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Magis = Prophetic Leadership
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Fr. Ruben Tanseco, SJ, Magis Deo
Spiritual Director, opened the new year
with a dynamic exhortation to the
Community to live its name – magis –
the more.  Given the challenges of the
times confronting the Filipino people,
especially with the upcoming 2010
elections, he emphasized that magis
equals prophetic leadership. Now is not
the time for maintenance leadership.
Prophetic leadership is about thinking out
of the box, about not being contented
with the status quo and about being at
the cutting edge.

In deciding on whom to vote for in
the May 2010 elections, Fr. Ruben
emphasized that we should vote for
leaders who possess the twin criteria of
moral integrity and honesty, and voters
need to be educated in order to vote for
such leaders.  He reminded the
Community on the book it has used years

Project 168 launched and champions identified

Philip & Malu Panlilio

Chaircouple / Mustard Seed BCGG

Magis servant leaders gathered on 9 January 2010 to reflect on the areas
of growth in the Community as well as on new areas where ministries can
be more responsive to God’s calling. Fr. Ruben Tanseco jumpstarted the
planning process, repeating his call for prophetic leadership, especially with
regards to Magis involvement in the 2010 elections. Rev. Karel San Juan
facilitated the whole-day process, engaging everyone.

2010 Magis Thrusts

Fr .Ruben exhorts
the community to
get involved in

voters’ education and attend available fora
on election concerns and issues.

---  Support the youth as heroes of today

back by Alex Lacson on 12 Little
Things.  Lacson identified honesty,
character, and leadership as key to
success in the country’s state of affairs.
Each one of us can contribute to
achieving this.  Fr. Ruben called on the
Community to look for these qualities in
selecting the country’s national leaders
in May.

More than voting the best candidates
into office, Fr. Ruben called on Magis
members to  get involved in voters’
education especially in our outreach
communities or do volunteer work at the
PPCRV.

As far as role models are concerned,
the youth have emerged to be really the
hope of the land.  Fr. Ruben cited
ordinary young Filipinos who put their
lives on the line and inspire us with their
heroism.  Muelmar Magallanes offered
his life to save many lives during the

Ondoy disaster.  Efren Peñaflorida
brought innovation in bringing education
to street children, sacrificing his own
needs for the welfare of many.  These
are just some of the unsung heroes of

Continued on page 2



February 201022222 MagisMagisMagisMagisMagis

today.  We should emulate them to lead
our country out of its problems of good
governance towards having a good
government.

After the talk, the Community had
very open and frank discussions in small
groups on the presidentiables.  There
were differences of opinion about the
candidates and there were a number
who have not really made up their minds
yet.  Despite these differences,
everyone agreed that the May 2010
elections would be a turning point for

the country and everyone needed to
discern well and evaluate the candidates
based on the criteria of moral integrity,
honesty and prophetic leadership. From
the discussions, it is very evident that
Magis Deo members have matured
over the years on election-related topics.

Still very much on the theme of
leadership, the Magis Deo Pastoral
Council for 2010 and the ministry heads
were commissioned by Fr. Ruben during
the celebration of the Holy Eucharist.
The commissioning rites somehow

Magis = Prophetic ... cont. from page 1

reinforce our view that leadership,
especially prophetic leadership, is both
a challenge and an invitation from God.
The invitation to lead is given to all who
have the moral integrity and honesty at
different levels and in different
capacities, whether at the national or
community level or in our spheres of
influence.

Tina Mossesgeld, Cana BCGG

The January 8, 2010 community celebration was
highlighted by the commissioning of the 2010 Council,
and very involved and animated small group discussions
on the May election and the presidential candidates.
The group discussions were preceded by Fr. Ruben’s
talk on prophetic leadership.
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Today!
Sunday Homily - 24 January 2010

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

A continuing today. This is
the constant, never-
ending Presence of
Christ to all who place

their faith in Him. Today’s Gospel
message ends with Christ’s own words:
“Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled
in your hearing.” (From Lk. 1: 1-4; 4:
14-21). And what is that Scripture
passage?

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to bring glad
tidings to the poor….” (v. 18). The poor
here means both the materially poor and
the poor in spirit. This does not mean
that Christ approves of socio-economic

injustice that renders so many people
materially poor. But the materially poor
individual as individual is loved by God
unconditionally.

Moreover, the materially rich
individual who is poor in spirit is likewise
loved by Christ unconditionally. And who
is this person? The materially rich
individual who lives a lifestyle of
stewardship, simplicity, and sharing.
Such is the materially rich person who
acknowledges that his riches are not
really his own, but he is simply a steward
or administrator of God’s resources.
This leads him to a more simple lifestyle,
distinguishing his needs from luxuries.
He thus uses his riches precisely in
reaching out to those who need his time,
talents, and treasures. “Blessed are the
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.” (Mt. 5: 3). Those who have
are to share what they have with those
who do not have, as motivated by the
love and compassion of God.

In our country today, the legal right
to unlimited private ownership urgently
needs radical reform, according to God’s
designs. Right now, it is illegal for a very
poor man to steal a supot of pan de
sal, but there is nothing illegal for a rich
man to keep hoarding more food and
other possessions than he can ever use
in his lifetime.

Still in this context, what more does
Christ quote in today’s Gospel reading?
“He has sent me to proclaim liberty to
captives and recovery of sight to the
blind…. (v. 18). There are many forms
of captivity, and the most common is the
captivity by one’s own EGO, so that
such ego takes the place of God. This
ego can be personal-individual, or family-
clan ego, or community-ego, or national-
ego. But when everything is said and
done, we know deep in our hearts and
humble awareness that in this life, God
is the only Absolute. Everything else is
relative. Everything. From all that I am,
to all that I have, starting with my very
life. As the spiritual writer Albert Nolan
has emphasized in his jewel of a book,
Jesus Today, the greatest enemy of the
human person is his/her ego. A radical
freedom from the ego is the beginning
of my oneness with God.

To continue the Scripture text: “He
has sent me to proclaim…recovery of
sight to the blind.” There are also many
forms of blindness, from physical to
psychological to emotional to spiritual.
These are what St. Ignatius calls
inordinate attachments. We develop
emotional programs for happiness and
become inordinately attached to them.
One way of becoming aware of this is
to ask the question: “What are my
greatest fears in life?” Underneath these
fears are our inordinate attachments, one
of which is the fear of death. In other
words, I am afraid to die because of my
inordinate attachment to life.

Whatever form of blindness I may
be suffering from : there is the ever-
loving Christ to help me regain my sight,

provided I surrender myself to him, and
not to my ego. “Everything is precious
because it is from God, and yet
everything is relative : precisely because
everything is precious only in relation
to God.” (P. Divarkar).

In this context, Christ taught and lived
to the hilt what was unheard of in his time:
“Love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you, and bless those who curse
you, pray for those who mistreat you…”
(Lk. 6: 27-36; Mt. 5: 43-48). As a response
to the soldiers who mocked him and
inevitably crucified him, Christ prayed:
“Father, forgive them; for they know not
what they are doing.” (Lk. 23: 34). He
condemned sin but not the sinner. He loved
and loves every human person on this
earth.

All of mankind are one, big family of
God : the Body of Christ : as our Second
Reading for today tells us. “For in one
Spirit we were all baptized into one body,
whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free
persons…. Now the body is not a single
part, but many. You are Christ’s body, and
individually parts of it.” (1 Cor. 12: 12-14,
27). Unquestionably and unconditionally,
God loves every human person in this
world. This is the lifelong mission for
each one of us, no matter what
nationality, culture, and institutional
religion we may belong to. We are all
called to love and be Good Samaritans
to one another. Amen.
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Growing up
in

Magis Deo

EDITORIAL

Monchito & Tina Mossesgeld

Praxis / Cana BCGG

We are amazed to see how
much some of the Magis
Deo children have

grown, especially those who continue to
come to the Magis Deo Community
celebrations and activities. Migo Llamas
is no longer a cute little boy, he is a
handsome young man. Martin Rodriguez
is no longer a hyper kid, he is thoughtful
and serious. We hardly notice the
changes in these two when we see them
in community celebrations, family days,
etc. It takes someone like Fr. Ruben to
point these out to us.

Perhaps it is that way too in our
spiritual journey. We never really notice
how much we have grown. Sometimes
we’re even tempted to think that we do
not grow despite all the formation
programs, prayer meetings, Suyuan
sponsorships, etc. But Sacred Scripture
tells us that when God plants the seed,
growth happens whether we notice it
or not.

_________

He also said, “This is what the
kingdom of God is like. A man
scatters seed on the ground.
27Night and day, whether he
sleeps or gets up, the seed
sprouts and grows, though he
does not know how. 28All by itself
the soil produces grain – first the
stalk, then the head, then the
full kernel in the head. 29As soon
as the grain is ripe, he puts the
sickle to it, because the harvest
has come.” (Mark 4:26-29)

_________

Slowly, step by step, we go through
the process of growth as we live life as
a Magis Deo member. Some grow
faster than others. The reasons may
vary as to why we do not grow at the
same pace. But those who grow faster
than others have one thing in common
– they are active members. They
participate in Magis Deo formation
programs, join community activities and
say “yes” to invitations to serve.

What are the signs of growth in our
community? The new faces in the
Council, ministry, committee and sector
levels. The constant search for better
ways of doing things such as the on-line
newsletter. The willingness to discuss
and listen from and to different
perspectives of issues such as the
elections. The majority of the members’
commitment to a regular prayer life, a
relatively simple lifestyle and service to
the poor. The greater awareness of
God’s presence in one’s life. The clearer
understanding of the meaning of service.
All these and more are happening before
our very eyes but we do not seem to
fully appreciate them.

It is only when we go away for some
time and compare notes with other
communities that we learn to appreciate
what we individually and collectively
have become. We also sense this growth
just by reading the stories in the
Companion. One can right away see
the Community’s orientation towards
deepening one’s relationship with God
and reaching out to the poor.

But with growth comes
responsibility. The sower puts the sickle
to the grain because the harvest has
come. It is time to make ourselves
available for the harvest, to reflect on
how we can give back to Magis Deo
after having been nurtured and steeped
in its values and practices. Putting our
talents, skills and abilities to the service
of the Community such as being ministry
or committee heads, shepherds or
sharers, or being in charge of a project
is an important apostolate. Perhaps it
takes someone else to tell us that we
have grown in Magis Deo, that we are
ready to assume a more responsible
position. That we are worthy of the trust
placed upon us to do the much needed
work. When that happens, may we be
inspired to say, “Yes, I’m ready.”
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On my last plane ride to the States,
I purposely carried a book by Robert
Wicks, a professor of my daughter in
Loyola School of Theology in Maryland.
He is a much respected psychologist
and I have been reading a lot of his easy-
to-read books. I chose one on prayer-
fulness because I thought I wanted to
really pray the right way for my daugh-
ters whom I was visiting.

All throughout the flight, I read the
book and finished it by the time I got to
my destination. What stayed with me is
that when you are prayerful, God is
present. And when God is present, you
become a tower of strength to those
around you who benefit from your be-
ing present to them. That was the case
during my last visit with my daughters.

When I wasn’t busy with chores, I
prayed. Even as I was busy, I would be
praying for them. My daughters said
they really appreciated how present I
was to them all the time. I sometimes
just sat in their midst and said nothing. I
cried with them when they cried and
laughed with them when they laughed.
They seemed to have enjoyed just hear-
ing my voice when they called, and see-
ing me when they got home from work.
Sometimes I would pray for them as I
lay beside them at night. I am not a very
good listener, but I am giving myself a
pat on the back for listening to them with
my heart, my eyes, my ears and my mind
like I have never done in my forty-one
years of being their mother.

God is present in each one of us. It
therefore follows that we cannot but be
present to our fellow journeyers in
Magis. It has been noted that there is a

decrease in the attendance of some
Marriage Encounter groups and some
BCGGs in the Community Celebrations.
There is also a notable decrease of at-
tendance in the respective outreach of
each BCGG and some Magis events.
My question therefore is this: What can
we do to elicit greater attendance of
absentee members? How can we bring
home to them the point that their pres-
ence in Magis affairs is necessary for
Magis to implement the thrusts that the
new Council has outlined? How can we

by our very presence signify to them that
they are valuable members of Magis
who can make a difference in their fami-
lies, communities, the nation, and the
world? How can we be present to them
so that they  feel they belong and that
we care deeply about each of them?
How can Magis move forward and grow
with these members who do not show up?

The Community Celebration is a
good time to pray for this intention but
we need novel ways of being present to
them. We should take what God says in

another vein when He says: “When two
or three are gathered in my name, there
I am in the midst of them.” We don’t
need just two or three; we need to in-
vite old, new, not so old, not so new, the
young, and the young once to attend
Magis celebrations with us. We need to
pray for this. We need to BE
PRESENT!  [Just a little side note: We
thought that as Council overseers of the
Community Services Ministry, we show
the group how much we valued what
they had done in the past, and what they
were going to do in the present. So we
made an effort to be present to Ministry
heads Miles and Evelyn San Pedro. We
were pleasantly surprised to discover
that they and their group appreciated the
interest we showed in their work.]

This month we are being reminded
to be present not only to our BCGG or
to Magis members but also to our na-
tion as a whole. Our nation will be going
through another election to choose our
national leaders. This is an important task
that strikes at the heart of our demo-
cratic system. As servant leaders we
need to have our presence felt. This we
can do on our own or in collaboration
with other groups who are of the same
mind as we. Accordingly, we need to
help our members and our neighbors to
be able to make enlightened choices and
to ensure that votes are properly counted
and aggregated.

This month, therefore, we have in-
vited a guest speaker at our Community
Celebration who will speak to us about
the new election process and identify for
us alternative ways we can get involved
in the election.

Presence and Prayerfulness
Fil & Anne Alfonso, Council / John BCGG

... when you are
prayerful, God is

present.  And when
God is present, you
become a tower of
strength to those

around you who ben-
efit from your being

present to them.
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difference this year. The Pastoral Council met right after
the ministry presentation and approved the ministry plans.
The Council identified ministry champions per thrust, with
a lead champion who will coordinate and ensure that the
thrust is achieved this year. Close coordination among
ministry champions is essential.

Key highlight of the planning process is the identification
of the critical mass in the Community if Magis Deo is to
grow. 168 active ME graduates, who are at present at various
formation stages, represent the critical mass. Focus will
be on them to ensure that appropriate caring is given them,
bring them through the LSS and SDR spiritual formation,
and hand-hold them to become active BCGG members.
This is the core of Project 168. Shepherds and Sharers
Formation Ministry (lead), Membership Formation Ministry,
and Community Services Ministry are the ministry
champions for thrust #1, with Anchit & Sally Chua Chiaco
and Fil & Anne Alfonso as Council champions.

The existing 208 BCGG members will not be neglected.
Project 208, representing the present active BCGG
members, will be the nourishing mechanism. Project 208
is under thrust #1 and will be taken care of by the ministry
champions for thrust #1.

Thrust #2 (increasing participation, as a community,
in the apostolate, internal and external) will focus on voters’
education program, prayer reflection session on members’
commitment to serve, and annual fundraising for non-ME
and non-outreach programs. Outreach Ministry, Advocacy
Committee, Praxis Ministry, and ME Ministry are ministry
champions for thrust #2, with Eli & Edith Prieto and Benz
& Vina Dimanalata as Council champions.

The Pastoral Council will be the lead champion for
thrust #3 on instilling discipline in implementing systems
and programs. Flagship programs include upgrading and
updating the Magis formation database, new web host,
reduction in number of meetings, and updating filing of
records at the Secretariat. Council champions are Philip &
Malu Panlilio and Rey & Lucy Mella.

Needless to say, the 2010 plans can only be half-baked
by the champions, with the rest of the cooking requiring
the full cooperation of everyone. In the spirit of a true
Christian community, we trust on your 100% support and
faithful prayers. With God’s graces, we look forward to
seeing some fruits and initial impact in 2010, with the long
term impact in the years ahead.

The strategic thrusts for 2010 are as follows:

1. Activate, motivate, build community among
general membership.  We will focus on programs
that have greatest and deepest impact on retention
and spiritual formation of members. Through our
formation programs, we will deepen the Ignatian
character of our lives as individuals, couples,
families, and community. We will more deeply align
our hearts and minds towards God as a community.
Shepherds and pastoral leaders will use a more
personal approach in caring for members, developing
in them a warmer sense of belonging, and
encouraging their involvement in ministry work as an
expression of their Christian calling. We will help,
support, and strengthen shepherds. We will motivate
young, emerging leaders. We will strive to develop
deeper companionship and friendship across sectors
and BCGGs and adopt alternative venues for
celebrating as a community.

2. Increase participation, as a community, in the
apostolate, internal and external.  We will expand
involvement of members in community activities and
in serving the poor as an expression of our Community
mission. We will increase our awareness of members’
needs and help address them whenever feasible.  We
will involve members in fighting for a clean and honest
2010 Philippine elections and in electing a prophetic
leader for our country. Beyond the 2010 elections,
our members will be involved actively in ensuring good
governance. We will influence those we serve in our
mission areas to be likewise involved.

3. Instill greater discipline in implementing systems
and programs.  We will ensure that plans and
programs are implemented and achieve their intended
impacts. We will simplify our ways of proceeding.
We will streamline our operational processes and
more closely monitor their implementation, using the
advantages of technology whenever appropriate.

Based on the three thrusts for 2010, ministries drew their
plans and identified flagship/new programs for 2010. On 23
January 2010, ministry heads presented their 2010 plans and
highlighted their new programs which are intended to make a

...continued from page 1

2010 Magis Thrusts
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Emmanuel & Agnus Dei

Mustard Seed & Thessalonians

Cana & Archangel Gabriel

Corinthians & Exodus

Philippians & Mt. Olivet

Jeremiah & Beatitudes

Psalm 46/Samaritans & John

Magnificat & Sirach

Micah & KKK & Genesis of David

BCGG Interface
Schedule

Feb-Mar-Apr 2010

Our Magis servant leaders at the January
planning session, with Rev. Karel San
Juan (at left) as facilitator.
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BEM at Payatas

BEaMing BEM participants, sharers and facilitators.

Dear Tita Cathy, Monchito, Eli, Edith
     and Ferdie,

      Amazing how the Lord works in my
life!  As I did my examen last night and
during my prayer time this morning, naiyak
ako. When Egay passed away, it was as if
I were a zombie or robot serving the Magis
Deo Community (MDC). There were
moments when I wanted to leave MDC.
But GOD keeps calling me to go back.

      Seven years ago, Egay and I were
with Agnus Dei BCGG and Fr. Kit at
the foot of the mountain in Montal-
ban sharing our lives during a BEM…
and that was Egay’s last BEM!
Yesterday, I was with Agnus Dei again,
this time with Monchito. This was my
first BEM activity as head of the
Outreach Ministry. There is so much
awe and peace. I am so happy
and grateful. Egay is happier and
the LORD is the happiest telling
me, “Djarn, you are my beloved
daughter with whom I am well pleased.”

   Thank you, Lord; thank you, MDC.

                   Djarn P. Pestaño 

L
ast Sunday, January 24, 2010,
the Outreach Ministry had its
first activity for the year. The
Buhay Espiritwal ng Mag-
asawa (BEM) was facilitated

by our very own Monchito Mossesgeld.
Fourteen people from different chapels
in Payatas gathered at the multipurpose
center of the Mother of Divine
Providence Parish to attend this seminar
offered to them by Daluyan. The
participants are parents of Daluyan
scholars who have attended a Suyuan
or are scheduled to attend one.

BEM sharers Doy and Becky Dizon
(Archangel Gabriel) and Eli and Edith
Prieto (Genesis of David) generously
shared their lives and God’s presence
and miracles in their relationships. The
energetic Tita Cathy tapped her Agnus
Dei BCGG members to serve as auxies.
During the groupings, John Boren, Eve
Bañez, Jay Ng Sy, Dennis Rago and
Norma Salazar listened to the sharings
of the participants on God’s love and
presence in their lives. Cesar and
Marivic Pareja prepared a sumptuous
lunch of menudo and crunchy fern salad
for everyone. Our reliable photographer
Ferdie Cruz, accompanied by Gelo, also
assisted in the seminar.

I couldn’t help but tell Monchito how
he very simply and clearly delivered all
his talks and effectively guided the
participants, from quieting down to
dialoguing with the Lord. Touched by the
experience, the participants were crying
or slowly wiping their tears.

Djarna P. Pestaño
Sirach BCGG
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Whom
do I

vote for
in the

May 2010
elections

Eli & Edith Prieto
Council / Genesis of

David BCGG

Bakit ako boboto? Wala namang
nangyayari. If I follow “integrity,
morality” as my criteria in choosing
a candidate, then there is no one left
to vote for. Pare-pareho lang naman
ang lahat ng eleksyon. These are just
some of the clichés or worn-out and
overused excuses for not voting or for
being indifferent to an election.

Some of the root causes for these
clichés are:

1. We have forgotten WHY we
vote.

2. When election comes, we
immediately focus on the
candidates and not on issues.

3. We expect elected officials to
perform miracles FOR us. We
want them to IMMEDIATELY
solve for us ALL the problems of
our country (corruption, hunger,
poverty, extrajudicial killings, rising
prices, unemployment, over-
population, climate change, tuition
fee hikes, separatist movements,
traffic mess, brain drain, natural
calamities, etc., etc., etc....).

WHY do I vote? In Magis Deo
elections, I vote because I love Magis
Deo. In Magis Deo elections, I vote
because I care. These are the very same
reasons why I vote in our local and
national elections – love and care for
our country. Since I care, voting becomes
a critical right and expression where I
can influence my government. Since I
love, voting becomes a responsibility
which I MUST exercise and protect. No
excuse should prevent me from using
and safeguarding this God-given tool
bestowed on all equally. All of us are
created in the image of God and this is
proven vividly when I vote because I
am placed on equal footing with
everybody else, rich or poor, mighty or
powerless. In voting, it becomes
obviously clear that, indeed, we are
equals in the eyes of God. If I give up
this privilege, then I prostitute myself in
the eyes of God.

Issues first. Then, decide on the
candidates. Am I happy with the
current situation of Magis Deo? What
make me happy or unhappy with Magis
Deo? How do I see myself in Magis
Deo? These are the questions which I
need to ask myself before a Magis Deo
election. These are the same questions
I need to ask myself before the May
2010 election. Many of us want change.
But we do not know the specific
changes we want to undertake. A
change from what to what? When I
start asking questions, I seek specific
answers. For example, do I know that
90 out of 99 watersheds of the country
are considered to be “hydrologically
critical?” Do I know that as of
December 9, 2009, a new record-high
of 24% of Filipino households
experience involuntary hunger? Do I
know that 121 Filipinos leave the country
every hour to work abroad? Do I know
that 62% of Filipinos die without being
seen by a health care professional? Do
I know that as of June 2008, the
country’s population is 90.4 million and
15% of these people do not have access
to safe water? Do I know or care that
there is now a great tendency for
people, especially our youth, to
disengage politically? Do I know and
care that 1.2 trillion pesos have been
lost due to graft and corruption in the
last 5 years? Etc., etc., etc. These issues
and problems besetting our country are
drowned out by election jingles, slogans,
campaign shows and personalities that
come with the election period.

Elected officials are expected to
perform miracles. NO ONE can
make all the problems besetting our
country disappear after we have
supposedly elected the best public
officials. When election is over, we just
hope that these officials will address
these problems faithfully. After an
election, and together with the elected
officials, we will again be constantly

Continued on page 12
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confronted by these challenges. My love and care for
my country is expressed in my duty to vote. However, my
love and care for my country make me an active participant
in the changes that come about after the election.

Whom do I vote for in the May 2010 election? If I
decide “blindly,” then, I am no different from a skydiver
who jumps from a plane without a parachute. I will enjoy
the brief euphoria and ecstasy of flying freely in the air
before I hit the ground with a thud I may not even hear.

The Parish Pastoral Council for Responsible Voting
(PPCRV) has come up with the following Ten
Commandments for Responsible Voting:

1. Thou shalt vote according to the dictate of your
conscience.

2. Thou shalt respect the decision of others in choosing
their candidates.

3. Thou shalt seek to know the moral integrity,
capabilities and other personal qualities of the
candidates you will vote for.

4. Thou shalt strive to understand the issues, platform
and programs of candidates and parties seeking your
vote.

5. Thou shalt not sell your vote.
6. Thou shalt not vote for candidates using guns, goons

and gold.
7. Thou shalt not vote for candidates with records of

graft and corruption.
8. Thou shalt not vote for candidates just because of

“utang na loob,” popularity, or pakikisama.
9. Thou shalt not vote for candidates living an immoral

life.
10. Thou shalt put the welfare of the country above all

else in choosing the candidate you will vote for.

Whom do I vote ... continued from page 11
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Clyde D. Abapo, Jeremiah BCGG

They are everywhere. Holes are
either man-made or nature created.
Man-made in the sense that they are
made to perform specific functions.
For example, holes are drilled as water
outlets for showers and sinks. Screens
and filters have tiny holes to segregate
large objects from the small ones.
Holes are also found in furniture, not
only as ventilators but also as
decorative accents. Containers have
whole holes from which contents are
emptied. Spa pools produce bubbles
because of the presence of holes.
Golfers cannot play without holes.
Nature-created holes are those in
existence thousands or perhaps,
millions, of years ago. We don’t
exactly know when and how they
were formed. We just rely on scientific
theories or facts to their existence.
Whatever it is, somebody up there has
reasons for His creations. I consider
caves and tunnels as specially-created
holes because they function as
sanctuaries for birds and animals.
Volcanoes and hot springs exist to
relieve heat and pressure underneath
the earth. Think of a situation where
there is a continuous build-up of
pressure, even more so with the
constructions of high-rise buildings.

In recent years, I had an
interesting observation. I found some
pieces of artwork as a result of the
continuous drilling (making holes) or

eating done by tiny insects from both land
and sea. Termites and borers attack or
create holes in random fashion on trees or
driftwood, such that when the outer
surfaces are removed, a wonderful piece
of furniture part can be made. They make
attractive mirror frames and wall pieces.
Tiny marine insects or mammals attach
themselves to large shells and thrive by
boring or eating the outer surface of the

big shell. Opening a bi-valve shell (the
mother of pearl variety) would reveal a
pearly varicose vein pattern printed on the
inside. Cutting and shaping them to size
makes them excellent pendants for fashion
jewelry. Truly there are natural processes
and hidden creations of God waiting to be
discovered!

Holes in our body – there is wisdom
in God’s creation of Man. The entire skin
of our body has tiny holes called pores
which act as outlet for ventilation in order

to maintain body temperature. Two holes
of the nose are directed downwards
preventing water to go in when we take
a bath. Same reason can be said for the
holes of our ear which are doubly
protected by a fan-like outer ear. The
eye socket is like a basin so that the eye
can turn in different angles. The body is
also equipped with special holes that can
serve a dual purpose. The sex organ is
not only for reproduction but also for a
passage outlet for waste products.

Black Hole – many years back,
scientists discovered the existence of a
Black Hole in our galaxy. Millions of light
years away, its depth is infinite. Totally
dark and empty, its composition and
make-up cannot be determined. Why
such a heavenly thing exists only God
knows. I cannot help but relate the Black
Hole to a dark tunnel that each of us
seems to pass when we are born to a
new life.

People who underwent clinical death
tell almost a unanimous story about their
near-death experience. They said that
they travel at lightning speed and pass
through a long dark tunnel. At the
entrance is a faint light they have to
follow. As they come to the end, the light
becomes brighter and brighter. The
source is a person dressed in glaring
white. Sometimes a conver-
sation takes place, but most
wake up to be alive again.

“The only ones among you who will be really happy are those who will have
sought and found how to serve.”

— Albert Schweitzer

“There are two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a miracle.
The other is as though everything is a miracle.”

— Albert Einstein

H   les

“
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Rey Mella, Council / Cana BCGG

SPIRITUAL TIDBITS AND HUMOR

About Love and Family

A few weeks back I went to three
wakes, all within a few days from each
other. Two were for loved ones (a mother
and brother) of my friends and
colleagues; the third was for a friend and
former associate.

At these wakes and gatherings, I had
a chance to chat with the families of the
three people who passed away. The one
thing that was common was the
reminiscing of the good things and
memories of the dead and the expression
of love for them by their families.  Love is
the common thread that people spoke
about those who have left this world, how
much they loved the person inside the
coffin and how much the person who died
also loved those left behind.

The sharing of the goodness of a
person and of the love one gave his family
when one was alive is always such an
emotional experience for me. It reminds
me of the love that I need to provide my
family and other people. It is the right
thing and it is something my God has
driven me to do.

_________

Last year we hired a driver for our
son, Jared, to make it more convenient
for him to move around and to provide
him flexibility since there are more
demands on his time during his last year
in high school. These demands stem
from projects, group work and practices
of various sorts, and these are on top of
his swimming practice and training. The
driver, Ricky, was driving part-time for us
already when we decided to hire him full-
time.

A few months after we made the
decision and right after the UAAP
swimming tournament, we thought that
our son did not need the driver that badly
anymore. As we were contemplating
saving money and letting go of Ricky,
we thought that the convenience a driver
provides for the family, not just for my
son, has just been great. And we were
hesitant to let him go. But another

consideration came into play. Ricky feeds
5 children aged 3 to 12 years old, with
most of them in school already.
Immediately after we hired Ricky, we had
to deal with the constant salary
advances and loans for him to support
his big family. On top of these, the rains
and the typhoons became a constant
challenge for Ricky as their house, which
they rent, was badly maintained and
damaged further by the typhoons. His
moving to another house also became
my problem. As much as we could, we
supported everything that Ricky needed
for his family to live a decent life. Aside
from loans, we provided extra food and
old clothes. When he asked for my old
car tires, we gladly let him have them.
For what? To be placed on top of his roof
to prevent it from flying off during strong
winds.

At Christmas, he was so happy to
receive his bonus and a Christmas
package, something that he totally did
not expect. Ricky’s job is up for review
in April when my son graduates from high
school. But, just thinking about letting
him go now seems like a big burden to
me and my wife. The meager salary we
provide affects the food on the table and
the decency of the lives of 6 other people.
I am sure Ricky did not come into my
family’s life by accident. Perhaps God
brought him to give us the opportunity to
express love and compassion. Perhaps
God, more than just allowing us to enjoy
the services of a family driver, gave us
the chance to express love and caring
for an entire family of someone less
fortunate.

_________

The Gift of the Magi, a short story
written by O. Henry (the pen name of
William Sydney Porter), is one that has
never left me. I read it when I was in high
school, and while it is about Christmas
gift-giving, it really is about love.  In
summary, Jim Young and his wife Della
are a young couple who are very much
in love with each other, but can barely

afford their one-room apartment due to
their very bad economic situation. For
Christmas, Della decides to buy Jim a
chain which costs 21 dollars for his
prized pocket watch given to him by his
father. To raise the money, she has her
long and beautiful hair cut and sold to
make a wig. Meanwhile, Jim decides to
sell his watch to buy Della a beautiful
set of combs made out of tortoise shell
and jewels for her lovely, knee-length
brown hair. Although each is
disappointed to find the gifts they chose
rendered useless, each is pleased with
the gift they received, because it
represents their love for one another. It
is indeed a beautiful story of love.

_________

Two friends are discussing the
possibility of love. “I thought I was in love
three times,” one friend says.

“How so?” his friend asks.

“Five years ago I deeply cared for a
woman who wanted nothing to do with
me.”

“Was that not love?” his friend asks.

“No,” he replies. “That was
obsession. And then two years ago I
deeply cared for an attractive woman
who didn’t understand me.”

“Was that not love?”

“No,” he replies. “That was lust. And
just last year I met a woman aboard a
cruise ship to the Caribbean. She was
smart, funny, and a great conversa-
tionalist. And everywhere I followed her
on that boat, I would get this strange
sensation in the pit of my stomach.”

“Was that not love?” his friend asks.

“No,” he replies. “That was motion
sickness.”

_________

“For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish,
but have eternal life.  –  John 3:16
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Zarah Gagatiga, Mt. Olivet BCGG

AFTERTHOUGHTS

I must have been watching too many
Glee episodes of late that one song
from the hit TV show has become my
shower song. It goes likes this:

The moment I wake up / Before I put
on my make up / I say a little prayer
for you / While combing my hair now
/ And wondering what dress to wear
now / I say a little prayer for you.

Forever, and ever, you’ll stay in my
heart / and I will love you /Forever,
and ever, we never will part / Oh, how
I love you / Together, forever, that’s
how it must be / To live without you /
Would only mean heartbreak for me.

Sounds familiar? It’s no wonder if
you hummed along. Yes, it’s the Aretha
Franklin classic that speaks of two
powerful entities that can move
mountains, fill up gaps and build bridges:
Love and Prayer.

We pray for those who are dear to
us. People we truly care about are
always in our prayers. We pray on
matters and things that we hold valuable.
We pray for the many useless anxieties
that break our every waking moment. We

pray for graces and blessings. We pray
with gratitude. We pray to be absolved.
We pray to a God who never gets tired
listening to our troubles. When you think
about it, prayer is an intimate expression
of love between God and man.

I remember a time when I could not
pray. Hard as I try, I could not strike a
simple conversation with God. Even the
structured prayer taught by the Jesuits
was a chore for me to do. It seemed that
I had ran out of graces to ask for. Body
prayer didn’t help either. There was no
way to begin a dialogue with God. It was
a dry spell.

Then came the interface with John
BCGG and the spell was lifted. Tita Anne
Alfonso began by asking God to intervene
in our thoughts and body. It was so
simple. In between deep breaths, she
simply asked God to teach us all how to
pray. I never felt so alone yet so loved.

There I was crying, holding back the
sounds that my sobs created. My
husband, immersed in his own
meditation, was clueless on what was
going on inside me. I felt an energy move

in the room that rendered my
consciousness helpless; however, I was
filled with an overflowing joy. It was like a
homecoming. I saw my ugly self yet I
felt acceptance by the community who,
unconsciously perhaps, was praying for
me and with me.

I often look back at that experience
with John. It is with gratitude that I do so
in retrospect. It was one of those
moments when God’s love and presence
was made real to me in prayer and in
the community’s devotion to reach in to
other members.

Now I look at prayer meetings and
BCGG interfaces in a new light. More
than my need to share the good news of
God and His blessings, there is a
necessity to pray for others and with
others. We always hear of MAGIS. We
often speak of it in community
celebrations, initiatives and projects. We
do more and we give more – time; talent;
treasure. I think we must also pray more,
for ourselves, for each other, for the whole
community that our spirituality may grow
and deepen in God’s given time.

Prayer Power = Power of Love
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February Birthday Celebrants

1 Helen Chua Sirach
2 Royce Remorca ME Class 89

Puring Santos ME Class 89
3 Sheila Tumaliuan Mustard Seed

Jhune Talla ME Class 86
4 Anna Pili Emmanuel

Abe Awit ME Class 89
Anne Hanapin ME Class 92

5 Alma Cornejo ME Class 96
6 Tony Tuviera CIA/Wisdom
8 Aileen Melaya ME Class 91

Lucy Barola ME Class 96
9 Ferdie Joson Sirach
11 Edison Guzman Beatitudes

Gary Canoso Magnificat
Pearly Braga ME Class 91

13 Norma Cordero Philippians
Cathy Rafael Agnus Dei
Annie Baldo Emmanuel

15 Melit Faderguya ME Class 92
Chris Galang ME Class 96

16 Danny Mendoza Exodus
17 Mike Magpayo Sirach
18 Domeng Gagatiga Mt. Olivet

Jo Bello ME Class 92
19 Kitchie Martinez ME Class 95
25 Vicky Mendoza Exodus
27 Glo Alli Kapatiran Kay Kristo

Atoy Apo Exodus

February Wedding Anniversaries

7 Bing & Tes dela Paz ME Class 91
Uriel & Yella Castillo ME Class 96

8 Benz & Vina Dimanalata Genesis of David
9 Rjay & Star Santos ME Class 95
10 Danny & Charito Dimayuga Sirach
14 Leony & Mia Parada Psalm 46-Samaritans

Percy & Chit Garcia Mt. Olivet
Red & Rechelle Torres ME Class 96
Ronald & Mafi Caringal ME Class 96

15 Ciso & Laura Cayabyab Philippians
16 Dindo & Aileen Melaya ME Class 91
21 William & Olive Ng ME Class 86
23 Leo & Grace Moselina Mustard Seed
27 Tony & Mads Tuviera CIA/Wisdom
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Calendar of Activities: February to April 2010

February      Activity / Event Venue Sponsor(s) / Contact(s)
05 Fri Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center CSM, Central Sector

Multi-purpose Hall – 3rd Floor Emmanuel and Agnus Dei
09 South Sector Meeting Chua Chiaco Residence Anchit/Sally Chua Chiaco 842-2564
09 North Sector Meeting Rafael or Balderas Residence Mon/Alice Go 444-3520
11 Central Sector Meeting Sison Residence Jun/Mila Sison 633-0756
12-14 MEW (ME Class 100)  P3,200/couple La Sallette Retreat House Ike/Josie Llamas 821-0639

Fr. James Gascon, SJ Tagaytay
19-21 ME-2  P3,000/couple. Fr. Allan Abuan Blessed Marello, Tagaytay MEFP 426-4206
20 Life in the Spirit Seminar (LSS) God’s Love Catholic Prayer Community Clyde/Patchot Abapo 838-8553

New Manila
March
02 Shepherds & Ministry Heads Meeting 1 Sanctuario de San Antonio Parish Office Magis Deo 426-7191
06 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center ME Ministry

Multi-purpose Hall – 3rd Floor North Sector
09 South Sector Meeting 7pm Chua Chiaco Residence Anchit/Sally Chua Chiaco 842-2564
09 North Sector Meeting 7 pm Rafael or Balderas Residence Mon/Alice Go 444-3520
11 Central Sector Meeting 7pm Sison Residence Jun/Mila Sison 633-0756
17 Council Meeting TBA Magis Deo 426-7191

April
01 Lenten Recollection (8am-5pm) AFP Theater, Camp Aguinaldo, Q.C. MEFP 426-4206
13 Sector & Ministry Heads Meeting 2 TBA Magis Deo 426-7191
13 South Sector Meeting 7pm Chua Chiaco Residence Anchit/Sally Chua Chiaco 842-2564
13 North Sector Meeting 7 pm Rafael or Balderas Residence Mon/Alice Go 444-3520
16 Fri Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Advocacy

Multi-purpose Hall – 3rd Floor South Sector
21 Council Meeting TBA Magis Deo 426-7191
22 Central Sector Meeting 7pm Sison Residence Jun/Mila Sison 633-0756
22 Magis Deo Golf Tournament Phil. Navy Club Leo Soliman 0927-278-2383
23-24 Annual Ignatian Retreat (AIR) TBA Suni Rodriguez 912-1781


