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Formation for Mission

The call of Ignatian
leadership

by Tony Arevalo

“Do you have the spirit of Magis
in yourself?” “Do you know how to
ride the turbulence, the ups and
downs of life?”

These were some of the thought-
provoking questions Bro. Karel San
Juan, S.J. fired at the group of Magis
Deo community members in
attendance at the first Friday
community celebration held at the
Layforce in San Carlos Seminary,
Guadalupe last October 6th.

The teaching, timed largely to set
the tone for the annual community
election of pastoral council members

early this
N o v e m b e r ,
covered five
aspects, namely:
the spirit of
Magis, journey of
d i s c e r n m e n t ,
s e l f -
transformation,
mission and
orientation, and
companionship

in mission. (Pls refer to the two-page
handout emailed earlier by the
Council to community members who
are enlisted under the yahoogroups).

As espoused and lived by St.
Ignatius, our lives as members of the
Ignatian community, should be
dedicated to doing and being more
for God, for His greater glory, and in
the process, doing and being more

con’t on page 8

A “Solomon” for all SISONs

In 1984, with the prodding of
concerned friends, Mom and Dad
joined the marriage encounter
weekend.  There they met Fr.
Rueben Tanseco.  We do not know
exactly what transpired in that
weekend.  We heard that Fr. Rueben
“saved” Mom and Dad’s critically
wounded marriage.  We heard that
Fr. Rueben was pivotal in Dad’s
complete turnaround. We heard a lot
of great things yet we were not
curious about the details.  What
mattered to us is that we knew and
felt that something good had
happened.  The marriage encounter
weekend was not an “instant cure”
to Mom and Dad’s ailing marriage.

Tribute to Fr. Tanseco Remembering Fr. Ruben
By Claire & Ed Palma

One of the things we asked ourselves
when faced with the question – “How
has Fr. Ruben  touched your life? - is “how
has Fr. Ruben made us look at ourselves
and our relationships?”  We feel the
question best sums up the impact he has
made on our life as a couple and as a
family.

Fr. Ruben, more than anyone else, has
helped disturb our sense of complacency,
forced us to look deeply inside ourselves,
and inspired us to discover a relationship
with Him that needs nurturing more and
more.

And the nurturing comes in the way
we relate with the world around us: the
people, the environment, our workplaces
and communities, the social and political

Karel San Juan, S.J.

Fr. Ritchie Santos, SDB

con’t on page 10

con’t on page 2

Dear Father Ruben, thank you for
helping us in our spiritual journey
these past 20 years. Through your
teachings you have taught us to
appreciate the value of family, the
value of having a personal
relationship with God, to care for our
less fortunate brothers and sisters,
and to love our country. Your sense
of God as a God for everyone,
transcending institutional religions,
nations, and cultures is helping us
to become better catholics.

Tony and Aida del Rosario

Vote on the election for 2007 Pastoral Council
members on November 17, 2006 (Friday) at an
agreed venue of sectoral groups or voting
centers.  Registration of members who are qualified
to vote must be done no later than 10 November
2006.  Turn to page 9 for details.
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Someone Special

One fine evening, josie and I were
attending an MEW and we heard
these words from the priest, “Your
being here this evening is not
accidental, nor a coincidence, but
providencial. for some important
reason God wanted you here. “You
may run away from God for a while,
but you cannot lose Him.” That was
in Nov. 1984. Since then, my spouse
and I keep listening to this man

because he gave back to us the
meaning of remaining in love in our
marriage. Because what God has
blessed in a sacramental marriage
can never be lost.

And so we continue to follow this
learned man-a jesuit who brings love,
peace and joy to countless married
couples. He touches us through his
homilies, his books, his M.E.
weekends, through his apostolic life
because the spirituality he preaches
flows out of his life and many follow
him to learn from him.

This man founded the MEFP after
he introduced the MEW locally in
1969.  In 1986 he founded the Magis
Deo community where we belong. In
the same year he founded the center
for family Ministries better known as
CEFAM.

We in Magis Deo community are
very priviledged to have a special
someone in  our lives as our spiritual
director. we have Fr. Ruben M.
Tanseco S.J. A

jesuit for others. A jesuit for the
people of God. A jesuit of God forever.

Happy birthday dear father.

josie/ike Llamas

TRIBUTE TO FR. TANSECO****
 
WE, AS COMMUNITY OF MARRIED
COUPLES ARE SO GRATEFUL TO
YOU, FR. TANSECO, FOR BRINGING
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER INTO OUR
LIVES. 
AS OUR SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR,
THANK YOU FOR PATIENTLY
MOLDING US TO BECOME A BETTER
FAMILY, TO LOVE GOD MOST OF ALL
AND TO LOVE AND CARE FOR OUR
COUNTRY.......GENE AND EVE
BAÑEZ

circumstances, that include the great and
ever increasing divide between the poor
and the rich in our country, the quality of
governance and accountability of our
leaders, the growing awareness, hand in
hand, with the seeming disinterest, of our
people in their power to effect change
to help bring about transformation.
“Where is God in all this?” in the true
Ignatian tradition, is the question that
helps us connect the temporal with the
spiritual and look for the seamless
expressions of this in our daily life.

A weekend program of Father’s that
tries to give life to this and has powerfully
resonated with us is the Christian
Parenting for Peace and Justice (CPPJ).
It had enabled us to find more meaning
and purpose  in simple expressions of
love for our country and our people.
CPPJ has been the well from which our
family has drawn inspiration and resolve
to reach out to indigenous peoples and
victims of calamities; and to help in
polling places and march in the streets
for justice and peace.  It has forced us
to revisit our values and principles and
look at how deeply we are rooted in this
and how devoted we are to loving and
caring for one another.  We are grateful
for how it has helped us instill in our
children a sense of meaning and
connectedness, of being inwardly rich
and joyful, and thus be able to enjoy all
life, even in its utter simplicity, as a gift
from God.

And Fr. Ruben, has been and still is,
a most meaningful gift of God to us, and
to countless couples and families in our
country.

Remembering Fr. Ruben by Claire & Ed Palma

from page 1
Tribute

What shall I thank you for, Father,
For truly others have had the birthing
of my life.
Once, before time began,
I was but a thought
in the heart and mind of God.
And behold,
I was loved into being.
Then, too, did my mother and father
love -
And from them was I made flesh.

The wherewithal
Comes not from you or through you.
Beasts and birds, the fish in the seas
Are all His gifts.
So too the parents, brother, sisters
That shaped me,
Taught me ways of feeling.
Husband, children and children’s
children,
My home, my friends, my country
My joys, my pains
All that I love and desire to love,
Not one of these can I lay at your
door.

So, Father-not-father,
Where are your children?
What life have you engendered?

Ah, but you gave me words!
Feelings are.
Awake.
Love is a decision.
Dear God,
You were with me
and I did not know you!
Here I am Lord.
To live simply that others might live.
To live and act with compassion.
And in the face of repeated disaster,
To beg for the faith of a sparrow
flat on its back,
legs spindly-straight up,
prepared to prop up the sky.

Now, I am grown tall.
I have put away childish things
And gaze level into my father’s eyes.
I can speak my desire.

To act justly.
To speak gently.
And to walk humbly with my God.

Thank you, Fr. Ruben.

by jsu/11-01-2006

Tribute for Fr. Ruben

From:  Marcia Balderas
Archangel Gabriel BCGG

Fr. Tanseco has been such a great
influence in my spiritual journey.  It is
the SDR that had a deep impact in my
prayer life.  I started to learn and to have
a truly personal relationship with the
Lord after the SDR.  I did not just rattle
off formula prayers but began to listen
to the Lord.  Fr. Tanseco’s emphasis
on the “spirit” of the law rather than
“letter” of the law opened my view on
having less focus on rituals but on more
on the meaning of any ceremony.  Fr.
Ruben’s constant reminders on

simplicity of lifestyle has also drastically
changed my style of living.  I now just
concentrate on my needs and have been
able to put on the sideline my wants.
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Sunday Homily
The Philippine Star

Ruben M. Tanseco, S. J.
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No other way
22 October 2006

Just a month ago, we saw in
our Sunday Gospel Reading from
St. Mark ch. 9 that the EGO can
be our greatest enemy. And this
was evident even among the
closest apostles of Christ. In
today’s Gospel Reading from the
very next chapter of St. Mark, here
we are again with the very same
apostles – still vying with one
another who would be more in
power and closer to the source of
power.

With the utmost patience,
Jesus reiterates his teaching that
the only way to really be close to
him is to serve rather than be
served, and this is where the
greatness of a person really lies.
“Anyone among you who aspires
to greatness must serve the rest;
whoever wants to rank first among
you must serve the needs of all.
The Son of Man has not come to
be served but to serve – to give
his life in ransom for the many.” (Mk.
10: 43-45).

Needless to say, one must
possess some form of power to
be of service to others – whether
that power be physical, material,
intellectual, moral-spiritual, or a
combination of them all.
Throughout his own life, Christ
never failed to use his power FOR
others, and NOT power OVER
others. This was the stamp and
trademark of his leadership. For
him, there was no other way. If we
consider him as our Christ the
King, our Christ the Savior, our

Christ the Almighty, then there is no
other way. To rule is to serve, and
to serve is to give of one’s self. I
repeat. There is no other way.

But wait! There is a twist
here that we must add to complete
the picture. This power to serve
does not mean invulnerability.
Rather, it means to give and to
receive. The power to serve
involves vulnerability. Giving and
receiving. Our service to others
includes our allowing ourselves to
receive from them. Refusing to
receive in fact is a way of being in
control.

As teacher and counselor,
this is a constant lesson for me.
Teaching and counseling are both
acts of giving. But when my student
or counselee tells me that he/she
will be praying for me, at that
moment we change roles. He/she
is now the giver, and I am the
receiver.

The Gospel narratives give
us glimpses of Jesus receiving
from others. He was ministered to
when he ate at people’s homes.
He asked the Samaritan woman
at the well for a drink of water. From
the time he was born, his
dependence on the love of Mary,
Joseph, and others for his
nurturance and growth was part of
what propelled him to serve and
give in return. Until he gave his very
life for the ransom of many.

This past October 17, we
Jesuits celebrated the 10th death

anniversary of our beloved
missionary – martyr, Richie
Fernando, S. J. I said “celebrated”
because his untimely death was
not only a most tragic loss to us
all, but also a glorious victory of
selfless love and service to God’s
poor.

As a young, Jesuit
seminarian, Richie went to
Cambodia in May 1995 for
missionary work. He was
assigned to serve at the Technical
School for the Handicapped in
Phnom Penh. The students were
mostly victims of landmines.
Richie was deeply affected by the
lives of these poor people. He later
wrote to his dear friend, Totet
Banaynal, S. J. here in Manila:

“I know where my heart
is… it is with Jesus who gave his
all for the poor, the sick, and the
orphans, etc…. I am convinced that
this is my vocation/mission
here…. I honestly believe that to
die for our poor friends here will
be the greatest gift that God can
give us. And I continually pray for
that grace everyday.”

Little did he know (or did
he?) what a prophetic message he
was writing. For on October 17,
1996, a disgruntled student was
about to throw a grenade at a
classroom full of students. It was
just in time that Richie was able to
stop him. But in the struggle, the
grenade dropped and exploded
behind Richie – killing him on the
spot. He saved the lives of many,
including that of the disgruntled
student holding the grenade – at
the cost of his own. Richie was 26
years old. His dear friend Totet is
now a Jesuit priest doing
missionary work precisely in
Cambodia, where Richie had
given his all. The mission
continues…

Today is World Mission
Sunday. Let us pray for all
missionaries as they spread
God’s life and message of love,
justice, and peace. Amen.
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Vision
An apostolic community of

encountered families formed in
Ignatian Spirituality, committed to
bringing the Kingdom of God here

on earth through a life of
stewardship, simplicity, sharing, and

service to others.

Mission
To integrate community values,

principles, and practices into the
personal and community lives of
members as a response to God’s

unconditional love and His call to
build His Kingdom on earth.

Come 17 November 2006,
we at Magis Deo will be coming
together as a community to choose
those persons who will lead and
guide us closer to the Magis vision
and mission.  Unlike in many other
ME communities where members
raise their hands and eagerly
volunteer as leaders, Magis is
different.  Many amongst us tend
to shy away from becoming
members of the Pastoral Council
or even serve as ministry or
committee heads in spite of our
recognition of the value of service
in the community as an expression
of our love for Christ.  Why then?
There are a thousand reasons but
one stands out….

Leadership in Magis Deo is
true servant leadership.  It is not
what the standards of this world
stand for.  It only means real service
flowing out of our love for Christ and
for other members of Magis Deo,
the poor, and the underprivileged.
It is leadership in the sense of
service to God characterized by
love.   It is giving of oneself for the
other, without expecting any
recognition or reward in return. In
the Ignatian tradition, it involves
embracing pains and difficulties

Are You a Leader?
that come along the way, and
perhaps seeking them for a higher
purpose, out of love.

In Chris Lowney’s book
“Heroic Leadership,” love-driven
leadership is characterized by the
vision to see each person’s talent,
potential, and dignity; the courage,
passion, and commitment to unlock
the potential; and the resulting
mutual support that energize and
unite towards a purpose.  Lowney
reiterates that we are all leaders in
the sense that we have
opportunities to influence and
make an impact.  More than this,
however, we believe that we are all
capable of becoming servant
leaders in Magis Deo simply
because love and trust for the other
is inherent in us.  That alone will
suffice as a first step towards
serving in Magis, be it at the
Pastoral Council, any ministry, or
committee.  But of course, with the
Magis vision and mission as
guide.  The rest will take care of
itself as long as we always invoke
God’s Providence.

Each and every one of us,
yes, all members of Magis Deo,
with our own individual & different
gifts, are all capable to serve in the
Pastoral Council, in any ministry or
committee, as long as genuine love
and concern for the spiritual growth
of all Magis members is present in
our hearts.  As long as our hearts
beat for the good of the other, then
each one of us can bring and share
our own strengths to the Pastoral
Council, any ministry, or
committee.

Let us respond to this
leadership opportunity with
generosity…creating some inner

space within us “open” where
others can come and find home—
just as God always provides open
space for us when we run to Him.
Let us also pray for the Holy Spirit
to bring us all together on 17
November and make our voice
heard; to guide us in making our
choice of leaders; and to respond
with openness and generosity to
God’s call to serve in Magis, in
whatever capacity.

“Lord, teach me to be generous
Teach me to serve you as you

deserve
To give without counting the cost

To fight without heeding the
wounds

To labor without seeking rest
To sacrifice oneself without
thinking of any reward

Save that of knowing I am doing
your will. Amen.”
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COUNCIL CORNER

Dear Father Ruben,

As we celebrate your 75th

birthday and your 20 years of
continuing pastoral care to Magis
Deo Marriage Encounter
Community, we thank the Lord for
giving you to us as our father,
formator, and friend:

· You have been a real
father to us—

—helping us, at our young
age, set our dreams and
vision of bringing the Kingdom
of God here on earth.

—providing for the means
and mechanisms to achieve
our vision by becoming
couples for others through a
life of stewardship, simplicity,
sharing, and service.

—guiding us through the
road less traveled, and being
there when the road gets too
narrow and bumpy.

—inspiring us to reach out
to those who have less in life.

—patiently nudging us to do
more for God and others, less
for ourselves.

Tribute to Fr. Tanseco

You have been a true
formator to us—

—introducing us to the
prayer of quieting down,
talking to God less, and
listening to God more

—challenging us to be
mystics, finding God in all
things, in the beauty and
bounty of God’s creation,
more especially in the here
and now.

—teaching us the
techniques of contemplation
and more importantly, how to
bring our contemplation in the
ordinariness of our daily lives,
becoming contemplatives in
action.

—encouraging us to devoid
ourselves of our attachments

so as we can be totally free to
love God and our neighbor.

—always challenging us to
respond to the call of the
times, during EDSA I and II,
and have love of God and
country as paramount in our
desires, especially in
answering the needs of the
poor.

· You have been a true
friend to us—

—celebrating with us the
milestones of our being one in
community.

—being there for us
always, not only in community
teachings and family days but
more importantly sharing in
our own pains and
challenges.

—lending us a hand when
we are not clear on the
directions to take.

—giving yourself
generously to us despite the
demands on your health.

We simply love you, Fr.
Ruben, for molding the
Magis Deo!

Philip & Malu Panlilio
Vice Chaircouple
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These have been weeks for me
of periodic soul-searching, at times
literally though not that intensely
going through the dark night of the
soul.

This usually happens towards the
end of the calendar year or
schoolyear. Given the spectre or
lucre (?) of an impending retirement
by next year from active teaching in
my home base school, I am
hounded by the thought, what would
I do afterwards as part of still trying
to eke out a living very much already
on a part time basis, and still
involving myself in community work
such as parish work and of course,
Magis Deo?

With all the inspiring inputs I have
imbibed and derived from our own
community such as Eva Galvey’s
Prayer Deepening and Intro to
Spiritual Direction, the recent first
Friday teachings, the Suyuan
trainors’ pool evaluation meeting,
interface meetings with the Ignatians
BCGG plus the two-day retreat I
recently underwent with some co-
faculty of another prestigious school,
and, readings from certain column
articles such as those of Conrado d’
Quiros and Fr. Gerry Orbos, among
others, I felt that I find myself again
on the crossroads.

Why this is happening is odd and
natural. Odd because as a long-time
member of our Magis Deo
community, I should already have
mustered by now the spiritual
maturity as well as mastered
somehow the art of discerning what
is the better route to take, the better
path to tread, in moments of
confusion and even near desolation.

Is my lamp lit?
Natural because I seem to be fond
of (predisposed to?) reminiscing and
reflecting on my life every now and
then (this I guess, is partly the
process of examen of
consciousness).

But through these random and
sometimes convoluted thoughts
about what am I to focus more on
and give priority to, I am struck by
today’s (October 24th) reading on the
sacred space, particularly the
questions at the end of the passage:
When Jesus says to me, “be
dressed for action and have your
lamp lit,” what exactly is He referring
to? “Is there any particular distraction,
counter-attraction, indulgence that
dims or douses my lamp? Is the Lord
telling me to be honest and real about
myself in some new way?

I am sure that such a passage
forewarns me again of being ever
ready when the time comes when I
have to face my Creator and give an
accounting of what I have or have not
done during my lifetime. For one, I
seem not to have any major
distraction nor counter-attraction or
indulgence that dims or douses my
lamp. I just am sure that given my
present state of affairs, I wish to
lessen, if not outrightly avoid certain
responsibilities, and, even
inconveniences such as going to and
through periodically held, long-
winded evening meetings that conflict
somehow with my evening teaching
work or contend with coming home
from a day-long administrative work.
I wish too, to have a respite from
active shepherding which has been
a challenge to me of late what with
some of my “sheep” vanishing into
thin air or making themselves truly

RANDOM THOUGHTS

A.R. AREVALO, Jr.

scarce for meetings or community
activities (esp. the spiritual formation
types), or if ever they are around, I
find myself hardpressed getting them
to a higher level of spirituality.
Perhaps some people are just too
preoccupied with something far more
important than a prayer meeting or a
spiritual formation activity. Or
perhaps, I have just not been that
successful at shepherding them.
Could be both.

At any rate, I wonder with all these
good and not-so-good thoughts on
my involvement in the community, is
my lamp really lit the way the Lord
wants it to be.

And as I muse over such poser, I
am reminded of Fr. Gerry Orbos’s
article on True Service, where he
says: “Service is the rent we pay for
the space we occupy in this
world.”….   They say that there are
three kinds of Christians who serve.
They are: (1) the Rowboat
Christians—those who have to be
pushed; (2) the Sailboat Christians—
those who always go with the wind;
and (3) the Steamboat Christians—
those who make up their mind, and
go regardless of wind and weather.

� � � � � � � � � �

Lighting Fixtures, Ballast,
Emergency Light, Exit Light,
Pinlight, Floodlight, Highbay,

Emergency Power Pack,

• DESIGN • ESTIMATE
• INSTALLATION

SALES OFFICE
L3/F Unit A, One Burgundy Plaza,

307 Katipunan Ave., Loyola Heights,
Quezon City

Tel. Nos.: 435-9049 • 929-3570
Fax: (632) 434-4441

E-mail : genlite_ind@yahoo.com

con’t on page 8
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Some 20 Magis Deo
community shepherds wound up
last October 21st their seminar-
workshop on Prayer Deepening
and Introduction to Spiritual
Direction conducted by Ms. Eva
Galvey of the Center on Ignatian
Spirituality (CIS).

The activity, held on two
separate Saturdays at the Institute
on Social Order (ISO) in the Ateneo
de Manila University campus, was
actually a follow-up to the July 8-9
seminar-workshop on the same
topic given by Ms. Galvey at the
Layforce, San Carlos Seminary in
Guadalupe.

The first day was on Examen of
Consciousness: what it is, its value
and function and journalizing; and,
on Spiritual Direction: what it is, its
specific purposes and how it
differs from counseling.

Meantime, the second day
focused on the basic helper skills
of spiritual direction, namely:
physical attending and active
listening to one’s directee
(especially non-verbal
communication); empathy; and, art
of probing. It was in this latter
module where the shepherds had
the opportunity to have first-hand
experience in doing spiritual
direction. Case studies were given
to each workshop group to elicit a
directee’s experiences, to
determine how the rest of the
group (or directors) would give the
emphatic statement; and how the

Shepherds undergo
two-day training

group’s directors would conduct
the probe.

Among the 20 shepherds who
managed to attend the two-day
follow-up sessions were: Joy Uy-
Tioco, Eve Banez, Pachot Abapo,
Rey and Lucy Mella, Cathy Rafael,
Tony and Lynne Arevalo, Ferdie
Cruz, Djarn Pestano, Vina
Dimanalata, Edith Prieto, Ciel and
Manette Yap, Nitz Eslava. The
others who were able to attend one
session were: Malu Panlilio, Regie
and Daisy de Guzman, Rey

Eslava, Beth Fuentes, Nilo Sta.
Maria, Gene Banez, and Leony
and Mia Parada.

Monchito and Tina
Mossesgeld, Magis Chaircouple,
together with Ed and Claire Palma,
Shepherds and Sharers Training
Ministry head who spearheaded
the conduct of these follow-up
sessions, plus a couple of female
CIS staff, helped Ms. Galvey in
facilitating the various workshops
held during the two days.

The standardization of the
Suyuan training highlighted the
one-day evaluation and planning
meeting held last October 22nd at
the house of Cathy Rafael, prime
mover of this more than a decade-
long Outreach Ministry program.

The group of trainors, facilitated
by Djarn Pestano with Ferdie Cruz,
Ministry Heads, went through the
various training modules to identify
which parts need to be expounded
on or stressed and which ones
could be condensed, if not
outrightly removed to ensure that
there is better time management.

The individual trainors’ training
performance to date were

Suyuan training
evaluated

critiqued by the group. Their
individual motivations for joining
and staying on with the Suyuan
trainors pool were likewise
solicited. The evaluation-planning
meeting provided an opportunity
for the groupmembers to foster a
climate of openness and further
solidify the bond among the
trainors.

Among those present were
Ferdie and Shiela Joson, Mon and
Alice Go, Ronnie and Jean Ambe,
Tony and Lynne Arevalo, and Nilo
Sta. Maria. Eli and Edith Prieto
likewise attended as Pastoral
Council overseer-couple.
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from page 1

But it was a beginning.  The
beginning of a beautiful process that
continues to this day.  In the midst of
that miracle is Fr. Rueben.  Indeed,
Fr. Rueben saved our family from
what could have been a grim future.

At every family crisis, we turned
to Fr. Rueben.  Fr. Rueben has an
uncanny way of getting Dad to listen.
Like a lot of men, Dad has a tendency
to be stubborn. Sometimes he does
not listen to explanations.  There is
no right or wrong, no grey areas.
What is right to him is the only right
thing to do.  At this point, Fr. Rueben
acts as mediator, counselor, great
friend.  Only he can calm Dad. Only
he can talk to Dad and open his eyes
to different perspectives.  This was
very evident in Dad’s decision way
back in the late 80’s not to run for
Congress in Antique.  Despite
pressures from Dad’s parents and
other political leaders – he sought
guidance and inspiration from Fr.
Rueben before making his final
decision.  Mom and the rest of us
will forever be grateful for Fr.
Rueben’s Solomonic guidance thus
sparing the family from intrigues that
come with politics.

Every member of our family turns
to Fr. Rueben for guidance, for
strength, and sometimes simply for
affirmation.  Whether it be a moral
dilemma, problems with ourselves
or our children, we run to the
comforting arms and words of
wisdom of Fr. Rueben.  Even in-laws
and future in-laws have turned to Fr.
Rueben to get a deeper
understanding of our family!  After
talking to Fr. Rueben, we leave with
an air of self-assurance, of
confidence that everything will be
alright, that everything happens for
a reason, that God will not leave us
alone.  Fr. Rueben is a central figure
in our family.  He has exceptionally
touched each and every one of us.
He has been and continues to be
with us not only in times of crisis but
also in celebration.

It has been a Family tradition for
Fr. Rueben to celebrate milestones
with our family—weddings,
birthdays, blessings and
anniversaries.  We deliberately make
Fr. Rueben part of all our joyous

A “Solomon” for all SISONs

moments partly because we
attribute our somewhat idyllic life to
him. Fr. Rueben has affected us
each on a personal level, which
allowed us to develop closer ties with
members of the family and the
community.  He taught us how to
respect one another.  He made us
realize that interpersonal
relationships are not enough; that
God should be a part of our lives.
As a result, we learned to genuinely
understand, give and love.

Fr. Rueben remains an
inspiration, spiritual guide and friend
to Mom and Dad in their spiritual
journey and the entire Sison family.
With Fr. Rueben providing
encouragement and support, Mom
and Dad continue to share what they
have with the Community.  They
share not only material things, but
more importantly, the secrets to a
life of continued happiness with
each other, family and God.

The benefits of that fateful
marriage encounter weekend
trickled down to us.  We saw that
everything is possible if you have
faith in yourself, your partner, and in
God.  We witnessed how Mom and
Dad’s relationship was completely
overhauled — from the bickering,
arguments and fighting to puppy-
love-sweetness that puts cheesy
pinoy flicks to shame!  We
sometimes act as if we’re
embarrassed by all their PDA (Dad
especially), but we all know that deep
inside, we are relishing every
moment of it.

Through their marriage and
apostolate work in the community, we
continue to bear witnesses to patience,
understanding, and unconditional love.
We attempt to emulate Mom and Dad
as persons, as a couple and as parents.
We thank Fr. Rueben for setting the bar
of perfection so high.  That way, we
always strive to be better persons.

Fr. Rueben, whether directly or
through Mom and Dad, instilled in us a
keen understanding of ourselves, i.e. our
own persons, as part of a web of
relationships and the community, with
God at the center of everything.  What
we have learned and taken to heart, we
are hoping to pass on to our children.
Through Fr. Rueben, the words
“dialogue”, “understanding”, “respect”,
“love”, “discernment”, and “spirituality” do
not remain mere words but are given life.

Fr. Rueben continues to inspire us
to do greater things for those around us
and in the community.  He continues to

guide us lest we be led astray.  In his own
special way, he continues to reach out
without being intrusive.  Thus, we open
our minds and hearts to genuine dialogue.
He is firm yet not dictatorial.  He has done
marvelous acts for all of us, yet remains
grounded.  He has seen the good, the bad
and the ugly yet he is not judgmental.  He
is that anchor that remains strong, when
our family encounters storms.  He has
been with us through moments of joy and
sorrow…and through it all and until this
day, he remains a true friend, a member
of our family.

Indeed, whatever the occasion and
whoever the players may be, Fr. Rueben
is truly a Solomon for all SISONs!!!

The Sison family wishes to express
their deep gratitude for all these years of
Fr. Rueben’s endless love, care, concern
and prayers.  We thank God for coming
into our family in the person of Fr. Rueben,
and we pray that God continues to give
Fr. Rueben more years to be beacon of
hope of more Filipino families who are still
in the dark.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, FR. RUEBEN!!!

 Jun & Mila Sison & Family

Along with the question “Am I
serving?” we also must raise the
equally important question, “Why am
I serving?”  Think about it: “At the
close of life, the question will not be
how much have you got, but how
much have you given; not how much
have you won; but how much have
you done; not how much have you
saved, but how much have you
sacrificed; not how much were you
honored, but how much have you
served.” (Nathan Schaeffer)

Whether I am one of the
rowboats, sailboats, or steamboats is
worthwhile knowing indeed. It has in
fact been a major point too, to ponder
for me. But then, right now, my
concern is: is my lamp really lit? Is it
glowing, flickering, fluctuating, or
worse, unlit? This is what I am in the
midst of my reflection….discerning if
you will, God’s grace that I will soon
be enlightened on.

Is my lamp lit?
from page 6
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Date and Venue of Election

1. The election for 2007 Pastoral
Council members shall be held on
November 17, 2006 (Friday) at an
agreed venue of sectoral groups or
voting centers.  The election shall be
presided by the members of the 2006
Pastoral Council, with the assistance of
the Praxis Ministry Head and Sectoral
Heads. 

2. Registration of members who
are qualified to vote must be done no
later than 10 November 2006.

3. The COMELEC, whose
members are the outgoing Council
members, shall oversee the conduct of
the elections, counting of votes, and
ensuring that the election guidelines are
observed.

Election Process
4. The Community will vote for

three seats/positions in the 2007 Pastoral
Council to be vacated by outgoing
Pastoral Council members, Monchito/
Tina Mossesgeld, Regie/Daisy de
Guzman, and Eli/Edith Prieto.

5. Members of the Community
who are qualified to vote are current
members of BCGGs and post-LSS
classes who have “registered” to
vote. Members must “register” by filling
up a registration form (to be given out
by the Comelec). Registration forms
must be submitted to BCGG Heads and
Post-LSS shepherds, who in turn must
submit them to the COMELEC no later
than 10 November 2006. Submission
should be done as follows:

North Sector = Regie/Daisy de
Guzman

Central Sector = Monchito/Tina
Mossesgeld

South Sector = Eli/Edith Prieto

6. The Pastoral Council election
shall be done in a prayerful and
discerning manner. To achieve this,
BCGGs and Post-LSS classes are

2007 Pastoral Council Election Guidelines

Qualifications of
Candidates for the 2007
Pastoral Council Election

1. Should be an active
member of a BCGG. An active
member is one who has
attended at least eighteen (18)
BCGG meetings (50%) and at
least six (6) Community
Celebrations (50%) during the
past 12 months.

2. Should be a current or
previous BCGG, ME Class, or
Post-LSS Class shepherd or
ministry head.

3. Both husband and wife
should have completed the
basic formation programs of
the community namely, LSS,
SDR, and any two Ignatian
Retreats (AIR 1-5) or Retreat
in Daily Life (19th Annotation,
18th Annotation).

Qualified Candidates for
the 2007 Pastoral Council
Election

1) Albert, Monchet/Mary-Lou
2) Arevalo, Tony/Lynne
3) Balderas, Marcia
4) Cruz, Ferdie
5) Del Rosario, Tony/Aida
6) Escosia, Gene/Leony
7) Eslava, Rey/Nitz
8) Espiritu, Levy/Roxanne
9) Llamas, Ike/Josie
10) Mella, Rey/Lucy
11) Narciso, Tony/Bambi
12) Palma, Ed/Claire
13) Parada, Leony/Mia
14) Pestano, Djarn
15) Pison, Flor
16) Policarpio, Pol/Mel
17) Punzalan, Bong/Emma
18) Rafael, Cathy
19) Rodriguez, Suni
20) Santos, Rami/Mimi
21) Sison, Jun/Mila
22) Suarez, Joey/Maricel
23) Uy-Tioco, Joy
24) Yap, Ciel/Manette

encouraged to use a prayer guide (to
be given out by the Comelec) for their
group meetings before election
day. They will also be given a list of
candidates (to be given out by the
Comelec) with relevant background
information.

7. On election day, a Pastoral
Council member shall lead the sectoral
group in a prayerful reflection before
casting of votes.

8. One couple, one vote.

9. For the election to be valid, a
quorum should be reached. A quorum
is defined as 50% plus one (1) of the
total members of the community who
have “registered.” The COMELEC
shall determine the quorum on election
day through reports of sectoral
groups or voting centers.

10. The election will be conducted
on 17 November 2006, based on the
following synchronized schedule:

6:30 – 7:30 PM Snacks or Dinner

7:30 – 7:45 PM Prayer &
Discernment

8:00 – 8:15 PM Transmittal of voters’
attendance to COMELEC

8:15 – 8:30 PM 1st balloting

8:30 – 8:45 PM Transmittal of 1st

balloting results to COMELEC

8:45 – 9:00 PM Transmittal of
winners and/or shortened list of
candidates by COMELEC to sectoral
groups or voting centers for 2nd balloting
(if necessary)

9:00 – 9:15 PM 2nd balloting

9:15 – 9:30 PM  Transmittal of 2nd

balloting results to COMELEC

9:30 – 9:45 PM Transmittal of
winners from 2nd balloting and/or
shortened list of candidates by

con’t on page 10
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for others in the spirit of generosity
and magnanimity. As such is the
spirit of Magis, , members have to
guard against a spirit that is driven
more by pride, quest for power and
self-entitlement.

In our journey of discernment,
the Ignatian leader is enjoined to be
very open to change, to be ever
sensitive to the movements and
invitations of God, and to be humble
enough to flow with God’s grace. This
is to say that we must decrease our
modes of trying to be stuck in our
comfort zones or old, habituated
patterns, and constantly trying to be
in control, rather than letting God be
in control.

Regarding self-transformation,
we should be open to such a
process, and be unafraid despite
possible pain and suffering such a
transformation may induce. For as
servant-leaders, we are supposedly
regarded in a special way, thus,
enabling us to transcend the shadows
of leadership which are power,
narcissism, and self-entitlement.

In terms of mission-orientation,
we must emulate St. Ignatius whose
desire was to help others, especially
those in need. This is the service
component very much needed in
Magis Deo. Thus, we are called upon
to rise from our passivity, indifference
and non-involvement in today’s
challenging social issues.

And finally, companionship in
mission. Ignatian leadership is the
form of leadership that asks everyone
in the community to journey with
others in community bound by a
common mission, armed with the
spirit of care and concern for others
(our so-called cura personalis), and
ever avoiding the tendency to go on
“solo flights”.

Bro. Karel ended his teaching by
stressing that Ignatian spirituality is a
worldly spirituality; St. Ignatius got out
of the monastery to be in the world.
He added that leadership is not
positional leadership, it is a
disposition. “You’re in the world, but
can still be holy”.

from page 1

The call of Ignatian
leadership

COMELEC to sectoral groups or voting
centers for 3rd balloting (if necessary)

9:45 – 10:00 PM 3rd balloting

10:15–10:30 PM Transmittal of 3rd

balloting results to COMELEC

10:30-10:45 PM COMELEC
declares winners

11:00 PM Closing Prayer

Sectoral groups or voting centers will
transmit the list of voters’ attendance and
results of balloting to the following
members of the COMELEC:

North Sector = Regie/Daisy de
Guzman (H: 0917-8218736 / W: 0917-
8427928) 

Central Sector = Monchito/Tina
Mossesgeld (H: 0917-6262952 / W:
0917-6272952)

from page 9

2007 Pastoral Council
Election Guidelines

South Sector = Eli/Edith Prieto (H:
0918-5069518 / W: 0919-2693414)

11. Secret balloting will be used.

12. The number of votes garnered
is kept confidential by the COMELEC.

13. Three candidates receiving 50%
+1 of the votes cast will be declared
winners. The voting process will be
repeated until three candidates have
received 50% + 1 of the votes cast.

14. For the second round of voting,
a candidate should get at least 20% of
the votes cast in the first round to qualify
for the second round.

15. For the third round of voting, a
candidate should get at least 30% of the
votes cast in the second round to qualify
for the third round.

16. An information campaign shall be
done to disseminate the election
information to all concerned. BCGG
heads and Post-LSS Shepherds shall take
the initiative to ensure the attendance of
their members. Constant follow-up with
the heads and members shall be done
through telephone and other medium.

A N N O U N C E M E N T

Name-tag Making Contest
  

Join the fun on Family Day
Sunday, December 10, 2006

 Be the most creative, unique, the funniest, the funkiest
the wackiest the most creative... creative, creative,

 creative!!!
 

 . . and win a prize for your BCGG!
 

Rules of the Game:
 
1. One design for your BCGG and family members
 
 2. Be creative and surprise everyone - remember, you

can win a prize!!!
 
3. There will be penalty for those who will no name

tags.ABSOLUTELY NO EXCUSES ACCEPTED.  THE
PENALTY?    It could be  NO ID =  NO FOOD . . . . . who
knows?  Hmmm . . solo performances would  not be a bad
idea!  Anything else?
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My SDR

September 20-22 were blessed days
for 19 Magis Deo members (and one friend
of a Magis Deo member) who set aside
one and a half days of their busy lives to
meet God in silence and prayer. Venue
for the retreat was the Sacred Heart
Novitiate in Novaliches. Womb and tomb
of Jesuits in the Philippines, the tree-filled
grounds of Sacred Heart is steeped in the
prayer of thousands of retreatants who
have come here weary and burdened, and
left renewed and refreshed by an
encounter with the Lord.

The theme of AIR 1, 2006, or the first
in the Annual Ignatian Retreat series, and
the pre-requisite for all the other AIR
offerings, has traditionally been titled
“God’s Love and our Christian Vocation.”
Pre-retreat miscommunications on our
part saw our Retreat Director, Fr. Mike
Lambino, S.J., preparing around the
theme “Principle and First Foundation” but
he deftly adjusted and the weekend
began. As he put it, the “two” themes are
different presentations of the same coin.
We were grateful for the quick sync, and
thanked God for giving us a Director who
readily adapted to an unexpected beat,
and then again, should we have been
surprised? After all, his theology thesis
was to translate the Spiritual Exercises
into Pilipino.

The first principle and foundation of our
Christian vocation is to place God above
all, and to allow nothing to stand between
Him and ourselves. What makes it doable,
is the grace of deep awareness of the
height and depth and breadth of His love
for us. God’s love. The beginning and core
and ending of our relationship with Him.

During group sharing, tears fell fast
and plentifully, and true to past Magis
history, more men than women were
moved to tears. The very first evening, we
were amazed at the smooth flow into
silence, a silence that deepened the next
day. By late Saturday afternoon, the
silence had intensified to tears, we auxies
had to keep ourselves from gurgling with
delight. The tears continued at confession
time, and auxies had to delay reposing
the Blessed Sacrament; retreatants done
confessing still wanted to linger, and gave
no sign of wanting to leave the Lord’s
visible presence.

God’s Love and our
Christian Vocation

AIR !

Dear God,

It’s been a wonderful and a blessed
retreat I’ve had this weekend. Thank you for
all the graces you have bestowed upon me.
You love me so much for giving me the grace
to desire and persevere to be what you want
me to be. Thank you for the awareness of
being there always at my side in good times
and in bad times.

I have learned to love as you love me -
with all my heart. You touched and healed
my wounded heart. You opened my heart to
love, to understand what my heart desires
and to do things according to your will. To
let go and let God do everything.

May you send your Holy Spirit upon me
and continue to bless our family most
especially our children. We lift up also to
you my relatives, friends, and others. I love
you and thank you Lord. All these I ask of
your mighty power, and in the name of your
Son our Lord Jesus Christ, with the power of
Holy Spirit who lives and reigns one God
forever and ever. Amen.

With Love,
Alice

Dear God,

Thank you for bringing me here to this
weekend retreat. I really needed it. You
know how much I am troubled with so many
questions now that I am in my mid-life
period. Questions about what I could do
more with my life.

These past two years, so many
problems beset our family, sometimes I
really want to give up. The only source of
strength that keeps me going is knowing
you are here with me, carrying me.
Whenever I am  feeling low you cheer me
up Lord. I don’t know what I will do without
you.

This weekend renewed and
strengthened my desire to be with you
always. You gave me answers to so may
questions that I have yearned for these
past years. I love you Lord. Thank you for
all the blessings you have showered on
our family.

Your loving son,
Mon

Some of the sharing we were
privileged to hear about God’s constant
and faithful love.

“Akala ko, nilikha ako’t hanggang doon
lang…hindi pala.”

“Matagal kong kailangan ito…”

“Nahihiya ako, iiyak na naman ako…”
and afterwards, to her joy, the realization
that the tears were God’s gift to her, a
confirmation that she was full of grace.

“I came to this retreat already
committed to God, I have already made
my choices … What I learned and did
not know before is that prayer is all about
feelings…”

“He (Fr.Mike) speaks very simply, cool
lang … then just one statement … and
huli na ako.”

We are including two post-retreat Dear
God letters from a couple we have invited
to share how they feel. by shr/jsu

In the picture (from left to
right) were PNP Chief

Oscar Calderon, Exec.
Sec. Eduardo Ermita,

Chair. Linda Hornilla,
Gen. Francisco Llamas,
Mama Leonor Llamas,

Dolly Llamas
(Commander in Chief,

joke only), Miggo, Frank
Jr. (partly hidden & wife

Michelle. The Oath-Taking
was done last Oct. 26,

2006 at Malacanang, the
actual promotion was Oct.

5, 2006. The Llamas
couple are members of the Beatitudes

BCGG shepherded by Rey & Nette Arceo.
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Calendar of Activities
October 2006 to January 2007

November
03 Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Magis Deo 426-7191
09 Thanksgiving Dinner Sison’s Residence Joy Uy-Tioco 0917-8166745

Maricel Suarez 0917-5383437
Magis Deo 426-7191

13 Council Meeting Magis Deo Office Magis Deo 426-7191
17 Election of Council Members TBA Magis Deo 426-7191
23 Fr. Ruben’s Birthday
24-26 MEW (ME Class 87) – P3,000/coupleBLD Covenant House Cavite Ike & Josie Llamas 821-0639
28 Sector & Ministry Heads Meeting7 Magis Deo Office Magis Deo 426-7191

December
01 Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Magis Deo 426-7191

(2nd Floor Auditorium)
10 Family Day  & 20th Anniversary Celebration TBA Eli & Edith Prieto 820-5496
15-17 SDR – P3,500/couple Carmelite Missionaries Tagaytay MEFP 426-4206
25 Birthday of Jesus

January 2007
05 Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Magis Deo 426-7191
06 Planning Session TBA  Magis Deo 426-7191

Birthday Celebrants
November

            NOVEMBER  2006

Wedding Anniversaries
November

2 Paolo Mercado ME Class 86
3 Ciel Yap Cor./Sothel

Vivian Ahyong ME Class 83
Flora Dalosa ME Class 78

4 Edith Prieto Genesis
Rommel San Pedro Genesis
Boy Laguitan ME Class 78

5 Ric de Jesus CIA/Wisdom
6 Malu Panlilio Mustard Seed

Manny Gatchalian Lights
Leony Escosia Emmanuel
Elo Nabong Thessalonians
Ferdinand Bañez ME Class 77
Beng Nazal ME Class 82

7 Allan Pestano Psalm 46
8 Tina Gabriel Sal Terrae

Godie Pineda ME Class 82
10 Tina Mossesgeld Cana

Dave Rio ME Class 86
11 Bing Brillantes Cana

Menandro Redual Jeremiah
Teddy Regala ME Class 86
Camilo Belmoro Jeremiah

12 Celine Magpayo Sirach
13 Eloi Panagan ME Class 86
14 Lorenzo Retardo ME Class 81

Lando Frany ME Class 82

7 Vic & Lota GarciaME Class 86
8 Marvin & Ma. Joy Daria ME Class 81

Ronaldo & Mavie Concon ME Class 80
6 Jojo & Esmeralda Baladad ME Class 81
8 Ken & Anne Torres Sal Terrae
9 Robert & Sheila Tumaliwan ME Class 79
14 Fred & Cora Buenaventura Kapatiran Kay Kristo
17 Leoncio & Juliet Carpio ME Class 81
19 Georgio & Kamani Canagasuriam ME Class 86
20 Chacho & Marlyn Angeles ME Class 83
21 Boy & Janet San Juan ME Class 83
23 Teddy & Nette Regala ME Class 86

15 Rowena Yulo Arch. Gabriel
Pam Castillo Thessalonians

16 Bambi Narciso CIA/Wisdom
18 Boy Alli Kapatiran Kay

Kristo
Mark Ledesma DOC

19 Rafaelito Pancito ME Class 77
20 Boots Concon ME Class 80

Beth Concepcion ME Class 80
21 Noring Ollano ME Class 78

23 Fr. Ruben Tanseco, S.J.
Merly Cea Ignatians

24 Corazon Garcia ME Class 79
Milen Aviles ME Class 82

25 Joan Requidan Isaiah 66
Emil Sy ME Class 79

27 Aida del Rosario John
28 Pol Gasmin ME Class 82

Portia Eustaquio ME Class 80
30 Elizabeth Angeles ME Class 77

Ma. Cecilia Fajardo ME Class 77


