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Formation for Mission

Pinoy ba si Hesus?

Fr. Ruben M. Tanseco, S.J.

Reported by Tony Arevalo

How  well do we know you, St. Ignatius?
It’s your feast day on 31 July

and we thank God for giving you
to us as a beacon—yes, our
inspiration for how to know, love,
and follow Jesus with great
passion.                           ...page 4

If Christ were to be physically
present today, what would it be like
for Him?

Thus was Fr. Ruben
Tanseco’s thought-provoking
question at the most recent first
Friday’s teaching held at the
Layforce in Guadalupe, Makati last
June 3rd.

Fr. Ruben disclosed that
Christ had and still has deep
compassion for our people, for our
nation.; and, He knows about us: our
unstable democracy as well as the
vacuum in our democracy as
influenced by our various colonizers.

“We have a damaged culture,
and remains far from healed as this

did not develop a national character
among us; this despite EDSA 1 and
2, he added.

He’s among us, our kapwa
Pinoy, showing us how to be God’s
presence in our midst. He was, as

Fr. Ruben pointed out, the original
Pinoy to the fullest extent. Christ was
a political activist.

Fr. Ruben then exhorted the
audience to be active in Kapatiran
Para sa Kabutihan (KPK). He
announced that the teaching set on
Friday, July 1 at the Corinthian
Gardens will be a follow-up of his
talk, with Nandy Pacheco,
acknowledged leader of the anti-gun
movement, as guest speaker.

The teaching followed shortly
the Mass which Fr. Ruben likewise
officiated and which was initially
attended by many people, almost half
of whom were children of the
members.

This in essence was the
challenging statement contained in
a simple little book whose content
was delved into by the youthful
author-lawyer whom Fr. Ruben
asked to speak after him before
the Magis Deo community

members in attendance at the first
Friday teaching last June 3.

For the second part of the
teaching, Fr. Ruben introduced Atty.
Alex Lacson as the next speaker.
He is the author of the book: “12
Little Things Every Filipino Can Do
To Help Our Country”. Fr. Ruben
was one of the four known
personalities who wrote forewords
for the lawyer’s book.

Atty. Lacson started out his
talk by giving a testimonial of how
he and his wife Pia decided to stay
in the Philippines despite the
proddings of some friends and
even as their siblings and certain
relatives have already gone
abroad. He was often asked in
various fora: “What can we do to
help our country?”

“We should do something now for
our country!”

con’t on page 2
Atty. Alex Lacson

Reported by Tony Arevalo



2 MAGIS
JULY  2005

Magis

“We should do something ...”    from page 1
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What’s needed, according
to Atty. Alex, is a culture of
affirmation. Quoting Mahathir
Mohammad of Malaysia, he said
that “What happens to the family
happens to the country”.

From his readings of history,
Atty. Lacson determined that there
are four ways by which a society
can be transformed (these ways
reportedly come in four phases):

1) Revolution as in the cases
of France, Russia, and China,
but this did not achieve the
dream society the participating
players wanted; 2) Coup d’etat,
as in the case of Latin
America, South Asia and Africa
and where no real success
happened, too; 3) People
Power, as in the Philippines,

but the two EDSA incidents
failed to achieve the so-called
dream society, too; 4) Political
Process of building a real party
as what Lee Kuan Yew initiated
in Singapore, and  what
Mahathir Mohammad did for
Malaysia.

Atty. Lacson further opined that
a country goes down not so much
because of the evil being shown all
around, but when the very few good
people do nothing; our country will
not progress as long as there’s no
concerted action.

There is, he finally added, a
need for character change before
a change in government can take
place and there are four key traits
needed. These are: 1) honesty
(core of everyman’s character, just
as character is the core of
leadership, just as leadership is the
core of every success); 2) courage;
3) servant leadership; and, 4) true
love for the people

      As regards the movement he is
very much a part of, he said that
Kapatiran para sa Kabutihan
(KPK): is interfaith and not
exclusive nor biased. Its aim for this
year is to generate 1 million
members with each one
contributing P100 per month to the
movement.

      Several community members
including councilmembers
Monchet Albert, Jun Sison and
former councilchair Vic Reyes,
were among those who raised
questions during the talk. And one
of the thought-provoking posers
raised during the open forum was:
“Will this movement bring about
change?” To which Atty. Lacson
answered: “Quite hard to answer,
depends on Divine Providence”

12 Little Things
Every Filipino Can

Do to Help Our
Country

1. Follow traffic rules. Follow
the law.

2. Whenever you buy or pay
for anything, always ask for
an official receipt.

3. Don’t buy smuggled
goods. Buy local. Buy Fili-
pino.

4. When you talk to foreign-
ers, speak of good things
about us and our country.

5. Respect your traffic officer,
policeman and soldier.

6. Do not litter. Dispose your
garbage properly. Segregate.
Recycle. Conserve.

7. Support your church.

8. During elections, do your
solemn duty.

9. Pay your employees well.

10. Pay  your taxes properly.

11. Adopt a scholar or a poor
child.

12. Be a good parent. Teach
your kids to follow the law and
love our country.

       Atty. Alexander L. Lacson
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Pinoy ba si
Hesus?

Philippine Independence
Day. How paradoxically
appropriate is today’s Gospel
incident: “At the sight of the crowds,
Jesus’ heart was moved with pity
for them because they were
troubled and abandoned, like
sheep without a shepherd. Then he
said to his disciples, ‘The harvest
is abundant but the laborers are
few; so ask the master of the
harvest to send out laborers for his
harvest.’” (Mt. 9: 36-38).

In the midst of our
independence as a nation, after
many decades of freedom and
democracy, we are still where we
are. If Christ were physically
present with us today, what would
he be feeling, saying, and doing –
the human, ever-compassionate
Christ?

He would know in his heart
how we have become this way as
a nation – presently suffering
through an unstable democracy,
deep financial crisis, nationwide
corruption side by side with poverty
of the masses, and what-have-you.
Christ knows only too well our
tragic history as a people.

For more than 300 years,
we were under the Spanish
colonial powers, suffering as we
did from poverty to bigotry to all
kinds of humiliations and
injustices. They “Christianized” us
but in such a way that they
prevented us from loving and
responsibly governing our own,
God-given country by ourselves.
Finally, a God-inspired revolution
took place, triggered off by no less
than 3 Filipino priests – Fathers
Gomez, Burgos, and Zamora –
and carried through by Rizal,
Mabini, Bonifacio, and the rest of
our national heroes.

But after all that, we
became an American colony for
almost 50 years. From one set of
colonizers to another set of
colonizers, not to mention the
Japanese invaders who made us
suffer through the infamous death-
march from Bataan to Corregidor,
the terrible concentration camps in
Capas, and other unspeakable
injustices against our people.

We were really a damaged
culture, to say the least. We never
developed a national character of
our own, nor a deep concern for
the common good. These are what
we urgently need. Instead,
fragmentation and factionalism
invaded our cultural psyche.
Kanya-kanya. We have tried since
then to become a real democratic
nation, led by Almighty God
through Edsa 1 and Edsa 2. But
alas! Our damaged culture is far
from being healed.

But the Lord is not giving up
on us. Neither should we! Christ is
still very much with us – no longer
limited by His incarnated physical
body – but very much present with
us. His Spiritual Self is our closest
companion, everywhere and
anywhere. This is how much he
cares for us. We just have to be
aware of it and respond to it.

In his compassion, He
identifies with us. He is one among
us. He is our kapwa-Pinoy,
teaching and doing what is moral;
fearless and courageous in his
advocacy for social justice;

GOD’S WORD TODAY
The Philippine Star

Ruben M. Tanseco, S. J.

con’t on page 6 con’t on page 6

June 26, 2004

Holy
Indifference

“Whoever loves father or mother
more than me is not worthy of me,
and whoever loves son or daughter
more than me is not worthy of
me…” (From today’s Gospel
reading, Mt. 10: 37-42).

We Filipinos know only too
well how close our family ties are.
I can still remember when I was
about to enter religious life and
leave my family for good. My
mother would often cry – but she
never pressured me to change my
decision. My father put it in these
words: “Hijo, kung iyan ang
kalooban ng Diyos at ikaliligaya
mo, hindi ka namin pipigilin.” They
knew in their hearts that this was
God’s will, and they accepted it,
even if it gave them much pain –
especially because I was their
eldest child. So, early in life, I
learned the meaning of when to
hold on, when to let go.

This even became clearer
to me when as a Jesuit, I went
through the Spiritual Exercises of
St. Ignatius for the first time.
Quoting from the First Principle
and Foundation: “Therefore, we
must make ourselves indifferent to
all created things, as far as we are
allowed free choice and are not
under any prohibition.
Consequently, as far as we are
concerned, we should not prefer
health to sickness, riches to
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How well do we know you,
St. Ignatius?

Dedication to St. Ignatius:

It’s your feast day on 31 July
and we thank God for giving you
to us as a beacon—yes, our
inspiration for how to know, love,
and follow Jesus with great
passion.

We in Magis Deo do not
claim to fully know you inside and
out.  We try to.  We are comforted
that in most ways, we are alike.
You know, just how you started
before your conversion, we
struggle daily controlling our pride,
our attachments in life, and our
preferences for long life, wealth,
and good health.  Just like how you
were before you followed Jesus.
We remember you were a dashing
man, vain, and lover of the good

life.  You were a debonaire page
in court, well-dressed and self-
conscious, attracted to ladies and
to the comforts
and pleasures
that come with
royalty.

But as
we both know,
God acts in
m y s t e r i o u s
ways.  He made
you discover His
abiding love in
the most unlikely
circumstance.
Remember, it
was when you
got shot in the
leg, with your
recupera t ion
taking too long,
that you discovered how wonderful
this Jesus must be?  For finding
nothing to do while waiting for your
recovery (you had even demanded
the repeat of your leg operation for
a protruding bone; you did not want
your other leg shorter but a limp you
had to carry for life), you immersed
yourself in reading about the life of
Jesus and His saints.  Remember
at Loyola and Manresa when after
you had read the life story of Jesus
and the saints, you became
enamored with Jesus?  You
discovered Jesus in the most
unlikely event, in adversity when you
were sick and alone.   What a
revelation to you!   That started it
all.  An ardent desire to follow
Jesus was born in your heart!   It
inspired you to write the Spiritual
Exercises (for which we are truly

grateful to you for how else can we
build a real intimacy with God
except going through the

Exercises).

When we
discovered God’s
love just like you did
(but in varying
circumstances and
degrees, starting
from our M.E.), we
grew in love for
Jesus and become
driven to Magis’
mission of bringing
God’s kingdom
amongst us here on
earth.  We
remember that your
desire for Jesus
grew from going to
Jerusalem where

Jesus lived to studying priesthood
in order to preach God’s Word and
to being sensitive to the needs of
the people around you in Rome,
i.e., establishing a house for former
prostitutes, home for young girls in
danger of being exploited,
orphanage, house for Moors and
Jews who wanted to be Christians.
Just like us, after re-discovering
Christ in our lives in a more
profound and meaningful way
through our M.E., the LSS, the
SDR, the CPPJ, FEW, Ignatian
retreats, and the 19th Annotation
Retreat, and through a constant,
regular prayer life, we are each
driven to be couple-for-others,
contemplatives-in-action, going
where we are most needed.

con’t on page 10
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Spirituality has been
described as a way to holiness, a
path taken by an individual to
become closer to the Lord.  And
Ignatian spirituality is but one of the
many ways to grow closer to God.
It is the ideas and ideals in the next
of  “The Spiritual Exercises”, written
by Ignatius Loyola (1491 – 1556)
that gave rise to Ignatian
spirituality.  This classic and
influential work precisely grew out
of the many struggles of the author
to come closer to his God.

Ignatian spirituality
encompasses more than just living
a life of stewardship, simplicity,
sharing and service, which are the
hallmarks of our lives as members
of Magis Deo.  Certainly, it goes
beyond the major Ignatian ideas
and ideals of finding God in all
things, union of wills, and
discernment.  Contained either
explicity or implicity in this work are
numerous other concepts that
deepen and complete the meaning
of this revered form of Spirituality.
These ideas not only help clarify
Ignatius’ concept of God  and how
He may be best approached but
also sheds light on the nature of
man and how he might better
approached His maker, given his
strengths and his weaknesses.

As early as 500 years ago
Ignatius already had a good grasp
of the psychology of man, even
without the guide of modern
psychologists.  In his thematic
meditation on “Two Standards”
(Secs. 136-148), he has Satan, the
chief of all the enemy, telling his con’t on page 10

The Standard of Satan in Ignatian
Spirituality

innumerable demons that the
practical progressive steps in
tempting man is for them to cover
riches first, then honor, and then
pride.

In this meditation, Ignatius
tells us that the devil truly exists and
is capable of ensnaring man,
putting him in chains through
inordinate attachments to riches,
honor and pride, which then leads
to all over vices.  Each of us lives
within the sphere of influence of this
adversary’s power, which is
operative “throughout the world, so
that no province, no place, no state
of life, no individual is overlooked.”

In short, we are always exposed
to the influence of the evil spirit and
there is no place we can hide from
him.

The early lifestyle of
Ignatius attests to the fact that he
certainly had first-hand experience
of areas in man’s nature that could
be easily assailed and exploited
by the evil one.  He was used to
having it all, living, as we now say,
in the fast lane; being a nobleman,
wealthy, and handsome.  His early
life was spent in pursuit of fame
and glory as a soldier in the
Spanish army, thus, an easy prey
to the snares of the devil.
Everything in his early life cast no
doubt in his mind that he was
superior than most men.  Writing
in the third person to describe
himself, he says, “up to the age of
26 he was a man given to the
vanities of the world, and what he
enjoyed most was warlike sport,
with a great and foolish desire to
win fame.”

Modern psychologists
would easily agree with Ignatius
that riches, honor and pride
constitute the three basic innate
desires of man and thus are the
fertile grounds where he is most
open and susceptible to the
snares of the devil.

Man’s initial desire is for
possessions, which is what
Ignatius terms as riches.

Monchet and Mary-Lou  were part of ME
Class Lambda VI in 1987.  They have been
sharers in the LSS and a presenting couple
during MEWs.  Their pet project for the past
five years now is spreading the Suyuan in
Payatas, specifically in the three chapels
of the Ascension, Sto. Niño, and St. Joseph
Litex.  Recognizing potential leaders
among the participants, the Alberts have
sponsored couples to the MEW and they
meet with thee “graduates” every other
Monday.  On Sundays, these couples lead
the Suyuan reunions in their respective
chapels with the guidance of some North
Sector BCGGs.  At present, Monchet and
Mary-Lou are members of the Magis Deo
Pastoral Council.

by : Monchet and Mary-Lou Albert
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reaching out to the poor and
powerless; showing us the HOW to
be God’s human presence in the
world, in our country, among our
people.

Let us follow him all the way.
One such way is to be actively
involved with a morally-and-
spiritually grounded political
movement or party that is working
for national reform, like the
Kapatiran Sa Pangkalahatang
Kabutihan (KPK).

When everything is said and
done, Christ has the heart of a
Pinoy. He is the original Pinoy to
the fullest degree.

Remember the “Panatang
Makabayan” we were taught in
school? This time, let us pray it in
God’s presence – that we may live
by it till our dying day:

Iniibig ko ang Pilipinas. Ito
ang aking lupang sinilangan.

Ito ang tahanan ng aking
lahi.

Ako’y kanyang kinukupkop
at tinutulungan

upang maging
malakas, maligaya, at kapaki-
pakinabang.

Bilang ganti, diringgin ko
ang payo ng aking mga
magulang.

Susundin ko ang mga
tuntunin ng aking paaralan;

Tutuparin ko ang mga
tungkulin ng isang

m a m a m a y a n g
makabayan at masunurin sa
batas;

Paglilingkuran ko ang
aking bayan nang walang

pag-iimbot at buong
katapatan.

Sisikapin kong maging
isang tunay na

Pilipino sa isip, sa
salita, at sa gawa.

poverty, honor to dishonor, a long
life to a short life. The same holds
for all other things. Our one desire
and choice should be what is more
conducive to the end for which we
are created.”

And so it is that in this life
as well as in the next, God is the
only absolute. Everything else is
relative. “Everything is precious
because it is from God, and yet
everything is relative – precisely
because everything is precious
only in relation to God.” (P.
Divarkar).

This, then, is the meaning
of holy indifference. It is not apathy.
It is not passivity. On the contrary. It
is an inner readiness to go
wherever God calls. If God calls
me to go left, I go left. If God calls
me to the right, I go right. Forward
or backward. Anywhere. What a
liberating experience. An affective
freedom on our part, knowing that
wherever the all-loving God calls is
really for our own good and inner
peace. As St. Paul puts it: “We
know that all things work for the
good of those who love God, who
are called according to his
purpose.” (Rom. 8:28)

How free are we of persons,
possessions, and power? “Where
our clinging to things end is where
God begins to be.” (M. Eckhart).

Many years ago, as one
story goes, a tourist from America
paid a visit to a Polish rabbi. He
was astonished to see that the
rabbi’s house was only a simple

room filled with books, plus a table
and a bench. “Rabbi,” asked the
tourist, “where is your furniture?”
“Where is yours?” replied the
rabbi. “Mine?” asked the puzzled
American. “But I am only a visitor
here. I’m only passing through.”
Said the rabbi: “So am I.”

And so are all of us. We are
just passing through. Let us live life
to the fullest while we are passing
through, but let us not inordinately
cling to it or to its trappings. Once
we do, that is the beginning of the
end.

This is God’s call not only
to us, private citizens, but most
especially to our public and
political leaders. God’s call for our
country to live life to the fullest –
which means love, justice, and
peace for all, especially the poor
and underprivileged.

God is calling our political
and public leaders to embrace this
holy indifference, come together in
unity, and work for “what is more
conducive to the end for which we
are created.”

Beyond the legality or
illegality, authenticity or falsity of
tapes, wiretapping, and what-
have-you is God’s call for a
conversion and a convergence of
hearts – the conversion and
convergence of both camps to
work for the good of our people
and our country.

In memory of our beloved
activist Church leader, Jaime
Cardinal Sin, let us all pray and
work for this in our own personal
ways. This is where God is calling
us at this point in our history. Let
us live out our holy indifference, our
affective freedom.

God is the only absolute.
Everything else is relative. Amen.

Holy IndifferencePinoy ba si
Hesus?
... from page 3

... from page 3
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The only hope for
the Philippines

The signs are clear. Our
nation is headed towards an
irreversible path of economic
decline and moral decadence. It is
not for lack of effort.

We’ve seen many men and
women of integrity in and out of
government, NGOs, church groups
& people’s organization devote
themselves to the task of nation-
building, often times against
insurmountable odds. But not even
two people revolutions, bloodless
as they may be, have made a dent
in reversing this trend. At best, we
have moved one step forward, but
three steps backward.

We need a force far
greater than our collective efforts,
as a people, can ever hope to
muster. It is time to move the battle
to the spiritual realm. It’s time to
claim GOD’s promise of healing of
the land for His people.

It’s time to gather GOD’s
people on its knees to pray for the
economic recovery and moral
reformation of our nation. Is prayer
really the answer?

Before you dismiss this as
just another rambling of a religious
fanatic, I’d like you to consider
some lessons we can glean from
history.

England’s ascendancy to
world power was preceded by the
Reformation, a spiritual revival
fuelled by intense prayers. The
early American settlers built the
foundation that would make it the
most powerful nation today - a

by Father James Reuter, S.J.

Mabuhay ang Pilipinas!

strong faith in GOD and a
disciplined prayer life. Throughout
its history, and especially at its
major turning points, waves of
revival and prayer movement
swept across the land.

In recent times, we see
Korea as a nation experiencing
revival and in the process
producing the largest Christian
church in the world today, led by
Rev. Paul Yongi Cho. No wonder it
has emerged as a strong nation
when other economies around it
are faltering.

Even from a purely secular
viewpoint, it makes a lot of sense.
For here there is genuine humbling
& seeking of GOD through prayer,
moral reformation necessarily
follows. And this, in turn, will lead
to general prosperity. YES, we
believe prayer can make a
difference.

It’s our only hope.

Today, we launch this email
brigade, to inform Filipinos from all
over the world to pray, as a people,
for the economic recovery and
moral reformation of our nation.
We do not ask for much. We only
ask for 5 minutes of your time in a

day, to forward this email to your
close friends and relatives.

This is the kind of unity
which can make a big difference.
Of course, if you feel strongly, as I
do, about the power of prayer, you
can be more involved by starting
your own prayer group or prayer
center.

We have tried people
power twice; in both cases, it fell
short. Maybe it’s time to try prayer
power. GOD never fails. Is there
hope? YES! We can rely on
GOD’s promise, but we have to do
our part. If we humble ourselves
and pray as a people, GOD will
heal our land.

By GOD’s grace, we may
yet see a better future for our
children. GOD bless and GOD
save our country (from stupid and
corrupt  politicians)!

“If My people, who are
called by My name, will humble
themselves and pray, and seek
My face, and turn from their
wicked ways, then will I hear
from Heaven, and will forgive
their sins, and will heal their
land.” (2 Chronicles 7:14).

“I expect to pass
through this world but once.
Any good, therefore, that I can
do or any kindness I can show
to any fellow creature, let me do
it now. Let me not defer or
neglect it for I shall not pass this
way again.” — Stephen Grellet,
Quaker clergyman (1773-1855)

PRAY FOR THE PHILIPPINES
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RANDOM THOUGHTS

A.R. AREVALO, Jr.

“Character is who you are
when no one is looking”.

Such a strong and piercing
statement from Bo Sanchez, one
of our most noted evangelist-
authors of inspirational books
around.

Somehow the statement
hits me as perhaps a $64 question
I must regularly ask of myself in this
era of so-called modern-day
Pharisees and Sadduccess, of
charlatans and chameleons.

Integrity is one such
commodity that is most desired in
society. It may not be that
impossible to acquire, but
certainly difficult to sustain given
present circumstances and
mundane problems.

And as a shepherd and
outreach member of our
community, a parish lay minister
and a moulder of the youth in the
academe to boot, this is truly a
most pertinent reminder for me.
This is certainly one thing I cannot
afford not to have even though at
times, there is a great temptation
to get diverted and to deviate from
what is morally good and true. In
fact, it is something that I should
strive to be attached to… just like
being addicted to the Lord, His will
and His ways.

I wish it  were a reminder,
too, for our countrymen, especially
those who have tremendous and
telling influence over the lives of
people who work  for and with
them, but above all, those public
servants cloaked with positions of
authority, and who right now due

to heightening public displeasure
and loss of trust over their
misdemeanor in office, are
perhaps fraught with fear for their
lives or future, even as they wallow
in the very rut of their own making.

Just a thought, dear
readers, and this is just echoing
what I have been asked before
and which I personally have
observed somehow for almost a
decade now. Why do some of our
colleagues in the community
continually shirk doing something
more (purportedly the Magis way)
for the community and/or for those
whom we call as our community’s
beneficiaries? Is it because they
lack the resources, time and
money included, to do what needs
to be done? Is it because they feel
inferior to others who seem part
of what has been branded as elite
(economic and/or intellectual) in
our group, and are hence, inhibited
to be with other people (particularly
but not confined to those belonging
to other prayer groups)? Is it
because they are just stuck in their
comfort zone (whatever you want
to make of  that)?

And perhaps, a rather
thorny issue that for some
members are better left under the
rug is the perceived practicality of
the realignment or restructuring of
the BCGGs based on
geographical location, given the
rising cost of  fuel and burgeoning
traffic in the metro.

This may raise the hackles
of some of my colleagues. But  for
me, a real community member
who has been with the community
(say 5 years or more) should have

Just pricking your mind

mustered enough confidence to be
able to interact with just anyone in
the community. (There is in
everyone of us the “God within me”,
and because of that experience, we
should be unafraid and undeterred).
Only when one’s life, limb is
threatened, or probably one’s
reputation is questioned, should
one inhibit oneself from joining a
new group. After all, we have been
taught and have seen that our
community and the various prayer
groups comprising it are
supposedly are people by very
friendly and nurturing folks, to say
the least.

Personal and spiritual
growth is certainly everybody’s
yearning. To me growth in this
respect in the community is best
exemplified first, by our readiness
and willingness to take risks, and
this includes considering very
seriously the prayer group
realignment / restructuring by being
a part of another prayer group
based on geographical location.
And second, particularly this time
for shepherds, by our readiness
and willingness to prepare for our
eventual parting with our prayer
group after sometime being
together, to take on another (new
or existing) prayer group. Both
shepherd and members could
benefit from this change as there
will certainly be newer vistas and
approaches to promoting spiritual
development in us.

Getting stuck with one’s
prayer group for so long a time
cannot possibly foster sustained
spiritual growth but only stagnation
and equally worse, complacency.
Perhaps, the “tayo-tayo” mentality
that many observe in our society is
likewise manifested in our  very
own community when the smaller
community (the BCGG) is the only
one  that many of our members
focus on, to the neglect (and
perhaps detriment) of the bigger
community which is Magis Deo
itself.
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An almost six-hour training
of trainor-facilitators for the Suyuan
was undertaken last Sunday, June
12 at the house of Tita Cathy
Rafael, Outreach Ministry
coordinator for Suyuan and BEM
(Buhay Espiritual Mag-asawa)
seminars.

Present among the
trainees were  Noli and Melissa
Sabueto of the Payatas Suyuan
batch 4 group; Nilo and Lou Sta.
Maria of Magnificat BCGG;
Ronnie and Jean Ambe of Galilee
BCGG; and Tony and Lynne
Arevalo of Sirach and Sal Terrae
BCGGs. Some other couples who
originally agreed to join the training
unfortunately were not able to do
so for various reasons.

This Suyuan training was
prompted by the apparent lack of
trainor-facilitators owing to the
emigration of some trained
couples as well as the increasing
number of communities here and
in the provinces that have been
requesting for the same. (It will be
recalled that this outreach program
is very much in keeping with the
thrust of Magis Deo which is
“Formation thru Mission”).

The pool of trainors and
their respective modules
consisted of: Djarn Pestano,

Outreach Ministry Head, “Saligan
ng Pagsasama”; Ferdie and
Shiela Joson of Sirach BCGG,
Introductory part, “Pagkakaiba at
Pagbibigayan” and the Closing
rites procedures; Mon and Alice
Go of Gentiles BCGG,
“Pagbabago” and “Matagumpay
na Pag-uusap”;  Ferdie Cruz of
Gentiles BCGG, “Mga Isyu ng
Pinag-uusapan”.

Actual module workshops
and sharing sessions were
deliberately included in the training
to enable the trainees to get a
better feel of the training itself. The
trainees gamely submitted
themselves to the activities which
were interspersed with lecture-
presentations, workshops and
sharing sessions.

According to Tita Cathy
Rafael, there will be a major suyuan
seminar in Cainta on Sunday, June
26.

NOTE: Food and venue were
provided for free by Tita Cathy
Rafael. Thank you Tita.

Suyuan
trainors-facilitators

training

From top: Nilo &
Lou Sta. Maria of

Magnificat
BCGG; Nilo &

Melissa of
Payatas group;

and Ferdie
discussing

“Pagkakaiba at
Pagbibigayan”
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There is nothing wrong about
wanting food, shelter, and clothing –
the basic needs of man.  But
because these things do not come
free and are not readily and easily
accessible, there always exist a
clear and present danger that one
will gradually and imperceptibly
accustom himself to become deeply
involved and lost in the pursuit of
these material things to a point that
he neglects and forgets God.  There
is really nothing wrong in the pursuit
of possessions such as an
expensive car, an airplane, or even
a mansion, but in such cases there
is always a heightened danger that I
may lose myself in such pursuits that
pretty soon I will not hesitate to
accept “the glory of this world.”

And once I begin to accept
“the glory of this world”, it becomes
much more difficult for me to be
detached from the “honors” that
accompany it.  A position in society,
literary renown, or a reputation for
genius would leave me much less
free than just being absorbed in the
pursuit of material possessions.
More and more I become bound by
its laurels till it is almost impossible
to extricate myself from its allure and
attractions, for the loss of fame may
instill in me a fear that I am losing
everything and not only the “honors”
that accompany it.  At this juncture, I
will hold on to “the glory of this world”
at any price, going even against the
will of God, and ultimately explicitly
turning my back on God and taking
a course in the opposite direction.

Although not true in all cases,
there is an unmistakable and
noticeable intensity in the push and
pull of the three temptations
inscribed in the standard of Satan,
as proposed by Ignatius.  Ambition
and lust for power, for instance, may
also be present in men who do not
have many possessions.  In the
latter, “honor” may take precedence

to “riches.”  But in the normal course
of events and in most situations, the
progression is from riches to honor
to pride.

The transition from a desire
to possess to a desire to be
somebody creates a self-
identification with the things
possessed.  Too close an
association with material
possessions distorts in a man his
correct perspective concerning the
subject, becoming more dependent
on possessions without even being
conscious of his growing
involvement and dependence on
them.

The desire to be somebody
leads ultimately to the desire to exist
absolutely for self and without any
dependence on God, which is what
Ignatius calls “pride.”  Here, I forget
and become totally oblivious about
who I really am:  a creature made to
the image and likeness of God.
Within me, there is a developing self-
identification with my personal
assets, as these begin to become
more important to me than God.  My
life ceases to be Christ-centered and
becomes an open and explicit
rebellion against God.

At its very core, the human
heart, sinful but graced is oriented
towards the reason for its existence,
that is, God.  When it goes against
this fundamental choice (away from
God and in the direction of self),
Theologians say that this individual
has radically changed his
fundamental option and is living
separate from the grace of God or
is now living in the state of mortal
sin.  The progression is clear:  From
indifference in the desire to possess
(riches) to venial sin in the desire to
be somebody (honor), to finally a life
separate from God at the level of
pride.

The Standard of Satan in
Ignatian Spirituality ....        from page 4

We try to come close to
fulfilling this mission, some steps
forward, some steps back, but we
know we are moving somehow.
There are more to be done but we
are getting there, slowly but surely,
with God’s abundant grace and your
powerful intercession.

Despite our limited
knowledge of you, one thing is sure
though, your passion and great love
for Jesus is what drives us on how
to act and respond in whatever
situation confronts us.   We treasure
the heritage you left us: the ability to
recognize the Hand of God when
faced with a decision; the ability of
freeing ourselves from what hinders
us from being closer to God; and the
desire to imitate Christ in all things.
You inspire us and yet our focus is
not on you but on Jesus.  This is what
endears you and Ignatian spirituality
to us.

And as we reflect on the
present difficult moments in our
country’s history …

…when we as a people are
divided and hurt by political
and tribal conflicts
…when most of our fellow
Filipinos suffer from lack of
basic needs—
            food, shelter, clothing,
decent access to education
and health services
…when our national leaders
continue to disappoint us for
not holding that torch

that could lead us to
truth, justice, and equality
…when vested interests
continue to prevail and
…when hope seems to be
vanishing in many fellow
Filipinos

…Our calling is to be messengers of
hope, sensitive to the needs of our
countrymen, and committed to
transforming our country to a society
of love, peace, and justice.

…St. Ignatius, pray for us and the
Philippines, our only home which we
so dearly love.

How well do we know
you, St. Ignatius?

....from page 4
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F.E.W. First Reunion
Eli & Edith Prieto

Photos by: Benz Dimanalata
The first reunion of the

participants of the last family encounter
weekend was held on June 12, 2005, two
weeks after the F.E.W. in Tagaytay. Six, out
of eight, families attended the first reunion.
They were the families of: Ronnie/Jean
Ambe, Roy/Annie Baldo, Edgar/Gina de
Leon, Rey/Lucy Mella, Rommel/Rose San
Pedro and Ramie/Mimi Santos. They were
joined by the families of Benz/Vina
Dimanalata, and Eli/Edith Prieto who acted
as auxiliary-families during the F.E.W.

After the opening prayer, the
families explained their individual Family
Identification Posters. This was followed
with sharings on why each member of the
family is unique and as such why he/she
is special. It was worth noting that the kids
readily shared their feelings and
experiences. The last part of the reunion
was socialization. In the first game, the
participants tried to guess the names of
the rest of the members of the F.E.W. Since
the reunion day was on June 12
(independence day), the second game
consisted of dressing up a member of  the
family with something/someone Filipino.
(Ideas ranged from Maria Clara to Darna!).

The reunion started at 3pm and
officially ended at 5pm. However, the
families went home around 11:30pm. The
fathers, mothers and the children had a
good time socializing among themselves.
The reunion was held at the residence of
Roy/Annie Baldo in Binan, Laguna.

Erratum:  The F.E.W. article in the May
Newsletter Issue printed Annie Baldo’s
comment on F.E.W. as
follows: “I thought I was not loved… The
F.E.W. proved otherwise.”   It should have
read: “ I thought the love we have shown
each other in the family was enough…. The
F.E.W. proved otherwise.”
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Calendar of Activities
JULY – SEPTEMBER 2005

July
01 Community Celebration San Carlos, Lay Formation
8-10 ME – 2 P 3,000/couple
2-3 Shepherding 2 CeFam
19 Council Meeting Magis Deo Office, Ateneo
23-24 Shepherding 1 CeFam
25 Deadline:Newsletter Articles/Photos

August
02        Sector & Ministry Heads Meeting6
05 Community Celebration Corinthian Gardens
6-7 Shepherding 2 CeFam
16 Council Meeting Magis Deo Office, Ateneo
19-21 ME Weekend BLD Covenant House
22 Deadline:Newsletter Articles/Photos
27-28 Team Training Seminar CeFam
30 Sector & Ministry Heads Meeting7

September
02        Community Celebration San Carlos, Lay Formation
2 - 4 ME – 2 P 3,000/couple
16-18 SDR Canossa Retreat House

Fr. Ruben Tanseco,SJ
P 3,500/couple

20 Council Meeting Magis Deo Office, Ateneo

Birthday Celebrants
JULY

Wedding
Anniversaries

JULY

1 Rey Arceo Gentiles
2 Julie Torres Galilee

Mary-lou Albert Ignatians
Gabby De Jesus Roman X
Edna Pestano Micah 6:8

3 Leonor Sandoval Class 71
4 Jo Magajes Galilee

Norma Retardo Class 81
5 Cyrus Mendoza Class 73

6 Laney Ricohermoso Class 73
Elaine Bañez Class 77
Virginia Hortaleza Class 78
Austina Go Class 79
Rosalind Fernando Class 81

7 Tony Narciso Sirach/CIA
Grace Santos Thessalonians
Ethel Ancheta Class 68
Anna Reyrao Class 74
Edwin Delos Santos Class 79

8 Philip Abad Class 71
9 Erwin Panuncialman Class 74
10 Vic Reyes Wisdom

Lhen Simbre Class 68

11 Rene Santos Micah 6:8
Mae Barcinas Class 68

13 Leo Dumlao Ignatians
14 Jo Magajes Galilee

Edgar Pasion Class 75
15 Jet Quimel Magnificat

Yayette Ventigan John
Inday Marasigan Sal Terrae

17 Kit Palmario Corinthians/Sothel
18 Arnel Isip Corinthians/Sothel

Vincent Posadas Class 76
19 Dolly Llamas Gentiles
21 Larry Ocampo Class 74

Elvira Gajero Class 76
22 Danny Lim Magis XLI

Benny Vistan Class 74
23 Ed Macalalad Emmanuel

Vic Francisco Class 74
24 Sheryl Serano Class 77
25 Jhoe Ligon Class 71

Catalino Gajero Class 76
Mycel Cinco Class 76
Doy Dizon Arch. Gabriel

26 Carlos Pizarro Lights
Joy Gallo Class 74
Jeston Kosca Class 76

29 Bernie Isip Corinthians/Sothel
Beh Cordero John
Maridel Jalandoni Sirach

31 Feast of St. Ignacius
Jojo Guzman Genesis
Jun Deacosta Sal Terrae
July Salvador Class 73
Avelina Maravilla Class 77

1 Tony & Lynne Arevalo Gentiles

2 Cesar & Noemi Baltazar Wisdom

Kim & Marie Rosary Escaño Class 77

Nic & Mimay Sison Class 71

Egay & Lyn Tabudlong Class 71

Pete & Elo Nabong Thessalonians

4 Jaime & Fatima Umali Class 78

7 Pete & Elo Nabong Thessalonians

8 Ronnie & Debbie Verano Psalm 46

11 Claro & Linda Santos Agnus Dei

12 Noel & Gigi Resurreccion Arch. Gabriel

Rolly & Zeny Arandia Roman X

18 Ed & Tatic Castillo Cana

Danilo & Amelia Pimentel Class 76

20 Andy & Mycel Cinco Class 76

21 Bing & Vikki Brillantes John

22 Ferdie & Lyn Cruz Gentiles

Tony & Benny Vistan Class 74

26 Tony & Flor Pison Micah 6:8

27 Manolet & Suni Rodriguez Mustard Seed

Tabs & Karen Baretto Psalm 46

Boyong & Anna San Diego Class 71

Edwin & Ghie Delos Santos Class 79

31 Doy & Becky Dizon Arch. Gabriel


