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Formation for Mission
It’s the day of hearts on 14 February.  Without getting
hooked on the commercialism of Valentine’s, are you
willing to go back in time and romanticize the loving
ways you have shared with your spouse?  You will be
amazed and feel good at the many good things you can
thank God for because of your spouse.  Thank you,
Lord, for the grace of your love embodied in the very
person of my spouse …

con’t on page 8

Key traits of servanthood cited;
commissioning rites held

“Obedience to God and
compassion towards others”.

These are the two main
characteristics of servanthood,
according to Bishop Teodoro
Bacani guest presider over the
Magis Deo’s community
celebration -teaching held last
January 6th, First Friday, at the
LayForce, San Carlos Seminary in
Guadalupe.

Bishop Bacani disclosed these
two key traits in his homily which
was based on the gospel where
God identifies His Son as the
chosen One, the servant of Yahweh
destined to be the instrument of
Man’s salvation.

Obedience to God connotes
offering one’s total self and will to
God as in the classic case of St.
Thomas More who claimed to be his
“King’s most loyal servant, but
God’s first”.

Compassion towards others
refers to our unconditional love for
others as shown in our deeds or
action. If there is more love, more
life shown to and for God (actually
the Magis about us), then more and
more people will be electrified by
what they see, accordiug to Bishop
Bacani.

Meantime, the commissioning
rites for new Pastoral Council,
Ministry Heads, shepherds,
BCGGs, and community members
were held shortly with the Bishop
presiding over it.

The new Council is composed
of: Monchito and Tina Mossesgeld,
chaircouple; Philip and Malu
Panlilio, vice chaircouple; Regie
and Daisy de Guzman; Eli and
Edith Prieto; Lito and Jet Quimel;
Benz and Vina Dimanalata; and,
Ted and Susan Concepcion.

A three-pronged thrust was
agreed upon for this year by some 40
community members who attended
the whole day annual planning-
evaluation workshop spearheaded by
the pastoral council at the Cefam in
the Ateneo campus last January 8th.

The three thrusts for the year
based on the groups’ analyses of the
community’s so-called lights and
shadows (or, strengths and
weaknesses) as well as hopes (or
objectives) are:

1.Deepen spirituality through
praxis (inclusive of advocacy,
outreach), formation programs, and
having a sense of mission;

2.Involve all members for
marginalized families through Gawad
Kalinga and other partners; and,

3.Increase membership
(inclusive of membership retention)

3 Magis Deo
thrusts set for

2006

Bishop Teodoro
Bacani

con’t on page 8

Have you hugged you wife today?
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Come follow me
from page 3

which are self-serving,
manipulative, and evil – toward a
renewed life of deep love, which
is other – centered, and therefore
God – centered. A radical
paradigm-shift.

Romy (not his real name),
is married and has three children.
He is basically a good provider,
but on the side, he had been having
an extramarital affair for years,
unknown to his wife and children.
The emotional gap in
communication and intimacy
between himself and his family
widened dramatically. He knew in
his mind that what he was doing
was downright immoral, but he
rationalized it by convincing
himself that he was genuinely in
love with both his wife and the other
woman, so how can you go wrong
with love! Until a friend innocently
invited him to a weekend retreat,
and there it happened. The
centerpoint of the weekend was
the very Gospel incident for today:
“The kingdom of God is at hand.
Repent, and believe in the
gospel…. Come after me, and I will
make you fishers of men.” Romy’s
heart was touched to the core, and
he was never the same again. Not
only has he become a most faithful
and loving husband and father. He
is the leader of a very active self-
help program for the poor in their
parish.

Pete (not his real name
either) was general manager of a
medium-sized factory with fifty
employees under him. He became
aware that most of the employees
were underpaid, and had hardly
any benefits. His social
conscience disturbed him, so he
decided to do something about it,

The Gift of Heroic
Leadership. This serves as a
personal appeal to our current and
former Presidents, in the name of
God, to make the supreme effort
of coming together to discern what
is for the good of our country. This
will entail no less than heroic efforts
of leadership from each one of
them.

This will involve four unique
values:

1) Self-awareness. To
understand my strengths,
weaknesses, values, and
worldview.

2) Ingenuity. To confidently
innovate and adapt to embrace a
changing world.

3) Love. To engage others
with a positive, loving attitude.

4) Heroism. To energize
myself and others through heroic
ambitions

(From Chris Lowney, Heroic
Leadership).

The above – mentioned
pillars of success would apply, not
only to national leaders, but to each
one of us as well. Each one of us is
a leader. As Lowney explains, our
leadership springs from within. It’s
about who I am and what I do.
Leadership is my way of living. It is
a lifelong task.

May we all respond to God’s
epiphany with the gift of heroic
leadership.

at the risk of his own life. The family
that owned the company were
heartless and self-serving, with
hardly any concern for the human
welfare of their employees, let
alone their family living wage,
according to the law. Pete
courageously organized the
employees into a labor union, all
the way to a strike. And during a
heated confrontation between the
striking employees and the
company security guards, Pete
mediated, and was fatally
wounded. He later passed away at
a nearby hospital. Without the least
hesitation, Pete gave his life for
love of his fellowmen.

On the wider, national level,
as I have expressed in this column
time and time again, God’s call to

us is to let go of our inordinate
attachments and follow him in
being “fishers of men.” Persons are
more important that possessions.
A family living wage for the poor and
jobs for the jobless. More benefits
for the ordinary workers, and a
greater share of profits for our poor
farmers and fishermen. All this out
of a compassionate concern for the
human life and dignity of our
underprivileged families. This will
definitely mean a dramatic
lessening of profits for our
capitalists and landowners, and a
more equitable distribution of
God’s resources.

Christ’s imperative for
social justice is insistently
addressed to our top political and
economic leaders – the holders of
money and power. Are you listening
to his call? Are you ready to
abandon your nets and be his
followers?

My gifts to Jesus
from page 3
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Sunday Homily
The Philippine Star

Ruben M. Tanseco, S. J.

Gold. Frankincense. Myrrh.
These were the gifts which the
earthly kings offered to the Divine
King as they prostrated
themselves to give Him homage.
Homage for having been given
and guided by the Star to the
Epiphany, the manifestation of
God’s gift to the world – no less
than Himself. The revelation of God
to you and me. Love personified
in Jesus Christ.

And what do we give in
return? If the Magi offered gold,
frankincense, and myrrh, can we
not give something MORE? What

is my gift to Jesus? What is yours?
He gives us love personified. Shall
we give less? “Amor con amor se
paga,” as the saying goes. Return
love for love.

We are then to continue the
Epiphany, the Revelation of God to
others. This is the one and only
meaning of our lives. Every one of
us. Whoever we are. According to
each one’s unique gifts and
talents. My epiphany as LOVER.
This is my gift to Jesus, to my
neighbor, to the world.

The Gift of Family. Like
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, every
child, mother, and father knows
what this means. Life, love, growth,
and Godliness all start with family.
From an infant’s innocent smile, to
his sudden cry in the middle of the
night. From the parents’ joys and
pains in raising the child as well
as in earning a living, in loving one
another unconditionally – in
sickness and in health, in poverty
and in plenty – until death. All this
and more is what a devoted
husband-and-father calls the
Sacred in the Ordinary, the
Sacrament of the Routine, the
Liturgy of Daily Life. He expressed
this in the form of a prayer:

“Dear God, it is in the small
acts that I show you who I am. The
grand gestures I do for others. I
offer the small ones for you since
you alone will notice. I give them
to you, each act another word in
the most complete prayer I can
offer you, the prayer that is my life.”
(From Ernest Boyer, Jr., Finding
God At Home).

The Gift of Creativity. One
way to love the Creator in return is
to be His co-creator. The
possibilities of this are endless.
From the most talented to the least
talented. From the most able to the
most disabled. Let me just single
out one dramatic example.

I recently received an Art
Calendar 2006 – reproduced from
original pictures painted by
disabled artists without hands,
from the Association of Mouth and
Foot Painting Artists, Inc., a self-
supporting group who earn their
living by painting pictures for cards
and calendars with either mouth or
foot! Tears simply welled in my
eyes as I contemplated those
beautiful paintings one after
another. God’s law of
compensation is just amazing.
And the gifts of these disabled
artists to God and to the rest of us
are equally amazing.
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After centuries of
Christianity in our land, we still have
a long way to go in following Christ
as a nation. Today, insistent Lover
that he is, Christ calls us once
again and urgently invites us before
it is too late.

“The Kingdom of God is at
hand. Repent, and believe in the
gospel…. Come after me, and I will
make you fishers of men.” (From
today’s Gospel reading, Mk. 1: 14-
20). This call is addressed to all –
whatever is your institutional
religion, race, culture, or status in
society. The universal, interfaith
Christ invites us to own and share
the Creator’s one and only law of
Love.

January 8, 2006
My gifts to Jesus

Come follow me

con’t on page 2 con’t on page 2

January 22, 2006

The first four disciples who
were fishermen literally
abandoned their nets and followed
him. What about us? What does it
mean for us to abandon our nets
and to follow him? What does this
mean for a husband-and-father, a
wife-and-mother, a son or
daughter, a farmer or fisherman, an
employee or an employer, a private
citizen or a public leader – all the
way to the Presidency of our
country?

Abandoning one’s nets
means no less than a radical
conversion of heart, a turning away
from one’s patterns of sinfulness,
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Today’s celebration, the feast of the Epihany,

is an important feast for us.  This

celebration is significant for us because

we affirm that Jesus is the saviour of all

nations and cultures.  Not only us

Christians. Jesus is not only the God of

Israel but the God of all nations. The first to

receive the effect of salvation were the

Jewish people; then, through them and

from them, Christ reached out to all of

humanking.  It is the universal outreach of

Christ’s saving mission that we celebrate

today. It  affirms the Catholicity or universality

of our faith.  Epiphany is that time of the

year when we once again realize our unity

with all our fellow believers as we are drawn

together by the ripples of love and light that

emanate from the birth of Jesus Christ.

What brings us together as a community

is our faith; that God is with us .through

Jesus Christ who is the light of the world.

In Jesus, to the light and life of God all of

humankind is drawn together out of the

darkness of sin and death and welcomed

home to the light and life and love of God.

We see in the Gospel today the wise men

find in the manger the one they have

followed as shone in the sky. The wise men

see clearly the one they have long awaited

as he lay hidden among the stars. The wise

men gaze in deep wonder at what they see:

heaven on earth, earth in heaven, man in

God, God in man, one whom the whole

universe cannot contain, now enclosed in

a tiny body.  As the wise men look, they

believe and bring their gifts. The wise men

from the east represent the coming to Christ

of the entire non-Jewish world.

The Gospel tells us that in reality it is God

who leads the wise men on their journey

and it is God who reveals the child to them.

It is God who is revealing the mystery of

Christ to all nations. That’s the mystery we

celebrate today, the mystery of God in

Christ revealed to us in the midst of our

own life.

It is more often in the events of life that we

are aware of God’s presence.  It’s not that

“Let us continue the work of Christmas”
2005 Planning Workshop on the Feast of the Epiphany:

(Excerpts from the Homily delivered on 8 January 2008  by Fr. Cel

Reyes, S.J., Assistant Director,Center for Ignatian Spirituality)

we experience God’s presence as a flood

of light but rather like frequent pinpoints of

light.  Joyful events like the birth of a child

or a new relationship can move us deeply

and seem like a little revelation of God’s

love.  Frightening events, like being sick

and waiting for the results of medical tests

can make us so afraid that we know in a

new way how much we depend on God.

Painful events like the death of someone

we love can hurt our hearts so much that

only turning to God makes it bearable.

We are all different, each with our own

experiences. To some God may reveal

himself in a starling way, but for most of us

come to experience God in the difficult, sad,

and happy events of ordinary life.

Every one of our lives is depicted in the

Christmas Gospels not only in Matthew but

also in the Gospel of Luke.  Maybe we can

identify especially with the wise men in

today’s epiphany story.  Like the Eastern

pilgrims we are searching for meaning and

purpose in our lives; we are seeking

something greater and more lasting that

we are not finding in our profession or

career.  We may want to offer the gifts and

talents that God has given us in order to

love and to serve Him.

Some of us maybe like a “shepherd” in the

Gospel, struggling to make life for oneself

and his family.  We want our simple work

and efforts to mean something, to be

appreciated, to be respected.  You seek

only the dignity that rightfully belongs to

every human being.  Embrace the angel’s

glad tidings.  Welcome Jesus who has

come to make us like Him.

There maybe a bit of Herod in some of us.

Not so much the evil and crafty Herod of the

Gospel but for those who are so

overwhelmed with their pursuit for wealth

and honor, so overwhelmed by their anger

and jealousy that they destroy the lives and

dreams of others who get into their way.

The person whose one desire is to do what

he or she likes has no need for Jesus.  They

have to come down from the throne they

have built and to allow themselves to be

overwhelmed by God’s love and

foregiveness.

Jesus opened the way to God; He made it

possible for persons to enter into the

presence of God. We are invited to enter

into today’s Gospel story in our own

response to Jesus.  Shepherds and wise

once acknowledged His appearance as

decisive.  Everything is changed because

He has come among us.  We can ignore

Him and turn away, but we cannot avoid

the fact of His coming, which has defined

the purpose of life itself.  If we do not follow

him, we will be moving away from the light,

away from the homecoming God has

planned for us. To move toward the light is

to take up a lifelong discipleship.

God has disturbed our comfort, challenged

our prejudices, forced us to consider the

demands of love by taking His place among

the poor, as He once did in lowly

Bethlehem.  And so wherever we love,

forgive, serve and reconcile, we will find

God’s presence.  As we end this Christmas

season, let us not forget to continue the

work of Christmas.
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To be more so we can do
more for God

ISSUE NO. 02

On January 8, 2006, the
Ministry, Sector, Committee
and Subcommittee Heads,
the BCGG, ME and Post-LSS
Shepherds and the Pastoral
Council met to plan for 2006
and identified three major
community thrusts for this
year.

These three were chosen
as our community’s
expression of our love for
God, our fellow Filipinos and
our county. They were a
response of those present to
the challenge of our Spiritual
Director, Fr. Ruben M. Tanseco,
S.J., who opened the workshop
with an appeal for all of us in the
community to experience God not
only in our minds and hearts but
also in action through love for our
country and our fellow Filipinos. Fr.
Tanseco’s call echoed a well-
known statement of St. Ignatius of
Loyola that love is best expressed
in deeds.

 To express our love of God, our
fellow Filipinos and our country,
three thrusts were identified
and agreed upon:

1. Deepen spirituality
through formation and
praxis.

2. Involve all members in
holistic programs for
marginalized families
through Suyuan,
Gawad Kalinga and
other programs.

3. Increase membership
and strengthen
membership retention.

con’t on page 6

COUNCIL CORNER

The first thrust focuses
on deepening spirituality
which can simply be
defined as our way of
following and becoming
one with God. In the Magis
Deo Community, we seek
to find God in all things. We
seek to know and follow His
will. We see God working
in the world and we seek to
labor in his vineyard with
him. With a spirit of
generosity we seek to serve
and to do more for Him. We
seek to participate, quoting

Fr. Daniel Huang, S.J., Philippine
Jesuit Provincial, in God’s “great
enterprise of bringing life and
hope to people.” This was St.
Ignatius’ vision—and his
spirituality. It is likewise ours. This
is what we seek to deepen this
year so that we can follow God
more closely in greater freedom,
no matter what it costs.

The second thrust is about
working with the poor as an

expression of our community
mission to help build God’s
Kingdom here on earth.
Ignatian spirituality seeks to
not only to serve but to serve
where there is greater need.
Service is an essential
component not only of our
spirituality but also of our faith.
It is a necessary expression of
the second great
commandment of love: “Love
your neighbor.” In our country
today, the service of the poor,

by  Monchito & Tina Mossesgeld
 Chaircouple, Magis Deo Community Pastoral Council
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YOUTH Accelerates !
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The Youth Ministry started off its

2005 activities in May with the annual

Summer Camp, held in Calawis,

Antipolo. This was followed by a

reunion of the campers during the

June Community Celebration.

Things gained momentum as the

Youth invited the guest speaker from

“Haribon” for September and

followed it up with a Coastal Cleanup

at Lian, Batangas, in October. Finally,

a “Youth only” get-together in

November preceded the big Family

Day celebration held in December.

This year, the Youth Ministry

accelerates its activities and

promises to make 2006 an even

more exciting year.  Every other

month starting March, it plans to have

talks geared towards the Youth.

Apart from the summer camp,

activities will focus on “providing

opportunities for the Youth to practice

the Ignatian values of service and

stewardship”, such as assisting in

the Gawad Kalinga project of the

South Sector; pursuing the Coastal

Cleanup project that builds

from page 5

To be more so we can do more for God

the majority of our fellow Filipinos, is
without doubt where the greater need
exists. As a community, we will move
towards getting all members and the
small groups to which they belong to
participate with passion in service
through outreach activities, preferably
those in line with what the programs that
we, as a community have identified we
will be involved in. Working with the poor
not only helps them but likewise
transforms us. It is not only praxis but
part of our formation.

God’s Kingdom is not only a spiritual
kingdom. It is also a kingdom where,
according to  Fr. Carlos Abesamis, S.J.
in his reflection on the Beatitudes, the
“poor will have justice, liberation, joy; will
inherit the earth; and where people in
general will experience compassion; will

have an experience of God and will be
called children of God.” (A Third Look at
Jesus). For this reason, the second thrust
speaks of holistic programs for the poor.

The third thrust seeks to increase the
number of recruits into the community
and raise the rate of retention. We will
work towards getting many more
members into the community who can
benefit from our formation programs. We
will raise our level of caring for each other
so that our members may continue to
choose to remain in the community and
serve one another and those we are
called to serve outside the community.
We will, to borrow the thoughts and words
of Fr. Huang S.J., in the video on the
Jubilee Year of the First Jesuit
Companions produced by the Philippine
Jesuit Province, strengthen our

companionship and friendship, sharing
our dream and spirit as a community more
clearly and building a stronger sense of
community.

With an increased number of
community members, we will have more
opportunities for l iving out our
community’s mission. The more we are,
the greater the chances that we can reach
out to more people. The more we are, the
greater number of people and
communities we can serve.

We invite all members to participate
in all the programs and activities that the
community, through its ministries,
committees and sub-committees, will
implement to carry out these thrusts. In
2006, let us be more—as individuals,
families, small groups and as a
community so that we can do more for
God. Magis Deo.

Talks Activities
FEB Gawad Kalinga, Multinational Village (Feb 26)
MAR At Community CelebrationAt Summer Camp Level 1, Antipolo

Camp Level 1 (March 30-April 2)
APR At Camp Level 2 -Summer Camp Level 2, Batangas (Apr 5-8)

-Coastal Clean-up, Batangas (Apr 8)
MAY At Community Celebration (May 5)Reunion of Summer Campers (May 5)
JUN Gawad Kalinga  (Jun 18)
JUL At Community Celebration
AUG Young Adults Ignatian Retreat (Aug 19-20)
SEP At Community Celebration Int’l. Coastal Cleanup Day (Sept 16)
NOV At Community Celebration Planning Session for 2007

(with selected Youth)
DEC Family Day

awareness for environment care; and

an Ignatian retreat for Young Adults

(18-30yrs old).  In summary:

So we are calling all Youth, to

get ready for the 1st Gawad

Kalinga project on Feb 26. Also, to

mark your calendars for the

Summer Camps.  Level 1

(beginners/1st timers) is on March 30-

April 2, and Level 2 (those who have

attended a camp) is on April 5-8.

[Fees will be around P3000 for level

1, and P4800 for level 2 but we will

try to subsidize this again by getting

sponsors.]  Please call or text 0917-

8560580 before Feb 28, to reserve

slots for the summer camp.

by Abbey Tumbocon
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Annual Ignatian
Retreat 6
(AIR 6)

Subject:The Kingdom

Date: February 17-19, 2005

Place: Sacred Heart Novitiate

Retreat Master: Eva Galvey

Requirement:Have finished AIR 1

Available Slots: 40

Priority:Shepherds, Sharers,

Committee Heads

Fee:P1,300 per person

Coordinators: Suni Rodriguez,

0917-9274750

Maricel Suarez, 775-0778

I N D U S T R I E SI N D U S T R I E SI N D U S T R I E SI N D U S T R I E SI N D U S T R I E S

Lighting Fixtures, Ballast,

Emergency Light, Exit Light,

Pinlight, Floodlight, Highbay,

Emergency Power Pack,

• DESIGN • ESTIMATE

• INSTALLATION

SALES OFFICE
L3/F Unit A, One Burgundy Plaza,

307 Katipunan Ave., Loyola Heights,
Quezon City

Tel. Nos.: 435-9049 • 929-3570
Fax: (632) 434-4441

E-mail : genlite_ind@yahoo.com

Welcome, Jane
Magis admin secretary

I am pleased to announce the
appointment of Jane Fernandez
as our community’s new
Administrative Secretary.  Jane is
no stranger to Magis Deo having
been Mari’s reliever last year, June
to August 2005, when Mari went on
maternity leave.  Previously, Jane
worked as CPPJ’s secretary for
three years from 2002 – 2004.
She is a graduate of a 2-yr course
on Associate in Computer
Science.  Jane is a new mother of
a baby boy.  Jane will be reporting

by Vina Dimanalata

to the Secretariat Couple and/or
Pastoral Council.

You may contact Jane at Magis
Deo office telefax no. 426-7191
or in her mobile no. 0921-
5149257.  It is also best to email
your requests at
magisdeocommunity@yahoo.com
with copy to
vina_dimanalata@yahoo.com.

Let us all warmly welcome Jane
to the Magis Deo Community.

Double-wedding at
Payatas

(Right photo) Monchet  Albert,

Tita Cathy Rafael, Tita Marcia

Balderras and Philip Panlilio

stood as sponsors in the

Payatas double wedding on

January 15

January 2006 issue page 10 clarification:The de Guzman couple is now  the council overseer of the Finance committee

while Sps. Levy and Roxanne Espiritu are still the committee chair.
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Key traits of servanthood cited;
commissioning rites held

from page 1

The entire planning-evaluation
workshop started off with a short
New Year’s

message from Fr. Ruben
Tanseco, community spiritual
adviser, who harped once more on
the importance of “Magis” (or what
more can each one of us in the
community give to God). He
likewise exhorted the group to
focus more on Nationalism through
inculturation (that is, remembering
always that we are all Pinoys, and
not Americans / Westerns), and,
contextualization (that is, we are
part of the third world, not the first).

Fr. Ruben stressed once more
that there is a need now more than
ever to focus on what God has
made of us, what He gave us
(especially our beloved country),
and to assume full responsibility for
it as no one else will. As regards
the latter, Fr. Ruben enjoined the
community members to assume
their respective political role of
family to ensure that rights of the
family are constantly upheld.
Reneging on our role, especially
in the imparting of right values to
our family members (e.g. those
espoused and advocated by Atty.
Alex Lacson’s in his book “12 little
things that every Filipino can do for
his/her country”), will consequently
make the family the first to suffer
from society’s ills.

Another highlight in the day-
long activity was the film-showing
on the “The Jubilee of the First
Companions”. The film featured
and as synthesized later by Fr.
Danny Huang, SJ) the vision as
embodied by St. Ignatius de
Loyola, the passion as typified by
St. Francis Xavier, and, the caring
spirit as manifested by Blessed
___ Faber.

Two new BCGGs made their
respective pledges that night.
These were: Jeremiah and the

from page 1

3 Magis Deo
thrusts set for

2006

The workshop was
culminated by late afternoon
Sunday Mass.

Meantime, the whole day affair
was facilitated by spouses
Monchito and Tina Mossessgeld,
newly-commissioned pastoral
council chaircouple. They were
ably assisted by the other
councilmembers, namely: Benz
and Vina Dimanalata; Ted and
Susan Concepcion; Philip and
Malu Panlilio; Eli and Edith Prieto;
Regie and Daisy de Guzman; and,
Lito and Jet Quimel, as well as
former chaircouple Ed and Claire
Palma.

Disciples of Christ (DOC).
Jeremiah BCGG consist of: Clyde
and Pachot Abapo, shepherd
couple, with members Camilo and
Linda Belmoro, Alex and Malou
Caramat, Mae and Fely Redual,
and Marty and Marichu Regino.

DOC, meantime, is composed
of Tony and Lynne Arevalo,
shepherd couple, with members
Caloy and Hilda del Rosario, Noli
and Let Magdaleno, Jun and Amie
Deacosta, Buddy and Bhabie
Gumapac, Efren and Percy
Castanarez, Bhong and Laney
Ricohermoso, and Johnmarie
Ledesma.

Members are supposed to
accomplish the pledge form and
return the same immediately to the
Magis Deo Secretariat thru their
respective BCGG heads and later
thru their respective Sector Heads.

— ARA Jr. (1/16/06)

Why don’t you give love on
Christmas Day?...goes
the song of  Michael
Jackson. For 2
consecutive years now,
M.E. Class 74 (now Post
LSS class) composed of
6 couples, Eric & Myling
Hernandez, Albert & Pam
Narciso, Norman & Janet
Reyes, Cesar & Delsa
Sangalang, Phil & Agnes
Tumaneng and Tony &
Benny Vistan  headed by
shepherd couple Leony &
Mia Parada  joined by
Ramie & Mimi Santos of
Psalm 46 BCGG
visited the BAHAY SAN
RAFAEL – Home for
Special Children (paraphlegic) located at
Amadeo, Cavite. The group with their
families shared their time, played with
the kids & gave gifts, medicines, food

An Alternative Christmas
Celebration

etc. instead of the usual Christmas party
within the group. It was indeed a wonderful
feeling because the true spirit of
Christmas: LOVE was felt by everyone.
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The 2nd Suyuan batch from Montalban held at Cottolengo.

The facilitators were Pocholo & Merly Cea while the

auxilliaries were from Magnificat BCGG and some

members of Suyuan Batch 1. Ferdie G. Cruz

2nd Suyuan at Montalban

“Nag-enjoy talaga kami! Dito
lang kami sa likod ninyo kapag kailangan
ang aming magandang hula hands!” was
Dolly Llamas’ reply when I sent her a
text thanking her & their BCGG for
assisting in the Suyuan for the Deaf last
January 15, 2006 at the Our Lady of

Guadalupe Minor Seminary. We all
enjoyed that day as we sang with the
deaf couples through the sign language.
Indeed the start of year 2006 was grace-
filled having 2 Suyuan sessions on the
same day that Tita Cathy and Ferdie Cruz
had to meet at 6:30 a.m. and bring the
merienda and roses in Montalban.

The Suyuan for the Deaf had at
first 15 couples then was reduced to 10
couples & finally only 5 couples arrived.
(Some of the couples got lost along the
way). One couple had to leave when the
wife received a text message that her
mother passed away. The ever non-tiring
and energetic Tita Cathy asked her driver,

Suyuan for
the deaf

Nene, to bring the couple home. Ferdie
& Sheila Joson conducted the Suyuan
happily & expertly with their own style.
(although we all enjoyed laughing at
some “bloopers” like ringing the bell for
their break or telling them to hold hands
during the “conjugal dialogue” which
puzzled the deaf couples who complained
at once). It was the first time for the
members of Beatitudes BCGG to witness
a Suyuan through sign language. We all
sang the songs through sign language.
That day, Tita Cathy called us the “Magis
Deo Mute Choir”. Nette Arceo, head of
the said BCGG assured us that anytime
Tita Cathy needs auxiliaries even on short
notice, we can call on them. We
appointed them as the “Emergency
Auxies.” Thank God for such

commitment, generosity and service! And
as a reward, Norman & Lelet with their 3
kids brought 3 trays of delicious cooked-
spaghetti.

In the North, the veteran
facilitators, Pocholo & Merly Cea
conducted the Suyuan to 15 couples from
Montalban. (21 couples confirmed but
only 15 made it). The members of
Magnificat BCGG were generous enough
to serve as auxiliaries. Just like the

Beatitudes, just one call & they showed
up. Never said NO to Magis Outreach!
Thanks to Jet Quimel, Outreach Ministry
Overseer & Magnificat Head cooked a
sumptuous adobo meal.

While Suyuan was being
conducted in the North and Central
Sectors, members of different BCGGs in
the South Sector group gathered to visit
the Gawad Kalinga “Aya Village” in
Multinational for a probable mission area.
(Everyone is welcome to visit the place
and have a hand or experience in building
a house).

Thank you, Heavenly Father for
giving us the grace to serve you……

Djarn P. Pestaño
Outreach Ministry
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On January 15, 2006 Magis

went to the Multinational Village in

Panaranque. There is a depressed

com-munity of 106 families living on

what was formerly a garbage dump

site along a creek in a part of this

village. Gawad Kalinga (GK) has

enetered into a memorandum of

agreement with the Multinational

Village Association for a long term

“lease” on this site, the construction

of GK homes in it, and the

relocation of the families into this

housing.  

Magis Deo’s South Sector has

adopted the GK for its outreach

and the Multinational Village site

offers the prospect for a facilitated

involvement because of earlier

ground work undertaken by GK

and Couples for Christ. With the

support of many generous friends,

including the individual participation

of Magis members, the family of

Tony and Aida del Rosario

committed on November 27, 2005

to contribute what is emerging to

be the first 20 units of AYA’s GK

Village. These won’t be

enough. There are 86 more

families equally needing a more

secure roof over their heads.But it

is a start. 

January 15 was the occasion

for a second GK build. The first one

on December 27, 2005 involved

Aya’s GK Village:
a simple act of love

by Tony & Aida del Rosario

con’t on page 11
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laying out the site and the

foundations for the home units.This

time it included finishing the

masonry for the concrete

hollowblocks forming the walls to

be held in place and the

cementing of the posts that would

support the upper level units. As in

the first build there was Magis

presence and participation

especially by our respective

children.  

During a visit in between the

two “GK builds”, some of us visited

the site about 10 days after the first

build. Where there has been

nothing but an open area the walls

of several units had already been

set in place. We were told that the

women of the barangay would

work during the day. After returning

from their work elsewhere, their

husbands would continue working

with them late into the night under

auxiliary lights. One gets a sense

of people working together for a

common goal. You sense rising

HOPE and expectation among

them and feel blessed for being a

part of it.
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Calendar of Activities
February to April 2006

Birthday Celebrants
FEBRUARY

Wedding Anniversaries
FEBRUARY

1 Tony Arevalo Sirach

Janet Paredes Class 67

Mori Nishimori Class 74

Erlinda Pasion Class 75

Helen Chua Sirach

Margarita Soliven Class 83

2 Ronald Mayuga Class 71

Angelo Dungca Class 75

Melanie Laroco Class 78

Melito Montenegro Class 78

3 Lyra Angeles Emmanuel

Ligaya Lara Class 67

Ramil Clores Class 76

Sheila Tumaliuan Class 79

5 Pen Cortez Magis XLI

Jay Lazaro Class 74

6 Tony Tuviera Class 71

Gioco Go Class 74

7 Sul Moicecia Tubio Class 75

9 Ferdie Joson Sirach

Roselen Ocampo Class 74

10 Bernadette Tabio Class 79

Ricardo Vergara Jr. Class 81

11 Ed Guzman Genesis

Gary Canoso Magnificat

Dhes Amor Class 76

12 Mon Averia Arch. Gabriel

13 Norma Cordero Philippians

Cathy Rafael Agnus-Dei

Annie Baldo Emmanuel

Catalina Pasco Class 82

Catalina Santos Class 82

14 Boy Co Arch. Gabriel

Raffy Paredes Class 67

Weng Alvarez Ignatians

Alejandro Hortaleza Class 78

Tony Ruiz Class 79

Janet San Juan Class 83

17 Alex Kho John

Mike Magpayo Class 67

Syria Aquino Class 68

Mel Alejandrino Class 71

18 Bobby Torres Galilee

Marie Cruz Magis XLI

19 Aldrin Maravilla Class 77

Pruds Garcia Class 79

20 Ma. Teresita Bernardo Class 83

23 Mar Medina Class 74

24 Jerry Orbiana Magis XLI

Roberto Nazal Class 82

26 Edgar de Leon Galilee

Christine Mendoza Class 73

27 Glo Alli Kapatiran

Kay Kristo

28 Ed De Castro Class 74

Manuel Ahyong Jr Class 83

1 Dennis & Lorna Gamboa

Class 82

2 Bhoy & Lilia Co

Arch. Gabriel

Aaron & Kelly Flynn

Class 74

3 Rogie & Bernie De Guzman

Class 74

4 Engelbert & Laurice Supan

Class 83

8 Benz & Vina Dimalanta

Genesis

10 Danny & Irene Lim

Magis XLI

Charito & Danny Dimayuga

Sirach

Edmond & Arlene Dazo

Class 82

Miguel & Grace Salas

Class 82
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February

03 Community Celebration
-5 CPPJ CeFam, 250.00/each
10-12 MEW BLD Covenant House

Fr. Ted Gonzales
3,500/couple

10-12 ME-2 St. Scholastica, Tagaytay
3,000/couple

13 Council Meeting Magis Deo Office
17-19 AIR-6(The Kingdom) Sacred Heart Novitiate

Fr. Manoling Francisco
28 Shepherds & Ministry Heads Meeting1

March

03 Community Celebration
4-5 Shepherding 1 CeFam
10-12 SDR Canossa Retreat House
13 Council Meeting Magis Deo Office

April

1-2 Shepherding 2 CeFam
04 Sector & Ministry Heads Meeting1
07 Community Celebration San Carlos, Lay Formation
10 Council Meeting Magis Deo Office
21-23 MEW BLD Covenant House

11 Jaime & Norayda Ballao

Class 77

14 Leony & Mia Parada

Psalm 46

Manuel & Vivian Ahyong

Class 83

17 Arlan & Syria Aquino

Class 68

20 Egay & Djarn Pestano

Galilee

23 Leo & Grace Moselina

Class 79

24 Romulo& Arnaldy Andres

Class 81

27 Tony & Mads Tuviera

Class 71


