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Formation for Mission

“Check out the Sacred Space in
www.magisdeo.org.”

Magis SAMA-Summer Picnic II
With Tree Planting, Pinoy Games and Gyoza…

The second Magis SAMA-

Summer Picnic was held again at the

La Mesa Eco Park in Quezon City

last May 18, 2008. Seventy three

members of our community from 20

families came to enjoy the day in spite

of the rains (while in Manila/South

area) and uncertain weather condition

along the way to Q.C.  It was a wonder

that it did not rain the whole time that

we were all there!

The day stared with an opening

prayer from Tony Del Rosario and

later welcome and inspirational talk

from our council head couple Levy and

Roxanne Espiritu. It was hosted by

both Leony and Rey.

Tree planting is an activity that

the Community Services Ministry

(CSM) wanted our Magis members

to experience. There was an

orientation about the Eco Park and

short video about tree planting, after

which everyone trooped to the

nursery area. Parents and youth

dirtied their hands putting soil into

the small black plastic bags and then

later planting small plants into the

prepared soil.  It was a simple but very

fulfilling activity, an opportunity to

contribute to making our world green

and to helping the environment.

The introduction of the Pinoy

games also made the difference this

year.  Aside of course from having lots

continue on page 8

continue on page 2

Parenting Styles and Need of the Times
“Happily married for 24 years…”

The sub-title above was taken

from the first sentence of the bio-data

of Maribel and Alan Dionisio,

speakers for our May 10 Community

Celebration that was held in Lay

Force, San Carlos Seminary. It

meshes nicely with the hopes and

dreams of our Magis Deo Community.

Implied in the above desire for

happiness is that it covers all the

relationships of our lives – firstly our

relationship with God, our

relationship with our spouses, our

relationship with the communities we

are part of – from the most basic

community of our families, to our

larger community of Magis Deo, to the

even larger communities of country

and church, and to our community

with all of God’s creation.

The teaching topic was titled

“PARENTING STYLES and the

NEEDS OF THE TIMES.”  The

assumption behind the choice of topic

is that different parenting styles affect

children’s attitudes and capacities to

respond to the needs of the times in

which we live.

Maribel gave a brief description

of three kinds of parenting styles – the

“Autocratic”  the “Permissive” and

the “Democratic” or and how they

affect our children’s behaviour.

Parenting Styles:

1.Autocratic - /Goals of Parents:

Power and Ease /Goal for Child:

Obedience, Respect for authority,

healthy fear, responsibility to others.

/Effect on the Child: Can’t think for

themselves: can become very passive

and/or rebellious. Uses fear to get

cooperation of child.

2.Permissive - /Goals of Parents:

Peace and Ease  /Goal for Child :

Freedom, respect for self, a “go for it”

mentality,  responsibility to self. /

Effect on the Child: spoiled, self

centered, irresponsible.

Fathers and Sons at the Summer Picnic in

La Mesa Eco Park,  May 18, 2008

Alan and Maribel Dionisio talked about

parenting styles
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3.Democratic - /Goals of Parents:

Guidance and satisfaction, within

appropriate limits. /Goal for Child :

cooperation, respect for self and others,

encourages  responsibility to self and

other.  /Typical qualities : becomes

responsible, team centered,

self-disciplined. /Characteristics of the

Parent-Child Relationship: Warmth,

sharing, mutual respect, conflict

resolution.

Each style leads to a different kind

of citizen. But a democratic parenting

style can still lead to someone who

doesn’t care about the country. Teaching

children to become good citizens involves

parenting skills. Parenting skills are

practiced, not taught: values are caught

not taught. It is the way we behave, the

way we talk about our country that our

children will learn from.

Alan then asked the question, is

nationalism a Christian value? No –

nowhere in the gospels is nationalism

mentioned, and this is because

Christianity transcends national

boundaries – it is bigger than a nation.

But it preaches compassion, justice and

love for the poor and the desire to

remedy injustice.

Thus, we can’t call ourselves

Christian if we close our eyes to these.

Also, as Magis Deo members, we make

May 10  Saturday Community Celebration
Parenting Styles and Need of the Times

a commitment to live a lifestyle based

on the values of Stewardship. Simplicity,

Sharing and Service.

The question is, as Christians and

Magis Deo members, are we

transmitting the values of compassion,

justice, love for the poor, and a desire to

remedy injustice to our children?

We have chosen to live a life of

service, simplicity and sharing based on

the reality that all we have, all we

possess, own, enjoy, are not ours, but

gifts freely given by God – to use – as

he chooses, not as we choose (just think

of the mess Adam and Eve and all of us

now live in as a consequence of following

our choices, not God’s?)

We are not the owners, we are

stewards, the katiwala charged to care

for the vineyard and who must answer

to the true owner how we have cared

for his property when he returns after a

long absence. One of the “properties”

God has entrusted to our care and love

is our country. And it is in great need

during this, our time.

Here are some questions Alan and

Maribel posed to ask ourselves about

how we practice our values. The

suggestion is to share this with your

spouse and family, and also the BCGG:

What do we parents say to our

children about loving the poor? What

do we say to them about our country?

KKK BCGG from Cavite- Obises,

Buenaventuras and Santiagos

ME Class 90 will sponsor their ME

weekend on June 20-22, 2008 at the BLD

Covenant House.

Children had their chance to participate

during group sharing

Fr. Jimmy Marquez celebrated the mass

at San Carlos Lay Force after the talk on

parenting. His homily was about the

Pentecost.

ME Class 92 (graduated Feb 2008) was

introduced to Magis community. Their

shepherds are the Mellas and Abises.

What do we say to them about

staying in the country or

working abroad?

How do we behave or

towards the poor? How do we

behave in relation to love for

the country? How do we

behave about staying in the

country or working abroad?

Let us answer the above

reflection questions and after

jotting them down in our journals, turn

to Kimi Abapo’s article on page 10

reporting on the answers of the youth

continue from page 1
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 Fr. Ruben M. Tanseco, S. J.

Sunday Homily

May 25, 2008

Ruben M. Tanseco, S. J.

BREAD FOR OTHERS

Throughout his whole life, Christ

was continually giving himself as the

“bread for others” in some way or other.

All the four Gospels are nothing but a

record of this.  Moved by unconditional

love and compassion, he was constantly

reaching out to others :  healing the sick,

feeding the hungry, consoling the

desolate, forgiving sinners, all the way

to his suffering and death.  In word and

deed, this was the unquestionable

meaning of his life : to be “bread for

others.”  This was how he insisted and

persisted in being one with us.

And this is also how he wants us to

be one with him; for us to be “bread for

others.”  To be bread for one another

throughout our lives, all the way to our

own personal suffering and death.

For Catholics, a special way of

experiencing this is through the Holy

Eucharist.  When we receive Christ in

Holy Communion, the purpose is for us

to be one with Christ, so that like him,

we, too, may be “bread for others.”  In

other words, we become what we

receive.  But unfortunately, not many

communicants experience this.  Quite

often, Holy Communion becomes more

a routinary ritual – done for one’s own

personal salvation, or with one’s family.

Take this family who attended their

regular Sunday Mass and received Holy

Communion as a family.  Father, mother

and three teenage children.  Together

in their air-conditioned van on the way

home, they were stopped by a traffic light,

and some dirty, undernourished children

- beggars tapped at their glass windows

for some alms.  The whole family ignored

them completely.  What was the

connection of the Holy Eucharist that

this family just received with those poor

beggars?  You tell me! Upon reaching

their house, this family’s househelp were

impatiently called to do this and do that.

Utos dito, utos doon.  In fact, the

househelp could not attend Holy Mass

and Communion themselves due to their

work load and schedules.  Over and

above that, they were terribly

underpaid.  Any connection with the

family’s reception of the Holy Eucharist

every Sunday?  You tell me!

In dramatic contrast to this was the

late Crispin Beltran, whose whole life

was offered as “bread for others.”  A

fearless labor leader, he was a staunch

defender of the poor.  He himself chose

to remain poor till the very end.  An

inspiring example of the “anonymous

Christian.”

All of us are called to be bread for

one another.  Every single, ordinary day

is a God-given opportunity for anyone

and everyone to be blessed, broken, and

given to others.

This bread could literally be food for

my family which I choose to share with

those who need it even more.

This bread could be our monthly

budget, so that the meager salaries of

our household help would be more, and

our luxuries less and less.

This bread could be the karinyo and

personal intimacy that my spouse needs

which I fail to give.

This bread could be the listening

heart that my children keep claiming

they do not get from me.

This bread could be my professional

time and services given to those who

need me but cannot afford me.

This bread could be the big risk I

take in investing my resources in a

business that would be the bread and

butter of a hundred families.

This bread could be the profits of

our company – shared with our

employees in a more proportionate way,

beyond the so-called minimum wage law.

This bread could be our family land

that belongs to God and must be shared

with  God’s people who have no place

they can call their home.

This bread could be my courageous

involvement in socio-political issues that

concern the welfare of my disadvantaged

countrymen.

This bread could be my committed

love in bringing the message and life of

Jesus to those who are on the road to

moral and spiritual conversion.

Yes.  My bread broken and shared

until I have no more.

But replenishment will surely

come.  Only this time, it will be eternal

bread.

Lord, thank you for showing me

THE WAY.

from page 2...Parenting

group who answered the above questions

and shared with us what they hear and

learn from us, their parents. Let us listen

to what we are teaching them about love

for the poor and country.

And finally, after reflecting on our

values and our practice, what is the

challenge being thrown at us, each

person who calls him/herself a Magis

Deo member, beloved of God, and lovers

of God and all He loves?

-By Joy S. Uy-Tioco, Micah BCGG
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REDISCOVERING THE MAGIS IN MAGIS DEO
A few Sundays ago, our parish

priest announced his program for the

year. This included an invitation for

all Parishioners to join the BEC

(Basic Ecclesial Community) being

organized. Perhaps this is happening

in other parishes as well. Fr. Ruben

had anticipated such an eventuality

long ago, and even encouraged us to

consider it, as a natural extension of

our spiritual journey.

The BEC is a BCGG at the

parish level. Our parish is already

offering many of the formation

programs of Magis Deo: the MEW,

the LSS, the Family Encounter

Weekend, the Youth Program, various

programs aimed at spiritual

deepening, there are a number of

depressed communities nearby for

exposure to our poor, and a series of

teach-ins is scheduled on various

aspects of the Doctrinal Teachings of

the Church. The costs of participation

appear to be considerably lower and

recruitment for participants and

shepherds does not appear to be a

problem. Because of its geographic

focus, travel time consumed for

meetings is not a problem.

It is a reminder that Magis Deo

does not have a monopoly on spiritual

formation. There may be other

communities who can do it as well or

better than we. It is important for us

to understand and appreciate the

reasons why we are still with Magis

Deo. WHY MAGIS DEO?

Last April, at a pre-Lenten mass,

from a write-up by Rev. Daniel E.

Pilarczyk, I came across a word barely

remembered: metanoia meaning a

life-altering change of heart and mind

to a new way of thinking and acting,

taking a look at where we are and

trying to see where we ought to be,

testing our values and discerning how

they measure up to the values that

Jesus offered his followers. For many

of us, Magis Deo led us to our

metanoia. It is in Magis Deo that we

experienced our encounter with self

and learned to experience the

encompassing presence of GOD in all

creation. It is a continuing process.

From nothingness we came and

perhaps to nothingness we may go,

but we have been given the chance to

rewrite the script, a beacon to light

the trail, and companions along the

way.

For Magis Deo as a Community,

perhaps there is also a need for its own

metanoia. We need to Rediscover the

Magis that Ed and Claire Palma wrote

about in October 2006. Our BCGGs

appear to be healthy and well. But our

sense of Community seems to be in

need of “a burning platform”.

Shepherds initiate activities and

programs but members must be

begged, pleaded and cajoled to

participate.  Ed and Claire posed a lot

of questions: What can galvanize us

to do something to make our

community life more relevant and

meaningful? How do we build up a

heightened anticipation for the

monthly Community Celebration? In

our Community programs and

projects?  How do we address

competing needs, priorities and other

impediments?

We need to do more things

together. It does not always have to

be in prayer, or outreach activities but

should have a place for both. These

do not have to be costly or time

consuming. But it should allow

sufficient iteration for us to add a name

to a face, and perhaps, in time not just

to call him or her a fellowman but also

a friend.

We have done this in our

BCGGs. But we need to recognize the

physical distance that separates us as

our membership has spread to the

length and breadth of Greater Metro

Manila and its surrounding environs.

It adds the impediment of time and

cost to our coming together. Perhaps

we need to initially give greater focus

on our community interaction among

and within our respective sectors. This

should include prioritizing the BCGG

interface schedule within the sector.

We need to be involved and nurture

the Outreach activity for each Sector

and use it also as the occasion for doing

things together.

Reaching out to others, especially

for those who have less in life requires

resources. We need to be more faithful

to the discipline of membership. We

are not called upon to take away the

necessities of life from our loved ones,

but there must be room for

improvement in our attitudes to the

payment of dues and tithes. Some of

us exceed the underlying objectives

of these obligations by direct

contributions to specific charities and

may feel justified in disregarding the

duty to pay the dues and observing the

tithe. For those who are unaware of

the underlying generosity of such

donors, it unfortunately gives an

unintended poor example.

We may fail from time to time in

living up to the expectations of our 4

ESSES. But we have also been blessed

by many in our midst who have given

unstintingly of their Time, Treasure

and Talent. They have given us role

models to follow – often silent,

sometimes unseen, and under-

recognized. It is a rare event for Magis

to single them out – for the Simplicity

they seek would probably embarrass

them if done. But you know them.

They are around us. Let us honor

them in our hearts. AMEN.

 – by Tony Del Rosario

EDITORIAL
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FUND-RAISING

PROJECT
The Magis Deo Community will

undertake a major Fund-Raising Activity

for 2008 to celebrate 20 years of Magis

Deo from 1988 – 2008.  The major thrust

of the activity is to raise funds to support

the Marriage Encounter and Outreach

Ministries of the Community as a way of

“Reaching-Out” to the Filipino Family.

The Marriage Encounter and the

Outreach Program Ministries have an

annual budget of P500,000.00 for all its

programs and activities.  For the next

three (3) years we need to raise a

minimum amount of P1.5M to support the

programs and activities of the said

ministries.

In order for us to meet our target, we

will embark on our Fund-Raising Activities

by the following objectives:

1.PROMOTSOCIAL REPONSIBILITY

We aim to raise the awareness of

social responsibility and involvement

among corporate partners through

personal solicitation.

The community will target corporate

sponsors with the assistance and

referrals of our community members.

Magis Deo members with close

personal and professional contacts with

corporations will be tapped and called to

actively pursue and follow-up the

corporate accounts.  Sponsorship

packages will be solicited as follows:

Presentor : P100,000

Sponsor : P  50,000

The Sponsorship Package will entitle

the presentor or sponsor to send a

specific number of couples to any or all

of the marriage encounter (ME) classes

Magis Deo will be conducting for the year.

The sponsor company will identify the

employee(s) with their spouse who will

join the marriage encounter weekend.

Aside from the ME enrollment, the

company will also have the opportunity

to fulfill its social responsibility through

our Outreach Programs wherein the

solicited funds will be used for Suyuan

and Balik-Espiritual Mag-Asawa (BEM)

Activities, among others.

We have planned a Grand Launch

for this event to help us solicit corporate

sponsors.  We will be inviting potential

corporate sponsors together with the

Magis Members in a “Dinner for a Cause”

Affair sometime in October 2008.  The

highlight of the dinner will be an Audio

Visual Presentation (AVP) to introduce

the Magis Deo Community: its Vision,

Mission Programs and Activities.

2.PROMOTE MAGIS DEO AS A

COMMUNITY OF  ENCOUNTERED

FAMILIES  via a Magis Deo Annual Book.

A very comprehensive Magis Deo

Book was envisioned to appropriately

describe what the Magis Deo Community

is all about and how the community has

evolved itself in its 20 years of existence.

The Annual Book will include:

• Vision – Mission – Value Statement

• Magis’ Milestones

• Fr. Ruben Tanseco

• Organizational Structure

• Ministries: Roles, Functions,

Responsibilities, Programs and Activities

including Photographs.

• Sectors’ (North, Central & South)

Programs and Activities

• All M.E.W. Classes for the last three

(3) years

• All B.C.G.G.’s

This activity will provide ALL Magis

Deo Members an opportunity to do their

share and  take part in this undertaking

by:

a.Soliciting ads for the Annual Book.

b.Contributing articles / pictures about

Magis Deo events and activities.

3.PROMOTE THE SPIRIT OF

CAMARADERIE AND FUN through

GOLF.

A Golf Tournament will be held in the

month of December 2008 to serve as a

fun activity for the community.  Golf and

Raffle Tickets will be sold to golf

enthusiasts, members and guests for

this Fun Activity. Funds will also be raised

via hole sponsorships.

A culminating activity of the Fund-

Raising Project will be scheduled on

February 2009.

Magis Deo Community has touched

many lives for the past twenty years  or

so. No doubt it has touched yours as

well.  Thus, it becomes our Christian duty

to help sustain and keep the community

spirit alive and help do more God’s work

through our outreach programs.

Let us all do our share for a more

responsive and responsible MAGIS DEO

as our way of making a modest

contribution in building a God-centered

society.

All for love of MAGIS,

LEVY and ROXANNE ESPIRITU

2008 Pastoral Chaircouple

THE  FUND RAISING COMMITTEE:

Advisory Committee:

Tony & Aida del Rosario

Anchit Sally  Chuachiaco

Fil & Mary Ann Alfonso

Lito GonzalesOverall

Chaircouple:  Levy & Roxanne

EspirituCorporate Sponsorship:

Lilit & Abby Tumbocon

Tony & Bambi Narciso

Bernie & Rachel Abis

Magis Deo Annual Book:

Flor Pison

Ramie & Mimi Santos

Golf Tournament:Claro & Linda Santos

Finance:    Gene & Eve Banez

Treasury:   Jun & Mila Sison
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At 72 and 73, we’re a little late in

coming so when Lou Sta. Maria called to

invite us for the CPPJ weekend, I was

tempted to say, “Thanks, but no thanks”. 

 Well, we found ourselves attending the

sessions for two solid days, and on time at

that!  We were there certainly not by

accident but by design of Someone Up

There!  And we were glad we came.  Can

you imagine how proud we are to be part of

Fr. Ruben’s biggest CPPJ class ever! 

11 ACTIVELY PARTICIPATING

FAMILIES, 4 couples and 3 singles… How

about that?!

 And what’s more is that Danny and I

were able to make the talks relevant to us,

after all, the need for communication, trust,

being man for others, love of God and

country,  knows no gender nor age.  So we

thought of the first family of 5 girls and 1

boy that we raised.  Thank God we’re

done with that and life moves on.  Now

we face bigger families to shepherd -

Sirach, our kabalikat sa tahanan ng Libra,

our kabalikat sa bukid ng Lipa, and our

CPPJ REFLECTIONS

mga kabalikat sa Assumption GK ng

Padre Garcia.  Never struck me that way

but I guess that’s why God brought us to

the weekend.

 The thing that struck me during the

talks was the pre-conceived barriers we

put upon ourselves.  The stereotyping of

genders, barriers in social and economic

class - all these negative and limiting

factors that make life harder to move on. 

The more important thing as stewards is

to recognize that each and everyone has his/

her potentials, strengths and weaknesses,

and from there, present challenges that are

achievable in their particular levels. Some

may be uneducated, or dirt poor, but that

should not be a hindrance to be makatao,

makabansa at makadiyos.   There will

always be a basic good somewhere that can

be tapped for something - something

positive.  And that is the challenge for

Danny and myself - to always think positive

and share the values, experiences, and

richness of time only a Lolo and Lola can

have!  Then and only then can we say,

“SHALOM”!

 

The CPPJ seminar was a very

enlightening experience for me. It allowed

me to see how blessed I am with my family,

but it also disturbed me to know that I may

not have been doing enough to be a good

person. I was at first skeptical about the

seminar because I thought I would be

hearing only things I already heard before:

things like how to foster good family

relations through empathy and

understanding, or how to communicate.

Fortunately, Fr. Tanseco was an engaging

speaker who discussed each topic with

conviction and clarity.

Whenever we were asked to share, the

three of us in the family were usually short

on words or else, we said things we already

knew about each other. It was not that we

were reluctant but rather it was because

we realized we were already doing most of

the things that we were being asked to do,

especially on simplicity. It’s not that our

How blessed I am... experience of a Son
By Jonathan Ventigan, son of Noel and Yayette, John BCGG

family is perfect and in fact, I have often

complained about that in the past. For

example, I often felt sad about not being

able to express myself completely to my

family; but I saw during sharing time how

much my parents were trying to reach out

to me. It made me realize and appreciate

my parents’ efforts.

Empathy after all also involves

understanding the other person’s limits.

Seeing how the other families sobbed while

they narrated their own reflections made

me all the more grateful for my family and

led me to understand that there is actually

a lot that can be done about the family these

days, including ours. It was also the time

when we were able to say our praises to

each other. That I think is very important

in preventing bitterness aside from

making another person feel good.

The most humbling part of the

seminar was during day two when Fr.

Love for myself, family and

country…
By Ferdie Joson

 Invitations to attend the CPPJ seminar

were always there since 1999, but I guess

God has a message why He chose this

particular batch for me. Fr. Tanseco said,

“It is God’s will in whatever capacity you

attend this seminar as a family, as a couple

or as single”.

Under such situation, I have to make

the most of it although the CPPJ is really

designed for the family. The Dear Family

Letters followed by group discussions

emphasized what should be the ultimate

objective of my career – the love for myself,

my family and my country.  Giving back in

return the blessings I have received from

God gives meaning to my life.

My family (including my in-laws too)

has continuously shaped my values and

traits in the way I deal with people.  My

involvement in the Magis Deo Community

enabled me to meet all kinds of persons in

different places that gave me first hand

information about the real situation of our

society.  Lately, my participation in our local

parish church also gave me an opportunity

to serve and have deeper understanding

about the community where I live.

The opportunity to serve always

knocks at the door of those with an open

heart.  In whatever capacity, however

modest it may be, what is important is that

you do it wholeheartedly for the love of our

fellowmen and country.

Tanseco invited as speakers families who

had really gone out of their way to be of

service to others. Most of us would

probably confine our definition of a good

family to one who cares and provides well

for its members. Those speakers also

made us think about what are necessary

and what only luxuries are. Even security

of oneself must sometimes be sacrificed if

it is for the benefit of the down trodden.

This was the message that those stories I

heard seemed to say and this was the

message that struck me the most. I grew

cont. on page 7

By Charito Dimayuga, Sirach BCGG

REFLECTIONS OF A LOLA
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Members of CPPJ Classes #3 (May,

2007), #4 (February, 2008) and #5 (May,

2008) went with their families to Barangay

Calawis, Antipolo, for an immersion

activity with the Dumagats, the indigenous

people living in the Sierra Madre

mountains.  Toto and Baby Malvar opened

their Mt. Purro Nature Camp for this

activity on Saturday, May 31, from 8 a.m.

to 2:30 p.m. Fifteen Dumagats (8 adults, 4

teen-agers and 3 babies/toddlers) made the

3-hour walk from Mt. Purro to Calawis.

As we were about to start our trek

around the nature camp, Toto Malvar

stopped and asked Kandong, the leader of

the Dumagat group, if they would like to

join.  Kandong smiled and said they would

rest, after all, they had just walked three

hours from their abode on the foot of Mt.

Purro.  To be in Calawis by 8 A.M., they

started walking before daybreak.  What a

feat, I thought.  This is what it means,

literally, to “walk a mile” (in their case,

“miles”) for a friend.  They walked with

babies in tote, and sacks of papaya, ube and

gabi which they later on offered for sale.

They also brought about 100 bulbs of

Meeting the Dumagats… What next?Meeting the Dumagats… What next?Meeting the Dumagats… What next?Meeting the Dumagats… What next?Meeting the Dumagats… What next?
By:  Sally G. Chua Chiaco, John BCGG/ CPPJ Class #3

tigbak, a plant whose leaves they use for

cooking rice inside bamboos.

Back from our trek after 1-1/2 hours,

we assembled in a hall for a short program

with the Dumagats.  We sang two action

songs in English and they sang or recited

poems in Tagalog and in their dialect.  In

between numbers,  the Dumagats shyly but

openly answered questions which gave us

a glimpse into their culture.  /1/ Kandong

says he is 45 but most Dumagats do not

know how old they are.  Dumagats do not

use calendars.  /2/

Dumagats marry very

early.  Two teen-agers

in the group were

married, and two

others arranged to be

married.  I later found

out that one of the girls

was 18 with one child,

the other was 14!  /3/

Dumagats thrive on a

diet of root crops and

vegetables, and rice when available.  /4/

There are non-Dumagats from Luzon and

Visayas who have been accepted into the

tribe and married Dumagats. /5/ All the

Dumagats who were asked said that they

neither read nor write.

Abby Tumbocon, class #5 coordinator,

introduced her family and

explained to the Dumagats their lifestyle

in the city.  Both she and her husband are

off to work before 7 A.M. and back home 7-

8 P.M. tired, stressed, and sometimes

irritable. They have to exert much effort to

have meals together with the children, to

spend time with them. The Dumagats, on

the other hand,  are together most of the

time, which is a blessing.  I couldn’t agr

more as my family is also a victim of the

rat race in the city.  But then, other thoughts

were racing through my mind.  I was seated

with the Dumagats and was intently

observing the babies.  One was fussing

continuously, and when given two

teaspoonsful of powdered milk and sugar

in about 4 oz. of water, wasn’t even hungry

for it.  I thought, he is malnourished, maybe

he is sick.  The young woman and man who

were taking care of the baby were not the

parents, because the father was ill.  He also

walked for three hours hoping to get

medical care in Calawis. (A social worker

from the barangay came after lunch to bring

him and his baby, whom she confirmed to

bemalnourished, to the hospital.)  I thought,

this is not simplicity of life when people do

not get their basic needs, in this case, food,

clothing, health care, education (maybe

even shelter). Simplicity, I believe, means

that basic needs are at a minimum met.

Kandong told us that he has two

children.  The soon-to-be father–in-law of

his second son also has two children. Their

clan is a total of 54.  Of course I cannot

generalize, but two children when husband

and wife marry at 14-15 is a bit too few.  I

wondered if the high rate of child mortality

has anything to do with it – 60% if I heard

right. (I hope I heard wrong!).

Toto & Baby

Malvar owns

Camp Explore

and do a lot of

work for the

Dumagats.

up in a comfortable environment and used

to caring only about those immediately

around me. How I will be able to live in the

service of others will be something I will

have to discover for myself in my own

unique situation.

(Jonathan L Ventigan is the son of Noel

and Yayette of John BCGG. He is 20 years

old, incoming freshman at the Up-College

of Medicine. – ed.)

cont. from page 6...How Blessed

Participants of the CPPJ with the Dumagats

Dumagat Hosts

The author, Sally Chua Chiaco

with Dumagat Hosts

cont. on page 11
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Magis SAMA-Summer Picnic II
With Tree Planting, Pinoy Games and Gyoza…

All Magis Girls ready to wrap and cook gyoza with mia Parada and Daughter  miny as cooks.

continue from page 1

Small nursery plants are inserted into the soft
soil about 1 inch deep.

Pinoy Games Relay - Central-yellow, South-blue and North-white,South

won first place.

Leony and Mia Parada, the committee

head for this year's Family Summer

Picnic

of fun, we wanted to teach our youth the

games we used to play when we were

children. There were the hula-hoop, sipa,

skipping rope, coconut-walk, stick shift

and limbo-rock.  There was a relay

between the North (white team), Central

(yellow team) and South (blue team)

sectors. It was a long and hilarious relay

with eight members per team and each one

to do all of the games!  After lots of laughter

and merriment, the blue team from the

South won first place. Everyone was in high

spirits after the activity.

Just before lunch was the mother-

daughter cooking event. Participation from

members was incredible.  Mia Parada and

daughter Miny, demonstrated to all the

moms and daughters how to wrap gyoza (a

Japanese dumpling) and later, to cook them

(frying while steaming at the same time).

It was so enjoyable being among other

moms and daughters to learn the technique

of nicely folding the gyoza wrappers and

making it look professional. With all the

hands that helped, we were able to fill up

five big round trays of gyoza and feed all

the 73 participants, with lots more shared

with the crew. Everyone enjoyed eating every

hot and scrumptious gyoza dished out directly

from the frying pan!

While cooking was ongoing, fathers and

sons had their own fun with three activities

that tested communication, cooperation and

teamwork between them. They utilized a

map to locate three places, and in each place

completed a test. First, the father gave

instructions while the son drew. Then, the

father had to negotiate an obstacle course

blind-folded with his son giving directions.

Lastly, they had to untie a rope that bound one

of their hands using their free hands. Father

and son got to talk with and listen to each

other, creating bonding moments through

communication.

For some other adults and young ones,

they just walked around the park for

23 of the Magis Y

exercise and enjoyed the cool and green

surroundings.  Three rounds and they got a

“Tree Adoption Certificate”.

Again, we acknowledge the hard work

of Leony and Mia Parada as the overall

committee head, their daughter, Miny, for

the gyoza cooking demo, Henry and Gay

Cruz for the Pinoy games, Rey and Lucy

Mella for the sound system, and everyone

who assisted during the event. Thanks too

to the council heads for their presence, and

to everyone who supported this once-a- year

family summer project.

– by LdMella, Cana BCGG

Early Birds who participated in take a walk-plant a tree.

Early Birds

Planting starts with putting soil into the

small black plastic bags



MagisMagisMagisMagisMagis 99999
ISSUE NO. 29

MagisMagisMagisMagisMagis

Levy and Roxanne Espiritu gave the

opening remarks.

23 of the Magis Youth posed together

Mothers and daughters prepare gyoza

wrappers while Mia cook them.

The Coconut Shoes

Early Birds who participated in take a walk-plant a tree.

Planting starts with putting soil into the

small black plastic bags

La Mesa Eco Park, Quezon City
May 18, 2008

Espiritu Sisters
Flower Girls - Mika & Fiona

Mia d' chef.

Anchit and Sally with their

only grandaughter Timi

Blue girls from the South Sector

Nilo and Boy

even singles

had fun being

with others.

Hula Hoop

First to arrive, Monchet and Marylou

Albert with Jing Fajardo.
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The family is the core unit of

society – this is what I learned when

I was in elementary and this practically

sums up the whole talk last May 10.

Consciously or unconsciously, parents

cascade to their children their values

and opinions about the society they

move in. Whether their views are

positive or negative will only translate

to the decisions and actions of their

children.

During the sharing, the children

were put into one group, from seven

year olds to young adults. At such a

young age, little boys have begun to

have a very cynical perspective of the

Philippines and a growing mistrust in

the society. They had stories like

instructions from their parents not to

give to the beggars because they

might be part of a syndicate or just

squander the alms in drugs or non-

necessities. The teenagers on the

other hand expressed their concern

about the society and their right to be

well-informed. Apparently, there are

parents who refuse to show to their

children the true condition of the

country right now. They are not

completely to blame about this as this

is a personal reaction and decision on

their part. But the effect of this

decision on the children may not be

what they originally expect. Of course

these are extreme cases wherein the

children are simply forced into the

situation they are in, or as I learned

during the talk – the authoritative

style of parenting.

On the other hand, even if the

style of parenting is as perfect as it

seems – perhaps a good mix of

authority and democracy exercised in

the family – the results are still not

ideal. Personally, I believe I am

evidence of this. My parents are

neither too strict nor too lenient. We

siblings are allowed to think for

ourselves but at the same time are

aware of our limitations and the extent

of our parent’s control in our lives. In

terms of educating us about the society

and influencing our perspective on

poverty, there was never a real

occurrence that they have pushed us

to a direction to demean other people

in the society, whether rich or poor. (I

state the binary poles of rich and poor

as I know that there is also another

take on poverty where people are the

opposite of “matapobre”, being

judgmental on wealthy people instead.

But that is another issue.) Their

influence is much more evident in the

way our lifestyle has changed over the

years. In these late years of economic

crisis, we have gone through drastic

changes in lifestyle, no longer being

able to afford the luxuries that we

used to have. From being “hatid-

sundo” to being regular commuters,

from receiving monetary rewards for

high grades to just pats on the back

(and proud smiles & praises, of

course), these seemingly insignificant

changes in our parents’ behavior

towards us have actually made us

better aware of the economic condition

of our country as it has affected us so

directly. And this, unknowingly to all

of us, is already tantamount to

reversing our nationalistic mind-set.

At this point in my life, being

twenty-two and slowly being

emancipated, I am faced with

important life decisions. To maintain

the lifestyle that I am used to and the

lifestyle that I envision my future

family would have requires thorough

career planning on my part. Coming

from a middle-class family with the

privilege of having studied at good

schools, there are a lot of opportunities

for me to improve my life. Being a

practical, independent and open-

minded person, I realize that going to

work abroad and earning in a foreign

currency would significantly be better

than staying in the Philippines and

earning our continuously depreciating

peso – this coming from a child reared

by parents who have done their best

to bring up their children as

responsible members of society.

The talk served as a good eye-

opener to the children and parents

alike who rarely dwell on the effects

of parenting style on the socio-

economic perspective of the children.

The talk not only provides us with

good points to remember in parenting

but made us learn as well that

parenting is not simply rearing

children, but rearing children who are

part of a larger scheme of things –

citizens of the country and future

movers in the society.

The author Kimi with father Clyde Abapo

SCENES AND SIGNS OF FAITH

By Kimi Abapo

On Parenting Styles and Youth’s Perspectives on Poverty

Magis youth did their own sharing about

our society and living in our country
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A Second Chance
By: Carline Chua Chiaco, John Magis Youth

A friend of mine I had lost contact

with about a year ago contacted me

recently. I was surprised, but I was

also a little angry. The way that we

lost contact was rather bitter, and (at

the time) completely lethal to the

friendship. Last summer, we spent a

great deal of time together, along with

our other friends, and we had a blast.

So many topics were talked about, so

many memories made. And then as

summer was ending, he told me that

he had been given another chance

with his girlfriend, and therefore was

going to take it. His girlfriend was

rather strict about him being friends

with other girls. And so, he did what

his only option was at the time, to cut

all ties that we had. What he said to

me is one of the most painful things I

have ever been told; after the time

we spent together he told me, “We

never talked. We were never friends.

Don’t ever talk to me again.” And this

was coming from someone who had

told me to call him and treat him as

an older brother. It hurt me even more

because I was the one who was there

for him when he was happy and when

he was sad, when he was scared and

he was hurt. I never left him.

And now he was texting me to

make amends. I asked myself, does

this guy actually deserve another

chance for what he did to me?

Although at the time I wasn’t quite

sure, my natural friendliness kicked

in (sometimes I can be way too

forgiving). So from there we started

texting, and little by little the

friendship started to come back to life.

This summer we hang out together,

again with his and my friends. We had

a great deal of fun together. Somehow,

I learned to truly forgive him for what

he had done. Everyone commits

mistakes, me included, I told myself.

Learning to put down my walls of

resentment and hurt and forgiving the

friend who once hurt me was a

changing time for me. It helped me to

once again realize that everyone

deserves a second chance. We just

have to have faith in people. We have

to make an effort to really get to know

who they are. After all, we all want

that same consideration and

understanding.

I was sitting by myself in the park

recently, and it just hit me. This is the

exact same situation I have with the

Lord! So many times, I come running

to him for help, for assistance and for

guidance. When there are problems

and I need something, I go to Him.

Yet, when times are good, and I have

the chance to be happy with someone

or something, I just completely forget

about Him. Worse, like my friend did

to me, I tend to forget Him

intentionally or put Him aside.

We are faced with so many

distractions in our daily lives (us

especially, being teens) and we often

forget what is important. We often

forget that our blessings, our

opportunities and the things and

people that make us happy are from

Him. He is the one who is always with

us, at work, in the house, crossing the

street, fighting with a friend, asking

forgiveness from someone. He is

ALWAYS there and never leaves us

alone. So the very least we could do is

show Him we appreciate Him, right?

They say that when things go

wrong, the one true unit you can count

on is the family. We teenagers also

have a saying, “Boys/Girls are

whatever, while Friends are

FOREVER”. God is both my friend and

my family. He is my Father, my

Brother and personally, my Best

Friend. Every time something or

someone distracts me and I do Him

wrong, He still always manages a way

to not only forgive me, but also to make

me feel loved again.

When was the last time you gave

someone a second chance? I know it

can be hard. But just remember. If He

can do it for six and a half billion

people, then you can certainly do it

for a few.

Carline Chua Chiaco

YOUTH CORNER
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Before our day with the Dumagats

ended, we planted tigbak by the stream.

When full-grown in

about 5-6 months, the tigbak leaves can be

used for cooking their rice.

The goodies we were asked to bring

for the Dumagats were simple – salt, toyo,

patis, rice, clothes. I asked Nilo Sta. Maria

if there were “better’ and more nutritious

things we could bring.  Apparently, they

just need flavorings for their camote, gabi,

and other vegetables. I guess introducing

them to our kind of food will mean a

lifestyle change, something indigenous

people are not keen on doing to preserve

their culture. But I’m just guessing.

By the time we were set to go home, I

was all too disturbed by what I had seen.

Surely there is something more we can do

for them?  We asked Toto Malvar and he

graciously said he would give us a list.  In a

separate conversation with Perry

Dimarucut, we talked about helping to put

them in touch with foundations that focus on

constructing schools in remote areas of the

country.

God bless the Malvars for the work that

they do for the Dumagats!

cont. from page 7... Dumagats

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○



MagisMagisMagisMagisMagis1212121212
JUNE 2008

We will miss you Tata Ising and Tita Tere !

ME Magis 17 - Aug 18-20, 1991

BCGG Lambs, BCGG Revelations-

Ephesians

Magis Deo Choir member since

August 1992

Tere and Ising Cordero are Magis

Deo members since 1991 and have

been serving with the Magis choir for

the past 16 years. They are the Tatay

and Nanay of the choir members who

are saddened that they are

retiring and will move

back to their hometown

Guiguinto, Bulacan. 

Some choir members have

written them messages

and an artist

friend prepared a

caricature of this loving

couple as a going away

present.

Ferdie Cruz:

Tito Ising is a guy

whom I admire most for

his jolly ways and

dedication to the Magis

Choir. He is very helpful

in lugging the equipment

of the choir; this in spite

of his age. I never see him get angry

and he easily laughs whenever Ronnie

Ambe makes a joke. On the other

hand, Tita Tere is the disciplinarian in

the group. Being a former teacher, she

is full of wisdom and keeps us in

“place.” I came to love this great lady

as years went by in my membership

in the choir. I will surely miss this

couple. I wish you both more power

and long life. We love you!

Nitz & Rey Eslava:

Tito Ising and Tita Tere, we are

really sad that you are leaving us. We

will miss your presence and voices sa

ating mga practices at service during

community celebrations, your ever-

ready motherly advice Tita Tere, and

of course, your delicious molo soup,

dinuguan and the patis  during

Christmas.  Sana maka attend pa rin

kayo kahit paminsan minsan.

Mon & Alice Go:

Our hearts are heavy just

thinking you won’t be joining us

anymore in the coming days.

Personally, feeling ko para akong

napilayan because Tata Ising you know

you have forever become a part of the

choir’s technical support team.  We

will not forget and will miss most too

yung masasayang kuwentuhan natin

habang nasa traffic on the way to our

weekly practice.  We love you very

much.  Thank you for your all out

support to the choir.

Dolly & Francis Llamas:

You will be a big loss to our choir!

We will truly miss you, lalo na katabi

ka sa bass ni Francis, Tito Ising, at ako

naman ni Tita Tere sa soprano. Your

dedication in singing praises to our

Lord will inspire us to follow your

footsteps.  We wish you all the best in

the next chapter of  your lives

Tina and  Monchito Mossesgeld:

I was saddened by the news that

you were retiring to Guiguinto. 

What? No Tere and Ising in the choir? 

Somehow the choir won’t be the same

without you.  But living in Guiguinto

sounds idyllic and will allow you to live

at a more peaceful, gentler pace, and

I’m happy for you. I have always

admired your commitment to the

choir, your love for

music and singing, as

well as your service

to your parish (and to

PNC for Tere).  I

have not forgotten

some of your

sharings when you

were still part of the

BCGG, the value of

always doing a good

job in whatever task

or project you have

been assigned to,

always conscious of

God’s grace and

guidance.  You are an

inspiration to me and

I hope my

commitment to

service will be as constant as yours.  I

hope God will continue to bless you

and that you will always feel His loving

presence

 Flor Pison:

Tita Tere is our Martha, the doer,

the girl scout of the group, always

ready to take care of our needs.  I look

back fondly at the many times we

needed something – you name it, and

she would pull it out of her bag like a

magician, Voila!  Whenever we

grappled for a certain Pilipino word,

Tita Tere would be there to translate

it into beautiful deep Tagalog.  She is

our beacon, batteries fully charged,

Ever ready to lead at mass when

needed, to cook for the group, to give

comfort or service of some kind.



MagisMagisMagisMagisMagis 1313131313
ISSUE NO. 29

By Zarah Gagatiga, ME Class 85

AFTER THOUGHTS

God Knows Our Place In This World

A good friend of mine has retired

from work. After 15 long years, she’s

decided to take a break from the

routine and tedium of teaching in basic

education. She’s only in her mid-

thirties. Surely, the road to a new

journey awaited her. She could still

pursue a second career, get a degree

in graduate school or do something

entirely different. I know, for one, she

has considered going back home to the

province. This, however, was

something she has delayed on doing.

Somehow, I sensed there must be

another reason for putting the trip

back home at the bottom of her to do

list. I did not pry. There are just some

things that are better left unsaid.

Last week, I learned that her

mother suddenly died of heart attack.

She sent the text message all the way

from Tacloban. Finally, going back

home became a priority.

Although separated from her miles

away, I wished to comfort her. The

best I could do was to send a mass

card.

I could not help but think that

God has something to do with her

homecoming. Of course, I am not

jumping with glee but sure enough,

God must be telling her something

about her mother’s death. I have a

feeling she will not go back to Manila

in a while. She might even be a

surrogate mom to nephews and nieces

left by her sibling who is based in

Canada.

I imagine her with the children.

She will be terrific.

Thinking about all this made me

realize once again that God knows

where to place us. It may be an

unpleasant one where we are most

uncomfortable. God has a way of

putting us where we could grow and

discover His plan for us. Think of

Abraham and Moses; the shepherd

David and Joseph, the dreamer. Jonah

never wanted to preach, yet, God sent

a whale to spit him out to

Nineveh where he was able to convert

many. Peter was a mere fisherman.

Matthew was a shrewd tax collector.

Paul was not a believer till he grew

blind. He then went on to write those

moving letters of love, forgiveness,

faith and justice.

I could go on to come up with a

list of people, sinners all, that God

plucked out of their comfort zones to

face the unfamiliar. The point is,

whether we like it or not, we find

ourselves face to face with a trial, a

challenge or a crisis that would

prompt us to change. Most of the time,

it is a painful process of

transformation. The question is how

do we respond to God’s call or to the

movements He create in our lives?

May we all find the strength to

open up to changes, no matter how

difficult and wearisome, in order to

receive God’s grace.

Then there is Tata Ising, her ever

faithful loyal companion, the choir’s comic

man.  I remember in the early days of the

choir, when Rannie, our former musical

director, would correct him, or Tita Tere’s

sibilant “Psst!!” would rein him in when

his sense of humor would start to go out of

control, he would always take it good-

naturedly, laging nakangiti. Hindi

nagsasawa to do his best to improve his

singing for the Lord. I feel happy for both of

them, in this stage of their life.  They are

healthy and well, and in their new

environment they can look back with a

sense of “mission accomplished” in their

fields, their family, and their service to

others.

Thank you for being our companion,

part of Tony and my life during our many

years in Magis Deo.

continue from page 12...We will miss you Frank Reyes:

We’ll miss you a lot.  Even in your late

age, you are an inspiration to the group.

Aida del Rosario:

I feel sad knowing that you will not be

able to join us anymore.  You have been a

very great influence for the group, very

lovable members who care for all of us and

have always given the best of yourselves.  You

will always be part of us and anytime you can

come to sing, we will always welcome you

with open arms.  Love to you both.

Raymund and Monette Cornejo:

Your dedication and enthusiasm in

serving others remain an inspiration. I

remember how distance and an hour-long

travel time to attend practice sessions did

not dampen your commitment.  Tita Tere,

the choir’s ‘nanay’, always looking after

everyone. Tata Ising, kayo naman ang

inspiration ko para maging dedicated

husband.  Then pag kanta ninyo bigay na

bigay.  You would close your eyes while you

sing to feel the lyrics and the melody.  Kaya

lang, sometimes, your fellow bass had to

‘shake’ you coz kung minsan napapasarap

kayo sa kanta.  They are afraid baka daw

makatulog na kayo and next thing, they might

hear you snoring already!.. He..he. he, just

kidding! I wish you both all the best in your

new place, and may you find fulfillment and

purpose there as you serve the parish of your

hometown.  We love you both.

Mary Anne Alfonso:

I find you both to be a very cute and

complimentary couple. Your dedication and

faithfulness in attending practices especially

since you live so far away is something

commendable. I love to watch Tita Tere acting

like the mother hen guiding us with her baton/

fan. And Tito Ising, smiling and scratching

his head when he couldn’t follow. You

managed to inject humor and showed us that

true love attracts opposites. I wish you

continued good health, peace, joy and love.
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By Rey Mella, Cana BCGG

SPIRITUAL TIDBITS AND HUMOR

On one busy day, I wasn’t paying

attention while driving. That’s why I

went past my exit and took another

30 minutes to reach home. Isn’t that

what life is about? As they say, life

gets in the way. Actually, it is trying

to make a living that gets in the way

I am always reminded by Dr. Stephen

Covey’s question “What does it

matter how much we do if what we’re

doing isn’t what matters most?”  Dr.

Covey, author of the best-selling book,

Seven Habits of Highly Effective

People, preaches “To Live, To Love, To

Learn, To Leave a Legacy” as the main

preoccupations in life.

I recently changed jobs, attended an

on-boarding training for new employ-

ees and was issued a thick and com-

prehensive employee manual. This

manual supposedly guarantees I am

knowledgeable about the ins and outs

of my new work-life and ensures my

success. I am reminded about the

bible, the thick and comprehensive

manual for life.

Part of my past mistakes and “non-

success” in life must have been

because I failed to read and check this

“manual” from time to time. Just

browsing thru the Proverbs can

already give us a working formula, not

just for survival, but for success in life.

I was thinking of a friend who for

several months I tried to set up dinner

with. And yet, he kept declining as he

was busy with work and life again got

in the way. Finally, I gave up and

stopped emailing or texting him and

said, it doesn’t matter. He doesn’t want

to talk to me or have dinner with me?

Fine, have it his way. No dinner and I

don’t care.

I learned later he was going to lose

his job. A few days after I learned of

his predicament, we accidentally met

at a restaurant with our respective

lunch meetings. Within a few hours

after that chance encounter, he

emailed me to set up lunch with him.

What was I to do? After I chased him

for so long? But, the Holy Spirit

intervened. I somehow got reminded

that God sought me out, too. It was

difficult bringing me to the

confessional box, to spend time with

him at prayer and even getting me to

the ME Weekend. It was like several

years of Him trying to “set-up dinner”

with me. One day, I was ready, and I

called Him. And, He was there still

waiting for me. And, from this

reflection, I decided to have lunch with

my friend on the day and time he

requested. It was just great being with

someone who needed some form of

inspiration and I was there to provide

it.

“Recession is coming but we decided

not to participate” came from Chuck

Swindoll’s story about a sign in a small

South Carolina town. That is also a

choice. In spite of many things we

can’t really control, we can still make

the right choices, rather than be

“forced to” or be led by the flow. As

was told, “life is 10% what happens

and 90% how we react to what

happens.”

Some mornings can be more beautiful

than others. As I drove to my work

one early morning, I prayed and asked

to be blessed that day as I was going

to conduct an inspirational training

entitled “Success and Failure” to my

staff. As I was getting out of my car at

the parking lot, God gave me a

beautiful sight. Ten security guards

standing in two rows, heads bowed, all

deep in prayer. Wow. I was blessed

right there and then.  Then  a phrase

for my training came to mind. Of

course, the training went very well as

10 members of my staff were glued for

3 hours to the things I had to say,

inspired, I am sure, by the Holy Spirit.

A young woman brings home her

boyfriend to meet her parents. After dinner,

her mother tells her father to find out about

the young man.

The father invites the boyfriend to his

study for a drink. “So what are your plans?”

the father asks the young man.  “I am a

bible scholar.” he replies.

“A bible scholar, hmmm,” the father

says. “admirable, but what will you do to

provide a nice house for my daughter to

live in, as she’s accustomed to?”

“I will study,” the young man replies,

“and God will provide for us.”

“And how will you give her a beautiful

wedding, such as she deserves?” asks the

father.  “I will concentrate on my studies,”

the young man replies, “God will provide

for us.”

“And children?” asks the father. “How

will you support children?”

“Don’t worry, sir, God will provide,”

replies the boyfriend.

The conversation went on, and each

time the father asks a question, the young

idealist insists that God will provide.

Later, the mother asks, “How did it go,

honey?”

The father answers, “He has no job and

no plans, but the good news is he thinks

I’m God.”

We live in a world which is full of

misery and ignorance, and the plain

duty of each and all of us is to try to

make the little corner he can influence

somewhat less miserable and

somewhat less ignorant than it was

before he entered it

- Thomas Henry Huxley

Rey always find the time to spend with his

family. Here with Zyra, Jared, Fiona and

Lucy in Baguio last May 31.
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Four STAGES OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH IN

HELPING THE POOR: 1st Stage
By: Fr. Albert Nolan, OP

A Christian’s spiritual

development is tied to serving the

poor. In this spiritual development

one goes through stages in much the

same way as one goes through stages

in other aspects of living-for

example, praying or loving. I have

identified four stages, each

characterized not only by a

heightened spiritual awareness but

also by a more effective way of

actually serving the poor.

The first stage of our

commitment to the poor is

characterized by compassion. We

have all been moved personally by

what we have seen or heard of the

sufferings of the poor. Our

experience of compassion has been

our starting pint. But what I am

suggesting is that it is only a starting

point and it needs to develop and

grow.

Two things help in this growth

and development of compassion. The

first is what we have now come to

call  exposure. The more we are

exposed to the sufferings of the poor,

the deeper and more lasting does our

compassion become. Some agencies

these days organize exposure

programs and send people off to a

Third World country to enable them

t see something of the hardships and

misery of grinding poverty.

Nothing can replace immediate

contact with pain and hunger, seeing

people in the cold and rain after their

houses have been bulldozed,

experiencing the unbearable,

intolerable smells in a slum, seeing

what children look like when they

are suffering from malnutrition.

But information is also exposure.

We know more than half the world

is poor and that something like 800

million people in the world do not

have enough to eat and in one way

or another are starving. For many,

many people the only experience of

life from the day they are born until

the day they die is the experience of

being hungry. Information of this

kind can help us to become more

compassionate.

The second thing that seems to

me to be necessary to develop our

compassion is a willingness to allow

it to happen. We can put obstacles

in the way of this development by

becoming more callous, or saying,

“It’s not my business,” or “I’m in no

position to do anything about it.”

This blunts one’s natural

compassion for the sufferings of the

poor.

As Christians, however, we have

a way of allowing our compassion to

develop, a way of nourishing our

natural feelings of compassion. We

believe that compassion is a virtue,

a grace and indeed a divine attribute.

When I experience compassion I am

sharing God’s compassion. I am

sharing what God feels about the

world today. Moreover, my faith

enables me to sharpen and deepen

my compassion by enabling me to

see the face of Christ in those who

are suffering and to remember that

whatever we do to the least of his

brothers and sisters we do to him.

That is powerful.

Compassion leads to action. At

first our action will probably be what

we generally call  relief work:

collecting and distributing food,

blankets,  clothes or money.

Compassion for the poor might also

lead us to a simplification of our

lifestyle: trying to do without

luxuries, trying to save money and

to give our

surplus to the poor. I don’t want

to go into that. There is nothing

extraordinary about it. It is a long

Christian tradition: compassion,

almsgiving, voluntary poverty.

Much has been said and written

about it.

This then would be the first

stage, the stage that is characterized

by compassion.

Second Stage - to be continued…

Reprinted with permission of

Praying

P.O. Box 419335,  Kansas City,

MO 64141

STAFF WRITERS
Tony Arevalo

Rey Mella
Clyde Abapo

Zarah Gagatiga
Kimi Abapo

MagisMagisMagisMagisMagis

Please send articles/reactions/feedback to

magisdeonewsletter@yahoo.com

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE MAGIS DEO COMMUNITY

COUNCIL CHAIR COUPLE
Levy and Roxanne Espiritu

EDITORIAL BOARD
Antonio Arevalo

Tina Mossessgeld
Tony Del Rosarion

Tony Narciso

MANAGING EDITORS

Rey and Lucy Mella PHOTOGRAPHY
Ferdie Cruz

Anchit Chua Chiaco

PUBLICATION
Ramie and Mimi Santos



WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

JUNE 2008

1 Domeng & Zarah Gagatiga ME Class 85

Jhun & Daisy Talla ME Class 86

4 Bobbit & Precy Cruz Thessalonians

Jimmy & Mariz Rosit ME Class 91

8 Greg & Marissa Dizon Arch. Gabriel

10 Felix & Rita Brawner Sirach

12 Anchit & Sally Chuachiaco John

Ike & Josie Llamas      Genesis/House of David

Cesar & Delsa Sangalang Samar i tans

13 Lito & Jet Quimel Magnificat

14 Mon & Ting Yupangco ME Class 90

17 Ted & Susan Concepcion Arch. Gabriel

18 Jun & Vina Arcenal Isaiah 66

Jerry & Dianne Jimenez ME Class 92

20 Ronnie & Jean Claud Ambe Sirach

21 Clyde & Pachot Abapo Jeremiah

22 Boy & Yoling Sevilla John

24 Jhun & Ellen Coronel Magnificat

25 Jun & Cora Ona                 Arch. Gabriel

26 Menandro & Fely Redual Je remiah

Tony+ & Flor Pison Micah 6:8

Eugene & Ethel Araullo ME Class 90

27 Tony & Aida Del Rosario John

30 Ed & Claire Palma C a n a

MagisMagisMagisMagisMagis 1 61 61 61 61 6
ISSUE NO. 29

MAGIS DEO COMMUNITY

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTHS OF JUNE- August  2008

June

03 Shepherds & Ministry Heads Meeeting2   Santuario de San Antonio Parish Office   Magis Deo 426-7191

07 Community Celebration               San Carlos Lay Formation Center (MPH)      FINANCE

               BEATITUDES/EMMANUEL

11 Council Meeting                Magis Deo Office              Magis Deo 426-7191

14-15 Shepherding 1 (Free)                CeFam               MEFP 426-4206

20-22 MEW (ME Class 93) – P3,000/couple BLD Covenant House Cavite              Ike/Josie Llamas 821-063

July

01 Sector & Ministry Heads Meeting-4                Magis Deo Office               Magis Deo 426-7191

04 Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center                 M.E.

               CANA/THESSALONIANS

09 Council Meeting Magis Deo Office               Magis Deo 426-7191

12-13 Shepherding 2 (Free)                CeFam                MEFP 426-4206

19-20 Prayer Deepening Workshop San Carlos Lay Formation Center               Magis Deo 426-7191

Session Rm.2

29 Sector & Ministry Heads Meeting-5                Magis Deo Office Magis Deo 426-7191

August

01 Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center SSFM

                                                                                                                                                                          K3/PHILIPPIANS

06 Council Meeting Magis Deo Office Magis Deo 426-7191

9-10 Shepherding 1 (Free) CeFam MEFP 426-4206

16-17 Spiritual Direction Follow-up Workshop San Carlos Lay Formation Center, Magis Deo 426-7191

Session Rm.1

22-24 MEW (ME Class 94) – P3,000/couple          BLD Covenant House Cavite Ike/Josie Llamas 821-0639

ADVERTISEMENT

Dorm / Boarding House for Ladies

2007 Agoncillo St., Malate, Manila

(near Taft / LRT)

Tels.: 556-4337 / 521-9146 / 0917-3245000

 Tutorials (Academics)

for Elementary and High school

345 Villareal St., Pasay City

Tels.: 556-2247 and 480-6811

BIRTHDAY CELEBRANTS

JUNE 2008

1 Delsa Sangalang Samaritans

Angie Tabin Mustard Seed

2 Marlyn Angeles ME Class 83

3 Cora Buenaventura Kapatiran Kay Kristo

Chito Babaran Magnificat

Linda Belmoro Jeremiah

4 Cora De Guzman ME Class 89

7 Jhun Coronel Magnificat

Ric Mirador ME Class 92

9 Ciso Cayabyab Philippians

10 Wilson Chua ME Class 90

12 Lilian Collado Mustard Seed

Yuri Garcia Genesis

13 Manette Yap Corinthians

14 Bernie Abis Ignatians

Krissy Jamora ME Class 92

Jane Palomique ME Class 89

16 Mel Fuentes Ignatians

Ramie Santos Psalm 46

17 Dada Santiago ME Class 86

18 Rodolfo Lubguban Magnificat

19 Jang Estrada Emmanuel

20 Sally Chua Chiaco John

Jojo Aquino ME Class 83

22 Noli Magdaleno Disciples of Christ

23 Charlie Ng Sy Agnus-Dei

Jon Sta. Maria ME Class 90

24 Belle Tiongson Corinthians

Rose Arnaiz Psalm 46

25 Jopi Faderguya ME Class 92

28 Pete Gestoso ME Class 85

29 Leony Parada Psalm 46/Samaritans

30 Joey Suarez Cana


