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Our Magis Deo Elections

As reported in the December
Newsletter, the following couples were
elected to the Magis Deo Pastoral
Council:  Fil and Anne Alfonso, Gene
and Eve Bañez, Anchit and Sally Chua
Chiaco, and Benz and Vina Dimanalata.
All four slots were filled on first ballot.
The prompt and unanimous result speaks
volumes about Magis Deo’s high regard
for them, appreciation of the work they
have devoted to the community, and the
promise of more to come.

Magis Deo has a generally good
system for the selection of its Council
Members. But more needs to be done
to encourage greater involvement from
our general membership in shaping our
Magis Programs so they can feel they
also own it. To be eligible for election
to the Council, a couple must have

undergone the required Community
formation programs and “paid their
dues” in terms of service to the
community. Even when already qualified,
quiet, unheralded involvement in
Community activities to be present and
do more together with one’s spouse. I
am sure these are quietly replicated
throughout our Community. I trust it will
not be an undue intrusion into the privacy
of our newly elected council members
to say that I have been a privileged
witness of these in their lives.

Our National, Regional and Local
Elections

On May 10, just four months and a
few days away we will face another set
of elections: our national, provincial, and
local elections. WHY is this important?
WHAT are we called upon to do in this
regard? WHO are we going to vote for?

Your vote ...
     ...our tomorrow.

Taking a cue from our mission as a
community formed in Ignatian Spirituality, in
one of the Magis Deo community celebrations
Fr. Bobby Yap, SJ presented the topic of
Spirituality of Stewardship from the
perspective of the Spiritual Exercises (SPEX)
of St. Ignatius, particularly the last part which
is the Contemplatio – The Contemplation to
Attain the Love of God – or, to put it simply,
the prayer which helps the retreatant to learn
to love like God. What follows is Fr. Bobby’s
teaching as this writer understood it.

The grace to ask for in the
Contemplatio is to “to be filled with a
deep interior knowledge of God’s love
for me, so that filled with gratitude, I
may in all things love and serve the
Lord.” We pray that we become deeply
aware of His love for us so that we are
moved to love in the same way.  This
describes in a nutshell the dynamic of the
SPEX – seeing or becoming aware, feeling
or being affected by what one sees, and
deciding or acting from the experience.  This

All is Gift: The Spirituality of Stewardship

Continued on page 2
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also sums up the Spirituality of
Stewardship – Seeing that all is Gift
from God; Feeling gratitude for
God’s gifts; and Action: becoming
grateful stewards who share.

All is Gift. The four points of the
Contemplatio allows us to see the
boundless generosity of God. In the first
point, we deepen our awareness of
God’s gifts which we may have taken
for granted, such as the food we eat,
our health, our family, the whole of
creation, life itself.  In the second point,
we see God present in His gifts, through
which He can come to us and we can
relate to Him. In the third point, we
contemplate God who labors in all His
gifts, to bring them to fullness. He
continues to create us “moment by
moment.” The fourth point leads us to
see that God is the source of all
goodness. It is Himself that He gives to
us and our motive for loving Him is not
His gifts but rather who He is.

These four points summarize and
correspond to the four parts or “weeks”
of the SPEX. Note that a “week” does
not mean seven calendar days but is a
device used by St. Ignatius to denote
the different parts of the SPEX. In the
first week, we “cry in wonder” at God’s
unconditional and merciful love towards
us despite our sinfulness. In the second
week, we pray on the life of Jesus from
His birth up to His public life, knowing
the God who has “become human for
me.” In the third week, we contemplate
Jesus’ suffering “for me.” And the
Risen Christ in the fourth week
becomes our consoler and friend.

Interior Knowledge.  Our
experience of God’s love in the SPEX
is felt-knowledge. It is a knowledge that
savors and relishes, a knowledge that we
deeply feel and acknowledge. It is
experiencing God’s love in a heart-felt and
affective way not just through concepts
or ideas. As Anthony de Mello said, “no
one ever got drunk on the word ‘wine’.”

It all begins with seeing… Thus,
it all begins with seeing the GOOD
(beyond complaining and envy), seeing
the GIFT (beyond feeling entitled and
demanding) and seeing the GIVER. It
is being aware that all of life is gift, given
by God freely and out of the abundance
of His love.  It is being aware that what
we have is unmerited and undeserved.
It is being aware of the presence, power
and care of God everywhere, for
everyone, at all times. It is also important
to remember, as Gaudium et Spes (The
Constitution of the Church in the Modern
World) teaches, that God’s gifts are for

all.  It is God’s desire that all created
things are shared by all with justice and
tempered by charity.

Gratitude. How do we respond to
this great love of God for us? As we
slowly realize with a deep-felt
knowledge how generous God has been,
giving us everything out of love for us
and not because we deserve it, we are
brought to a stance of humble
thanksgiving. We are moved by God’s
generosity to serve out of love, not out
of fear or obligation.

Loving Service. And out of love,
we serve as stewards of God’s gifts.
We do not act as absolute owners who
can do as we please, even exploit, abuse
and destroy. Rather, we are caretakers
who nurture and cultivate God’s gift. We
are caretakers who act responsibly, who
are accountable to God for the gifts He
has given us. We are happy to share
everything with each other and with all,
especially those in need.

Sharing may come in the form of
love-offerings or tithings, which are
means of supporting the Church and
one’s community such as Magis Deo.
When members give love offerings to
the community, it can sustain itself and
more importantly, it can serve the poor.
Giving our tithings to the Church and to
the community is in the spirit of the early
disciples who lived in community and
shared what they had.

For Prayer and Reflection. Fr.
Bobby ended his talk by suggesting that
we pray the following points. We can
do this on our own and share the fruits
of our prayer with others in our BCGGs
and other small groups. Before praying,
perhaps we can beg for the grace “to
be filled with a deep interior
knowledge of God’s love for me, so
that filled with gratitude, I may in all
things love and serve the Lord.”

Scripture Texts (select one):

• Psalm 103: “Forget not all God’s
benefits”

• Romans 8:23-39: “Nothing can
separate us from the love of Christ”

• Isaiah 54:4-10: “The mountains may
be shaken but my love will never
leave you.”

• 2 Cor. 4:7-10: “We are afflicted, but
never destroyed.”

Reflections on My Life’s Blessings:

• Begin with the ordinary things that
make you happy: music, food, a
beautiful view, friendship, etc.

• Remember too the “difficult
graces.”

• Relish God’s presence and love in
His gifts.

• How do I wish to respond?

May we take Fr. Bobby’s teaching to
heart and, in praying as he suggested, may
we be filled with a deep sense of gratitude
so that as stewards of God’s gifts, we may
learn to love like God, to serve Him boldly,
with generosity and love.

All is Gift ... continued from page 1

Tina Mossesgeld, Cana BCGG
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Heroic Youth
Sunday Homily - December 13, 2009

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

From Robin Garcia, to Sajid
Bulig, to Muelmar Magallanes,
to Efren Peñaflorida, and

many more like them. Filipino youth
whose young lives are no less than
heroic, after the example of that young,
incarnate hero, Jesus Christ.

A couple of months ago, I expressed
in this column that our young Filipinos
are the hope of our future. Divine
Providence is revealing this to us. After
that killer earthquake in Cabanatuan,
Nueva Ecija several years ago, our
young student Robin saved the lives of
his five schoolmates, went back into the
darkness of their collapsed school
building to save more, but was caught
by an aftershock. A concrete slab hit

him, and he later died in the hospital, with
a smile on his face.

And then, there was our 13-year-
old Sajid Bulig, a gifted swimmer, who
saved six people from drowning during
that pagoda tragedy in Bulacan. He
made another attempt to save a seventh
person, but was hit by a big wooden slab
that led to his own death.

More recently, our 18-year-old
construction worker, Muelmar
Magallanes, evacuated his family at the
height of the Ondoy floods in Bagong
Silangan, Q.C., and kept going back to
save other trapped neighbors from their
rooftops, until he was able to save no
less than thirty people. He then heard a
woman crying for help with her baby.
Exhausted and shivering, Muelmar still
swam back to save the mother and her
child. He succeeded in saving them, but
afterwards was swept away by strong
currents and perished.

You will recall that many other young
Filipinos responded to the flood victims in
relief and rehabilitation centers, motivated
by compassion and generosity.

And now we have another
outstanding young Filipino, Efren
Peñaflorida, who has been awarded as
the CNN Hero of the Year for his
“Kariton Klassroom” ministry in
educating the poor, out-of-school
children in depressed areas. He earns a
living as a public school teacher, but
continues to lead the Dynamic Teen Co.
with about 10,000 members. His God-
inspired conviction: “Each person has a
hidden hero within. You just have to look
inside you and search it in your heart,
and be the hero to the next one in need.”
Efren is appealing to our leaders who
will run for public office these coming
elections. “With power comes
responsibility. Service should be done in
all humility, not just for oneself or for a
few, but to respond to the cry of society.”

Today’s Gospel teaching on love and
social justice is the only way to really
spend a meaningful Christmas, not only
for 2009, but for the rest of our lives.
“Whoever has two cloaks should share
with the person who has none. And
whoever has food should do likewise.”
To tax collectors: “Stop collecting more
than what is prescribed.” To soldiers:
“Do not practice extortion, do not falsely
accuse anyone, and be satisfied with
your wages.” (From Lk. 3:10-18).

I have chosen to focus on our youth
because there is a tendency nowadays
to assess them as irresponsible,
undisciplined, disrespectful to elders,
uncaring, and self-centered. Well,
externally and behaviorally, there may
be some reason for saying this. But
paradoxically, the deeper, inner self and
potentials of the children and youth are
often neglected, taken for granted,
underdeveloped, and not appreciated
enough. And drawing out the children’s
positive qualities must start in the family.

A recent study by the psychologist,
Ron Taffel, Ph.D., is very significant.

His book is entitled Childhood
Unbound: Saving Our Kids’ Best
Selves. Although American, the study
applies to our increasingly Westernized
culture. A punch line conclusion is worth
quoting: “These ‘impossible’ kids are often
remarkably smart, confident,
knowledgeable, competent, and more
involved with ethical and social issues than
my generation ever was, and almost
always capable of stunning kindness and
generosity.”

A major breakthrough in today’s
family dynamics is when parents are able
to accurately enter the world of their
children and understand with the heart
where they are really coming from, and
the children feeling really understood. As
the children experience this, they in turn
will begin to understand where their
parents are coming from. This mutual
experience of empathy and compassion
then moves to a meaningful dialogue,
bringing out the best from both sides.

Human communication is really
human when done face-to-face, eye-to-
eye, combined with human touch, other
forms of non-verbal communication, with
an awareness of God’s presence.
Families nowadays should be careful not
to be addicted to screen world
communication. Too much time on the TV,
computer, laptop, internet, and cell phone.
More and more communication through
the screen world, and less and less human.

Balance, balance is the answer to
our families who want to grow in love
and social justice.
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The Family
for

Others

EDITORIAL

R
eflecting on the gospels
that immediately follow
Christmas, my attention
was caught by three

feasts that the Church gives us to
celebrate right after what without doubt
is the most joyous, glorious, long-
awaited event of all time – the birth of
our Lord Jesus, the promised Saviour,
Messiah, King.

The feast of the Holy Family is a
moveable feast and is celebrated the
first Sunday after Christmas. As a
community of families it is not too
difficult to relate to this feast, we are
taught to model our families after Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph. This can be difficult
especially since we tend to think of the
Holy Family as an ideal, and forget that
Jesus, though divine was born into a
human family. Like us, they had to
make daily, constant choices to
understand and follow the call of God
in their lives.

We are consoled knowing that
every family is a “holy family”
especially when its members try to live
the virtues that St. Paul sets out: be
patient – forgive each other; show
heartfelt mercy with kindness and
humility. And, of course, love heals all.

But love does not protect us from
bad things happening to us, and
sometimes, oftentimes, in spite of,

because of our decision to follow God’s
call we suffer and are even persecuted.
The Holy Family was no exception.

Fast forward to December 28, the
feast of the Holy Innocents, is a story
we understand all too well because it
still happens – a greedy ruler who wants
to stay in office plots murder. Jesus’
parents, like countless other refugees flee
their home and live in exile until it is safe
to come home.

December 26 celebrates another
blooded act of love. It is the feast of St.
Stephen, the first Christian martyr who
died for his faith. In the Acts of the
Apostles we read that he is stoned to
death with the consent and approval of
a man named Saul (whom we later learn
will meet the Lord on the road to
Damascus, but that is running ahead of
the story). The image of the horrible
death of one who steadfastly chooses
to remain true to that sweet babe in a
manger is fixed in our mind’s eye.

As families for others, the Holy
Family is our model and ideal. The
contrast between the song of angels and
the homage of both shepherds and kings
with the events that followed is
something to think about. This family,
blessed above all families, was a family
steadfast at all seasons. May we learn
to follow our own call as faithfully and
as lovingly.

Joy S. Uy-Tioco
Micah BCGG

As in the case of Magis Deo, we
are given the opportunity to elect our
country’s leaders. The right to vote
gives us the opportunity to choose and
to change our leaders. How well we
choose will determine the kind of
GOVERNANCE and the realization of
GOALS we seek for ourselves, for our
families, and for our country. It is a
collective “WE” I use here because in a
democratic system it is the cumulative
count of individual votes that will

determine the winning candidate. But
“WE” starts only when you and I come
together and vote for common
candidates. For our vote to count, we
must join with other like-minded voters
in order to gain sufficient voting power
to make a difference. We need to get
informed.  SO …

(1) Is my name in the voters’ list?
Which precinct? (You can access the
COMELEC website and with your
voter ID number verify whether you are
in the registered voters’ list.) (2) Have
I familiarized myself with automated

voting? (The Parish of St. James in
Alabang held a demo and orientation
with one of the new voting machines.
This may have been replicated in some
of the larger parishes. Please check with
your own Parish for more information).
(3) Who are the relevant candidates?
(For starters the Presidentiables: Aquino,
Estrada, Gordon, Teodoro, Villar). (4)
What do I need to know about them and
their programs? (The Carlos P. Romulo
Foundation is hosting a Policy Forum
in the Asian Institute of Management

Election Reflections ... cont. from page 1

Continued on page 11
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Grace of Hope
Hope is definitely not the same thing as optimism.

It is not the conviction that something will turn out well,
but the certainty that something makes sense, regardless of how it turns out.

 - Vaclav Havel
Disturbing the Peace

As 2010 enfolds before us,
we pray like Mary and
Joseph, with hope. Mary
looked back at the mixed

memories of her pregnancy and the birth
of her Son – a mixture of pain from what
her neighbors were saying about her
having a child before marriage, the
discomfort before the delivery but with
the joy of safely delivering Jesus to the
world.  Joseph had to deal with changes
in his plans but opening himself to God’s
grace – from his fiancée, Mary, getting
pregnant not by him, fleeing to Egypt to
avoid Herod, to hearing Jesus’ correcting
Mary on who is his real father. Yet, both
Mary and Joseph said “Yes” to God’s
invitation, with hope for God’s grace.

In the same manner, we look back
at 2009 with gratitude for the graces we
received and the challenges before us.
The challenge of sustaining living the
Magis is here before us now. Internally,
we face the challenge of increasing
participation of members in Community
activities; keeping the desire burning for
BCGG members; retaining ME recruits
as full-fledged BCGG members; and
sustaining the commitment of leaders to
servanthood. Externally, we all face
difficult economic opportunities, climate
change, social and political security,
changing health conditions, and the 2010
elections.

Whatever the season of life we may
be in at this time, God calls us again to
re-commit ourselves in living out the
Magis and what Magis Deo stands for.
Our own “yes” may be traced to the
seemingly difficult “yes” of Mary and
Joseph. Each one of us has our own
easy and difficult areas to commit. But
God unfailingly invites us each time to
do something more, the magis.  Each
one of us has gone through our “no” and
we experienced how God has respected
our freedom of choice and how He has
lovingly understood and waited for us.
Each one of us, too, has gone through
our many “yes” and we felt how God
has been delighted with our participation
in His plan.  In our struggles to say and
live out our “yes”, we gain strength from
the graces of God as well as from living
in Community with one another.

What is God personally asking us
to do this year?  Let us rise to the
challenge (with faith, hope, and love) of
what each one of us can personally
bring.  Yes, with hope to face 2010 with
inspiration, courage, and greater love for
the other.

We are all called to be messengers
of hope.  Hope is one of the theological
virtues. It is a virtue of holding on, of
tenacity.1  It means a continual looking
forward to the eternal world.2  It does
not mean leaving the present world as it

is.  But it means being alert to God’s
presence in our lives and try to bring
His love now while we wait for this
eternal world.

For our Magis Deo, it means lifting
up what has already begun in us…
what has been achieved so far… to
be together, gathered around our
Mission/Vision, affirming that
something is really happening for the
good of others. Hope gives rise to
community and the spirit of community
gives birth to hope.3

For our country, it means looking
forward to the 2010 elections, new
leaders, and new dreams in lighting up
the hearts of Filipinos in working
towards the common good.

Happy New Year!  Here we are,
Lord!  With You always there, what
more shall we want?  For God is Hope.

Philip and Malu Panlilio
Chaircouple / Mustard Seed BCGG

________________________________
1 James Keenan, SJ
2 C. S. Lewis “Mere Christianity”
3 Chito Tagle
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It was a time of giving, and
receiving.  On Sunday, December 13,
2009, some 80 Magis Deo South Sector
members, families and friends
participated in the “Pamaskong Salu-
salo” at GK Aya-Multinational in
Parañaque to share the spirit of
Christmas with 110 resident families.

The morning event commenced
with a Mass presided by Fr. Antonio
“Beng” Molavin, SDB, from the Tuloy
sa Don Bosco Streetchildren Village in
Alabang.  Fr. Beng engaged the children
in his homily to bring out the message
of Christmas, that God loves us so, so,
so, so, so very much that He sent His
Son, Jesus, to save us and bring us to
heaven.  Having seen how good the kids
were with their basic catechism, he
later gifted them with 100 copies of his
newly published “Jesus Cartoons”
coloring book.

In lieu of the traditional program, a
kiddie party was set up for the more
than 100 children (ages 1 to 12) of the
village.  Bubbly game master was Mt.
Olivet’s Zarah Gagatiga.  There were
games for children only, and games
requiring the participation of children
and adults, usually their mothers.
Winners were allowed to choose their
prizes from an array of toys from cars
and dolls to hula hoops, jump ropes,
character bags, bubbles and so much
more.  The last game, “Hit the
Palayok” drew the most shrieks, laughs
and sighs, and despite efficient policing
by residents to avoid children getting
hurt, the winner, a young girl, was in
tears as she rose from the rubble of
kids who dived for the candies and little
prizes in the palayok.  I myself felt the
excitement fever rushing through my
body every time a child tried his luck at
the clay pot.  The games segment of
our activity was so much fun the kids

forgot to get their ice cream from two
carts stationed in the street and had to
be given an ice cream break.

While games kept a captive audience
in the multi-purpose hall, Magis Deo
members led by Vina Dimanalata
packed the gift food bags for the 100
plus families in the model house.  In one
of the resident’s houses, food packs for
the families and Magis Deo guests were
prepared by a team of residents led by
Margie Concepcion.  The gift food bags
and lunch packs were distributed at
around 11.30 a.m.

Then came the highlight of our
morning.  Magis Deo members and
friends were assigned resident families
to visit and break bread with. This salu-
salo where GK residents welcomed us
into their homes to share a simple
conversation about their lives and a
simple meal of pancit and adobo was a
gesture of friendship and solidarity.  For
the few moments spent together in their
homes, GK residents and guests were
one, both giving and receiving.  (Read
about the reactions of MD members
and friends in a separate article).

Back in the tent on the street after
their salu-salos, Magis Deo members
later sang Christmas carols before finally
saying good-bye and Merry Christmas!

Pamaskong Salu-salo at GK Aya
Sally Chua Chiaco, Council / John BCGG
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On our way to the home of the
family assigned to us, I heard a little boy
ask his mother why they didn’t have
visitors in their home.  I looked at the
expression on the boy’s face and realized
that he was really expecting someone
to come visit his family. Other children
in their homes waved their hands as I
passed by.

I was amazed at how warmly our
GK hosts welcomed us, how excited
they were.  It were as if we had been
friends for a long time!  They shared
stories about their life in a garbage
dump.  The mother even excused

herself, and when she returned, she had
two bottles of soft drinks for us. How
little they have, yet so generous to share!
They were so thankful and proud that
we visited them. – Mark Ageas (SGV)

Aling Inday Nelias and her husband,
now deceased, did not allow poverty to
rob their children of their future.  They
worked day and night to send them to
school.  Their children finished their
schooling and now have jobs to sustain
the family. No one went astray.  Part of
the better life they dream of is their home
in GK Aya, now out of the garbage
dump.  Our short encounter with them
made us realize that life is not about what
we have in abundance or scarcity, but
about how we respond to the challenges
of changing and making our lives better.
It was so inspiring to hear Aling Inday
say with gratitude and joy in her face,
“God has been so good to us.” – KC
Ayco (SGV)

The Ofilans and their 3-year old
daughter, Yomi, live in GK Aya even
though they are not original dwellers in
the dump site.  Kuya Randy voluntarily
worked to build houses without any
assurance of being awarded a unit.
Once a troublemaker, he is now a
devoted family man.  He inspired us to
persevere in life without expecting
anything in return.  God’s blessings come
to those who give their best. – Erwin
Caoile and team (SGV)

Ang sarap tingnan na ang konting
biyaya ng Diyos ay masaya nilang
pinagsasaluhan at pinasasalamatan!  It
was a blessing to take our meal with a
GK family. – Benz & Vina Dimanalata
(Genesis of David BCGG)

We received more…
...some Magis Deo members and friends write about their experience

of breaking bread with GK Aya residents…

Aida del Rosario, center, with the SGV colleagues of Lito Gonzales (rightmost).
The Gawad Kalinga Aya-Multinational started as Aida’s birthday gift from her family.

Magis Deo members, their families and
SGVeans break bread with GK residents.

Continued on page 10
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With “Magis Carols” as the
theme for our 2009
Magis Deo Family Day,

inspiration brought forth dress code by
sector in Christmas colors of red, green
and gold; Christmas tree decorating
contest with the following criteria:
ingenuity/creativity, use of indigenous
materials, economical and environment-
friendly; and a sectoral rendition of
Christmas medleys.

December 6, 2009 was not the usual
balmy December morning. The sun was
at its full glory as on a summer
day. The PLDT covered court/
gym in Mandaluyong City, venue
of our Family Day, was quite hot
and humid but the members and
family of Magis Deo were even
warmer. Upon reaching the
reception desk manned by Chie
Llamas and Marlyn Soliman, one
could feel the air of Christmas.
It was a reunion of friendship
where one could catch up with
old friends from ME Weekend
days.

The celebration started with the
Sunday Mass officiated by Father
Ruben Tanseco. Our Family Day
coincided with the homily of Father
Ruben, who always reminds us of the
importance of FAMILY. He mentioned
the result of a survey conducted in
various countries on what gives
happiness to people. It is heart-warming
to know that Filipinos find joy in
FAMILY compared to the United States
where WEALTH is the source of one’s
happiness.  Fr. Ruben then asked every
couple who brought their children and
grandchildren to come to the altar to be
blessed, and requested them to pray and
surrender their families to the Lord.
During the mass, Father Ruben also
asked everyone to go around, greet and
offer peace to members. Undoubtedly,
the Lord is present in each of one of us

by the smile on our faces and the
sincerity of giving peace to everyone.

After the mass, everyone feasted on
adobo cooked in different ways. The
bangus was the best-seller (perhaps
because many are health-conscious; in
short bawal na and matataba kasi high
blood na!). There was enough pancit
to feed 10 barangays; and the 2 carts of
ice cream were enjoyed by the young
ONES and the young ONCE. Ditto for
the chocolate fondue of cubed apples,
bananas, and marshmallows, which

disappeared as fast as the fruits were
sliced and diced.

After lunch, the program started
with the Christmas medley presentations
of the three sectors. The Vive, the dance
group of Leia Parada (daughter of Leony
and Mia), gave a whooping hip-hop
dance that shocked everyone. There was
a moment where Father Ruben held his
breath for fear that some dancers might
break their bones and heads with the
way they executed their dance steps.
These teenagers are really loaded with
talent. They were AWESOME!

The South Sector won the contest
for the best decorated Christmas tree.
They had the “pinaka-Magis” decor.
Their ingenuity and creativity of cutting
out the pictures of Magis Deo members
and pasting them on little anahaw fans
served as the decor that made their
Christmas tree unique, following the

criteria “mura na, safe pa.” The Central
Sector’s Christmas decoration was
beautiful and elegant. Tita Mila Sison
used ifferent bunga of trees as
decorations adorned with ribbons and
lights. The North Sector’s tree was the
cutest (sabi nga ni Jay Ng Sy, cute sa
size and cute din sa decor).

At the onset of the event, our emcee
Eli Prieto explained the presence of a
big but bare Christmas tree standing solo
on the stage. The CSM Ministry took
the opportunity to raise funds for Magis

members affected by the recent
typhoons and floods. Christmas
balls of various sizes (with
equivalent assigned values of P50,
P100, P500, and P1,000) were
offered for sale. As the hours
passed, one could not help but
notice the tree getting slowly
adorned, first by small, then by
larger balls. Under the persuasive
tutelage of Charley and Jay Ng
Sy who oversaw the project, the
amount raised reached P28,250.

Bravo to our generous members who
shared their resources, time, and heart!

Our Magis youth and children
enjoyed their own fun games of darts
and balloons supervised by Henry Cruz
and Leony Parada, queuing endlessly to
win candies as prizes. Before the day
ended, Santa Claus (role-played by our
guest comedian Wilson Go who
entertained his audience with his singing,
dancing, stand-up comedy, and
emceeing) distributed loot bags and
posed for pictures with the kids.

Worth mentioning was the day’s
attendance – the North Sector had the
largest head count of 70, followed by
the South Sector with 54, then the
Central Sector at 47, for a grand total of
171 members and family present. Mt.
Olivet, under Shepherd Couple Ed and
Sol Macalalad, received a cash prize for
being the BCGG with the biggest
contingent numbering 24 persons.

2009 Magis Deo
Family Day

Evelyn San Pedro, CSM / Cana BCGG
Marivic Pareja, Agnus Dei BCGG
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We had our fellowship with Kuya
Ronald, Ate Ema and their two children.
Kuya Ronald started working when he
was seven to help his parents provide
for his younger siblings. He now works
as a delivery truck driver and was once
hijacked by NPAs. He taught us to value
very peso we earn, and to take care of
our bodies.  He was once paralyzed
because of overwork, but was healed
through constant prayer.  More than the
help we thought we would be giving the
Tobias family, we learned through their
stories to be grateful and to have faith in
God. – Chad Dominguez (SGV)

The Galenos have five children, ages
five to fifteen.  Mr. Galeno, aka Kuya
Dodong, works as a security guard in a

home in Multinational Village. He is very
grateful for the opportunity to have a
better home in a better community for
his family.  Despite his night duty as a
guard, he continues to help build homes
for the rest of the community.  He has
put in more than the 1,600 hours required
to become a GK awardee. He is proud
of what the community has achieved,
and aspires for an even better life for
all.  What an inspiring man! – Sylvie
Mallada (SGV)

Over pancit, adobo, and rice, we
shared stories with our host family.  They
talked about their children and their
schooling, how they enjoy the community
they live in, their hardships.  Listening to
their stories made me appreciate my
family and my life more.  I realized that
I am lucky and I shouldn’t complain when

something difficult comes my way. –
Zyra Mella (24, daughter of Rey &
Lucy Mella, Cana BCGG)

I initially felt indifferent about going
to GK last December 13 as I expected
it to be another one of those outreach
activities we do in school.  But at the
end of the day, I realized that this
outreach was different and special in
its own way.  Chatting with our host
family even for just a short time, I
realized how blessed and fortunate I am
to be well-off.  I also learned that even
the poor have hopes and dreams and
that not all of them just simply give up.
– Jared Mella (17, Mella Family,
Cana)

My experience in GK sharing lunch
with five people we didn’t know was

fun.  We got to know more about each
other.  They were very nice to us.  I’ve
been to GK Aya several times as part of
school projects, so I met some young kids
and played games.  They learned from
us, and we learned from them. – Fiona
Mella (12, Mella Family, Cana)

Manny and Maricel, married for five
years, are childless.  It is their strong faith
in God that keeps them together. They
made us feel comfortable in their home

We received ... continued from page 7 and offered us to partake of whatever they
had.  Our short time with them reminded
us that life itself is more meaningful than
“life” at work. – Philip Ortal (SGV)

We were happy to know the family in
a more personal way.  We usually do not
have such close encounters with the
families whenever we go to GK Aya.  The
husband was at work at that time. – Edith
Prieto (Genesis of David BCGG)

I was touched by the innocence and
simplicity of the children during Fr.
Beng’s Q and A during his homily.  It
was also God’s grace that the person I
held hands with during the “Our Father”
turned out to be the couple we broke
bread with.  Very sincere, open and
simple. – Marissa Serrano (Genesis of
David BCGG)

We were assigned to interact with a
family of six, including four children.  The
mother works in a women’s garments
factory.  Raising children in a dump site,
she said, is tough. It is their hope for a
better life that keeps them afloat.

Our conversation with the family
made our problems so trivial.  Many
things we are blessed with in life – our
jobs, life-style, family and friends – we
take for granted and even complain
about.  We went to GK Aya thinking that
we would reach out to families needing
our help.  Instead, by just sharing a
simple conversation over a simple meal,
they opened our eyes to appreciate our
own lives.  We have so much to be
thankful for. – Rachel Silva (SGV)
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(AIM) on January 14, 2010 in
cooperation with AIM and ANC, the
ABS-CBN news channel. The
candidates will be asked what each of
them intends to do once in office, what
specific policies and programs they
will adopt to address certain challenges
and what vision and hope they hold
for the future of our nation). (5) What
are some of the critical issues? (Good
governance, peace and order, corruption,
poverty, the economy, impact of climate
change). (6) Where can I get the
necessary information? (Attend the AIM
Forum, or catch it on the screen – it will
be televised. Try the Makati Business
Club (www.mbc.com.ph; e-mail:
makatibusinessclub@mbc.com.ph) or the
Bishops-Businessmen’s Conference for

The final leg for the values
formation seminar of the Central
Sector’s outreach program at Pateros
(Suyuan group) was held on the feast
day of King of Kings, no less. And this
time around, the members of Sirach
BCGG – Gen. Felix & Nila Brawner,
Danny and Charito Dimayuga, Ronnie
& Jean Ambe, Emma Punzalan and
Ferdie Joson – took the center stage.

Modules 9 and 10 were divided into
different topics and tackled with relative
ease by Ronnie and Jean, Ferdie, Emma
and Nila. Clear and vivid were their
talks that everyone in the audience
comprehended the topics without
difficulty. The message came through
crystal clear, ready to be applied in their
daily lives.

The activity of drawing circles by
the participants was facilitated by
BCGG Corinthians Apin & Chie
Llamas, Ciel & Manet Yap, and Regie
& Daisy de Guzman, who also catered
the yummy food for the day. Mia
Parada and Henry Cruz of Psalm 46
were of great help.

And as a classic closure to a 10-
module seminar, Gen. Felix & Nila
Brawner rendered their immortal
kundimans – songs we’ll never forget;
songs that will always touch our hearts.
A fitting tribute to a noble task.

Four weekends and 10 modules were
labored industriously by Central Sector
BCGGs, selflessly contributing their time,
talent and treasure for our brothers and
sisters at Pateros. On a personal note, after
reviewing the values taught at the entire
seminar, methinks that had I practiced
religiously even half of them, I would be
better off than now. The problem is I took
for granted the simple and basic values we
all should live by. Mea culpa.

For and in behalf of the more than
60 Pateros folks, our heartfelt thanks and
sincerest gratitude to those who came,
saw, and shared. May our heavenly
Father bless you and your families. What
we learned from the seminar we will
carry and practice in our daily lives, rest
assured. And to the Magis Deo
Community, may your tribe increase.
Maraming salamat po at Maligayang
Pasko sa inyong lahat.

A Fitting
Finale
Leo Soliman

Corinthians BCGG

Human Development (www.bbc.org.ph;
e-mail: bbchd_phils@yahoo.com).  Closer
to home, try Tina Mossesgeld who
should be able to refer you to the right
office in Ateneo. There is no certainty
the invited Presidentiables will come, but
since it will be televised, they may not
want to forego the opportunity to catch
the camera at somebody else’s expense.
Our “homework” does not stop here.
There are the Vice Presidential
candidates, those for the Senate, the
Congressman for our district, and the
local government offices.

So you get the idea. We will need to
WORK for Good Government. Then
we can DEMAND it from our selected
representatives.

Tony del Rosario, John BCGG

Election Reflections ... cont. from page 4

“Quotes”
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In modern marriages perhaps
nowhere has confusion reigned more
than in the area of the husband’s role in
marriage. On one extreme is the
concept of the dominant husband who
makes all decisions and informs the wife
as to what they are going to do. On the
other extreme is the contemporary “don’t
count on me” husband who expects his
wife to support the family and make all
the major decisions while he spends his
time at the local gym.

Somewhere between these two
extremes there is a healthy middle road
where the husband is responsible,
dependable, leading but not domineering.
He is deeply committed to his wife and
family. This is the biblical pattern which
sees the husband as the loving leader.
Loving in that his focus is on caring for
his wife, and leading in that he takes
initiative to look out for her interest; in
the same way that Christ took the
initiative to look out for our interests.

What Does A Loving Leader Look
Like?

For some, the words loving and
leader are anomalies; some people
cannot conceive of the two concepts
working in tandem. Their idea of
leadership is the authoritarian dictator
who rules with an iron fist, and their
concept of love is mushy and weak. But
in a healthy family, the husband fits
neither of these stereotypes.

One the one hand he is able to
express both pain and joy. He is able to
relate to his wife on an emotional level.
On the other hand, he is strong and
dependable, feeling a sense of
responsibility for the well-being of his
wife and family. He does not run when

things get tough, but looks for solutions
that will benefit the whole family. He is
a leader to be sure, but he does not lead
in isolation. He recognizes that the most
effective leaders are servants, not
dictators. He values the partnership with
his wife; he wants to be there for her,
but he has no desire to dominate her.
This is the biblical husband.

A Partnership

The idea of the wife as partner is
as old as human literature. In the
creation account the man and the woman
were instructed to subdue the earth and
to rule over the fish of the sea, the birds
of the air and other living creatures. The
man was not instructed to subdue his
wife. He was told to become “one
flesh” with her.

In marriage, the man and the
woman become partners. We are
different physically and have different
roles in the reproductive process. Our
uniqueness means that we each bring
something different to the table, but we
come to the table as partners. She may
not think the way he thinks; she may
not have the same skills he has; but the
differences are assets, not liabilities.
Together we are more likely to make
wise decisions, become good parents,
and accomplish exploits for God.
Working as a team we reap the benefits
of marriage. When the husband tries to
dominate the wife, no one wins. When
he takes the initiative to love her they
both win. Marriage is a partnership.

Communication

Some research indicates that the
average woman speaks 25,000 words

Publisher’s Description

Many feel bombarded by images
and experiences of broken families.
This is not how God intended
families to be! So often we examine
the traits of unhealthy families, but
Gary Chapman paints a biblical
portrait of what a loving, stable
family looks like. Chapman details
five timeless characteristics that
create a healthy family environment:

• An attitude of service.
• Intimacy between husband

and wife.
• Parents who teach and train.
• Children who obey and

honor parents.
• Husbands who are loving

leaders.

In Dr. Chapman’s own words,
“What happens to your family does
make a difference not only to you
and your children, but to the
thousands of young observers who
are in search of a functional family.”

This article is adapted from The
Family You’ve Always Wanted:
Five Ways You Can Make It
Happen by Dr. Gary Chapman.

The Husband as a
Loving Leader

Gary Chapman

Continued on page 15
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Now more than ever we need someone to
shoulder our burden, pick up our multiple problems,
and carry them for us.

Our New Year’s Gospel reminds us that the
Christmas night is the real night to which Planet
Earth must look back if it wants to know the way
forward.

Watch as this Child born to us grows up and
establishes God’s Kingdom wherever He goes,

dealing not only with the individuals, but
also with the systems that enslave them.

Open our eyes afresh to His way of
doing things, and celebrate the fact that
the government of the world is upon His
shoulders.

Then go out into the New Year to
confront the darkness with the news of a
great light!

From: Ed Cuenca <emcuenca@gmail.com>
To: Various Recipients
Sent: Friday, January 01, 2010  2:04 AM
Subject: Happy New Year!

Is it a book?  A regular
newspaper column?  An inspirational
TV series?  The best way to describe
and explain it is to present the
following essay, disjointed in
composition and lay out (my apologies
to the Editorial Board and to you, dear
readers).

WORD Today 12/26/2009   Acts 6:8-
10; 7:54-59    Mt 10:17-22

Now that it’s quiet, it is time to
appreciate our Christmas Gift.

At the birth of Jesus, the angels
announced “Peace on earth among those
whom God is pleased.” (Lk 2:14)

This ‘peace’ is not external, not the
absence of conflict, nor the temporary
relaxation of money or drugs. It is the
internal peace of living in personal
friendship with the Holy Spirit of Jesus.

It is the peace of knowing how to deal
with all situations secure in the guidance
of the Holy Spirit (Lk 17:20), the peace
that filled St. Stephen (1st Christian martyr)
as he was being stoned to death (Acts
7:54-59).

This peace, an exquisite taste of
heaven, is not available to one whose life
is a rebellion to God.

May God’s Peace be with you!

The above comes from a recent
e-mail that Joy Uy-Tioco (who wrote
this issue’s editorial) received. Joy
wishes to acknowledge debt of editorial

to WORD Today, a reflection on the daily
gospel forwarded by Ed Cuenca.  Ed and
his wife Pynky are members of our sister
organization, the Christian Parenting for
Peace and Justice Foundation.

Who comes up with WORD Today?
How is it disseminated? We share the
following correspondence to answer these
questions:
From: Lee J. Verallo
To: Joy Uy-Tioco
Sent: Friday, January 01, 2010 7:19 PM
Subject: WORD Today (WT)

Dear Ms. Uy-Tioco,

Thank you very much for your kind and
encouraging email through our mutual friend Ed.

WORD Today started almost six years ago
as SMS (cell phone text) for my personal friends.
SMS remains its pathways, though it is now
sent to several hundreds of strangers. And it
gets forwarded and re-forwarded quite a bit.

Ed and I met earlier this year because of
WT. He and I share the same passion for
church work and bible study, so it’s a joy for
me to pass on the little that I know of our
Catholic faith. I have no formal theological
background, just self-reading, so that’s
probably why the writing is “practical and quite
grounded.”

I have no plans for setting up a website
because it would require more work time that
I can no longer afford to give. I thank God that
Ed does it voluntarily and so efficiently! Truly
God’s vineyard is too big for one man to
cultivate. :-)

May God make your year a happy one.
God’s love, peace, hope & joy to you & the
whole family!
                                       Lee J. Verallo

From: Ed Cuenca
To: Rufo C. Dacanay
Sent: Sun, January 3, 2010 3:44:41 PM
Subject: Re: Lee Verallo

Hi Rufo,

As Lee Verallo explained in his email
to Joy Uy-Tioco, he does not send the
WORD Today (WT) via email but thru text
every day. He lives in Cebu City during
weekends but during weekdays, Lee goes
to his farm in Bogo, south of the city, which
has no Internet Service Provider. It is only
when Lee arrives in the city, that he can
send emails.

When I receive Lee’s text daily, I convert
it to email with minor changes and then I
forward the WT via email to the addresses
in my list of recipients.  I can send WT either
thru text or email, whatever you would want.

Happy New Year!
                                          Ed

______

God bless you, Lee and Ed; and
thank you for your dedicated and unique
collaboration for spreading God’s word
daily.

We end this essay by sharing below
the WORD Today message they
disseminated on New Year’s Day.

What is WORD Today ? Rufo C. Dacanay, Mustard Seed BCGG
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Rey Mella, Council / Cana BCGG

SPIRITUAL TIDBITS AND HUMOR

Semper Paratus

For the 3rd straight year I completed
all 9 early morning masses to prepare
for Advent. This was difficult considering
the Christmas parties during December
and the fact that I love to start early at
work. I had to make adjustments to my
work start and had to be content with
starting work later than 5:30AM. But, the
more important thing is that I persisted
on completing the masses. I had made
a commitment early on that I would
demonstrate my sense of gratitude for a
beautiful year by completing the 9-day
novena. And, I did.  It was a great way of
ending the year and also a great
preparation for the coming New Year.

___________

I love being prepared. I was a boy
scout in my elementary days and I have
carried on with the motto “Be Prepared”
as I grew older. I am one of those who
hate surprises and one of those not-so-
spontaneous individuals. This attitude
and drive for preparedness has served
me in good stead and made me well-
prepared and fit for a manufacturing
operations job which I eventually made
a career of. Even as I know that my team
can execute with a certain degree of
precision, I ensure this with a lot of
planning. I anticipate things, exercise a
lot foresight, and prepare well for any
eventualit ies. I constantly ask the
question “What’s the worst thing that can
happen to my operations today?” And
based on the answers, I plan and prepare
for certain scenarios. Some people tell
me this is very stressful and makes life
less exciting. But, I say that because of
this approach, I am able to “stop and
smell the roses” a lot better, a lot more
often. In contrast, it actually reduces my
level of stress. It also enables me to use
the most of my time and make me a lot
more productive. I know that that is
exactly what God wants me to do.

___________

By being prepared most times, I am
more optimistic about the future. Even
cognizant of the fact that I cannot control
everything and there’s always Murphy’s
Law, I believe that I increase my chances

at success by being prepared. And, by
being more optimistic, I am more
spontaneous and happier as a person.
As Colin Powell put it, “perpetual
optimism is a force multiplier…”  I think
part of the reasons my team
accomplishes a lot is that their leaders
are almost always optimistic. We should
be; we are almost always prepared for
anything.

___________

I  love goal-setting and time
management. Again goals serve as a
guide for what I need to accomplish
throughout the year, and time
management allows me to be more
productive and enables me to utilize my
time better. In the absence of goals and
a calendar of activities, the worst thing
that can happen to me is I get drowned
with distractions and do the urgent and
less important.

___________

A brief article in Redeeming the
Time opened with this sentence:
Someone said, “Life was a flurry that
occurred on the way to the grave.”  It
actually meant “a flurry of meaningless
activity on the way to the grave.” These
meaningless activities are the
distractions and the urgent and
unimportant things which have minimal
impact on our main goals, even more,
our main purpose in life. They keep us
away from the major things that my boss
or even God really wants me to
accomplish. The article went on to remind
us about the story of Mary and Martha.
During the visit of Jesus, Martha was
caught up in the “flurry of activity” that
she practically missed the opportunity
of being with Jesus, while Mary put Jesus
and being with him as her priority.

___________

To kick off the year, my family and
I always sit down on January 1 (after the
fireworks and a good night’s sleep, at
breakfast or lunch time) and we do our
annual planning session. Everyone has
to write the past year’s accomp-
lishments and then the goals for the New

Year. To simplify things, I ask the kids
to have goals in different categories such
as school, relationships, personal
improvement, etc. When my youngest
daughter was 5, she had a goal of getting
her own credit card and making more
friends.

___________

For me, I have 9 categories:
spiritual development, community
involvement, outreach commitment,
work and career enhancement, money
and financials, personal growth and
improvement, health, travel and leisure,
and family. I like it this way as it allows
me to put focus on various aspects of
my life that I value. I also tie this up with
my time management and calendar of
activities throughout the year. While it
never is a 100% hit rate, this exercise
has allowed me to accomplish a lot more
in the priority areas of my life. I believe
God wants me to be fully optimized and
actualized as a person and to maximize
my existence in this world. And, goals
and goal-setting are my way of
accomplishing what God wants me to
do and to serve my purpose.

___________

In the same spirit, at work, I ended
the year with the last general meeting
of our exempt employees with a brief
training on goal-setting. I taught them
about the value of goals, the 3 types of
goals – be, do and have goals, how to
set goals, SMART (meaning, Specific,
Measurable, Attainable, Readable and
Time-bound) goals. I also did some
story-telling of my experiences when I
accomplished major things after a goal-
setting session. I was speaking more
from a personal perspective rather than
work-related goals. I thought that this
was a form of service to my team –
helping them start the New Year with a
goal-setting exercise.

___________

“We can do no great things, only
small things with great love.”

                         – Mother Teresa
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Zarah Gagatiga, Mt. Olivet BCGG

AFTERTHOUGHTS

If I am not mistaken, it was poet
Gemino Abad who wrote a poem entitled
Forever Advent.  It is a poem I read many
years ago; in fact, I have forgotten what
the poem is all about. The title stuck,
however, that I’m led to use it for this
issue’s column.

How can one wait forever? Why
waste time waiting? What is the worth
of all the waiting? Why endure? What is
there to wait for? Or better yet, who?
These were the questions that racked my
mind long after reading the poem. There
was something painfully romantic about
the endless waiting. Unresolved and
unanswered, it remained somewhere at
the recesses of my mind.

As a Catholic, I learned it down pat
that Advent is a time of hope and great
expectations. What with the Nativity story
being retold over and over again. There
is reason for rejoicing because God’s
only son has been born to a world
desperately in need of love, light and life.
Beautiful, isn’t it? It is at Advent where I
find myself in glee. A baby was born in a
manger! Indeed, it is a more joyous image

compared to a thirty-three year old man
dying on the cross alongside two thieves.

Yet, thinking about it, there is already
pain in this celebration of life. Mary and
Joseph knew that their son is not theirs.
God has made the ultimate sacrifice. The
Incarnation is no picnic. Every year at
Christmas, we are reminded of this – God
being man.

Fast forward to several decades, and
I found myself discovering the answers
to the same questions that disturbed me
years ago. This happened while
attending an Advent recollection online
via http://pinsoflight.org.

I realized what all the waiting was
for. Besides, it is not man who waits,
but God. He has been waiting patiently,
endlessly, lovingly for us to be Christ-
like; to surrender all our idols to Him; to
quietly allow Him rebuild the ruins in our
lives. Only God can do these things
because He loves without conditions. For
God, we’re worth waiting for despite our
scars, our wounds and brokenness.

Oh, it is so easy to know these things.
To actually reciprocate God’s love will take
an eternity for man to do. Just a week
before Christmas, God once again made
real His love for me. Once again, I have
successfully failed. Why is it too difficult
for me to return these graces and blessings
to people I claim to love?

I cling to hope. It’s the least I could
do, for now, to my God who eternally
waits for my advent.

Forever
Advent

per day while the average man speaks
only 12,500 per day. There are certainly
exceptions, but assuming this is generally
true, it is possible that the average man
uses most of his words in the workplace
and arrives home with only one word
left in his vocabulary. When the wife
asks “How did things go today?” his
response is “fine.” Such brevity will
never build a healthy marriage.

I’m not suggesting we count our
words, but I’m saying that some
husbands will have to push themselves
to go beyond what is “natural” for them
in order to engage their wives in
conversation. Life is shared primarily by
means of communication. Without

communication we become house mates
rather than marriage partners. The
husband must make time to keep
connected with his wife. This may mean
less TV or less time on the computer.
Establishing a daily sharing time in which
the two of you “connect” is the first step
in being a leader.

Priorities

All of us live by priorities. In our
minds, we rank some things more
important than others. These priorities
are revealed most often by our actions.
Answer the questions, “How do I spend
my time? How do I invest my money?
How do I use my energy?” and you will
have the answer to the question “What
are my priorities?”

For most men, vocation ranks near
the top of their list. In our society, men
draw much of their sense of significance
from their vocation. This is not
necessarily in conflict with a man’s
relationship with his wife unless the
vocation comes to possess him. If your
wife says, “He’s married to his job. I
only get the leftovers.” It’s time to sit
down and talk. If that is the way she
feels, then the loving husband will make
some changes in his work patterns.
Marriage is more important than
vocation. Tragically, some men learn this
too late. I’ve never met a man who
regretted putting his wife at the top of
his priority list.

The Husband ... continued from page 12
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January Birthday Celebrants
1 Monchet Albert Isaiah 66-Ignatians

Red Torres ME Class 96
Dea Tenaja ME Class 96

2 Kit Dela Peña Exodus
Vi Mirador ME Class 92

3 Jing Fajardo Isaiah 66-Ignatians
4 Kleng Cobico Thessalonians
5 Glo Bisquera Beatitudes
6 Melly Silva ME Class 92
7 Mark Laurel CIA/Wisdom
8 Kamani Canagasuriam ME Class 86
9 Mila Sison Corinthians

Djarn Pestaño Sirach
Ed Imperial Isaiah 66-Ignatians
Dory Gestoso Mount Olivet
Jhen Castro ME Class 92

10 Gary Jamora ME Class 92
11 Terry Galura ME Class 91
12 Pam Narciso Psalm 46-Samaritans
13 Dang Atienza ME Class 89

Lucille Lining ME Class 91
Gie Galang ME Class 96

14 Cesar Sangalang Psalm 46-Samaritans
15 Chona Chua Jeremiah

Alvin Monterola ME Class 91
Seiko Yaneza ME Class 91

16 Poly Barola ME Class 96
18 Ruby Pizarro Corinthians
19 Suzette Coronel Corinthians
20 Boy Sangco John
21 Jean Ambe Sirach

Arnold Rodriguez Jeremiah
23 Sol Macalalad Mount Olivet
24 Tony Vistan Psalm 46-Samaritans

JB Dimayuga John
25 Orlan Ladao ME Class 92

Arthur Vargas ME Class 95
26 Jimmy Sanchez ME Class 91
27 Bert Castro ME Class 95

Ashley Arcilla ME Class 96
30 Arnel Braga ME Class 91
31 Janus Genoring ME Class 96

Mon Umali Magnificat

January Wedding Anniversaries
1 Charley & Jay Ng Sy Agnus Dei

Jimmy & Zeny Sanchez MEClass 91

2 Ric & Vi Mirador ME Class 92
Dave & Dea Tenaja ME Class 96

3 Edison & Josephine Guzman Beatitudes
Nilo & Lou Sta. Maria Magnificat

6 Mon & Dada Santiago ME Class 86
Boyet & Rose Ambata ME Class 92

7 Jonathan & Carolina Lim Psalm 46-Samaritans
8 Arnel & Pearly Braga ME Class 91
9 Jun & Mila Sison Corinthians
10 Eli & Edith Prieto Genesis of David
11 Boy & Baby De Jesus ME Class 96
12 Ricky & Shari Consulta Mustard Seed
13 Emilio & Abigail Tumbocon John
14 Orlan & Cora Ladao ME Class 92
15 Danilo & Lilian Collado Mustard Seed

Raymund & Vivian Martin ME Class 95
16 Herald & Melissa Cruz ME Class 91
18 Rey & Bing Cardova ME Class 91

Ian & Ochie Antalan ME Class 95
19 Joel & Jang Estrada Emmanuel

Nestor & Anna Pili Emmanuel
20 Ronnie & Jean Ambe Sirach
22 Monchito & Tina Mossesgeld Cana

Teng & Gaya Antonio Mount Olivet
24 Terry & Virgie Abella Mustard Seed
26 Boy & Beh Cordero Cana
26 Ian & Neth Alon ME Class 92

Mark & Noreene Cayco ME Class 96
27 Miles & Evelyn San Pedro Cana

Rhen & Ann Hanapin ME Class 92
Marvin & Ethel Santos ME Class 96

28 Boy & Kit Dela Peña Exodus
Mars & Cecil Cuevas ME Class 91
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Calendar of Activities: January – March 2010

January   Activity / Event Venue Sponsor(s) / Contact(s)
08 Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center South Sector

Commissioning of New Council and Multi-Purpose Hall, 3rd Floor
Recommitment of All

09 Planning Session CEFAM – Seminar Room 2 Magis Deo 426-7191
3rd Floor

20 Council Meeting TBA Magis Deo 426-4206

February
02 Sector & Ministry Heads Meeting 1 TBA Magis Deo 426-7191
05 or 06 Community Celebration TBA Central Sector
12-14 MEW (ME Class 100)  P3,200/couple TBA Ike/Josie Llamas 821-0639

(Fr. Allan Abuan)
17 Council Meeting TBA Magis Deo 426-7191

March
02 Shepherds & Ministry Heads Meeting 1 Sanctuario de San Antonio Parish Office Magis Deo 426-7191
05 or 06 Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center NORTH SECTOR

Multi Purpose Hall – 3rd Floor
17 Council Meeting TBA Magis Deo 426-7191
30 Sector & Ministry Heads Meeting 2 TBA Magis Deo 426-7191


