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Formation for Mission

Politics is Part and Parcel of
a Eucharistic Celebration

Bishop Teodoro C. Bacani, Jr., D.D.
celebrated the Holy Eucharist in our
community celebration on April 16, 2010
at Lay Force, San Carlos Seminary. He
also gave a talk in relation to the coming
May 2010 election.

Bishop Bacani mentioned that he
was glad that his talk was incorporated
in the mass by making it a component
of his homily since politics is part and
parcel of a Eucharistic Celebration. It is
his ministerial function to make us
remember, through the Holy Eucharist,
Jesus Christ as a servant leader. He
reminded us of God’s constant presence,
even in the world of politics. “…And
behold, I am with you always, until the
end of the age” (Mt.28:20). He indicated
that, as a priest, it is part of his duty to
provide guidance in the discussion of the

moral aspects of political issues. At our
current situation, this becomes more
important because many, including
priests, have forgotten that they have
the Christian duty to vote. In the letter
of St. Paul to the Romans, he said that
all authority comes from God. However,
in the practice of our democracy, Bishop
Bacani reminded us that not all authority
come from God.

Bishop Bacani emphasized that
sovereignty resides in the people. It is
the people who choose whom to give
the authority to govern as public officials.
Therefore, it is of paramount importance
that any public official should be
someone whom we can trust, and
should be a person worthy of our trust.
He urged us to be discerning in our
choice of whom we vote for. He

exhorted us to constantly seek God’s
voice in our discernment. He made it
clear that in discernment, God speaks in
our deepest feelings and conscience. We
also have to listen to God’s guidance
when He articulates His intentions
through other people. We must also be
aware of God’s will expressed through
current circumstances. Bishop Bacani

Continued on page 2
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also emphasized “na ang bayan na hindi marunong
kumilatis ay parang isang taong bumibili ng diamante
na nagbayad sa halaga ng isang tunay na diamante
ngunit binigyan at tumanggap ng pekeng diamante gawa
sa puwit ng baso.”

However, discernment is not an easy process. Everybody
can discern. But not everybody can recognize God’s response
through the person’s discernment. The first condition in
discernment is in being aligned with God. A person discerning
should be in a state of grace. Bishop Bacani made it clear
“na kung babaero ka, hindi ka pwede mag discern dahil
baluktot ka na.” A person discerning should be predisposed
for God.

Discernment can also be performed by Magis Deo as
community. Communal discernment can result in a consensus,

i.e., having to endorse a particular candidate. It can also result
in a declaration of a majority “leaning” or preference. But the
inclination(s) of the minority must also be declared and made
known to the membership of our community. A communal
discernment has to be truthful in its assessment and transparent
to its membership. It is part of our Christian duty to seek the
will of God, to seek God’s choice and to see in others God’s
choice.

Bishop Bacani mentioned that the Philippines is the most
religious country in our region. This can be clearly seen and
observed in the length and fervor whenever celebrations are
conducted in our country. Yet, it is one of the most corrupt
countries in the world. However, this should not stop us from
fervently exercising our Christian duty to choose leaders as
public servants.

Eli & Edith Prieto, Council / Genesis of David BCGG

Politics... continued from page 1

April 16, 2010 Commu-
nity Celebration with
Bishop Teodoro C.
Bacani, DD.
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Shepherding
Sunday Homily - 25 April 2010

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

Today’s Gospel passage is part
of a whole chapter on
Christ’s mission of

shepherding. Unlike a hired man who
runs away to save himself when he sees
a wolf coming, the Good Shepherd so
loves his sheep to the point of laying
down his life for them. This is precisely
what Christ did for you and me, for all
mankind. And this is what he is
missioning us to do, if we really commit
ourselves to be his disciples.

No less than the leading disciple,
Peter, denied knowing Christ three times
to save himself. But after Christ rose
from the dead, he continued to be the
ever-loving, ever-forgiving Good
Shepherd. Not only did he welcome back
the repentant Peter. He asked Peter to

do as he did. “Feed my lambs… Tend
my sheep… Feed my sheep.” Peter
lovingly responded in kind, and ultimately
laid down his own life for God’s people.

There are many ways of
shepherding, many ways of feeding and
tending God’s people. You and I are
called to be shepherds, according to our
own personal capacities and God-given
talents. For instance, last week, seven
Jesuit deacons were ordained as Priests.
Each one has now received his mission
of shepherding. One will be chaplain at
the Philippine General Hospital (PGH)
to care for the sick and the dying. We
all know that there are so many patients
there among the very poor from our
society. It is a tremendous responsibility
as well as a privilege to minister to
them. Another will be chaplain to the
prisoners at the Bilibid Prison in
Muntinglupa. What a challenge as well
as a singular opportunity this is, to

minister to thousands of detained
convicts, who need God most at this time
of their lives. A third newly-ordained
Priest is assigned to our mission work in
Culion. Many of God’s people there are
former lepers, who still carry their facial
and bodily disfigurements. The Loyola
College of Culion is now the focus of
educational ministry and shepherding.

Our fourth and fifth newly-ordained
Priests will be going to Cabanglasan and
Zamboangita in Bukidnon. What an
inspiring mission indeed, especially in
reaching out to our indigenous tribes in
that part of our country. Our sixth Priest
will stay in Metro Manila to run the
Emmaus Center for Psycho-spiritual
Formation. This is very much needed
today, especially among our Clergy and
Sisters in the ministry. Our last but not
the least of the seven newly-ordained
Priests is assigned to our mission work
in East Timor. A very difficult but
challenging assignment indeed. I
consider this as no less than a heroic
ministry of shepherding God’s people.
My continued support, and prayers for
all the seven of you!

From another point of reference, we
just finished conducting a two-week
seminar-workshop in premarital and
marital counseling, and most of our
participants came from different parts
of the country. Two others came from
Singapore. What strikes me is that most
of them are already involved in the
Lord’s shepherding mission, and they
came to further enhance their psycho-
spiritual skills. Five were from the
Department of Social Welfare and
Development (DSWD): one from the
central office in Quezon City, two from
Leyte, one from Cebu, and the fifth from
Palawan. There was an addiction
program administrator from the New
Day Recovery Center who came all the
way from Davao City. The Familia
Community Foundation also sent a
representative. Two Priests and two
Missionary Sisters also attended the
seminar, as well as seven seminarians
from Pampanga. All of them, both lay

and religious, are called by God to the
humble but privileged mission of
shepherding our people.

Related to all this are our coming
national and local elections. The officials
we will elect are precisely called by God
to the delicate and crucial mission of
shepherding His people for the coming
years. As God’s citizens of our beloved
country, we must vote for candidates
who are imbued with love for God and
country. We must likewise work for
clean and honest elections, even at the
risk of our own lives.

Archbishop Socrates Villegas of
Lingayen-Dagupan just issued a pastoral
letter on the coming elections. A major
part is addressed to the officials of the
Commission on Elections (Comelec):

“To the election officials I say:
Choose heroism not compromise. Yours
is the heroic mission to make the
elections credible and meaningful. In the
historic first automated elections in the
Philippines, you can go down in history
as heroes or traitors. Defend the
people’s civil rights from all attempts to
rig the elections. Great trust has been
reposed on you. Do not betray us for
thirty pieces of silver.”

Let us unite in supporting the
archbishop’s appeal. The Good
Shepherd is with us always, Amen.
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EDITORIAL

This editorial is being written
ten days before elections,
will be read at the earliest
on Wednesday the 5th

when the online version becomes
available; hard copies will be distributed
(and hopefully, be read) at the
Community Celebration – just forty-eight
hours before election day. It’s here, the
most widely covered, surveyed, hitting
below the belt election ever, the day the
machines are supposed to save us, and
yet we cannot help but sense anxiety and
even a touch of pessimism in the air –
the reality of computers is that they are
only as good as what we put into them,
the reality of surveys is that the numbers
are only as good as what we intend to
do with it. The reality is that the party-
list system, originally intended in the Cory
constitution as a powerful tool that would
transform the voting public to consider
issues above personalities and clan
loyalties, has been allowed by an inane
Comelec to proliferate into hundreds of
weak, inconsequential groupings who see
it as a means to vest their interests and/
or grab a share of the pork barrel, rather
than to represent groups whose
particular, special needs have never
before been heard or addressed. And the
poor are getting poorer and the rich
richer.

So after Election Day, what next,
Magis Deo? We have a special ministry,
a set of programs all focused towards a
beautiful goal – to organize a community
of families one in mind, heart and soul
and dedicated to make God’s kingdom
come on this earth.

And we have done well. We are the
envy of other communities who are
amazed at what we have done. We have
brought our programs to poor families.
The Suyuan is a powerful tool, and the
testimony of the beneficiaries bears
witness to its importance and relevance.
Through the Suyuan and other Outreach
programs, we have become immersed
in the lives of the poor and in return have
been gifted with a gut level
understanding of the sin called poverty.
Yes, sin, because poverty is the single
biggest factor that dehumanizes a
person, a family, a community, a nation,
takes away what makes him human –
his freedom to choose, and to be
responsible for his own destiny. Jesus
knew that, and that is why He chose
the poor, the outcasts, the sick and the
sinners as the recipients of His ministry.

We have even begun to enter the
world of politics, though it has sometimes
caused a furor among members who feel
that as a spiritual group we should not
be political. Nonetheless, from the very
beginning, Magis Deo was conceived
and midwifed specifically as a spirituality
that lives in the world, to make Christ-
like all of God’s creation, including
politics, governance and delinquent tax
payers.

I remember immediately after Cory
was sworn in, Fr. Ruben invited us
“veterans” of EDSA, mostly the
different sectors of the MEFP, together
with other middle class “veterans” to
form a coalition of different organizations
under an umbrella organization that he
conceived as “Families for Justice and

Peace.” The idea was to unite all the
couples touched by the Marriage
Encounter and become a political force
and thus give a voice, and hands, and
heart and feet for the poor and the
oppressed. The sectors were not ready
then, and “Families for Justice and
Peace” did not materialize. But the
CPPJ Foundation was formally
organized and continued the important
work of calling our attention to the
important issues of injustice that face our
country, primarily through the CPPJ
seminar. Magis Deo was organized, and
we began to develop our identity – the
ME, our Ignatian character, the
preferential option for the poor. As early
as 1986, the Tipanan, precursor of the
Suyuan, was being given to grassroot
communities through parishes.

And down the years it would go, an
issue would surface – coups, attempts
to start a con-con, corrupt presidents,
and mostly through the initiative of Fr.
Ruben, we would respond. TV would
catch one lone white-haired Magis
member poll watching with PPCRV; a
few actively campaigned, joined party-
list groups or voted for a party-list or a
political party “kasi sabi ni Father…” We
came out in full force in 2000, for EDSA
Dos, but I remember marching as a group
very vaguely.

This election though seems to catch
Magis Deo at her most politically aware
self. The Pastoral Council has
consistently invited speakers to remind
us of the importance of participating in
this election process, and judging from

What More, Lord?

Continued on page 11
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COUNCIL CORNER

Anchit & Sally Chua Chiaco
Council / John BCGG

Four times every year, Magis
Deo gathers its resources to hold a
Marriage Encounter Weekend to enable
couples to rekindle their love for one
another and to enrich their married lives
with God at the center. It’s our
community’s main act of service. Sadly,
four times every year, we are faced with
a problem – who will be the couple
shepherd for the new ME class?

Rarely do we see a couple volunteer
to be shepherds. And couples who are
invited to shepherd are reluctant to
accept for a host of reasons. “We don’t
have the time.” “We’re not ready.” “We
haven’t had training to be shepherds.”
Couples who are or have been shepherds
recall how they felt when invited – “We
were afraid of the responsibility. We felt
inadequate, unprepared for such a big
task.”

But we are all shepherds of our
families, and our task is no less
demanding, just as overwhelming,
perhaps even more daunting. Ironically,
there is no school for parenting. There
may be seminars but none
comprehensive enough to cover all
situations that parents might encounter
in all the years they will be parents. Yet
parents abound, and it seems so natural
to have parents and to be parents. As
parents, we are overwhelmed by the
task and we worry endlessly if we can
be or are good enough parents. But we
accept the task and take charge… we
give it all we can… we tell ourselves
we can do it… we go to seminars and
read up… most of all, we pray, we
acknowledge our unreadiness before the
Lord, we ask that He walk with us
through life.

Amazingly, parents have one of the
most beautiful jobs in the world. The job
description can be lengthy, but we like
to think of it as participating in and
helping execute God’s plan to make a
person. A person who chooses right. A

person who is compassionate and loving.
A person who follows the Lord. A
person who is a productive member of
society, etc…

Shepherds in Magis Deo are like
parents. They may not be absolutely
ready, but if their hearts are open to
serve, all else will follow. They will strive
to listen to and follow Jesus, the Good
Shepherd, and guide their lambs to do
the same. They will be humble enough
to see what their and their lambs’ needs
and weaknesses are, and they will lead
the way to the wells to nourish mind and
spirit. If they are passionate about
helping their lambs grow, they will be
passionate to show them the possibilities
of a relationship with God so close and
so real the love just has to overflow to
serve family and neighbor. Just as
parents are first to teach their children
and expose them to various experiences
to broaden their world, shepherds will
have tremendous influence on their
lambs to attend their post-weekend
reunions and other meetings, community
celebrations, formation programs,
outreach activities, fellowships, and to
practice the community’s values. In

doing so, they will help their lambs
maximize their opportunities as members
of the community to grow spiritually.

Our couple shepherds today
acknowledge the difficulties and
frustrations they have had to bear with
shepherding. They struggle to fight being
discouraged when their members do not
respond as expected. But they also attest
to finding fulfillment in seeing their
members grow in love for each other,
their neighbors, for God. How much
more beautiful can their task be? At the
end of the day, Magis Deo is God’s work,
and He will always be with us. For
shepherds, it can only be a privilege to
help do God’s work.

There is no perfect shepherd. Only
shepherds who desire to help further
God’s work, and who try to give Him
their best.

So next time you get invited to
shepherd, say “YES!”
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Two hundred seventy five persons
from Olandes, Marikina plus 36 Magis
members from the North Sector attended
the voters education seminar conducted
by Eli and Edith Prieto, Head of
Advocacy Committee, on 18 April 2010
at the Immaculate Conception Chapel in
Olandes.

Olandes is a settlement site for
informal settlers in the barangay of
Industrial Valley in Marikina City, located
near the Marikina Riverbank. It covers
38.8 hectares of land and has a total
population of 15,295. There are about 978
households in Olandes, with average
family size of 4.7. Olandes is the poorest
segment of the barangay and of the
Nativity of Our Lady Parish.

Twelve Suyuans were conducted in
Olandes or over 150 couples since then.
At present, about 80 couples are actively
involved in the Suyuan enrichment
program, which consists of household

prayer meetings, bi-weekly Suyuan prayer
meetings, and service in the parish.

Around 30% of the voters education
seminar participants from Olandes have
taken the Suyuan while the rest of the
participants are families and friends of
Suyuan graduates, their neighbors, and
parish church workers.

Tita Cathy Rafael oversaw the food
requirements for the voters education
seminar despite her sickness. She took
care of ordering the ensaymada as
morning snacks and was constantly
checking on the lunch preparation.
Louren Dacanay initiated the lunch menu
planning. 15 Suyuan graduates did not
sleep the night before to cook the
menudo and still be present for the
seminar the next morning. It was
bayanihan spirit that prompted them to
cook the lunch instead of ordering so as
to stretch the budget for more
participants.

Full support from the North Sector
BCGGs was present: Archangel Gabriel,
Beatitudes, Exodus, Magnificat, and
Mustard Seed, with the dedicated
coordination from North Sector Head
Mon and Alice Go. Jet Quimel organized
the registration with pre-prepared IDs,
complete with food stubs. Outreach
Ministry Head Djarn Pestaño was present
to lend a helping hand. North Magis
members served as facilitators during
small group discussions as well as
auxiliaries in registration and food
distribution.

The participants were asked to share
in small groups what are the things that
they see around them that worry them
and cause them anxiety and what are
their feelings about what they see.
Among the things they shared were the
rising costs of food and basic needs and
the high cost of education while their
salaries/livelihood income remain the
same; the mudslinging and politicking of
candidates for the election, the inability
of the country’s leaders to help the poor,
lack of trust in our leaders who just seem
to use their positions to enrich
themselves while in power. All these give
them feelings of insecurity with regards
to their future and the future of their
children and grandchildren. There were
also those who expressed feelings of fear
and anxiety as to what will happen to
our country if our leaders continue to fight
each other. One could sense a feeling of
quiet desperation and hopelessness over
the situation our country is in.

To understand different leadership
styles, participants were asked to build
towers out of popsicle sticks and
masking tape. The tallest and most
stable tower would win. Through this fun
activity, all learned that it is important to
respect each other’s opinions and that
each person has an important role to play
in the group. In like manner, each of us
has our own roles to play in society. Eli
Prieto explained that politicians while
campaigning will promise anything that
the people ask for but such promises are
empty promises. One should not make
those empty promises the basis for
choosing a candidate rather one should
study each candidate carefully and see
who they feel would best do the job. Then
once a leader has been chosen, we all

300++ Attend Voters Education
in Olandes, Marikina
Susan Concepcion, Archangel Gabriel BCGG
Malu Panlilio, Mustard Seed BCGG

Continued on page 7



77777Issue No. 52 MagisMagisMagisMagisMagis

should do our own part/roles to help our
country.

The automated election process was
also discussed and slides were shown
of each step in the process. Sample
ballots were handed out. The PPCRV
group of Olandes was there to help Eli
explain the process and answer the
concerns of the group. The PPCRV

300++ Attend ... continued from page 6

Facilitators
register and
group the
participants for
the interactive
activities of the
seminar.

Magis Deo vol-
unteers take a
breather after
the seminar.
This seminar at
Olandes drew
the largest num-
ber of partici-
pants.

The various groups
begin the construc-

tion of their towers
under different

leadership scenarios.

The finished towers.  How high the towers were,
how well they were constructed, and how they
withstood the elements, provided the participants
insights on how leadership styles and teamwork
affect the outcome.

Wayne Dyer reminds me about worry: “It does not make
sense to worry about the things we have control over. If we
have control over certain things, then, it does not make sense
to worry about them. That leaves only the other 50% – the
things we do not have control over. If we do not have control
over them anyway, it does not make sense to worry about
them. That’s 100% of life.”

_________

Lord, I crawled across the barrenness to you with
my empty cup, uncertain in asking for any small drop of
refreshment. If only I had known you better, I’d have come
running with a bucket.

                                                – Nancy Spielberg

_________

volunteers also were able to help the
participants find their precincts
through their records.

At the end of the session, the
North Sector volunteers all felt a
sense of accomplishment that they
had been able to help in a little way
prepare these voters from Olandes
for the forthcoming elections.

Of trusting ... continued from page 14
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A smashing hit, our first Magis Deo
Cup was nothing but. The short but
challenging Philippine Navy Golf Club
once again played host last April 29,
2010 to our community event.

We at Community Service Ministry
(CSM) were prepared for a regular
tournament but what happened was
beyond expectation. All records were
broken! From the number of attendees,
to the number of awardees, to the
quantity and quality of prizes and to the
funds generated through sponsorship.
Oh, did I mention the food and drinks?
Fantastic! We thought we were at
Shangri La having a buffet dinner.

The previous night’s drizzle, a
welcome respite from the scorching
summer heat, set the tone for ideal
golfing weather. And so, after Tony del
Rosario and Jun Sison drove the four
ceremonial tee balls, the golfers let loose
their graceful swings as evidenced by the
scores they submitted. The contest was
so closely fought that the winners on
four divisions were decided via
countback. The players were shooting
pars and birdies in abundance. The
excitement of the game evidently got into
everyone’s system.

Our first winner for the Perpetual Cup
was Gen. Flutz Aquino from Merville Golf
Club. The player who will win three (3)
consecutive championships (Lowest Net
Category) will permanently own the
trophy together with the grand prize that
goes along with it. Good Luck!

As if the round of golf wasn’t
enjoyable enough, the awarding
ceremonies was as hilarious as it can
be. With Claro Santos tending the sound
system (courtesy of Mon Go), Ms. Ethel
Araullo of ME 90 serenaded us with a
heart-warming song. Emcee Wilson Go
(remember our Santa Claus at Family
Day?) entertained the group with his
Elvis antics and stand up comedy that
had the crowd roaring in laughter. Anne
Alfonso gamely played along in one of
Wilson’s delightful numbers. Isn’t she a
trooper?

Our gratitude to Magis players and
guests from SGV, Merville Golf Club,
DOTC, Clark Development Corp. led by
Philip Panlilio, and two Korean friends.
All players went home happy with a
prize. Our guest from Clark Development
Corp. was so happy, he decided to
donate as a raffle prize a one-night stay
at their villa with a round of golf at

Mimosa right there and then (a total
vacation package worth P15,000). And
the lucky winner was our own Eli Prieto!
Super lucky but very deserving guy.

To the nameless and faceless people
who made the game enjoyable (caddies,
waiters, scorers, helpers), many thanks.
To the sponsors who time and again have
been supportive on our affairs, muchas
gracias. To our co-presenters Jun Sison
and Tony del Rosario, thank you so much
for your tireless generosity and may God
continue to bless you and your loved
ones. And to the CSM members, for and
in behalf of Magis Deo Community, thank
you very much.

To my CSM family, rest not on our
laurels, not just yet, for more duties are
still to come. And for every call we shall
say YES to the Lord.

1st Magis Deo Cup
Leo Soliman, Corinthians BCGG

Continued on page 12
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Who says it’s all prayer and work?
Magis also has time for fun and
when we have fun, it’s fun to the

max. This was evident when 83 members from
the North Sector gathered together last 24 April
2010 at the clubhouse of Don Enrique Heights
Subdivision in Commonwealth, Quezon City. All
North Sector BCGGs came: Agnus Dei,
Archangel Gabriel, Beatitudes, Exodus,
Magnificat, and Mustard Seed. ME Classes 89
& 94 (shepherded by Charley & Jay Ng Sy),
ME Class 96 (under Ted & Susan Concepcion),
and ME 99 (under Jojo & Jane Aldeguer and
Rufo & Louren Dacanay) joined the fun. Special
guests from the South Sector were Djarn Pestaño
(North Sector green card-holder) and visiting
couple from the Middle East, Norman & Lelet
Abastillas with their children.

Ably coordinated by Mon & Alice Go,
registration was color-coded for random
groupings to form the orange, yellow and fuschia
teams. With innovative and fun-filled activities
from Jet Quimel and Louren Dacanay, the North
Sector fellowship kicked off with an icebreaker
of throwing as much newspaper balls between
two camps. A very creative getting-to-know-you
activity in small groups was conducted. Members
were instructed to group themselves with those
they do not know well or have not met yet. The
likes and dislikes of each one were shared in
small groups and depicted in a drawing/sketch
of a living species that characterized the
members of the small groups in a nutshell. It
was endearing to many who do not know each
other intimately.

Rib-tickling “name-that-tune” and “name-
that-singer” contests among the orange, yellow,
and fuschia teams, complete with real buzzers
and lighting props, jelled the 3 groups to aim to
be the best they could be in music!

The trivia game engaged everyone, with
Ricky Valencia, ME 94, and Yella Castillo, ME
96, leading the correct answers to many science-
related trivia questions. It was fun following them
and getting the yummy prize on the side (he, he,
he)! We had prizes galore that were raffled to
the members.

North Sector Had Fun!!!
Mon & Alice Go, Beatitudes BCGG

Jet Quimel, Exodus BCGG
Philip & Malu Panlilio, Mustard Seed BCGG

Denis and
Jay are our
emcees
for the day.

Fr. Martin Mroz, an
Argentinian, delivered his
homily in fluent Tagalog.

“It’s not
unusual” sung
by Tom Jones!
Tumpak!!

Continued on page 11
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Of course, our family day would not
be complete without everyone sharing a
meal. Our simple yet sumptuous dinner
consisted of menudo (prepared by
Louren Dacanay), chicken inasal
(prepared by Jet Quimel) and pasta
(donated by John & Glo Boren). To cap
the wonderful event, Fr. Martin Mroz of
Payatas celebrated the Holy Eucharist
and provided the opportunity for everyone
to reflect on the voice of the Good
Shepherd every time He calls. Excess
funds from the food contributions and
love offerings were given to Fr. Martin
to help the PPCRV work in his parish.
What a good way to end the fun with a
good cause!

I can name that tune in
one note!!

The battle royale
begins...

Group leaders explain how
and why their drawings
characterize the groups
they represent.

North Sector... continued from page 10

exchanges on the e-group, there is a lot of
interest and participation – especially targeting
our mission areas for voter education. So, thank
you Lord, for the Suyuan, for the earthquake
and Pinatubo. And thank you too for Fr.
Ruben’s wisdom! It was he who said don’t
worry – the poor will change them (referring
to us and the dole-out activities we began with).

And change we have. One can sense a different quality in the interest
and very noticeable is a quantity of activity that revolves around the families
we serve. There is also a kind of restlessness – parang we are not doing
enough. Parang we want to ask ourselves, are we being effective?

Perhaps the time has come for something like Families for Justice and
Peace to re-emerge as a formal, focused and effective organization. Maybe
it’s time to look beyond the never-ending needs of the people we serve, and
dare to dream big, to reach for the stars, and ask, what more, Lord, what
more do You want us to do for You?

What More... continued from page 4

Joy S. Uy-tioco, Micah BCGG
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Tournament Results

Low Gross Champion Mike Magpayo 76 Magis Deo

Low Net Champion Gen. Flutz Aquino 69 C/B Merville Golf Club

Class A Champion Vincent Villalon 69 Magis Deo

Class A Runner Up Philip Panlilio 70 C/B Magis Deo

Class B Champion Jun Sison 70 Magis Deo

Class B Runner Up Johnny Salvana 71 C/B DOTC

Class C Champion Detsy Laurel 72 Guest

Class C Runner Up Mon Go 73 C/B Magis Deo

Perpetual Cup Champion Gen. Flutz Aquino

1st Magis Deo Cup
Continued from page 8

Major Sponsors

Avila, Ladislao Z. Jr.
Boren, John
Chan, Winston A.
CIS Bayad Center Inc.
DATEM Inc.
del Rosario, Tony & Aida
Dizon, Ramon D.
eMeralco Ventures
JFDR Foundation Inc.
Lots’A Pizza
Narciso, Tony & Bambi
PLDT
Sison, Jun & Mila
Standard Manufacturing Co. (Outlast)
Sunrise Manufacturing Corp.
The Learning Child
Victorias Milling Co. Inc.

Sponsors

Abella, Vincent O.
ADDAX Knitting
Alcantara, Emmanuel
ASRG Trading
Baes, Teresita M.
Beng Hui, Belinda T.
Bergado, Ana Lea / Lopez, Catherine C.
Bituin, Warren R.
Cerrado, Aldrin M.
Cruz, J. Carlitos G.
GL Lighting Access Phils. Inc.
Mass V Group Inc.
RNM Dynamics
SINS Chocolates (G Family Ventures Inc.)
Tangent Solutions Inc.
Waste Kinetics
de los Santos, Fabian Jr.
Fajardo, Rossana A
Guantes, Martin C.

Malantic, Aris M.
Matignas, Leo
Miguel, Marydith C.
Nai Peng Ong, Jose
Noel, Cirilo P.
Nunez, Janeth T.
Obcena, Virginia T.
Pore, Ma. Veronica
Rubio, Ruben R.
Ruiz, Ma. Vivian Cruz
Salas, Vicky L.
Sanvictores, Gerard B.
Saringan, Aileen L.
Tan, Wilson P.
Tierro, Camilo C.
Vega, Roderick M.
Villa, John T.
Zabat, Jose Pepito III
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COUNCIL CORNERSCENES AND SIGNS OF FAITH

Clyde D. Abapo, Jeremiah BCGG

In a prayer workshop I attended some
years ago, I was asked about my
perception of God. The same workshop
taught also of a kind of prayer wherein
we identify and role-play a certain
character and a biblical story or scene.
This way we can learn something about
God.

*
In one of his talks in EWTN Father

Korapi shared some experiences about a
great god whose name is Mercy.

*
The last LSS at God Loves Prayer

Community was one of the most
memorable I had. The first speaker talked
about the unconditional love of God and
finally asked the question: Is it
experiential? The question lingered in my
mind. Then I rephrased the question to be:
1. Can I feel God’s presence? 2. How do
I know that God loves me?

Each one of us is unique and distinct
from each other as created by God. And
therefore God deals with us differently.
To answer the questions above, let me
share my faith and experiences of the God
I know.

God is my Creator. I am a naturalist.
My appreciation of nature’s beauty and
bounty points to a Supreme Being who
created these things. God does not only
create, but He creates intelligently – with
inherent beauty and technical attributes.
Where do you think scientists and
engineers get their scientific theories and
come up with inventions? For example, the
heat energy of the sun which comes to us
as sunlight is a result of the continuous
conversion of hydrogen atoms into helium
(known as Fusion Theory, the principle
behind the Hydrogen bomb). Waterfalls
exist not only for their scenic value but
their potential to generate electric power.

God is the voice within. I believe
that the Holy Spirit is the voice within that
tells me to stay away from temptation. He

The
God

I
Know

sets a dividing line between appreciation
of beauty and lust. He reminds me to be
fair and honest in my business dealings
and be patient with reckless and
offensive drivers.

God sees my need. At the time of
conception, God knows us inside and out.
Banking on this belief, God is forever
watching for my need. Every time we
participate in a bazaar or fair my hope
is always for good weather. For many
years now the weather has been
cooperative even if I don’t articulate my
prayer.

God’s help comes in the last hour
and in unexpected sources. This is
one peculiar characteristic of God that
is manifested in my experiences a lot of
times. I can go into details but the reality
is that when everything seems beyond
reach, He comes out with an answer.

God is a loving Father. One early
evening some months ago, I was
awakened by my wife informing me that
my son had a flat tire at EDSA overpass
northbound in Magallanes. Although
dead-tired from a whole day bazaar, I
prepared the van and immediately
proceeded to the area. Along the way, I
asked for the exact location and gave
instructions to make sure that he was
not obstructing the flow of traffic.
Approaching at a distance o f about 10
meters, I saw him squatting on the road
having difficulty removing the flat tire.
Looking at him, I got teary-eyed and my
heart bled with pity. He seemed so
helpless and exposed to so much danger.
When he saw me approaching, he
looked up and grinned. It took us about
twenty minutes to fix the tire. Heading
home, the past scene would not leave
my consciousness. Reflecting on it, I can
say that all fathers would feel the same
way. If we have this feeling towards our
children, then how much more for our
Father in heaven? There is no doubt that
God loves us very much.
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Rey Mella, Council / Cana BCGG

SPIRITUAL TIDBITS AND HUMOR

Of trusting and doubting God

Continued on page 7

The story of the Doubting Thomas
has become a constant reminder for me
and my need to trust God more and more.
In the past, I would doubt whether God
will really respond to my requests and
whether he would listen to my prayers.
After my conversion and after having been
given many miracles in my life, doubt
doesn’t happen as much. I trust God
more.

_________

In my job, I communicate and talk
to people a lot on a very regular basis.
This is an important part of what I do. I
lead, communicate and motivate. I talk
to people who work directly or indirectly
for and with me in our company. I respond
to my people’s and colleagues’ emails. I
feel great when I get a response from
people in a timely fashion.

_________

My boss is a busy man and often-
times doesn’t respond to my emails on
time or as fast as I would want him to.
So, when he replies to my emails, I find
it a relief and comforting. It is the same
with my God although His response is
not necessarily in writing or as explicit
as my boss’ and my other earthly com-
munications. But, just the same, they
are very clear to me. I just know He com-
municates and responds to my requests,
to my questions, to my prayers and to
my heart’s desires. It’s just a question of
whether I am able to read and interpret
and feel them on time.

_________

Sometimes, He responds quickly as
in a request for a parking slot, to get me
out of a danger zone or when asking for
some clarity. Often, He responds in a day
or a week. Still on other requests, it takes
years before He lets me know how He
has worked through the situation in my
life. Truly, God does respond to me. Per-
haps, it is during those times when I am
very busy and I don’t pay attention and
take the time to see Him or listen to Him
when I don’t feel His responses.

_________

I attended a parenting seminar a
long time ago, and my wife and I were
taught that one of the techniques to good
parenting is the practice of the 3 A’s –
availability, accessibility and approach-
ability. I thought that this is exactly the
same technique I use in leading and
managing my people at work. Using the
3 A’s has made me a much better leader
and manager to my people and to the
teams I have worked with over my ca-
reer. My God also does the 3 A’s to me
and to His flock. He is always available,
always accessible and always approach-
able. And more – He always responds.
Always. In His time. We just have to
believe and trust.

_________

I was never able to provide a laptop
for my eldest daughter during her entire
4 years in college. As a doting father, it
was always my desire to give her and
my kids the best. But her college years
badly coincided with the same 4 years
that I struggled through as a trying-hard
entrepreneur. We were financially un-
stable. My kids knew exactly the state
of the family’s financials at that time. So,
she never asked for one nor complained
about not having one. She is such an
obedient and understanding person.

Thus, when my son graduated re-
cently from high school, I decided I would
give her the same laptop that I would give
my son as his graduation gift. Coinci-
dentally, she enrolled in an MBA program
which makes giving her a laptop very
timely. Of course, my wife had to buy
into the plan, approved it, and saved up
to buy two laptops.

During the days leading up to my
daughter’s getting accepted to a mas-
ters’ degree program, she finally mus-
tered the courage to ask me if she could
have a laptop since I told her that we
were considering giving her brother a
laptop as our graduation gift. I said yes,
of course, I would, I told her. I did not tell
her that it would be the exact same brand
her brother was getting and kept her in

suspense. I knew she was not really
happy not getting the same brand as her
brother’s but she did not say it.

I finally gave my son’s laptop the
night after his graduation. My son was
very pleased with the gift. So were his
two sisters. Within a few minutes after I
gave him the gift, I also gave an exact
model laptop to my first-born. Consider-
ing that she must have doubted whether
she would get the same type her brother
was getting, I thought she was even hap-
pier than her brother when she got hers.

It was a subtle reminder for my
daughter to never doubt my love for her
and my sense of fairness as a father.
And, as I reflected on that thought, I also
asked myself how many times I must
have doubted my God’s love and His
sense of fairness. Looking back, I never
really found any reason to doubt either
of the two.

_________

So this guy is talking to God and
asks, “God, what does 100 million years
seem like to you?”

God answers, “One hundred million
years? That’s like a second to me.”

Then the man asks, “God, what’s
100 million dollars seem like to you?”

“One hundred million dollars? It
seems like a penny to me.”

So the guy says, “God, could I bor-
row a penny?”

God answers, “Sure. Just a second.”
_________

I have always said and shared that I
trust God. Actually, by trusting God a lot
more, it reduces my worry. I am the type
of person who worries a lot and always
wants to take charge of things. But know-
ing that I can’t, I keep an ace under my
sleeve: Why worry when you can pray?
Someone actually said “that if you truly
trust God, then you would never worry.
Trust God or worry. Trust God and be at
peace.”
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Zarah C. Gagatiga, Mt. Olivet BCGG

AFTERTHOUGHTS

Puerto Galera is a little Boracay.

It is noisy, crowded and commercial.
White Beach boasts of shops that sell
everything in a man-made island paradise
– food, beverages, clothes and beach
wear, produce from land and sea, beach
toys, tattoos for life and for one’s fancy,
services offered by hairdressers,
masseuses and pimps in the locality and
by those who came all the way from
Manila. Beach lovers from near and far
frolic on the sand, by the sea under the
spell of the summer heat.

This welcomed Mt. Olivet BCGG for
a long weekend getaway last April. The
sight of it all overwhelmed me because I
was expecting an idyllic white sand
beach lined with rustic cottages. Such
fantasies belong to summer travelogues
and online ads. All the activities going
on at the beach dizzied me. There was
an energy that sucked my life force out.
When dusk came, the beachfront
exuded a stronger energy I was not
prepared to receive. How old have I
become?

A city slicker would normally spring
to life and partake in the action from sun
up to sun down. But no, I was like a
boiled eggplant when night came. I lay
on the cool sand between dreamland and
reality. While the long stretch of beach
was aflame, I was a crab burying itself
in the sand. So it seemed that I have
had enough recreation in my thirty-five
years of living. I was craving for rest and
a slow, silent stroll along a quiet beach.

Fortunately, I got my heart’s desire
when we all went island hopping the

following day. I’ve been on
many boat rides, but with
Domeng beside me, I declined
wearing a life vest until he
insisted. He’s a very good
swimmer. Holding his hand
while we sat quietly, enjoying
the sights of emerald islets and
islands was comforting. I
breathed in the sea and the
scent of salty water that
flavored the air. That instant, I
felt the stupor disappear. Then
we reached the coral reefs. It
took Kuya Ed (Macalalad) a
lot of prodding for us to
snorkel. Nevertheless, we found
ourselves in snorkeling gear and testing
the shallow waters.

The born Aquarian, Domeng took the
water so easily. I struggled learning how
to use the snorkeling gear. After two
quick dips and glimpses at the beautiful
marine life in the reefs, I gave up. I
sucked in seawater in gulps! I love
beaches, but I am no mermaid. So I sat
on the boat that we rented and looked
over the waters. I spotted three varieties
of starfish; gazed at an eel; was
bedazzled by a pink jellyfish dancing in
its own aquatic music; admired the
corals that offered an array of colors and
shapes; and fed the fishes that have
grown accustomed to man. It was a
beautiful experience!

After the snorkeling escapade, we
went island hopping where we swam in
cool waters and basked under the sun.
Time flies when you’re having fun so they

say. At noon, we headed back
to White Beach for lunch and
a quick packing of things and
gears. It was time to say
goodbye to Puerto Galera.
Another beach and bonding
adventure awaited us in
Naujan and Gloria, Mindoro.

The last two days in
Mindoro can be described in
three words – friends, fun and
family.

In Naujan, we met Kuya
Ed’s siblings, in-laws and
extended family. Our BCGG

was treated to the Macalalad hospitality
that was nothing short of warmth. Food
was aplenty as well as laughter and yes,
spirits from heaven and from the bottle.
In the evening, we had our scheduled
prayer meeting. How deep and
meaningful were the sharing of each
member. The trip was indeed a
meaningful experience and each member
had a special image of God as He made
His presence felt in nature.

Despite the noise and the crowd in
Puerto Galera, I realized the importance
of going to a quiet place. To commune
with nature is one way to wonder at
God’s creation and His love for man. At
this stage in my life, my definition of rest
and recreation is to go to a quiet place
to find God in silence. Now I understood
why Jesus prayed so much and so alone
most of the time. I am not God, but I
could desire for this prayerful disposition.

Our group also had the opportunity
to hear mass. People in the locality
looked at us with weird glances. Manila
people. Picture here. Picture there. After
this, we hit the beach again in Gloria. It
was in Bali Resort where I truly enjoyed
the music of the waves and breathing of
the sea. That night, we all stayed up late
for a last round of “kwentuhan” and
“tawanan.”

On our way back to Manila the
following day, we were all quietly
absorbed in our own thoughts. The
excitement of the trip has waned but
memories of that long weekend in
Mindoro are for the books.

Mt. Olivet’s Mindoro Moments
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27 Claro Santos Agnus Dei
Benz Dimanalata Genesis of David
Anchit Chua Chiaco John

28 Bobby Serrano Genesis of David
29 Leo Moselina Mustard Seed

Jeng Jopson ME Class 96
Vangie Lazaro ME Class 93

30 Erlinda Hurna ME Class 99
31 Rey Mella Cana

Nestor Pili Emmanuel
Mimi Santos Psalm 46/Samaritans

May Wedding Anniversaries

1 Gene & Eve Bañez Agnus Dei
Bong & Emma Punzalan Sirach

2 Leo & Marilyn Soliman Corinthians
3 Arnel & Bernie Isip Corinthians
4 Benjo & May Leal Mt. Olivet
7 Lito & Anne Naldo Psalm 46/Samaritans
11 Fil & Anne Alfonso John
12 Atoy & Malou Apo Exodus

Rico & Terry Lim ME Class 94
15 Gary & Marivic Canoso Magnificat
16 Levy & Roxanne Espiritu Beatitudes
17 Bong & Laney Ricohermoso Kapatiran Kay Kristo
18 Mon & Alice Go Beatitudes

Dennis & Peaches Plaza ME Class 94
Medel & Cecil Tayag ME Class 100

22 Ben & Tintin Regulacion ME Class 100
24 Celso & Siony Martinez Magnificat
25 Norman & Janet Reyes Psalm 46/Samaritans
26 Caloy+ & Hilda Del Rosario Beatitudes
28 Chris & Gie Galang ME Class 96
29 Boy & Sylvia Sangco John

Calendar of Activities: May - July 2010

May Activity / Event Venue Sponsor(s) / Contact(s)
07 Fri Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Shepherds & Sharers / Central Sector

Multi Purpose Hall – 3rd Floor Corinthians & Exodus
09 Orientation for M.E. Graduates San Carlos Lay Formation Center Magis Deo 426-7191

Multi Purpose Hall – 3rd Floor
11 South Sector Meeting – 7pm Chua Chiaco Residence Anchit/Sally Chua Chiaco 842-2564
11 North Sector Meeting – 7pm Rafael or Balderas Residence Mon/Alice Go 444-3520
13 Central Sector Meeting – 7pm Sison Residence Jun/Mila Sison 633-0756
15 Life in the Spirit Seminar (LSS) God Loves Prayer Community, New Manila Clyde/Patchot Abapo 838-8553
19 Council Meeting TBA Magis Deo 426-7191
June
01 Shepherds & Ministry Heads Meeting 2 Santuario de San Antonio Parish Office Magis Deo 426-7191
04 Fri Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Praxis / North Sector

Multi Purpose Hall – 3rd Floor Philippians & Mt. Olivet
05-06 Shepherding Seminar-1 (Free) CeFam MEFP 426-4206
08 South Sector Meeting – 7 pm Chua Chiaco Residence Anchit/Sally Chua Chiaco 842-2564
08 North Sector Meeting – 7 pm Rafael or Balderas Residence Mon/Alice Go 444-3520
10 Central Sector Meeting – 7 pm Sison Residence Jun/Mila Sison 633-0756
11-13 MEW (ME Class 101) – P3,200/couple BLD Covenant House, Cavite Ike/Josie Llamas 821-0639

Fr. Allan Abuan
16 Council Meeting TBA Magis Deo 426-7191
26-27 Shepherding Seminar-2 (Free) CeFam MEFP 426-4206
29 Sector & Ministry Heads Meeting-2 TBA Magis Deo 426-7191
July
03 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Outreach / South Sector

4:00 pm - 7:30 pm Multi Purpose Hall – 3rd Floor Psalm 46/Samaritans & John
3-4 Shepherding Seminar-1 (Free) CeFam MEFP 426-4206
06 South Sector Meeting – 7 pm Chua Chiaco Residence Anchit/Sally Chua Chiaco 842-2564
06 North Sector Meeting – 7 pm Rafael or Balderas Residence Mon/Alice Go 444-3520
08 Central Sector Meeting – 7 pm Sison Residence Jun/Mila Sison 633-0756
10-11 Introduction to Spiritual Direction Workshop TBA Ted/Susan Concepcion 724-8019
16-18 Annual Ignatian Retreat Sacred Heart Novitiate, Q.C. Suni Rodriguez 912-1781
21 Council Meeting TBA Magis Deo 426-7191
24-25 Shepherding Seminar-2 (Free) CeFam MEFP 426-4206
24-25 Spiritual Direction Practicum TBA Ted/Susan Concepcion 724-8019

May Birthday Celebrants

1 Mia Parada Psalm 46/Samaritans
Rico Cruz ME Class 95
Mon Go Beatitudes

2 Fely Redual Jeremiah
3 Victor Hurna ME Class 99
4 Maricel Suarez Cana

Dianne Jimenez ME Class 92
5 Lito Naldo Psalm 46/Samaritans
6 Pachot Abapo Jeremiah
7 Cora Ona Archangel Gabriel
8 Vina Dimanalata Genesis of David
10 Ronnie Ambe Kapatiran Kay Kristo

Jon Cobico Thessalonians
Ricky Sun ME Class 93

11 Art Santos Thessalonians
13 Nette Puthenpurekal ME Class 95
14 Jane Aldeguer Mustard Seed
16 Gene Escosia Emmanuel
17 Eric Hernandez Psalm 46/Samaritans

Rjay Santos ME Class 95
Raul Martinez ME Class 95
Berlin Juanzon ME Class 97

19 Val Bisquera Beatitudes
Maia Cruz ME Class 100

20 Precy Cruz Thessalonians
Danny Dimayuga Sirach
Glo Umali Magnificat

21 Jacqui Buenaflor Genesis of David
Evelyn San Pedro Cana
Terry Lim ME Class 94

22 Joseph Gomez ME Class 96
Richard Navarro ME Class 100

25 Uriel Castillo ME Class 96


