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Pagbangon sa krisis
Mungkahi ni Fr. Ted Gonzales
Noong ika-16 ng Oktubre 2009 sa
ating Community Celebration sa San
Carlos Seminary Lay Force, binahagi
ni Fr. Ted Gonzales, SJ ang isang
paraang pagbibigay payo sa mga taong
dumadanas ng krisis sa kanilang buhay.
Ang mga dumaang bagyong Ondoy at
Pepeng ay nagdulot ng krisis sa ating
bansa. Marami ang mga nawalan at
marami ang nasirang bahay, kotse at
kagamitan. Marami sa ating mga
kababayan ay nagkakaroon ng mga
pangamba at takot dahil sa kanilang
karanasan sa baha at malakas na ulan
na nagdulot ng pagkawala, pagkagulat,
pagiging tulala, pagkagalit at
kamatayan.
May K ka ba? Karaniwan ano ang
ating kinakapitan sa buhay? Kasiyahan,
kapangyarihan at kayamanan – ito ang
ilan sa mga nagbibigay sa atin ng K
(karapatan) na magmalaki o magsalita
sa iba. Paano kung mawala isa-isa ito
sa panahon ng krisis kagaya ng bagyo,
lindol o sakit? Ano ang kakapitan natin?
Paano tayo babangon? Paano ibabalik
ang balanse o tamang kaayusan sa
kaguluhan? Paano magmamalasakit
upang ibalik ang dangal ng tao at ng
kalikasan?
Ilang mungkahi upang makabangon
sa krisis.
1. Kulang / Krisis – Depende sa
klase ng krisis, pakitanong: Ano
po ang nawala, nasira o
nagkulang ngayong krisis?
Maaaring
magkuwento.
Makisabay sa kuwento ng
pagkawala or pagkasira ng

Ang mga dumalo sa Community
Celebration ay binigyan ng pagkakataon
bumahagi ng kanilang karanasan sa
Ondoy at dumaan sila sa proseso na
inilahad ni Fr. Ted. Binigyan ng prioridad
ang mga myembro na binaha o kaya
nalagay sa kagipitan sa kalakasan ng
bagyo.
Ang dinaanan na proseso sa gabing
iyon ay isang hakbang upang ibalik ang
tamang kaayusan at balanse sa mga
buhay ng mga nasalanta para
makabangon sila uli. Dahil lahat tayo ay
may mga kakila na dumadaan sa mga
iba’t ibang krisis at pwedeng natin
gamitin ang prosesong ito sa pagbibigay

May K ka ba?
Teodulo P. Gonzales, SJ
Center for Family Ministries

kalooban. Makiramdam sa
pagkagulat, pagiging tulala,
pagkagalit, pagkapit sa nawala,
pagkalungkot o pagtanggap.
Maaaring masiraan ng loob o
maaaring magtiwala na hindi
tayo pinapabayaan. (Halibawa:
nawala ang mga appliance,
furniture, bahay, kapuso o
kapamilya.)
2. Kalakasan / Kalikasan – Sa
karanasan ng krisis, pakitanong
ng may paggalang: Sa kabila ng
lahat, ano po ang ipinagpapasalamat? Ano pa po ang

Fr. Ted Gonzales, SJ

payo sa kanila, nililimbag naming ang
mungkahi ni Fr. Ted sa ibaba.
Ted & Susan Concepcion
SSFM / Archangel Gabriel BCGG

naiiwan na lakas o galing? Ano
po ang hindi nawala o meron pa
sa inyo? Maaaring maliitin ang
sarili o maaaring makita ang
galing at iangat ang sarili.
(Halimbawa: Nandiyan pa po
ang ilan sa aking pamilya,
kamag-anak, tunay na kaibigan,
buhay pa po ako at pwedeng
magtrabaho.)
3. Kailangang gawin / Kayang
ayusin – May nasira o nawala,
nayanig, nawalan ng balance.
Pakitanong: Ano po ang
kailangang ayusin? Ano po ang
kailangang
bawasan
o
dagdagan? Ano po ang
kailangang ihanda? Maaaring
magpabigat ng problema o
maging solusyon. Maaaring
maghintay na lang at maging
Continued on page 2
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A special blessing for community members gravely
affected by the typhoon.
Above and below: Counseling/intervention.
Fr. Ted

October 16
Community
Celebration
ME 96, auxies for the Nov. 20-22, 2009 ME weekend,
request support in the recruitment of candidates.
The best
smiles of the
day, as
documented
by Anchit
with his trusty
camera.

Mt. Olivet BCGG

May K ka ba? ... continued from page 1

pala-asa, o gagawa ng paraan. (Halimbawa:
Kailangang maglinis ng bahay. Kailangang magluto.
Kailangang bumalik sa trabaho.)
4. Kahulugan / Kahalagahan – May mga nasira,
natangay, nawala? Nawawala rin ang kasiyahan,
kapangyarihan at kayamanan. Nasusubukan ang mas
mahalaga o malalalim na ugat o kinakapitang mas
importante. Pakitanong: Ano po ang nakita ninyo na
mas mahalaga? Ano po ang pinakamahalaga o
pinapangarap ninyo? Maaaring magalit sa dilim o
magliwanag. (Halimbawa: magsikap upang
mapatapos ang mga anak. Magtrabaho upang
makaluwag-luwag. Makabayad sa utang. Kumapit
sa Diyos.)
5. Kasama / Kaagapay – Minsan pakiramdam na nagiisa na lang at pinababayaan. Sa mga bumabangon,
may pagkakaisa o bayanihan. Pakitanong: Sino po
ang maaaring magtulungan? Kanino maaaring

makipag-ugnayan? Sino-sino ang may parehas na
layunin o direksyon na maaaring makipagdamayan?
Maaaring magkanya-kanya o magmalasakit sa kapwa.
(Halimbawa: Makipag-ugnayan o makipagtulungan
sa mga kapitbahay upang tumulong sa paglilinis.
Makipag-ugnayan sa DSWD, DOH, Red Cross, sa
Simbahang Lingkod, doktor, pari, guro, barangay
health worker, microfinance/coop.)
6. Kultura / Kalinangan (Kailangang ipagpatuloy sa
pagbabalik sa dangal ng tao o sanktuaryo ng paligid.)
– May panandaliang pagbangon o pakikilahok dahil
masaya subalit may pagbangon na pangmatagalan o
pagsasakripisyo ang pagbabago ng ugali. Pakitanong:
Ano po ang kailangang itanim upang mamunga ng
masagana? Ano po ang kailangang itabi o ihanda para
sa kinabukasan? Ano ang kailangang pagsikapan
upang maibalik ang kaayusan? (Halimbawa:
Kailangang maging maayos ang pag-aaral.
Kailangang maging malusog. Kailangang magtipid at
mag-impok para sa kabuhayan.)
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f you have more, give to those
who have less.
If you have everything, give to
those who have nothing.
If you give, you will receive.
If you die giving of yourself, you
will live forever.
All the above and more is the
message of today’s Gospel reading (Mk.
10: 17-30). Possessed by God, not
possessed by possessions. This is what
so many of our people are experiencing
after the giant floods from typhoons
Ondoy and Pepeng. From all sectors of
society, from all walks of life – the
spontaneous and generous response to
the victims of the floods is just incredible.

National Cross
Sunday Homily - October 11, 2009
Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

From the rich, middle-class, and the poor.
From the old, to the middle-aged, to the
youth. And this has been happening after
every major disaster in the past, all the
way to the present.
Let me focus on our Filipino youth,
who really give me great hope in my old
age. In every disaster in the past, all the
way to the recent Ondoy, so many of
our young adults and teenagers have
been reaching out to the victims, and a
number of them have really been heroes
in literally giving their lives to save
others.
Remember the student Robin
Garcia? Quite a number of years ago,
after that killer earthquake in
Cabanatuan, Nueva Ecija, Robin saved
the lives of his five schoolmates. After
that, he went back into the darkness of
their collapsed building to save more, but
was caught by an aftershock. A concrete
slab hit him, and he later died in the
hospital, with a smile on his face.
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What about that 13-year-old
excellent swimmer Sajid Bulig who
saved no less than six people from
drowning during that pagoda tragedy in
Bulacan? In his last attempt to save a
seventh person, Sajid was hit by a big
wooden slab that led to his own death.
And now we have Muelmar
Magallanes, our 18 year-old construction
worker, who evacuated his family at the
height of the Ondoy flood in Bagong
Silangan, Q. C. After that, Muelmar kept
going back to save their trapped
neighbors from their rooftops, until he
was able to save some thirty people. But
then, after all that, he still heard a woman
screaming for help with her baby.
Exhausted and shivering, the heroic
Muelmar succeeded in saving the
mother and child, but he himself was
swept away by strong currents – and
perished. My faith tells me that he is now
with God for all eternity.
There were countless others from
all ages and sectors who responded to
the flood victims at the risk of their own
lives. Most of them did not die, but their
spontaneous
generosity
and
compassionate efforts in reaching out to
others are beyond description. The relief
centers and rehabilitation efforts
continue to operate, and will do so for
many more months to come.
All this is a most visible sign of God’s
loving presence among us. Without the
Lord’s sustaining and merciful presence,
our people would not be able to do what
they have been doing. And this does not
apply to just those who respond to the
victims, but to the victims themselves.
The religious faith and resiliency of
our flood victims have been so evident
and strong. God is our closest companion
in everything we do, and in everything
that happens to us. God’s laws of nature
are imperfect, moving slowly toward
perfection, one step at a time. This is
God’s design and will for mankind. The
imperfections of nature, including natural
disasters and human sinfulness, are

crosses that are opportunities for us to
carry with faith and love – so that such
crosses are God-given opportunities for
us to love even more, and thus be closer
to Him. As we keep saying over and
over again: The cross is neither a curse
nor a punishment from God. It is rather
an opportunity for our growth, greatness,
and Godliness as persons and as a nation.
Part of this current national cross
that we are carrying is to once and for
all make the difficult efforts in preventing
the man-made consequences of natural
disasters in the future, for the sake of
our people, especially the poor. Our
environmental experts and trained urban
planners have repeatedly reminded us
of what needs to be done. Among others:
• The need to construct a
spillway in Parañaque to
drain water from Laguna
Lake to Manila Bay.
• To desilt the Pasig and
Marikina Rivers to
accommodate more water.
• To improve drainage
systems and garbage
disposal problems.
• To once and for all prevent
logging, especially in the
Sierra Madre mountain
ranges.
God helps those who help
themselves. May the Ondoy-Pepeng
disasters serve as our national wake-up
call to our government and to all of us.
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E DITORIAL
We have seen and heard over the
past three weeks what typhoons and
floods can do to lives, livelihoods,
property and infrastructure. For many,
especially our poor, the resulting
suffering and pain have been measured
by loss of life, of meager possessions
and the onset of various illnesses. Days
earlier, we read about underwater
earthquakes and related tsunami among
the far Pacific islands, and a 7.6 intensity
earthquake in Indonesia. Not long ago
we had the tsunami that devastated parts
of Western Sumatra, Phuket, Sri Lanka
and the Seychelles Islands. We are
seeing increasing signs of climate
change. What is GOD reminding us by
these calamities? We must take better
If there has been a failure
of governance, are we not in
one way or another
ultimately responsible?

care of one another and of the bounties of
nature GOD has entrusted into our care.
The Philippines has limited nearterm capability to mitigate natural
calamities and can mainly REACT to
contain their resulting damage. Thus, it
is important to maintain the continuity
of global efforts to curb greenhouse gas
emissions. The Kyoto Protocol on
Climate Change will expire soon. There
is urgent NEED to agree on a successor
instrument in the forthcoming
Conference of Parties in Denmark.
There are daunting challenges before
it. Not least are the rivalries of nations,
the addiction to lifestyles and
consumption of fuels and materials,
which generate harmful gases into the
atmosphere.
Calamities from the forces of
NATURE, the 20+ typhoons that visit
us each year, are part of life in the
Philippines. But Ondoy brought

So, What Now?
extremely high and concentrated rainfall,
perhaps the highest in 40 years! It
elicited a spontaneous outpouring of
support, the Bayanihan spirit that
reflects the best qualities of the Filipino
and the ideals we treasure in Magis
Deo. But the pity of it is that so much
CONSEQUENTIAL damage from
Ondoy, the FLOODS, could have been
significantly avoided. WHY? HOW?
Many thoughtful commentaries have
been reported in our newspapers WHY
these floods came to pass: (1) failure to
implement flood control plans - to
construct the necessary infrastructure
and to maintain them thereafter, (2) the
indiscriminate development of
residential, commercial, and industrial
properties in flood-prone areas, (3)
failure to enforce zoning and
construction standards, and (4) the
proliferation of informal settlers in creekside and riverbank shanty sites.
If there has been a failure of
governance, are we not in one way or
another ultimately responsible? We
place government officials into positions
of power by the way we vote or simply
FAIL TO VOTE. If they prove
incompetent, do we hold them to
account? If corruption played a part,
what responsibility do we bear for
tolerating, or worse, playing along with
the system?
So, What Now?
By November 30 next month, those
who intend to run for election must file
their Certificates of Candidacy. These
must be for President, Vice President,
the Senate, House of Representatives,
Provincial Governors, City and Town
Mayors, and local government. We
have a DUTY to know more about the
character, the qualifications and past
track record of the candidates for at
least the most important positions. We
need to know what they are

committing to do if elected and the
Program of Government, if any, that
they intend to pursue. We may even
need to decide, after prayerful
discernment, whether we are
prepared to vote for a candidate even
if he is for HB 5043, or vote, instead,
for another, who is against HB 5043.
We have selected our leaders on
the basis of perceived personality rather
than programs. They have in turn
promised the moon. Did they live up to
their promises? For all too many of us,
we have voted on the basis of kinship,
for “utang na loob,” for favors paid or
promised. Until everyone who has the
power to vote can exercise it without
fear or favor, we cannot be assured
If we are concerned that our ONE
vote cannot make a difference,
then we ought to join up with other
like-minded citizens so that the
Power of One can become the
Power of Many.

good government. If we are concerned
that our ONE vote cannot make a
difference, then we ought to join up with
other like-minded citizens so that the
Power of One can become the Power
of Many.
We need to reach out to our
disenfranchised poor. Disenfranchised
in reality because when they SELL their
vote they merely perpetuate their
dependence on those who profit from
their BEING poor and dependent. To
truly liberate the poor, Government and
private sector must cooperate to
relocate the dispossessed from their
shanties to new, safe locations. The
plans must be supported with good
access to cheap transportation to get
them to work, or coordinated with
employment projects brought to their
Continued on page 5
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C OUNCIL C ORNER
Monchito & Tina Mossesgeld
Chaircouple / Cana BCGG

Throughout the past 20 years,
one thing has been very clear. God
loves us!
From our beginnings as the Magis Deo
Community to what we are today, through
our high and low points, our consolations
and desolations, in all that God has privileged
us to serve as a community, and in our
individual and family lives and
circumstances, we have unmistakably felt
God’s presence deeply.
In the face of God’s immeasurable
love for us, we are constantly invited to
pray on the three-fold question that
Ignatius of Loyola suggests in the Spiritual
Exercises: What have I done for Christ?
What am I doing for Christ? What will I
do for Christ? In the words of the
psalmist: What return can I make to the
Lord for His goodness to me? (Psalm 116).
What response to God’s love shall we
make as couples, as families and as a
community?
This is a question we all must pray
on as we continually seek how to more
generously and concretely respond in
greater love to God’s love for us. But as
members of the Magis Deo Community,
we must very seriously consider one
response to God’s love: get more involved
and give more of our time, talent and
treasure in the activities and programs of
the community through which God has
loved and blessed us.
Involvement starts with regular
attendance and participation in small group
meetings such as ME Weekend reunions,
Post LSS reunions and BCGG meetings.
Beyond this, however, involvement is

Magis

expressed through attendance and
participation in membership formation
programs for our own spiritual growth.
We also have community celebrations
and fellowships that bring us together in
worship and to celebrate our oneness as
a community called by God to serve him

Responding
Generously
to God’s Love
and our neighbor. Attending these
gatherings is not only a responsibility as
members but is likewise a very important
expression of involvement.
Membership in community ministries
and committees is another way of
responding to God’s love. Through these
ministries and communities, we serve our
community and our fellow members
(couples and families) and their growth.
Service to our community is an expression
of stewardship for the community God has
entrusted to us as it enables the community
and its various ministries and committees
to accomplish thrusts, goals and objectives.
Serving our fellow members is an
expression of stewardship, care and love
for them and their growth.
We serve others outside the
community through the programs of the
ministries: Marriage Encounter Weekend,
Suyuan, Buhay Espiritwal Mag-asawa,
livelihood programs, and other outreach
programs such as those in Gawad Kalinga
communities.
Serving our community and others
outside of our community, particularly
those lives we touch through our outreach

So, What Now? ... continued from page 4

long term. Not only for this election but
also for those to come.

new locations. These will take time and
resources. The longer it is delayed, the
more likely it will be for those dispossessed
by Ondoy’s floods to trickle back to their
old home sites. We will then need to think

I have written the foregoing on a
“WE” basis. Perhaps because of the
concern that ONE of us alone CAN’T
make a difference. Perhaps because I
don’t consider myself to be particularly
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programs, is essential to our Christian
faith; it is not negotiable. Surely, we can
devote a couple of days in the month to
serving, no matter how busy we are.
Service to those who have less in life is
also our way of solidarity with them
which is part of our solidarity with Christ
and the expression of our love for God.
Through serving them, we likewise help
our community to be God’s instrument
of His love to others, building His
kingdom of peace, love and justice here
on earth.
Another way of responding to God’s
love is making ourselves available for
leadership positions. Our community needs
generous hearted persons who are willing
to serve and take responsibility for leading
the way and moving the community
forward according to God’s will.
In a couple of weeks, the community
will elect four new members of our
Pastoral Council. This election is
important for the future of our
community. We all have a critical role in
the coming Pastoral Council election. We
all have something at stake.
Let us all pray that God will open the
hearts of those eligible to be voted to make
themselves available to be elected. Let us
all pray that all those eligible to vote will
discern and choose wisely those they will
elect. Let us all attend the community
recollection in the morning of the election
and ask for God’s Spirit to be with us.
Let the qualified voters be present at the
elections and cast their votes. Let us all
do our part.
God loves us without measure. Let
us respond as generously as we can by
serving our community and others and
by making ourselves available to be
servant-leaders of our community.

“political.” Perhaps because I am too
lazy “to get off my butt.” Are you like
me? Let’s help one another make a start.
I PROMISE TO VOTE! … By the way
… Have you heard about the “Power
of Nine”?
Tony del Rosario, Council/John BCGG
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All of us know that the Philippines is
along the path of typhoons. Many of us
who have lived for some time in Metro
Manila (especially in Marikina, España
and the University Belt Area, Araneta Ave.
and Talayan in Quezon City) have
experienced some flooding especially
during the rainy months of June to
August.
But none of us ever imagined that
typhoon Ondoy on September 26,
2009,would leave us with a horrible
experience that we only see in the big
screens… its swath was so wide, it was
difficult to believe it was real. Property
damage and loss of life were unimaginable
and unquantifiable! It was a nightmare for
young and old, rich and poor.
In the midst of this crisis, however,
the Filipinos’ resiliency, spirit of
volunteerism,
cooperation
and
“bayanihan” stood out. Once more we
showed the world that we are naturally
cheerful and grateful givers. For it is said:
“Whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows generously
will also reap generously. Each man
should give what he has decided in his
heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver” (2
Corinthians 9: 6-7).
In our own Magis
Deo Community for
example, despite the fact
that some members
were also victims of
Ondoy’s wrath, they still
generously responded to
the Pastoral Council’s
call for donations through
their tireless and hard
working BCGG and
Sector Heads.
As Aida del Rosario shared, “Though
Aya’s GK Village suffered from typhoon
Ondoy, I thank God that they were spared
from the devastation that happened in other
areas of Metro Manila.
The main street into the village was
flooded up to chest level, making it
difficult for the village residents to go in
or out that they had to improvise by tying
a rope to a fence. The inner streets, built
higher than the main road, were flooded
to knee level, and in some areas, up to
hip level. The houses were also at levels
higher than the main road so only the

Magis Deo, a cheerful and
grateful giver
Regie & Daisy de Guzman, Council Overseer - Outreach Ministry
(with reports from Aida del Rosario, Sally Chua Chiaco, Mila Sison,
Jet Quimel, Malu Panlilio, Maricel Suarez and Eve Bañez)

units on the ground floor were affected
by the floods. Residents were able to go
up to the second floor residential units,
and most went to the 2nd and 3rd floors of
the multi-purpose hall.

a.

By God’s grace, the flood subsided
quickly so by the next day the residents
started the process of cleaning up the
mud in their homes and around the village.

b.
c.

Our family, many friends and
members of Magis Deo came to the
rescue and donated relief goods, sacks
of rice, candles, and cash which was
used to purchase some grocery items,
cleaning agents and more rice. These
were distributed to the 120 families in
Aya’s GK Village.”
In Pateros, even before Mayor Joey
Medina appealed for donations over the
radio, the Corinthians
BCGG thru Mila Sison,
had already caused the
packing and delivery of the
first batch of relief goods
consisting of rice, canned
goods and noodles to
about 80 Suyuan families
of Brgy. Sta. Ana who
were forced to leave their
homes (which were
submerged to chest-deep
water) for almost a week.
Another batch of relief
goods,
this
time
consisting of used clothing, Lactum milk,
coffee, canned goods and medicines,
were sent on Oct. 10, 2009.
In Olandes, Marikina, Mustard Seed
BCGG with Philip and Malu Panlilio
likewise responded to the call of duty.
They distributed relief goods also
consisting of food, rice, canned goods,
clothes, soap, medicines, candles and
cash to more than 120 families.
With the generous hearts of our
Magis Deo members, here are what we
have donated, solicited, and distributed:

d.

To its affected members – some
were given cash, others relief
goods.
Empathy
cards
personally made by Jet Quimel
were also given.
Donations for Simbahang
Lingkod Bayan – P25,000
Donations for Aya’s GK Village
· 120 bags containing 2 kg of
rice, 2 sardines, 4 crackers,
6 pancit, cleaning agents, rags
· 120 bags with 1 sardines, 1
corned beef, 1 sausage/
meatloaf, 3 pancit, 1 soy sauce,
1 vinegar, 1 Zonrox, 1 detergent,
1 bar soap
· 120 bags with 2 kg of rice
· 8 sacks of rice
Donations for Olandes, Marikina
· 27 big bags/sacks containing
new clothes, blankets, jackets,
towels, pillows, children’s stuff
· 21 bags containing Lysol,
alcohol, bath soap, laundry
soap, toothbrush, toothpaste,
shampoo, scrubbing pads
· 80 bags containing bath soap,
laundry soap, mineral water,
milk, sardines, noodles
· 80 bags containing 3 kg of rice,
noodles, sardines, old clothes
· 83 packs/shopping bags of
biscuits
· 1 big box of medicines
containing
paracetamol,
loperamide,
children’s
analgesic, children’s cough
syrup
· 1 bag of shoes
· 1 dozen underwear
· Cooked rice, sopas for 100
persons
· Cooked mongo, boiled eggs,
bread for 100 persons
· 2 sacks of rice and clothes
· 100 bottles of mineral water
· Cash

Continued on page 7
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Hepa B Vaccination at Aya’s GK Village Completed
Tony & Aida del Rosario, Council / John BCGG

As reported earlier, last April 18, 2009, 102
children ages 4 to 12 at Aya’s GK Village in
Multinational Village, Parañaque, received their
first Hepa B vaccination. This was followed by
the second round of shots given on May 23.
Last Sunday, October 18, the third and last
shots were given to the children to guarantee
they are Hepa B free for life.
For the first time in their lives, they now
have a medical card and records to keep track
of their medical histories.

The Hands of Christ
Robert H. Schuller
Dr. Louis Evans tells of visiting a
mission station in Korea with a medical
missionary friend who invited him to
witness a major operation. The surgical
ward was a crude shop. The heat was
stifling. The odors almost overwhelmed
the visiting American minister. But the
steady missionary doctor kept at his
task with untiring skill. After seven hours
he stood up, faced Dr. Evans, and
announced that the job was done. While
walking back to the missionary’s modest
office Dr. Evans asked him, “How much
would you have been paid for that
operation in America?”
“Probably fifty-five hundred dollars,”
the doctor answered.
Evans said, “I’m curious. How much
do you get here in Korea in this mission
station?”
The doctor picked from his desk a
dented copper coin and said, “Well, to
begin with – this. The patient came into
our mission holding this coin and with
tears in her eyes asked me, ‘Doctor, do
you suppose this would pay for an
operation?’ I looked at her and said, ‘I

think so!’” He went on, “To begin with,
just knowing that my hands for a few
hours have been the hands of Jesus
Christ that have brought healing to a
sick woman.”
God has no hands but yours to do
good in this world.
***
Dear Jesus, please use my hands
to be instruments of your love and grace
today, first to my loved ones, and then
to anyone You bring across my path.
***

This very noble and generous medical
mission was made possible with the help
of the Louie Tabuena Liver Foundation. The
daughter of the late Louie Tabuena, Tere
Tabuena del Rosario, facilitated and was
present in all three missions.
Magis Deo and the South Sector, in
particular, would like to thank the Louie
Tabuena Liver Foundation and Tere T. del
Rosario for their very generous support.

Magis Deo ... continued from page 6
e.

Donations for Brgy. Sta. Ana,
Pateros
· 14 sacks of rice
· 16 cases of sardines
· 26 cases of Wow Ulam
· 12 cartons of noodles
· 5 packs of 3-in-1 Nescafe
· 5 pails of biscuits
· 2 cases of Vienna sausage
· 32 kg of Lactum baby milk
powder
· 2 cases of bottled water
· 3 big boxes of unused clothing,
blankets, etc.
· 2 packs t-shirts
· P1,000 used to purchase one
sack of rice
· Assorted medicines
On behalf of the Outreach Ministry,
we thank everyone for their generous
response to reach out to our kababayans
affected by typhoon Ondoy. We salute
each one for responding in their own way
(whether through service, cash, or in kind)
not only to Magis Deo but most especially
to our many friends, relatives, neighbors,
Parish and community. Bayanihan and
kabalikatan spirit is indeed alive!
We know what we gave to the
victims of Ondoy are temporary material
help; more than these, what we must do
for them and for us all, is to come up
with a clean environment. Let’s start now
before it’s too late.
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2nd Jun Sison Cup
Leo Soliman, Corinthians BCGG

This time we were not to be denied. Sidetracked from
its original schedule due to the persistent rains that made
the Phil. Navy golf course unplayable and the damaging
effects of typhoons Ondoy and Pepeng, the much awaited
2nd Jun Sison Cup pushed through last October 21, 2009,
but not without the threat of another kill joy by the name
of typhoon Ramil.
But Ramil or no Ramil, the avid players just couldn’t
wait to swing it out, having been deprived of the game
for over a month. And so, as early as 6 am with the
heavens opening up and gifting us with sunshine, the
players trooped to the Phil. Navy Golf Club to whack it
up for the 2 nd Jun Sison Cup. Brave souls, they are,
notwithstanding the horrific experiences many just had
from Ondoy and Pepeng.
But what could one do? Their love for the game and
for the man of the hour encompass the perils of rain.
Gigil na gigil nang pumalo, e. Hence, off the course they
went, toting with them their trusted clubs and aspiring to
hit good shots to win the coveted trophies and raffle prizes.
On hand at the registration to greet and log in the
players were Leo and Marilyn Soliman, Apin Llamas, Eli
and Edith Prieto, Claro and Linda Santos, Jay Ng Sy, and
Community Service Ministry chair couple Miles and
Evelyn San Pedro. Tony del Rosario and Lito Gonzales
graced the tournament.
Thirty three golfers swung their hearts out, each enjoying
every minute of the game. The lush and manicured greens
of the Navy golf course and the genuine camaraderie of the
golfers made the affair worth remembering.
Golfers from Magis Deo were Jun Sison, Eli Prieto,
John Boren, Butch and Lark Marking, Rex Aguila, and
Ted Concepcion. Mike Magpayo and Berlin Juanzon of
ME 97 played with 11 others from Merville Golf Club
headed by Dr. Gerry Soliman; 4 players from La Salle
(JP Soliman, Gian Soliman, Chino Soliman and Niko
Santiano), 2 players from Ateneo (Peejay and Roel
Concepcion) and 7 others from SGV & Co. Muchas
gracias to you all.
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Our generous sponsor and host Atty. Antero
“Jun” Sison teed off with the ceremonial ball.

Tournament Champions
Low Gross Champion
Low Net Champion
Class A Champion
Class A Runner Up
Class B Champion
Class B Runner Up
Class C Champion

Noel Trinos
Butch Marking
Boy Bunye
Nilo Punzalan
Gerry Soliman
Gen. Flutz Aquino
Berlin Juanzon
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SGV
Magis Deo
SGV
SGV
Merville
Merville
Magis Deo

The raffle prizes, oh so many of them, were
single-handedly sourced by our untiring chief Miles
San Pedro. All went home with a prize in tow. Many
thanks to the sponsors: Marsman-Drysdale, Danny
and Charito Dimayuga, Richard Dalao, SGV &
Co., to name a few. Oh yes, Mike Magpayo also
donated two raffle prizes. So happy was he on
winning one of the 3 grand prizes that he gave
P500 as additional donation. This guy just won’t
stop giving, huh? Way to go, Mike.
So happy too was John Boren that he promised
to sponsor another tournament on his birthday on
April 14, 2010. Thanks, John. This early, we’ll start
preparing for this. Don’t forget the lechon, ha?
To cap the event, a tribute to the man who
started it all. From a simple fellowship game
(conceptualized by Claro Santos) in honor of a
Magis stalwart, who would have thought that the
event would give rise to generous fundraisings and
multiple tournaments. No better person to set the
trend but Atty. Jun Sison himself. Our heartful
thanks, Tito Jun.
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LOOKING BACK, LOOKING FORWARD
Joy S. Uy-Tioco, Micah BCGG

Looking back at the “May K ka ba?” exercise Fr. Ted
Gonzales gave us at the October 16 Community Celebration
in the aftermath of Typhoon Ondoy, I realized what a lifegiving tool we had been given. Simply put, when we
experience a life-threatening crisis, we are traumatized and
consequently lose our equilibrium, our balance, our peace of
mind, heart and soul, not to mention valued possessions. As a
community we were all hit by Typhoon Ondoy, the degree of
our trauma depending on the severity of our experience, our
individual make-up, our reactions and responses. The
challenge for survivors of a “Krisis” is to carry the weight of
the problem, not allow ourselves to be crushed by it, to look
backwards just enough so that we can move forward.
That evening, divided into small sharing groups we asked
ourselves: did we have enough “K”? Here are the six
questions, the six “Ks” we reflected on:
1. We shared our stories of the Great Flood, and in this
way, named the first “K” – the “Kulang dahil sa
Krisis” – what we had lost – material possessions,
our peace of mind, our security, our joy in the simple
pleasures of family and a cherished home. After
sharing our feelings, especially the feelings of shock,
loss, grief, anxiety, we were all invited to reflect on
another side of loss – in spite of, because of disaster
and crisis, could we name something/s we were
grateful for?
2. Thus surfaced the next “K - Kalakasan” – strengths
which could remain hidden by trauma. Gratitude was
a big buzzword: for the family all safe, for the rescue,
the help of neighbors and friends and strangers,
gratitude for a rooftop, gratitude for young sons who
carried the refrigerator to the second floor, gratitude
to have spent the night in MacDonald’s high and dry,
because the very next day, the couple could reach
out to families in our mission areas with compassion
and with no distractions. There even was a big miracle
- gratitude for a neighbor’s autistic son who fell through
roof and ceiling and opened a way out for a father and
his two daughters trapped on the second floor.
3. Next the discernment – the third “K – ang mga
Kailangan ayusin o gawin” in order to replace,
recover, restore, the balance that was lost. Some
solutions came readily, others less so. How does one
clean up one’s home with the report of another typhoon
on the way? What do I need to prepare for, what do
I need to do? What am I called to do, and NOT to do?
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4. We asked “anu-ano ang mga Kahulugan o
Kaliwanagan na lumitaw dahil sa Krisis?” And now
came the graced stories of insight and awareness. When
survivors are forced to choose, we let go of something
in order to grasp more firmly something clearly more
dear. Whether it is about things: rescuing passports
and allowing the TV and cellphone to drop into the
water, or life: climbing to the rooftop sans jackets, food,
water, umbrella, or that ultimate clarity of vision, the
realization that death by drowning is imminent, we are
forced to good – to choose what is truly important and
what is not, to accept what we cannot do and do what
we can, to stop all activity and enter into that enlightened
moment when we simply let go: Lord, if You want us
now, we go to You now.
5. Ang mga Kasama o mga Kaagapay na maaring
makakatulong o makasabay sa Krisis. The sense
of community seems to have surfaced stronger than
the sense of isolation and helplessness. Cellphones and
TV and radio were technological graces, linking the
survivor shivering on a rooftop to the rest of us. Help
poured in, delivery hampered by roads clogged by
drowned cars. One woman I know bought 500,000
bottles of water and delivered to the DSWD. From
Gen. Trias, Cavite, I received a text from a grassroot
community I regularly pray with – “kmi po sa awa
ng Diyos hnd nman po kmi apektdo. Saan po
mpdala ang aming nilikom n tlong” With the help
of volunteers from CIS, their donation reached the
parish of Christ King of the Universe along the Tullahan
River in Marikina. When the widow’s mite arrived, it
was a jeepload of clothes, groceries and even cash.
The clothes were washed, mended, neatly folded
according to size. The power of community, the power
of creating systems and net-working to reach beyond our
means, the power of compassion, the power of being
always available when the Lord calls.
6. Ang Kultura/Kalinangan – Finally, we make a
forward examen - how do we nurture the culture, the
way of thinking, the seeds that need to be planted so
that the lessons of the Krisis grow into many-branched
trees with birds, their roots deep and wide, securely
netting soil and rain so that the next time the rains
come, it will be water that gives life, as it was meant
to be.
Thank you, Fr. Ted, for your intervention.
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If there’s a prize for a group that best exemplifies the phrase
“moving on,” I believe the Pateros Suyuan group would win the
award hands down. For how else could you describe the attitude
of the group, still reeling from the nightmarish effects of typhoons
Ondoy and Pepeng on their barangay, yet still attending the
scheduled value formation program of Magis Deo last Oct. 25,
2009 with the same enthusiasm as before? They came in full
force, all 56 of them, with not a trace of despair on their faces.
On the contrary, smiles of thanksgiving were pasted all over
their persons. The pictures on this page attest to this. Our hats
off to you, guys.
To complement their “high,” the Central Sector headed by
Jun and Mila Sison likewise came full bodied and ever ready .
From the Corinthians BCGG Apin and Chie Llamas, Ciel and
Manet Yap with their charming apo Tia, Regie and Daisy de
Guzman and Leo Soliman attended. From Thessalonians came
Art and Grace Santos, Aggie and Marty Escalona, Jon and Kleng
Cobico, Bobbit and Precy Cruz, Pete Nabong, and Mark and
Cecille Cuevas.
Henry Cruz of Psalm 46 conducted the subjects Kaayusan
(order) and Kalusugan (health) and boy, how he nailed it. Henry
had the jampacked crowd so deeply involved that not a soul was
left not laughing at his antics. All, and I mean including us auxies,
got to understand the meat of his talk in an enjoyable atmosphere.
Henry, believe me when I say, you outdid yourself this time.
Not to be outdone were Mark and Cecille Cuevas who talked
about Integrity (Modules 7 and 8). Yes, although a rare commodity
nowadays, Mark and Cecille delivered the message effectively.
Danny and Charito Dimayuga of Sirach provided the salami
sandwiches for the morning merienda. Mila Sison catered the
delicious lunch that had everyone full. To complete the meals,
Art and Grace Santos pitched in for the afternoon merienda. To
those who gave their time, talents and treasures for this worthy
endeavor, I assure you, God is glad.
I don’t know how the officers and elders of the Pateros
Suyuan group were able to motivate their members to attend

Magis
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Leo Soliman, Corinthians BCGG
our seminar, coming at the heels of the devastation, with
some of their houses still under water; but I surely would
like to find out. I wouldn’t be surprised if they were
spiritually inspired, and I would like to think that the Magis
spirit had rested on their persona. We thank the officers
and the members for their dedication and cooperation.
Yes, that Magis spirit is very evident among the Pateros
Suyuan group. I’m sure the same is true with all our
outreach programs. And should this spirit it catch on with
all the members of the community, how lovely it would be.
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Graces from the “God of Small Things”
The Ondoy Experience in Olandes, Marikina
Philip & Malu Panlilio, Vice Chaircouple / Mustard Seed BCGG

The graces of faith and generosity
from God stood out from the Ondoy
aftermath in Olandes, Marikina.
During their storytelling at the Crisis
Intervention Stress Debriefing on
October 18, the more than 80 Suyuan
families in Olandes attested to one
common force – the saving grace of God
and their pananalig sa Diyos, which
make them hopeful for the present.
Tears, thanksgiving, and for some,
their inability to speak out of the trauma,
characterized where they were. They
acknowledged the hand of God in
making them live despite the floods that
sent them to their roofs and without food
for a day. The Ondoy victims and
survivors in Olandes demonstrated
strong faith in God which saved their
lives and enabled them to embrace their
sufferings with acceptance and
gratitude.
The forgiveness among some
neighbors and generosity of all at the
height of the floods – sharing roofs,
limited food, and helping each other in
order to survive – was a special grace
of God.

They felt the love of other people
through the generous outpouring of help
which they could not imagine they would
get in terms of the tremendous response
of relief. They were specially thankful
to Magis Deo for their assistance.
Olandes is an outreach area of
Mustard Seed BCGG since 2002. To
date twelve Suyuans have been
conducted in Olandes for over 150
couples. At present, around 80 couples
are actively involved in the Suyuan
enrichment program which consists of
household prayer meetings, bi-weekly
Suyuan prayer meetings, and service in
the parish.
Olandes is a settlement site for
informal settlers in the barangay of
Industrial Valley in Marikina City,
located near the Marikina riverbank. It
covers 38.8 hectares of land and has a
total population of 15,295. There are
about 978 households in Olandes, with
average family size of 4.7. Olandes is
the poorest segment of the barangay
and of the Nativity of Our Lady Parish.
Ondoy brought together the
Mustard Seed life supporters in a

The church where Suyuan meetings are held was under
water up to the roof level. Aling Mary, the church caretaker,
was rescued from the roof, clinging to the cross. The debris
around the church has since been cleared.

special way. It was faith in action which
brought the Mustard Seed out of their
Friday prayer meetings. Remarkable
was the generous response especially
from those life supporters who were
themselves in need. It was genuine
growth in Christ’s love. Sacred Space’s
reflection on the parable of the Mustard
Seed (October 27, 2009) referred to the
“God of small things,” a title of a
popular Indian work of literature:
Not alone do we grow from
small beginnings of faith, but
we also grow in faith and love
through the small and
ordinary experiences of life.
God, creator of heaven and
earth, is interested in the things
of our lives which loom large
for us but may seem trivial to
others – our aches and pains,
our hurts and griefs, our daily
work, and all that goes to make
up our lives.
More importantly, Magis Deo’s
generous response as a Community to
Olandes was significant and crossed
Continued on page 13

Mustard Seed BCGG members meet with the Olandes Suyuan community
leaders to assess the immediate and medium-term needs of the residents.
Each community leader is in charge of 12 to 15 families.

Issue No. 46

Magis

COUNCIL
CORNER
A
FTERTHOUGHTS

13

Zarah Gagatiga, Mt. Olivet BCGG

All I need to know about life, love

and loss I learned after Ondoy.

Life.

That Saturday, September
26, 2009, Domeng and I planned to have
breakfast in McDonald’s. It is something
of a routine we do when payday comes.
It turned out that the weather was too
good for sleeping in. We woke up late
and I had to rush for work. By 10:30

Lif
e After
Life
Ondo
y
Ondoy
a.m., Domeng called me at work to
inform me of the rising floodwaters in
Pinagbuhatan, Pasig City. Two hours
after his frantic call, phone lines and
electricity were down in the area. I was
stranded in a cozy place with all the
amenities this frivolous world could offer
while my family endured Ondoy’s might
and wrath.
I was dry and safe. But guilt, regret
and worry flooded me in. I was

diminished. My only salvation was
prayer. When I reached our flooded
home the morning after, all that mattered
was seeing my family, my very reason
for being, all in one piece.

him for updates. Before electricity was
cut off, Nico was tuned in a local station
that had this message to listeners: God
will never abandon us.

Loss. And God is indeed with us
even after Ondoy. The assistance, help
to pass, I held on to prayer. It did and support from relatives and friends
wonders. An inner voice assured me that have been tremendous. I have no right
Domeng could weather Ondoy without to complain.
me; that Nico and Zoe would be safe;
A month after fleeing Pasig, Domeng
that yaya Joy would offer whatever help
went back to survey the extent of
is necessary to ease the kids’ anxiety.
damage and necessary clean up. From
True enough, they all managed to
the look of things versus our financial
conquer the moment. They were able
status, we will struggle to recover and
to salvage the basics at the second floor.
rebuild losses incurred by Ondoy. It will
Their bags were packed. They were
not be easy. In fact, I am overwhelmed
ready to relocate.
with the task at hand. There is so much
The control freak that I am, acts of to clean, so many things to let go. But
surrender are Herculean tasks. But on this is what I learned: God never willed
that fateful night, feeling helpless, I could His people to suffer. The destruction
do nothing but submit everything to God. brought by Ondoy was not an act of God,
Domeng had the same resolve. He was but man’s failure to be responsible
willing to give up his life for the kids. He stewards of this earth.
was prepared to stare death in the face.
Sometimes I think I do not deserve
Was it an act of weakness on his part?
such gifts of life and love. The sinner
To me, it was an act of love.
that I am. Then again, each of us is called
The remarkable thing about our to goodness and universal holiness. So I
Ondoy ordeal is that, we were made trudge on bearing the loss, the pain and
aware of God’ s loving presence. Nico discovering the graces that come with
monitored the radio and Domeng asked sacrifice.
Love. While waiting for the storm

Graces from ... continued from page 12

sectoral boundaries.
Cash donations, food,
water,
clothes,
medicines, toiletries,
soap, cleaning agents,
mosquito nets, and
candles among others,
enabled the affected
Suyuan families in
Olandes to start anew
and somehow bring
hope in their lives.
Thank you, Magis
Deo, and Glory to the
God of small things!

Counselors help residents process and cope
with the trauma and loss that Ondoy wrought
on their families and community.

BCGG members sort and pack relief goods
at the Panlilio residence. With the
assistance of, and the systems set up with
the Olandes community leaders, the
distribution and allocation of relief
goods were orderly and efficient.
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SPIRITUAL TIDBITS AND HUMOR
Rey Mella, Council / Cana BCGG

I have always known that respect
and trust go together and are earned, not
expected. In my first few months at work,
I had to make a lot of deposits to my
people’s emotional bank accounts and I
had to work hard to establish a
relationship with my team in order to earn
their trust. I scheduled a lot of big-group
and small-group meetings, one-on-one’s,
and weekly kamustahan, up to the lowest
level in my organization. I invested time
talking, teaching, lecturing and coaching
people. I delivered on both small and big
commitments and promises. It took time
and effort to earn their respect. Along the
way, I had to role-model and advocate
respect for people, which is also the
foundation of our company culture. My
efforts have paid off. People respect and
trust me, and they perform well, follow
our directions and deliver results for our
company.
_____________
Several years ago, my youngest
daughter Fiona needed to have an
appendectomy. During a routine check
up for a stomach-ache, her pediatrician
advised us to have her immediately
admitted to the hospital. When I told the
pediatrician that I would inform my
surgeon-friend about the operation, she
mentioned that her partner-surgeon would
perform the appendectomy on my
daughter. I insisted on my own surgeon.
She then bluntly told me that I would have
to look for another pediatrician. And we
quickly did. We had to switch to another
pediatrician so that I could have my
daughter’s operation done by a surgeon
I knew and trusted. I did not want to
entrust my daughter’s operation and her
life with a surgeon I did not know anything
about nor had any relationship with. My
trust was very important on this
operation. And my surgeon-friend has
earned my trust over 10 years of providing
medical services for my family. Trust is
earned. And, in this particular case, it is
not transferable.
_____________
W hen

I tried to get back to the
corporate world after having tried my
hands at being an entrepreneur, it took
time before I could find a real job – with

On Trust
my skills, experience and capability and
the compensation I fully deserved. During
the time of job-hunting and lots of referrals
from friends, it was a difficult time for me
– worrying about my family at that time
and about my family in the future. While
I held my head up high, not losing much
sleep about it and having so much faith
in God, still I was dying as I looked at
the numbers on our family financials on
a weekly basis. My wife never bugged
me about the job or about money and
we never argued about any of these
either. She trusted me deeply. We held
on to each other, strong in the belief that
God will do the rest. We trusted Him and
put our lives in His hands. He never let
us down.
_____________

Aside from John 3:16, my other
favorite bible verse, and something I have
also memorized by heart, is Mark 8:36
which says, “For what does it profit a
man if he gains the whole world but loses
his own soul.” Not sure how it came
about but it is something that I keep
reminding myself. It is also something
that applies to the kind of person that I
was before. I have always known this
verse word for word. When someone
would ask me what my favorite bible
verse is, I would say this particular verse
in a declamatory intonation.
But, somehow I did not live those
words early on in my life even though I
have known the verse all along. On the
contrary, I pursued my career like
nothing else mattered. I spent long hours
in the office while I lost friends and lost
touch with members of my immediate
family. I would be absent at birthday
celebrations and sometimes even at
Christmas gatherings. I would spend time
in places that a respectable person
would never go to. I lived a bad life, absent
of spirituality and work-life balance.
_____________

During

that time, some 15 years
ago, a close friend and neighbor, and one
of my son’s godfathers, called me in the
office and left word on my voice mail
about his son graduating from college
and asked for my help in possibly getting

his son a job where I worked. I got the
message but completely forgot about it,
never acted on the request, and never
even called him back. A few years after
that incident, when I met him, he gave
me the cold shoulder. I had to try to
remember what happened and why I he
wouldn’t even speak to me. To this day,
I have not been able to recover that
friendship.
For a while it bothered me a lot. That
friendship was important to me. Over
years, that experience lost its
importance and I practically consoled
myself with the fact that I do have to
lose friends with the way I conducted
myself while pursuing my career. I had
to pay a price. I accepted responsibility
for what happened. Only time will tell if I
will be able to reconcile with that person.
But it taught me a lesson about
being too career-oriented at the expense
of the more important things in life like
relationships, family, friendship, my
spirituality. In contrast, it seems to me
that my salvation is easier to recover
than some lost friendship. Somehow,
God is more forgiving than my friend.
_____________

An atheist was spending a quiet
day fishing when his boat was suddenly
attacked by a three-headed monster. In
one easy flip, the beast tossed him and
his boat high into the air. Then it opened
its mouth to swallow them both. As the
man sailed high right above the
monster’s mouth, he cried out, “Oh my
God! Help me!” At once the ferocious
attack scene froze in one place, and as
the atheist hung in mid air, a booming
voice came down from the clouds, “I
thought you didn’t believe in me!”
“Come on, God, give me a break!”
the man pleaded. “Two minutes ago I
didn’t believe in three-headed monsters
either!”
_____________

I know God will not give me anything
I can’t handle. I just wish He didn’t trust
me so much. - Mother Teresa
_____________
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Kimi Abapo
These past weeks I kept thinking
about the implications of the calamities
happening all over the world. I’ve been
watching the American TV series
Supernatural since my college days.
The first season intrigued me, initially
because of the two attractive heroes,
ultimately because of the action-packed
episodes. The succeeding seasons did
not disappoint, with the story line getting
even more interesting with additional
characters and twists that would
normally get the viewer tired of watching

Signs
of the
Times
(as in telenovelas that never seem to end
as more characters keep popping in: a
long-lost twin or sibling, a vengeful
mistress, etc.).
The most recent season involves not
only the usual demons that the main
characters fend off, but also angels
portrayed in a very different light - how
the Apocalypse is being brought about
by demons and angels who have
disobeyed and are now siding with
Lucifer, the most well-known Fallen
Angel. What is very interesting about
Supernatural is its stories are based on
different folk tales on supernatural
phenomena all over the world – vampires,
bogeymen, poltergeists, ghosts, and
other creatures. This time the basis for
season four and the focus on the
Apocalypse is based on the Bible itself,
the Book of Revelation, which is
undeniably the most reliable source for
apocalyptic information. I haven’t finished
the whole season yet, but what I have
seen so far has gotten me thinking how
timely the theme is given the situation
in the world today. It’s as if reality were
being played out in a more creative way
through fiction or, (which is scarier) the
other way around.

An officemate shared this story told
by her cousin who lived in Provident
Village, Marikina City: Three days
before typhoon Ondoy brought massive
flooding, an old man – a beggar in
shabby clothes, full of grime and
smelling like dirt – knocked on their door
asking for a glass of water. Their maid
shooed the man away saying, “Wala!
Wala kaming tubig dito!” The man
simply said, “Ah, wala pala kayong
tubig. Sige, bibigyan ko kayo ng
maraming tubig.” What was even
creepier is, another friend, unrelated to
my officemate, regaled the same story
a few days ago. The same also
happened to her friend who lived in the
same village. The old man must have
knocked at a lot of houses in the village
asking for water but never got any. Kind
of reminds you of a biblical story, right?
How Mary and Joseph were looking for
a place to stay but the inns refused
them, so Mary ended up giving birth to
the Baby Jesus at a stable. None of
the innkeepers had any idea they were
refusing the coming of the Son of God.
I cannot justify what happened to
Provident Village but just thinking about
the parallelism makes one wonder if we
are being ignorant to the Second
Coming.
It’s a scary thought, and a lot of
people have been talking about this
since the beginning of the millennium.
Countless movies have been made
about it and more writings, archaic and
otherwise, are being discovered and
publicized. Regardless of the truth in
them, the essence is, the world is not
the same as it was before. Scientificallystudied phenomena attest to this, and
so do the effects of global warming.
Whether the information we are looking
at is supernatural or scientific, the
thought remains that we are living in
dangerous times.
I recently had a long, sort of
disturbing conversation with my best
friend’s mother, who is also my
dermatologist. We talked about the
recent devastating disasters befalling
this earth. Her theory is that we deserve
the bad things happening, that these
are the consequences of our
wrongdoings. We are destroying our
earth because of greed and selfishness.
We are upsetting the natural
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homeostasis of nature by continuing to
build establishments and invent things
for pleasure instead of the betterment of
society. Our motives are mostly
materialistic. If there is one good thing
the recent typhoon brought about, it
made some people think about their lives.
The calamity equalized us somehow.
Rich or poor, many were affected by the
floods regardless of stature. The poor,
used to having nothing, grab onto
whatever is donated to them, sometimes
recklessly fighting off other victims just
to get some relief goods. The better off
on the other hand, count their losses –
furniture, appliances, cars, things that
took them years to afford – and search
for ways to gain them back. Both are
trying to cope with the situation with
whatever means they have.
But what have they really lost? In
the end, we cannot take any of our
material possessions. What we bring
with us when we face judgment day are
only our souls and the life we lived. Can
we brag about how many cars we
owned? After we die, can we boast about
the latest gadgets we owned or were able
to master?
Although I did not experience
anything overtly traumatic, the recent
events were a wake-up call for me. I am
at a point where I have to re-evaluate my
priorities and see the bigger picture. What
am I really living for? Where am I headed?
There are recent experiences in my
career where I felt my principles have
been compromised because of my work.
It has dawned on me that no amount of
money or fame or success should ever
come between me and my faith. I am
honestly remorseful and ashamed that I
have allowed myself to be an instrument
of evil. I hope it is not too late for me to
get back on track and point my life to
the right direction. It has only been a few
years since I faced the real world yet
things have never been so complicated.
My dermatologist told me that this is
the time for us to return to faith and prayer,
to seek God and not other things. Pray
the Divine Mercy, the Holy Rosary.
Because if there’s anything we can hold
on to when everything else disappears, it
is our faith. It is our faith that will save us.
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Magis
Calendar of Activities: November 2009 – January 2010

November 2009 Activity / Event
03
Sector & Ministry Heads Meeting 6
10
South Sector Meeting 7pm
10
North Sector Meeting 7pm
11
Council Meeting
12
Central Sector Meeting
13-15 Annual Ignatian Retreat-4 (AIR-4)
Fr. Manoling Francisco
P3,200/Couple – P1,500/Individual
14-15 Team Training Seminar
20-22 MEW (ME Class 99) P3,200/couple
21
Life in the Spirit Seminar (LSS)
23
28

Fr. Ruben Tanseco’s Birthday
Community Recollection and
Election of Pastoral Council
December 2009
06
Family Day
08
08
09
10
11-13

North Sector Meeting 7pm
South Sector Meeting 7pm
Council Meeting
Central Sector Meeting
Spiritual Deepening Retreat (SDR)
P3,500/couple, P1,800/individual
20
MEFP Gift Giving
25
Birthday of Jesus
January 2010
08
Community Celebration
Commissioning of New Council and
Recommitment of All
13
Council Meeting

Venue
Magis Deo Office
TBA
Panlilio Residence
Magis Deo Office
Sison Residence
Mornese Center of Spirituality
Pansol, Laguna

Sponsor(s) / Contact(s)
Magis Deo 426-7191
Anchit/Sally Chua Chiaco 807-8493
Mon/Alice Go 444-3520
Magis Deo 426-4206
Jun & Mila Sison 633-0756
Suni Rodriguez 0917-927-4750

CEFAM
BLD Covenant House, Dasmariñas, Cavite
God’s Love Catholic Prayer Community
New Manila

MEFP 426-4206
Ike/Josie Llamas 821-0639
Djarn Pestaño 0922-840-8337

Institute of Social Order (ISO) Room 3
Ateneo de Manila University Campus, Q.C.

COMELEC

PLDT Basketball Gym
Boni Avenue, Mandaluyong City
TBA
TBA
Magis Deo Office
Sison Residence
Canossa Retreat House, Tagaytay

Joy Rago 0919-657-7961
Jay Ng Sy 0929-961-9091
Mon/Alice Go 444-3520
Anchit/Sally Chua Chiaco 807-8493
Magis Deo 426-4206
Jun & Mila Sison 633-0756
MEFP 426-4206

Tala Leprosarium

MEFP 426-4206

San Carlos Lay Formation Center
Multi-Purpose Hall, 3rd Floor

South Sector

TBA

Magis Deo 426-4206

November Birthday Celebrants
3
4
5
6

7
10
11
12
14
15
16
18
19
20
23
24
26
27
28
29

Ciel Yap
Edith Prieto
Rommel San Pedro
Flor Peralta
Ting Yupangco
Malu Panlilio
Manny Gatchalian
Leony Escosia
Elo Nabong
Fe De Jesus
Allan Pestaño
Flor Belarmino
Tina Mossesgeld
Bing Brillantes
Menandro Redual
Camilo Belmoro
Celine Magpayo
Boy dela Peña
Mark Cayco
Pam Castillo
Bambi Narciso
Boy Alli
Sid Callangan
Joker Nablo
Joy Cruz
Fr. Ruben Tanseco, S.J.
Merly Cea
Norberto Catangay
Belle Tiongson
Arnel De Jesus
Aida del Rosario
Portia Eustaquio
Ethel Araullo

Corinthians
Genesis of David
Emmanuel
ME Class 90
ME Class 90
Mustard Seed
Corinthians
Emmanuel
Thessalonians
ME Class 95
Psalm 46-Samaritans
ME Class 96
Cana
Cana
Jeremiah
Jeremiah
Sirach
Exodus
ME Class 96
Thessalonians
CIA/Wisdom
Kapatiran Kay Kristo
ME Class 95
ME Class 92
ME Class 95
Spiritual Director
Isaiah 66-Ignatians
ME Class 92
Corinthians
ME Class 95
John
Genesis of David
ME Class 90

November Wedding Anniversaries
6
7
9
11
14
16
19
24
29
30

Danny & Vicky Mendoza
Jay-R & Leila Leccio
Robert & Shiela Tumaliuan
Frank & Irene Fernandez
Fred & Cora Buenaventura
Rico & Joy Cruz
Roland & Belle Tiongson
Georgio & Kamani
Canagasuriam
Norberto & Gracita Catangay
Dave Tenaja
Phil & Agnes Tumaneng

Magis

Exodus
ME Class 90
Mustard Seed
ME Class 96
Kapatiran Kay Kristo
ME Class 95
Corinthians
ME Class 86
ME Class 92
ME Class 96
Psalm 46-Samaritans

Official Publication of the Magis Deo Community

Council Chaircouple
Monchito and Tina Mossesgeld
Managing Editors
Rufo and Louren Dacanay
Staff Writers
Rey Mella
Clyde Abapo
Zarah Gagatiga
Kimi Abapo

Editorial Board
Tina Mossesgeld
Tony del Rosario
Tony Narciso

Photographers
Ferdie Cruz
Anchit Chua Chiaco
Lito Quimel
Publication
Ramie and Mimi Santos

Please send articles, reactions, feedback to magisdeonewsletter@yahoo.com

