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Formation for Mission
“Check out the Sacred Space in

www.magisdeo.org.”

“GETTING IN TOUCH WITH NATURE”
The Magis Deo Community yet

received another passionate reminder on
the need to stay connected with nature
and to take care of the family from Fr.
Ruben Tanseco, S.J., last July 5
Community Celebration at the Lay
Formation Center in San Carlos
Seminary.

Fr. Ruben began his talk on
“Getting In Touch With Nature” with
a discussion on the study by the McCann
World Group Philippines international
study in 2006.

In the study, it was found out that
having a harmonious family is the
number one source of what makes
Filipino families happy.

One of the most important findings
is that the presence of virtual reality is
becoming more and more common in
the Philippines, and, if we are not careful,
over time, virtual reality will take the

Magis Deo holds Mid-Year Planning and Review
The Council, Ministry heads and Sector

heads gathered together last July 12, 2008
at the CLC building, in CEFAM to hold a
Midyear Planning and Review of the
Community’s performance for the first
half of the year. The Planning was attended
by 14 couples and was facilitated by
Monchito Mossesgeld.

Fr. Ruben Tanseco gave an
inspirational talk on Virtual Reality. He
invited everyone to pay more attention to
Family Life and find ways on how to
improve family life values being passed
on to our children and grand children. He
also challenged everyone present to
continue to cultivate our Ignatian
Spirituality and be contemplatives in
action.

 The Planning session was done in two
parts. The first part was the presentation by
each Ministry Head of their achievements
and how their Ministry experienced God’s
presence through its programs and
activities. They also reported on their plans
for the next 6 months from July to
December 2008.

The second part was a reflection
session on “What return can I make for all
of God’s goodness on me?” Everyone
present was given a reflection guide to reflect
prayerfully on how each Ministry
experienced God in the past six months and
what they are grateful and least grateful for
in the Ministry and in the Community.
Everyone was also asked to reflect on God’s
invitation for the next six months and how
each Ministry can move forward based on
God’s invitation.

The reflections were summarized in a
Synthesis where each Ministry will base their
plans for the remaining half of the year.

 Each Ministry Head will report on their
responses on God’s invitation for the next half
of the year on July 29, 2008 at the Ministry,
Council and Sector Heads Meeting.

– By Maricel Suarez, Council
Secretariat/Cana BCGG head

place of family. More and more time
is spent by the young people with the
internet and texting has become the
mode of communication replacing the
face-to-face dialoguing with family.

In contrast, in the U.S., the source
of happiness is wealth, making money
and what it can buy, based on a study by
the Wharton School of Business,
University of Pennsylvania.

Balancing is therefore very
important, otherwise family life will no
longer be face-to-face, heart-to-heart
and soul-to-soul. Persons will become

more detached and more
dehumanized.

Fr. Ruben also cited another study
which claimed that in a world where
computer replaces human encounter, and
psychology replaces religion, it is no
wonder there is a hunger for human
relationship, i.e. between husband and
wife, between siblings and between
parents and children. In that study, it was
pointed out that technology can give us
stress and distress and that the human
brain was not created for multi-tasking.

Cont. on page 6

“September to Remember”“September to Remember”“September to Remember”“September to Remember”“September to Remember”
Magis Deo Couple’s Night

Come in your Western CostumeCome in your Western CostumeCome in your Western CostumeCome in your Western CostumeCome in your Western Costume
September 13, 2008 SAT. 7:00 pm
Takaaki’s Seafood & Restaurant,

HK Sun Plaza, Macapagal Ave.

Mid-Year Planning was a whole day
activity participated by Council  members and
Ministry and Sector Heads
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“July Community Celebration”
WHITE  ELEPHANT SALE

By: Maricel Suarez,  Cana BCGG

What is a White Elephant? It is an
object or item that just sits around the
house, could be a gift or something bought,
is unused and unappreciated, but could be
of worth or value to somebody else.

July Community Celebration fellowship
was sponsored by our very own Cana BCGG
together with Thessalonians BCGG. The
fellowship part of the community celebration
initially was simply to ask members to bring
a White Elephant just for fun, and exchange
it with someone else’s White Elephant. As
the planning progressed, excitement
mounted and a simple plan became a big
thing by July 5, 2008. It evolved into a
fundraising project for the benefit of our
own Magis Deo members. Items of value
were auctioned and most were sold.

home decorations, clothes, bags, old DVDs
and novelty items. Boy Cordero was our
auctioneer and we were the sales ladies and
sales gentlemen. As more members
arrived, so did  their own White Elephants.
Our members were generous

with their donations and were eager
shoppers as well. Prices ranged from a low
P20 only up to P500.

Most of the donated items were sold
and we were able to raise almost P10,000
for the community. We went home very
tired but happy and satisfied. There was a
great sense of “giving back” to the
community for all the good things it has
done for us individually.

I felt good and proud of my BCGG for
all the hard work they did for this project. It
was practically a group effort and a start of
more exciting things to come for our BCGG.

Thank you for all those who donated
and most especially for those who shopped
till they dropped! We are looking forward
to another SALE.

Abangan!

 Donations were beyond our
expectations. Anne Alfonso and Sally Chua
Chiaco of John BCGG donated one balik
bayan box each of very nice and exciting
items that we ourselves became interested
in. Other members sent their items to our
place and then surprisingly, we found our
hands full of several White Elephants! We
had to work the night before just to
segregate items, either for auction or garage
sale. We had to price them one by one and
list down each item for record purposes. We
slept almost 2 am of Saturday doing all the
segregation. On the side, we had so much
laughter and stories shared that made our
work easy and fun. The work became a
bonding time for some of the Cana members.

 The Conference room of the Lay Force
turned into a Flea Market with tables full
of donations set around the place. Items
were mostly kitchen wares, home gadgets,

Having Fun buying and selling

Cana BCGG wives did pre-sorting of items.

Upper Right; Cana-Thessalonians BCGG
Interface last March 26

Cana BCGG sales ladies

Each item sold is tracked and encoded into
the computer

First come first chance to bid and buy the nice
donations!

Mia Parada, Mila Sison with Jon Cobico and
daughters of Thessalonians BCGG.
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 Fr. Ruben M. Tanseco, S. J.

Sunday Homily
July 27, 2008
Ruben M. Tanseco, S. J.

TREASURE OF THE HEART

The young Solomon succeeded his
father as king. The Lord God thus asked
him in a dream one night: “Ask something
of me and I will give it to you.” A typical
king would have asked for power, riches,
and victory over his enemies. Instead,
Solomon asked the Lord: “Give your
servant an understanding heart to
judge your people and to distinguish
right from wrong.” The Lord answered
in return: “Because you have asked for
this ? not for a long life for yourself, nor
for riches, nor for the life of your enemies,
but for understanding so that you may
know what is right ? I do so as you
requested. I give you a heart so wise
and understanding that there has
never been anyone like you up to
now, and after you there will come no
one to equal you.” (From today’s First
Reading, 1 Kings 3: 5, 7-12).

An understanding heart. We
cannot but go back to the person of
Christ, arrested and brought to the house
of the high priest. What followed soon
after was the triple denial of Peter,
supposedly his leading apostle. Peter
was with the crowd outside, watching
the arrested Jesus through the window.
For the third time, Peter denied that he
was a disciple of Christ. It was then that
Jesus turned and looked at Peter. It was
not a look of judgment or condemnation.
It was the look of an understanding heart,
a look of unconditional love. It was this
that struck the heart of Peter and he
wept bitterly. Tears of repentance. Tears
of love in return ? for which he
dedicated the rest of his life in the service
of the Lord.

This very same understanding heart
and unconditional love is what we
experience when we let Christ enter our

own hearts. A heart-to-heart experience.
The reign of God within us. The late Fr.
Anthony de Mello, S. J., expressed this
in such a moving way that I cannot but
quote him here:

“I had a fairly good relationship with
the Lord. I would ask him for things,
converse with him, praise him, thank
him…But always I had this
uncomfortable feeling that he wanted me
to look into his eyes…And I would not.
I would talk, but look away when I
sensed he was looking at me. I always
looked away. And I knew why. I was
afraid. I thought I should find an
accusation there of some unrepented sin.
I thought I should find a demand there
There would be something he wanted
from me.

One day, I finally summoned up
courage and looked! There was no
accusation. There was no demand. The
eyes just said, ‘I love you.’ I looked long
into those eyes. I looked searchingly. Still,
the only message was, ‘I love you.’

And I walked out and, like Peter, I
wept.”

This is the treasure, the pearl of
great price that we read about in today’s
Gospel reading (Mt. 13: 44-52). Nothing,
absolutely nothing can ever take the
place of this presence of God within us,
the reign of God in our hearts. And as
we feel, relish, and reverence this reign
of God’s love within us, we cannot but
respond in kind  toward God, and toward
everyone else that he loves. All of us
humans are thus interconnected with one
another  from all cultures, races,
religions, the educated and uneducated,
rich and poor.

This is the very opposite of what the
Godless world out there is trapping us

into: Western Individualism. The I-Me-
Mine culture. The Western idea of self-
fulfillment has deteriorated into
independence and self-sufficiency as
the misleading sources of happiness
and freedom. On the macro level, the
economic and political effects of these
on poor countries are inhuman and
socially unjust. On the micro level,
especially in man-woman
relationships, this Western pattern
has deteriorated to free sex and
irresponsible pregnancy, as celebrated
in that very popular movie, “Mamma
Mia.” There are even couples who
live together with the condition that
they will not have any children,
because children are a nuisance to
their careers. Such lifestyle is labeled
as conjugalism. No wonder, more and
more churches in Europe, North
America, and Australia are empty.

Let us keep holding on to that
treasure buried within us, that pearl of
great price, as our most priceless
“possession.” No amount of money,
power, or material possessions can ever
take the place of this love of God within
each one of us. But we have to be
continually aware of this, and be
continually responding to it, anywhere
we are, everywhere we are, whatever
we are doing, with whoever we are.
Each one of us is called to be another
Solomon, or better still, another Christ.
An “Alter Christus.”
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Staying in touch with what gives us lifeStaying in touch with what gives us lifeStaying in touch with what gives us lifeStaying in touch with what gives us lifeStaying in touch with what gives us life
Being formed in Ignatian

spirituality, we like to think that we
are discerning people.  We don’t
make major decisions without
praying to sense where God is
leading us.  But discernment does not
and should not be limited to life-
changing choices such as a state of
life, a career, or the call to serve.  God
does not reveal his will to us only
when we make big decisions but also
in our daily life.  This is the reason
why as members of Magis Deo, we
are urged to do the Awareness
Examen daily.  In Sacred Space, the
term used is “Consciousness”.

 Dennis Linn, Sheila Fabricant Linn
and Matthew Linn tell this story in their
book about the examen, Sleeping with
Bread:

During the bombing raids of
World War II, thousands of children
were orphaned and left to starve.  The
fortunate ones were rescued and
placed in refugee camps where they
received food and good care.  But
many of these children who had lost
so much could not sleep at night.
They feared waking up to find
themselves once again homeless and
without food.  Nothing seemed to
reassure them.  Finally, someone hit
upon the idea of giving each child a
piece of bread to hold at bedtime.
Holding their bread, these children
could finally sleep in peace.  All
through the night the bread reminded
them, “Today I ate, and I will eat
again tomorrow.”

The children were able to hold on
to what gave them sustenance and they
felt more secure and reassured.  Doing
the examen is something like that.  It is

getting in touch with what gives us
sustenance, with what gives us security
and reassurance, with what makes us
more fully alive.

Doing the examen can be as simple
as asking yourself these two questions:

For what moment today am I
most grateful?

For what moment today am I
least grateful?

Why do we need the examen?  If
we tend to focus on the negative, we
need the examen to be aware not only
of the negative things that happen to us
but also the positive things.  We need
the examen to have a more grateful heart.
We also need the examen to help us see
how God is with us when we are sad or
in pain or feel like a failure.  We need to
acknowledge these feelings and hear
God’s voice through them.
     When something happens to us,
especially if it  is something
negative, we immediately want to
find out why it happened, to find
“God’s message” in the experience.
But in our quest for that elusive
“message of God” after
experiencing a heart attack or a
family misfortune, we may be
missing a rare opportunity to allow
ourselves to experience whatever
is happening.  For example, staying
with that feeling of helplessness or
being dependent on others and on
God, and sensing how God is with
us in that experience.  If we stop
looking for His message, then
perhaps we may feel his
compassionate love.  The examen
helps us to stay with our
experience, to acknowledge our

feelings and to sense God’s presence
in these moments in our life.

When we pay attention to these
moments, whether these are significant
or not, we may be able to detect
patterns that can tell us how God wants
us to be more loving, to be more fully
alive, to be more like him – in daily life
as well as in our ministries.  In other
words, we become more discerning
persons.

The Linns suggest that we also do
the examen as couples and as families,
even those with young children.  Sharing
our examen with our spouses helps us
to develop our intimacy as a couple just
like the ten-ten after the MEW is
supposed to do.  Here, we bring our
experiences to God, thanking him for
what we are grateful for and praying for
help in our difficult moments.

We can also do the examen with
our families, daily, if we have time but
certainly on weekends.   We can do a
parent-child sharing of the examen at
bedtime with questions like “What did
you feel good about today?”  “When
did you feel sad, helpless or angry?”
Then we can teach our children to thank
God as well as to pray for guidance or
help.   Perhaps the family examen is
when we decide as a family to put aside
our cell phones, video games, or TV
programs so that we can take time to
be more in touch with each other’s
deepest self and to involve God more
in our lives.  When we do the examen
together, we give the bread of life to
each other.

-By Tina Mossesgeld, Shepherds
Sharers Ministry Council Overseer
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Be Counted!  Be involved in the
Magis Deo Community Fund-raising

By Monchito and Tina Mossesgeld

Raising One and a Half Million
Pesos may seem daunting in these
difficult times but it is precisely in these
times when we, despite the harsh
economic conditions that affect us, are
called to make the extra effort in helping
our community ensure that it can
continue in our mission to build God’s
Kingdom here on earth, particularly
among the marginalized, through
outreach programs.  To paraphrase what
Ms Eva Galvey told the shepherds in
the recently concluded Prayer
Deepening Workshop, we don’t only
serve when we feel good, or when things
are going well.

Our faith needs to be expressed in
action. Our love for others is best
expressed in action not words.
Outreach programs are an expression
of our faith and our love for others,
particularly the last, the least and the
lost. This is how important our outreach
programs are and, we therefore, need
to make sure our community continues
these programs.

We can ensure our community can
continue its outreach work by helping
in fund-raising for outreach programs.
There are four way of doing this:
1.Help us tell the story of Magis Deo
in the past 20 years. As part of our
fund-raising for our outreach activities,
our community is publishing an annual
that will tell the story of Magis Deo for
the past 20 years. This annual will be
presented to possible corporate
sponsors for our outreach programs. It
is important that the annual will make
the story of our community come alive
and illustrate clearly how Magis Deo has

made a difference in the lives of its
members and those they serve.

Our community’s story comes alive
and is best told through your own stories
about how God has touched your life
through the work of our ministries and
our formation programs for our
members, as individuals, couples and as
families, in how we support each other
in our M. E. classes, our Post LSS
groups and our BCGGs, in the way we
practice our faith in mission, and through
the lives of those whom we have served
outside the community. Help us capture
our journey as a community in the past

2.Raise funds creatively. If you are
a member of an M.E. Class, Post-LSS
Group or a BCGG, your group, using
creative methods such as having a white
elephant sale, can raise at least P5,000
to help defray expenses for the
publication of the Magis Deo Annual.

3.Solicit donations. You may also solicit
from your friends in the corporate
world, donations ranging from P10,000
to P100,000 for which they will be
acknowledged in the annual book. Tap
your network of friends. Appeal to
generous donors and patrons, both
individuals and corporations.

4.Be a generous donor or patron. And
last, but definitely not least, if you feel
inspired to personally give generously,
then you can be a generous donor or
patron yourself. Give not from your
excess but from your need. Give up
something you need so that others can
have more.

Our community has been God’s
instrument of grace in our lives these past
many years. God’s love has been
overflowing so much that we have felt a
need to share His love with others
through our outreach programs which
have enabled our community to be
God’s instrument of grace in the lives of
those we have served.

Let us help our community continue
to be God’s instrument. Let us help
make sure our community continues to
bring God’s saving grace to other
people’s lives. Let us help Magis Deo
continue helping others and be blessed
in return. Let us get involved and join in
the efforts to raise funds for our outreach
programs.

“The only
things in life
truly worth having
are the things
we give away.”

20 years. Write your story, using the
following guide questions:

a) What was the event, program
or situation (Who, what, where,
when)

b) How was I affected? “I was
moved by/because…”

c) How did I experience God?
Submit your story to the book’s

editorial staff.  With your help and those
of our editorial staff, we will have a truly
inspiring book, full of our experience of
God’s presence and graces.

COUNCIL CORNER



66666
AUGUST  2008MagisMagisMagisMagisMagis

Magis Deo Members doing More for God
Dear Fellow Magis Deo Members,
Thank you very much for your warm response to our call for donations in cash or in kind for the victims of typhoon “Frank”.  All

donations in kind have been given to the typhoon victims thru Simbahang Lingkod ng Bayan (SLB).  Cash donations to-date has totaled
Php 108,200.

Initially, we intended to course all our cash donations also thru SLB.  However, during the recent Pastoral Council Meeting held
last July 10, Fr. Edione Febrero made a personal appeal to Magis Deo for help in their rehabilitation plans for families left homeless
by typhoon Frank in his parish in Antique.  To recall, Fr. Febrero was our “singing priest” during our ME Weekends in the 90s.  At
present, he is the parish priest of Sibalom, Antique and the Director of the Diocesan Social Action Center of Antique.

Typhoon Frank devastated 17 out of 18 towns in the province of Antique, with 3 towns severely hit. 
Out of more than 3,000 families affected, there are about 500 families who immediately need roofs above their heads.  They

estimate that materials needed to build a simple nipa house would cost about P 15,000, with labor provided free tapping on the
bayanihan  spirit of our kababayans.   We have emailed separately Fr. Febrero’s power point presentation he used during the Pastoral
Council Meeting to provide you with a deeper appreciation of the extent of typhoon Frank’s destruction in the province of Antique and
the plans of the Diocesan Social Action Center.

Foregoing considered and after some deliberation, the Pastoral Council decided to donate P75,000 (equivalent to 5 nipa
houses) to Fr. Febrero’s Diocesan Social Action Center with the balance of P33,200 coursed thru SLB to benefit typhoon victims in
other areas.

Our help will surely go a long way, even if it may seem minuscule compared to their total requirements.  If you feel moved to give
more to help to their rehabilitation plans, your donations will be most welcome.  May we suggest that you also appeal for help from
your friends, relatives and colleagues, both here and abroad?  We can easily forward the funds to Fr. Febrero.  You may deposit your
donations to Magis Deo Inc at BPI Family SA# 6861-0019-36.

We would appreciate if you could cascade the above to your BCGG/ME members and especially to your shepherds who do not
have internet access/email facility.  Thank you and may God continue to bless you and your families.

Your servant-leaders,
Lito and Jet Quimel
Regie and Daisy de Guzman
Outreach Ministry

Cont. from page 1  Getting in Touch...

Today’s children do not spend nearly
enough time enjoying the beauty of the
outdoors and suffer from what he calls a
nature deficit syndrome or disorder. This is
related to childhood obesity, childhood
depression and attention deficit disorder.
The author noted that the sense of wonder
is lost when children are not exposed to
nature.

Fr. Ruben suggested to the community
that the member, with their families, dialogue
on this topic. How can you become closer
to one another and be aware of God’s
presence in you, between you and among
you and find more time with each other and
less time for the internet and the cell phone?

Citing over-addiction, techno stress,
information overload and data smog as
adverse impacts of technology, he
expressed concern that the computer,
which has no soul and heart, can become
god. Before becoming detached and
dehumanized and the family becomes
computerized and suffer from what he
called the techno trap, he appealed to the

young people for the responsible use of
technology.

The challenge is developing a
contemplative gaze and learning when to
slow down. Stop, Look, Listen….God’s
presence is in every corner of nature and
we often miss it because of too much rush,
rush, rush. We become workaholics and
God becomes farther and farther from us,
Fr. Ruben stressed.

To be in awe of nature and of each other
as members of the family, to be aware of
God’s presence in every person as He is in
you are things we already know but the
challenge is to practice them daily.

Fr. Ruben also emphasized that
disasters are not punishments from God
but opportunities to reach out to the
victims, i.e. to love. Every crisis is a
turning point, an opportunity for the three
G’s in each of us: growth, greatness and
godliness as a person.

There is only one God of all religions
and this God expects all of us to love one
another. And, there is a time for everything.
-By Rey Mella, Cana BCGG

Fr.  Ruben
Tanseco
talked about
the impor-
tance of
getting in
touch with
nature.

More than 100 members were present on
last July Sat Com Celeb.
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Of Creative Deprivation and White Elephants
By Joy S.Uy-Tioco, Micah 6:8 BCGG

First and foremost, congratulations
to Cana and Thessalonians BCGGs, not
only for Doing Something Different and
succeeding delightfully well, but
especially for giving the rest of us a
vibrant example of grace-filled thinking
out of a box. May we have more
fellowship activities like the White
Elephant Sale held last July 5th, that will
highlight our core values of stewardship,
simplicity, sharing and service as well as
this one!

 These are difficult times and it is
tempting to cut back on giving as a way
to prioritize among the commitments and
responsibilities we face. The white
elephant sale and my own small
contribution to it made me feel proud to
be lay, encountered and Ignatian in a
way Jesuits and nuns can never
experience.

 Hindi sa pinaliliit ko ang
commitment ng mga madre’t pare, pero
na-iiba talaga ang kanilang praxis,
ang kanilang pagsasabuhay ng
Ignatian Spirituality. By giving up families,
they do not have our concerns - food,
education, health, rent and amortizations.
But we are all called to serve.

 The success of the white elephant
sale is more meaningful to me because
it reminds me of a similar time when
Magis Deo existed as a small group of
encountered couples who were trying to
understand what God wanted us to do in
the face of a crisis situation fast moving
into disaster. Today, I feel so affirmed –
being part of this community is what God
wanted for me, my husband and family.

Let me backtrack to 1983. Ninoy
Aquino had just been assassinated. The
Philippines had just defaulted on its
enormous interest payments to the IMF,
the World Bank and major creditor
nations. An audit of the Central Bank
revealed that the gold reserves (!!!)
which guarantees the paper peso and the
whole financial superstructure of the
country had been spirited away and

stashed in Swiss banks. It was the
beginning of the end of the Marcos
dictatorship, and the miracle of the
EDSA revolution, but we didn’t know
that – we could only feel the impact on
our daily lives.

With our collateral as a nation stolen
and no creditor nation or international
financial institute was willing to extend
us more credit. And with no credit line,
no importation, no oil, no electricity, no
industry, no production, no jobs. I don’t
recall a rice shortage, but easily 70% of
the population did not have enough to
buy enough rice.

I remember that time vividly. At first
we felt it as the disappearance of
imported products: no more chips and
shampoo and conditioner and deodorants
and toothpaste on supermarket shelves.
More alarming were shortages of basic
goods - laundry soap, cooking oil, milk,
sugar.

Everyone was hit. The children of
the rich and middle class moved from
expensive private schools like La Salle,
Ateneo, Assumption to U.P. and other
government universities. But the children
of the poor stopped going to school, or
died of starvation, or if they did not die,
grew to school age with irreversible brain
damage.

Fr. Ruben named God’s challenge
for us – the times were calling for
“creative deprivation” – how to
SHARE when paychecks were small
and the needs were so staggering. The
three prayer groups that were to become
the first BCGGs of Magis Deo met
weekly to help one another raise their
awareness by sharing their families’
experiences of sharing.

One family decided they would cook
meals for one day of the week without
meat, chicken, pork or fish – and to give
the amount saved to a feeding program.
Another family decided to save on their
electric bills by sleeping in one room with
one air conditioner. After about a month

of no privacy, they decided to return to
their own rooms but also decided to
continue not using their air cons. They
actually increased the amount they were
giving to the poor! Another couple would
cook up a bunch of pancit and helped
by their children, bring the pancit to
strikers camped in front of factories
whose owners had fled the country to
save what could still be salvaged. “I
want my children to learn strikers have
children too,” the husband said. By
sharing, we were learning to simplify our
lifestyles. By living simply, we were
helping someone else live.

More than twenty years later, Magis
Deo has evolved into a complex
organization with an enormous Outreach
program. Sometimes we feel we are
running around like chickens without
heads. But it is a continuing delight to
find members continuously finding ways
to serve in spite of rising gas and rice
prices, in spite of the increasing sense
of helplessness and hopelessness, in spite
of the temptation to just try and save
what you can for your own family, leave
the problems of country to God.

All of us are worried about what’s
happening and yet we don’t stop
sharing. Over and above the community
efforts, members are taking personal
initiatives to make sure the projects are
funded. Three years ago whenever a
retreat was announced, BCGG heads
would ask for a subsidy for their
members. Now we have more instances
of people saving for their Formation
activities rather than asking for subsidies.
The sponsoring class of a recent ME
weekend raised their funds and returned
the subsidy given by Magis Deo. There
are individuals quietly re-arranging
personal budgets so they can afford
monthly dues or commuting expenses
for essential meetings. Time and treasure
may be short, but Magis members
compensate with talent – and

cont. on page 9
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South Sector continues to reach out toSouth Sector continues to reach out toSouth Sector continues to reach out toSouth Sector continues to reach out toSouth Sector continues to reach out to
Aya GK Multinational VillageAya GK Multinational VillageAya GK Multinational VillageAya GK Multinational VillageAya GK Multinational Village

By Benz and Vina Dimanalata, Genesis BCGG
South Sector Outreach Coordinator

Every other week since April 13, each
South Sector BCGG sponsors a Values
Formation Seminar to about 80+ Aya GK
Village beneficiaries in Multinational,
Paranaque.  Although there is a teaching
module, each session poses a challenge:
who will be the speaker; what group
dynamics can best support the teaching;
how to better ‘connect’ with the
beneficiaries; how to deliver the Tagalog
module clearly; how to make the
beneficiaries enjoy so that they will come
again next session; what to buy with the
allotted budget.  Week after week, session
after session, the feeling of joy and gratitude
come overflowing.  Every session is a
fulfillment—to Magis Deo and to GK!

The group activities we have
conducted ranged from deep sharing to fun
games. Tinuruan namin sila ng nakakalito
nating M.E. action song, “Let’s Build a
Community”; Pinakanta namin sila ng ‘Wag
Kang Pasaway”; Nag-drama at comedy skits
sila; Nagtagisan ng talino sa ala-Wowowee

game show.  All in the spirit of Sharing and
Service.

To date, five (5) South Sector BCGGs,
one (1) North Sector BCGG (Magnificat), and
one (1) ME Class (Class 83) have sponsored
a GK Values session.

Read through the sharings of Aya GK
residents during the “Kasiyahan” value
session.
MAPAGMAHAL GROUP

“Ang nagpapasaya sa akin ay ang
pagmamahal ng aking asawa at yung
pagkakaroon po ng bahay.”

“Ang nagpapasaya sa akin ay ang
aking pamilya.  Pag nakikita ko silang

masaya at walang
karamdaman ay
masayang-masaya
na ako kahit kapos
kami sa
kabuhayan; basta
buo ang aking
pamilya.
BIGATIN GROUP

“Kaligayahan
na namin ang
pagkakaroon ng
pagbabago sa aming
lugar at sa
pagkakaroon ng
bagong bahay na
ipinagkaloob ng
Gawad Kalinga.”

“Masaya kami
dahil sa mga handog
ng mga taong may
m a b u b u t i n g
kalooban tulad nina
Tita Aya at Tito Tony
at sa lahat ng

Experience the satisfaction of

volunteering for a good cause.

Support your Magis Deo sector

outreach as a family.

kanilang mga kasamahan.  Maraming
salamat po sa inyo
VIVA HOT BABES AND BIBBO
HOTDOGS GROUP

“Masaya ako na kahit gaano kahirap
ang buhay ngayon ay nakakaraos pa rin
dahil alam ko na ang Panginoon ay nasa
tabi ko lagi at di ako pinababayaan.”
MATIISIN GROUP

“Masaya na ako makita ko lang ang
matamis na ngiti ng mga apo ko.”

“Ang nagpapasaya sa akin ay ang
makita na walang sakit ang aking pamilya
at hindi nawawalan ng trabaho ang aking
asawa.  Kaya nagpapasalamat ako sa
Diyos.”
MAPAGBIGAY GROUP

“Higit sa lahat, masayang-masaya
kami sa walang sawang tulong na
binibigay ng grupo ni Tita Aya.  At sana
patuloy na maging malusog si Tito Tony at
hindi na magkasakit muli.

Session
3:
Bayanihan

b y
Jeremiah
BCGG -
May 11,
2008

Session 4:  Kalinisan at Kagandahan
by Cana BCGG - May 25, 2008

Session 2:  Unang Kristiyanong Pamayanan
by House of David and South Sector - April 27, 2008

Session 1:  Paghubog sa Wastong Ugali
by South Sector, Outreach Ministry and Philippians
BCGG - April 13, 2008
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Cont. from page 7  Of  Creative...

Suyuan for PaSuyuan for PaSuyuan for PaSuyuan for PaSuyuan for PathwthwthwthwthwaaaaaySySySySyS
  By: Ted Concepcion, Archangel  Gabriel, BCGG

Last Sunday, July 20, 2008 18 couples
attended the Suyuan at the Calungsod Hall
of Ateneo Loyola School of Theological.
What made this Suyuan different from
others I have observed was that the
participants were all parents of Pathways
scholars.  The couples attended the Suyuan
not only to strengthen their relationship but
also to show commitment to their children’s
education.

Pathways is a scholarship program of
the Ateneo de Manila University with the
help of the Ford Foundation. I learned that
the Pathways program is a holistic one.
Thus, parents undergo values formation
programs as well as livelihood training.
The Suyuan is only one the programs these
parents will be attending to support their
children.

Upon learning about the different
programs that these Pathways couples will

still have to attend, I recalled the following
words from the Suyuan participants’
renewal of their marriage commitment to
each other and God that they make at the
end of the program.

 ...”Marapatin po Ninyo
na kaming mag-asawa
ay laging maging tanda ng

Sakramento ng kasalat instrumento ng
Inyong pag-ibig.”

I have become more aware of the deeper
meaning of “Instrumento ng Inyong Pag-
ibig.” Children’s self-confidence and
perseverance is enhanced when they
experience God’s love through the love of
their parents. In Mother Teresa’s words,
“We think sometimes that poverty is only
being hungry, naked and homeless. The
poverty of being unwanted, unloved and
uncared for is the greatest poverty. We
must start in our own homes to remedy
this kind of poverty.”

Serving in Suyuan repeatedly is a virtue.
I admire the unwavering commitment of Tita
Cathy Rafael and Pocholo & Merly Cea who
gave the Suyuan. Our BCGG, Archangel
Gabriel led by our shepherd, Doy & Becky
Dizon together with Tita Marcia Balderas,
my wife, Susan Concepcion and myself were
auxiliaries.

I felt that I did not do much in the little
things I did, like serve the food & snacks,
arrange the chairs and distribute roses to
husbands. I felt I should have done more,
much much more. Am I serving God to the
best of my ability? Then I recalled the words
of Mother Teresa, “Be faithful in small
things because it is in them that your
strength lies.”

What a beautiful and appropriate
message! I am given a lesson in humility
and find encouragement and meaning in the
little tasks that need to be done. I hope to
always keep them in mind when serving
God.

Session 4:  Kalinisan at Kagandahan
by Cana BCGG - May 25, 2008

Session 7:
Kalusugan
by M.E. Class 83 -
July 20, 2008

Session 6:  Kasiyahan
by Magnificat BCGG - July 6, 2008

Session 5:  Kaayusan
 by Genesis BCGG - June 8, 2008

continuously find new ways to deliver
both time and treasure.

This is why I feel quite happy about
the White Elephant Sale. I am also
excited and pray for more community
expressions of more creative, more
generous, more effective and doable
ways to share. God has already shown
us through our history that He means
Magis to be His gift to us. Magis is
where we are teaching ourselves and
our families that sharing, creative
deprivation, is a way of life we
joyously choose to live.
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Forcing through with a ‘flawed’ JPEPA
by Ester Perez de Tagle, PDI Contributor

Philippine Daily Inquirer
Monday, June 9, 2008

Section B3-4

There Has Been a Spate of pro-JPEPA
(Japan-Philippines Economic Partnership
Agreement) articles trying to brow-beat the
Senate into hurriedly ratifying this treaty,
which chair of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee Sen. Miriam Defensor Santiago
says is flawed due to lopsided provisions.
So why ratify it? These drum beaters for
JPEPA foist the threat of “missing the boat”
and being left behind by other Asean
countries in the race for economic
development.

What they are not saying is that JPEPA
does not contain the same provisions as the
agreements of other countries with Japan.
For example, prohibitions in Article 93 of
JPEPA against the Philippines demanding
technology transfer and the hiring of
Filipinos are not found in the agreements of
Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia with
Japan. In fact, in the late 1980s, Japan gave
the Malaysians the technology to make their
very own car, the Proton, without any
agreement. On the other hand, the
Philippines has been assembling Japanese
cars for decades but never got the
technology to make one. Even now, we still
cannot demand technology transfer. With
the prohibitions of Article 93, what
economic development via technology
transfer and jobs from JPEPA are we talking
about?

There is no commitment of any official
development assistance to the Philippines.
Whatever the Philippine Institute of
Developmental Studies “believes” in terms
of “improved investment climate,
technology transfer, job creation, etc.,” must
be assessed against the facts contained in
the JPEPA provisions.

‘Mega-treaty’
Instead of being blamed for their

decision to defer deliberation on the JPEPA
in order to subject its provisions to closer
scrutiny, the Senate should be commended.
A voluminous “mega-treaty” with such
wide-ranging implications to our country
and people deserves no less from the public
officials tasked with safeguarding and
promoting the national welfare. Failure to

do so would be high treason. According to
Senator Santiago: The basic issue with
JPEPA was that the advantages were in
favor of Japan, but not necessarily for the
Philippines.

“Another issue was that JPEPA failed
to include reservations that Japan has
already conceded to Thailand, Malaysia
and Indonesia,” she said. She said the
conditions for that concurrence were an
“absolute necessity” because she is sure
the Supreme Court would declare the JPEPA
- ratified as is—unconstitutional.

Then Japan could sue us since the
Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties
provides that a party may not invoke
internal, even constitutional law, as a
defense for not honoring an international
agreement. But why ratify even
“conditionally” such an agreement in the
first place? The safest and most logical
option is to reject it.

The Philippine panel failed in its task to
protect our country’s interests and could
not even satisfactorily answer many basic
questions. When asked about the
provisions prohibiting the Philippines from
demanding technology transfer and the
hiring of Filipinos, the Philippine panel head
replied, “I am stupefied that those are there.”

The executive department officials
failed to show to the Senate the agreement’s
economic benefits. The oppositors not only
successfully refuted their arguments, but
also showed that they “wrongly and
criminally” used a Japanese macroeconomic
study to defend JPEPA.

Own competitor
How can Philippine exports grow under

the agreement, which allows our market to
be our competitor in the use of our own
production sources?

JPEPA allows Japanese factory ships
to fish in our waters (see JPEPA Annex 7,
2B). These ships are equipped with the latest
in sonar technology to zoom in on the big
catch and with freezers that freeze fish in
five seconds to ensure maximum freshness
for storage while waiting for processing,
packing or canning right on site., ready for

the international and even our very own local
market, in no time. What chance does our
fishing industry have and what exports are
we talking about? How about our poor
fishermen who depend on the sea for
livelihood and survival?

Such injustice in our seas would be
replicated in our forests and farmlands under
Article 89 of JPEPA. Small and medium scale
industries, the backbone of our economy,
deprived of tariff protection and lacking
government support systems, would
inevitably die, contrary to the claims of the
JPEPA drumbeaters.

The Japanese Embassy claims that
there has been no case whatsoever of
Japanese toxic waste export to the
Philippines since the Basel Convention of
1993. The Basel Convention has no teeth
and Japan and the Philippines are not
signatories to its amendment, the mandatory
Basel Ban on toxic waste trading. Therefore
we cannot invoke it for protection.

In July 1999, 122 forty-foot Japanese
container vans reportedly carrying waste
paper for recycling were opened in the Port
of Manila. They contained not waste paper,
but hazardous, toxic and infectious hospital
waste. This was reported in the papers and
the public outrage forced the Japanese
government to repatriate their deceptively
dumped waste.

In his book, “Postwar Japanese
Economy in Southeast Asia,” Hideo
Kobayashi, dean of the Graduate School of
Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University,
quotes Goto Noboru, vice president of the
Tokyo Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
stressing “the importance of personal
connections in the development of foreign
business.” Noboru deals with economists
and businessmen from the Philippines and
other Asian countries. Japanese
businessmen play a key role in their
government’s policymaking and Goto’s
view can be said to reflect such policy.

Close Connections
Goto said: “Close connections were

useful in the expansion of the Tokyo

cont. on page  11
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SCENES AND SIGNS OF FAITH
By Kimi Abapo

Jesus Today: A Framework for Spirituality
In conjunction with Magis Deo’s

retreats and seminars, I found the
book Jesus Today extremely helpful
as a guide in shaping my spirituality.
The chapters or segments are the
parameters, which, when taken as a

Cont. from  page  11... Forcing through

group…only the financial people count, through
the joint venture and overseas transfer of production
base…” This means lavish wooing of trade and
industry officials and business leaders of the
targeted host country. The problem with using
personal relations in national agreements is that
such relations benefit only the decision makers
courted, and not the nation they are supposed to
uphold. Furthermore, the mention of “overseas
transfer of production base” should make us wary.
Japan, a small island state, is finding it harder to
cope with the toxic waste generated by its high
industrialization and could be expected to transfer
its dirty industries to the Philippines and other
willing Asian countries.

JPEPA drum beaters warn that we would be
left behind in the scramble for questionable,
unequally distributed Japanese “largesse”. Which
is the greater threat, being left behind in the rush or
waking up one day to find out that we no longer
have a country to call our own, or worse, being left
with an uninhabitable wasteland which cannot
sustain life?

The onset of climate change brought about by
modern man’s unsustainable development fueled
by globalization has shown the folly of the
unbridled pursuit of such development paradigms.
In the scramble for scarce resources, our government
must prioritize the security of the Filipino people.
Conservation and wise use of resources are
imperatives for survival, and people development
for the economic empowerment of communities, a
must for real development.

Antithesis
The JPEPA is the antithesis of such

imperatives. While the arguments for Jpepa are
based on shaky projections and expectations, the
arguments against the agreement are based on the
strongest and most solid evidence—the text of the
JPEPA agreement in itself.

We urge those who want to know the truth to
get hold of a copy and even the transcripts of the
Senate hearings.

Let the JPEPA be exposed to the clear light of
truth and be subjected to stakeholder consultations
and debates, as such a crucial issue should be dealt
with in a true democracy.

whole, shapes our spiritual beings with
Jesus as the model. I purposely made a
diagram so I could have a good picture
of the components of my journey to
imitate the spirituality of Jesus.

Some readers may find it difficult
to relate to the chapter “Science after
Einstein”. The discussion in this
chapter simply points to the fact that
no matter how advanced technologies
are and how extensive scientific
researches are, they can never approach
the greatness and power of God. For
example, in the field of medicine, how
can doctors and medical scientists
explain the curative effect of prayer and
faith healing in terminal cases of cancer

Attributes of Jesus

and other degenerative ailments? Simply
put, these are miracles, an act of God.

We should keep the signs of the
times in our hearts and allow these to
influence our choices and decisions as
we are undergoing our inner
transformations. The questions to ask
now are:

1) Where am I in my spirituality?
2) How do I stand compared to

Jesus?
3) Can I make adjustments and

pray for the graces to re-shape my
spirituality?

I don’t expect to be 100% like Jesus
but one thing I know is that my heart
and mind is open to whatever and
wherever God brings me in my walk.

Mystic 

Prophet 

Healer 

Love & 
Compassion 
for the Poor 

 

Revolutionary 

Jesus 
Spirituality 
(our model) 

Method 
of 

Prayer 

My Spirituality 

Sign of the Times 
Spiritual Food &  
Nourishment 

1. One with God 
2. One with oneself 
3. One with others 
4. One with the 

1. Uncertainties 
2. Hunger for 

spirituality 
3. Hunger for 

healing 
4. Individualism 
5. Globalization 
6. New science 

Transformation 

1. Let go 
2. Know thyself 
3. Like a child 
4. Grateful heart 
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YOUTH CORNER

The World: With or Without Us?
By Francis Gabriel Concepcion

With all the talk on global warming, the
changes in weather and climate, one can only
ponder on certain questions regarding our
existence on this earth, questions such as:
what would happen if human beings were
suddenly extinct? Would we be
remembered? Will our monuments stand the
test of time such as the pyramids of ancient
Egypt, the Coliseum in Rome, the Hanging
Gardens of Babylon, or the Great Wall of
China? Truth be told, nature itself has its
own wonders such as the Great Barrier Reef,
the Grand Canyon, Mount Everest, or even
the Aurora Borealis. Yet, what are we exactly
to the earth – what with the way we’ve
constantly come close to killing it and
everything in it with our advancements and
pollution? Do we really deserve the title of
steward? One could consider us as parasites
rather than caretakers.

Alan Weisman provides a thought-
provoking scenario for us in his book “The
World without Us.” The book itself is a
narrative non-fiction, in which Weisman
draws conclusions and theories on what
exactly would happen to the Earth had we
suddenly up and gone. Drawing the
expertise of engineers, atmospheric
scientists, art conservators, zoologists, oil
refiners, marine biologists, astrophysicists,
religious leaders from rabbis to the Dalai
Lama, and paleontologists, Weisman gives
us a ‘pretty’ picture of what might happen
from two days to billions of years in the
future were we to disappear.

Taken from a website regarding his
book, Weisman already provides startling
and intriguing statements. Only two days
after humans disappear, “Without pumping,
New York’s subways would impassably
flood.” Seven days in, “The emergency fuel
supply to diesel generators that circulate
cooling water to nuclear reactors’ cores
would run out.” A year later, “Worldwide, a
billion annually doomed birds would live
when radio and communication tower
warning lights cease blinking and high
tension wires grow cold. Animals would
begin to return to the sites of nuclear
reactors, which would have melted down or
burned. Human head – and body – lice

would grow extinct. About 100 years later,
“With no ivory trade, half a million remaining
elephants, increase twenty-fold. Populations
of small predators, raccoons, weasels, and
foxes diminish due to competition from a
human legacy – immensely successful feral
housecats.” Come 500 years, “If the climate
was temperate, a forest would stand in place
of a suburb; minus a few hills, it would begin
to resemble what it was before developers,
or the farmers they expropriated from, first
saw it. Amid the trees, half concealed by a
spreading understory, would lie aluminum
dishwasher parts and stainless steel
cookware, their plastic handles splitting but
still solid.” And then 3 billion years later,
“Life, albeit in forms we probably wouldn’t
dream of, would still thrive on Earth.” And
in the end, billions of years into the future,
only a single trace of humanity would exist:
“Our radio and television broadcasts,
fragmented as they may be, would still be
travelling outward.”

The idea of earth surviving without us
has gone on for years, centuries even. H.G.
Wells, in his book “The Time Machine,”
shows somewhat similar circumstances that
the Time Traveler encounters on his trip
billions of years into the future, wherein he’s
beset by odd creatures, and no signs or
remnants of our human civilization
whatsoever. The 2002 film directed by Simon
Wells, his great-grandson, provides a
different approach and scenario to the
original, focusing mostly on the decline of
human civilization rather than its non-
existence. Nonetheless, the idea still remains
that without us, life on earth will continue to
move on, and it’s simply our responsibility
as a race and as a species to build a better
future for our children’s children who are
yet to come after we’ve long been gone.

The point is, the earth we live in is a
system that heals itself, and it’s us humans
that put the imbalances in its system.
Ultimately though, we’re truly no match to
this planet we’ve been placed upon; and
simply put, we cannot do anything we wish
with it. Already the effects of global warming
are showing, the dry the wet seasons are
changing, and rains do not come as regularly

as they used to, but instead arrive all at once,
in storms and typhoons. This is, after all,
what Al Gore has been trying to point out
through his slides and talks on global
warming. In 2007 he was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize, “…which was shared by the
Intergovernmental Panel of Climate Change,
headed by Rajendra K. Pachauri (Delhi,
India). The award was given ‘for their efforts
to build up and disseminate greater
knowledge about man-made climate change,
and to lay the foundations for the measures
that are needed to counteract such change’
on October 12, 2007.”

George Carlin, a comedian who passed
away last June 22, known for his political
insights, black humor, and his counter-
culture ideas, sees the preservation of
humanity in a different light. “Saving
endangered species is just one more arrogant
attempt by humans to control nature. It’s
arrogant, meddling. It’s what got us in
trouble in the first place,” Carlin says in one
of his routines. Winner of four Grammy
Awards for his comedy albums, Carlin places
very good questions. “Over 90%, over, way
over 90% of all the species that have ever
lived on this planet are gone, are extinct. We
didn’t kill them all. They just disappeared.
That’s what nature does.” Indeed, he poses
a good point when he states that our greatest
arrogance is the idea of saving the planet,
saving the planet when we can’t even take
care of ourselves as a people, or as a
collective.

But then again, saving the planet isn’t
simply arrogance on the part of humanity,
but an ethical responsibility towards the
children of the future. Chances are, the
human race might not exist for another million
years, but we have a responsibility to those
who will inherit our home. After all, the planet
has been here for billions of years, whereas
we’ve only been around for about a hundred
thousand, maybe two hundred thousand.
Saving the planet isn’t necessarily aimed at
the planet, because the planet truly is a self-
healing entity. Saving the planet, in
retrospect, is really saving lives. Everyday

cont. on page 13
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By Zarah Gagatiga, ME Class 85

AFTER THOUGHTS

When MAGIS Means More
MAGIS.
The first time I heard the word was
fourteen years ago at an induction
program for new hires in Xavier School.
I was only twenty years old then and
for a young professional starting out, the
word meant dreams, dedication and
accomplishments beyond the ordinary.
In the ten years that ensued, I was able
to fulfill some dreams, performed tasks
that defined dedication and won over
mediocrity. Yes, I was happy. In my
limited understanding, I thought I was in
the state of magis – doing more and
giving more.
The years that followed, however, were
riddled with doubts and confusion. I
found myself in a quagmire of
professional dilemmas and decaying
personal relationships. For the first time

in my life, I was in a condition of
imbalance. I was always frustrated at
myself. Guilt would eat me up in every
waking moment. Blame was a constant
companion. Everything I do for my
family, for my loved ones, for people I
work for seem to mean nothing at all.
Yet, I know, deep in my heart that I was
doing more and giving more.
Why has it become so meaningless
when all I really wanted was to simply
matter?
It was then that I reached a point of
asking my spiritual director what magis
is all about. His reply to me was this -
magis is to do things, even the little
ones, with great love. It seems that all
this time, I have not truly loved.
Indeed, the person who understands
what magis means is never short of

cont. from  page 12  The World

we burn more and more carbon dioxide, the
more we kill those people who die due to
calamities and natural disasters. The bigger
picture is that we are killing ourselves. These
disasters are not a test of God, nor are they
his punishment, they are a result of our
mistakes and our follies, and it’s only right
that we fix and take responsibility for them.

But naturally, there are other countless
problems that we encounter in our daily
lives. But saving the planet is simple, and
doesn’t necessarily require big steps such
as massive protests or fund-raisers to save
the whales and the forests. Saving the planet
starts in your own homes. Al Gore, in The
Inconvenient Truth already provides the
steps in the website he promoted:
www.climatecrisis.net where you can find
simple steps that can be applied to your
homes that can help save the environment.
All we need now is a little effort, because a
thousand or a million people doing these
small things can mean a big difference.
Sources:
h t t p : / / w w w. w o r l d w i t h o u t u s . c o m /
did_you_know.html
http://www.wikipedia.org

goodness and compassion. Imbued with
the spirit of magis, that person can make
things happen in the face of immense
adversity. Even in the routines of daily
life what appears to be mundane can be
made remarkable by that person who
does not expect anything in return.
I do not think I will ever be that kind of
person completely. Such is the stuff that
saints are made of and I am far from
achieving saint hood. I am faithful though,
despite my imperfections and inner
struggles that God will continuously work
in me.
In His time, I will be able to give and not
to count the cost. One day, I will fully
realize when magis means more.

First Friday Community Celebration Aug-Dec 2008
Topics, Priests and Ministry and BCGG Hosts

Aug 1 - Discernment in Everyday Life by Fr. Cel Reyes, Priest Fr. Cel Reyes
Ministry Sponsor – SSFM / BCGGs: KKK and Philippians

Sep 5 - On Mary by Monsgr. Ding Coronel, Priest Fr. Gascon
Ministry Sponsor – Outreach /BCGGs: House of David & Corinthians

Oct 3 -  On Leadership, Speaker and Priest (FBA)
Ministry Sponsor – Praxis / BCGGs: Psalm 46 and Mustard Seed

Nov 7 -  Election Day of four new Council couples for 2009
Ministry Sponsor – Comelec / BCGGs: Isaiah and Samaritans
Tentative - half day Recollection with Fr. Tanseco

Dec 7 - Family Day (Concept: Barrio Fiesta), Sunday
Ministry Sponsor – CSM / BCGGs: Agnus Dei and CIA Wisdom
Mass with Fr. Tanseco

Note: Sep and Oct BCGG hosts were switched  (agreed between Ministry sponsors)

The author is one of the first members of the Magis Youth. Francis
Gabriel Concepcion is the son of Ted & Susan Concepcion of
Archangel Gabriel BCGG, 21 years old and now a 4th year
college student taking up Literature in DLSU. He was involved
in Magis Deo’s Family Encounter Weekend (FEW) as member of
Team Family Sharer and has attended Youth Summer Camp. – Ed.
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By Rey Mella, Cana BCGG

SPIRITUAL TIDBITS AND HUMOR

On time, being busy and dying
The priest was preparing a dying man for
his voyage into the great beyond.
Whispering firmly, the priest said,
“Denounce the devil! Let him know how
little you think of his evil!” The dying man
said nothing. The priest repeated his order.
Still the dying man said nothing. The priest
asked, “Why do you refuse to denounce the
devil and his evil?” The dying man said,
“Until I know where I’m heading, I don’t
think I ought to aggravate anybody.”

“No one wants to die. Even people who
would like to go to heaven don’t want to
die to get there. And yet death is the
destination we all share. No one has ever
escaped it. And that is as it should be,
because Death is very likely the single best
invention of  Life. It is Life’s change agent.
It clears out the old to make way for the
new. Right now the new is you, but someday
not too long from now, you will gradually
become the old and be cleared away. Sorry
to be so dramatic, but it is quite true.” –
Steve Jobs, Co-founder, Chairman, CEO,
Apple Inc. the company who makes the
Ipod’s.

I am always “on schedule” and I plan my
meetings, activities and the things which I
need to do and accomplish. I always have a
calendar or a personal digital assistant (PDA)
on which to put my schedules and things I
have to get done on any given day, at work
or at home. With this habit, I get a lot of
things done and completed. But, on the
other hand, there is little room for flexibility,
for unscheduled events and for spontaneity,
and maybe even for exercising and
enjoying my being a human being. As Fr.
Ruben would have it, I am in a techno-trap!

There is a regular 5-minute commentary on
the radio station I listen to and it’s entitled,
Redeeming the Time. This is a transcript of
one of those commentaries and it’s about
being in a hurry and about time:

Let’s learn from that account what really
matters to God, so that even in the midst of
a flurry, we’ll still know how to redeem the
time.

Wow, that applies to me. Are you always
in a hurry? For what? By the way, what do
you do in your free time? That’s one of
those questions we ask to make polite
conversation and even during job
interviews to know the productivity of a
person or to understand what one values. I
have learned over time that there is really
no such thing as “free time.” All time has
value. Even leisure time which is what we
normally think of where to spend our free
time, away from the normal, routinary
activities, outside of the daily grind, has
value. I believe that that God has a plan
and a purpose for every moment He allows
us to breathe and live.

Our Ignatian spirituality encourages us to
find and experience God in every way, every
moment, every day. Difficult as it may seem,
I would like to be always consciously aware
of God every single minute I live and there
shouldn’t be a time that I am away from
Him. My time is God’s time.

I never use my cell phone for overseas calls
other than to use up unused credits on my
plan. One Saturday, I still had a few minutes
left, and wanting to use it up, I called one of
my 7 brothers, Rene, in Edmonton, Alberta,
Canada, just talk to him for a minute or two,
and to say hello.  But, for the next one hour
(!), I spoke to my brother, and I could not
get him off the phone. Neither did I have
any intention of cutting him off or ending
our conversation.

Eight months ago, he attended the first ever
BLD ME Weekend in Edmonton conducted
by several couples from a neighboring city,
Vancouver, which is 12 hours by road or an
hour’s flight. He was one of 11 couples of
ME Class No. 1. When I called, he and his
wife, Lucy (his Lucy; yes, there are two Lucy
Mellas in our family) had just completed
their sponsorship of Class No. 2.

He was driving home with his eldest son,
Rob, when I called, and he had to get his
son to drive so we can talk. Later, if not for
the fact that he had been sitting in his
garage for 30 minutes already, he would not
have hang up and we would not ended our
“brief” conversation.

For one hour, he shared with me the
highlights and lowlights of his journey.
Their weekend, the youth encounter, the
touching sharing and the conversion of his

Someone said, “Life was a flurry that
occurred on the way to the grave.”

That little one liner gives a good summary
of the way many people live their lives
today. “A flurry of meaningless activity on
the way to the grave.” Certainly there is
nothing wrong with activity, even a flurry
of activities, as long as it is the right activity
that God wants us to be doing. The problem
is that much of the time we substitute a flurry
of activity for the one or two activities God
is really calling us to do.
Remember the story of Mary and Martha.
When Jesus came to visit them, Martha was
so caught up in the flurry of activity; she
missed the main point of spending precious
time with Jesus. The Lord on the other hand
commended Mary, who in spite of the flurry
made Jesus her first priority.

I struggle trying to write my article and to
meet my deadline every single month. So, I

was already stressed thinking about my
deadline for the August issue. I had nothing
to write about. As usual, I pulled up another
ace in my sleeve. I prayed about it and
simply said “it will come.” And, within a
few minutes, by the Grace of God, it did
come. In one of those times I was
spontaneous, I experienced the presence of
God for one full hour. I talked to someone
so filled with God and the Holy Spirit at the
very moment I was talking to the person,
10,000 miles away.
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I watched Batman: The Dark Knight. In one
of the scenes where Batman and Joker are
fighting, Batman asks the Joker why the
Joker wants to kill him. And the Joker replies
“Kill you? I don’t want to kill you! What
would I do without you? No, no, you
complete me…” And, the audience laughs.
It was a fight, a really violent scene, and the
Joker uses a romantic line.

After close to 15 years being with our
community, isn’t it a miracle that finally
one of my brothers has experienced the
marriage encounter weekend experience?

eldest son, their frustrations of their
recruitment and sponsorship, various
challenges and many more.  He thought that,
with the “high” he and his wife had at their
weekend, 30 couples would be chicken-
feed when they sponsor their own. His class
managed to sponsor just another 11
couples.  He thought it would really be
easy, and yet he was unable to even bring
one of his brothers to an ME Weekend.
Nonetheless, it was a great and God-filled
phone call as we were sharing our
experiences in the marriage encounter and
were both witnessing for God with our
respective MEW experiences, before,
during and after.

From www.sacredspace.ie - The command,
‘to be perfect’ is better translated as ‘be
complete’. This completion is like being
merciful and compassionate, or being holy.
From our reading of other parts of the gos-
pel we know that this is a grace from God.
Fulfillment in Jesus Christ is not attained
only through our own efforts. It happens
when we open ourselves to the action of
Jesus in our lives, and try to model and
shape our lives on his. If we keep before us
the ideal of being men and women for oth-
ers, our lives will become complete.

A man was invited to some old friends’ home
for dinner. His buddy preceded every
request to his wife by endearing terms,
calling her Honey, My Love, Darling,
Sweetheart, Pumpkin, etc.

His buddy hung his head. “To tell you the
truth, I forgot her name about ten years ago.”

By the way, the other person who completes
me is my wife. A friend of mine described
his wife a long time ago and I will borrow
his lines. She is the perfect person for
someone as imperfect as me.

Our deepest fear is not that we are
inadequate. Our deepest fear is that we are
powerful beyond measure. It is our light,
not our darkness that most frightens us. We
ask ourselves, Who am I to be brilliant,
gorgeous, talented, and fabulous? Actually,
who are you not to be? You are a child of
God. Your playing small does not serve the
world. There is nothing enlightened about
shrinking so that other people won’t feel
insecure around you. We are all meant to
shine, as children do. We were born to make
manifest the glory of God that is within us.
It’s not just in some of us; it’s in everyone.
And as we let our own light shine, we
unconsciously give other people
permission to do the same. As we are
liberated from our own fear, our presence
automatically liberates others.”
- from A Return to Love, by Marianne
Williamson

Incidentally, what would we do without God?
And, doesn’t God complete us? In all his
evil ways, Joker said something really
profound that we Christians can all learn
from.

He was impressed since the couple had
been married almost 60 years. While the
wife was off in the kitchen, the guy said to
his buddy, “I think it’s wonderful that after
all the years you’ve been married, you still
call your wife those pet names.”

September to Remember
Magis Deo Couple’s Night

Come in your Western Costume

The Magis Deo Community under the leadership of our Spiritual Director Fr. Ruben Tanseco, SJ, will
hold a Fund Raising  project GOLF TOURNAMENT at the Philippine Navy Country Club on September
12, 2008 at 7 o’ clock in the morning (tee-off time) and COUPLES NIGHT “September to Remember”
at the TAKAAKI’S Seafood & Restaurant HK Sun Plaza in Macapagal Ave., on September 13, 2008
starting 7 p.m. (Dinner Dance) featuring the 8Track Band, DOCTORS On Call Band and the
ROCKERBERRIES  for the benefit of the less fortunate families of Payatas and Pateros.

This worthwhile project is looking for some MINOR SPONSORS.

 To be Consider a MINOR SPONSOR is worth  FIVE THOUSAND PESOS (P5,000.00) Donation is
needed and the Sponsor will be entitled to the following media values:

1. FREE Tournament Golf Fee for 1 player.
2. FREE Dinner Show Tickets for  2 persons.
3. Banner of your choice to be installed at both venues.
4. AD in Program Proper.
5. Acknowledgement in all media announcement.

We hope this project will be beneficial to everyone.

Contact Claro Santos 0920-9618102 or Leony Parada 0917-7953383 for more information.

cont. from  page 14...  On Time

OUR 12 noon HABIT
Heavenly Father,
you have called us all to holiness
which means sharing in your divine life.
Fill us with a sense of our true dignity
as those called to be your daughters
and sons in the world
and your ambassadors of justice,
love and peace.
Give us the desire to be worthy
of this great calling
and the courage to live up to it.
We ask this through Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
 Contributed by: Ted & Susan Concepcion
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MAGIS DEO COMMUNITY
CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTHS OF  AUGUST - OCTOBER  2008
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August
01      Community Celebration  San Carlos Lay Formation Center SSFM/ KKK & PHILIPPIANS
06      Council Meeting Magis Deo Office Magis Deo 426-7191
9-10   Shepherding 1 (Free) CeFam MEFP 426-4206
16      Life in the Spirit Seminar (LSS) God Loves Community 84A 10th St. Clyde/Patchot Abapo

New Manila 838-8553
16-17   Spiritual Direction Follow-up Workshop              San Carlos Lay Formation Center,  Rm.1                 Magis Deo 426-7191
16-17   Marriage Prep’n Pre-Cana – P4,000/couple CeFam CeFam 426-4289
22-24   MEW (ME Class 94) – P3,000/couple BLD Covenant House Cavite                Ike/Josie Llamas 821-0639
September
02 Shepherds & Ministry Heads Mtg 3 Santuario de San Antonio Parish Office                Magis Deo 426-7191
05 Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center OUTREACH

HOUSE OF DAVID & CORINTHIANS
6 & 13 PEP-KIDS – P2,000/person CeFam CeFam 426-4289

(Positive Empowered Parenting for Kids)
10 Council Meeting Magis Deo Office Magis Deo 426-7191
5-7 Spiritual Deepening Retreat (SDR) Canossa Retreat House, Tagaytay MEFP 426-4206P3,500/couple
12-14 ME – 2 St. Scholastica, Tagaytay MEFP 426-4206
13 Couples’ Night – P300/head                HK Sun Plaza, Macapagal Avenue, 7pm                Leony Parada 912-0049
19-21 Annual Ignatian Retreat (AIR) Sacred Heart Novitiate Joy Uy-Tioco  0917-8166745

Suni Rodriguez 0917-9274750
20-21 Marriage Prep’n Pre-Cana – P4,000/couple CeFam CeFam 426-4289
30 Sector & Ministry Heads Meeting-6 Magis Deo Office Magis De0 426-7191
October
03 Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center PRAXIS / PSALM 46 & MUSTARD SEED
4 & 11 PEP-TEENS – P2,000/person                CeFam CeFam 426-4289

(Positive Empowered Parenting for Teens)
08 Council Meeting Magis Deo Office Magis Deo 426-7191
18-19 Pre-Cana – P4,000/couple CeFam CeFam 426-4289
25-26 Shepherding 2 (Free) CeFam MEFP 426-4206
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRANTS
AUGUST  2008

Arcelie Prieto ME Class 87
25 Linda Santos Agnus Dei

Malou Caramat J e r e m i a h
Let Magdaleno Disciples of Christ

26 Suni Rodriguez Micah 6:8
27 Ed Panistante ME Class 92
28 Agnes Tumaneng S a m a r i t a n s
29 Jun Ona Arch. Gabriel

Nette Arceo Bea t i t udes
Danilo Collado Mustard Seed

30 Sheila Joson S i r a c h
Alex Caramat J e r e m i a h
Leila Leccio ME Class 90

31 Gaya Antonio ME Class 85

BIRTHDAY CELEBRANTS
AUGUST  2008

2 Ces Reynales ME Class 91
4 Marvin De Vera ME Class 92
9 Nilo Sta. Maria Magnificat

John Marie Ledesma Disciples of Christ
10 Terry Abella Mustard Seed

Dante Galura ME Class 91
11 Susan Concepcion Arch. Gabriel

Diggy Claudio House of David
Tony Yap ME Class 91

12 Claire Palma Cana
13 Lito Gonzales John
15 Zarah Gagatiga ME Class 85

Doy-Doy Macalalag ME Class 87
16 Clyde Abapo Jeremiah

Phil Tumaneng Samaritans
Joey Eustaquio House of David

17 Josie Llamas Genesis/House of David
18 Boy Cordero Cana

Gina Eleda Micah 6:8
Amie Deacosta Disciples of Christ
Chacho Angeles ME Class 83

19 Harry Chua Sirach
Vina Arcenal Isaiah 66
Norman Palaje ME Class 92

20 Marcia Balderas Arch. Gabriel
Philip Camara ME Class 86

21 Fred Buenaventura Kapatiran Kay Kristo
Cesar Pareja Agnus Dei

23 Jay Ng Sy Agnus Dei
Rolly Beltran House of David

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
 AUGUST 2008

1 Eckie & Moppet Gonzales ME Class 83
3 Val & Joan Lugti ME Class 89
5 Shane & Tina Pangilinan Mustard Seed
8 Ramie & Mimi Santos Psalm 46
9 Philip & Ching Camara ME Class 86
10 Rudy & Lynne Ebardo Philippians
14 Joey & Portia Eustaquio House of David
30 Willy & Melly Silva ME Class 92


