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Poverty and Corruption
Reflecting on the Teaching at the May 8 Community Celebration

The call to be involved in creating
social justice for the poor is one of the
non-negotiables of our Christian faith
(Ronald Rolheiser. The Holy Longing).
And in the Magis Deo Community, there
is no doubt that its members generously
respond to this call to help build
God’s Kingdom in many ways.
Milestones in Magis Deo’s
twenty-year history have always
been directly or indirectly
connected to its concern for the
poor and the marginalized, made
even poorer by calamities or
force of circumstances. We
remember participating in EDSA
I, helping the soldiers and their
families in Bago Bantay after the
coup attempts in 1989, assisting
the earthquake victims in
Anduyan rebuild their town, the
resettlement of Mt. Pinatubo
lahar victims, the on-going sector
outreach projects in GK Multinational,
Pateros and Payatas, and the countless
Suyuans conducted in other
marginalized communities.  Many
members are also engaged in their own
outreach initiatives – providing
scholarships for needy students, dealing
justly and kindly with household helpers,
employees or tenant farmers, actively
engaged with NGOs and people’s
organizations. Magis Deo members
have read the signs of the times,
discerned what was needed at that time
and have responded wholeheartedly.

What are the signs of the times
now? It seems to be the old cliché but

still very much a painful truth. The gap
between the rich and poor is getting
wider - and sadly, true not only in the
Philippines but in the whole world.  Scott
Klinger, a feature writer, notes the
poignant contrast in his article “The

Cavernous Divide” that a recent issue
of Forbes Magazine reported on the
growing billionaires’ list while Time
Magazine’s cover story was on “How
to End Poverty.” He reports that:

It was a good year for the global
billionaires’ club. Their ranks grew to 691,
up 17 percent from the previous year.
Collectively, the wealth of the world’s
billionaires reached $2.2 trillion, up more than
57 percent over the last two years…Poverty
is growing as well. Time reports that nearly
half of the world’s 6 billion residents are
poor. Over one billion of them subsist on
less than $1 a day.

Forbes claims that the billionaires
made it through intelligence and hard
work. But Klinger convincingly shows
that Forbes is wrong.

The chasm between rich and poor is
not a divide between who has intelligence
and drive and who does not. Rather it results
from a society whose rules allow some to
amass wealth greater than could be enjoyed
in a thousand lifetimes, while they deny
others enough money to scrape through just
one lifetime… (Some billionaires’ fortunes
rest upon paying their employees poverty
wages. Such is the case for the Walton
family [numbers 10 through 14 on the Forbes
list]. Wal-Mart is the largest private employer

in the world. Many of its U.S. workers
are so poorly paid that they must rely on
food stamps and other forms of public
assistance to get by.)

Do we see any similarities in the
Philippines?

During last month’s teaching on
Poverty and Corruption during the
community celebration, Rey-lynne
dela Paz of the Transparency and
Accountability Network (TAN)
reported that in the first quarter of
2009 810,000 families experienced
severe hunger often or always,
while 2.9 million households in the
Philippines experienced hunger

once. Equating involuntary hunger to
poverty, one can say that these many
households are so poor that they had to
go hungry at least once in the first
quarter.  (Some are so poor that they
are happy to eat food scraps scrounged
from the garbage of fast food outlets).

Rey-lynne further reported that
according to a 2004 Asian Development
Bank report, one of the major causes of
poverty is “a governance structure rife
with corruption.” According to the 2002
Social Weather Station Survey, 30 to 50
percent of government funds for
procurement and mandated by law to be
used for the benefit of the poor, is lost
because of corruption.
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Poverty ... continued from page 1

A more conservative estimate of
25% loss amounts to P20.5 billion. P20.5
billion is about twice the budget of the
Department of Health, and could have
been used to buy more medicines for
the poor or build new clinics. P20.5 billion
can build 63,000 classrooms and pay for
about 520 million textbooks that will
result in better education for public
school children.

Given this dire scenario, how do we
respond as Christians, as members of
the Magis Deo Community which desires
to help God build His Kingdom here on
earth? Perhaps we are called not only
to alleviate poverty through our current
outreach projects but also to find out
what causes poverty, be counted in the
fight against one of its major causes –
CORRUPTION, and to fight it in a
sustained and deliberate way.

It is so easy to point our fingers at
others and judge them as corrupt.  But
perhaps we can begin the change in
ourselves.  Let us take the time to reflect

on these questions posed by Fr. Ramon
Bautista, SJ, in his book Wood for the Fire:

1. Do we recognize the fact that
indeed there are many sinful
structures in our world today
fostering sinful and evil situations
and hurting many others
(especially the poor and
powerless) as a result?

2. What sinful structures, in
particular, do you see in your work
place and in society in general?

3. Are you part of any sinful
structure(s), contributing directly
or indirectly to its evil and corrupt
ways?

4. How exactly do these sinful
structures hurt and victimize
people?

May we be moved by this reflection
and go beyond ourselves. TAN suggests
ways where we can be involved:
procurement observing, textbook count,
lifestyle checks and medicines
monitoring.  With elections less than a
year away, another way could be to
campaign for leaders who have a track
record for making policy decisions that
directly help the poor.  Or perhaps we
see some similarities between Wal-
mart’s practices and their counterparts
in the Philippines?  Do we want to
patronize businesses such as these?

We can no longer stay on the
sidelines and blind ourselves to the social
sins of today.  As Ronald Rolheiser says,
if we do nothing, we are like the spouse
of an abusive parent who turns a blind
eye to the abuse happening in his/her
family.

By Tina Mossesgeld
Pastoral Council Chair / Cana BCGG

Rey-Lynne
dela Paz of
TAN reports

on the impact
of corruption
on the poor.

May 8 Community
Celebration

Birthday and wedding anniversary
celebrants for the month of May await

their special blessing.

Joey and Butch Vargas drum up support
for the June MEW.

Fr. James Gascon delivers his homily. Tina and Monchito Mossesgeld give an
update on community plans, activities

and accomplishments.

Joy Uy-Tioco is the night’s emcee.
Ferdie Joson and Eli Prieto play “Prize

Awarder” and Game Master, respectively.
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Ascension
Down Here
Sunday Homily - May 24, 2009
Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

Christ’s limited physical presence
ascended into heaven, so that His
unlimited spiritual presence can

be with us anywhere and everywhere,
till the end of time, in a universal,
interfaith way. He then missions us to
go with Him, and make Him physically
present through us, in our lives,
relationships, and work. This is the one
and only meaning of human life: to love
God, as Christ loved the Father, with all
our mind, heart, and spirit – and, as
Christ did, to love our neighbor as we
love ourselves. This is love-in-action, and
not just in words or teachings.

We keep repeating this eternal
message from generation to generation,
but it is so difficult to put it into practice
daily. At times we succeed, and more
times, we fail. Such is the story of human
life. And the punch line of it all is that
Christ never gives up on us! And so, why
should we give up on ourselves? No,
not in our lifetime.

To preach and live this one and only
message of love throughout our days
here on earth, no matter how many times
we may fail. This touches all three levels
of our love-relationships: intrapersonal,
interpersonal, and metapersonal. Let us
reflect on each one more deeply.

Intrapersonal. How do I relate to
myself and the God within me? Do I
really care for myself, so that I keep on
working for my ultimate good as a person
– mind, body, and spirit? Or do I feel
like giving up when I fail in one or the
other? On what do I base my self-worth
or self-esteem as a person? Do I keep
comparing my self to others, so that I
end up feeling inferior compared to
some, and superior compared to others?

Both ways are unhealthy. Each one of
us is created unique. To give and love
in our own, unique best is what will give
us self-esteem. And most of all: to
sustain an inner awareness of God’s
loving presence in living and doing all
the above is what will give us inner
peace. Christ’s divine presence is our
constant companion. This is God’s way.

Interpersonal. How do I relate to
others and the God in each one of them?
By others, we do not mean just the
members of our family, relatives and
friends, and our immediate community
or religious institution – but all our fellow
human beings from different cultures,
religions, and nations. The secret
formula here is in the meaning of the
word intimacy. This can come about if
I set aside a regular, daily period of
personal silence and solitude. There is
no substitute for this.

In my period of silence and solitude,
I gradually become aware of my
intimacy with God and with all human
persons He created. Moreover, I am
able to experience this intimacy with the
rest of God’s creation – the skies, the
sun, the moon, the stars, the waters, the
earth, trees and plants, fishes and
animals, all of nature. So that when I
leave this silence and solitude, I carry
this inner awareness and intimacy
wherever I go, whatever I do, with
whoever I am relating to. Wonder of
wonders. I learn to love the most
unlovable, even my enemies. Is all this
really doable? Yes, it is. God gives each
one of us the personal power to find
Him in everything He has created. We
just have to discipline ourselves in going
into our regular periods of silence and
solitude. Once a day, even just for
twenty minutes or so. This is also the
best way of listening to what the Lord
may be trying to tell us at any given
point in time, especially in our periods
of agony and pain. These periods of
inner intimacy with the Divine Presence
lead us to inner peace and gratitude.

Metapersonal. How do I relate
to social institutions and the God
through them? Here, let me focus on

just one very inspiring and interfaith
movement: the Silsilah Dialogue
Movement, based in Zamboanga City.
Their vision: “In the name of God, the
Fountain and Source of Dialogue,
Silsilah envisions a life-in-dialogue for all
Muslims, Christians, and peoples of other
living faiths in respect, trust and love for
one another, and moving together
towards an experience of harmony,
solidarity and peace.” They recently
celebrated their 25th anniversary, and still
going strong. They are involved in both
action and formation programs.

Their development services include
training on sustainable and indigenous
agriculture, community organizing,
environmental advocacy, and marketing
support for farmers’ produce. Their
formation program, like the one this
summer, includes a four-week, basic
course on “A Dialogical Approach to Islam
and Christianity in the Context of the
Culture of Dialogue, Path to Peace,” a one-
week intensive course on the same; and a
one-week special course on “Distilling the
Best of Religions and Cultures for the
Common Good in Mindanao.”

There are numerous other social
institutions and ministries in our country
which are dedicated to the common
good, starting from our parishes all the
way to national movements. God’s
presence is in each one of them. Am I
actively involved in any such group? If not,
what is holding me back? Let me discern
soon where the Lord may be calling me at
this point in my life. I am called to be with
Christ in all levels of my relationships:
intrapersonal, interpersonal, and
metapersonal. So help me, God.
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EDITORIAL Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program

During a recent meeting of the
Magis Pastoral Council, we were
reminded by our Spiritual Director, Fr.
Tanseco, to be aware about anticipated
deliberations in Congress on the
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform
Program (CARP), to become
informed about it, and, in time, hopefully,
to be heard. It will be recalled that the
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Act
was expiring, but had been extended for
six months (to June 2009). A looming
debate was expected whether to further
extend it, to replace it entirely, or to let it
lapse for good.

Why CARP? Because there is a
great need to help transform the lives
of our rural poor and their overflow into
the squatter communities of our cities.
Because we cannot hope for the
political empowerment of our people so
long as so many of us are mired in
poverty. Land Reform is not the only
one but it is a vital part of our hopes for
the future of our country, and the values
we aspire to realize in Magis Deo.

The countryside is where the greater
number of our people live, especially the
poor. But because of desperate
circumstances, many have flocked to
Greater Metro Manila, only to live in
equally desperate circumstances in
squatter communities. It is the vision of
the Agrarian Reform Program to help
those who have worked the land to
become the owners of that land and
to realize their full potential as productive
citizens of our country. How have we
done in this regard?

Several other countries have
adopted Land Reform programs, or
some mix of land-tenure and agricultural
policies, more recent to our place and
time: China, Japan, Taiwan, Thailand,
and Vietnam. They have become self-
sustaining in rice production and/or major
exporters of rice. In strong contrast, we
have become a major importer of rice

in the world today. A rice-eating nation,
we have been host to the internationally
respected University of the Philippines
School of Agriculture in Los Baños and
the International Rice Research
Institute. These have pioneered the
research and propagation of fast-
growing, high-yielding, disease-resistant
varieties of rice, which have been shared
with the world. Where did we go
wrong in the way we implemented our
country program to be left so far behind
by our neighbors?

The underlying objective of land
reform is to change the pattern of land
ownership from ownership by a few
to ownership by many, through the

forced purchase of the land by
government and its redistribution to
those who work the land – thus to
empower them to become self-reliant,
and productive citizens of our country.

Perhaps more pertinent to the case
of sugar lands, those whose farms were
doing well but were forced to sell
because of CARP came in these cases
face to face with its “preferential
option for the poor.” There are others
whose farms had become marginal
because of the vagaries of farm prices,
pressure of government-decreed wage
increases, sustained growth in the farm
labor force because of families who
whose children cannot find work outside
the farm and cannot be displaced.

For the farms not doing well, the idea
of forced acquisition is a non-issue. The
uncertainty about fair valuation of the
land and prompt payment for it, have
sometimes been an initial concern. In

one case I know, the process took about
5 years from the time the farm was
classified as subject to CARP, i.e.,
“carpable.” Delay in implementation,
once a farm is classified as “carpable”
is “a sword of Damocles” that takes
away the incentive for interim
improvements. Replicated several times
over, it is forgone national production.
In this particular case, however, the
price offered by the Department of
Agrarian Reform (DAR) was fair and
owners given full opportunity to be
heard in the matter of the price for the
land. Payment and full documentation
via the Land Bank of the Philippines
was also handled expeditiously and in a
professional manner. So this is one case
of positive implementation from the
point of view of the original landowner.

Where the CARP appears to have
fallen short of expectations is in the
empowerment of beneficiaries.
Whereas the intent of the program is to
enable the beneficiaries to own the land
and to work out a decent living from it,
some beneficiaries lease out their
newly owned land to operators and work
for the new operator instead. This is
what I understand to have happened in
the example I mentioned above. Lack
of capital, fears about market risks
and weather, physical disabilities or
health of the main breadwinner are
some of the factors behind the decisions
of the Agrarian Reform Beneficiary
(ARB) to lease out their land.

Where CARP appears to
have fallen short of

expectations is in the
empowerment of

beneficiaries.

Tony del Rosario
Council / John BCGG

Continued on page 10
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The idea of raising funds always
creates varied reactions and can elicit
actions and even inactions. But we all
know that for a community to remain alive
and operative we need to be funded in all
our activities, from recruiting couples for
a marriage encounter program to reaching
out to the mission areas.

In the April 2009 issue of our Magis
Newsletter, our Finance Chair couple Gene
and Eve Bañez once again explained where
our monthly dues and love offerings go and
how these funds are utilized to run Magis
Deo in order to fulfill the community’s
mission of bringing God’s kingdom here
on earth and spreading God’s word through
the various ministries.

As mentioned by Gene and Eve, even
if we achieved a 100% collection rate,
these dues and love offerings are not
enough to cover the administration and
ministry expenses of our community. What
have been sustaining us the past several
years are the proceeds of the fundraising
activity we had in 2004 entitled Strike,
Boogie and Par. The funds raised then
were enough to cover the ministry
expenses from 2005 up to this current year.

Last year on June 7, 2008, we once
again embarked on another major
fundraising activity, which we coincided
with the celebration of our 20th year as a
Magis Deo Community. This time we
expanded our network to include more
corporations and individuals to be partners
in our social involvements, namely
Marriage Encounter Weekends and
Outreach Programs. Not only are we
aiming to get more corporations and
individuals to partner with us for this
particular fundraising project; we also hope
to get them to pledge their participation
with us for the next coming years.

Soliciting funds from sources outside
of the community means approaching
prospective benefactors who may have
heard little of Magis Deo or not at all.

Thus the need to familiarize them with what
we do and how we are as a community of
encountered families, in the hope that this
will convince them to support our programs.

Apparently, there is a need to
“market” Magis Deo and promote the
ideals that make the community what it is
today. What better way to accomplish this
than to produce two compelling mediums:
a documentary in the form of a video of
what one needs to know about our
community, and a commemorative book
entitled “Companions” which will
highlight the spiritual journeys of our
community members.

Apart from the fact that these
materials will aid us in convincing our target
donors to partner with us in our community
initiatives, we believe that these materials
will likewise be an appropriate
documentation and timely tribute to the
many instances our being part of the
Magis Deo community has helped
transform married lives, strengthened
family ties and deepened relationships with
God through the past twenty years.

To start the ball rolling, we approached
corporations and individuals we have
personal and professional connections
with. We used the influence of some of
our members who generously lent their
name and gave their time in soliciting funds.
To date, we have already collected cash
and pledges in the amount of One million
three hundred thirty two thousand three
hundred pesos (P 1,332,300).

This fundraising activity will be ongoing
and will run up to 2011, or up to the time
another fundraising activity will be adopted.
From our initial list of donors, we know
that we have barely scraped the bottom
of our resources considering that we have
enlisted the participation of only a few
BCGGs. Thus, we would like to encourage
more involvement from the rest of the
BCGGs, ME Classes and Post LSS
Classes in this activity.

All that our members have to do is to
provide us with their list of contacts and
we will gladly prepare the solicitation letter
that will offer them an opportunity to take
part in our social projects and contribute
to our cause, which is basically marriage
enhancement and family building through
spiritual formation programs and outreach
projects.

Undertaking a fundraising activity can
be equally challenging and frustrating but
we continue to set our sights on what we
hope to accomplish from this initiative and
focus on what the community and its
intended beneficiaries stand to gain in the
long haul.

This whole experience of taking part
in the funds solicitation can likewise be
humbling and inspiring, especially when we
bear witness to varying instances of
generosity, and hear about how some
members would initiate ways to approach
their next door neighbor, their employer and
even their local government official; and
how they would not hesitate to offer their
valued time and share their talents and
resources just to be able to participate in
the activity.

No contribution is too small or too big;
what matters are the gestures and
participation each one offers to make this
fundraising project a real community
undertaking.  We believe that the success
of this project does not rest only on the
effectiveness of the method used or on
the receptiveness of our target donors; its
success lies greatly on the amount of
support and cooperation we get from the
members of the community.

Fundraising is just not a matter of
raising the much-needed funds for
community projects. It is more of how we
use the activity as a chance to be a blessing
to others by sharing what we have, doing
what we know and giving what we can as
one community, for there lies the true spirit
of our MAGIS!

Fundraising as a
Community Endeavor

Levy and Roxanne Espiritu
Chair Couple for the
Committee on Fundraising Project
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Dark skies, pouring rain, a few
people I barely know and three guys
who look too serious to be handling a
bunch of kids this young and restless.
Those are just some of the thoughts
that must have been running through
the minds of the campers who decided
to brave the unkind weather that was
storming Rizal the morning of May 7.
I’ll have to admit, being one of the
“veteran” campers of the group, I came
to the camping grounds with big
expectations. And somehow, this
house-turned-campsite and all these
young strangers standing in front of me
were not at all what I had imagined.

But I wasn’t going to give up that
easily. Despite what I was faced with, I
remembered my main objective, the
reason that I came to help with this camp.
It was because I too, was once a scared

camper unfamiliar with the faces around
me. I too, once had great expectations of
how I’d be spending the next 3 days.
Right there and then at that moment, I
decided that I was going to do everything
in my power to make this an
unforgettable experience for each and
everyone of the campers, as well as for
the kuyas who had organized this camp
for us.

Unlike the past few camps I’ve been
to, this annual Magis camp was not
organized and facilitated by a number of
people from Camp Explore. Rather, the
camp was run (surprisingly smoothly) by
three men from an organization called
Visions and Breakthroughs International.
Camp masters turned into kuyas, forest
and beach grounds turned into a beautiful

rest house, and mostly physical activities
turned into indoor games that brought a
sense of depth and meaning to our days.
Everything was changing. But as they say,
change is good.

Our first day started earlier than
expected. The rain had caused some
outdoor activities to be canceled, and
introduction games were started as soon
as everyone had settled in. Kuya Aris took
the microphone as he taught us to sing
and dance, even making us all laugh as
he danced with the utmost vigor. At one
point, we sat down and made goals and
agreements for the camp. After doing so,
they taught us strategy games wherein
as a whole, we had to relearn the meanings
of cooperation, teamwork, openness,
uniqueness, confidence, etc. After each
game, we would sit down and talk about
how the game went, and what it was that
we had learned. The activities and the
lessons were very enlightening, and
meaningful to a depth without being
boring. I was amazed at how the VBI
kuyas were doing it… and keeping the

campers excited, participative and
behaved… all at the same time.

That night Kuya Joseph told us to
gather chairs as well as comfy cover-
ups because we would be having a film-
showing. We were all tired and sleepy,
but managed to stay up because of the
film, which was entitled Simon Birch.
It was the inspiring story of a man born
only about 2 feet tall, but had a huge
heart to match. It ended tragically with
Simon dying, but his short twelve years
of life were enough to convey an
amazing truth: what really matters is

what’s on the inside: goodness, self-
confidence, heroism and most
importantly… heart. That film left most
of us in awe, some even in tears.

The next day we were awakened
way too early for our taste (let’s just say
we were all hoping for a few more hours

like we usually have), but it was okay
because it was going to be the longest
day. We were put into 3 groups, each
having a “veteran camper” as a co-
facilitator. Patch Tumbocon’s group was
called “Jai-ho”, Pia Tumbocon’s was
called “Pokerface” and my group was
called “Disturbia”. As for the names, all
3 groups coincidentally named their
groups after songs.

The day was filled with more indoor
games, as well as outdoor. The weather
finally let up, answering our prayers and
allowing the different teams to run around
outside and stare at the wonderful view
from the poolside. There was much
teamwork, friendly competition, laughs,
teasing and a whole lot of camaraderie

Summer 2009 Youth Camp
Carline Chua Chiaco, Magis Youth

Continued on page 9
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As members of Magis Deo, we try
to adopt the core values of Stewardship,
Simplicity, Sharing and Service.
However, I am amazed at how diverse
we are in practicing these values.

In Service, we don’t have one
common regular activity wherein most,
if not all, members participate in.
Members’ participation in our M.E.,
Suyuan and Sectoral Outreach activities
remains dismal. In Sharing, we can’t
even fulfill the most central obligation
we have to our community –
membership dues, i.e., our basic way
of saying I BELONG. In Simplicity,
many would even raise an eyebrow on
our “one-solid, one-liquid” practice of
simplicity. During our last annual family
day celebration, there was even a
serious issue on whether we should have
lechon or not due to the prevailing
economic crisis. (On this note, I marvel
at the Boholanos on their passion to go
home to attend their annual fiestas even
if they have to borrow their
“pamasahe.”)

It seems that we have diverse
practices in simplicity, sharing and
service because we bring into our
community our individual past

experiences on how these three S’s are
observed outside Magis Deo. Outside
our community, simplicity, sharing and
service are carried out independently
of one another. For example, in the
business world, donations and expenses
incurred for community outreach
activities are what accountants call “tax
shields,” i.e., items that can be used to
reduce income tax payments.
Community services for these
organizations are treated as any other
business activity, i.e., to minimize taxable
income and to boost profit. They get
back what they have shared through
reduced income tax payments. They
even get the bonus of projecting a good
corporate image and free media
mileage. Simplicity is also an alien word
to them. What they know is cost
reduction or cost effectiveness in order
to boost profit. In our community, we
practice our core values in exchange
for NOTHING.

In Magis Deo, our core values of
simplicity, sharing and service are
entwined with one another. At the same
time, these three S’s are ALL anchored
on our understanding, perception,
acceptance and practice of
STEWARDSHIP. Through Stewardship,
we observe simplicity. Through simplicity,
we can have some degree of “excess”
that we can share. Since, we can share,
we do service. We can’t serve when we
do not share. We can’t share what we do
not have. We can’t have anything to share
if we do not practice simplicity because
of our personal insatiable greed to want
for more. We can’t practice simplicity
without the understanding and acceptance
of stewardship as a way of life.

In the parable of the talents
(Matthew 25:14-30), the servants who
doubled the value of the talents
entrusted to them practiced
stewardship. Simplicity was observed
when the servants returned ALL what
was entrusted to them. Because of
simplicity, they not only had more, they
were given more. With more, they are
able to share and serve. The parable has
also taught us that we have to ensure
God’s gift to us so that they do not go to
waste.

Personally, I have only one core value
– STEWARDSHIP. The other three S’s
of simplicity, sharing and service are just
the resultant desired actions emanating
from the observance of the value of
Stewardship. Without stewardship, there
is no magis/more in simplicity; there is no
magis/more in sharing and service. The
very name of our community, Magis, is
anchored on STEWARDSHIP. Since
STEWARDSHIP is a way of life, I have
to continually seek out its meaning in my
daily activities; that I am a creation of God
and FOR God. This way, I can be more
in simplicity, more in sharing, more in
service and do more for God.

My Core Value in Magis Deo –
Stewardship

(  … the rest just follow )

Eli Prieto, Jr., Council / MFM
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Beloved people of God,

As we conclude the year of St. Paul which the Holy Father
inaugurated on June 29, 2008, we invite the Filipino faithful to
start preparing spiritually for another crucial transition in the
life of our nation—namely, the elections in May 2010. For this
purpose, we are declaring the post-Pauline year (from June
2009 until June 2010) as a year of Prayer and Work for Peace-
Building and Lay Participation in Social Change. By way of
transition, we can draw our inspiration from St. Paul’s timeless
reflections on “Christ as Ambassador of Peace and
Reconciliation” (2 Cor 5: 18-20 & Eph 2:12-18) in order to
dispose ourselves for the next thematic year.

Consecration to the Two Hearts

We will launch this new thematic year by consecrating our
country to the Sacred Heart of Jesus through the Immaculate
Heart of Mary when we celebrate their feast days on June 19-
20, 2009—a few days before the formal closing of the Pauline
Year on the feast of Sts. Peter and Paul, June 29, 2009. This
Year of Prayer and Work for Peace-Building and Lay
Participation in Social Change will begin and end with the feasts
of the Two Hearts (June 2009- June 2010).

Peace-Building

From the wounded Heart of Jesus flowed the grace of
healing and reconciliation. Let this grace flow through us, the
community of Christ’s disciples, into the bloodstream of our
nation. Let it find a concrete expression in serious advocacies
for peace and dialogue, healing and reconciliation amidst conflict-
situations in all possible circumstances of life. Let us all actively
pray and work for peace, following the inspiration of that popular
prayer attributed to St. Francis of Assisi, “Lord, make me an
instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me bring
love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy,” seeking at each time, not so much
“to be consoled as to console, to be understood, as to understand,
to be loved as to love…” and believing firmly that “It is in
giving, that we receive; …in pardoning, that we are pardoned;
…and in dying, that we are born to eternal life.”

While we go on with our pastoral programs in all Church
units and organizations, basic ecclesial communities, parishes,
dioceses, and regions throughout the country, we also ask that
all ecclesial entities all over the country strive to establish and
form groups that can effectively focus their ministry or
apostolate on peace-building and genuine reconciliation through

dialogue, drawing encouragement especially from St. Paul’s
profound insights on these topics. Let us consciously lay the
moral foundations on which we can build a more stable, more
mature Philippine society. Let this foundation be not just a change
of leaders or a change of social and political structures, but
above all, a radical change of heart, commending ourselves to
Jesus and his Blessed Mother as we entreat them to “…make
our hearts so like to (theirs) that we may holy be!”

Lay Participation in Social Change

For the past few months now, we have noted a mounting
call for “moral regeneration” in our country. Not only do we
welcome this; we your pastors are encouraged by the fact that
this call has been coming mainly from the laity. You know that
we have sounded this call too many times already in the past.
Perhaps because this task is expected of us, there has been a
tendency to take it for granted that we are also to carry it out
by ourselves. One journalist wrote in a commentary recently,
“The task of moral regeneration is too big to entrust to religious
leaders alone.” We couldn’t agree more.

As your pastors, we exercise spiritual and moral leadership
as regards our communal and ecclesial life in our parishes and
dioceses throughout the country. But we cannot just extend
that leadership into the spheres of politics and governance, in
business and economics, in the sciences and the mass media,
etc., without running the risk of being misconstrued as engaging
in power-play or over-extending our sphere of influence beyond
our offices. The participation of the laity in moral leadership
pertaining to every specific discipline and institution in the
Philippine society is most essential, if we want the Gospel and
the social teachings of the Church to have a tangible and positive
impact at all on our life as a nation.

We challenge our Catholic laity, in particular, to take the
lead in the task of moral renewal towards a deeper and more
lasting change in the Philippine society. We challenge all lay
people involved in politics to renounce corruption and bond
together in the task of evangelizing politics for effective
governance and the pursuit of the common good. We challenge
the laity involved in legislation to unite themselves and
consciously allow their actions to be guided by the truth of the
Gospel and the Christian faith. We urge the Catholic lay people
involved in legitimate business to organize themselves and
consciously practice their trade with a strong sense of corporate

Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines

Year of the Two Hearts for Peace-Building
and Lay Participation in Social Change

(A Pastoral Exhortation)

Continued on page 9
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social responsibility informed by the social teachings of the
Church. We enjoin all Catholic law enforcers to form
associations among themselves that consciously renounce
violence, respect basic human rights, and truly work for the
preservation of peace and social order. We call upon the Catholic
laity involved in social communications and the modern mass
media to form networks among themselves that can articulate a
genuinely Christian ethics in their practice of their profession.
We urge every Catholic lay person to give a concrete expression
to Christian discipleship through responsible citizenship.

Prayer

In closing, may we ask that we start praying the following
prayer at least every Sunday after communion in all Catholic
churches and chapels all over the country from June 2009 to
June 2010:

O Sacred Heart of Jesus, the reality of our deeply
wounded and broken country impels us to respond with
new urgency to the most pressing problems of our times.
We are a broken people; our hearts are fragmented
and we are discouraged. We need Your Heart, O Lord,
as we seek to be made whole.

Rooted in our faith in You and love for our country,
we want to participate in Your work of
transformation of persons, families, organizations,
and society. Through the transforming power of the
love of Your Heart, we draw a new dynamism, a
strong inspiration, a fire, which can change and
transfigure our lives as individuals and as a nation.

(please pause for a specific intention)
Love of the Heart of Jesus, give us courage and patience.
Wisdom of the Heart of Jesus, teach us to pray and to act
with hope and charity at all times. Amen.

Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us.
Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us.

May Jesus, the Source of Divine Mercy, and His mother
Mary accompany us in our work of peace-building, and social
and moral regeneration.

For the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines,

ANGEL N. LAGDAMEO, D.D.
Archbishop of Jaro
President, CBCP
April 19, 2009
Feast of Divine Mercy

Year of ... continued from page 8

amongst the campers. Finally, the ice was broken and everyone
was just looking forward to having fun with each other.

One of the highlights of the 2nd day was eating lunch “boodle
fight” style (eating with our hands, sharing food from one big
banana leaf). Other highlights included water games, especially
one where we got the kuyas from VBI to take part in it as well.
It was fun knowing that everyone was enjoying the camp.

The 2nd day concluded with a bonfire. Never in my life
before had I seen a bonfire built with such precision and
architectural structure; I was thoroughly impressed. But because
of the immensely strong winds, the bonfire quickly grew and
threatened to give anyone within 10 feet of it a free sauna. It
was HOT! Everyone enjoyed the homemade smores, the hotdogs
and the marshmallows. And for that, we have the patient cooking
mamas, Tita Susan and Tita Abby, to thank!

The 3rd day was some more indoor activities, and a treasure
hunt. The groups raced from venue to venue, using clues as
accelerants to their already blazing speed and iron will to win
the contest. In the end, scores were announced and the winners
were awarded. Tita Abby then surprised campers and the VBI
kuyas alike with a box of chocolates… yum! And when the
camp activities sadly came to an end, both our team of campers
as well as the kuyas of VBI shared 3 things: first was a
newfound knowledge of each other, as well as of how we
would deal with life after leaving the camp with a fresh new
mindset full of positive ideas; second was a heaviness of heart
because camp was finally over and we’d have to part ways;

and last but the best, was a giant amount of over a gazillion
pictures, because following the formal ending of the camp, the
campers and VBI kuyas took part in what I would say was a
very creative and fun photo shoot around the place.

This camp taught me that even if I am considered a “veteran
camper,” and even if I was the oldest at camp (not considering the
kuyas), an old dog CAN be taught new tricks. I went to camp
expecting the same old activities, with the same old processing.
But the camp surprised me. It had new people, new activities,
new meanings and new experiences for me. I guess each camp is
a wonderful experience and a special memory for me, each distinct
in its on way. This year, there were a few things that made it
memorable for me: gaining new friendships and strengthening the
bonds of old ones; the chair society (the group who hung out on
the back porch admiring the view, at the same time, all with cell
phones in hand during breaks); photo-shoots by the jacuzzi and
“jungle” by the pool, eating with our hands, and most of all…
(ALL campers will agree with me) how could we EVER forget
that remix of a known classical song that they’d play to get us to
come back for the next activity? I don’t think that that song will
ever really leave our minds.

This camp not only met my expectations, it surpassed them.
I was pleasantly surprised at the impact that such a simple
camp made in my life and in my new friends. What started out
as a dark sky quickly turned sunny side-up.

They say a picture is worth a thousand words. Tell you what,
I can bet that we’ve got AT LEAST a few hundred pictures.

Summer 2009 ... continued from page 6
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Comprehensive ... continued from page 4

CARP is intended to be the
vehicle for change and progress in the
rural countryside. Because of the
continuing lack of support services
needed to make the land productive the
situation of the ARBs can become
worse instead.

As Farm Laborers before CARP,
ARBs could look to wages from the
landowner to pay for the next meal. As
Landowners they have to look for the
means to pay for their next meal while
waiting for their harvest. As reported
by Cherilyn Herrera in the Business Star
(04/22/2009), they must go to their Local
Government Units (LGU) for rice
support (and I suppose) to the local
usurer to borrow, to plant, and to
survive. Meanwhile, the principal
sources of LGU revenues are the
Internal Revenue Allotments (IRA) and
real property taxes. As CARP begins
to be implemented in various areas, the
ARBs do not or cannot afford to pay
the real property taxes on their newly
acquired land. This puts further pressure
on LGU finances. ARBs are also
expected to pay the Land Bank for the
land the DAR assigned to them. Is it
any wonder that the new ARB
eventually feels compelled to lease

out his newly acquired plot of land and
to work it for someone else?

The situation puts the LGUs into a
condition of continued dependence on
Imperial Manila for the release of their
IRAs, and the beneficiary of CARP on
his LGU, his political patron, or,
eventually to just sell his vote? The
hope for transformation is only

partially achieved, NOT because of
the dream but because of the failure
to provide appropriate, adequate, and
timely support. How much longer can
the dream be denied?

Years ago, I read that the
Philippines was relatively favored by the
less concentrated pattern in the
ownership of its agricultural land. There

have been glaring exceptions, of course,
to this perception. I am not current on
the present situation today. Solita Collas-
Monsod’s column entitled “Where
CARP failed” which appeared in the
Inquirer on May 23, 2009, gives an
indication of it (bearing in mind that
CARP land distributed to ARBs are
limited to 6 hectares per beneficiary).
In this context, CARP
accomplishment is 80% of target
(inclusive of government lands) but less
than 20% for LADs  (lands for
acquisition and development). For
LADs based on crops it is less than
6% remaining or 94+% done for palay
and corn; less than 11% remaining or
89+% done for coconut lands; less than
3.5% remaining or 96.5+% done for
pineapple; less than 2.5% remaining or
97% done for bananas. It is in sugar
lands where 39% of LADs remain
(and presumably 61% has been done).
Mrs. Monsod notes that “agrarian reform
has actually succeeded for the most
part… except where sugar land is
concerned… and has failed the most
in Negros Occidental… where the
focus of the reform effort should be.”

From the foregoing cursory review, I
see CARP consisting of several
components. The LAND, the PEOPLE,

Continued on page 11

Magis Deo Cup Bowling Tournament

Date: July 12, 2009; 9 am until after lunch.
Venue:  E-Lanes, Ortigas Ave. corner Madison St.,

Greenhills, San Juan.
Entry forms: These will be distributed through the BCGG
Heads. Interested members can accomplish then submit
the forms to their BCGG Heads/Class Shepherds or e-mail
them to  to  the Magis Deo Office or to Atty. Cesar Pareja
(races21@yahoo.com)
Team composition: Via drawing of lots during the event
date after the completion of registration. Teams will be
balanced as much as possible; each team will be headed
by a regular member of the Magis Deo Bowling Team that
competed in the MEFP Bowling Competitions.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Magis Newsletters Online

The Magis Newsletters are now online.
You can read, download and print current and past issues
by logging on to  www.magisdeo.org    When the Magis
Deo home page is displayed, click on Archived
Newsletters on the blue column on the left.
Alternatively, you can directly access the newsletters by
logging on to  http://balmorisoftware.com/magisdeo
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Clyde Abapo, Jeremiah BCGG
SCENES AND SIGNS OF FAITH

One sunny day during the Holy
Week, I read an article about infinity.
What makes it significant for me is its
religious implication in the context of our
faith and belief. We are told that reading
the Gospel does not necessarily mean
understanding every word and message
that goes with it. The important thing is
to focus on any word or phrase that
strikes us to the core of our being. I
pondered upon the word for quite some
time and made a mental recollection of
the mathematical definition of infinity.
In equation form it is 1/0 =     (infinity).
This simply means that as you continue
to divide one by a number approaching
zero (example: 0.01, 0.001, 0.0001 and
so on) the resulting quotient becomes
bigger and bigger and immeasurable.
Unless you are a mathematician or
scientist, you’ll find the formula or
equation meaningless. As I look deeper
at the equation, there seems to be a
profound message of inspiration and
guidance from the One above. Here it
is:

1/0 expresses a relationship between
man and God. We are nothing without
God. However, His infinite goodness and
unconditional love makes us realize that
He never stops for us to stay connected.

The bar or dividing line is a reminder
that we are sinners, which separates us
from God and therefore we should do
something about our sins.

The equal sign simply means that
we are all equal in the eyes of God.

The infinity sign is a number 8 lying
down, which stands for the death and
resurrection of Jesus in order to save us.

The whole equation is John 3:16.
*  *  *

Here are some scenes to ponder
about.
1. One day a brown butterfly got inside

my parked van and perched at the
instrument panel in front of me. It
must have flown for some time and
needed rest. I let it be and did not
pay close attention because it was
not as beautiful as the yellow-red-
black butterflies I am used to
seeing. However, upon close
inspection, I saw the intricate design
and variety of color shades from
light to deep brown on its wings. The

left wing is a mirror replica of the
right wing. The butterfly is a wonder.
But it is not created in the image and
likeness of God.

2. Students in the medical profession
usually practice simple laboratory
experiments such as operating on
animals. They dissect frogs so they
can see the actual heart, lungs and
internal organs and thereby learn
from experience. In our shell craft
business, we also try to cut the
seashells in different sections so that
we will know which part gives a
colorful pattern and attractive
design. They then become accent
pieces for necklaces and home
decor. There is always something in
God waiting to be discovered.

3. In the darkness of the night, in an
isolated place without electricity,
have you ever viewed the heavens
and wondered about the twinkling
stars? The sky is even sometimes
punctuated by falling stars and
speeding meteorites. This is an
example of intimacy with God.

4. Have you experienced a consoling
effect when praying or meditating
inside a vigil room where Jesus is
present in the Holy Eucharist?

the WAY they are organized in order to
provide ARBs a decent, fulfilling life in
this world. From where I sit, CARP is still
a work in process. System change,
including the forced transfer of ownership,
is not enough and certainly not
empowerment if the ARBs are simply
to be left on their own after possession
of the land is turned over to them. The
process must be calibrated with the
enabling resources and technical support
needed and the complementary
agricultural policies to enable the ARBs
to function as viable economic units in a
globalized world. In the case of the rice
sector, local prices are depressed to favor

the consumer, only to subsidize imported
rice because the farmer did not produce
enough. When a bumper crop is achieved,
there is not enough warehousing space to
store it and even out the supply to the
market. Even when there is space, it is
the miller or rice trader who benefits. And
even in the more favorable circumstances,
the farm-to-market roads are inadequate
or not in place, thus increasing the
delivered cost of agricultural products.

In the case of the sugar industry, it is
simplistic to assume that Negros
Occidental is against land reform. To begin
with, many are not large landowners.
Perhaps one, two or three generations ago,
some of them may have been part of a

large landholding family. Globalization,
looming elimination of import duties on
sugar, often subsidized by the exporting
country producers, high input costs of labor,
fertilizers, operating capital, transport and
milling costs combined with low market
prices are making domestic sugar
production an increasingly marginal
proposition. I am confident that fair
valuation, prompt and assured payment
without “lagay” will assure active
responses to CARP. This means that to
empower the ARBs, CARP land, in
hand, will only be a beginning. They will
need sustained support, including the
introduction of new ways, and new crops
in the utilization of the land.

Infinity

Comprehensive ... continued from page 10
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They came in droves, all 98 of
them, almost all with their mothers in
tow. And why not? May 10, 2009, was
Mother’s Day, after all. They came not
to celebrate Mother’s Day but to hold
on to their caring mothers’ arms as they
go through the process of being boys to
men. Yup, you guessed it, ‘twas
circumcision day! The time kids
dreaded most but they knew they had
to undergo, lest they be the butt of jokes
among their friends and peers, especially
in their high school days.

Barangay Sta. Ana of Pateros
played host to the “Operation Tuli”
outreach program of BCGG Corinthians
headed by shepherds Apin/Chie
Llamas. The members who came and
supported in full force were Jun/Mila
Sison, Regie/Daisy de Guzman, Ciel/
Manette Yap, Roland/Belle Tiongson,

Leo/Marilyn Soliman, Ruby Pizarro,
Beng Pascual, and Arnel/Bernie Isip.
The Tiongson kids, Anton, Marco and
Rico, were of great help in containing
and keeping the order of sequence of
patients. Apin’s and Chie’s eldest, Toots,
a registered nurse with a BSC-BM
degree, assisted together with two other

nurses. The Suyuan tribe of Pateros
headed by Mang Francing were all over;
from registration to cleaning to sterilizing
to running errands to what have you. I
tell you, these guys were amazing, to
the delight of their Mother Hen Daisy.

Always outnumbered but never
outfought, Dr. Edmund Dazo, son-in-law
of Jun and Mila, led a team of 22 young,
dedicated doctors and
nurses from The
Medical City who
performed the
operations. Boy, are
they good! With their
precise surgical skills
and good looks, these
young guns could give
the Grey’s Anatomy
guys a run for their
money. How good, you

ask? It was all over in
less than 4 hours. And
to think that all of them
hadn’t slept, coming
from their night shift
from the hospital. Our
hats off, docs and
nurses, and our heartfelt
thanks.

The youngest to go under the knife
was about 10 yrs old and the oldest was
16. The 16-year old patient made us
guys insecure, if you know what I mean.
The operation flowed smoothly, kudos
to Dr. Edmund Dazo’s conduction. This
guy is not only a great surgeon but also
a wizard in budgeting. He managed to
utilize our supply of medicines and other
stuff to the last drop. God bless Pascual
Laboratories for supplying the

medicines, and Mother and Child Corp.
for giving free lectures on how to safely
treat wounds.

Beng was busy on logistics, Ruby
and Arlene Sison-Dazo made sure all
instruments used were sterilized and
hygienic. Belle and Bernie were
dispensing the medicines for the patients’
post operation medication, complete with

instructions. Marilyn and Chie
developed leg cramps shuttling the
four floors of the building. Manette
and Mila took care of the food for
the group, making sure all had their

fill. Daisy supervised the movements of
Pateros group. Ciel took care of the
registration. Apin assisted on pharmacy.
Regie was likewise focused on the
Pateros gang. Roland never left the
operating room. Jun, Arnel and Leo
provided the moral support. It was beautiful
and satisfying seeing all pitching his/her
share of duty. A glimpse of how Corinthians
work, modesty aside.

Remember Anton, the Tiongson kid?
He provided us with laughter with his
innocent antics that lightened a serious
and delicate chore. Toots performed the
symbolic last operation that sent the
crowd cheering afterwards.

And to keep the entire crew filled,
the supplies of Jollibee burger and fries,
kalamay and biko, balut, coffee, juice,
mineral water, and home made
sandwiches were in abundance. A small
reward for a job well done.

Boys to Men
Leo Soliman, Corinthians BCGG

Dr. Edmund Dazo (leftmost) with resident
doctors and nurses from Medical City

Corinthians Ciel Yap, Chie Llamas,
Leo Soliman and a Sta. Ana Barangay
official, with Pateros children.

Doctors at work.
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Another Badjao Story

I have already introduced the
Badjao beggars in my article last
December 2008. My friends and
officemates know my encounters with
the ruthless street kids and one
officemate shared her own encounter.

She was on a jeepney en route to
Alabang from Pasay Rotonda. It was
quite a long journey so my officemate
had nothing better to do but watch the
goings-on inside the jeep. The driver was
still collecting the fare; almost everyone
had paid already, except
for three passengers
seated towards the end.
The driver goes, “O,
‘yung mga hindi pa
nagbabayad diyan ha.
‘Yung mga nasa dulo.”
One of the three unpaid
passengers, probably
disconcerted by the
unforgiving looks of the
other passengers,
shouts boldly, “Badjao
kami!” The driver, along
with everyone else, was
completely shocked.
With no one in particular
to converse with, the
driver, as Filipino drivers often do, starts
complaining aloud about the difficulties
of his job, inconsiderate passengers, oil
prices, the economic situation and other
things. “Ikaw na nga itong
kumakayod, nagtatrabaho nang
mahusay, ikaw pa itong nadadaya at
nalulugi. Eh ano kung Badjao?
Kapag Badjao ba libre?” The jeep
slides into a gas station and the driver
fills its tank. When it was time to pay,
and the driver was face to face with the
gas station attendant, he says, “Badjao
ako.” I couldn’t help but snicker at the
driver’s wit as my officemate regaled
her story. The gas boy got utterly
confused. Fortunately, the driver wasn’t
as mean as he seemed, and paid for the
fuel.

Kimi Abapo, Magis Youth in the seat in front of me. She only had
a hundred peso bill on her and used it to
pay her fare. It was morning so the
driver didn’t have change for her yet.
(Barya lang sa umaga, remember?)
Knowing it was an old woman, which
therefore further reduced the fare with
a senior’s citizen discount, the driver
returned the hundred to the lola instead.
Uncomprehending, the lola insisted on
paying her fare, passing back the bill
towards the driver. One of the
passengers beside lola said to her with
finality, “Libre na daw po kayo, Lola.”
And at this, the lola pronounces,

“Salamat ha.” I almost
cried.

Cultural Icons?

What all this is trying
to say is, at the bottom
strata of Filipino society,
there are people who might
very well be
unsophisticated and ill-
mannered, as concluded by

those who don’t know better or lack
adequate exposure to them, but are also
naturally good people. Despite their lack
of refinement or polished social conduct,
their raw humanity is simply what drives
them to be good persons. Their
circumstances may call for them to
prove otherwise but the fact that they
transcend this is certainly
commendable. Perhaps the role of
Christianity in our nation is a critical
factor to the moral upbringing of the
less-fortunate, but even without its
strong influence, these people are just
evidently kindhearted. Perhaps our
culture shapes this characteristic in us
as well, but in the end, it is still up to
each person to uphold it.

No one can ever call them stellar
role models for good social etiquette, but
we can certainly view them as good
cultural icons for Filipino hospitality and
diligence. Love them or hate them,
Filipino jeepney drivers, barkers, tricycle,
taxi, bus, and pedicab drivers, for that
matter, are here to stay.

Filipino Jeepney Drivers

I don’t think jeepney drivers are
appreciated enough here in the
Philippines. For me, they are one of the
most multi-tasking people in the world.
Imagine, they not only drive, they also
collect the fare, from receiving the
money, calculating how much it should
be, up to giving out the change. Aside
from that, they have to remember their
stops, with accompanying directions for
passengers who don’t know the way and
ask that they be dropped off at a certain
point. And to top that, they can still do
monologues or converse with

t h o s e
in the front seat,
or react to radio
shows! Let’s
admit it, jeepney
drivers are quick
and smart, how
they can deftly
maneuver their

bulky vehicles in between lanes and
elsewhere is a skill only they are brave
enough to use (albeit to the detriment of
private vehicle drivers).

They may not always go to the side
to unload passengers, or would stop in
the middle of the road to talk with the
driver of the jeepney on the other lane
(while you cringe and pull your hair
because you’re already late), but they
can also be surprisingly compassionate.
Sometimes I wonder just how much the
drivers actually take home, after
deducting toll fees, the cuts of the
terminal and the barkers, the occasional
alms, and let’s not forget – the
uncollected fares. I remember one time
I was on the jeepney; and this lola was

A Tribute to the
Under-appreciated

Jeepney Driver



June 2009
1414141414 MagisMagisMagisMagisMagis

Rey Mella, Council / Cana BCGG
SPIRITUAL TIDBITS AND HUMOR Simplicity is Beauty

Continued on page 15

I have always known my wife to be
an inherently good person. She makes an
even greater wife. She is a simple woman
and has simple needs and rarely buys or
uses expensive items or things unless
given as a gift. So, whenever I know she
wants something, I make an effort, and,
in fact, go out of my way to afford certain
things that she wants to have.

She watches American Idol, and last
year, fell in love with David Cook, the
winner in Season 8. So, when I learned
that David Cook was coming with runner-
up David Archuleta to do a concert, I
decided that she would watch the
concert. The date of the concert,
however, fell on the same date as the
scheduled LSS. She had been looking
forward to attending this LSS, having
missed the previous schedule, and one of
our couple-lambs is also attending the
LSS. So, after a quick discussion, she
decided that it was not meant to be.

But, a week before the concert and
the LSS, we learned that the LSS got
canceled. So the discussion to watch the
concert again came up. Since the price
of the concert tickets kept coming up in
the decision-making process, I offered to
pay for half the cost.

During the “deliberations” with my
daughter, my wife just kept saying it’s
too expensive. She finally made up her
mind that she would forgo watching her
idol. Even my offer was nicely rejected.
That was it.

A few days later came the news that
David Cook and David Archuleta would
make a TV appearance in the TV station
where our eldest daughter works. It was
not as easy as we thought but luckily my
daughter was able to get 2 tickets to get
her and her mother to watch the TV
appearance. Even with just Archuleta
eventually showing up and not the main man,
Cook, my wife was happy.

I have always believed that God works
in wondrous ways. And He proved it one
more time. At the TV program with
Archuleta, two names were drawn to get

tickets for two to the Cook/Archuleta
concert. My wife won one of the two. My
wife is great. God is just greater.

***
At work, simplicity is one of my

approaches. I have learned over the years
that when systems, procedures and
business processes are simple, they are
easier to follow and smoother to execute.
So, I go out of my way in simplifying
things and making things easier for
people.

***
Someone once said that simplicity is

beauty. I associate being simple with
being natural. People say that when
you’re a natural (at something); you’re
good and can excel. They also say that
when you are true to yourself, you are
better off than acting the person you are
not. I also thought being natural is
beautiful. Being natural is also being closer
to how you were created. Isn’t it the reason
why all babies are beautiful?

***
The Grand Canyon, Niagara Falls

and Boracay are three of the most
beautiful places I have been to. They are
simply beautiful. They are natural. They
are also God’s creation.

A big, big, big hole. Huge volume of
water dropping from a body of water in
a high place to another body of water
below. Pristine clear water and white
sands. All beautiful… all natural… all
God-created.

***
How about me? Am I not supposed to

be beautiful as well? Unblemished,
untainted and in my most natural state, I
was. With sin and with life’s trials and
tribulations, I went farther away from my
original state and became nowhere near
being beautiful. In fact, one of those times,
someone told me of something I did,
“That’s really out of character!” As I get
connected and closer to my Creator, I
become more natural, more Christ-like,
more beautiful I should say.

***

I protect my family with life
insurance, my home with fire insurance
and pest control. Recently, the entire
family had the flu vaccine. We take
vitamins and antioxidants daily to protect
ourselves from free radicals that could
make us sick. We put sun block to protect
ourselves from the sun’s beta rays that
can possibly cause skin cancer. I wear a
life vest when I go snorkeling. I avoid
extreme sports where my life may be
endangered.

To protect myself from the evil one, I
pray, sometimes, a lot. I try to do good as
much as I can in an attempt to insure myself
a place in heaven. I avoid places where I
can possibly sin. I keep myself busy so the
devil cannot come into my mind and space.
I keep thinking about my God and staying
in His fold. As much as I can, I converse
with him. All these I do as a form of
insurance and protection.

***
A recent issue of Time magazine had

this on its cover and lead story:  How Faith
Can Heal. The article discussed about “the
biology of belief: science and religion argue
all the time, but they increasingly agree on
one thing: a little spirituality may be very
good for your health.”

I thought I’ve always known that and
that the magazine was rather late in its
recognition of God being the Great Healer.
I did not need to be reminded by the
article that it does take a lot of faith in
God to get healing. As my naturopath-
doctor-friend, Dr. Lao, would say, “A good
number of those who come to me with
stage 4 cancer with a lot of faith and hope
do live on and survive. Most of those who
don’t, in less than 3 months, simply
deteriorate and die.”

***
There were three men who died and

before God would let them into heaven, God
gave them a chance to come back as
anything they wanted.

The first guy said, “I want to come
back as myself, but 100 times smarter.”

So God made him 100 times smarter.
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Simplicity ... continued from page 14

The second guy said, “I want to be
better than that guy, make me 1,000 times
smarter.”

So God made him 1,000 times smarter.
The last guy decided he would be the

best. So he said, “God, make me better than
both of them, make me 1,000,000 times
smarter.”

So God made him a woman.
***

It’s 2 o’clock in the afternoon. I feel
so spent. As if I am a drooping old
lady slowly losing my energy, and my

passion to accomplish things that are
pleasing to my dear Jesus has ebbed
unnecessarily. It has been like this for
weeks now. I look far and beyond what
my eyes can see, trying to recognize a
message in the horizon telling me what
I must do. My bubbly self seems to be
losing its spirit and becoming sedate as
hours and days pass by. What is the
matter with me?

It’s 3 o’clock in the afternoon. It has
been six months since I wrote the
p a r a g r a p h
above. I no
longer feel like a
drooping old
lady with no
energy and with
a passion slowly
fading away.
No, I don’t feel
that way
anymore. My
energy is back and my passion for life is
at its peak once more. I am kept busy
by my varied works in the community,
in my healing profession, in my family
and in my volunteer works. And I know
that the Lord is pleased with me. But I
am still as restless as before. What is
the matter with me!

It’s 4 o’clock early in the morning…
and it has been four years after I wrote
the paragraph above. I was in deep
conversation with my sweet Jesus,
telling Him about the events that

What is
the matter
with me?

transpired the day before, sharing with
Him my frustrations, enumerating the
tasks I have accomplished and how I
carried them out the way that I think
would be pleasing to Him. Then I asked
what He wanted me to do on this day
and the next and the next… then I felt I
heard my own voice saying “be joyful.”
Was that I speaking? Did I say that?
Why did I say that? What does it mean?
Is it not evident that I am happy? What
is the matter with me?!!

I went on a one-on-one spiritual
retreat one day and there I realized what
is truly disturbing me….

I desired to be good in every
vocation I find myself involved in – as a
daughter, wife, mother, friend, employer,
neighbor, healer, counselor and leader.
And in many instances I felt exhausted
loving the unlovable, understanding the
unconcerned, giving charity to the
uncharitable, forgiving the indifferent,
reconciling the stubborn ones and
humbling myself to the proud. These
were the times that I felt like an old lady
with no more energy and passion to go
on living. But then again, as life
continued to move on, I regained, lost,
and regained once more my inner
strength and I carried on with my noble
desire to be good to please the Lord.
But still peacefulness evaded me.
Something was wrong.

In that retreat, I was made to realize
that the reason I felt tired and drained
being “good” is because I do praiseworthy
things because I wanted to be on the “good
side” of the Lord. I carried out those
apparently righteous tasks without truly

realizing and understanding the nobility of
the tasks. Thus there was no real, lasting
joy felt while performing and after
completing the tasks. What I felt and what
I was manifesting was superficial “feeling
good” happiness. I realized that it is not
enough to aim to be on the “good side” of
the Lord; it is not enough that I am willing
and be totally generous in giving my time
and effort to think good, talk good, and do
good. These can only give me fleeting self-
satisfaction, not an enduring tranquility and
joyfulness, which could be the reasons for
my restlessness.

I learned after days of self-
examination that what I
need to lay to rest is my
desire to please the Lord
in order that I will be in
His keeping, for Him to
take care of me, for
Him not to abandon me
and for Him to listen and
grant my petitions. It is
my selfish desire to be
loved by God and be
taken cared of by Him

in return that held back the flow of
genuine peace, contentment and joy into
my heart. My retreat led me to another
path of living my life – that of a life of
selflessness.

Years after, I realized that I have
fully unearthed and brought forth into my
consciousness the real and sublime
reason for my desire to be good. It is to
give more glory, honor and praise to God
and to quench Jesus’ thirst for souls –
nothing more and nothing less.

Today, I continue in my struggle to live
a selfless life. Despite all difficulties, I
became aware of the peacefulness, the
joyfulness and the unconditional lovingness
that are moving stealthily into me and are
now becoming the true core of my
personality – even in my times of
frustrations and sadness, and even in my
worthlessness.

The author, a good friend and a
member of the Magis Deo Community,
wishes to remain anonymous. – RCD
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June Birthday Celebrants
1 Delsa Sangalang Psalm 46-Samaritans
3 Cora Buenaventura Kapatiran Kay Kristo

Chito Babaran Magnificat
4 Cora De Guzman ME Class 89

Ochie Antalan ME Class 95
7 Jhun Coronel Magnificat
8 Vivian Martin ME Class 95
9 Ciso Cayabyab Philippians
10 Wilson Chua ME Class 90
12 Lilian Collado Mustard Seed
13 Manette Yap Corinthians
14 Bernie Abis Archangel Gabriel

Krissy Jamora ME Class 92
Jane Palomique ME Class 89
Paul Puthenpurekal ME Class 95

16 Ramie Santos Psalm 46-Samaritans
17 Dada Santiago ME Class 86
18 Rodolfo Lubguban Magnificat
19 Jang Estrada Emmanuel
20 Sally Chua Chiaco John
21 Marlyn Tioseco ME Class 95
23 Charlie Ng Sy Agnus Dei

Jon Sta. Maria ME Class 90
24 Belle Tiongson Corinthians

Rose Arnaiz Psalm 46-Samaritans
25 Jopi Faderguya ME Class 92
29 Leony Parada Psalm 46-Samaritans
30 Joey Suarez Cana

June Anniversary Celebrants
  1 Domeng & Zarah Gagatiga Mt. Olivet

Jhun & Daisy Talla ME Class 86
  4 Bobbit & Precy Cruz Thessalonians

Jimmy & Mariz Rosit ME Class 91
  8 Greg & Marissa Dizon Archangel Gabriel
10 Felix & Rita Brawner Sirach
12 Anchit & Sally Chua Chiaco John

Ike & Josie Llamas Genesis-House of David
Cesar & Delsa Sangalang Psalm 46-Samaritans

13 Lito & Jet Quimel Exodus
14 Mon & Ting Yupangco ME Class 90
17 Ted & Susan Concepcion Archangel Gabriel
18 Jun & Vina Arcenal Isaiah 66

Jerry & Dianne Jimenez ME Class 92
20 Ronnie & Jean Claud Ambe Sirach
21 Clyde & Pachotte Abapo Jeremiah
22 Boy & Yoling Sevilla John
24 Jhun & Ellen Coronel Magnificat
25 Jun & Cora Ona Archangel Gabriel
26 Menandro & Fely Redual Jeremiah

Tony+ & Flor Pison Micah 6:8
Eugene & Ethel Araullo ME Class 90

27 Tony & Aida Del Rosario John
28 Ariel & Maan Masungsong ME Class 95
30 Ed & Claire Palma Cana

Calendar of Activities - June to August 2009
June
02 Shepherds & Ministry Heads Meeting 2 Sanctuario de San Antonio Parish Office Magis Deo 426-7191
05 Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center MPH Finance Ministry

Magnificat & Archangel Gabriel
06-07 Shepherding Seminar-2 (Free) CEFAM MEFP 426-4206
09 South Sector Meeting - 7 pm TBA Anchit/Sally Chua Chiaco 807-8493
09 North Sector Meeting - 7 pm Cathy Rafael or Marcia Balderas Residence Mon/Alice Go 444-3520
10 Council Meeting Magis Deo Office Magis Deo 426-7191
12-14 FEW (Fr. Ruben Tanseco) BLD Covenant House, Dasmariñas, Cavite Eli/Edith Prieto 825-3463
19-21 MEW (ME Class 97) – P3,000/couple BLD Covenant House, Dasmariñas, Cavite Ike/Josie Llamas 823-0146

(Fr. Allan Abuan)
20-21 Prayer Deepening Workshop (8am-5pm) San Carlos Lay Formation Center SR2 Ted/Susan Concepcion 724-8019
27-28 Shepherding Seminar-1 (Free) CEFAM MEFP 426-4206
30 Sector & Ministry Heads Meeting-4 Magis Deo Office Magis Deo 426-7191
July
04 Sat. Community Celebration 4:00-7:30 pm San Carlos Lay Formation Center MPH Outreach Ministry

Corinthians, CIA/Wisdom & Exodus
4-5 Shepherding Seminar-2 (Free) CEFAM MEFP 426-4206
05 Mid-year Planning (8:30 am - 5pm) CLC Building Magis Deo 426-7191
07 South Sector Meeting - 7 pm TBA Anchit/Sally Chua Chiaco 807-8493
08 Council Meeting Magis Deo Office Magis Deo 426-7191
11-12 Shepherding Seminar-1 (Free) CEFAM MEFP 426-4206
12 Bowling Tournament (9am till after lunch) E-Lanes, Ortigas Ave., San Juan City Cesar Pareja 0922-872-7352
14 North Sector Meeting Cathy Rafael or Marcia Balderas Residence Mon/Alice Go 444-3520
17-19 Annual Ignatian Retreat (AIR) Sacred Heart Novitiate Joy Uy-Tioco 0917-816-6745
25-26 Shepherding Seminar-2 CEFAM MEFP 426-4206
August
1-2 Shepherding Seminar-1 (Free) CEFAM MEFP 426-4206
1-2 Introduction to Spiritual Direction (8am-5pm) San Carlos Lay Formation Center SR2 Ted/Susan Concepcion 724-8019
04 Sector & Ministry Heads Meeting-5 Magis Deo Office Magis Deo 426-7191
07 Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center (MPH) Praxis, Central Sector
11 South Sector Meeting - 7pm TBA Anchit/Sally Chua Chiaco 807-8493
11 North Sector Meeting - 7 pm Cathy Rafael or Marcia Balderas Residence Mon/Alice Go 444-3520
12 Council Meeting Magis Deo Office  Magis Deo 426-7191
15 Life in the Spirit Seminar (LSS) God’s Love Catholic Prayer Community NM Clyde/Pachotte Abapo 838-8553
15-16 S.D. Practicum (8am-5pm) San Carlos Lay Formation Center MPH Ted/Susan Concepcion 724-8019
21-23 MEW (ME Class 98) – P3,000/couple BLD Covenant House, Dasmariñas, Cavite Ike/Josie Llamas 823-0146

(Fr. Ruben Tanseco, SJ)
22-23 Shepherding Seminar-2 (Free) CEFAM MEFP 426-4206
29-30 Shepherding Seminar-1 (Free) CEFAM MEFP 426-4206


