
MagisMagisMagisMagisMagisOfficial Publication of the Magis Deo Community
Vol. XI • Issue No. 55    August 2010

Check out Sacred Space in
www.magisdeo.org

Formation for Mission

Magis... “More”

Last July 3, 2010 our Magis Deo
Community was blessed to have Fr. Mon
L. Bautista, SJ celebrate mass and give
a talk on Ignatian Spirituality… the
Magis… the “More.” Fr. Mon said that
in the Spiritual Exercises #23 which
is the principle and foundation, “Every
person in the world is so put together
that by praising, revering and living
according to the will of God our Lord
he or she will safely reach the Reign
of God. This is the original purpose
of each human life…  We were
created to desire and to choose.”

For St. Ignatius, praise, glory,
reverence and serving God are
synonyms for Magis. In the Jesuit
Constitution, Magis is mentioned 375
times like great-er glory, great-er
service, great-er praise. The -er is the
meaning of Magis. Speaking of Magis,
we consider two paradigms: the
Contemplative model and the Apostolic
model. In the Contemplative model, we
ask ourselves: do we want to be holy?
Do you want to be really closer to God?
Then pray on bended knees. In the

Apostolic model, we ask
ourselves: do you want to be
united with God? Then seek,
find, and live out the will of
God in your life. Magis is
based on the Apostolic
paradigm. Magis is within a
particular contrast. “Thy will
be done.” We seek the will of God.
“Ano ba ang kalooban ng Diyos para sa
akin?” What is God’s will, God’s desire?
Ano ba ang inaasam-asam ng Diyos
para sa atin? God is a God of desire
because He is a God of love. Examples
of God’s desire: God desired Egypt, God
desired Mary, God desired Moses, God
desired John, God desired the 12
apostles. He is specific in his desires.
Fr. Mon also gave two points in seeing
Magis. First, we have to see Magis in
the contrast of desire (inaasam-
asam)… to choose to love is to choose
to desire. Second, Magis must be
incarnating. Isinasabuhay.

To be able to know what is God’s
will/desire for us, Fr. Mon explained the
four basic types of discernment:

1. Presence – Discernment of God’s
presence has to do with the Ignatian
ideals of “finding God in all things.”
Here we do the examen of
consciousness. We constantly “look
out” and proactively seek and
establish where God is present and
alive in our daily lives. We ask
questions like “Where is the Lord
in my life now?” “Where is He truly
alive and laboring?” For example: I
felt the Lord’s mercy during the
mass. We constantly ask ourselves,
“July 3, 2010 – where is the Lord
most present in my life? Where is
He most active?”  We look out.

2. Interiority – the raw materials of
discernment. This urges us to “look

Graduates of the
most recent Mar-
riage Encounter
Weekend, ME
Class 101, are
presented to the
Magis Deo com-
munity at the July
community cel-
ebration.

Continued on page 2
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Magis... continued from page 1

July 3, 2010 Community Celebration

in.” Here we have to name our
feelings, to be attentive to our
feelings. Nagtatampo ka ba sa
Diyos? We try to name our feelings
because behind every feeling is an
inspiration. Feelings tell us so much
of who we are. We have to look in.

3. Meaning – Here we look out and
this involves scrutinizing and
interpreting, as truthfully as
possible, the key realities in our
personal life, not excluding those in
our world today. We ask questions
like “How am I reading the
situation now?” “How do I read
these main events unfolding now in
my life and in the world today in
the light of my faith?” We draw
meaning. We make a conclusion…
and we act. Fr. Mon gave the
example of George Muñoz (who
placed 2nd to Efren Peñaflorida,

CNN’s Hero of the Year 2009),
who is called the “Angel of
Queens.” A bus driver, George sees
the many homeless along his route.
He decided to feed them from his
earnings. He feeds 140 people
every day.

4. God’s will – is the last type of
discernment. After “looking out” to
see where exactly the Lord is
present and laboring, and “looking
in” to examine our feelings and
reading and articulating our key
experiences, we now ask, “Where
is God leading and inviting me
now?” But first we have to ask
ourselves, “Are we doing the first
3 discernments?” The four types of
discernment are not unrelated. In
fact, they affirm and facilitate one
another. However, this involves not
only the doing but also the being.
We have to check our attitudes. We

ask ourselves questions like, “Am I
humble enough? Am I free enough?
Am I courageous enough? Am I
trusting enough?” Our attitudes
define our being. Magis has to
do with attitudes. Are we
generous enough? These
attitudes help us pursue the
Magis. Our attitude is crucial
when we do the Magis.

Fr. Mon shared that at Dwight
Eisenhower’s inaugural speech he made
an oath based on these Bible passages:
Psalm 33:12 “Happy the nation whose
God is the Lord, the people chosen as
his very own.” and 2 Chronicles 7:14
“And if my people, upon whom my name
has been pronounced, humble themselves
and pray, and seek my presence and turn
from their evil ways, I will hear them from
heaven and pardon their sins and revive
their land.” This is the formula for Magis.

Seeing double?

The community members
literally get entangled among
themselves.

Fr. Mon with some members of
his fan club.

Ramie & Mimi Santos, ME 101 shepherds,
meet with the recently graduated class, at
their first time to join the Magis Deo commu-
nity celebration.

Jane Aldeguer (right), “Lugaw Queen”, at
ME 99’s fund raising (in preparation of
their sponsoring the August 2010 ME 102
weekend).

Philip &
Malu
officially
launch
the “Build
the Magis
Home”
project.

Continued on page 12
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Security in
Uncertainty

Sunday Homily - 25 July 2010

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

Today’s Gospel reading is
frequently misinterpreted
in a fundamentalist and
literal sense by some

individuals and even religious groups.
“And I tell you, ask and you will receive;
seek and you will find; knock and the
door will be opened to you. For
everyone who asks, receives; and the
one who seeks finds; and to the one who
knocks, the door will be opened” (Lk.
11: 9-10).

I remember a husband who was
suffering from a terminal illness. It was
just a matter of time, the doctors said.
The wife was resigned in surrendering
her husband to the Lord. Until a small,
charismatic group, led by a friend of the

wife, visited the dying husband and
prayed over him. The charismatic leader
assured the wife that if she would have
total faith in God, the husband would
definitely recover. So the wife did what
she was told. But some days after the
praying over by the group, her husband
died! You can imagine the pain and
resentment of the wife, not only against
that charismatic group, but against God
Himself. Her faith was shaken, and it
took her quite some time to recover from
all that.

Let me reiterate what I have
expressed here a long time ago, as a
result of prayerfully reflecting on that
Gospel passage. “Ask and you will
receive…” Receive what? Exactly what
you are asking for? It does not say.
“Seek and you will find…” Find what?
Exactly what you are looking for? It does
not say. “Knock and door will be opened
to you.” Which particular door will be
opened to you? It does not say.

The punch line of Jesus is found
several lines later. “If you then, who are
wicked, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will the
Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to
those who ask him?” (v. 13) Let us then
complete the hanging verbs with the
proper object: Ask and you will receive
Me; seek and you will find Me; knock
and I will open to you. For everyone who
asks, receives Me; and the one who
seeks, finds Me; and to the one who
knocks, I will open the door.

The Lord is offering to give us no
less than Himself, His spiritual Presence,
His peace within us. But very often, we
look for less important things than God
Himself. In faith, I know that God is my
closest and constant companion, even if
I know not where He will lead me: to
light or darkness, to joy or pain, to a long
life or a short one. What does it really
matter, for as long as He is with me and
I am with Him. For as long as I do not
turn my back on Him, I have absolutely
nothing to fear. In His own way, in His
own time, the Lord will give me inner
peace, for He is the ever-compassionate
God who loves me unconditionally. For
as long as I give and do my human best,
the rest is in His hands. Security in
uncertainty.

Take this young man who was so
preoccupied with becoming a Priest
someday. This was his dream ever since
he was a ten-year-old Mass server in
their parish. He even stormed heaven
with many novenas to the Sacred Heart
of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of
Mary. He looked forward to becoming
a Parish Priest someday, looked up to
by parishioners, respected and obeyed.
After high school, he took a Bachelor’s
degree in Humanities, precisely to
prepare himself more before entering
the seminary. Just before graduation, he
took a guided discernment retreat. It was
there that he experienced real closeness
to God, so that he began to really listen
to the Lord, rather than expecting the
Lord to listen to him. It was then that he

became aware in his heart that God was
not calling him to the priesthood. Initially,
he was emotionally disturbed, because
it seemed that God did not listen to his
prayers. But today, many years later, he
is happily married and has two kids. He
and his wife are not only a loving couple
for each other and their family. They are
also very much involved in social work
for their parish community. A couple-for-
others. No less than what we mean by
priesthood of the laity. “Seek, and you
will find…”

Let us keep emphasizing that the
really adult form of prayer is the prayer
of discernment. Suppose I am about to
make a decision about an important
issue. First, I surrender myself to the
Lord, and not be personally biased in
favor of one option over the other. After
putting together all the relevant, factual
data concerning the issue, I can begin
to weigh the pros and cons of each
option. And as I prayerfully reflect over
each option in God’s presence, my inner
self will be drawn toward one option.
And if this gives me inner peace over
time, this is a sign of God’s will, no matter
how easy or difficult the decision may
be.

Decisions that I make according to
this process of discernment are what
will draw me closer and closer to God
and neighbor, until the last day of my
life.
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EDITORIAL

Ignatian Formation and our
growth in community

Joy Uy-Tioco, Micah BCGG

In the January planning sessions of
the Pastoral Council and Ministry Heads
for 2010, building community and
deepening the Ignatian character of our
community through formation (both
formal and informal) were identified as
the challenges Magis Deo was being
called to address this year. Formation
programs are intended to help us grow
beyond ourselves and become an
authentic person or family for others,
persons who are acutely sensitive to
God’s presence in all things, persons
who respond with burning hearts to
whatever God desires for us.

A program will have both content and
process. Modules of a program have a
unity and an observable direction, a
dynamic flow from the first module to the
succeeding ones that brings us closer
to our expressed goal. Ideally, what we
learn in one module becomes the
foundation for succeeding modules;
modules expand and deepen previous
ones and prepare us for the next. As we
progress faithfully through the programs,
so too is the hope that our inner life
develops and matures, exquisitely
attuned to what God is like and to desire
above all God’s love and grace. Our
method of internalizing the program is
Ignatian prayer. *

The entry point into the formal
programs or “modules” for all members
is the Marriage Encounter Weekend
followed by seminars and retreats which
teach us not only the what (content) but
also the how (Ignatian prayer). These are
the Life in the Spirit Seminar (LSS), the
Family Encounter Weekend (FEW), the
Spiritual Deepening Retreat (SDR), the
Christian Parenting for Peace and Justice
weekend (CPPJ), and an Annual Ignatian
Retreat (AIR) in any format and any
length. Prayer and shepherding
workshops through which we learn
methods of prayer inspired by the
Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius are
also “formal.” Another part of the formal

program, though we rarely think of it as
a program, is the teachings at the
monthly Community Celebration.

What has proven to be the most
significant and most appreciated informal
formation program of the community is
the BCGG where we share the fruits of
our individual, personal prayer, and listen
to our companions as they share theirs.
Added rather recently (last 2 years) to
the format is a second round of sharing
intended to actively encourage and build
community. In this second round,
members share how the sharing of other
members’ experience of God (content of
round one) moved them as they were
listening and affects their response to
God’s active presence. A third round is a
summary of the graces and/or invitations,
calls, challenges, which God is extending
through that evening’s faith sharing.
When the summaries of BCGG third
rounds are collected and collated
(perhaps at the sectoral or the ministry
level) it is possible to get a feel, or even
a consensus, of how God is speaking
through the collective experience of the
community.

Other significant “informal”
opportunities for deepening formation
and building community is reflecting on
our service (whether it be a Suyuan,
attending Community Celebration, taking
a formation program, serving in our
parishes, making a real, oftentimes
painful effort to be a good parent, friend,
and even a good citizen) and again
sharing how God is actively present in
these experiences. Through our regular
practice of the Ignatian prayer of the
examen of consciousness, we can
recollect and capture God’s and our
relationship in living color. Praying the
Ignatian way, paying careful attention to
the method, and participating in loving
service under God’s direction is what can
make us all that God had ever hoped us
to become.

Now, let’s do an exercise, a process
check that can help us ground the
thoughts in this editorial to the way we
are actually living today. Let us prayerfully
reflect on the following questions and ask
ourselves: Where are we in the formal
formation process after the M.E.
Weekend?

1. Do we practice the Ignatian method
faithfully in our daily formal prayer?

2. Are we faithful to the daily examen
of consciousness which Ignatius
considered even more important
than the hour of formal prayer?

3. Do we faithfully attend our BCGG
meetings, take notes at the
teaching during Community
Celebration, plan to take at least
one formation program (LSS, SDR,
FEW, CPPJ, AIR, Prayer and/or
Shepherding workshops) every
year?

4. Do we serve in at least one of the
service ministries of Magis Deo, or
in our parishes or in our larger
communities? Do we actively
engage God through our prayer to
ensure that we are serving
according to His will and guidance?

5. More important, do we have the
desire to undergo these, actively
planning our formal and informal
formation commitments for the
year? Or do we wait for our
shepherd or ministry head to
remind, nag, plead or text us
(schedules are all printed in the
Newsletter).

6. How do you feel about your
answers? How do you think the
Lord feels about them?

7. Listen well to your feelings and
share those feelings with Him.

8. Is the Lord speaking to you through
this exercise? What is the Lord
saying? How are you being called
by the Lord through this
conversation? Tell Him. Listen to
what He says.

Spend some time resting in the Lord,
stay there as long as you need to, and
end with a prayer of thanks and praise.

* A note on Ignatian prayer: God listens
and responds to all kinds of prayer, but the
method of Ignatian Prayer is more
conducive to our learning more about what
God is like.
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COUNCIL CORNER

Noong pagpupulong ng Council nitong Hulyo, nakumpirma
muli ang matagal ng ating adhikain sa Magis Deo – ang
makapagsilbi tayo bilang mga miyembro ng Magis Deo sa
ating mga parokya. Yan ang tawag ng simbahan ng Diyos. Sa
iba, ito ay isang dating adhikain. Pero sa mga nagtatanong
kung ito nga ay isang adhikain, nagpapatunay na kailangan
natin itong balik-balikan, lalo na para sa mga bago nating
kasamahan.

Ang Magis Deo ay tulad ng isang balon na pinagkukunan
ng tubig – tubig ng lakas at inspirasyon para makatulong sa
ating kapwa, lalo na sa ating mga ka-parokya. Ang hiling lang
ay sana manatili tayo sa piling ng Magis Deo kahit tayo ay
nagsisilbi sa ating parokya. Pero kung magkulang man ang
pakikilahok sa mga ginagawa sa Magis Deo dahil sa gawaing
parokya, pag-unawa ang dapat natin handang ibahagi sa ating
mga kasamahan.

Maraming tinalakay at inaksiyonan sa pulong na ito,
nagbunga mula sa “midyear planning” noong Hunyo. Katulad
ng pag-re-“review” ni Fr. Ruben kung puwedeng pagsamahin
ang Family Encounter Weekend (FEW) at Christian Parenting
for Peace and Justice (CPPJ) sa iisang programa, para
maraming makadalo. Ang pagtatalaga ng ibang pari na
puwedeng tumulong kay Fr. Ruben sa ME Weekend, FEW,
CPPJ, at puwedeng pumalit sa kanya bilang “Spiritual Director”
ng Magis Deo pagdating ng panahon. Meron bang puwedeng
“proxy” na programa sa Spiritual Deepening Retreat (SDR)
kung di magtugma ang schedule sa pangangailangan ng mga
miyembro? Ang SDR ay binubuo ng 4 na linggo ng “Spiritual
Exercises” ni San Ignacio. Sa ngayon ay wala itong “proxy”
bukod lang sa “Retreat in Daily Life” o “30-day retreat.” Ilan ba
dapat ang miyembro ng isang bagong BCGG bago ito maitalaga
bilang isang BCGG? Maganda ay 5-7 couples ang miyembro
ng isang bagong BCGG.

Pero ano ang halaga ng lahat ng mga tinalakay na ito
kung walang kaugnayan sa pagtugon sa tawag ng bayan? Ito
ang tumimo sa aming puso ng si Fr. Ruben ang nag-closing
prayers sa Council meeting. Dala ng panalangin niya ang
intensiyon para sa bayan.

Sa pagbukas ng bagong pamahalaan, umusbong ang bago
at sariwang pag-asa para sa ating sambayanang Pilipino.
Damang-dama natin ito sa paligid. Mataas (mahigit 80%) ang
pagtitiwala ng mga Pilipino kay Pangulong P-noy. Bagong pag-
asa kahit sa kakulangan ng maraming pangangailangan sa
buhay.

Ano kaya Panginoon ang makakaya kong gawin bilang
pagtulong sa bagong pamahalaan? Para sa ikauunlad ng
bayang Pilipinas? Tulungan mo po kami, Panginoon. Wika
nga sa telebisyon, sa akin ito mag-uumpisa.

Hindi kailangan maging malaki or kayanig-yanig ang dapat
kong ikilos. Sa araw-araw ko lang pamumuhay, mayroong
akong magagawa. Sa aking pamilya, sa trabaho ko, sa Magis
Deo, at aking sambayanan. Maliit man o malaki, meron akong
kayang gawin:

- patuloy na paghubog at paggabay ng kaisipan at puso
ng aking mga anak na maging mabuting huwaran
bilang isang Pilipino, lalo na pagkakaroon ng “national
pride” – sa paghanga at pagtangkilik sa tanging
kariktan ng paligid ng Pilipinas; sa pagtaguyod ng
produktong Pilipino; sa disiplina bilang isang
mamamayan.

- pagtupad ng aking tungkulin bilang isang mabuting
mamamayang Pilipino – sa pagbayad ng tamang
buwis, sa pagsunod sa batas, sa pagtulong sa mga
proyektong pang-pamayanan, at marami pang iba.

- Pagiging masipag at tapat sa trabahao – ano man
ang aking propesyon or trabaho, kailangan akong
maging masipag at tapat sa tungkulin, at palaging
hinahangad ang makakabuti sa bayan.

- Patuloy sa aking pagdarasal araw-araw, maka-
Kristiyanong pakikitungo sa aking kapwa,
pagsasabuhay ng 4 S’s, pagsali sa Magis outreach,
o pagsilbi sa aking parokya o comunidad.

Marami pa tayong magagawa. Ano pa ang ating mailalahad
sa Panginoon bilang alay sa pagsulong ng bayan? Patnubayan
mo po kami, Panginoon.

Ano ang aking magagawa para sa Inang Bayan?
Philip at Malu Panlilio

Puno ng 2010 Pastoral Council
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Dear Friends and Companions in Christ,

Peace be with you!

We appeal for your support to Build the Magis Home!

For years up until November 2009, ‘home’ to Magis Deo was its office, 28
sqm, of leased space in the extension of the CLC Building at the Ateneo University
campus.  This was where the records of our community heritage were kept.
More importantly, this was the venue for prayer and reflection, Pastoral Council
deliberations, sector and ministry heads’ meetings, shepherds’ meetings,
administrative work of the secretariat, and even one-on-one talks, all for and by
Magis Deo.

That ‘home’ is no longer available to Magis Deo. However, we have an
opportunity to build a new ‘home’.  Early this year, the Philippine Province of the
Society of Jesus (SJ Province) approved Magis Deo’s proposal to construct an
office on the second floor of the CEFAM building over the canteen. The second
floor has an area of about 125 square meters. A Memorandum of Agreement was
signed between Magis Deo and the SJ Province for this purpose at an estimated
construction cost to Magis Deo of P2.57 million, with free lease for 39 years,
renewable. The Magis Deo ‘home’ will occupy a floor area of 60 square meters as
Magis Deo will donate use of the remaining area of the second floor to the Jesuits,
through CEFAM, a long-time partner in family spirituality development. Including
a provision for budget overrun, finishing, furniture and fixtures, and equipment
needed for the office, the estimated total project cost of the Magis Home is
around P3.5 million.

We are asking for your personal contributions and support in building the
Magis Home, in the same bayanihan spirit our ancestors instilled in us. Our goal
is to put up a “Build the Magis Home Commitment Fund” which will signify our
commitment as Magis Deo members to build the 60 sqm. office our community
will call home.  We will then solicit from external donors to augment this fund.  It
is important to show potential external donors what our membership has done in
support of its own project.

Possible ways of expressing your support are described at the Build the
Magis Home website: http://www.balmorisoftware.com/magisdeo/magishome/

As a show of good example, the Pastoral Council, 10 Magis servant leaders,
and two BCGG members have pledged as of 30 July 2010 a total of P1,255,000
for this “Build the Magis Home” project.

We and the Pastoral Council would be more than glad to help you understand
better what we can all do in building the Magis Home. The Pastoral Council has
started visiting some BCGGs for this purpose. You can also contact any Council
member. We look forward to your generous support.

May God bless you abundantly!

Sincerely,

Philip & Malu Panlilio
2010 Chaircouple

Build the Magis Home
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Who shall lead us?
Philip & Malu Panlilio

2010 Chaircouple
Reprinted from an old article

Another year is coming to a close, much sooner
than we know. For us Magis Deo Community members, it
will be time to look back, and prayerfully reflect on how we
have lived our vision-mission as individuals, families and as
a community.

It will also mark a milestone in the life of the community
as it will be time to elect the new Pastoral Council members
who will lead us in the coming year as we live out Ignatian
spirituality, our sense of mission and our values of
stewardship, simplicity, service and sharing in our personal,
family and community lives.

In his very thought-provoking book, Heroic Leadership,
Chris Lowney offers and discusses the four principles or
pillars of Jesuit leadership as a model of effective leadership
in all walks of life. We offer the following summary of the four
principles, using many quotes from the book, as a reflection
tool to evaluate ourselves and as a basis to choose our new
Pastoral Council members. We have added some ideas to
properly contextualize the principles in our community beliefs
and practices.

Self-awareness. Leaders understand who they are and
what they value, by becoming aware of unhealthy blind spots
or weaknesses that can derail them, and by cultivating the
habit of on-going continuous self-reflection, learning and self-
development. This is the internal foundation of leadership. All
leadership starts with self-leadership. This is the first and most
crucial leadership challenge that every leader must face.
Leadership springs from within: it’s about who I am as much
as what I do. Leadership is a way of living. In Ignatian
Spirituality, the Spiritual Exercises is the process for personal
and spiritual self-awareness that is aimed at radically putting
order in one’s life. The Examen is the daily practice of self-
reflection that helps one to continue keeping order in one’s
life according to God’s will.

Ingenuity: Leaders make themselves and others
comfortable in a changing world. They eagerly explore new
ideas, approaches, rather than shrink defensively from what
lurks around life’s next corner. Anchored by non-negotiable
principles and values, they cultivate the “indifference” – freedom
from attachments to places and possessions – that allows
them to adapt confidently. Leaders “live with one foot raised” –
always ready to respond to emerging opportunities that, in
discernment, they sense they are called to by God.

Love. Leaders face the world with a confident, healthy
sense of themselves as gifted with dignity, talent, and the
potential to lead. They find exactly these same attributes in
others and passionately commit to honoring and unlocking

the potential they find in themselves and in others. Love-driven
leadership is characterized by the vision to see each person’s
talent, potential and dignity; the courage, passion and
commitment to unlock the potential; and the resulting loyalty
and mutual support that energize and unite teams. Love-driven
leadership creates environments bound and energized by
loyalty, affection, and mutual support, environments of “greater
love than fear.”

Heroism. Leaders energize themselves and others with
heroic ambitions and a passion for excellence. Heroism lies in
the nobility of committing to a way of life that focuses on goals
that are greater than oneself. Heroism is not simply a response
to a crisis but a consciously chosen approach to life. Heroic
leadership is a daily personal pursuit; it is responding heroically
to the opportunity at hand, as called to by God. Leaders imagine
an inspiring future and strive to shape it rather than passively
watching the future happen around them. They make
circumstances different or make the most of them. Magis-driven
leaders are not content to go through the motions or settle for
the status quo but are restlessly inclined to look for something
more, something greater for the glory of God. Leaders live magis-
driven lives and enable others to live it too.

It is interesting to note, however, that Lowney reiterates
that we all are leaders in the sense that we have opportunities
to influence and make an impact. In this sense, voting for our
Pastoral Council members is an act of leadership as our vote
can influence who will lead us. Let us respond to this leadership
opportunity by first carefully studying, as BCGGs and ME
Classes, the qualities of a good leader, and then in prayer,
individually and as couples, discerning who we will elect to the
Pastoral Council to lead our community.
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Tita Cathy Rafael lives on in the
hearts of a Trio of Talents*

Celine Magpayo, Sirach BCGG

A Suyuan was conducted for
Pathways to Higher Education at the
Ateneo de Manila University Loyola
campus last July 26, 2010. Eighteen
couples participated in the exercise.
Pathways is a foundation for children of
indigent families, who are given financial
assistance for their college education.

In their excitement to arrive on time
at 7 am at the Ateneo, Mike and Celine
Magpayo waived their chance to partake
of the breakfast feast that Charito and
Danny Dimayuga prepared for the
Sirach BCGG members. These members
volunteered to be Suyuan auxiliaries as
a show of force for Mike’s and Celine s
first stint as facilitators. Charito, in her
generous thoughtfulness, arrived with a
take-out “balot” for Mike and Celine, so
they ultimately did not miss eating their
breakfast.

Filled with inspiration from his
mentor, Tita Cathy, Mike did not waste
time putting himself to work and
immediately mingled with and got the
rapport of the couples who had arrived
early. In the meantime the Magis crew
arrived in trickles. Eli and Edith Prieto
coordinated with Ira-Loi Tami, the
senior project officer of Pathways, a
very dedicated young lady in charge of
the seminar, with regards to the
registration, technical support and the
meals for the participants. However, the
contracted caterer was not able to
prepare the meals hence Danny
Dimayuga was given the task of
resolving the food issue. Together with
Emma Punzalan, he was creative
enough to make arrangements with
Rustan’s Deli Shop which was just
around the corner. Lo and behold, they
came up with a magical meal, “manna

from heaven”... we all were treated to
a sumptuous lunch.

Back to the Trio los Talentos! Each
couple was assigned two topics to
discuss and conduct as facilitators for
the various Suyuans they will be handling
for Magis Deo.

On the First and Third Topics:
Mike’s jolly and humorous inputs got a
standing ovation from the participating
couples who had no inhibitions sharing
with other couples their thoughts on the
topics discussed and imparted by him. I
guess the openness to share was
achieved because before the seminar
started he had already initiated a one-
on-one “getting to know you” rapport
with the participants. As a result many
of the couples were at ease and shared
openly. Not to mention that Mike’s event
planning expertise, script writing,
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directing and live band singing talents paid
off as he played his favorite song “Nais
Kong Malaman Mo” for the couples to
sing and enjoy.

On the Second and Sixth Topics:
Joey and Maricel Suarez’ preparedness
could be seen in the various paraphernalia
posted on the board so the participants
can easily absorb the topics assigned to
them. The several dry runs conducted
and hosted in their home before the D-
Day clearly paid off. Their confidence
in conducting their assigned topics was
something to marvel at. An added
pleasant surprise was how the assigned
topics, particularly “Kamatayan,” had a
great impact not only on the participants
but on Joey and Maricel themselves as
tears rolled down Maricel’s cheeks and
Joey’s voice cracked every now and
then. Indeed one can readily feel how
the couple was deeply committed to the
new task that they were to embark on
for Magis Deo.

On the Fourth and Fifth Topics: Rudy
and Lyn Ebardo had a “Houdini” arrival
at the Ateneo – they rushed from the
airport since the night before they were

* Trio los Talentos

Clockwise, from top left:

Rudy & Lyn Ebardo, Philippians
Mike & Celine Magpayo, Sirach
Joey & Maricel Suarez, Cana

in Cebu to attend a wedding of a close
family friend. Despite their tedious
schedule they managed to come just in
time to handle their assigned topics.
Their eagerness to serve could be
clearly seen – instead of enjoying a
great vacation in Cebu, they opted to
return immediately  to Manila to attend
to their new task as facilitators. They
immediately put themselves to work
thus there was no disruption in the
continuity of the seminar. Lyn
graciously and anxiously stood beside
Rudy, marveling at the enthusiasm and
eagerness that he gave to the class.

Djarn Pestaño’s dedication and
commitment to recruit us 3 new couple-
facilitators are simply inspiring. I am
certain Djarn and the late Tita Cathy
must have been filled with pride and
joy for the numerous blessings received
that day: Mike Magpayo (whom Tita
Cathy called for years as “hopeless and
impossible”) embarking in his new role
as a facilitator instead of spending his
Sunday with his golf buddies; Rudy and

Lyn rushing back from Cebu, missing
out on a good vacation, just so they could
perform their assigned tasks in the
seminar; and Joey and Maricel being
intensely affected when they shared on
and handled their topics. Could it be that
the Holy Spirit or some divine intervention
was the moving force in transforming
the trio? No doubt!

Many thanks to the auxiliaries from
Sirach BCGG: Ferdie Joson, Bong and
Emma Punzalan, and Danny and Charito
Dimayuga who made special efforts to
support their co-members Mike and
Celine; to Eli and Edith Prieto,
community service head, for their
constructive inputs and guiding force;
and of course to the Pathway auxiliaries
Ira and her angels. Many thanks to the
18 participating couples – the heroes of
the day – whose commitment,
involvement and help made the Suyuan
a success.

More power, more dedication and
above all, more for God… “Magis Deo.”
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1. DATE AND VENUE OF ELECTION
1.1. The election for the 2010 Pastoral Council members

shall be held on October 2, 2010 (Saturday) at CEFAM,
Seminar Room I, Ateneo University campus, Quezon
City. A community Recollection and Mass will be held in
the morning in preparation for the Election right before
lunch.

1.2. Members who are qualified to vote must be register no
later than September 17, 2010.

1.3. The COMELEC, whose members are the outgoing
Council members, shall oversee the conduct of the
elections, counting of votes, and ensuring that the
election guidelines are observed.

2. DEFINITION OF TERMS
2.1. Magis Deo Member

2.1.1. A Magis Deo Member is an individual who
completed attendance in the Magis Deo
Community Marriage Encounter Weekend (MEW)
together with his/her spouse.

2.2. Voter’s Registration
2.2.1. A Voter’s Registration Form is a document that

will confirm the qualified Magis Deo Member’s
(couple or solo member) intention to vote during
the Pastoral Council Elections.

2.2.2. This form is to be filled out and signed by the
Magis Deo Member declaring his/her/their
intention to vote during the election of the Pastoral
Council. Members must register by filling out the
registration form. This form must be submitted to
his/her/their BCGG Head or ME Shepherd, who in
turn must submit the filled out forms to the
COMELEC no later than September 17, 2010.

2.3. Qualified Voter
A qualified Magis Deo Voter is one who currently is a
member of a BCGG or ME Class and sponsored ME
weekend. He/she/they must have filled out the Voter’s
Registration Form and, in the member’s personal
assessment, shown a “Sense of Community” through
one of the following ways:

2.3.1. Attending at least 50% of the Community
Celebrations held the current year.

2.3.2. Although he/she/they may not have participated
in Community programs as actively as he/she/they
would have wanted to, this is not indicative of a
lack of community spirit but due to valid personal
reasons and it is his/her/their intent to participate
in the coming electoral process.

2.4. Qualified Council Eligibles
In previous elections, “Pastoral Council Candidate”
was the term used to describe the qualified Magis
Deo Member eligible to be elected to the Pastoral
Council. The term “candidate” was evaluated and it
was decided that “Pastoral Council Eligible” is a more

appropriate term to describe the Magis Deo Member
who is qualified to be elected to the Pastoral Council.
Pastoral Council Eligibles are those who meet the
following qualifications and may therefore be voted to
the Pastoral Council:

2.4.1. Active BCGG member/s.
2.4.2. Current or previous Ministry Head, BCGG, ME

Class, or Post-LSS Class Shepherd.
2.4.3. Both husband and wife or the solo member

should have attended at least six (6) or 50% of the
Community Celebrations within the calendar year.

2.4.4. Both husband and wife or the solo parent should
have completed the Formation Programs of the
Community, namely: LSS, SDR, and any two (2)
Annual Ignatian Retreats or the Retreat in Daily
Life (18th Annotation, 19th Annotation).

2.4.5. Either husband or wife or solo parent should
have been present in at least 50% of the meetings
they are required to attend (approved Nov. 4, 2004
by the Pastoral Council).

2.5. Pastoral Council Eligibles (PCE) may signify their desire
not to be included among those to be voted to the
Pastoral Council.

A PCE will be allowed not to be included among those
to be voted to the Pastoral Council only after the
following are complied with:

2.5.1. A process of prayerful Ignatian discernment in
consultation with a Spiritual Director.

2.5.2. The PCE must signify their desire through a letter
to the COMELEC. The letter must be received on or
before September 17, 2010. The PCE must submit
two copies of the letter; the second copy will serve
as the receipt copy. E-mail correspondence will
not be considered as compliance with this
provision.

2.5.3. The letter must be signed by the PCE and duly
noted by any member of the COMELEC. The receipt
copy will be signed by the COMELEC member and
returned to the PCE.

2.5.4. Previous Council members who have served
the Community for at least eight (8) years likewise
have the option not to be included among those to
be voted to the Pastoral Council (approved October
5, 2005 by the Pastoral Council). The said previous
Council member must follow the same procedure
specified from 2.5.1 to 2.5.3 above should they
wish to avail of this option.

2.6. Quorum
A Quorum is defined as the physical presence at the
Pastoral Council election venue of 50% plus one (1) of
the total “Registered Voters” of the Community.

2.7. Ballot
The official document (stamped with the Magis Deo
logo) supplied by the COMELEC to the Qualified Voters

Magis Deo Community
2011 Pastoral Council Election Guidelines
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to be used to write the names of the Pastoral Council
Eligibles they are voting to the Pastoral Council.

2.8. COMELEC
A body whose members are the outgoing Pastoral
Council members of a given year. The primary duty
and responsibility of the COMELEC is to implement
and uphold the Council Election process, enforce and
ensure that the approved election guidelines are
carried out in an orderly, effective, honest, and peaceful
manner.

3. ELECTION PROCESS
The election shall be presided over by the COMELEC during
the specified date in the presence of the qualified voters and
1st-Termer Pastoral Members. The COMELEC shall also
oversee the conduct of the elections, counting of votes, and
ensure that the election guidelines are strictly observed.
An information campaign shall be conducted to disseminate
the relevant election information to all concerned. Assistance
may be requested from Praxis Ministry Head and Sectoral
Heads (approved Nov. 4, 2004 by the Pastoral Council).
3.1. Registration of qualified voters must be done at least

two (2) weeks before election date (or on September 17,
2010) to provide ample time to validate and consolidate
total number of qualified voters.

3.2. BCGG Heads and ME Shepherds shall take the initiative
to ensure the attendance of their members (who are
qualified voters) during the recollection prior to the
election and the election process itself. Constant follow-
up with the Heads and Members shall be done through
telephone and other medium.

3.3. The Pastoral Council Election shall be done in a
prayerful and discerning manner. A prayerful atmosphere
must be established during the election. To prepare
qualified voters for a prayerful and discerning manner in
the choice of those to be elected, BCGGs and ME
Classes are encouraged and advised to use a prayer
guide (supplied by COMELEC – Appendix 2) for two
meetings prior to the date of election. BCGGs and ME
Classes will also be given a list of Pastoral Council
Eligibles with relevant background information.

3.4. ME Classes will also be asked through the ME Ministry
Head and their respective ME Class Shepherds to pray
for the election of the Pastoral Council Members.

3.5. On Election Day, the Pastoral Council shall lead the
Community in a morning prayerful reflection before the
casting of votes. The Magis Deo Community Spiritual
Head shall be requested to preside over the reflection.

3.6. Each couple/solo member shall be entitled to one vote.
3.7. For the election to be valid, a quorum should be reached.

The COMELEC shall determine the quorum on Election
Day.

3.8. Secret balloting will be used.
3.9. The number of votes garnered shall be kept confidential

by the COMELEC.
3.10.Nominees receiving 50% plus 1 of the votes cast will be

declared winners. The voting process will be repeated
until all vacant council posts are filled. In case all vacant

posts are not filled during the 1st round of voting, other
rounds of voting will be done as necessary.

3.11. Should a 2nd round of voting be needed, Pastoral Council
Eligibles should have gotten at least 20% of the votes
cast in the 1st round to qualify for the 2nd round. Pastoral
Council Eligibles who do not receive the required
percentage of votes will be removed from the list for the
2nd round.

3.12.Should a 3rd round of voting be needed, a Pastoral
Council Eligible should have received at least 20% of
the votes cast in the 2nd round to qualify for the 3rd round.
Otherwise, they/he/she will be removed from the list for
the 3rd round.

3.13.This process shall be followed until the all Pastoral
Council vacancies are filled up.

3.14.Used ballots must be properly disposed (shredded/
burned) after a holding period of one (1) month from
date of election.

3.15.Questions on election results must be made in writing
within one (1) month from the election date and
addressed to the COMELEC. The COMELEC in turn
shall meet to discuss and evaluate the merits and/or
validity of the question(s). A decision shall be made by
the COMELEC and then properly communicated to the
Pastoral Council and the Community.

4. ELECTION OF PASTORAL COUNCIL OFFICERS
The new batch of Council Members will meet with the outgoing
Council Members on an agreed date as close to the date of
the election as possible (but no later than the start of the next
calendar year) to elect the Vice-Chaircouple. The position of
Chaircouple will be assumed by the Vice-Chaircouple of the
present year (approved by the 2008 Pastoral Council). After
election, the Council members will then appoint the Secretary-
Couple of the Community.
The election and appointment will be held in the presence of
the outgoing Pastoral Council members (approved Dec. 18,
2006 by the Pastoral Council).
4.1. Rules for Electing the Chaircouple and Vice-

Chaircouple:
4.1.1. The election will be supervised and

administered by the COMELEC that supervised
the Pastoral Council elections.

4.1.2. Secret balloting will be done.
4.1.3. The Vice-Chaircouple will be elected from the

newly elected Council Members.
4.1.4. The Vice-Chaircouple will hereafter become the

Chaircouple of the following year. The rationale
behind this rule is to ensure continuity of goals
and programs of the Community. Also, it gives the
Vice-Chaircouple adequate time to get attuned to
the prevailing situation of the various Ministries
and programs prior to assumption of duties as
Chaircouple.

5. OUTGOING PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS
The outgoing Pastoral Council Members cannot be voted
upon for two (2) consecutive years.
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NEWSBITS  /  ANNOUNCEMENTSNEWSBITS / ANNOUNCEMENTS Sta. Filomena Seminar and
Dry Run for Suyuan Facilita-
tor-Trainees            Ferdie Cruz

Get your dancing shoes (rubber??)  ready!  The 2010
Couples’ Night is just a little over a month away.

When:  8 pm Saturday 18 September 2010
Venue: Quezon City Sports Club
Attire:  Ladies - Blue jeans, polka dots, rubber shoes
          Gentlemen - Blue Jeans, stripes, rubber shoes

Couples’ Night

A seminar for Sta. Filomena staff and volunteer parents
of Sta. Filomena scholars was held last July 15, 2010 at
San Carlos Lay Force, Makati. Djarn Pestaño and I were
assisted by Nitz Eslava, Suni Rodriguez, Edith Prieto and
Lyn Ebardo as auxiliaries. Lynn Arevalo facilitated the said
event.

On the same day, after an “eat all you can” dinner at
Max’s Restaurant in SM Bicutan, several Magis members
proceeded to the BF Parañaque residence of Joey and
Maricel Suarez. The venue would have been the Ebardo
residence; unfortunately there was a power outage in their
area. A dry run for the coming Sunday’s (July 18) Suyuan
at Ateneo was conducted. The group observed the Suarez,
Ebardo and Magpayo couples, who are training as Suyuan
facilitators, as they presented their respective topics. The
observers gave pointers on the couples’ presentations. After
the presentation of the Suyuan Facilitator-Couples, the group
bade farewell and thanked Joey and Maricel for hosting the
event, and the facilitator-couples for a job well done.

We need to humble ourselves, to constantly pray, we
need to seek the face of God. Kailangan natin
magpakumbaba. If we don’t humble ourselves, we become
blinded.

If we keep doing these four types of discernment, now
we ask ourselves, “What does God want in my life now?”
We then go out of our way to seek and find God’s will and
carry out the particular course of action we believe will truly
please Him at this point in our lives. Very concrete options
will come up, and Fr. Mon reiterated that we discern with
our desires. Now, given these options, Fr. Mon gave six
very specific indicators that we are doing God’s will:

1. Desires – Do we pray over our desires? Behind these
desires are God’s will. When Fr. Jet Villarin, SJ,
incoming President of Ateneo University, a valedictorian
and excellent in Physics, was asked why he wanted
to be a priest, he answered: “Ito ang gusto ko.” During
his ordination into priesthood he said, “This is the
happiest day of my life.”

2. Life-giving – We must ask ourselves “Saan tayo
buhay?” or “Saan ang energy natin?” or “Saan tayo
mas ginaganahan?”

3. Gifts – “What are our greatest gifts?” “What can we
offer?” Usually, our greatest gift has to do with God’s
will in our life. Behind these gifts, too are our Magis.

4. Compassion – Fr. Mon shared Bro. Ron Dungo’s great
compassion when he donated his kidney to Fr. Joey Fermin.

5. Pains – Our greatest pains are part of our greatest Magis. Fr.
Mon’s example was Bobby Suntay who was in deep pain
when his wife died of cancer and he had to go back to Boston
by himself. He put up Care-Well for cancer patients.

6. Consolation – St. Augustine said, “Our hearts are restless
till we rest in You.” In this last indicator, Fr. Mon shared with us
that when he was discerning whether to write a book on his
homilies or a book on prayer, he decided to write his fourth book
on prayer “schooled by the Spirit” because this is where his
energy is. Consolation for him is when people come to him and
say “Fr. Mon, thank you for teaching me how to pray.”

Where God’s will is, there is Magis.

Djarn Pestaño, Outreach Ministry

Magis... continued from page 2
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COUNCIL CORNERSCENES AND SIGNS OF FAITH

Clyde D. Abapo, Jeremiah BCGG

Senior Years

As early as my mid-fifties, it was
not uncommon for people and children
to call me “Tatang” or “Lolo.” From then
on, I have come to realize that my senior
years are a season of hope and survival.
If we have to change our ways and doings
(Jeremiah 7:1-7), then it’s time.

Recently, I visited a classmate
whom I had not seen for forty years. His
son died in a marathon a few weeks ago.
He didn’t expect me but he was very
appreciative of my coming. We shared
a lengthy and nice conversation about
friends and other classmates who never
made it to their senior years. Having
reached my sixties is already a bonus
and I am forever grateful to God.

There’s a saying that goes, “If you
cannot add years to your life, then add
life to your years.” Magis Deo can do a
lot to help.

My Fifties

Life in my fifties is not a walk in the
park. In fact it was an uphill battle physi-
cally, emotionally and financially. I had
bouts with uncontrollable hypertension,
anxiety and unexplainable headaches.
These literally drained my physical en-
ergy and financial resources. I could
hardly travel long distance trips without
somebody to help me in case of emer-
gency. My wife understands me well
enough that she accompanies me most
of the time. In return, I am her driver when-
ever she goes out for any transaction or
activity. In effect, we are together most
of the time, each day and night. This is
still true up to the present.

From people and new acquaintan-
ces we often hear or overhear these
words:

• Siguro selosa si Misis, palaging may
bantay si Mr. Abapo!

• Siguradong si Mang Clyde ang naka-
usap niyo kasi kasama si Misis.

• Ang sweet-sweet naman ninyo!
Palagi kayong magkasama! Ang
asawa ko palaging wala!

I read an anecdote some time ago
about an executive who talked on the
benefits of retirement to the elderly em-
ployees of the company. Towards the end
of the talk he said, “You can be sure that
upon retirement, you will spend the rest
of your life with your wife.” A man sighed
aloud, “Oh my God!”

Benefits and Privileges

Senior citizenship is a blessing. It
is an episode in our life when we should
be thankful to God for the remaining
years we will spend in this world. I would
like to believe that whatever laws enacted
by the government for the benefit of se-
nior citizens is a work of inspiration by
God. I have enjoyed to the fullest the per-
centage discounts for purchased goods
and services like food, medicine, trans-
portation and entertainment. Likewise,
I’m also accorded priority in special lanes
during a transaction. It’s noteworthy that
our Filipino culture and family values have
given importance and dignity to our el-
ders. So many years back, I saw a movie
(was it Soylent Green?) that told a story
about scarcity of food as an effect of

growth in population. Eventually, as one
of the solutions, elderly people, especially
those in homes for the aged, were sacri-
ficed, processed and converted into food
to augment supply. This is pure cannibal-
ism and should never happen.

Relationship Insights

In school, especially in Physics and
Chemistry subjects, I learned about math-
ematical relationships. A direct proportion
relationship means that an increase in one
factor results in increase in the other fac-
tor. An inverse proportion relationship
means that an increase in one factor has
a decreasing effect in the other factor. For
example, adding more fuel makes the
engine run faster and adds speed to the
car (direct relation). Applying more pres-
sure to the brake makes the car go slower
(inverse relation). I find this principle a good
insight as we go through our senior years.
Here are some relationships to think
about:

• The more we change our ways and
doings, the less stressful our lives
would be.

• More prayers, more blessings.
• The more worldly attachments, the

less our focus on spiritual needs.
• As we grow older, the less our

physical strength becomes.
• Our decreasing physical energy must

be compensated by strengthening
our spiritual belief.

• More time for God means God will
have more time for us.
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Rey Mella, Council / Cana BCGG

SPIRITUAL TIDBITS AND HUMOR

On humility

Continued on page 15

“At times our own light goes out
and is rekindled by a spark from another
person. Each of us has cause to think
with deep gratitude of those who have
lighted the flame within us.”

– Albert Schweitzer
_____________

A bishop, a priest, and a peasant
were in a great European cathedral.

The bishop approached the altar rail,
beat on his chest and declared, “I am
nothing! I am nothing!” Then the priest
approached the altar rail, beat on his
chest and declared, “I am nothing! I am
nothing!”

The humble peasant was moved to
imitate the bishop and the priest, so he
approached the altar rail, beat on his
chest and declared, “I am nothing! I am
nothing!”

The priest turned furiously and
hissed into the bishop’s ear, “Who the
hell does he think he is?”

_____________

I am always reminded by Sacred
Space about praying for “gratitude for the
times that His love was shown through
the care of others.” Several years ago, I
drove home and parked my car in the
garage. When I stepped out of the car,
my left leg gave way and had I not held
on to the door, I would have fallen. My
left leg seemed numb and disconnected
from me. I got scared. I thought I had a
heart attack of some sort and my left leg
was paralyzed. As I tried to drag my left
leg and climbed towards the kitchen gate
and then the door, I suddenly recovered
and regained control of my leg. Some-
how, it got re-connected and
“unparalyzed.” I did not mention this to
my wife as I thought this was an iso-
lated case. But it happened again after
2 or 3 weeks. At that time, I got really
scared, less about the apparent attack
of paralysis but more about the fact that
I was jobless, had no medical insurance,
did not have much savings and we were
struggling financially at that time. Even
then, my wife and I decided that I con-
sult our family physician. My doctor did
a thorough physical examination on me
and found nothing abnormal. Since noth-

ing could be diagnosed, the doctor rec-
ommended further tests. The total cost
of the 3 to 4 tests amounted to some-
thing like P60,000. With our family
financials at that time, it had then be-
come a more serious problem – me pos-
sibly being sick and us not being able to
afford the tests, much more the eventual
treatment.

_____________

In the prayer meeting immediately
following my check up, we shared our
predicament with our prayer group and
requested for prayers. Everyone was very
concerned and empathized with our situ-
ation and prayed for me. We got home
late that night as always. Before I could
park our car, my mobile phone rang and
it was Pete, one of our prayer compan-
ions. He told me that as soon we left,
our prayer group discussed my financial
situation and the need for me to undergo
further tests and that they decided they
would pay for my tests. I almost cried
right in the garage as I talked to what
seemed to me was an angel.

Our prayers were answered within a
matter of a few hours. My wife and I were
truly humbled by this sincere sign of af-
fection, love and concern by our friends
and prayer companions in our BCGG.

_____________

In the book Aspire, by Kevin Hall,
the author writes, “The origin of ‘humil-
ity’ is the Latin word ‘humus’ meaning
soil, specifically rich, dark, organic soil.
When a seed is planted in fertile soil, it
transforms into something far greater. The
acorn becomes the oak tree. The small-
est of seeds carefully planted in the
spring becomes the bounteous harvest
in the fall. It all starts with the nurturing
quality of the soil – humus. When we
have sufficient humus in our lives, we grow
and develop, and foster those around us
to flourish. Humility produces growth.”

_____________

When pride comes, then comes dis-
grace, but with humility comes wisdom.

 – Proverbs 11:2
_____________

Some 20 years ago, I was intro-
duced to an old man, a car mechanic,

who took care of my car and several other
cars in the company I worked for at that
time. Mang Tony Dean, whose roots
came from Pila or Victoria, Laguna, was
an American-trained mechanic, having
worked for Ford Motors in Guam. He
eventually retired and practiced on his
own. He did not own a repair shop but
offered his services to individual car own-
ers and personally serviced them by do-
ing the check-up himself and then driv-
ing the car to the shop where the actual
repairs were done. If it was engine
trouble, he fixed it himself in the parking
lot, and he did it with a high level of qual-
ity. If it was something else, like the
clutch, brakes or body repairs, he would
drive the car to a good repair shop, get
the car diagnosed and assessed, nego-
tiate the fees and costs, get approval from
the owner, monitored the actual repair
and practically guaranteed the quality of
the repair done by the machine shop. It
eliminated a lot of the inconveniences an
automotive-challenged person like me,
would have to deal with. I and some of
my colleagues in the office who became
Mang Tony’s clients, did not have to worry
about the accuracy of the diagnosis,
where to bring the car, buying the parts,
much worse, being bothered by having
to go out of the office to take the car to a
shop. Mang Tony did all these for us for
a minimal fee.

While Mang Tony said he was mar-
ried 3 times to 3 different women, he was
a principled man. He refused to beg or
borrow money from any of his custom-
ers. He earned what he got from us with
great service. While he did not earn
much, he took care of his children – from
3 different mothers – by sending money
from time to time, depending on how
much he earned.

We lost contact for many years.
When we, his clients, became more suc-
cessful, moved on and bought brand new
cars, we no longer needed his services
and Mang Tony permanently moved to
Bacolod. A few years ago, a friend men-
tioned that Mang Tony died in his sleep
at his home.

Thinking about humility, I remember
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On humility... continued from page 14

Zarah C. Gagatiga, Mt. Olivet BCGG

AFTERTHOUGHTS

Companions:  Fr. Jean Desautels, SJ
( 1914 - 2002 )

Mang Tony. I was impressed with his excellent workmanship
and as I was also a maintenance engineer at that time, I often
used his skills and maintenance professionalism as an ex-
ample when I talked to my technicians. He treated me like a
son, and with his wisdom and experience, gave unsolicited
advice. He never abused my generosity.

Mang Tony accepted his situation in life, interacted with
people with no hidden agenda, was very candid in his opin-

July 31 is the feast day of St. Ignatius of Loyola. I reflect on
the impact and inspiration Ignatius has affected and effected in
my life through the people who helped me see God in all things.
I begin with Fr. Jean Desautels, SJ, my first spiritual director.

The first time I met Fr. Des was during the
assembly of retreatants for the Ignatian Spiritual
Exercises in the school year 2000-2001. He looked

ancient with those drooping raccoon eyes. I asked myself:
how can this soft-spoken, hard-of-hearing and slow-moving
Jesuit priest keep up with me – a gen-Xer who is always in a
hurry and into the hub of things?

ions about things, did not argue with people, and was at peace
with the world. He always gave his darned best in his ser-
vices. He was almost always cheerful every day.

In spite of his imperfections, Mang Tony was a good man.
He was also a very humble man.

__________

To keep a lamp burning, we have to keep putting oil in it.

– Mother Teresa

I realized half way through the retreat that I was the one
trying to keep up with his sure and equipped pace. The Spiritual
Exercises afforded me moments of quietude and reflection,
but, it was also a rigorous routine of a life in prayer. Fr. Des
made sure that I keep the discipline I set upon myself of
encountering God through a regular time of prayer.

At that time, he was already nurturing several ailments
and afflictions. Yet, he was never dull or sleepy during sessions.
He once joked that with low batteries in his pacemaker, his
heart would skip beats, prompting him to move like a robot.
Sure, there were tears here and there when I recount to him
my experiences of God in my prayers and everyday life, but
his humor and wisdom always made me look forward to the
promise of Easter.

Aside from his mean sense of humor, Fr. Des was fond of
stories and he used them with great effect. I remember this
story he told me about a cocky, arrogant boy who wanted to
view a beautiful side of a garden. A big boulder obstructed the
scenery so the boy thought of moving the obstruction. He
tried different ways to move the boulder, but all his efforts were
in vain. His father, who knew all along what he wanted, had
been watching him. Then the boy told his father of the Herculean
task he had set upon himself to accomplish; that he had done
everything but failed. His father replied, “But you have not asked
for my help yet.” So the boy did, and together, they rolled the
boulder aside to enjoy the beautiful landscape.

His story means so much to me because it helped me
see what I am, who I am, and how God mysteriously works in
my life.

Fr. Des has indeed accomplished great things in his
lifetime. He founded a Jesuit school; survived two terrible wars
– one in China, the other in Vietnam; met the Pope twice, and
harnessed the power of media and communications in Manila.
But what truly matters is he has etched his name in the hearts of
others by leading them into knowing God more clearly and dearly.

He lives in the hearts and minds of those he loved and
prayed for.

This article is from an original essay written and read aloud to
the Xavier School GS Faculty & Staff to celebrate the 83rd
birthday of Fr. Jean Desautels, SJ, founder of Xavier School.
Fr. Des, as he is fondly called by those he endeared himself
to, died on August 1, 2002.

March 2, 2007: The specially commissioned bust of Fr. Jean Desautels,
SJ, founder of Xavier School, is unveiled and blessed on the same day
as his birthday.
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Henry Cornejo ME Class 96
29 Jun Ona Archangel Gabriel

Nette Arceo Beatitudes
Danilo Collado Mustard Seed

30 Sheila Joson Sirach
Alex Caramat Jeremiah
Leila Leccio ME Class 90

31 Gaya Antonio Mt. Olivet

August Wedding Anniversaries

03 Val & Joan Lugti ME Class 89
08 Ramie & Mimi Santos Psalm 46-Samaritans
10 Rudy & Lyn Ebardo Philippians
14 Joey & Portia Eustaquio Genesis of David

Wayne & Angela Belizar ME Class 94
30 Rey & Rachel Binag ME Class 100

Calendar of Activities:  August - October 2010

August Activity / Event Venue Sponsor(s) / Contact(s)

03 Shepherds Meeting - 3 Sanctuario de San Antonio Parish Office Magis Deo 426-7191
06 Fri Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Membership Formation/Central

Multi Purpose Hall – 3rd Floor Sector    Jeremiah & Beatitudes
07-08 Shepherding Seminar - 1 (Free) CeFam MEFP 426-4206
14 Ecclesial Team Seminar CeFam MEFP 426-4206
18 Council Meeting – Host: Panlilio CeFam Magis Deo 426-7191
21 Life in the Spirit Seminar (LSS) God Loves Catholic Prayer Community Clyde & Patchot Abapo 838-8553
27-29 MEW (ME Class 102) – P3,200/couple BLD Covenant House, Cavite Ike/Josie Llamas 821-0639

Fr. Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ
September

03-05 ME-2 (P3,000/couple) St. Scholastica, Tagaytay MEFP 426-4206
04 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center M.E. Ministry / North Sector

Multi Purpose Hall – 3rd Floor Magnificat & Sirach
07 Shepherds Meeting - 4 TBA Magis Deo 426-7191
11 Update for Seminar Workshop of CeFam - Seminar Room 1 MEFP 426-4206

May 22 &  Aug.14 by Fr. Tanseco
15 Council Meeting – Host: Prieto TBA Magis Deo 426-7191
18 Sat Couples’ Night Quezon City Sports Club Apin Llamas 0919-854-5248

Marivic Pareja 0918-979-7576
October

02 Sat Community Recollection & CeFam - Seminar Room 1 Council Comelec
Pastoral Council Elections

07 Shepherds Meeting - 5 TBA Magis Deo 426-7191
20 Council Meeting TBA Magis Deo 426-7191
22-24 Annual Ignatian Retreat (AIR) TBA Suni Rodriguez 912-1781
26 Sector & Ministry Heads Meeting TBA Magis Deo 426-7191
             (tentative)

August Birthday Celebrants

01 Kaye Alagao ME Class 97
07 Trixie Sun ME Class 93
09 Nilo Sta. Maria Magnificat
10 Terry Abella Mustard Seed

Larnz Briones ME Class 95
11 Susan Concepcion Archangel Gabriel
12 Claire Palma Cana
13 Lito Gonzales John
14 Johnny de Veyra ME Class 98
15 Zarah Gagatiga Mt. Olivet
16 Clyde Abapo Jeremiah

Phil Tumaneng Psalm 46-Samaritans
Joey Eustaquio Genesis of David

17 Josie Llamas Genesis of David
18 Maan Masungsong ME Class 95
19 Harry Chua Sirach
20 Marcia Balderas Archangel Gabriel
21 Fred Buenaventura Kapatiran Kay Kristo

Cesar Pareja Agnus Dei
Ariel Masungsong ME Class 95
Joey Vargas ME Class 94

23 Jay Ng Sy Agnus Dei
Rolly Beltran Genesis of David
Peaches Plaza ME Class 94

25 Linda Santos Agnus Dei
Malou Caramat Jeremiah
Grace Moselina Mustard Seed
Roxan Osados ME Class 99

26 Suni Rodriguez Former Micah 6:8/Choir
27 Uly de la China ME Class 100
28 Agnes Tumaneng Psalm 46-Samaritans
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