its
rich features — and the much patronized
boob tubes, videoke clubs and
coffeeshops. These are just some of our
specific ways of getting entertained. A
friend justifies the same as virtual
necessities; that we need them and their
kind for they are our only means of
numbing ourselves or perhaps escaping
for some brief, fleeting moments from
certain harsh realities in life.

I somehow concur with the situationer
steadily transforming from bad to worse.
One only scrutinizes prices of basic
commodities and we’ll know for sure that
these are times that will really try men’s
souls. However, I still have an ounce of
wisdom and courage not to join the tide
of folks trying, nay opting to escape from
harsh realities.

I take refuge and strength from what
St. Francis de Sales said centuries back:
“We shall steer safely through every
storm, so long as our heart is right, our
intention is fervent, our courage is
steadfast, and our trust in fixed firmly on
God.”

And in this Advent season, one
wonders how oneself (me included) and/
or one’s family can have a much livelier,
more pleasant and wholesome holidays.
But while the times will certainly deny
us, the masses in particular, such a wish,
the Yule season can and should still be
a source of true joy and happiness even
in the very state of want. As Henry David
Thoreau said and to which I truly
subscribe to, “We are rich in proportion
to the number of things we can do
without.”

True enough, I realize that that
thought should not preoccupy me right
now, for it is not only frustrating to hanker
for what we have been deprived of and
cannot or can no longer have right now,
but more so, I am just missing the point.
Mundane pleasure is not the essence of
Christmas, or even of life. I should avoid
trying or even aspiring to be among the
Joneses who have the wherewithal to
easily make the holidays truly a bash. I
should focus more on how I can prepare

myself — my heart and soul — in
welcoming the Lord more and more into
my life, and to reflect this in all my
actions. That’s the crux of the matter for
the Yule season, and in fact, for any
season.   One thought though keeps me
in line, to keep my focus on, and do what
is right and true, and that is what Peter
Taylor Forsyth spoke of: “Unless there is
within us that which is above us, we shall
soon yield to that which is about us.”

And as I now look at 2006, I ask
myself that most basic question: what is
it that I want to achieve / achieve more
the following year? Goal-setting has been
among the important basics I impart to
my wards in school, but honestly
speaking, this is one of the things I myself
fail to constantly practice. And this
coming year could just be a source of
more frustrations given the present
scenario in our country. So given the
bleak or grim, if you will, scenario, what
is there to aim for? It is probably better
to imitate others who have shunned
dreaming of a better and more meaningful
life. That it will be a lot more comforting
for me to just coast along, and do what
needs to be done. To seek no challenge
and just be as passive as those who
seem to have resigned themselves to
what is and what will be. That thought
has entered my mind as the better option,
the better route to take. Ah, but this
thought of I. P. Jacks has haunted me no
end, that “ the enemy of the best is not
the worst, but the good enough”. And
whenever I think of my being a Magis Deo
shepherd, I will only be embarrassed no
end if I will entertain such a deplorable
thought.

What then should be a good motto to
stay on the road less traveled? What
should I take note of as I resume the
journey towards the Lord in the midst of
all these unpleasant events in life and
notwithstanding my occasional falls and
setbacks? Good that I am reminded of
this from time to time: “Hold fast to your
dreams, for it dreams die, life is a broken-
winged bird that cannot fly.”

These sayings seem to be among the
vitamins in my life of late. With them
serving as my constant reminders,
greater sanity and composure are no rare
commodity for me nowadays.

list of nominees are: Sisons, Yaps,
Arevalos, Dimayugas, and
ChuaChiacos.

The number of registered
voters totaled 58 couples and
singles alike. Breakdown per
precinct was as follows: 21
couples each from the North and
Central sectors, and 16 couples
from the South sector.

Meantime, the designated
poll precincts per sector with their
corresponding Comelec
representatives were Cefam for
the North (Regie and Daisy de
Guzman); Sanctuario de San
Antonio in Forbes, Makati for the
Central (Tony and Aida del
Rosario, Levy and Roxanne
Espiritu, Monchet and Marylou
Albert, Monchito Mossesgeld, and
Bambi Narciso; and at the Max’s
restaurant in Alabang for the South
(Eli and Edith Prieto). Electoral
results were relayed from one
precinct to another by the Comelec
members present at the three poll
precincts.

Dinner that preceded the
actual pre-polling reflection was
catered by community members
Cesar and Marivic Pareja.

Four
new councilmembers

elected
from page 1
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suffering.  I learned about the presence
of God in the midst of human suffering.
The argument of our common time
remains: “If God is absolute love, then
why does God allow us to suffer? If God
is almighty, then why is God seemingly
helpless against evil?”

Fr. Manoling explained that God
brings Shalom out of chaos.  God enters
our pain and our suffering.  Further, I was
moved with his statement that the more
we love, the greater our pain becomes
because the suffering of our beloved
becomes ours.  Without doubt, God is
with us in our pain and in our sorrow.
“Whenever you wept, every tear you
shed was mine.” (referring to our Lord
Jesus Christ, as uttered by one of the
participants in his previous retreats). It
made me remember a story that tells of
an eagle:

“An eagle will always fly directly into
the face of a storm.  Rather than let the
winds beat him back, he uses the wind
to help him find the calm within the
storm.”

I see the chaos as the storm. I see
the Shalom as the calm within the storm.

I see the eagle in me.
When asked to prepare our written

dialogue, defining our feelings and
forgiveness and how God called us to deal

with the problem, I was able to speak
with my mother whom I failed to thank
and say goodbye to before she passed
away. I asked for her forgiveness and
expressed my love in words I never had
the chance to say while she was still
alive, something that I regret to this day.
That day happens to be my parents’ 50th

wedding anniversary. It was the first time
I ever said “I love you Mom, thank you
with all my heart.”  I learned that life is
too short. We cannot show our kindness
and our love for our mothers and others
too soon, for we will never know how soon
it will be too late.

The words that were spoken, the
lectures and discussion, the group
sharing and the beautiful music of Fr.
Manoling have all transformed me to a
humbled and thankful person and clearly
defined the life I was meant to live.  I feel
that God’s most important messages
were all communicated directly to my
human soul.  The principles on
forgiveness and suffering, our choices
and our freedom, in this retreat have
formed in me a solid foundation for
making my decisions, as I found
solutions to dilemmas I constantly
struggle to face each day.  I am now
confident in choosing the path I will lead,
and have decided to make a difference

in my life.  I rediscovered the relevance
of our feelings and actions in keeping with
us the love of God and the best way to
redefine my goals in life, in pursuit of
spiritual, personal and emotional maturity.
God’s love and grace has flown on me
on this AIR, I was able to reestablish the
moral and ethical foundations of my
Christian life.  And as to the questions
that had lingered on my mind? I guess I
finally found the answers I didn’t know
were there.

Cecille C. Peralta
Annual Ignatian Retreat
Sacred Heart of Jesus Novitiate
October 14-16, 2005

The author is a member of the Magis
Deo Class 56, a former Far East Banker,
Part time Program Assistant at the
World Bank and has recently been a
Staff Consultant at the Asian
Development Bank. She and Jonathan
used to manage Flowers from Heaven
Flower Shop in New Manila, QC. She is
actively involved at St. Peter’s Parish
QC’s  Lectors and Commentators Group.

The couple would like to express their
deepest and sincerest gratitude to their
shepherds Charley and Jay Ng Sy, Leony
and Mia Parada, Ferdie and Lyn Cruz,
for their immeasurable assistance in their
spiritual formation.

Feeling God’s love on AIR
from page 9

Magis Deo members
discern who should
lead them.  They
voice out their choices
as shown in photos.

Photos: Abbey Tumbocon and Ferdie Cruz
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On Oct. 22-23, 2005, a Life in the
Spirit Seminar or LSS was conducted at
the Loyola House of Studies for 26
couples. Spiritual Director was Fr. Ed
Fernandez, a Rogationist priest
assigned to the Our Lady of Beautiful
Love Parish of Merville Subdivision,
Paranaque. The Magis Deo LSS
Committee, headed by Eve and Gene
Banez were assisted by members of the
OLBL LSS Community who provided the
facilitators Magis did not have.

Magis Deo provided the
working team, pre-LSS
Shepherd’s Orientation and
Shepherding Workshop (LSS
shepherding is 1:1 – different
from BCGG and ME
shepherding). Magis Deo
sharers the Dizons, the
Policarpios, the Narcisos
witnessed their own
experiences of God’s
Unconditional Love, New Life
and Growth in Community in that order.
The Magis Deo choir was in full
attendance for the two days. For some
reason, no one in the working team
remembered to coordinate with the guitar
group – Claro, Edison, Eli, Ronnie,
among others, who have faithfully
rendered service for the past how many
years. That neglect should be addressed
this coming year. They are one rich
source of community talent who have
generously shared their gifts in the past,
and who, trust God, are willing to continue
giving more.

The volunteers from the OLBL
Charismatic Community provided
facilitators (most notable of whom was
Myra Lapus) who handled the preparation
of the Lambs for the Baptism, who led
team, shepherds and lambs for
spontaneous prayer, exhortations and
anointings. A full choir and band came
for the Mass and the Baptism - drums,
keyboard, electric guitars! They also
brought in a couple from their community
who shared on the topic “Transformation
in Christ”.

Most impressive were the OLBL
“prayer warriors” – their vigil team. The
Magis working team leaders met with the
“prayer warriors” of the OLBL community
the Thursday before the LSS to pray for
lambs, shepherds, one another. The
experience was both strange and
moving. As we knelt before the altar of

Life in the Spirit Seminar
An overwhelming experience

by Joy S. Uy-Tioco

the seminary chapel, the fervor of their
prayer as they spontaneously prayed in
tongues was more than evident; some
of the prayer we could understand, some
we could not. For the five of us, long
accustomed as we were to the internal
and external silence of Ignatian prayer,
it was a different experience. But clear
was the power of the petitioners’ desire
to beg God, Lord of all, to shower His
blessings on our communal endeavor to
bring others closer to Him.

 Magis Deo will also provide the
evaluation, study and reporting to the
community. Formation team will be
meeting soon to compare new practices
and old with an eye to the immediate
future – our LSS program for 2006. Some
practices in the past that will be up for
discussion are the re-introduction of the
four pre-LSS prayer meetings which is the
substantial preparation for the LSS
weekend itself.

Ogie Reyes, who has facilitated our
LSSs for many years was a one-man show.
He took care of everything from giving the
inputs, to work shopping the sharers’
talks, to giving the shepherds’ pre-LSS
Orientation, and to directing the flow of
talks, music and all the activities during
the week-end. A tough act to follow, but
as Bro. Ogie has constantly reminded us
over the years, it was time for Magis Deo
to look for and develop other resources

con’t on page 10
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AIR 1, cancelled twice, was finally
conducted Oct. 14-16, 2005 with Fr.
Manoling Francisco, SJ, as Spiritual
Director. A conference or preached
retreat, AIR 1 was held on the grounds
of Sacred Heart Novitiate with 35
participants many of whom begged to be
included in the waiting list. Our
community is becoming aware of the
importance of the AIR retreats. Evidence
of the great desire was that the
coordinating team (Suni Rodriguez,
Maricel  and Joey Suarez, Cora
Buenaventura) was able to implement
collection of 50% downpayment two
weeks before the weekend. This is a first
in our Magis history!

At the end of the retreat, 28
retreatants were able to articulate their

AIR 1: God’s
grace abounds

con’t on page 11

by Joy S. Uy-Tioco

gratitude for God’s unconditional love for
them – the main point of the retreat. This
is a very high percentage and is very
encouraging. The Spiritual Director’s
presentation was concrete, organized
and substantial. It was a truly graced
retreat.

Feedback from the Director: since we
were Ignatian in spirituality, he was
surprised to discover at first participants
were confused and didn’t know what to
do with the time set aside for reflection.
But he quickly recovered and made the
necessary adjustments. From the Magis
end, this is an affirmation of how
important a regular prayer life is. The
people who enter the 3 day retreat profit
more if their own experience of silencing
and praying with scripture is already firm.
From the point of view of the organizers,
orientation, whether given by one of the
novices, or one of the coordinators, should
include a tour of the many chapels  and
the grounds which are available for
reflection and quiet prayer.

Feedback from participants: Sana
Maulit Muli.

In 1999, I asked the Lord to give me
suffering.

It has been five years since I left the
Bank after working for ten years. In the
same year, Jonathan and I joined the
Magis Deo Communty. Months later, my
mom passed away.  Barely five years
ago, we opened our flower shop
business, and in the same year had our
Spiritual Deepening Retreat.

I came to the AIR unprepared.  I am
one of those people who continually
sought the presence of God, but do not
completely understand the real meaning
of the purpose of Christian life, my life in
general.  Yet I have a child-like faith in
God. I always have questions on my mind,
questions that were left unanswered long
before I came to the AIR.  To me, life is
such a big canvass, but I don’t know
exactly which paint and color I should
choose so I could finish and watch my
masterpiece later in awe.  I know  my life

Feeling God’s love on
AIR

“Faith is seeing light with your heart,
 when all your eyes see is the darkness ahead.”

in itself is a masterpiece, and I allow the
hand of God working to help me paint this
canvass and throw all the right and
beautiful colors on it.

Through God’s hand working again, I
learned about the AIR. I needed the AIR
so badly after a long absence from the
community, having within me spiritual
emptiness and unresolved internal issues.
I needed to reexamine my life and my
purpose. I wanted to learn about spiritual
depth and maturity, one that will eventually
lead me to refine my character as God’s
child.

This AIR became a perfect period of
learning and relearning about prayers and
its graces, the love of God, freedom and
choice, forgiveness, feelings, emotions
and commitment.  To me, the most
important part was the discussion on

by Cecille C. Peralta

con’t on page 7
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New BCGG
heads

commissioned
Three couples were

commissioned as new Basic
Christian Growth Group (BCGG)
heads in simple commissioning
rites during the Community
Celebration held September 2nd at
the Lay Formation Center in San
Carlos Seminary in Guadalupe.

The newly-commissioned
BCGG chair couples were: Danny
and Charito Dimayuga of Sirach
BCGG (vice Tony and Lynne
Arevalo); Rey and Nitz Eslava of
Micah BCGG (vice Joy Uy-Tioco);
and, Frank and Fe Garcia of
Philippians (vice Pol and Mel
Policarpio).

Tina Mossessgeld, Council
Adviser (together with Monchito)
for Praxis Ministry, read the
commissioning pledge, while Fr.
Ruben Tanseco, Magis Deo
Community Spiritual adviser and
Mass celebrant, blessed the
couples.

More BCGG heads could
be commissioned before the end
of the year should new BCGGs are
formed after the post-LSS (Life in
the Spirit Seminar) members shall
have completed their weekend live-
in Spiritual Deepening Retreat
(SDR) at Canossa Retreat House
in Tagaytay City before the year
ends

Meantime, the key
responsibilities of the BCGG
shepherds are formative as well as
administrative.  Their functions
include helping the BCGG
members live out Ignatian
spirituality by having a regular
prayer life, deepen their
experience of God in their prayer
as well as in their prayer.  They must
motivate their members to deepen
their formation by attending the

� � � � � � � � � �
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community’s basic formation
programs such as the Family
Encounter Weekend, Christian
Parenting for Peach and Justice
and the Annual Ignatian Retreats
(AIR).  Their administrative
functions include scheduling the
BCGG meetings and motivating
the members to attend the BCGG
as well as community activities like
the community celebrations.  They
are also expected to lead their
members in being involved in
outreach projects at the BCGG or
sector levels.

Needless to say, shepherds
cannot give what they do not have:
So they also need to be steeped
in Ignatian spirituality and live this
out through a regular prayer life,
undergo  formation programs, and
be involved in sector and
community activities including
outreach projects of the
community.

Life in the Spirit Seminar
from page 8

and talent. A very fruitful consultation with
him highlighted the importance of
PREPARATION for the LSS: Preparation
of Shepherds who are tasked to help
Lambs become aware of God’s
unconditional love and consequently
desire to return to God through the
sacrament of Reconciliation. Preparation
of Lambs, preparation of sharers, choir,
the working team, and most important
of all, the community who unites with
lambs, shepherds, working team in
prayer – before, during, and after, the LSS
weekend itself. In the words of Edith
Prieto, who with spouse Eli, chaired the
LSS committee for the last five years,
by the time the LSS weekend opens for
its first activity, all the Lambs should be
in the proper disposition for the week-
end: open to the leadings of the spirit,
open to freely responding to those
leadings. That in a nutshell summarizes
the goals of all pre-LSS activities.

Equally important would be the Post-
LSS activities which should serve as a
bridge between the LSS which is
charismatic in format, and the SDR,
which is Ignatian. Fr. Ruben has always
argued that the two can be
complementary spiritualities – needs
change at different stages of our spiritual
lives. A reflection and discussion session
immediately after the weekend could
provide the venue for participants (and
shepherds) to not only express their
experiences of the gifts God gives them,
but to reflect on how they intend to
sustain and nurture those graces after
the week-end. This is a good time to re-
present and offer the formation programs
of Magis Deo as our commitment to their
continuing growth.

Here it would be very good to get a
facilitator who is used to the psycho-
spiritual approach who can explain the
overlap between what we call
“psychological” and “spiritual”. This is
one area where the Ignatian and the
Charismatic prayer experiences can
dialogue. God hears all tongues that pray.

The experience was overwhelming –
was the consensus taken from ambush
interviews with Lambs. Shepherds asked
for comments were not too unanimous
in reactions – partly, we suspect,
because they are already accustomed
to silence as the means to focusing on
listening to God in prayer. There were
snags, mostly in communication, but
thanks to those who have given their
observations and suggestions, these can
be addressed for next year. Abangan ang
susunod na kabanata! LSS 2006 waits
for feedback from shepherds, lambs,
team, and observers.
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T h e
P h i l i p p i a n s
BCGG did it
again for the 4th

time sponsoring
a Suyuan
seminar for the
people in their

Suyuan at Bicutan
area last November 13, 2005. This
time it was held at the 2nd floor of
Sagrada Familia Parish in
Bagumbayan, Taguig. Recipients
of the suyuan were 20 couples who
were to be married the following
Saturday. Facilitators for the day
were Pocholo and Merly Cea of
Agnus Dei BCGG and on hand to
help the Philippians were the 1st

batch of the Suyuan. The seminar
was capped with a mass at 6:00
P.M. This area is the outreach of
the Philippians BCGG thus they
were able to request for funds from
the Outreach Ministry.
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Feedback from Fr. Manoling, kitchen
staff, and two other retreat-givers who
were also at Sacred Heart: “Aba – silent
ang Magis Deo”. Congratulations, Magis
Deo! We are growing up. Also the working
team made a real effort to remind people
to keep the silence.

AIR 1, is the first and foundational
retreat of the Annual Ignatian Retreat
series which was developed for Magis
Deo, by the team of Fr.Mon Bautista,
Claire Palma, Tina Mosssesgeld, among
others. It is intended as a deepening of a
deepening and recommended for
members who have finished the SDR. The
topic, “God’s Love, Salvation and our
Christian Response” is the basis of our
spirituality and the foundation of our
relationship with God. Another AIR 1
retreat will be offered in July 2006. In
response to the growing number of
requests from graduates of AIR 1,2,3,4,5,
an AIR 6 will be offered on February 17-
18-19. The topic will be “The Kingdom”
and focus on God’s kingdom, the one that
is here, on earth, not the one waiting for
us when we die in His love and grace.

AIR 1:
God’s grace abounds

 from page 9

Suyuan at
Sto. Nino Catholic Community

Facilitators are
Ferdie & Sheila
Joson of Sirach
(left photo) and
Nilo & Lou Sta.
Maria of
Magnificat  (right
photo)

The 1st  Suyuan in Concepcion, Malabon
City thru the sponsorship of Sto. Nino
Catholic Community was held last 27
November 2005 was attended by 15 couples.

Assisting are
Shane & Tina
Pangilinan of
ME 79 (right

photo)and June
& Che Vioya of

ME 82 below
photo) .



12 MAGISMagis

Calendar of Activities
December 2005 to February 2006

Birthday Celebrants
DECEMBER

Wedding Anniversaries
DECEMBER

1 Flor Pison Micah 6:8
Malou Mateo Sirach
Emilio Tombocon John
Garry Luyun Class 67

2 Armi Aguila Genesis
Ching Estarija Ignatians

3 Allan Vera Class 67
5 Raymund Cornejo

Gary Jose CIA/Wisdom
Joyce Dilla Class 77

8 Boy Sevilla John
Myling Hernandez Class 74
Conception Cagun Class 79

9 Emma Jimenez John
Rock Mendonez Galilee
Jenny Fernandez Class 67
Jo Pajol Class 69

11 Eli Prieto Genesis
Roxanne Espiritu Beatitudes
Yoling Sevilla John
Abby Tombocon John
Lulu Nishimori Class 74

12 Ma. Cecilia Santiago Class 78
Ricardo Yumol Class 81
Ma. Cecilia Santiago Class 78

13 Leo Soliman Cor./Sothel
Adurno Garcia Class 79

14 Ricky Consulta Mustard Seed
15 Lynne Arevalo Sirach

Rey Eslava Micah 6:8
Edith Imperial Ignatians
Tina Pangilinan Class79

17 Dhet Galido Class 67
Benny Gallo Class 74

18 Chito Sarte
Rommel Agan Class 75

20 Levy Espiritu Magis XLI
21 Ted Concepcion Arch. Gabriel

Jimbo Figueroa Class 67
22 Saani Tolentino Class 67

Rita Brawner Sirach
23 Bong Punsalan Sirach

Vicky Babaran Arch./Gabriel
24 Nina Yuson Sirach

Daisy de Guzman Cor./Sothel
Mabel Lizardo Class 73
Ma. Belen Posadas Class 76

25 Christmas
28 Beth Fuentes Ignatians

Owen Badilla
Noel Ventigan John
Babee Barreiro Class 74
Eden Alay-ay Class 76
Inocencio Angeles Class 77

29 Francis Llamas Beatitudes
Joy Jose CIA/Wisdom

30 Jimmy Daza Class 81
31 Sylvia Sangco John

Ma. Lourdes VelascoClass 77
Alma Perez Class 79

1 Philip & Lea Abad Class 71
Alvin &
Emmie Punzalan Class 71

3 Gerry &
Lei Gonzales CIA/Wisdom
Rodrigo &
Ma. Lourdes Perez Class 78
Rodolfo &
Elvira Lubguban Class 81

4 Modesto &
Ma. Elena Ruiz Class 77

6 Dhel & Alma Perez Class 79
8 Conrad &

Jing Fajardo Ignatians
Mannie &
Pam Castillo Thessalonians
Rommel &
Rose San Pedro Mustard Seed

9 Eric &
Chari Alberto CIA/Wisdom
Alan & Myla Aguado Class 71

11 Roger &
Ella Olaguer Arch. Gabriel
Ed & Sol Macalalad Emmanuel
Jeszar &
Terry Pangilinan Class 78

12 Ferdie &
Sheila Joson Sirach
Ever & Hiyas Dioco Class 68

13 Eric &
Myling Hernandez Class 74

14 Rene &
Rosie Santos Micah 6:8
Ed & Lhen Simbre Class 68
Ogie & Jhoe Ligon Class 71

15 John-John & Paz Nery
Ed & Edith Imperial Ignatians

16 Ising & Tere CorderoMusic Ministry
Rey & Nette Arceo Beatitudes
Emil & Iring Sy Class 79

17 Gani & Jen Cataring Class 74
18 Alex & Myra Kho John

John &
Kleng Cobico Thessalonians
Gene &
Leony Escosia Emmanuel

            DECEMBER  2005

December
04 Family Day – Sunday
09-11 SDR Canossa Ret. House Fr. Ruben Tanseco, SJ;PhP3,500/couple
18 Tala-gift giving
25 Birthday of Jesus

February

4-5 CPPJ CeFam, PhP250.00/each
10-12 MEW BLD Covenant House

Fr. Ted Gonzales; PhP3,500/couple
10-12 ME-2 St. Scholastica,Tagaytay

PhP3,000/couple

19 Ross &
Mimi Parayno Arch. Gabriel
Paul &
Jing Alvarez Class 81

20 Philip &
Malu Panlilio Mustard Seed

21 Mel &
Beth Fuentes Ignatians

22 Dick &
Rowena Yulo Arch. Gabriel
Rey &
Lucy Mella Thessalonians
Tony &
Bambi Narciso CIA/Wisdom
Benjie & Fely Santiago
Kapatiran Kay Kristo
Carlos &
Ruby Pizarro Lights
Ed &
Teret Ombina Class 76

23 Josephus &
Emma Jimenez Cana
Bill & Ching Estarija Ignatians
Alvin &
Maritoni Maravilla Class 77
Inocencio &
Elizabeth Angeles Class 77

24 Nelson &
Precy Lomod
Noel &
Eva Ronquillo Class 68

25 Gene &
Vita Floredo Ignatians

26 Rey &
Nitz Eslava Micah 6:8

27 Noel &
Maricel Morada Sirach
Raffy &
Janet Paredes Class 67
Mar &
Olive Medina Class 74
Derick &
Anna Reyrao Class 74
Ramon &
Lilibeth Quintos Class 75

28 Noel &
Yayette Ventigan Cana
Carlo &
Sheryl Serrano Class 77

29 Dhet &
Lala Galido Class 68

30 Neo &
Marivi Gonzales CIA/Wisdom

31 Joemar &
Solly Terencio Class 76
Rufo &
Lauren Dacanay Class 79

Wedding Anniversaries

January

6 Community celebration


