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Have you strolled along the 
beach, enjoying the splashing 
waves – when suddenly a plastic 
bag, or food wrapper washes up 
on your feet? Or have you passed 
by Pasig River and covered your 
noses to avoid the foul smell ? 
How did this make you feel?  

We have been blessed with 
bountiful natural resources in 
the Philippines — especially our 
marine ecosystem. We have 
beautiful beaches to boast of 
— Batangas, Cavite, La Union, 
Boracay, Mindoro, Cebu, and 
more; and marine life that make a 
divers’ haven. Yet we have raped 

Project: Coastal 
Cleanup

our oceans and rivers without 
care. Dynamite and cyanide 
fishing, as well as dumping of 
garbage and waste in our rivers 
and oceans, have threatened our 
fish population and killed our coral 
reefs. The coastlines that we have 
been enjoying for decades may no 
longer be safe for us to even swim 
in, in the near future. 

But perhaps we are as much 
to blame for the deterioration 
of our marine ecosystem as 
the naive fisherman who uses 
dynamite to maximize his catch 
for the day — because we do very 

con’t on page 2

     Scholastic Javier Alpasa, SJ of 
the Simbahang Lingkod Bayan (SLB) 
presented SLB’s view of the current 
political crisis during Magis Deo’s 
monthly community celebration on 

A national situationer on 
the political crisis by SLB

August 5, 2005 at Corinthian Garden’s 
Greenwich Clubhouse.  Some of the 
scenarios presented may have changed 
since then so this summary will focus on 
the items that may still be relevant.

Economic Developments

     The good news is that in 2004, the 
country’s gross domestic product grew 
(GDP) by 6.1%, surpassing even the 
government’s projections.  All regions 
in the country contributed to this better 
than expected performance.   The 2004 
budget deficit stayed well below target 
(P197.8b) as tax collections increased by 
11.4%.  In the first half of 2005, corporate 
earnings were up while the services 
sector, led by the finance and real 
property industries picked up and public 
and private consumption improved.
     Here’s the bad news, some of which 
are due to external forces like rising 
oil prices.  Inflation is significantly 
up, exports slowed down as imports 
declined.  RP gets a credit outlook 
downgrade and equity (right after 
the Supreme Court issued a TRO 
on the EVAT) and equity and foreign 
exchange markets remain unsettled.  
Unemployment and underemployment 
have increased over the same period 
last year.  Business confidence turned 
pessimistic (although very recently 
reports of major investments by the 
taipans Henry Sy, Tan Caktiong and 
Lucio Tan have dominated the business 
headlines). 
     SLB’s response to GMA’s SONA is 
to ask “Take off…from what?”  Here the 
presentation showed how in 40 years 
(from 1960 to 2000) the Philippines has 
lagged behind its neighbors in terms 
of GNP growth and productivity and 
how our country’s quality of education, 
heath care and nutrition of children have 
deteriorated.

 Political Situation

     The Cabinet had mixed reviews.  
The cabinet secretaries who were 
rated to have performed well were 

by  Abby Tumbocon

The San Ignacio de Loyola Medallion, 
Loyola School of Theology’s highest and 
most prestigious  award, will be confered 
to our beloved Fr. Ruben M. Tanseco, S.J. 
on 7 September 2005.
Congratulations Fr. Ruben! Magis Deo 
Community is proud of you.
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I N D U S T R I E S

Lighting Fixtures, Ballast,
Emergency Light, Exit Light, 
Pinlight, Floodlight, Highbay, 

Emergency Power Pack, 
Wireway, Cable Tray, 
Street Lighting Post

• DESIGN • ESTIMATE 
• INSTALLATION

SALES OFFICE 
L3/F Unit A, One Burgundy Plaza, 

307 Katipunan Ave., Loyola Heights,
Quezon City

Tel. Nos.: 435-9049 • 929-3570
Fax: (632) 434-4441

E-mail : genlite_ind@yahoo.com
Contact: Leony & Mia Parada

    Project: Coastal Cleanup ....from page 1

Project: Coastal Cleanup
Registration Form  (1 per Family Only)

Please fill out form completely. 
Name of Volunteer __________________________________________________
Age _______________  Sex   _________________   Allowed to Swim? Yes  
No 
Cell Number ____________   Landline ____________  
Email Address _______________________________  Fax _________________

Other Sibling Volunteers (Name & Age) 
_______________________________________   Allowed to Swim?  Yes  No
_______________________________________  Allowed to Swim?  Yes  No
_______________________________________  Allowed to Swim?  Yes  No
_______________________________________  Allowed to Swim?  Yes  No 
_______________________________________  Allowed to Swim?  Yes  No

Father ___________________________  Cell # ____________ Coming : Yes   No
Mother ___________________________  Cell # ____________ Coming : Yes  No

Note:  Children below 10 must be accompanied by at least one parent or guardian. 

Do you have transportation?   Yes      No

______________________________  ____________________________
Name & Signature of Volunteer   Name & Signature of Parent

*** Please fax to Abby Tumbocon at # 807-6206 on or before Sept. 10. We will email/fax details 
of the meeting place, materials to bring and the map. ***

little to safeguard these natural 
resources.  

Indifference is something we 
can change.  And we can take 
a first step towards practicing 
Stewardship of our Environment 
by joining a world-wide movement 
to clean our beaches and oceans. 

M A G I S  Y O U T H  i s 
spearheading Project: Coastal 
Cleanup ! We do not take credit for 
creating this concept — we are just 
joining a much bigger movement – 
the INTERNATIONAL COASTAL 
CLEANUP, now celebrating its 
20th Anniversary Cleanup.   (See 
www.coastalcleanup.org or www.
oceanconservancy.org for more 
information.) 

Why coastal cleanup?  The 
Youth is, undeniably, the age 
group that enjoys and loves the 
beaches more than any other age 
group. And so, on September 
17, 2005, rain or shine, we will 
bring our shovels and garbage 
bags, and our gloves and our 
goggles, and our baons, to Talim 
Bay, Matuod, Batangas. There, 
La Salle Marine Bio Center has 
established the Talim Bay Coastal 
Resource Management Program. 
They, and the municipalities of 
Talim, need our help in making 
the coast more livable for marine 
bio, particularly in reviving the 
place as a sanctuary especially 
for some (sea) turtles. 

The task is a serious one. 
It is not merely picking up the 
trash. We have to Gather, then 
Sort, Weigh, Record and finally 
Dispose of the debris properly.   
So join the following peeps who 
have already signified interest in 
making this cleanup a success: 

· Martin Medina
· Adri Bautista
· Julio Rivera

· Miguel Poblete
· Mara Narciso
· Keziah Kitane-Duag
· Celine Santos
· Miggy Santos
· Carline Chua Chiaco
· Wacky Narciso
· Pia Tumbocon
· Patricia Tumbocon
· Pamela Tumbocon
· Emil Tumbocon
· Bea Fajardo
· Mikee Fajardo 

All those interested must 
register by filling up the attached 
form and submitting it or faxing 
it to Abby Tumbocon. We need 
to know the total headcount, the 
number of youth & adults coming, 
and the transpo requirements.  

Do join our Magis Youth’s  
Pro jec t :  Coas ta l  C leanup  
and make your stewardship 
commitment count! 
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Sunday Homily
The Philippine Star

Ruben M. Tanseco, S. J. 

 That Gentile woman’s 
stubborn faith – rooted in love for 
her daughter – was, as it were, 
tested by the Divine Teaser in 
today’s Gospel incident (Mt. 
15:21-28). Well, so strong was the 
woman’s faith that she humbled 
herself like a dog, willing to take 
even just the crumbs that fell from 
the master’s table. And so at the 
end, the Divine Teaser could not 
resist. He gave in. She won! “ ‘O 
woman, great is your faith! Let 
it be done to you as you wish.’ 
And the woman’s daughter was 
healed from that hour.” (v. 28).
 Stubborn faith, rooted in 
unconditional love, always wins. 
Why? Because This is God’s 
destiny for all of us, provided we 
choose to follow Christ’s way. 
We saw this in the lives of the 
doubting Peter and the doubting 
Thomas. Remember?
 “Lord, if it is really you, 
tell me to come to you across 
the water,” Peter said. “Come,” 
Jesus responded, and Peter 
got out of the boat and started 
to walk on the water toward 
Jesus – until he perceived the 
strong wind, got frightened, and 
started to sink. After saving Peter 
from sinking, Jesus gave His 
punchline: “How little faith you 
have,” Jesus exclaimed. “Why did 
you doubt?” (Mt. 14: 22-33).
 Thomas, on his part, said to 
the apostles, after being told that 

August 14, 2005

Divine teaser meets 
stubborn faith

the resurrected Jesus appeared 
to them when Thomas was not 
present: “I will never believe it 
without probing the nailprints 
in his hands, without putting 
my finger in the nailmarks and 
my hand into his side.” A week 
later, the Risen Lord appeared 
to Thomas, who exclaimed: “My 
Lord and my God!” Again, the 
punchline of Jesus: “You have 
believed because you have seen. 
Blest are they who have not seen 
and have believed.” (Jn. 20: 24-
29).
 After all that, both Peter 
and Thomas were able to offer 
their lives to God and His people, 
till the very end. 
 How about us – can we 
do likewise? Or will we allow our 
fears, doubts, and lack of faith to 
paralyze us? 
 Like this tourist who came 
too close to the edge of the Grand 
Canyon, lost his footing and 
plunged over the side, clawing 
and scratching to save himself. 
Somehow he was able to grab 
hold of a small, shrubby bush. 
Filled with terror, he called out, 
“Is there anyone up there? Can 
anyone help me?” He heard a 
reassuring voice say, “I’m here: 
the Lord your God.”
 The man said, “I’m so 
glad you came along. I can’t 
hold on much longer.” The Lord 
said, “Before I help you, I want 
to know if you believe in me.” 
The man answered, “Lord, I 
certainly believe in you. I go to 
church every Sunday, sometimes 
even on Wednesdays. I read the 
Bible, pray every day, and even 
put some money in the collection 
plate.” 

 The Lord replied, “But do 
you really believe in me?” The 
man was getting more desperate. 
“Lord, you can’t believe how 
much I believe in you. I believe!”
 The Lord said, “ Good. 
Now let go of the branch.” 
 The man stammered. “But 
Lord…”
 And the voice of the Lord 
came back, “If you believe in me, 
let go of the branch.”
 The man was silent for 
a minute and then yelled, “Is 
there anyone else up there?” (P. 
Wharton).
 There. That’s as far as that 
man’s faith went. What about us? 
When we are given a particularly 
heavy cross to carry, do we tend 
to look for a substitute? When 
we are given a particularly long 
journey to take, do we tend to 
look for a shortcut? If we do, then 
these are missed opportunities of 
experiencing God’s miraculous 
grace. When to hold on. When to 
let go. When to let God. This is 
the heart of unconditional faith. 
 As long as we give our 
human best, God will take care of 
the rest. He is ultimately in control. 
We are not. As God’s people, 
This is our challenge today, as 
we continue to suffer through 
our political-economic crisis. Our 
leaders from all levels and sectors 
of society are especially given 
this challenge and opportunity 
to trust God completely, as they 
contribute their human best for 
the common good of our nation. 
 At the end of the tunnel, 
our stubborn faith will win. This 
is God’s will. Amen. 
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San Ignacio de Loyola Medallion 
Award for Father Ruben —
The challenge of becoming

We at Magis 
Deo are beaming 
with joy at another 
prestigious award 
be ing confer red 
on our mentor and 
spiritual director, 
F a t h e r  R u b e n 
Tanseco, S.J.  The 
Loyola School of 
Theo logy  (LST) 
o f  t h e  A t e n e o 

University announced that it is conferring 
its highest and most prestigious award, 
the San Ignacio de Loyola Medallion, 
to Fr. Ruben on the occasion of its 40th 
year anniversary.  The San Ignacio 
de Loyola Medallion is awarded by 
LST to “...candidates, personal or 
institutional, nominated by anyone of the 
FASRA (faculty association) members 
for outstanding service to the People 
of God and/or to the Philippine/Asian 
society in the spirit of St. Ignatius of 
Loyola...”  The awarding ceremony will 
take place on Wednesday, 7 September 
2005, at 10:15 a.m. at the Jaime Cardinal 
Sin Center.

As a member of Fr. Ruben’s 
family, we at Magis Deo always feel a 
certain oneness and a greater sense of 
belonging whenever Fr. Ruben receives 
an award.  In turn, each award he 
receives, Fr. Ruben acknowledges all 
of us who work with him in the family 
apostolate.  In a way, he shares the 
award with all of us.  But the high ground 
feeling does not end there. It brings us all 
somehow to the level ground, what does 
this mean for me?  Is there something 
that God is telling me to consider?  What 
more, Lord?

It is the significance of each award 
that compels us to work harder for 
Christ in the spirit of St. Ignatius.  Each 
award carries with it a challenge—how 
we can become more like Christ, in the 
ways and manner of St. Ignatius.   The 
challenge will vary in degree amongst 
us but the overriding theme remains 
common—making others feel the love 
of God in each one of us.

   
Congratulations, Fr. Tanseco! More 

power to you!

In the second book of Chronicles, 
chapter 12, is the story of King David’s 
great-grandson, Rehoboam, who, once 
he had established his rule and grown 
strong, abandoned the law of God. The 
Old Testament account tells us the whole 
of Israel followed him. 

Calamity soon followed. Shishak, 
king of Egypt, raised ”a countless army” 
and invaded Israel. City after city was 
taken and King Rehoboam and his officers 
were forced to retreat to Jerusalem. 
It does not take much to imagine the 
confusion, the panic. Surrounded by 
the enemy, unable to leave the city, 
commerce at a standstill, supply unable 
to meet demand, prices rising, rising, 
rising - we can almost smell the fear and 
the people’s helplessness.

God then sends a prophet to 
Rehoboam and his officers. “Thus says 
the Lord, you have abandoned me, so 

I will heal your land
have I abandoned you to the hand of 
Shishak.” Rehoboam and his officers 
then humbled themselves and said 
“The Lord is in the right.” Scripture 
tells us God softened right away. “They 
have humbled themselves, I will not 
destroy them, but I will grant them some 
deliverance, and my wrath shall not be 
poured out on Jerusalem by the hand 
of Shishak. Nevertheless, they shall 
be his servants, so that they may know 
the difference between serving me and 
serving the kingdoms of other lands.”

That was what happened. Shisak 
entered Jerusalem, took the treasures of 
the temple, including the golden shields 
made by Solomon and left. Rehoboam 
replaced the shields of gold with shields 
of bronze. But we are told, because they 
humbled themselves, God gave them a 
second chance, and “conditions in Israel 
were good.”

Oh, familiar story! Disobedience, 
fear of the consequences of our deeds, 
repentance quickly followed by mercy. 
The yearning for a time to come when 
conditions in our nation will be good.

Like the Israelites, we too, have 
followed our leaders. Like them, we 
are not innocent victims, we also have 
contributed to the mess our country is in. 
And if we look back as recently as the 
past nineteen years and then examine 
our collective conscience, we can see 
how amazingly close our story is to 
Israel’s.*

Prophets have also spoken to us. 
At the corner of EDSA and Ortigas is 
EDSA shrine, built to commemorate 
the toppling of a dictator (who stole the 
country’s gold and stashed it in a Swiss 
bank).

Fast forward to another crisis: 
December 2000. A whole nation watched 
a lady senator dance a jig on tv as corrupt 
senators voted not to open a sealed 
envelope in an impeachment proceeding. 
In the uproar, one prophetic voice rose 
and was heard. Chief Justice Hilario 
Davide called for order, asked everyone 
to quiet down and read a prayer - “If 

con’t on page 11
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COUNCIL CORNER

 “The Environment” brings to 
mind many images: wanton disposal 
of garbage, the black smoke from 
vehicle exhaust emissions, the squatter 
colonies of our poor, denuded forests, 
and gouged earth from irresponsible 
mining. Webster’s New World Dictionary 
describes “environment” as: “all 
the conditions, circumstances, and 
influences surrounding and affecting the 
development of an organism or group 
of organisms”. It further defines an 
environmentalist as “a person working 
to solve environmental problems such as 
air and water pollution, the exhaustion 
of natural resources and uncontrolled 
population growth”. The environmental 

The Environment, Our Children, 
Our World

movement dates back to the early 
1970s, It was given impetus by the 
concept of “Sustainability” in a 1987 
report entitled: “Our Common Future: 
The World Commission on Environment 
and Development”. It was published 
by the Brundtland Commission and 
defined Sustainable Development as: 
“Development that meets the needs of 
the present without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet 
their own needs” It contained two key 
concepts: “(1) the concept of needs, 
in particular, the essential needs of 
the world’s poor, to which over-riding 
priority should be given; and (2) the 
idea of limitations imposed by the 

state of technology and 
social organization on the 
environment’s ability to meet 
present and social needs”. 
The major objective: to meet 
the satisfaction of human 
needs and aspirations of 
a material nature. There 
have been many milestones 
since then which are written 
up in the WEB: the RIO 
Declaration, the Kyoto 
Protocol, the UN Millennium 
Development Goals, the 
UN Wor ld  Summi t  on 
Sustainable Development 
(WSSD), the CDM.

 
Over the centuries, 

MAN has manipulated 
his environment for his 
existence. The scale of 
this effort has multiplied 
in a quantum way as we 
have grown in numbers 
and radically increased 
our ability to do so by the 
way we have organized 
ourselves and developed 
more and more advanced 
technology. But the material 
benefits of “development” 
have not been equitably 
shared. For example, the 
poorest 2 billion people in 
the world use only 0.2 tons 

toe (tons of oil equivalent) of energy 
per capita per year while the billion 
richest people use 5 toe or 25 times 
more. The richest 20% use 75% of all 
electricity. The poorest 20% use less 
than 3%. This is posing a Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) challenge 
to Business and a Good Governance 
challenge to Political Leadership. We 
appear to be also sadly wanting in both. 

 
What does all these mean for 

a Christian Community dedicated to 
seeing GOD in all creation, committed to 
a life of simplicity, stewardship, sharing 
and service? What kind of a world do 
we want to leave for our children and 
our children’s children? 

 
Our world is GOD’s creation. Every 

beautiful part of it is a reflection of Him.  
It is GOD’s gift to us to be used for 
our sustenance in this planet. But we 
are also stewards over it. We have 
accountability to GOD, to our children, 
and to those who will follow after them, 
to leave it a better place than when we 
came into it. How might we be able to do 
this? In a 2001 publication of the World 
Energy Council entitled: “Living in 
One World”, it envisioned “A Liveable 
World” when there is, among others:

 
Greater recognition of the close 

linkages of almost everything we do 
and the impacts on the world around 
us, leading to the possibility that holistic 
personal and international behavior can 
be better matched.

  
A readiness to live in greater 

harmony both with each other, including 
the poorest and most deprived in 
world society, and with our natural 
environment and other species in it.

 
A willingness to change the way 

each of us uses-or causes to be used- 
our land, water, chemicals, energy 
resources and raw materials generally, 
in order to achieve a more sustainable 
path of development

by  Tony and Aida del Rosario
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RANDOM THOUGHTS

A.R. AREVALO, Jr.

 A Herculean task indeed. For a 
Christian / Catholic like me to be strongly 
enjoined to forgive my enemies 7 times 
77 is truly like cleansing the so-called 
Augean stables. This despite the fact 
that the emotional and psychological 
hurt and wound inflicted on me have 
been rather deep and debilitating 
for quite sometime now. But that is 
something I have been able to follow, 
albeit with strong reservations at first. 

And as if this were not enough, 
I, just like many of us in the community, 
happen to be regularly reminded in our 
Sacred Space readings to really love 
my neighbor – friend and fiend alike. 
And as you will probably readily agree, 
we do encounter a lot of characters in 
our midst, in our community included. 
But I do get to overcome my initial 
predisposition to dislike some who have 
tended to rub me the wrong way. At any 
rate, if it is of some consolation, I do not 
think we are required to like someone if 
that someone is indeed unlikeable. And 
indeed we have many of their ilk around.

But what I am, you are, bound 
to follow is to love everyone, with no 
exception.

Truth to tell, the seemingly 
hardest situationer for me to date 
to handle (and worse, live with as 
a thought) is trying to love a non-
friend /non-enemy who happens to 
have had a hand in making me feel a 
greater urgency now more than ever to 
revert to and satisfy my (and family’s) 
physiological needs. The one who is at 
the very center of present-day scandals 
and controversies, the very one serving 
supposedly as my (and the youth’s) role 
model, my ideal and exemplar of what 

Loving the
unlovable

is supposed to be true and correct, of 
what is supposed to be right and fair, 
of what is supposed to be virtuous and 
precious (like love for the motherland), of 
what is supposed to be re-creative and 
revitalizing  at least for the psyche, and 
more importantly, for the soul, the soul 
of our nation included), of what it is to be 
truly proud to be a permanently-rooted 
denizen of this land, of what it means to 
more constantly and consciously live up 
to our community values of stewardship, 
sharing, simplicity and service. That is 
what I am struggling with and for which 
I ask the Lord and the significant others 
in my life for sometime to wrestle with 
and resolve. 

From where I am, nothing that 
bright appears in the horizon… for 
me, and worse probably for our youth. 
Digging in seems to be recourse of 
people like me who cannot or can no 
longer do anything immediate to rectify 
or escape from our dire situation. When 
is deliverance coming? How long will the 
wait be?  I hope it will not be waiting for 
Godot. At this very moment, I earnestly 
hope I can emulate the likes of Job and 
Jonah.

 
Meantime, I guess the Lord must be 

telling me in ways more than one to hang 
on and just keep on doing whatever is 
good within my capacity. He impresses 
upon my quasi-beleaguered mind that 
this is as good a time as any to harken 
more to His words of inspiration, and 
persistently PUSH (pray until something 
happens)… harder. 

Lord, this indeed is a very tall 
order. While I say so be it to You, Lord, 
guide me through the ways to love this 
neighbor.  

among the Hyatt 10 who called for 
GMA’s resignation.  However, their 
replacements, for example Teves, were 
also seen as very credible and tried and 
tested in their respective fields.

     The two immediate causes of the 
current political crisis came about 
because of the Senate hearing on 
jueteng payoffs (which has since been 
discontinued with no apparent concrete 
results) and the illegal wiretapped 
conversations released to the media.  
After GMA admitted to call ing a 
Comelec official and apologized for 
“lapses of judgement”, calls for GMA’s 
resignation came from various sectors.  
The much-awaited statement of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the 
Philippines did not call for GMA’s 
resignation but stressed accountability.  
The Bishops Businessmen Conference, 
some university groups and academics 
as well as the military had the same 
position as the CBCP.  

     The one million strong people power 
projected by the opposition and other 
forces against GMA did not materialize.  
GMA did not resign but called for 
fundamental change in the political 
system via charter change.
     Why is there no moral outrage?  SLB 
offers the following reasons: the issues 
are complex, there is confusion over 
the multiple solutions and combinations 
offered.  The situation is in constant 
flux, everyday there is something new.  
The authenticity of the tapes is still in 
question.  People are tired of going out 
to the streets (we may add that perhaps 
people just want to follow the rule of 
law and due process). Also, there is 
no acceptable alternative leader nor 
credible champion (parepareho silang 
lahat?).  And, although seemingly 
piecemeal, there are reforms being 
done by the GMA administration.

     Whatever the outcome of this current 
political crisis, the fact remains that long 
term political reforms are needed to 
get the country back on track.  These 
reforms such as the  call for charter 
change and other institutional reforms 
should be distinguished from the 
resolution of the present political crisis.
     So, given all these, what can ordinary 
citizens like us do?  SLB invites us to 
do the following:

Manalangin - Sa biyaya at mahabaging 
awa ng Ama, pagsama-samahin natin 
ang ating puwersa bilang isang Bayan 
ng Diyos at magsumamo na iahon tayo 
sa ating kinasasadlakan.…
Maninidigan –Magbunga nawa ang 

con’t on page 7

A national situationer on the 
political crisis. ..from page 1
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Dear Joia, 

The morning after you were born, it suddenly occurred to me, 
you are not in my tummy anymore... 

Oh how I miss your gentle kicks, the mysterious bumps, 
the rhythmic beats you make.

And you were with me wherever I was.
You shared all my feelings... joys, excitement, pains, anxieties.

We were one.
I miss you.

I realized it was the same feeling after giving birth
to Joaquin and Janais; it is just that now, 

I am not sure if I am going to experience the same awe anymore.

Now, after a week of your arrival, although nights have been erratic,
I find myself not getting enough of you!

If it weren’t for the worry of you getting used to being carried,
I’d cradle you in my bosom, put your cheek next to mine,

touch your soft skin, and savor your innocent fragrance....
all day!

I find myself praying that time may not be fast....
as these days are days of thanksgiving and miracle for me.

Of you coming to our life, and me experiencing the love
so unexplainable that tears of joy may be too modest o express it.

I love you Joia.

Mom Jane

Joia Eujanah de los 
Reyes Aldeguer (or 
Joia) came to this world 
last June 24, 2005. She 
is the third child of Jojo 
and Jane Aldeguer of 
the Sal Terrae (Salt 
of the Earth) BCGG, 
a n d  c o n c u r r e n t l y 
subcommittee heads of 
the ME Ministry . Joia 
is by far considered the 
youngest haranista to 
date having joined her 
parents do the harana 
together with other 
members of Magis Deo 
community at the most 
recent ME weekend 
held at BLD retreat 
house in Dasmarinas, 
Cavite.

ating panalangin sa isang paninidigan 
ayon sa Mabuting Balita tulad ng payo 
ng Kalipunan ng mga Katolikong Obispo 
sa Pilipinas….

Makialam – Maging matalas sa pag-alam 
sa bantog ngunit huwas at mapalinlang, 
Ipalaganap ang kilusang pagmumulat ng 
kamalayan ng bawat Pilipino, at tutulan 
ang mga mapagsamantalang grupo na 
may makasariling adhikain….  

     There were various reactions to 
SLB’s presentation.  Monchet Albert said 
that the presentation already assumed 
GMA was guilty when that still had 
to be proven.  Henry Cruz wanted to 
know if SLB had data on what could be 
the reason for the Philippines’ lagging 
behind its neighbors?  Tina Mossesgeld 
shared one possible reason:  according 
to foreign investment analysts, every 
time the country’s economic situation 
improves, we Filipinos always manage 
to shoot ourselves in the foot, e.g. 
the Oakwood Mutiny and other coups 
or other events that lead to political 
instability.  Fil Alfonso expressed his 
view that we should unite as a people, 
otherwise extremists from the left and the 
right will be tempted to take advantage 
of the situation.  After the talk, another 
member approached Javi to say that 
going back 40 years of lack of economic 
progress in the country in response to 
GMA’s claim that we are on the verge 
of takeoff seems to compare apples 
and oranges.  She said that if one looks 
at the favorable economic conditions 
last year and in the first half of this year 
before the hearing on jueteng and the 
Garci tapes, the Philippines was indeed 
geared for take off.

     The evening ended with a sense of 
unfinished business still waiting center 
stage. No clear-cut directions or ready 
answers – a situation that Ignatius could 
very well consider a state of “desolation”. 
The thing to do in times of desolation 
-  is to do nothing. No decisions, until 
things become clear, and we move to 
a state of consolation. As SLB pointed 
out – now, more than ever, is the time 
to pay attention to God’s Word, in 
prayer, scripture, or through the Church 
through which the Spirit speaks. And 
just as important, this is the time to 
make “pakialam” – study, understand 
the realities of our situation, understand 
what it is in ourselves, in our culture, that 
contribute to the situation and what it is 
in that same culture that could propel us 
to liberation and the enjoyment of all the 
blessings God intended us to have when 
He gave us our country.

A national situationer on the 
political crisis. ..from page 6
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The last Suyuan 
for the month of July 
was conducted at the 
St. Andrew Parish in 
Bel-Air II in Makati 
City. 

In attendance 
were 6 couples from 
the city. This was 
the 5th Suyuan of the 
Parish and was requested by Ricky & 
Belle Gutierrez of the Couples Family 
Life Ministry who acted also as the 
auxiliaries together with Ed Cuenca. 
The Couple-Facilitators were Pocholo 
& Merly Cea assisted by Tita Cathy 
Rafael and Ferdie Cruz. The mass was 
officiated by Msr. Emmanuel Sunga.

Suyuan at St. Andrew Parish 
in Makati City

Pocholo & Merly Cea as couple-facilitators

As a whole the ME Weekend on 
19-21 August was a very tiring but 
most rewarding experience. Working 
with different kinds of people is not 
new to me but the biggest difference 
was that ME Class 79 was just a set 
of beautiful couples with big hearts so 
willing to do things for others without 
any expectation or reward.  I felt the 
hand of the Lord in very many ways 
during the Weekend. 

Reflections of an ME Auxiliary
by  Louren Dacanay

(Rufo & Louren Dacanay are the Main Coordinating Couple for Magis 79)

For one, the task assigned to each of 
us was just perfect and fit each one. The 
“kakulitan ng mga Secretariat,” Danny & 
Lilian, Leo & Grace, and their particular 
ability to look at the smallest details 
contributed to making the Weekend a 
success.  Shane & Tina, with their parish 
community service, were great with the 
vigil room assignment, exhibiting patience 
and dedication in taking care of the non-
stop vigil.  Robert & Shiela, Tony & Emie, 
Dwin & Gie were perfect for the many 

important tasks... serving as bell boys 
and the ladies for registration of keys, 
the arrangements in the kitchen and the 
snacks.  Most of all, their willingness to 
accept my inputs with open minds truly 
was a blessing.  The Conference Room 
couples, Terry & Virgie, Raul & Ching, 
Red & Elsa, with their maturity were 
simply the right persons to support Fr. 
Tanseco in the conference room, taking 
care of all the details in a swift and 
efficient manner. The music was great 
and lively with Egay & Jaja, and, coupled 
with their sense of humor, made the 
atmosphere light and gay. Trini’s focus 
on money matters with Emil’s sense of 
humor proved to be a big asset for the 
group. Our bell ringers Danny and Terry 
were prompt and diligent.  Malu and 
Philip were very capable shepherds and 
Josie and Ike were good directors. The 
Lord took care of everything, even for 
some confusing moments.  

I am a very controlling person 
and making us the coordinating couple 
gave me the opportunity to practice 
what I have been trying to learn: “Man 
proposes... but the Lord disposes.” This 
weekend gave me many instances to 
remember that.

 
Fr. Ruben was not the scary 

person that I had pictured him to be. 
He was calm and holy when he speaks. 
His experience showed in his way of 
speaking.  I did not get to listen as much 
as I wanted to. And I did try to go into the 
conference room to listen but would be 
called out for one reason or another. But 
I did listen to Marivic’s talk on marriage in 
the modern world where she talked about 
her struggles. Here I felt God’s hand. I 
felt as if the whole event from Friday up 
to the early morning of Saturday was to 
bring me to that talk.  My being in the 
conference room during that talk helped 
me understand the trial we are going 
through now with our child.

Lastly, Rufo was the greatest 
surprise of all. He was patient with me 
and very serious about his role in the 
whole weekend even if it took him away 
from all the activities. His generosity and 
love made that weekend very meaningful 
for me. I can say a lot more... and 
email is not enough. Thank you for the 
opportunity to be the best we can be in 
serving others.
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An ME Weekend on the Eve of the 
GAZA Pull-Out

It  was almost midnight of 
18 August 2005 and I was tired 
and sleepy coming from work 
and a meeting.  As I was about to 
pray, I did not know what to ask 
God.  I had been praying to Him 
for the past weeks for a bountiful 
harvest and peaceful conduct of 
the ME Weekend which my Magis 
79 will sponsor.   But on the eve 
of the ME Weekend, I felt numb 
and thought that anyway, He will 
take care of everything.  Then I 
remembered Philip and missed 
him, and I switched on the TV 
remote as Philip would if he was 
at my side.  CNN headline:  GAZA 
Pull-Out.   

Awe took over me.  My 
heart beat faster, my drowsiness 
gone, my body revitalized, and 
my mind focused on the events 
unfolding before my eyes.  I was 
so touched by the magnitude and 
extent of restraint and calmness 
in what was expected to be a 
violent resettlement of the Jews 
out of Gaza, an area contested by 
the Palestinians and which, under 
the peace agreement, will be 
turned over to the Palestinians.  
The men in uniform exhibited so 
much calmness, compassion, 
and empathy.  The Jewish 
settlers did not resist and showed 
sobriety and acceptance.  It was 
a very touching experience.  
The political undertones did not 
stand out.  It was the calm that 
stood out.  God must have been 
there!!!  This would not have been 
possible without the enfolding of 

by   Malu Panlilio
(Philip & Malu Panlilio are the Shepherd Couple

for Sponsoring Class Magis 79)

Calmness, Compassion, Empathy, Acceptance

con’t on page 10
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                Every morning I wake up with gladness 

                Even though my life is filled with madness 
                But today is a special day 

                Because everybody remembers YOUR way. 

                YOU are simple, YOU are thoughtful 
                YOU are cheerful, YOU are faithful 
                YOU are tough, YOU are enough 

                For YOU are the Source of all resources. 

                YOU are the Provider, YOU are the Founder 
                YOU are the Comforter, YOU are the Supporter 

                YOU are Powerful, YOU are Hopeful 
                For YOU are the All-knowing, the GOD of everything. 

                I thank YOU everyday 
                Even if it is not my birthday 

                For YOU blessed me with everything I have 
                And everything I do not have. 

                I rejoice in YOUR voice 
                And pray to make the right choice 

                To always live with love 
                So I can be with You up above. 

                Bless my heart, bless my ways 
                To make You happy and follow You always 

                I will love You now & forever 
                My Source, my Provider.

Thanksgiving Prayer 
to the Source

by JohnMarie Ledesma (Sal Terrae BCGG)
She is a senior product manager of Henkel Phils.

Composed by the author on her birth anniversary last August 9, 2005

the Holy Spirit, leading everyone 
to do what is good.   I felt goose 
pimples over me and felt God was 
with me, too.

  
Strengthened by th is 

vivid manifestation of God’s love 
permeating a highly divisive and 
potentially violent situation, I 
slept well and came to the ME 
Weekend the next day armed 
with so much trust in God.  If God 
made peace possible in Gaza, 
then He should be able to provide 
the serenity for the ME Weekend.  
And He did!  The ME Weekend 
was blessed with 27 couple 
participants, joined in by a single 
lady, 2 nuns, and 1 priest.  Despite 
the large group and apparent 
marital concerns, the Weekend 
drew so much inspiration from 
God’s love and goodness as 
articulated by Fr. Ruben Tanseco 
and made evident by the sharing 
of Rami & Mimi Santos and Cesar 
& Marivic Pareja, the openness of 
the participants (Magis 82), the 
steadfast oversight given by Ike 
& Josie Llamas, the generous 
response of incoming shepherds 
Charly & Jay NgSy and July 
& Norma Salazar, the musical 
support of Eli & Edith Prieto, Claro 
Santos, Edison de Guzman, Magis 
Deo Choir, the warm welcome of 
Magis haranistas, and the sincere 
service provided by Magis 79 
auxiliaries.  

The Weekend opened 
windows to many where doors 
seemed to be shut.  The Weekend 
started a community of support 
and affirmation…lifting up what 
has already begun in us.  Thank 
you, Lord!  You never fail to amaze 
us.

An ME Weekend on 
the Eve of the GAZA 
Pull-Out .......from page 9
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by Ferdie Cruz

The Sunday of August 7, 2005 
was a very hectic day for the Outreach 
Ministry. It was the day that 2 BEM 
seminars were simultaneously held 
for the Outreach areas of Pateros and 
Payatas/Olandes.

 
The BEM in Pateros was held at 

the 4th floor of Sta. Ana Bgy. Hall in 
Pateros, Metro Manila. The facilitator 
was Monchito Mossesgeld of Cana 
BCGG and the couple-sharers were 
Doy & Becky Dizon of Archangel/
Gabriel BCGG. The auxiliaries were 
from Corinthian/Sothel BCGG under 
Ciel & Manette Yap and assisted by the 
Pateros Group. 10 couples and 9 singles 
attended the whole day seminar. Tita 
Cathy Rafael and I visited the area in the 
morning and prepared the certificates. 
Tita Cathy also served as facilitator 
during the morning sharing.

During the lunch break Tita and I 
proceeded to CeFam in 
Ateneo, Quezon City where 
the Payatas/Olandes 
group were just starting 
their lunch break. This 
group had 13 couples and 
6 singles in attendance. 
The facilitator for the day 
was Fr. Kit Bautista of 
Ateneo High-School and 
the couple-sharers were 
Eli & Edith Prieto of Genesis BCGG. 
The auxiliaries for the group were 
members of Isaiah BCGG of Monchet 
& Mary-Lou Albert assisted by Djarn 
Pestano of the Outreach Ministry, Angie 
Badillo, Suyuan Shepherd, of Olandes 
and Mon Go of Gentiles BCGG. Mon 

Buhay Espiritual ng Mag-Asawa

was also requested by 
Tita Cathy to record on 
audiotape the whole 
seminar.

It was a tiring day 
for the whole people 
involved in these 2 
seminars especially 
Tita Cathy who had to 
walked-up the stairs in 

going to the 4th floor of Pateros and 3rd 
floor of CeFam venues. She puts us to 
shame with her energetic commitment 
to the outreach program giving her time, 
talent and treasure. For those who have 
not done their share, as Sen. Juan 
Flavier has said, “Let’s DOH it.”

Monchito Mossesgeld as facilitator in Pateros

Fr. Kit Bautista, S.J. as facilitator for the 
Payatas/Olandes group held at CeFam 
in Ateneo

(From top photo)Tita Cathy 
in Pateros while Mary-Lou 
facilitated a group from Payatas/
Olandes. Doy & Becky Dizon as 
couple-sharers for the Pateros 
group while Eli and Edith Prieto 
for the Payatas/Olandes group

my people humble themselves, humble 
themselves and pray…I will heal their 
land.” And in the tones of an evangelist 
claiming victory in the face of defeat 
declared “We will have Christmas!” 

Did we sing “Bayan ko” afterwards? 
Memory fails, but that evening enormous 
crowds gathered at EDSA shrine (our 
Jerusalem!) And there, inscribed at 

the base of the shrine, was the very 
same quotation “If my people humble 
themselves and pray, I will heal their 
land.”

That line is cast in bronze and 
daily corrodes in the fumes and smog 
of EDSA crossing. Few look its way, and 
if they do, don’t notice. But crisis has a 
way of resurrecting the forgotten, that 
is the job description for prophets, and 
this is God’s message for us today. If my 
PEOPLE – not my leaders - humble 
themselves and pray, I will heal their 

land. When the people change, the 
leaders will change. No need to curse 
the dark. Just that spark of divinity God 
put in me, take it and light one little 
candle, and let the transformation of our 
nation begin. With me.

*It was amusing to read leaders’ 
frailties are not unique. Rehoboam had 
eighteen wives and sixty concubines.

I will heal your land
...from page 4
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Calendar of Activities
SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER 2005

September
02        Community Celebration  San Carlos, Lay Formation
2 - 4 ME – 2     P 3,000/couple
16-18 SDR     Canossa Retreat House
      Fr. Ruben Tanseco,SJ
      P 3,500/couple
20 Council Meeting   Magis Deo Office, Ateneo

Birthday Celebrants
SEPTEMBER

Wedding Anniversaries 
SEPTEMBER

2 Susan Palanca Class 74
 Gemini Sanchez Class 82
3 Nina Deang Magis XLI
 Lira Sarigumba Emmanuel
 Albert Zenarosa Class 82
4 Hero Faculanan Class 68
 Neo Gonzales Class 71
 Caloy del Rosario Class 73
5 Benjie Santiago Gentiles
6 Gina Ledda Class 73
 Wai Cheong Kon Class 74
 Jeszar Pangilinan Class 78
7 Regie de Guzman Cor./Sothel
 Marivic Canoso Magnificat
8 Mama Mary 
 Henry Cruz Magis XLI
 Alan Aguado Class 71
10 Lelet Abastillas Galilee
 Glo Boren Agnus-Dei
 Henry Torrecampo Class 77
 Fatima Umali Class 78
11 Jun Sison Lights
 Bill Estarija Ignatians
12 Leslie Gatchalian Cor./Sothel
 Jojo Aldeguer Class 68
 Ernie de los Santos Class 76
13 Noel Morada Romans X
 Regie de Guzman Cor./Sothel
14 Joy Uy-Tioco Micah 6:8
 Alex Sandique Cavite Group
 Emmi Punzalan Class 71
15 Vicky Brillantes Cana
 Mel Pelayo Class 67
16 Jaime Lara Class 67
 Famie Domingo Class 74
 Mary Geraldine Calderon Class 78
17 Roy Baldo Emmanuel
 Teresa Gervasio Mustard Seed
 Norayda Ballao Class 77
 Rufo Dacanay Class 79
18 Beng Pascual Cor./Sothel
 Au Ocampo Cor./Sothel
 Pia Magdato Micah 6:8
 Ghie delos Santos Class 79
19 Myr Seranilla Mustard Seed
 Mina de Castro Emmanuel
 Jojo Cruz Mustard Seed
 Ermina De Castillo Emmanuel
 Noralyn Agcaoili Class 82
20 Jon Cobico Thessalonians
 Eugina Bernabe Class 82
21 Gaylord Cordero Philippians
 Mat Chavez Class 74
 Roland Tiongson Lights
 Ember Silva Class 79
22 Vic Arnaiz Micah 6:8
 Tetchie Viduya Class 79
23 Aida Lacsamana Cor./Sothel
24 Mel Policarpio Philippians
 Robert Tumalian Class 79
25 Ruben Lacsamana  Cor./Sothel
 Jojo de Castro  Emmanuel
 Eusebio De Castillo Emmanuel
26 Norma Salazar Agnus-Dei
 Chie Llamas Cor./Sothel
 Lucy Mella Thessalonians
 Aileen Orogo Class 68
27 George Pascual Cor./Sothel
29 Atet Mabanta Matthew
 Juliet Carpio Class 81
30 Jojo Baladad Class 81
 Jo Sanchez Class 74

                                                                                      
                                                                                                               
8 Paul & Jo Sanchez Class 74
 Renante &Melanie Laroco Class 78
12 Erwin & Inday Panuncialman Class 74
15  Norman& Lelet Abastillas   Galilee
17 July & Norma Salazar Agnus-Dei
18 Joe & Myr Seranilla Mustard Seed
19 Jun & Jelly Gapul Class 71
20 Roy & Annie Baldo Emmanuel 
21  Gaylord & Norma Cordero Philippians
22 Val & Glo Bisquera Gentiles
23 Jojo & Lira Sarigumba Emmanuel
26 Willie & Nora Melaya Micah 6:8
29 Apin & Chie Llamas Corinthian/Sothel
30 Rey & Suzette Coronel Lights
 Joamar & Rhodora Sevilleno Class 75

October

1 & 8 PEP – Teens Seminar Workshop CeFam
04 Shepherds & Ministry Heads Meeting3
07 Community Celebration  San Carlos, Lay Formation
18 Council Meeting   Magis Deo Office, Ateneo
29-30 Shepherding 1    CeFam

November

04 Community Celebration  Corinthian Gardens
5-6 Shepherding 2    CeFam
15 Council Meeting   Magis Deo Office, Ateneo
18-20 ME Weekend    BLD Covenant House
23 Fr. Ruben’s Birthday
25 Pastoral Council Election
26-27 Team Training Seminar  CeFam
29 Organizational Meeting


