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“Check out the Sacred Space in
www.magisdeo.org.”

Formation for Mission

It was a much awaited night. The
Couple’s Night last September 13, 2008
was more than just an annual social event
it was a chance to relax, unwind and an
opportunity to re-discover the vibrant spirit
of the community in an atmosphere of fun,
camaraderie and friendship.

It was a night of old and new faces.
About 240 Magis members and guests
were in attendance, making the event the
most well-attended affair for the year. We
were delighted to see familiar faces not
often seen in other community activities
and we welcomed the opportunity to meet
the new faces in the community, hoping
that the event will help make them feel at
home.

It was a night of fun.  Everybody
came in their most creative western attire
with all kinds of cowboy hats, checkered
tops and neck scarves in abundance. The
Agnus Dei BCGG group outdid the rest
and easily won the Best in Western
Costume when they arrived in their Indian
inspired costume.

It was a night of surprises. The place

By : Levy and Roxanne Espiritu

was jam-packed with enthusiastic guests
ready to inch their way to the dancing floor
at the drop of a hat. And who wouldn’t get
excited from the way everything was
rightly “staged”? The non-stop band
entertainment of the bands of
Rockerberries, Doctors on Call and 8
Track Band  immediately set the pace for
the  evening as they provided the popular
hits of the  50s to the 70s.

The surprise song numbers of the
wacky foursome of Eli Prieto, Leony
Parada, Leo Soliman and Apin Llamas
highlighted by the naughty Elvis Presley’s
impersonation of Mike Magpayo were
more than enough to get the crowd rowdy
with excitement and filled the room with
instant shrieks of delight.

It was a night of Magis.  There was
definitely more of everything, defining the
Magis culture of simplicity (in the practical
and creative execution of the activity),
sharing (of retro memories, fun stories
and even loving moments)  the service
(shown by the dedication and hardwork of
the organizing committee), and the
stewardship (as gleamed from the number

of streamers posted all over the place,
indicating the generosity of the donors plus
the abundance of talents demonstrated by
the members of our community, be it in
singing, dancing or simply lending their
presence for the community).

The night wouldn’t be as lively if not
for the band performances courtesy of our
very own Dr. Manny Gatchalian
(Doctors on Call Band) and Claro
Santos (8Ttrack Band).

It was a night to remember. The
realization of the couples’ night in
September was made possible by the
relentless effort and high level of
commitment of the working committee of
Leony Parada, Claro Santos, Rey Mella,
Eli Prieto, Mike Magpayo, Leo Soliman,
Apin Llamas and Ting Yupangco and
lovingly supported by their spouses (of
course!)

Everyone may have left the place with
sore feet, strained voices and body aches,
but all have definitely gone home with bright
smiles and fond memories of the evening,
making the affair truly a Magis night… A
September to Remember.

The Magis Deo Golf Tournament
originally scheduled for September 12,
2008 was cancelled because of typhoon
sinlaku (marce). It was reset to
September 23 which was once again
threatened by the presence of typhoon
hagupit (nina). However, on this
particular day, God must have wanted
to have fun with the players of the golf
tournament organized by Magis Deo.

God Playing Golf?
 (By: Eli/Edith Prieto)

There was no rain the whole day of
Monday. On Tuesday, the day of the
tournament itself, heavy rain fell only in
the afternoon when the tournament and
the awarding of prizes were long over.
The game was well attended with thirty-
seven (37) golfers swinging their golf
clubs from as early as 6:30 a.m. until
the last flight at 8:00 a.m. Golfers must
have found their swings for someone has

made the longest drive at 315 yards.
(Tiger Woods watch out!) It was also a
day for the lady golfers. The champion
of the ladies division was also the runner
up in the over-all best score. She bested
35 other golfers. The competition was
tight. The champions of the Classes B
and C divisions were determined only

Continued on page 15...
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“September Community Celebration”

Offering flowers to Mama Mary

Sep 5 Garage Sale Fund Raising by ME Class 92

Welcome new ME Class 94 with Shepherds CharleyJay Ng Sy and JohnGlo Boren

13. NG Sy, Charley & Jay Agnus Dei BCGG
14. PANLILIO, Philip & Malu Mustard Seed BCGG
15. PARADA, Leony & Mia Psalm 46/Samaritans BCGGs
16. PISON, Flor Micah 6:8 BCGG
17. PRIETO, Eli & Edith Genesis BCGG
18. RAFAEL, Cathy Agnus Dei BCGG
19. RODRIGUEZ, Suni Micah 6:8 BCGG
20. SANTOS, Ramie & Mimi Psalm 46 BCGG
21. SANTOS, Claro & Linda Agnus Dei BCGG
22. SISON, Jun & Mila Corinthians BCGG
23. UY-TIOCO, Joy Micah 6:8 BCGG

PROGRAM FOR COUNCIL ELECTION    8-Nov-08
VENUE: To Be Announced
  8:30am                                                                 Registration
  9:00 am – 12:00 noon                                        Recollection by Fr. Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ
12:00 nn  – 1:00 pm                                             Mass
  1:00:00 pm                                                           LUNCH
  1:30 pm – 3: 30 pm                                            Election

  2009 Council Eligibles
  1. BAÑEZ, Gene & Eve Agnus Dei BCGG
  2. BALDERAS, Marcia Archangel Gabriel BCGG
  3. BUENAVENTURA, Fred & Cora Kapatiran Kay Kristo BCGG
  4. CHUACHIACO, Anchit & Sally John BCGG
  5. CRUZ, Ferdie Beatitudes BCGG
  6. DIMANALATA, Benz & Vina Genesis BCGG
  7. DIMAYUGA, Danny & Charito Sirach BCGG
  8. ESLAVA, Rey & Nitz Micah 6:8 BCGG
  9. GO, Mon & Alice Beatitudes BCGG
10. ISIP, Arnel & Bernie Corinthians BCGG
11. LLAMAS, Ike & Josie House of David/Genesis BCGGs
12. MELLA, Rey & Lucy Cana BCGG
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Sunday Homily
September 28, 2008
Ruben M. Tanseco, S. J.

NINGAS-KUGON
“Ningas-Kugon” and “Balik sa

Dating Ugali” have been a cultural-
religious pattern among many of our
people for the longest time, on both the
personal and community levels. Today’s
Gospel reading is no less than another
wake-up call, before it is too late. (Mt.
21: 28-32).

Throughout our recent history
as a people, God kept drawing us
closer to Him by leading us through
faith-in-action, rather than faith through
words and more words, but no action.
Initially, we would respond positively
to God’s call. But not for long. We
would go back to the same old story,
balik-sa-dating-ugali.

The 1986 People Power
Revolution was such an event. No one
can deny that it was God-inspired, and
we were able to drive away corruption
and injustice through active non-
violence. A miracle from God, without
the slightest doubt. Other countries
could not believe how it could have
happened without the use of arms and
violence. God’s people using God’s
ways. And it worked! But how long did
it last? We did try somehow, but far
from enough to make it stay and grow.
Years later, BSDU.

In this same column last
February 28, 1999, I predicted the
inevitability of the 2nd EDSA revolution.
True enough, it did happen! Again, our
response to God’s call to reform ? to
follow His ways, and not our ways.
Once more, we were able to fight
massive corruption and injustice
through non-violent means. That was
in 2001. It is now 2008. Again –

BSDU. This time, all the three levels of
government, including the judiciary, are
tainted with corruption! Where do we
go from here? What is the Lord trying
to tell us? Where is He leading us to?
Our so-called Christianity as a nation
has not really worked for these past
decades. Why?

For so many of our Christian
citizens and leaders, Christianity has
been what is called “extrinsic religion.”
This means that religion is not yet
integrated into one’s way of life. Church
membership is more a support system
that serves other ends, like religious
belongingness, inner security, etc. The
“marginal Christian,” as some authors
would call it. No wonder this turns off
quite a number of those who are
seriously searching for a God in a
deeper, more integrated way. Faith-in-
action. So you may find a growing
number of those who may not be regular
church – goers and strict observers of
external religious rules and regulations,
and yet are actively involved in NGO
work that work for the poor and victims
of social injustice. Some self-righteous
Catholics may even label them as non-
believers and sinners. Could this be what
Jesus was referring to when he said to
the chief priests and elders of the people:
“Amen, I say to you, tax collectors and
prostitutes are entering the kingdom of
God before you.” (From today’s
Gospel reading).

On the other hand, “intrinsic
religion” means that one’s faith is
integrated into his/her way of life. In
other words, one’s faith is an end in
itself, not an instrumental good. The

“nuclear Christian,” as contrasted to the
“marginal Christian.” And such a person
embraces a continuing process of
conversion for the rest of his/her life.
The ever-loving Father sent His Divine
Son to live among us and show us the
way. Faith-in-action.

In today’s Second Reading, St.
Paul vividly describes how Christ did
just that. “He emptied himself, taking
the form of a slave, coming in human
likeness; and found human in
appearance, he humbled himself,
becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross.” (Phil. 2: 7-8)
As a response, the Father exalted him
as the Risen Lord of all who have faith,
so that they, too, may follow in his
footsteps, as they journey through life.

This is what our Governor Ed
Panlilio of Pampanga is going through
right now. He is courageously
committed to the ways of God,
whatever the cost may be. And to think
that most if not all of his opponents are
supposedly Christian. Are they nuclear
or marginal Christians? You tell me! The
most significant focus of Panlilio’s
governance is advocacy against
corruption in government. Let us all do
our best in doing the same, within our
own spheres of moral influence. This is
what our country needs most at this
point in our history.

Faith-in-action. People Power III.
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EDITORIAL

Leaders for Magis Deo: A Guide for Discernment
by: Monchito Mosessgeld

Next month, the election of the new
members of the pastoral council will take
place after which, the new pastoral council
will choose the ministry heads.  In
preparation for these two milestones, we
offer this reflection on the type of leaders
we need to lead the community and what
we need to do to prepare ourselves for the
election.

We need leaders who have Vision, a
strong sense of Stewardship and the skill
for Community Building, all founded on a
deep love of God and a desire to do his will.
These are characteristics of servant-
leadership, the kind of leadership of our
Lord, Jesus Christ, who spoke these
words,” The kings of the Gentiles lord it
over them…but among you, it shall not be
so. Rather let the greatest among you be as
the youngest, and the leader as the
servant.” (Luke 22:25-26). In the next verse,
Jesus says of himself, “I am among you as
one who serves.” Totally one with his
Father’s will, Jesus, even in the midst of his
agony in Gethsemane, Jesus prayed,
“Father, not my will but yours be done.”
Magis Deo needs servant-leaders.

Vision. The Book of Proverbs says,
“Without vision, the people will perish.”
We need leaders who can help the our
community strengthen its sense of what it
seeks to be but also develop a sense of
what it can be beyond what it is now. We
need leaders who can help us understand
the signs of our times and how God, whose
love sustains us, is calling us to respond
appropriately as individuals and as a
community. Sometimes these ways of
responding are not initially acceptable and
leaders need to persuade patiently, to
change hearts and minds. We therefore need
leaders we can truly trust, whose judgment
we are willing to follow, sometimes amidst
our doubts and reservations.

Stewardship. We need leaders whom
we know care more deeply about us than
themselves. . We need leaders who love us,
following the example of Jesus. We need
leaders who listen intently to our fears and
anxieties but also our deepest hopes and
longings, our great desires and aspirations.

We need leaders who affirm us. But we need
leaders who also challenge our own levels
of comfort and who correct us and speak
the truth in love to us when we fall short.
We need leaders who help us carry our
burdens and celebrate our joys with us.

We need leaders who can help us find
the leadership we all have in ourselves and
put that leadership in the service of the
Magis Deo community and beyond it, to
where there is greater need, to use a beloved
Ignatian term. We need leaders who can help
us discover our mission in life and become
committed to it. This is true stewardship in
action.

Builds Community. The root of all
commitment in a Christian community is
commitment to God. We therefore need
leaders who continuously grow in their
relationship with Him and are deeply
committed to Him. We need leaders who help
us find ways to grow in our own relationship
with God and make Him the center of our
lives. We need leaders who discern God’s
will for themselves and, together with us,
the members of the community, his will for
Magis Deo.

We need leaders who work with us so
that we can show our love for God and our
neighbor not only in words but more
importantly, in action.  We need leaders who
can help us mobilize ourselves to respond
to God’s call to love others concretely in
return, particularly those in greater need.  We
need leaders who have good organizational
skills to carry out the community plans and
programs as planned. We need leaders who,
working together with us, can achieve
results.

We need leaders who can help all of us
have a stronger sense of community among
ourselves. We need leaders who can help
us grow beyond our interest and focus on
self, family and our own ME classes and
BCGGs, and attend Magis Deo community
programs and serve in its various ministries.
We need leaders who can provide the
environment where we can all contribute
meaningfully to the work of the community.

Many may say that being the leader
described is a tall order. However, we are

not looking for perfect persons. Even the
leaders in the bible were not perfect persons.
We are looking for those, who knowing their
weaknesses, limitations and sinfulness, still
offer themselves in humility and generosity
to God, who is ultimately our leader, and to
our community. They are consoled by
thought that our chosen leaders are only
God’s instruments, who will fill them,
however unworthy and unable they may
feel, if they open their hearts generously to
his grace.

Preparing for the Elections. As
members of the Magis Deo community, let
us prepare for the elections. Let those of us
who are eligible to vote reflect, think and
pray. Let us get to know those who are
eligible for the Pastoral Council as persons
and as leaders and reflect on how well they
can lead the community. We hope that the
reflections in this editorial will be helpful for
this purpose. Let us, in our small groups,
share the information and knowledge we
have about each eligible couple or person,
without campaigning for anyone.

Finally, and most importantly, we are
individually called, to discern in prayer, not
just once but over a period of time, asking
God to help us decide for whom we will cast
our votes. Those who are not eligible to vote
are called to join the rest of the community
in prayer for the elections. For this purpose,
we are publishing in this newsletter a prayer
for the elections
that we are requesting all to pray everyday.

 In summary, we need leaders who, like
St. Ignatius of Loyola, know, love, and follow
Christ, who is our ultimate leader. and who can
lead us as a community to do the same. We
need leaders who serve in love, as Christ loves
us. We need leaders, to quote the great modern
Catholic spiritual writer, Henry Nouwen, who
will “serve in Jesus’ name.” We need leaders
who will guide Magis Deo, to borrow the words
of E. Lebron Fairbanks, to become to a greater
degree “a community of faith… in and through
which the grace of God flows.”
(This editorial is a heavily revised version of
the January 2004 Magis Deo editorial, also
written by the author.)

Please refer to Page 11...
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COUNCIL CORNER

Jesus chose you.  How open are
you to choose to be chosen by Christ?

Next month, Magis Deo will need
three servant leaders to serve in the
Pastoral Council for 2009-2010.  It’s
time again for us in Magis Deo to come
together as a community to pray and
reflect on who should lead us towards
living our Magis vision-mission of
bringing Christ’s kingdom here on earth.

We have two responsibilities to
fulfill: to vote and to be open to be voted
upon.

As members, we owe it to the
Community to exercise our voice and
choice.  Even if we are a volunteer group
by nature, it does not relieve us of the
responsibility of volunteers to the cause
of the Community—one of which is to
select leaders. Let us fully participate in
voting for three servant leaders. Let us
set aside the notion that anyway, year in
and year out, some people will take the
challenge and so let the others decide
who the servant leaders should be.
Make our voice be heard!  It could
make a difference in making a change
that our hearts long for!

As Council eligibles, we are invited
by Christ to allow ourselves to be in
God’s loving hands so He can dispose
of us in whatever He wants.  As Fr.
Ruben would put it — the servant leader
commits to the standard of Christ:
spiritual poverty – disponsibilite’ or
disponsibility.  Turly, we are free to
choose or to deny God’s invitation.  But,
we are invited to be open when chosen
by Christ. With the Community vision
and mission foremost in our hearts, it is

essential to dispose ourselves in God’s
hands.  And let God take care of the
rest.

Mixed feelings of inadequacy,
legitimate personal priorities, etc. may
cause us to choose to postpone God’s
invitation to some other time.  Are the
concerns of this world overwhelming
us?  Are we feeling we have done our
part already? Are we praying hard
enough? Are we totally disposing
ourselves to what God has planned for
us? Whatever it may be, surely, we may
have a reasonable justification and God
will understand. But we invite you to re-
think, re-pray, and re-discern:  Is this
where God is truly leading us?  Are we
choosing to be chosen by God?  Are
we letting God?

The call to Magis – the more for
God. Fr. Ruben pointed out that God
calls us as servant leaders to go beyond
what we are doing now. The servant
leader must be a contemplative in action,
a discerning person.  The servant leader
experiences a connectedness with
others in the world as all creation is
under one God who dwells in all
creatures. Servant leadership is a call
to be disciple of Christ.  It is the leader
who serves.  Anyone being called to be
a servant leader is called to be lover.
This is a great privilege from God as
well as a great responsibility of carrying
others towards God.

Each and every one of us, yes, all
members of Magis Deo, with our own
individual & different gifts, are all
capable to serve in the Pastoral Council,
in any ministry or committee, as long as

genuine love and concern for the
spiritual growth of all Magis members
is present in our hearts.

In Chris Lowney’s book “Heroic
Leadership,” love-driven leadership is
characterized by the vision to see each
person’s talent, potential, and dignity;
the courage, passion, and commitment
to unlock the potential; and the resulting
mutual support that energize and unite
towards a purpose.  Lowney reiterates
that we are all leaders in the sense that
we have opportunities to influence and
make an impact.

Let us respond to this servant
leadership opportunity with
generosity…creating some inner
space within us “open” where others
can come and find home—just as God
always provides open space for us when
we run to Him. Let us also pray for the
Holy Spirit to bring us all together in
November and make our voice heard;
to guide us in making our choice of
leaders; and to respond with openness
and generosity to God’s call to serve in
Magis, in whatever capacity.

“Lord, teach me to be generous
Teach me to serve you as you

deserve
To give without counting the cost

To fight without heeding the
wounds

To labor without seeking rest
To sacrifice oneself without

thinking of any reward
Save that of knowing I am doing

your will. Amen.”

An Invitation to be Open: Choosing to be Chosen
by: Philip & Malu Panlilio

Praxis Ministry
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Ignatius’ Way
By Labeng Reyes Beltran, House of David BCGG

Savoring the fruits of  AIR 1

Not many, but much: the graces of  my Ignatian
Retreat
By Monchito Mossesgeld, Cana BCGG
 The September 19-21 annual Ignatian retreat
(AIR) was probably the most “relaxed”
retreat I have ever attended. During the
orientation, Fr. Cel told us we needed to do
four things to make a good Ignatian retreat:
Eat, Sleep, Pray and keep Silent. He said we
could pray as long or as short as our energy
would allow but that we should stick to the
length that we decided at the start of our
prayer. We were free to do as we pleased
with our time. Fr. Earl Barrredo repeated the
same four suggestions when he gave the
first talk the next morning, including the
advice to stay committed. I was reminded of
Fr. Earl’s sharing the night before of the story
of St. Ignatius of Loyola needing 15 minutes
to pray, in times of great personal trouble,
after which he was all right.
     I decided to spend the 40 hours of
“vacation” with God (the duration of the
retreat) in silence so that I could be alone
with him. I felt it was the least I could do for
him. I ate well. I prayed at least 15 minutes

(though I am no Ignatius) after every talk. I
slept a lot too. I probably have not slept so
much in any retreat. My body probably
needed a lot of rest.
     The talk Saturday afternoon was about
Radical Freedom. I could use my God-given
freedom to either make God the center of my
life, or to make other persons, things, ideas,
etc the centers instead. After the talk, I
decided to take a short nap before praying.
The nap extended to two hours.
     I had about an hour for prayer before
dinner. During prayer, I reviewed my day so
far. I was happy I rested well because my
body was tired and needed to recover.
However, I also realized that I had not used
enough of time that afternoon to make God
the center of my life. I could have slept less
and spent more time in prayer with God,
knowing him more intimately so that his
being central to my life would increase. I had
spent more time for myself than for him. The
point of the afternoon talk came alive to me

from this simple experience. I realized how
awesome was the responsibility to use my
freedom to put God at the center of my life
and how seemingly “good things” can keep
me from doing that and developing a closer
relationship with him.
     I expressed my apologies to God for not
spending enough time in prayer with him. I
saw myself as a small boy saying sorry to
my father. I felt God touch my head, tousle
my hair and say, as a father would say kindly
to a son, “Huwag mo nang uulitin, ha.”
And he (after the conference on unjust social
structures) smiled. I smiled too.
     The invitation to use my freedom more
responsibly. Forgiveness and mercy. I
received these two graces from the retreat.
Not many, but much.
      How am I now, two weeks after the
retreat? I think I am using my freedom in
greater degree to center myself on God
through prayer and in my life.

Annual Ignatian Retreat,September 19-20, 2008

27 Retreatants pose with Spiritual Director Fr. Celerino Reyes,
SJ at Annual Ignatian Retreat, at Secred Heart Novitiate,
Novaliches.

A place so solemn, surrounded by trees
and well trimmed landscape in the
middle of the city provided a perfect
venue for the retreat. Backed by the
Structure of Ignatian Prayer given in
the retreat, I was able to immerse myself
as I begged to experience of GOD’s
love.  To commune with the LORD was
made possible as sliding into silence
was not difficult to achieve.  For the
first time, my prayer was not the
traditional approach which I was
accustomed to do but rather it was as
if I was looking at his eyes and talking
to him, telling him my concerns and lifting
it all up to him.  It was such a relief and a
pleasant experience, knowing that he will

always be around so long as I
adopt the structure and
focus myself on him.  The
LORD has taken the load
of my shoulder and I
immediately felt him
communicating with me
through the scripture
readings provided in the
retreat as well as Gospel
reading in the mass that
capped the retreat.  It was
indeed a wonderful
experience as I was able to
learn how to truly
commune with the LORD

and feel his love, w     hich is
exactly what I need.
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My RMy RMy RMy RMy Retretretretretreaeaeaeaeattttt
By Maricel Suarez, Cana BCGG

Last month I was praying with a book titled
Eight Days of the Spiritual Exercises by
Florencio Segura, SJ. It adapts the main
themes of the 30 days of the Spiritual
Exercises for 8 days and is intended for
those who would like to put some order in
their lives and to renew some fundamental
experiences which are the rock of their whole
lives. For me, this AIR 1, like Segura’s book,
was all about relishing God’s love and
saying goodbye to pains and heartaches
and looking deeply and lovingly into my
attachments and personal sinfulness. It was
a retreat of repetition, spiraling deeper,
widening my past experiences of the ways
God loves me.
     I had been pushing my husband to join
this AIR, yet God had other plans, and
September 19 saw me in Sacred Heart
Novitiate, not him. I entered the retreat
feeling uncomfortable. Praying with Segura,
I had breezed through the theme for Day 1 –
and got stuck on Day 2 – “The Lie: Sin and
Personal Sin.” For two weeks my prayer
wouldn’t move and I had put the book aside.
Now, I am a good Catholic and I know all my
sins were forgiven when Jesus died for me
and through the sacrament of reconciliation.
But I could feel an exaggerated sense of all
my masks, my imperfections, all the things I
have failed to do, gathering like a storm.
     Our spiritual director was Fr. Celerino
Reyes, SJ. During the first night orientation
talk, he said that during an Ignatian retreat
we were allowed to do only four things:
SLEEP, EAT, PRAY and be SILENT. He also

asked us to pray for the grace we desired for
the weekend.
     I wanted my heart to rest in God. However,
I continued being disturbed by my
sinfulness. How could I rest in him? How
could I relish God’s love when my heart
couldn’t even rest in him?
     A reading (John 1:36) provided the spark
for my retreat. The phrase “Lamb of God,
you who takes away my sins, have mercy
on me,” kept repeating in me. I asked God to
bathe me in His mercy and forgiveness. I fell
asleep feeling like an old tree wanting to be
pruned. Let new branches sprout and enjoy
the sunlight and the rain you intend for me!
     Saturday morning after the first session,
I could feel God inviting me to sleep and
take a long rest. I did. Later, I realized I prayed
better because I was well rested. And so it
was like that the whole weekend. Sleep, Eat,
Pray, Silence.
     God’s love for me came gently, quietly,
like the sound of a whispering sea. He was
so quiet, looking down on me. Lord, why
are you so quiet, aren’t you disturbed by
my sinfulness? The longer I sat in front of
the crucifix feeling sorry, the more I felt his
silence. And that was the healing. I
continued to sit with courage knowing He
loves me deeply. He enveloped me with His
silence. I felt I was in a place I didn’t even
recognize.
 “Where am I, Lord?”
 “Ssssh … just stay and be quiet.”
     Gently, he led me to look at myself and
see the funny parts of me. He was amused

by my craziness, my vanities, the wild
imagination that could bring me to outer
space or to oblivion. Yet these kabaliwans
are the aids to my sanity. They sustain me
and bring balance to my life. Para bang
sinasabi niya, okay ka lang magpakabaliw,
basta huwag lang sobra, baka matuluyan
ka. He found me funny - nakakatawa ka -
and yet it made me cry so much. It is me,
Lord, you really want, not me becoming
perfect. You love me exactly as I am.
     That evening my prayer was capped by
the sacrament of reconciliation. I was given
not only penance but a grace to ask for to
help me with my healing. It was beautiful,
like a flower opening to the morning dew.
     Sunday morning was saying goodbye to
my bad experiences, fears and resentments,
the different crosses of my life. God came
very gently. He was hushing and comforting.
Every hurting part of me - the part that was
angry, the part that wanted to run away, the
part that wanted to control, the part that was
pissed off - I expressed to him. And no
palpitations, no pounding. My heart lay
quiet. I was accepted, loved, I am free. I
looked up and the landscape seemed
greener, the trees more welcoming.
Everything was so calm.
     I returned home full of joy and there was
more. I was greeted by my son, “Mom, I
really had a happy weekend with Papa.”  The
space I had left in the house that weekend
was for my husband and my son to fill up,
together. Ahh, Lord … you are so wise! You
fill me up.

Rhythm and grace
By Joy S. Uy-Tioco, Micah 6:8 BCGG

This AIR, I was both admin and participant
and I knew I would have many concerns. I
asked God to allow my AIR to ripple around
inevitable snags and float me into a gentle
slide into his arms. That was the rhythm
and grace of my AIR: a lamp that wouldn’t
light, sleep, rest, pray. Naubusan ng ulam
for lunch, four talking softly - they smile at
me and quietly separate, Lord, salamat po,
sleep, rest, pray. Assist with confessions
(only two priests - they would be exhausted)
the bell, Lord, the bell.

     It helped that silence clothed the house,
making it easier for me to keep an interior
silence. It helped that all of us were focused,
just eating, sleeping, praying and being
silent. And when God tweaked my prayer
and I knew it deserved more attention, I set
it aside, but begged him not to let me forget.
Throughout the retreat, I could feel him
holding me gently, lightly in his arms.
     Back home Sunday afternoon, more
stretched than I realized, I fell asleep. And
was awakened by the intensity of a dream

of George standing by my bed, telling me
about the stock market, his face, my arms,
his, totally open to one another. It was an
Easter dream of missing and meeting, pure
joy and welcoming. His face, his voice, his
hand tugging at his tie as vivid as the tears
hot on my face and just as vivid was the
certainty it was God meeting me, and I felt a
wave of joy surge from my gut, cover heart,
skin, arms. I hugged myself, repeating each
feeling tasting each sensation knowing I
would wake and dreams fade and I begged
God not to let me forget.
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Last month, together with my two
daughters, I went home to Cebu for a short
visit. We spent the weekend at my brother
Danny’s house. He is second to the eldest.
I am next to him. In one of our conversations,
I asked if he is still taking his tranquilizer
and related medicine “Manga tuig na ang
nilabay sukad nga mihunong na ako sa pag-
inom ni anang tambal,” he said in reply. (“It’s
been years, I have discontinued taking those
medicines.”)

Here is his story.
Late in his teens, he suffered a nervous

breakdown. It was so serious that everybody
in the family got affected. Treatment was a
cycle of albularyos and psychiatric
medicine, which took more than a year.
Finally he became well and was able to get a
job which required minimal brain work per
doctor’s advice. Years later, in his mid-
twenties, he got married to a teacher. He was
warmly welcomed by the in-laws because
of his religious faith, high respect for the

elders, and modest ways.
Marriage is not without problems.

Several years into their strong and stable
marriage, Danny was struck again with his
mental illness. Although not so serious, it
needed so much love and concern. His case
was on and off and recovery depended so
much on tranquilizers and muscle relaxants.
Regular visits to the psychiatrist were a
must.

One night, while on heavy dose, a
vision of Jesus appeared to him.
“Nakasuwaw nga kaputian ug sakit sa mata.
Ako siyang gidool ug gipangayo and
kaayuhan sa akong sakit dungan sa saad sa
serbisyo sa simbahan. Wala’y tubag ug
nawala Siya dayon,” he narrated to me. (“It
was glaring white and painful to the eyes. I
approached Him and asked for healing with
a promise to serve His Church. No reply and
soon He vanished.”) The following Sunday,
when he was quite well, he went to church.
Passing by the administration office, he was

My BrMy BrMy BrMy BrMy Brother Dannother Dannother Dannother Dannother Dannyyyyy
deeply moved by the sight of the priest in a
shiny white robe. He said that the scene
was an affirmation with his encounter with
Jesus Christ. Since then he got better
everyday, while at the same time, fulfilling
his promise of service to the church. He is
always available as a lay minister, leads
religious activities in the neighborhood, and
attends biblical studies to further his
knowledge about God. As an added bonus,
he discovered in recent years, that he had a
talent for musical composition. Humming his
music and with musician friends, putting the
notes and arrangements, his compositions
always landed in the finals of the annual
Sinulog Music Festival. His last
composition garnered the second price,
while his latest is in the final ten in the 2009
festival.

At 66, his health is okay. He is happy
and contented with his simple life with deep
commitment to God.

It was dawn when Jojo sat astride
his old but trusty motorcycle. He turned
the ignition on and, using his right foot,
struck the starter - once, twice and thrice.
The old bike sputtered to life. Its exhaust
pipe spewed off white smoke. The ma-
chine was in good condition. So was the
man who owns it.

Jojo smelled the faint scent of gas.
He inhaled the cool morning air and it filled
his lungs with hope. He was silent for a
few seconds. As if in prayer, he closed
his eyes and exhaled slowly to release it
out from his nose and mouth. He tasted
the promise of a beautiful morning. He
felt the warmth of a pleasant weather on
his skin. His trip from Sta. Rosa, Laguna
to Tarlac was going to be a long ride, but
man and machine were both fearless.

He turned to look at the woman
standing by the doorway. Lucy smiled and
returned his gaze. She was worried in

spite of herself. As she watched him wear
the protective helmet, she wished he could
ride with him, to put her arms around him
and journey with him back home. But she
knew it was his decision to go. It was
Jojo’s choice to do it alone. A heart that is
fueled with love could brave the elements.
A soul that is nourished by faith could
endure even the roughest weather.

 As he sped away, she could not
help but marvel at the changes and trans-
formation they both have undergone af-
ter two years in the Marriage Encounter
community. She could not believe that in
a few weeks from now, they would be
fulfilling the sacrament of marriage.

Jojo and Lucy Almodovar, coordi-
nators of ME Class 85, tied the knot at
St. Peregrine Church in Muntinlupa City
last August 30, 2008. It was a simple cer-
emony made special by family and rela-

tives who stood by as witnesses to their
union. After 20 years, they have finally
vowed to love each other, for richer or
for poorer, in sickness or in health. At
long last, they have sealed a contract with
God who never ceases to love all His cre-
ations.

In the midst of the revelry made
meaningful by the efforts of member
couples of ME Class 85 and the group’s
shepherd couple, Ed and Sol Macalalad,
Jojo and Lucy could not help but shed
tears of joy and delight. Apart from ful-
filling a sacrament, their church wedding
was a ritual of renewal and a symbol of a
new life. It was an affirmation of their
growing faith in God and their blossom-
ing maturity into married life. For once
they were lost, and now, they have been
found. To be back in God’s loving arms
is all that really matters.

Congratulations to Jojo! Best wishes
to Lucy! God bless both of you!

The Miracle of Marriage

By Clyde Abapo
SCENES AND SIGNS OF FAITH

By Zarah Gagatiga, ME Class 85
AFTER THOUGHTS
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PRAYER FOR THE MAGIS DEO ELECTIONS*
(To be prayed everyday until the day of the elections)

O God, our Father, Lord and Creator,
in your almighty wisdom and goodness,
you have guided and sustained
our community, Magis Deo, all these past 20 years
as we sought to serve you and do your will.
We are very grateful for your love.
We beg you to send the light of your Holy Spirit to those
who have the responsibility of choosing our leaders
who will guide us in the way that leads to you,
and preserve in unity and love
this community which you have called to your service.
We also beg you for a generous heart
for those who are eligible for election,
that they may be willing to put the treasures
that you have bestowed so bountifully on them
in your service through the community and those that it serves.
We ask this through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever.

*This prayer was inspired by the prayer used for the election of the new
Superior General of the Society of Jesus. Some passages of this prayer
are from it.

NORTH SECTOR
1.  Magnificat
Head: Nilo & Malou Santamaria (0927-9947946   )

1.  Isaiah 66
Head: Monchet & Marylou Albert   (0918-9332324)

2.  Mustard Seed
Head: Philip & Malu Panlilio    (632-6598)

2.  Beatitudes
Head: Rey & Nette Arceo    740-1784 /0921-7761900

3. Archangel GabrielHead: Doy & Becky Dizon    0919-2109130 3. Agnus Dei
Head: Cathy Rafael     724-5312; 0906-3706310

CENTRAL SECTOR
4. Sirach
Head: Danny & Charito Dimayuga  (895-2672 / 0920-9017587)

4. Corinthians/Sothel
Head:  Arnel & Bernie Isip (0920-4009664)

5a.  Thessalonians
Head: Art & Grace Santos (0917-8877969)
5b. Samaritans
Head: Leony & Mia Parada (0917-8564099)

5. CIA / Wisdom
Head: Tony & Bambi Narciso    (0917-8945172)

6.  Micah 6:8
Head: Rey & Nitz Eslava    (0917-2714636)

6. Psalm 46
Head: Leony & Mia Parada (0917-8564099)

SOUTH SECTOR
7a. Kapatiran Kay Kristo
Head: Fred & Cora Buenaventura (0917-5244883)
7b. Mount Olivet
Head: Ed & Sol Macalalad (H/cell: 0917-8737104; W/cell: 0927-4307025)

BCGG Interface Schedule  October - November 2008

8. Genesis  Head: Eli & Edith Prieto 820-5496 8. John   Head: Fil & Maryanne Alfonso (0920-9043419)

7. Philippians
Head: Rudy & Lyn Ebardo – (837-2042;
                                                0918-9910217)

9. Jeremia  Head: Clyde & Patchot Abapo (838-8553) 9. Emmanuel Head: Gene & Leony Escosia (0917-5443217)

10. House of David Head: Ike & Josie Llamas (0917-8934005) 10. Cana Head: Joey & Maricel Suarez (0917-5383437)

Feeling close –
the grace of my
retreat
The Annual Ignatian Retreat held last Sept.
19-21, 2008 at the Sacred Heart Novitiate
Retreat House in Novaliches was a time
when I felt most intimate and close to God.
It was a time when the Lord wanted me to
be silent and free from the noise of the
outside world. As Father Earl explained to
us, what we needed to make a good retreat
was ESPS - eat, sleep, pray and be silent. It
was so relaxing and so calm I could feel the
presence of God in the midst of all the
beautiful flowers and trees scattered around
the place and I could hear the sounds of
insects and birds singing while I prayed. It
was so peaceful I felt so free. Free to
respond to what the Lord wants me to be
and allow God to be the center of my life.
The retreat showed me what God really is -
a very loving God. And that God is
everywhere and in each one of us who
loves Him.

By Alice Go, Beatitudes BCGG
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1. DATE AND VENUE OF ELECTION

1.1. The election for the 2009 Pastoral
Council members shall be held on
November 8, 2008 (Saturday) at I.S.O.,
Ateneo, Quezon City.  A community
Recollection and Mass will be held in
the morning, and the Election in the
afternoon.  The election shall be
presided by the members of the 2008
Pastoral Council, with the assistance
of the Praxis Ministry Head and
Sectoral Heads.

1.2. Registration of members who are
qualified to vote must be done no later
than October 24, 2008

1.3 The COMELEC, whose members are
the outgoing Council members, shall
oversee the conduct of elections,
counting of votes, and ensuring that
the election guidelines are observed.

2. DEFINITION OF TERMS:

2.1. Magis Deo Member
A Magis Deo Member is an individual
who completed attendance to the
Magis Deo Community Marriage
Encounter Weekend (MEW) together
with his/her spouse.

2.2. Voter’s Registration

A Voter’s Registration Form is a
document that will  confirm the
qualified Magis Deo member ’s
(couple or solo parent) intention to
vote during the Pastoral Council
Elections.

This form is to be filled out and
signed by the Magis Deo Member
declaring his/her/their intention to
vote during the election of the Pastoral
Council. Members must register by
filling out the registration form. This
form must be submitted to his/her/
their BCGG Head or Post- LSS
Shepherd, who in turn must submit
the filled out forms to the COMELEC
no later than the date specified.

2.3. Qualified Voter

A qualified Magis Deo Voter is one
who currently is a member of a BCGG
or Post-LSS Class and attended the
ME reunions, the LSS and/or SDR.  In
the Member’s personal assessment,
he/she/they have filled out the Voter’s

Registration Form” and shown the
“Sense of Community” through one
of the following ways:

2.3.1. By attending at least 50% of the
Community Celebrations held the
current year.

2.3.2.  Although he/she/they have not
attended at least  50% of the
Community Celebrations, he/she/
they have participated in one or more
of the formation and outreach
programs of the Community.

2.3.3. Although he/she/they may not have
participated in Community programs
as actively as he/she/they would
have, this is not indicative of a lack of
community spirit but due to personal
reasons, it is his/her/their intent to
participate in the coming electoral
process.

2.4. Qualified Council Eligibles

In the past elections, the “Pastoral
Council Candidate” is the term used
to describe the qualified Magis Deo
member eligible to be elected to the
Pastoral Council.  The term candidate”
was evaluated and results show that
word “eligible” is a more appropriate
term to describe the Magis Deo
member who is qualified to be elected
to the Pastoral Council.

The qualifications of Pastoral Council
Eligibles who may be voted upon are
as follows:

2.4.1. The couple or solo parent is an
active member  of a BCGG.

2.4.2. Should be a current or previous
BCGG, ME Class, or Post-LSS Class
shepherd or Ministry Head.

2.4.3. Both husband and wife or the solo
parent should have attended at least
six (6) or 50% Community Celebrations
within the calendar year.

2.4.4. Both husband and wife or the solo
parent should have completed the
Formation Programs of the
Community, namely: LSS, SDR, and
any two (2) Annual Ignatian Retreats
or Retreat in Daily Life (18th

Annotation, 19th Annotation).

2.4.5. Either husband or wife or solo

parent should have been present in
at least 50% of the meetings they are
required to attend. (As approved by
Pastoral Council Nov. 4, 2004)

2.4.6. Pastoral Council Eligibles (CE)
signifying non-acceptance of
nomination.

A CE will be allowed to decline his/
her/their nomination for Pastoral
Council Elections only after the
following are complied with:

2.4.6.1 .  The CE must submit to the
COMELEC in writing their/his/her
non-acceptance of their nomination at
least three (3) weeks before election
date.

2.4.6.2. The letter must be signed by the
CE and duly noted by any member of
the COMELEC.

2.4.7. Previous Council members who
have served the Community for at
least eight years have the option to
decline his/her/their nomination upon
prayerful discernment. (As approved
by Pastoral Council dated October
5, 2005)

2.5. Quorum

A Quorum is defined as physical
presence of 50% plus one (1) of the
total  “Qualified Voters” of the
Community at the Council election
venue.

2.6. Ballot

The official document (stamped with
Magis Deo logo) supplied by the
COMELEC to the qualified voters to
be used to write the names of
nominees to the Pastoral Council
during the Council Election.

2.7. COMELEC

A body whose members are the
outgoing Pastoral Council members of
the given year. The primary duty and
responsibility of the COMELEC is to
implement and uphold the Council
Election process, enforce and ensure
that the approved election guidelines
are carried out accordingly, orderly,
effectively, honestly and peacefully.

2009 PASTORAL COUNCIL ELECTION GUIDELINES2009 PASTORAL COUNCIL ELECTION GUIDELINES2009 PASTORAL COUNCIL ELECTION GUIDELINES2009 PASTORAL COUNCIL ELECTION GUIDELINES2009 PASTORAL COUNCIL ELECTION GUIDELINES
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3. ELECTION PROCESS:

 The election process shall be presided
by the COMELEC during the pre-
scheduled date in the presence of the
qualified voters and 1ST-Termer
Pastoral Council Members. The
COMELEC shall also oversee the
conduct of the elections, counting of
votes, and ensure that the election
guidelines are strictly observed.

The election shall be done in a
prayerful and discerning manner.
Assistance may be requested from
Praxis Ministry Head and Sectoral
Heads (As approved by the Pastoral
Council dated Nov. 4, 2004).

3.1  Registration of qualified voters must
be done at least two (2) weeks before
election date (or on October 26 for this
year) to provide ample time to validate
and consolidate total number of
qualified voters.

3.2  An information campaign shall be
done to disseminate the election
information to all concerned. BCGG
Heads and Post-LSS Shepherds shall
take the initiative to ensure the
attendance of their members (who are
qualified voters). Constant follow-up
with the Heads and Members shall be
done through telephone and other
medium.

3.3 The Pastoral Council election shall be
done in a prayerful and discerning
manner (prayerful atmosphere with
crucifix & candle). To achieve this,
BCGGs and Post-LSS Classes are
encouraged to use a prayer guide
(supplied by COMELEC – Appendix
2) for two meetings prior to the date
of election. They will also be given a
List of Council Eligibles with relevant
background information.

3.4 On Election Day, the Pastoral Council
shall lead the Community or sectoral
groups in a prayerful reflection before
casting of votes.

3.5 One couple/solo parent, one vote.

3.6 For the election to be valid, a quorum
should be reached. The COMELEC
shall  determine the quorum  on
Election Day through reports of

sectoral groups or voting center(s)_at
a synchronized time, whenever
deemed appropriate, to start counting
qualified voters present.

3.7 The election will be conducted based
on the defined synchronized
schedule,  as appropriate (to be
determined by COMELEC).

3.8 Should there be several voting centers,
sectoral groups or voting centers will
transmit the list of voters’ attendance
and results of balloting to members
of the (pre-assigned) COMELEC.

3.9 Secret balloting will be used.

3.10 The number of votes garnered is kept
confidential by the COMELEC.

3.11. Nominees receiving 50% plus 1 of
the votes cast will  be declared
winners. The voting process will be
repeated until all vacant council posts
are filled. In case all vacant council
posts are not filled during the 1st

round of voting, another round of
voting will be done.

3.12. For the 2nd round of voting, a council
eligible should get at least 20% of the
votes cast in the 1st round to qualify
for the 2nd round.

3.13 For the 3rd round of voting, a council
eligible should get at least 20% of the
votes cast in the 2nd round to qualify
for the 3rd round, and thereafter until
all vacancies are filled up

3.14. Used ballots must be properly
disposed (shredded/burned) after a
holding period of one month from date
of election.

3.15. Questions on election results must
be made in writing within one (1)
month from the election date and
addressed to the COMELEC. The
COMELEC in turn shall meet to
discuss and evaluate the merits and/
or validity of the question(s).
Decision shall  be made by the
COMELEC and then properly
communicated to the Community.

4. ELECTION OF PASTORAL
     COUNCIL OFFICERS

The new batch of Council members
will meet together with the outgoing
Council members on an agreed date,
preferably in November or December

before the start of the New Year, to
elect the Chaircouple and Vice-
Chaircouple. After election, the
Council members will then appoint the
Secretary-Couple of the Community.

  An election of Council Officers will
be held among the incoming members
in the presence of the outgoing
members (Approved Dec. 18, 2006 by
the Pastoral Council).

4.1. Rules for Electing Chaircouple and
Vice Chaircouple:

4.1.1. Secret balloting will be done and
administered by the outgoing Council.

4.1.2. The Chaircouple to be appointed will
be coming from the hold-over batch
(those council members going into
their 2nd year of their term). The Vice-
Chaircouple to be elected will be
coming from the newly elected council
members.

4.1.3. Vice-Chaircouple hereafter will
become the Chaircouple of the
following year. The rationale behind
this rule is to ensure continuity of
goals and programs of the
Community. Also, it gives the Vice-
Chaircouple adequate time to be
attuned to the prevailing situation of
the various Ministries & programs
prior to assumption of duties as
Chaircouple.

The above rules (4.1.2. & 4.1.3.) will
be adopted by the 2008 Council.
Therefore,  the elected Vice-
Chaircouple of 2008 will automatically
become the Chaircouple for the year
2009. This ruling will be implemented
thereafter unless otherwise revised by
the COMELEC for the period covered
and ratified by the Community
members.

4.1.4. Furthermore, starting 2009, election
of Pastoral Council Officers will only
elect the Vice-Chaircouple and
Secretary-Couple. It can also be noted
that the Vice-Chaircouple will always
come from the newly elected Council
members.

5.  OUTGOING PASTORAL COUNCIL
MEMBERS

The outgoing Pastoral Council
Members for two (2) consecutive
years cannot be voted upon as a
result of Ruling # 4.1.3.
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SPIRITUAL TIDBITS AND HUMOR
Spiritual Tidbits and Humor
November 2008
Rey Mella

Denmark is recognized as the country with
the happiest people, based on research by
Business Week. With a population of 5.5M,
a life expectancy of  78 years and a GDP per
capita of $37,400 (versus the Philippines
92M, 70 years, $1,500), Denmark is “a cold,
windy, maritime nation on the North Sea that
Vikings once called home and which was the
setting for Shakespeare’s Hamlet”
According to the article, aside from balance
in managing a free and powerful economy,
high standards in education, social safety
nets, and wide acceptance of outsiders, their
status is also being attributed to “hygge”
(pronounced hooga) which “roughly
describes a cozy, convivial sentiment that
involves strong family bonds.”

“The gist of it is that you are not supposed
to have anything to do except let go,” a Dane
said.

Beyond that, the article went on to reveal
that it’s not just about money and that
“benevolence and expressions of gratitude
appear to be subtle but powerful ways to
bring happiness into one’s life and to extend
it.”

Most of the reasons for being happy as
mentioned in the article sound so familiar
and so near to our heart.  Acceptance,
balance, benevolence, gratitude, family,
letting go.

Talking about family, I attended the
community mid year planning in CEFAM and
then a teambuilding session with my team at
work, both in July. I participated in each of
the team exercises. Later, I combined the two
exercises I learned from the two sessions
and applied them in our most recent family
meeting. First, we reviewed our
accomplishments for the first half of the year
versus the goals we wrote down on January
1. Then, we listed down the things we were
grateful for. Each member shared what we
wrote to the rest of us. It did make the kids
realize how blessed we are. Then, on smaller
pieces of paper, we wrote to each other and
either affirmed certain things about the
person, or thanked one for some good thing

The devout cowboy lost his favorite Bible
while he was mending fences out on the
range.

Three weeks later, a cow walked up to him
carrying the Bible in its mouth. The cowboy
couldn’t believe his eyes. He took the
precious book out of the cow’s mouth, raised
his eyes heavenward and exclaimed, “It’s a
miracle!”
“Not really,” said the cow. “Your name is
written inside the cover.”

Dr. Harold Sala writes about the things we
can learn from Moses. While we are
lightyears from Moses, he reminds as that
Moses was just any othre man in the service
of God. I summarized the article from
Guidelines and the three secrets we can take
from Moses:
“The secret of fulfillment in life is
involvement.

When you’re planning on retirement, don’t
plan on checking out with people or with
God’s Word. Give until you don’t have
anything else to give, and then tap into
God’s reservoirs and give some more. This
is what lengthens the meaning and
purpose—and sometimes the years—of life.

The secret of reality in life is humility.

If involvement gives life length, then
humility gives it breadth. Moses presents
us with a beautiful picture of real humanity
mixed with deep humility and genuine
godliness. Moses never believed his own
press reports. He stayed real, believable, and
humble.

done or said sorry for some wrong done.
It was a great meeting. Very therapeutic.
The kids felt very good about our meeting.
So, did my wife and I.

The secret of happiness in life is
perspective.If involvement gives life length
and humility gives it breadth, then
perspective gives life depth. We have no
control over death, but we do have control
over the way we live, right up to the moment
we leave this planet.”

My son and I once got stuck in traffic in C5
and made a decision to try EDSA. We got
stuck in a much bigger traffic jam. Worse, I
got a ticket for making a left in a no-left-turn
corner. Lesson learned: sometimes, don’t
intervene and let go. As they say, let God
direct. I read somewhere that if you are
stressed, maybe that’s what God wants you
to be. In the spiritual health check-up, it
said that “God knows how you feel and that
God knows exactly and with perfection what
is being allowed to happen to you in your
life at this precise moment.”

A bishop, a priest, and a peasant were in a
great rail European cathedral.

The bishop approached the altar rail, beat
on his chest and declared, “I am nothing! I
am nothing!” Then the priest approached
the altar, beat on his chest and declared, “I
am nothing! I am nothing!”

The humble peasant was moved to imitate
the bishop and the priest, so he approached
the altar rail, beat on his chest and declared,
“I am nothing! I am nothing!”

The priest turned furiously and hissed
into the bishop’s ear, “Who the hell
does he think he is?”

“Some folks serve the almighty dollar far more
faithfully than the Almighty God. They get
greater delight out of balancing the budget
than watching the Lord multiply the loaves
and fishes.” - Anonymous

Mella family in Burnham Park, Baguio
City
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God Playing Golf

after a count back. This means that both
Champions and Runners-up in Classes
B and C had both the same net scores
in their respective categories. God was
also generous to the golfers. They all
received raffle prizes. Even the golfer
who drove all the way from Los Banos
went home with two prizes.
 The awarding ceremony was opened
up with a prayer led by Jun Sison. Our
Chaircouple, Levi and Roxanne
Espiritu, welcomed and thanked the
golfers for their participation in the
tournament because their presence in the
game helped raise funds for the outreach
activities of Magis Deo.
The organizers of the tournament who
met every Thursday since June were:

Continued  from page 1...

12 NOON MAGIS PRAYER TIME
Dear Members of the Magis Deo Community,

       The gospel about “The Sower and the Seed” reminded us what we are in a community for.
As members of the community, we are both the sower and the seed and Magis Deo, our community can be likened to the ground.
As servant leaders and shepherds, we are tasked to ensure the maintenance and the cultivation of the good ground in order to allow

good seeds to grow and flourish.
Last July, the servant leaders of Magis Deo, namely the Pastoral Council, Ministry and Sector Heads convened to discuss the

Midyear Review for the first half of this year and further reflected on the remaining plans of the second half of the year.
Truly the harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few. As one of the few laborers, we are constantly faced with difficulties that tend

to challenge one’s resolve to be of continuous service to the community.
Being a servant leader and a shepherd to a flock (be it an ME Class, a BCGG, a Sector, a Committee, a ministry or the whole

community) is an arduous undertaking that requires a strong conviction and a firm commitment to carry out the role. But as human and
imperfect that we are, we too can oftentimes be burdened with our individual difficulties.

We need to sustain and continue to support our servant leaders with prayer and it is in this connection that we would like to install
a 12NOON MAGIS PRAYER TIME specifically for their intention.

As prayer is the tie that continue to binds us as one community, we would like to make the 12NOON MAGIS PRAYER TIME a habit
among all of us, in order to help boost the resolve of each and every servant leader and shepherd in our community to continue their
service with Magis as an offering to God.

Let us continue to PRAY as one community and do our share in sowing our seeds to reap a bountiful harvest.
All for Magis,
Levy and Roxanne Espiritu
Pastoral Council Chaircouple

        WINNERS OF THE 2008 MAGIS DEO GOLF TOURNAMENT
                         September 23, 2008, Philippine Navy Golf Club

                                                                                           Gross Score      Net
Score
Lowest Gross Champion         Mike Magpayo                            68                    —

Class A:  Champion               Jun Pecho                                  81               67
              Runner Up             AC Fernando                              83                68

Class B: Champion                 Jun Sison                                     86                 69**
              Runner Up              William Ng                                87                69
**winner by count back

Class C: Champion                     Mario Dizon                                      97                  72****
Runner Up                           Eric Hernandez                         100             72
****winner by count back
Ladies Division:
              Champion               Jo Barredo                                74                66
              Runner Up              Ting Yupangco                           93               71
Longest Drive                       Jay Dizon (315 yards)
Shortest Drive                       Mario Dizon (110 yards)Over- all Coordinator : Santos, Claro,

Linda
Members:
Llamas; Apin/Chie ; Magpayo; Mike;
Celine; Parada; Leony/Mia; Prieto; Eli;
Edith; Yupangco; Mon/Ting
Photographer:
Ferdie Cruz
Registration:
Djarn Pestano and the members Lowest Gross Champion Mike Magpayo The Organizers
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Fely Santiago KKK
17 Alice Antonio Isaiah 66
18 Labeng Beltran House of David

Paola Llorando ME Class 93
19 Marivi Gonzales CIA/Wisdom

Carmelita Yumol ME Class  81
20 William Ng ME Class 86
21 Alice Go Beatitudes

Adette Nablo ME Class 92
22 Ed Palma Cana

Joy Nunag ME Class 93

23 Lai Macalalag ME Class 87
25 Jo Almodovar ME Class 85
26 Dindo Melaya ME Class 91

Hahnsen Isidro ME Class 94
27 Rachel Abis      Ignatians/Arch. Gabriel
29 Mannie Castillo Thessalonians

Ariel Palomique ME Class 89
Mads Bugayong ME Class 94

30 Louren Dacanay Mustard Seed
Toto Ponce ME Class 94

31 Nelly Panistante ME Class 92

September
02 Shepherds & Ministry Heads Meeeting3 Santuario de San Antonio Parish Office Magis Deo 426-7191
05 Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center OUTREACH Ministry /HOUSE OF DAVID
& CORINTHIANS
6 & 13 PEP-KIDS – P2,000/person (Positive Empowered Parenting for Kids) CeFam CeFam 426-4289
10 Council Meeting Magis Deo Office Magis Deo 426-7191
5-7 Spiritual Deepening Retreat (SDR) P3,500/couple Canossa Retreat House, Tagaytay MEFP 426-4206
12-14 ME – 2 St. Scholastica, Tagaytay MEFP 426-4206
13 Couple’s Night – P300/head HK Sun Plaza, Macapagal Avenue – 7pm Rey/Lucy Mella 805-9371
19-21 Annual Ignatian Retreat (AIR) Sacred Heart Novitiate Joy Uy-Tioco  0917-8166745

Suni Rodriguez 0917-9274750
20-21 Pre-Cana – P4,000/couple CeFam CeFam 426-4289
30 Sector & Ministry Heads Meeting-6 Magis Deo Office Magis De0 426-7191
October
03 Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Praxis Ministry / Psalm 46 & Mustard Seed
4 & 11 PEP-TEENS – P2,000/person (Positive Empowered Parenting for Teens)  CeFam CeFam 426-4289
08 Council Meeting Magis Deo Office Magis Deo 426-7191
18-19 Pre-Cana – P4,000/couple CeFam CeFam 426-4289
25-26 Shepherding 2 (Free) CeFam MEFP 426-4206
November
04 Sector & Minsitry Heads Meeting-7 Magis Deo Office Magis Deo 426-7191
07 Community Recollection & Election for Pastoral Council TBA COMELEC/ ISAIAH 66 & SAMARITANS
8-9 Team Training (Free) CeFam MEFP 426-4206
12 Council Meeting Magis  Deo Office Magis Deo 426-4206
13 Thanksgiving Dinner TBA Joy Uy-Tioco  0917-8166745
14-16 MEW (ME Class 95) – P3,000/couple BLD Covenant House Cavite Ike/Josie Llamas 821-0639
15 Life in the Spirit Seminar (LSS) God Loves Community 10th St New Manila Clyde/Patchot Abapo  838-8553
15-16  Pre-Cana – P4,000/couple CeFam CeFam 426-4289
23 Fr. Ruben’s Birthday
28 Festival of Songs AFP Theater, Camp Aguinaldo, Q.C. MEFP 426-4206

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTHS OF SEP – NOV 2008

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE MAGIS DEO COMMUNITY
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COUNCIL CHAIR COUPLE
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October Birthday Celebrants
1 Gi Valencia ME Class 94

Lark Marking Mustard Seed
Jerry Jimenez ME Class 92

2 Becky Dizon Arch. Gabriel
Lyn Ebardo Philippians
Edwin Tumbaga ME Class 92
Bing De La Paz ME Class 91

3 Georgio Canagasuriam ME Class 86
4 Rhen Hanapin ME Class 92

Bom Vicencio ME Class 93
5 Butch Marking Mustard Seed

Joysie Rodriguez Jeremiah
6 Conrad Fajardo Isaiah 66

Rosy Cortez ME Class 90
7 Pete Nabong Thessalonians

Rose San Pedro Emmanuel
8 Ferdie Cruz Beatitudes

Joel Estrada ME Class 84
Norman Reyes Samaritans
Chris Esparagoza ME Class 90
Danny Dela Cruz ME Class 94

9 Charito Dimayuga Sirach
10 Frank Reyes Philippians

Mhon Buenaflor House of David
11 Edward Pacion ME Class 87
12 Apin Llamas Corinthians
13 Dewey Chua Magnificat

Ed Rada ME Class 89
14 Perry Antonio Isaiah 66

Virgie Abella Mustard Seed
Cora Manuel ME Class 93

15 Tere Cordero Music Ministry
Maine De Vera ME Class 92

16 Eve Bañez Agnus Dei
Bobbit Cruz Thessalonians

October Wedding Anniversaries
7 Odie & Rosy Cortez ME Class 90
8 Marvin & Ma. Joy Daria ME Class 81
10 Albert & Pam Narciso Samaritans

Apolloo & Rose Abuan ME Class 94
14 Arvin & Jo Santos ME Class 93
15 Butch & Joey Vargas ME Class 94
17 Cesar & Marivic Pareja Agnus-Dei
18 Jeff & Marian Muyot ME Class 94
21 Lito & Marlyn+  Gonzales John
22 Joey & Maricel Suarez Cana

Mhon & Jacqui Buenaflor House of
David
27 Camilo & Linda Belmoro Jeremiah

Doy Doy & Lai Macalalag ME Class 87
28 Arnold & Joysie Rodriguez Jeremiah

Dave & Marissa Serrano House of
David
29 Noring & Coring Ollano ME Class 78


