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The Eucharist Through the
Eyes of St. Paul

Fr. Mon Bautista was our guest
speaker at our April 3 community
celebration at San Carlos Layforce. His
talk was on “The Eucharist” which he
explained from the perspective of St.
Paul, as this year is a Paulinean year.
His talk was anchored on St. Paul’s letter
to the Romans which speaks of God’s
unconditional love which we quote
below:

“We know that all things work for
good for those who love God, who
are called according to His purpose.
For those He foreknew He also
predestined to be conformed to the
image of His Son, so that He might
be the firstborn among many
brothers. And those He predestined
He also called; and those He called
He also justified; and those he
justified He also glorified. What then
shall we say to this? If God is for us,
who can be against us? He who did

not spare His own Son but handed
Him over for us all, how will He not
also give us everything else along with
Him? Who will bring a charge against
God’s chosen ones? It is God who

acquits us. Who will condemn? It is
Christ who died, rather was raised,
who also is at the right hand of God,
who indeed intercedes for us. What
will separate us from the love of
Christ? Will anguish, or distress, or

persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or the sword? As it is written:

‘For your sake we are being slain
all the day; we are looked upon as
sheep to be slaughtered.’
No, in all these things we conquer

overwhelmingly through Him who
loved us. For I am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor present things, nor
future things, nor powers, nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature will
be able to separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
(Romans 8:28-39)

This passage from the Romans brings
the Good News that God’s love for us is
indomitable, meaning unyielding or
unbending. The good news is that our God
is a righteous God, or in the Greek word
St. Paul uses, “dikaiosune.” The
righteousness of God is a recurring term
in St. Paul’s letter and appears 30 times.
God’s righteousness is a gift we do not
merit or deserve. He is the righteous judge.
We are the criminal. He does not charge,
punish or condemn us. Rather, he acquits

In Magis Deo, we try to learn the
following Ignatian principles to guide us
in our journey to God:
1. God is present in everything and in

everyone. With this conviction, we
become contemplatives in action
seeking God revealing Himself in all
that is present in our world.

2. We can notice God’s presence
through the exercise of
“Consciousness Examen.”

3. We follow the standard of Christ.
4. We can have a dialogue with God

through discernment.
5. God calls each one of us personally.

6. In doing service, we strive for
excellence for the greater glory of
God (Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam).

7. Cura Personalis.
Principles 1 to 4 embody the vision

of St. Ignatius de Loyola. Principles 5
and 6 reflect the mission carried out by
St. Francis Xavier. Blessed Peter Faber
is the exemplar of cura personalis.
These three priests were the first
companions who eventually grew into
what is now the Jesuit Society.

One of the three thrusts that
Magis Deo identified for the year
2009 is to strengthen our sense of

Bonding as a
Community
Eli and Edith Prieto, Council / MEM

In Ignatian spirituality, what can we
use to help Magis Deo bond as a
community?



May 2009
22222 MagisMagisMagisMagisMagis

belonging to our community. This is
best exemplified by Blessed Peter Faber
through cura personalis, which means
“care for the person”, “concern for the
individual.” However, since we joined
Magis Deo, we feel this Ignatian
principle is never
emphasized in our
spiritual journey as
a community. We
take pride in saying
that we have
adopted the
Ignatian spirituality. Yet we choose to
ignore the principle advocated best by
Blessed Faber which helped bond the
Jesuit Society.

Blessed Faber said, “It is necessary
that anyone who desires to serve…
should hold others “in great affection
and love… The next thing he must do
is win their goodwill and love by
friendly dialogue… taking care to
avoid all controversial subjects that
lend to bickering and mutual
recrimination.” In the community
celebrations, we have observed very few
individuals trying to do this. The rest
mingle with their own BCGG whom they
meet weekly anyway, or are busy
focusing on their assigned administrative
tasks for the celebration. At best, some

semblance of cura personalis can be
observed in BCGG prayer groups.
Maybe this is one reason why we say
that one of the greatest strengths of
Magis Deo is the BCGG. (We would
like to mention that the south sector
of our community has started to

amplify the BCGG
personalized-type of
relationship into the
sector level.)

The principle cura
personalis implies that all
be treated with respect as

human beings and not as objects to an
attainment of a goal. In service, it
challenges us to focus not at our personal
convenience but at the convenience of
whom we serve, even if this entails our
own inconvenience.
Our service to others
calls for a personal
relationship with an
open display of care.
A caring spirit makes
others the priority. In cura personalis,
we reach out. We forge a bond of
relationship. For example, when we
invite members to our monthly
community celebration, they are to be
invited not just as BCGGs, or M.E.
Classes, or LSS or SDR graduates, or
remnants, or inactive members whom

we treat as numbers that would
increase attendance and enticed to
attend through raffles and games.
Rather they are to be invited as
individual persons, with their own first
names and family names, taking into
account their own respective
idiosyncrasies. We don’t impose what
we think they should do. Rather, we
listen to why and what they cannot do.
Raffles, games and gimmicks make our
celebrations lively. But, these are not
the driving reasons that make individuals
craft the extra effort to regularly attend
our community-wide celebrations. Even
with these tools, many attend once and
never come back. Yet, we see members
who are inconvenienced by their
geographic locations but still manage to

attend weekly
meetings of BCGGs,
M.E. and post-LSS
classes and other
working committees
on a regular basis.

We sense that they attend because they
feel they are welcome. They also seem
to find faith commonality with those in
said meetings. This means they are with
a faith community having raffles and
games instead of being with a social
gathering having raffles and games,

In cura personalis we
reach out. We forge a
bond of relationship.

Bonding ... continued from page 1

Continued on page 10

57 Magis Members at AIR 2
March 13-15, Sacred Heart, Novaliches

The Cross - symbol of
sin and fount of divine

grace

Fr. Manoling Francisco, SJ
Spiritual Director
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Freedom from Fear
Sunday Homily - April 12, 2009
Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

Here is a challenging description
of the Resurrection that we are
missioned to live by here and

now, and not after we die.
“Clearly, on that Easter morning,

something happened to Jesus. But
something happened to his disciples, too.

“They went hiding after the
crucifixion, but after the news of Mary
Magdalen, Mary, and Salome, and the
resurrection appearances, they walked
back into the world. They became braver
and stronger; they visited strangers; they
healed the sick. It’s not only what they
saw when they saw Jesus, or how they
saw it, but what was set free in them.

“What if the life after death Jesus
reveals is not a life exclusively for the
dead? What if it’s a life available to us
all – something that we the living can
participate in, too?

“What if the resurrection is not about
the appearances of Jesus alone but also
about what those appearances pointed
to, what the Risen Jesus asked?

“The resurrection of Jesus is a
resurrection within us, now, in this time
and place. A new pattern of events is
set free around us, a new way of looking
at one another and our world is opened
up. It is what we do with this new
freedom that matters.

“We have to practice resurrection.”
(from Connections, April 2009).

You and I are missioned by the Lord
to be aware, experience, and practice
resurrection in the here and now, from
day to day, month to month, year to year,
until we move on to an even greater and
eternal resurrection. And this involves
an absolute freedom from fear. A total
attachment to the Risen Lord as the only
absolute in life. Everything else is relative.
Everything. My life, my relationships,

talents, and treasures. They come and
go, in God’s own time. Wealth, power,
fame – everything. God is the only
absolute. So that when I attach myself
totally to God, I am liberated from all
my human fears – fears of my own
pains, losses, crosses, and failures. All
this and more is a way of life, a spirituality
all its own, and we are invited by the
Risen Lord to experience it in our lives,
here and now.

This family-loving Filipino was forty
years old when he was diagnosed with
terminal cancer. Six months later, at his
deathbed and surrounded by his wife and
four, growing children, he expressed

between sobs his last goodbye: “I never
thought I would go this early. It was for
all of you that I lived my life. Very soon
I must go. But God is with you, and He
will never go. He will take care of you
much better than I ever did. So do not
be afraid. I know you will miss me
terribly, as I will miss you, too. But do
not be afraid, for God is always with
you…” He closed his eyes, and after a
little while, he breathed no more. The
family mourned for many, many months,
but at the same time lived their
resurrection with the Lord. They
became even closer to one another than
ever before.

Side by side with our resurrection
in our personal and family lives is our
resurrection in our national life. National
elections are coming in 2010, and in my
deepest faith, I trust that in God’s own
providence, we are experiencing a
national dying as well as a national
resurrection.

Time and again, I have emphasized
in this column our national mission from
God as POLITICAL SPIRITUALITY.
We must not separate our affairs of

state from the sovereignty of Almighty
God. We must not separate the secular
from the sacred. All our efforts for the
common good of our people and
motivated by love and justice is no less
than political spirituality. Interfaith.
Interreligious. This must be activated
both from below and from above. It is
in this context that our choice for the
next President of our beloved country is
crucial and must be God-inspired.

This is where our leaders from the
different religious denominations must
collaborate in the moral and spiritual
politicization of our people. Many of our
voters need a lot of maturing and
guidance. Voting out of God-inspired
moral principles and not out of
personality cultism. This is our mission
from the Lord.

Some qualities in the person of our
next President must be clearly and
consistently present: A marked
competence in political leadership and
governance; undisputed moral integrity;
a deep love for our country and our
people, especially the poor and
underprivileged; and most of all, a God-
centered life. And by God-centered, we
do not mean a political leader who
religiously goes to church services on
Sundays or the Sabbath, but is actually
a trapo politician for the rest of the
week.

The way we will choose our next
President is no less than a practice of
the resurrection. The Risen Lord is with
us and will always be with us, for as
long as we surrender ourselves to Him
as the Only Absolute in life. Amen.
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EDITORIAL Reflection on Corruption
This subject is quite difficult to write

on as we get many articles on graft and
corruption in our country from
newspapers, magazines, email and even
“confidential” reports from international
financial institutions, television and radio.
In 2005, the Philippines was cited as the
2nd most corrupt country in Asia by the
Hong Kong Political Risk & Consultancy
Ltd, and 12th in the world by
Transparency International.

Corruption is almost synonymous to
government and allied agencies. We talk
about it, we agonize on what we can
do; more often, we create jokes about
it. There are many options open to us:
March to the streets, be part of an NGO
that monitors government projects, write
letters to newspapers, be part of an
advocacy group, a member of
Transparency and Accountability
Network (TAN) of Vincent Lazatin who
gave up his job to be a full-time
“watchdog.”

Many times, we already take this
as a “fact of life,” a cost of doing
business, and we “in-culturize” this.

What is the Filipino Christian
response? I remember one of the
speakers of the community celebration
some years back who talked about the
12 little things that every Filipino can do
to help our country. Atty. Alex Lacson
made this list:
1. Follow traffic rules. Follow the law.
2. Whenever you buy or pay for

anything, always ask for an official
receipt

3. Don’t buy smuggled goods. Buy
local, buy Filipino.

4. When you talk to others, especially
foreigners, speak positively about us
and our country.

5. Respect your traffic officer,
policeman, soldier and other public
servants.

6. Do not litter. Dispose your garbage
properly. Segregate. Recycle. Conserve.

7. Support your church.
8. During elections, do your solemn

duty.
9. Pay your employees well.
10. Pay your taxes.
11. Adopt a scholar or a poor child.
12. Be a good parent. Teach your kids

to follow the law and love our
country.
As you go down the list and make a

check on the little things you have done
lately, strive to complete, and pass it on
to your immediate and extended family
members.

Start with No. 1, the simplest task
that confronts us everyday, from
morning till evening. Follow the traffic
rules. Stay on your lane. Start one day
at a time. Then another day, and another,
until you have successfully done it for
30 days. It’s a habit, a good habit!

Tony Narciso, CIA/Wisdom BCGG

Program Flow and Tasking for BCGG
Shepherds on an annual basis
BCGG Shepherds should coordinate
schedules and reservations for programs
with the following:
1. Suni Rodriguez for AIR (February and

July) and the Individually Directed
Retreats, and Special programs

2. Nilo Sta. Maria for core program CPPJ
3. Eli and Edith Prieto for the FEW (1st

weekend of June)
4. It would be ideal if Formation

commitments for 2010 be submitted
to MFM by November 2009.

Recommended Minimum Growth
Requirement for Members on the BCGG
Level or Deepening Formation Track
1. A silent, annual Ignatian Retreat in any

format – preached or group, semi-
directed or individually directed whether
long or short, live-in (a.k.a. “closed
retreat”) or live-out (a.k.a. “home” or
“retreat in daily life”).

2. And/or a core growth program like the
CPPJ and FEW, which, in the strictest
sense of the term, are not Ignatian
retreats, but seminars/workshops with
Ignatian themes and prayer processes.

Prerequisites, guidelines and
sequencings of programs in the
Deepening Formation Track
• SDR is a prerequisite for AIR 1 and/or

CPPJ.
• AIR 1 and CPPJ are core programs

which should be taken the first year of
joining a BCGG; CPPJ especially,
concretizes the four Ss of the alternative
lifestyle of Magis Deo Community.

• AIR 1 and/or its equivalent is a pre-
requisite for succeeding AIRs, and a
requirement for 1:1 shepherding for the
LSS. It is offered the second half of
the year (July 15-17, 2009).

• The FEW or Family Encounter Weekend
is offered every two years and may be
taken by qualified families at any time
after the LSS.

• Individually Directed Retreats (Weekend,
3,5,8 day) and the RDL are programs
offered to anyone who is ready. The
measure of readiness is a desire to meet
God deeply, a commitment to formal
prayer, and the willingness to be
accompanied by a co-discerner. All you
have to do is ask for it, and we will
arrange with CIS and other
experienced Spiritual Directors.

• Special group retreats: groups who
would like to pray over a special theme
or common desire can make the
arrangements for a date and a venue,
and we will link you up with a Spiritual
Director. (E.g., Retreat for Widows and
Widowers, Retreat for Mid-lifers)

• The RDL is especially recommended for
shepherds and for those individuals who
would like to follow Jesus more closely.

Joy S. Uy-Tioco, Micah BCGG
Outgoing Chair

 Membership Formation Ministry

Magis Deo Spiritual ... cont. from page 5
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Continued on page 4

Magis Deo Spiritual Development Programs
Reported from the perspective of Membership Formation Ministry

Magis Deo program flow: The
program flow for spiritual formation in
Magis Deo begins with the MEW, the
Marriage Encounter Weekend, before it
moves to the LSS (Life in the Spirit
Seminar), the SDR (Spiritual Deepening
Retreat), the CPPJ (Christian Parenting for
Peace and Justice), the FEW (Family
Encounter Weekend), the AIR (Annual
Ignatian Retreat series), or the RDL (Retreat
in Daily Life).

Delivery and implementation,
organization, supervision and tracking of the
programs cross through four ministries –
Marriage Encounter, Membership,
Shepherds/Sharers Formation and Praxis
Ministries. The centrality of marriage in our
ministry is highlighted by the tasking of a
whole ministry for the Marriage Encounter
Weekend alone, while all the other spiritual
growth programs fall under the Membership
Formation Ministry. Shepherds/Sharers
Formation Ministry provides the formation
needed for shepherding. Praxis Ministry is
the integrating ministry that helps us integrate
the practice of our spirituality in each and
every aspect of our lives not only as
individuals steeped in relationships, in
relationship with God and ourselves, in
relationship with our spouses and families,
in relationship with Magis Deo and the larger
communities of country and church, and
yes, even in relationship with all of God’s
creation.

Add to this the formative function of
our activities, and Outreach and a picnic to
La Mesa Dam become other means to
appreciate, deepen and acknowledge God’s
ever-present, ever-active, ever-loving
presence in our lives.
Mission of Membership Formation
Ministry
• Responsible for the organization,

supervision and implementation of core
formation programs of Magis Deo
community.

• Responsible for external coordination
with non-Magis providers of the
community’s formation programs.

• Responsible for internal coordination
with ME Class Shepherds and BCGG
Shepherds for scheduling,
implementation, and tracking progress
of ME Classes through the Basic
Formation Track, and of BCGGs on the
Deepening Formation Track.

Organizational structure
In 2008, core formation programs

were divided into two committees:
Committee for Basic Formation and
Committee for Deepening Formation.
Programs were organized according to the
recommended sequence and time-frames.
This simplified and made more efficient the
tracking, supervision and coordination of
ME Classes and BCGGs as members
progressed through the Basic and
Deepening Formation tracks.
Committee for Basic Formation
Incoming Chair: Djarn Pestaño; intended
participants: members of ME Classes who
have completed the 10 ME reunions under
the guidance of their ME Class shepherd-
couple.
Programs
• Orientation to Prayer Workshop
• LSS or Life in the Spirit Seminar 6 to 8

meetings, including the 1 day
• SDR or Spiritual Deepening Weekend
Program Flow and Tasking for ME Class
Shepherds for June-December 2009.
• ME Class shepherds should submit

projected OPW, LSS and SDR
schedules in writing to Djarn Pestaño
AS SOON AS they are assigned to an
ME Class, and names of actual
participants by June 1, 2009.

• LSS is scheduled for 3rd Saturday
August and November, 2009. We will
not field participants to May LSS.

• SDR is scheduled for September and
December, 2009

Recommended time frame for programs
in the Basic Formation Track
1. Orientation to Prayer Workshop –

anytime a facilitator is available. Has
been given after the ME 10 Reunions

are completed, though some ME
classes have found it helpful to take
the OPW even while the class is the
ME reunions.

2. Four LSS offered in one calendar year.
• Recommended time frame: 3 to 9

months after the MEW.
• Pre-LSS Orientation and Shepherding

5 weeks before LSS (3 sessions)
• Post-LSS material is found in Vision

and Commitment, a.k.a. “the blue
book” content of which deepens the
experiences of praying with scripture
and sharing, two important
components of our growth groups
whether they are on ME Class level or
the BCGG level. Deepens the LSS
charism of using our gifts for the
service of community. Prepares ME
class for the SDR.

3. Two SDRs scheduled each year
(recommended 3 to 9 months after
LSS)

4. Post-SDR – ME Classes who complete
the SDR can now move to a BCGG,
as a class, or join existing BCGGs that
are closer to home or place of work.
The ME Class has completed the Basic
Formation Track and is now on the
Deepening Formation Track.

Committee for Deepening Formation
Chair: Suni Rodriguez; intended
participants: all BCGG members who
have completed the SDR under the
guidance of their shepherd-couple.
Programs
1. Core Programs:

• Preached or Group: AIR Series,
CPPJ, FEW

• IDRs – Individually Directed Retreats
of varying lengths - Weekend, 3-5-8
days, and/or the RDL

2. Other offerings (as needed): Retreat for
Widows and Widowers (semi-directed),
SDR2 and ME2 (preached); Teachings;
Youth (presently reporting directly to
Pastoral Council).
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GK Hepa B VaccinationGK Hepa B VaccinationGK Hepa B VaccinationGK Hepa B VaccinationGK Hepa B Vaccination
Tony & Aida del Rosario, Council / John BCGG

As part of our ongoing commitment to promote community
health care at Aya’s GK Village, we conducted a medical
mission on April 18, 2009 specifically for children 4 to 12
years old. One hundred two children went through a basic
medical check-up as well as received the first of three Hepa
B vaccines. The 2nd and 3rd vaccinations will follow on May
23 and Oct 17, 2009.

These health care series are made possible with the help
of the Louie Tabuena Liver Foundation which organized the
medical mission and donated the vaccines. Tere Tabuena del
Rosario, daughter of the late Louie Tabuena, was present to
facilitate the vaccinations. Children were also given, for many
their very first, medical record cards – a first step in keeping
track of their medical histories.

This is but a start as we discovered that the majority of
the children never had their first vaccines such as DPT, small
pox and polio. There is a clear need to sustain these efforts
for the children.

We would like to thank the Louie Tabuena Liver
Foundation and Tere Tabuena del Rosario for their generosity
and support.
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Announcements

Family Encounter Weekend
Date: June 12-14, 2009   Fee: P1,400 per person
Venue: BLD Retreat House, Silang,Cavite
Priest: Fr. Ruben Tanseco, S.J.
Contact couple: Eli/Edith Prieto
0919-2693414; 0918-5069518; 825-3463; 666-2983

Life in the Spirit Seminar
There is no LSS on May 16. The next LSS will be on
August 15, 2009.  Contact couple: Clyde/Pachot Abapo
0919-323-28852 838-8553
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The Eucharist ... continued from page 1

us of all our sins. For St. Paul, all other
qualities of God follow from His
righteousness. Fr. Mon cited four verbs from
the above passage that describes our God.
He is a God who justifies, gives, calls and
glorifies. And He does all these in the
Eucharist.

Our God is a God who justifies. The
Greek term for justification is “dikaiosis”.
God does not condemn. He makes our
relationship with Him right. The gospels are
full of examples of a justifying God – the
prodigal son, the adulterous woman, the
penitent thief, the denying Peter. God’s
justifying nature is seen in the sacrament of
reconciliation where He looks for four things
through the priest: the nature of the sin; the
frequency of sin; sincere contrition and
amendment.

In the Eucharist, God justifies during the
penitential rite, during the consecration and
during Holy Communion. Jesus said that
whoever eats His bread will live forever.

Our God is a God who gives or gifts.
Everything is a gift from God and St. Paul’s
favorite prayer is the prayer of thanksgiving.
God gifted us with His only Son and He
continues to give Him to us in Holy
Communion. The Eucharist is the greatest form
of worship and a great gift to those who have
passed on for through it a person’s sins may be
forgiven even if he has already died.

Our God is a God who calls or
chooses. He is not satisfied with just
giving. He wants an intimate personal
relationship with us for He is a God of
relationships. Our vocations are calls from
God to grow closer to Him. God calls us
not so we can do things for Him but He
calls us so He can do great things for us.
And He does not only call us once but He
is constantly calling to us, constantly inviting
us. So we have to also be constantly alert,
constantly listening for His call. We have
to be constantly discerning where God is
calling us to go and what He is calling us
to do.

Fr. Mon shared the beautiful story of
two callings – the calling of a 12-year old
girl during the Boxer Revolution in China,
and the calling of Bishop Fulton Sheen.
The young girl would spend a holy hour at
the tabernacle daily then receive Holy
Communion during the time when many
priests were being killed. She did this for
32 nights because there were 32 hosts.
Then she was caught and beaten to death.
Upon hearing the story of this young girl,
Bishop Sheen was inspired and heard his
calling to spend one hour before the
Blessed Sacrament daily.

In the Eucharist God clearly calls us.
The four words of the Eucharist are take,
bless, break, so we can be given to
others. In the Eucharist, we hear Jesus’

words, “Do this in memory of me.” At the
end of the Eucharist, we are called to “go
in peace and love and serve the Lord.”

Finally, our God is a God who glorifies.
God glorifies us by giving us everything
Christ has. Our ultimate glorification is to
be like Jesus Christ and Mary is the par
excellence example of glorification. In the
Eucharist, we are glorified at the moment
of Holy Communion, which is the real
presence of Jesus. Receiving Communion
is the highest form of union with Jesus.
Through Holy Communion, we are able to
share in Christ’s priesthood; we all become
priests.

In summary, Fr. Mon used St. Paul’s
letter to the Romans as the spring board
for his discussion on the Eucharist. He
explained how God justifies, gives, calls
and glorifies in the Eucharist. His last
words in describing the Eucharist were
that theologians describe the Eucharist
as the Source, Summit and Center of
Christian life. It was truly a refreshing
new way of looking at something that,
at times, has become to us routine,
monotonous, even boring. Through his
words, Fr. Mon has enriched us and
hopefully helped us appreciate this
sacrifice and sacrament more deeply.

Ted & Susan Concepcion
SSFM / Archangel Gabriel BCGG

Tere Tabuena del Rosario is flanked by
Tony and Aida del Rosario. At right is

Malu, daughter of Tony and Aida.

Edmund
Alquizalas (left)
is a cluster head
at Couples for
Christ South B.
He was formerly

the caretaker
couple when
Aya’s GK got
started. He is

still very much in
charge of the

village.
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Tony del Ro
Golf Tou

Leo Soliman, Co

To th

Lowest Gross
Lowest Net
Class A Champion
     Runner Up
Class B Champion
     Runner Up
Class C Champion
     Runner Up

One word can best describe the
aftermath of the Tony del Rosario Cup
held at the Philippine Navy Golf Club
last April 23, 2009. That is ECLAT! Truly
a brilliant success. But it didn’t come
easy, believe you me. Careful
preparations, numerous meetings, gentle
persuasions and humble approaches
proved to be the right recipe for the
success.

Okay, here’s how it went. In the
planning session of the Community
Service Ministry chaired by Miles and
Evelyn San Pedro, among the numerous
programs set for our members the fund
raising golf tournament in honor of Tony
del Rosario was the first. Pressed for
time since the committee was given just
60 days to prepare and stage the event,
the members lost no time, rolled up their
sleeves and went to work like a well-
oiled machine. Miles and Evelyn, Claro
and Linda Santos, Eli and Edith Prieto,
Leony and Mia Parada, Dennis and Joy
Rago, Cesar andMarivic Pareja, Charlie
and Jay Ng Sy, Consehal and Ting
Yupangco, Apin and Chie Llamas and
Leo and Marilyn Soliman all exerted

their best in soliciting sponsors, inviting
players and doing all the nitty-gritty
details.

Hard work and prayers, a
formidable combination, paid off. We
were able to break all records in terms
of number of sponsors and golfers who
swung it out. Atty. Jun and Mila Sison,
Danny and Charito Dimayuga, Sander
and Mons Tantoco, William and Olive
Ng, Lito Gonzales, and Leony and Mia
Parada are among the Magis family who
generously supported the event. A
number of SGV partners and staff
comprised the bulk of our sponsors.
Corporations like Norkis Industries,
Market Market,  JFDR Foundation, Inc.,
SM Prime, First Philippine Holdings
Corp., ICTSI, People Provider Phils.,
Inc., IMI, A2Z Consulting, Tanduay
Distilleries, Manila Peninsula, Sins
Chocolate and Universal Robina Corp.
all pitched in. The SGV guys and the
corporations donated through the
gargantuan efforts of Miles and Evelyn
who single-handedly solicited via gentle
persuasion. I tell you, these two are an
organizer’s dream, the MVPs of the

team. Our suki, Leony Parada, brought
in his Genlite Industries, Waste Kinetics,
Inc. and Toyo Adec as sponsors. To all
you kind souls out there, mucho, mucho
thanks and may our Lord reciprocate
your generosity.

HisH

His cup runneth
over
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osario Cup
rnament

orinthians BCGG

he winners, Congratulations!

Joey Magcalayo 69 IMI
Rene Galve 68 SGV
Mike Magpayo 69 Magis Deo
Roel Reyes 69 Genlite Industries
Shanti Estampador 70 UnionBank
Ruben Rubio 72 SGV
Mon Go 72 Magis Deo
Winston Chan 73 SGV

A scary moment that tested our
faith: it was raining cats and dogs the
day before the event. A number of
players asked if the tournament would
push through. Since from day one,
everything was going smoothly, I said to
myself, we will not allow the rains to

spoil a wonderful event for a wonderful
guy. And so, without hesitation, I replied
that the games will proceed come hell
or high water. Apin and I dropped to our
knees to pray for sunshine on play day.
Know what? Not only did the skies open
the next day, we were also blessed by a
record number of 40 avid golfers! All
enjoyed the day, won prizes and had the
time of their life being entertained by the
Jay Leno of Magis, Claro Santos. Ferdie
Cruz was all over making sure he got
the memorable shots captured in his
trusted camera. Many thanks, Ferds,
you’re a real trouper.

Special thanks to our Magis Deo
players who supported the event: Anchit
Chua Chiaco, Tony Narciso, Danny
Dimayuga, Mike Magpayo, Gen. Francis
Llamas, Mon Go, William Ng, Caloy del
Rosario, Rex Aguila (lucky guy for
winning the putter), Ted Concepcion and
his sons PJ and Roel, John Boren, Noel
Resureccion and Sander Tantoco. Let’s
all whack it out again this time with
more Magis Deo golfers come
September for the much-awaited Jun
Sison Cup!

And now, for the main man. Joy and
satisfaction were written all over the
face of our very own Tony del Rosario
that day. His ceremonial tee-off set the
tone for a happy affair. Joyful because
the event was a smashing success.
Satisfied because everything fell into
place and went through without a glitch.
A simple man whose purpose in life is
to make Tita Aida happy, Tito Tony, as
the council’s overseer on Community
Services, is now assured that the other
programs of the ministry are not only
well-funded but also at the helm of
capable hands under the tutelage of
Miles and Evelyn.

Lastly, from all of us at the
organizing committee, it has been a
pleasure working for a blessed man, a
Magis Deo in every sense of the word.
We won’t hesitate to do it again if called
for. We wish we could’ve done more,
though. Just the same, from the abyss
of our hearts, we thank you for giving
us the opportunity to work for and in
your behalf. We do hope we made you
proud.
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Schedule of Activities

7:00 am Registration
7:30 am “Just walk, don’t run” activity
9:00 am Program proper

National anthem
Opening prayer
Opening remarks

  9:30 am to Group Activities
11:30 am Kite making

Fingernail art clinic
Cooking session

11:30 am Presentation of kites, nails
and food

12:00 noon Lunch
1:30 pm to Kite flying and fun games
3:00 pm Raffle

Notes: The first 50 registrants shall enjoy free
entrance. Regular Entrance Fee: P50.
Discounted Entrance Fees: P40 for Senior
Citizens (20% discount), P20 for students
(60% discount). Free Entrance: (a) Senior
Citizens who are QC residents, and (b)
children below 3 feet in height.
Free shuttle service shall be provided at the
following pick up points (look for the Magis
Deo banner displayed on the vehicles):

- 6:30 am to 8:30 am - McDonald’s EDSA
corner Quezon Avenue

- 6:30 am to 9 am - Commonwealth
Avenue corner Winston St (Across
Fairview Wet Market)

Magis Deo Summer Family Day
Sunday May 17, 2009  Ipil Pavilion, La Mesa Ecopark, Quezon City

hoping to find or rediscover faith in said
meetings. This big difference can be
observed in how a sponsoring class and
a group of candidates/participants are
enticed to attend an M.E. weekend.

We see in Christ a shepherd and
companion who takes personal care of
us. He called hypocrites the leaders who
manipulated the Mosaic laws to favor
their personal interests at the expense
of others. He called such leaders
hypocrites for “all their works are
performed to be seen” (Mat 23:5), as in
social gatherings. He expressed
indignation when His apostles prevented
children from approaching Him. With a
multitude of people around Him
competing for His attention, He still
noticed a woman in need who discreetly

touched the tassel of His cloak. Even
with four or five or seven thousand
hungry people in His presence, He never
fed them with one proclamation of
feeding for all, for expediency and
convenience. He found time to
distribute food to each individual person.
When Jesus taught, proclaimed the good
news, and cured diseases and illnesses,
He made Himself available to and had
a dialogue with everyone, friend or foe,
believer or non-believer. Jesus Christ
did not cure everybody during His
ministry!! However, He treated not
only the disease of the sick, but restored
the person’s dignity as well. Christ may
not have been efficient since He could
have treated more and all. But He was
absolutely effective. “Trust in the slow
work of God… Your ideas mature

gradually – let them grow… Don’t try
to force them on, as though you could
be today what time…will make of you
tomorrow.” (Pierre Teilhard de Chardin,
SJ)

Cura personalis is not easy to
practice in our increasingly impersonal
environment. However, it can create an
atmosphere that encourages
companionship, personal
authenticity and a strong sense of
community. As THE example and THE
model to follow, Jesus’ community took
generations to bond, grow and multiply.
So did the community of the first
companions of St. Ignatius de Loyola,
St. Francis Xavier and Blessed Peter
Faber, the forefathers of Ignatian
spirituality adopted by our community.

Bonding ... continued from page 2
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Reflections of the past

Clyde Abapo, Jeremiah BCGG
SCENES AND SIGNS OF FAITH

Every time Holy Week comes, I am
reminded of our church activities during
my childhood and college days. The setting
is my home province of Cebu and our
parish church of San Nicolas. Our house
is just a stone’s throw away from the

church and about half a
kilometer from the city proper.
Whatever happened in San
Nicolas Church was often
replicated in the other
churches in the city. Except for
the Sinulog Festival which has
evolved into one of the most
remembered tourist
attractions, the customs and
traditions that go along with the
church activities are quite
unique to the Cebuanos. The
Cebuanos are a deeply
religious people, independent,
and expressive of their love
and gratitude to God.

The city has five well-known
churches, aside from the small ones and
the various chapels that mushroomed in
purok and remote areas. These five
churches are San Nicolas, Colegio de San
Jose, Basilica del Sto. Niño, Cebu Cathedral
and Sto. Rosario. They are located within
a half kilometer from each other forming
an ellipsis of churches within the city.

Holy Week – This is a solemn
celebration at all churches. Visita Iglesia
is one scene to remember. Because of the
proximity of the churches, families and
devotees in groups connect the five
churches by walking and praying the rosary
along the way. Depending upon one’s
residence, one can start at San Nicolas
and end at Sto. Rosario or vice-versa.
Human traffic was expected to be heavy
in the evening because this was the time
when male devotees go to the woods and
gather tree trunks and branches as props
for the staging of the Siete Palabras, not

only in the churches but also in bigger
chapels. In some areas, the re-enactment
of the death of Jesus was incredibly
dramatic in the sense that at almost 3 PM,
the head of Jesus goes up and down and
his body finally sags indicating his moment

of death realistically. There was a hidden
mechanism underneath the stage that was
operated in order to accomplish this scene.
The stage and tree props tremble, while
the last speaker and many of the audience
cry in agony.

Holy Mass – For so many years I
could not understand the meaning of the
mass because the words were in Latin.
Most of the time, too, the priest faced the
altar. The only thing clear to me was
receiving Christ in communion. Later in
my high school days, I bought a mass guide
in order to follow and understand what was
going on. I usually heard mass in the
morning at our parish of San Nicolas. But
when I arrive late, I go out instead and
walk to the next nearest church (Colegio
de San Jose), which was only ten minutes
away. What I liked about this church was
that while the mass was going on at the
main altar, another priest comes out and
celebrates mass at the side altar.

Therefore, there was no reason to miss
the holy mass.

Fiesta of Sto. Niño – The basilica is
located at the heart of the city; and January
is the fiesta month of Sto. Niño. People
from faraway places come and pay
homage to the Holy Child. They dance and
shout, “Pit Señor!”as an expression of
praise to the Child Jesus. There is a unique
way of offering a prayer petition, a tradition

that up to now is still being carried
out. For a certain amount, (10
centavos during the 50’s, which
includes a candle), you can
approach a lady devotee and she
will dance your petition to the
Child Jesus. Of course, the result
is between you and the Sto. Niño.

San Nicolas Church – A
modern church building, a three-
storey school and a multi-purpose
hall has replaced the old site of
the church. Historically speaking,
the area occupied by the church
and its plaza is part of the kingdom
of Rajah Humabon. As we know,
they were the first Filipino

Christians by virtue of their baptism in 1600.
Years later, the church of San Nicolas was
established as a place of worship for the
people’s newfound religious belief. The
architecture and design of the building is
typical of churches we can find in Antipolo
and Laguna. A perimeter wall of large stone
blocks enclosed the church and the plaza. 
A few meters to the left of the church stood
a campanario or bell tower. The entrance
was guarded by two life-sized stone lions;
up to now I don’t know why they are there
in the first place. Although there was no
mention of a dress code during that time,
women followed a manner of dressing that
gave honor and respect to the church.
They wore long dresses; and veils were a
common sight over their heads. Of course,
the men were properly attired, too: no
sandos and no shorts. Members of church
organizations and devotees wore uniforms
in the muted colors of blue, brown, green,
or white.
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It was the worst of times.
It was the best of times.

- Tale of Two Cities,
Charles Dickens

We often find ourselves going through
worst moments. With great faith though, we
manage to rise above it and miraculously
survive. We endure the challenges and
hardships we face as individuals, members
of our families and our communities.
Accompanied by the faith we keep in our
hearts, we hold on to hope that all shall be
well. Thus we continue to carry our
respective crosses.

In the annual Lenten Recollection of
the Marriage Encounter Foundation of the
Philippines (MEFP) last April 9, 2009 at the
Teatro  Enrile in Camp Aguinaldo, the
congregation was invited to see the crosses
they bear in their lives as sacrifices towards
the ultimate commandment – to love one
another as God loves us. The recollection
was full of living and breathing testimonies
from people who have made life-changing
decisions and who are still making sacrifices
for their families, their communities, the
society and the nation at large. Their stories
were life affirming and overwhelming at the
same time. One would ask if their brand of
courage is a genetic code embedded in their
DNA. They’re epitomes of the classic
heroes whose deeds remind us of the myths
and legends of old. Indeed, the worst of
times can bring out the best in people
especially when the courses of their actions
are products of sacrifices born out of great
love. The effect is both redemptive and
glorifying.

Bro. Ody Romance, lay preacher and
community builder, put this message across
through a video of a father and a disabled
son participating in an arduous triathlon
competition. Both father and son endured
the changes in climate and weather

conditions to compete and complete the
whole leg of the race. It would have been
easier for the father to forgo and convince
his son that his disability is an obstacle to
achieving his goal, that of participating in
the triathlon. But the father had cast aside
his own comfort zones to pursue his son’s
deepest desire.

As Bro. Ody puts it, the father’s
sacrifice was done in gladness, out of love
and commitment for his son. How many of
us, he asked, could make selfless acts gladly
for our own family? It begins, so he added,
with self-sacrifice. This entails discipline and
surrender. It is the kind of sacrifice that can
lead man in knowing his God more and thus,
deepens his relationship with Him. The
world, however, is filled with ideas and
influences that drive one away from
commitment and selfless service. This
makes it all the more difficult to make
sacrifices. At times when we find ourselves
face to face with a decision to give up our
own whim or fancy, it would be good to ask
of God’s will. Discernment is a guide to
decision making.

This all sounds nice and easy on paper.
To talk and to hear about sacrifice as an act
of love, pinches and nudges at our
heartstrings and conscience. To witness
another person retell her ordeal of following
God’s will is a different story.

Mrs. Heidi Mendoza’s real life
experience as a former government auditor
was a palpable example of a sacrifice made
for the family and the society at large when
she handled a controversial case of graft
and corruption in the government. As a
result, she had to endure her fears of dying,
leaving her children motherless and her
husband a widow to pursue what is right
for the greater good. It was very costly since
her children were robbed of their innocence.
Her husband saw her go through the ordeal
thereby, the choice was to stand firm and
be strong for the family.

Fr. Bert Alejo, SJ, could not have done
any better to drive the message across but

COUNCIL CORNERAFTER THOUGHTS show and have Mrs. Mendoza speak before
the MEFP crowd. Graft and corruption are
real. It has been an accepted lifestyle since
many has forgotten the true meaning and
the benefits of sacrifice. In the darkness,
one lights a candle to shed light and burn.
Only when we’re fully awake and
enlightened could we make real sacrifices
for our families and the society we live in.

It is the same illumination that Among
Ed Panlilio, current governor of Pampanga,
offered the participants of the recollection
that Maundy Thursday. Here is a man who
moved mountains to promote good
governance. To do so entailed a great
sacrifice from within. Like the father in the
triathlon story, he left his comfort zone in
the priesthood only to encounter the
hardships of public service. For Among Ed,
he makes it appear like a walk in the park.
So far, his reforms have transformed people
in Pampanga thus, affecting their mindset
that good governance is possible.

Among Ed Panlilio, Heidi Mendoza and
the unnamed father in the triathlon story.
All three started with themselves to change
the world a little at a time. All three made
decisions to sacrifice a part of themselves.
Heroes, yes. Their lives provide inspiration,
but such sacrifices had dire consequences.
They’re alive though and living meaningful,
if not transformed, lives.

For a heart that knows how to love the
sacrifice is worth it. God gave up His only
son, Jesus Christ so we can open ourselves
back to Him; to allow Him to work in our
lives; to see and feel how great is His love
and that we too are capable of loving, not
just ourselves, but our families and the
community we break bread with.

The Lenten recollection ended with a
Mass celebrated by Fr. Ruben Tanseco, SJ,
complete with Washing of the Feet and
Stations of the Cross. The Apostolic
Beloveds of Christ Marriage Encounter
Community was the over-all in charge of
this year’s recollection. Fifty- three Magis
Deo couples and their family members came
to the recollection, a good sign in terms of
attendance, indeed.

On a personal level, this had to be the
more meaningful Lenten recollection I have
attended yet. Perhaps I have, in my own
time and space, grown in spirituality in
Magis Deo. The challenge now is to
continue living out the spirituality I have
planted. I need to be the change I want to
see in this world.

MEFP Lenten Recollection 2009

Sacrifice is
Love of God

Zarah Gagatiga, Mt. Olivet BCGG

... the worst of times
can bring out the best in
people especially when the
courses of their actions are
products of sacrifices born
out of great love.
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Lord Jesus, teach me to be generous;
teach me to serve you as you deserve,

to give and not to count the cost,
to fight and not to heed the wounds,

to toil and not to seek for rest,
to labor and not to seek reward,

except that of knowing that I do your will.
Amen.

 – St. Ignatius Loyola

After four years of belonging to the
Ateneo Christian Life Community and the
wealth of experiences I have accumulated
throughout my 22 years of life, I have come to
realize that I have been tremendously loved
by God. This has been the constant theme of

many experiences, especially those I
encountered during college, and nothing
would make me happier than to extend this
love to others through the Jesuit Volunteers
Philippines Foundation, Inc. (JVP).

Since I was young, so many people have
lovingly cared for me and toiled over my
formation. I have been very blessed to belong
to a wonderful family – one that I do not get to
see very often, yet I am assured of their love
and encouragement. My parents have always
supported my dreams, and although
permission for this mission will probably be
one of the biggest requests I will seek from
them, I know in my heart that they will be
behind me. If given the privilege, I dedicate
this experience to my high school teachers in
Assumption College – specifically Mrs.
Villafania, Ms. Villafania, Sir Eric, Sir Angeles,
Mrs. Bitancor, Ms. Mendoza, Mrs. Eala, Mrs.
Villalon, and Ms. Villaruz – for sowing in me
the seeds of service and leadership. They
have inspired me to always believe in the
capacity of man to love and use this to
transcend the challenges that hinder society’s
transformation into one that is centered in
Christ’s love. In addition, I dedicate this
mission to the people who have always moved
me to think of others before myself – Mr.
Frederick Yang (ACLC moderator) and Tita

YOUTH CORNER Tatic Castillo (godmother, Cana BCGG). Both
have been primary inspirations in my life for
their prayerful lifestyle and their intent to
remain contemplatives in action in their spheres
of influence.

Moreover, I offer this to my ACLC
community who have invested so much in me
and loved me immensely. They have
witnessed Christ to me in so many ways and
instances and it only makes sense that my four
years with them will be followed by a mission
with the JVP that will enable me to give my
whole self in joyful service.

I feel the desire to give back because I
truly have been greatly blessed. Knowing that
an experience like this leaves permanent marks
in one’s being, I look forward to it hoping that
it will ground me in being a professional for
others.

In becoming a Jesuit Volunteer, I simply
expect to be inspired, to be challenged and to
give my whole self to this endeavor.  I am certain
that this experience will help me grow into a
more compassionate and committed individual
fuelled by the desire to heed God’s call and be
able to readily and willingly respond to it.

I first heard about JVP in 2003 when I was
16 years old. I joined the youth group of the
Presentation of the Child Jesus Parish in BF
Homes Parañaque. In one of our regular Friday
night prayer meetings, Erica Catral (Ate Cang),
one of the community members, shared about
going on a mission and that she would be away
for a couple of months. She had just joined
JVP and that meeting would be one of the last
times the community would be seeing her. At
that point in my life, I was preoccupied with
college applications and entrance exams. I
wanted to pass the ACET and so during one
prayer period, I struck a deal with God: if He
helped me pass the ACET, I would apply for
JVP. True enough, when I got accepted in the
Ateneo, this promise always remained with me.
I also encountered other volunteers and friends
of JVP – Bro. Errol Nebrao, SJ; Ms. Ginger
Ramirez; Ms. Ria Roa; Mr. Simon-King and
Bro. Mark Lopez, SJ – whose experiences
reinforced my desire to give back. Although I
started becoming interested in JVP out of

obligation, I guarantee you that this has taken
a more personal meaning to me, and all I can
offer is my sincere desire to go where there is
greater need and share what I can with others.

However, this desire did not always come
with encouraging acceptance. The first time I
mentioned to my mom my intent to become a
Jesuit Volunteer, she had many apprehensions.
It’s not that she does not believe in the vision
of JVP; she just thinks it’s very dangerous for
someone like me. You see, try as I may, in her
eyes I can never break the mold of being the
youngest in the family. Especially with my
stature (she always tells me that I have the
presidential height), I guess she’s just worried
about my safety and well-being. Nonetheless,
my recent conversations with her do seem
more hopeful and I am praying that she
recognizes how truly important this is to me.

On the other hand, I think my dad already
understands my desire to become a volunteer.
I look up to him because his entire life has
been all about service. In fact, right now he
works in Kuwait as the Labor Attaché in
defense of Filipino migrant workers who are
abused by their employers. I think he knows
where I am coming from since he himself is on
a mission. I know he understands that all
meaningful decisions come with their own
share of sacrifices so I am hopeful about his
support.

Going into this mission, of course I also
have fears. These involve being separated from
my family and friends and the comfort of the
life I am accustomed to. With this comes the
fear of falling short of my responsibilities and
disappointing those whom I value in my life. I
usually put much pressure on myself not
because of pressure from other people but
because doing well is my way of making others
know I value their presence and influence in
my life. Sometimes I feel I have to be the best
else I risk making them feel they have not
taught me well enough. Thankfully this wrong
notion of mine of having to earn the Father’s
love, as shown by the older brother in the
Parable of the Prodigal Son, has been removed.
Now I come to this mission, not needing to
prove that I am worthy or capable to love, but
because I simply desire to love.

Even with these fears, I feel compelled to
just go beyond myself and offer at least the
next year of my life in fulfilling this mission.
With this, I beg for the grace of true courage
— one that exists amidst fear yet remains
hopeful for something better and more fruitful
to come out of the experience. Lord, for all that
has been, thank you; for all that will be, YES.

To love and not to count the cost
       Jiza Mari Salazar Jimenez
       Ateneo de Manila University | Ateneo Christian Life Community
       AB Psychology 2009
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Rey’s family (Zyra, Jared, Fiona and Lucy)
at Holy Rosary Parish in Boracay

Rey Mella, Cana BCGG
SPIRITUAL TIDBITS AND HUMOR

God redirect me, take over my life ...
Vacation is always a fun time, being with

your loved ones doing something out of the
routine and enjoying life away from the daily
grind. However, I remember that in the past,
I left God at home whenever I travel and go
on vacation. I put my relationship with
Him and my spirituality on hold during
my trips abroad and during our out-of-
town vacations. My family and I have
been to Disneyland and to Boracay
during the Holy Week and never set foot
in a church on any of the days between
Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. Worse,
I never even thought about the Passion
and Death of Jesus Christ, nor did we
spend a minute in prayer during that
entire week. What a Christian!

Somehow God touched my life
and re-directed me and my family. It
had to take a family crisis for us, for
me, to make a change for the better. Now,
we still enjoy the vacation and part of the
Holy Week but ensure we are back by
Maundy Thursday to observe and
commemorate the Passion, Death and
Resurrection of the Lord through Easter
Sunday. And, my family and I are
perfectly happy with that. I am sure He is
happy with me as well.

***
US President Barack Obama has

worked very hard to get a stimulus
package to stir up the US economy.
Somehow, I thought I did not need some
form of stimulus package to get my
spiritual recovery to happen. But, on the
other hand, maybe there indeed was an
event that triggered my conversion and
my soul’s recovery. Perhaps, it was the
same selfishness and greed that has
somehow caused today’s global financial
crisis that caused my personal crisis and
which also became a stimulus for my
conversion. Perhaps, God called me and
stimulated my mind and heart to desiring
and wanting to go back to Him. As in the
Prodigal Son story, I came home.

I drive to work listening to the Beatles
every morning. It’s breakfast with the
Beatles as the station DJ would say. The
Beatles were not really the most spiritual
people. On the contrary, they ran into

problems with the public and with their
fans when they claimed that they were
more popular than Jesus.

It is not for me to judge Paul
McCartney’s, John Lennon’s, George
Harrison’s and Ringo Starr’s spirituality.
But, as I continue to listen to their songs, I
cannot stop thinking that they were really
inspired by their creator and whoever it
was that they recognized as their God.

If you just change the “her” and “you”
with “God” in the lyrics in a good number
of their songs, the song becomes very
spiritual and so God-inspired. And, when
I sing with the Beatles, I try to change
some of the words so it becomes a real
spiritual breakfast for me.

***
When I decided to let God take over

my life, I learned not to force things. As
an example, when I wanted a new watch
for daily use to replace the gold watch
my wife gave me, I did not force things. I
thought I could not afford it anyway. So I
simply waited for the right time, His time.

A year later, a watch manufacturing
company tried to hire me as its operations
director. I went as far as the HR VP and
the COO who flew from the US to
interview me. After two trips to their

provincial site and four months of the
recruitment process, I was finally
given a starting date and agreement
in principle on the compensation
package I wanted. Two weeks prior
the date I was supposed to fly and
start on my new job, the HR director
called to inform me about the closure
of their Brazil plant. They had to
accommodate, take care and
transfer their Brazilian director to their
Philippine plant as the operations
director. As such, they did not need
my services after all.

I was very disappointed but clearly
understood the predicament they were in.
The GM and the HR director had no prior
knowledge about the closure. These are
top management decisions and are never
announced ahead of time. They really didn’t
know.

Bad deal? Not really. I didn’t have to leave
my family, my home and my community. I
was confident I would find the right one for
me right here in Manila. I did.

Two months after they gave me the bad
news, the company thru their HR director sent
me a letter apologizing for the inconvenience
the botched hiring may have caused me.
Actually, there was none at all other than me
hoping I would get the job. Along with the
letter was one of their high-end and more
expensive products – a very nice watch.

***
After a preacher died and went to

heaven, he noticed that a cab driver had
been awarded a higher place than he.

“I don’t understand,” he complained
to God. “I devoted my entire life to my
congregation.”

Continued on page 15
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Whoever thought of the Shepherds
Appreciation Dinner should be given an
award for a brilliant idea. A pat on the back
at the very least. Yes, Monchito was so
right when he said that the affair had been
a long time coming. Kudos to the
organizers. And to Tony and Aida del
Rosario for their hosting, our hats off.  I
propose that this be made an annual affair.
Anybody to second the motion?

 Shepherding, especially for new ME
classes, is no laughing matter. It is not a
walk in the park, nor a picnic as some would
picture it to be. Initially, you would feel a
high, an aura of superiority because your
class looks up to you, like a teacher to his
students or a coach to his team. However,
what lies beneath are the sacrifices that
the mission entails.

 For one, as shepherds you cannot
absent yourselves from reunions or prayer
meetings. This is if you’re through with
the struggle of getting a schedule for the
whole class to agree on. This means that
you’ll have to hold off all your plans, such
as travel, for at a year or until the class
graduates to post LSS. And did I mention
the strenuous exercise of sponsoring a
class?

 Another concern is how to keep the
class bonded together. There are 1,001
reasons not to attend a meeting and only
one reason to do so. Challenging, huh? It
is understandable that not all “lambs” have
the same zeal and excitement in attending
meetings as a shepherd would wish. Thus,
tons of convincing are needed just to get a
good number of attendees. More often that
not, a shepherd goes out of his way to make
sure a member attends.

 I recall an incident when George
Pascual had to fetch a lamb at Makati
from Parañaque on a rainy Friday night
when the traffic was chaotic due to floods.
And, on some occasions, extend personal
help to lambs who are financially
challenged. Bob and Ton Veloso at one
time had to jump out of bed at 2 a.m. and
rush to a lamb’s residence some 20 kms.
away to pacify and patch up a violent and
scandalous misunderstanding. This
happened at a time when Ton had to board
a plane for Madrid at 6:00 a.m. the same
day.

 Many more instances, I’m sure, have
challenged us shepherds to our limits. Each
of us has an unforgettable experience or
two. A nightmare would be to see a couple
break up or separate under your watch.
Worse, if you yourself are involved in the
break up for one reason or another.  

 But like all sacrifices, shepherding
has its rewards, one of which is, you get
to make instant friends. They are the
couples our Lord Jesus entrusted to us.
As such, they were handpicked for us to
steer, guide, care for and lead to the right
path. You’ll feel a sense of fulfillment once
they graduate from ME class to LSS to

SDR to BCGG. Just like a parent at a
child’s graduation rites, this makes you feel
proud.

 It’s been a while since we last
handled a class. Not by choice but by
circumstance. I understand why the
Ministry hasn’t tapped us and I fully agree
with their concern; which brings me to the
most important qualification of a shepherd
– CREDIBILITY. Shepherds, as I’ve
learned, need not be pure and immaculate,
neither be rich or poor, handsome or ugly,
young or old, fit or fat, what have you. But
at all times, he must be credible. His way
of life must be in accordance with the
unwritten and unspoken doctrines Magis
Deo follows. Otherwise, you will be open
to criticisms and the program will surely
tumble down like a deck of cards. This is
where I failed. This is my debacle. Again,
not by choice but by circumstance.

 A noble task for a noble person, that’s
what shepherding is all about. When called
upon, don’t say no, say yes at once. Don’t
hesitate; don’t make Jesus wait. Be ready
for the thankless job ahead. You cannot
be passive here, always be active. Always
be careful, always be neutral. And keep
your credibility intact. And after the job is
done, offer it to the Lord. You’ll realize
that you have benefited more than your
lambs, spiritually and morally, as a couple.

The most
important

qualification of a
shepherd -

CREDIBILITY

Shepherd’s Calling
Leo Soliman, Corinthians BCGG

“Our policy here in heaven is to reward
results,” God explained. “Now, was your
congregation well attuned to you whenever
you gave a sermon?”

“Well,” the minister had to admit,
“some in the congregation fell asleep from
time to time.”

“Exactly,” said God, “and when people
rode in this man’s taxi, they not only stayed
awake, they even prayed.”

“There is no better time to do
something good than now.”

***
“You cannot be both unhappy and

fully present in the Now.”
– Eckhart Tolle

God redirect ... continued from page 14
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May Birthday Celebrants
1 Mia Parada Psalm 46-Samaritans

Rico Cruz ME Class 95
Mon Go Beatitudes

2 Fely Redual Jeremiah
4 Maricel Suarez Cana

Dianne Jimenez ME Class 92
5 Lito Naldo Psalm 46-Samaritans
6 Pachotte Abapo Jeremiah

Mon Santiago ME Class 86
7 Cora Ona Arch. Gabriel

Daisy Talla ME Class 86
8 Vina Dimanalata Genesis-House of David
10 Ronnie Ambe Sirach

Jon Cobico Thessalonians
11 Art Santos Thessalonians
13 Nette Puthenpurekal ME Class 95
14 Jane Aldeguer Mustard Seed
16 Gene Escosia Emmanuel

Ching Camara ME Class 86
Kat Lok ME Class 91

17 Eric Hernandez Psalm 46-Samaritans
RJay Santos ME Class 95
Raul Martinez ME Class 95

19 Val Bisquera Beatitudes
Monique Deato ME Class 95

20 Precy Cruz Thessalonians
Danny Dimayuga Sirach
Glo Umali Magnificat
Mond Lining ME Class 91

21 Jacqui Buenaflor Genesis-House of David
Evelyn San Pedro Cana

Calendar of Activities - May to July 2009
May
5 Sector & Ministry Heads Meeting-3 Magis Deo Office Magis Deo 426-7191
7-9 Youth Camp Pililla, Laguna Lilit / Abby Tumbocon 0917-8560580
8 Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center MPH Central Sector          MFM

Micah, Sirach & Thessalonians
12 South Sector Meeting - 7 pm TBA Anchit / Sally Chua Chiaco 807-8493
13 Council Meeting Magis Deo Office Magis Deo 426-7191
17 Sun Summer Picnic La Mesa EcoPark Leony / Mia Parada 0917-7953383
30-31 Shepherding Seminar-1 (Free) CEFAM MEFP 426-4206
June
2 Shepherds & Ministry Heads Meeting 2 Sanctuario de San Antonio Parish Office Magis Deo 426-7191
5 Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center MPH North Sector            Finance Ministry

Magnificat & Archangel Gabriel
6-7 Shepherding Seminar-2 (Free) CEFAM MEFP 426-4206
9 South Sector Meeting - 7 pm TBA Anchit / Sally Chua Chiaco 807-8493
10 Council Meeting Magis Deo Office Magis Deo 426-7191
12-14 FEW (Fr. Ruben Tanseco) BLD Covenant House, Cavite Eli / Edith Prieto 825-3463
13-14 Shepherding Seminar-1 (Free) CEFAM MEFP 426-4206
19-21 MEW (ME Class 97) – P3,000/couple BLD Covenant House, Cavite Ike / Josie Llamas 821-0639

(Fr. Allan Abuan)
20-21 Prayer Deepening Workshop San Carlos Lay Formation Center Ted / Susan Concepcion

8 am to 5 pm Session Room 2 724-8019
27-28 Shepherding Seminar-2 (Free) CEFAM MEFP 426-4206
30 Sector & Ministry Heads Meeting-4 Magis Deo Office Magis Deo 426-7191
July
4 Sat Community Celebration 4:00-7:30 pm San Carlos Lay Formation Center MPH South Sector        Outreach Ministry

Corinthians, CIA/Wisdom & Exodus
4-5 Shepherding Seminar-1 (Free) CEFAM MEFP 426-4206
7 South Sector Meeting - 7 pm TBA Anchit / Sally Chua Chiaco 807-8493
8 Council Meeting Magis Deo Office Magis Deo 426-7191
11-12 Shepherding Seminar-2 (Free) CEFAM MEFP 426-4206
17-19 Annual Ignatian Retreat (AIR) Sacred Heart Novitiate Philip / Malu Panlilio 632-6598
25-26 Shepherding Seminar-1 CEFAM MEFP 426-4206

25 Jane Monterola ME Class 91
Bambi Yaneza ME Class 91

27 Claro Santos Agnus Dei
Benz Dimanalata Genesis-House of David
Anchit Chuachiaco John

28 Ning Reyes CIA/Wisdom
Bobby Serrano Genesis-House of David

29 Mads Tuviera CIA/Wisdom
Leo Moselina Mustard Seed

31 Rey Mella Cana
Nestor Pili Emmanuel
Mimi Santos Psalm 46-Samaritans

May Anniversary Celebrants
1 Gene & Eve Bañez Agnus Dei

Bong & Emma Punzalan Sirach
2 Leo & Marilyn Soliman Corinthians
3 Arnel & Bernie Isip Corinthians
7 Lito & Ann Naldo Psalm 46-Samaritans
10 Dante & Terry Galura ME Class 91
11 Fil & Mary Anne Alfonso John
12 Atoy & Malu Apo Exodus
15 Gary & Marivic Canoso Magnificat
16 Levy & Roxanne Espiritu Beatitudes
17 Bong & Laney Ricohermoso Kapatiran Kay Kristo
18 Mon & Alice Go Beatitudes
24 Celso & Siony Martinez Magnificat
25 Norman & Janet Reyes Psalm 46-Samaritans
26 Caloy & Hilda del Rosario Beatitudes
29 Boy & Sylvia Sangco John
30 Juan & Mayette Caisip Isaiah 66-Ignatians


