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Formation for Mission

St. Joseph in the life of
Mary and Jesus

When Joseph learned that Mary was
with child not from him, he planned to
divorce her quietly. He was an upright man
and was truly concerned with Mary’s
welfare. But as an angel told him in a
dream, Joseph took Mary as his wife, but
“he knew her not, until she had borne a
son” (Mt. 1:24-25). This indicates another
kind of closeness in marriage. The deep
spiritual closeness arising from marital
union and the interpersonal contact
between man and woman have their

definitive origin in the Spirit, the
Giver of life. Joseph in obedience
to the Spirit, found in the Spirit the
source of love, the conjugal love
which he experienced as a man.
And this love proved to be greater
than this “just man” could ever
have expected within the limits of

his human heart.

Joseph, Father, Provider, and Protector
of Jesus

Because of His true marriage to Mary,
Jesus’ mother, Joseph is truly Jesus’ father,
through a non-natural, biological sense.
“Adopted” or “foster” father is not an
accurate description. It has been
suggested that Joseph be called
“Matrimonial Father,” in that he
acknowledged the legitimate offspring
born of his wife and he was father to Jesus
in every way except by physical generation.
Joseph was the one man in all history
chosen by God to lead God-man Jesus
from a state of infancy to manhood.

As a carpenter, he did far more than
simply provide materially for his family. He
did not have much, but he always had the
necessary provisions for the Holy Family
as he unfailingly trusted in Divine
Providence. Although Scripture is silent on
the details of the Holy Family’s sojourn in
Egypt after fleeing from Herod, we do know
that Egypt at that time had a pagan culture
steeped in the worship of many gods. In
such an environment, Joseph must have
protected his family spiritually, keeping
intact the purity of their faith.

St. Joseph, Model of Fathers

True fatherhood begins with a lifetime
commitment of the husband to his wife. It
is built on the selfless love of the husband
for his wife and generous love for the
offspring of his wife. It is not only or even
mainly generating a human body in this
world but it means that the husband
cooperates with his wife in the spiritual
upbringing of the children. Joseph was a
model human father to the Child Jesus,
which is why Luke’s Gospel says Jesus
“progressed steadily in wisdom and age
and grace before God and men.” St. Joseph
is thus the model of human fatherhood.

Lastly, Fr. Erwin said that it was St.
Joseph who first carried Jesus in his arms.
He is the closest person to the heart of our
Lord after His mother, Mary.

The talk of Fr. Erwin was followed by
the celebration of the Holy Mass and ended
with a snack and fellowship.

Gene & Eve Bañez
Finance Chair / Agnus Dei BCGG

Fr. Erwin S. Mendoza, OSJ (Oblates
of St. Joseph), Dean of Studies of the OSJ
College Seminary in Lipa, Batangas, talked
on the Scriptural life of St. Joseph, spouse
of Mary and father of Jesus, at the
November 5, 2011community celebration.

Joseph’s Origin

Joseph is first mentioned in the
Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Luke names
Joseph’s father as Eli, but Matthew names
him as Jacob in keeping with that gospel’s
depiction of Jesus as a second Moses.

In the Gospel of Matthew, Joseph
already living in Bethlehem, obeys the
direction of an angel to marry Mary and then
to flee to Egypt to protect the Child Jesus
from the massacre of the male infants of
Bethlehem planned by Herod the Great.

In the Gospel of Luke,
Joseph already lives in
Nazareth, and Jesus is born
in Bethlehem because
Joseph, who is from the
house of David, and Mary
have to travel there to be
counted in a census. Luke’s
account makes no mention
of angels and dreams, the
massacre of the Innocents,
and a flight to Egypt.

Fr. Erwin presented a tabulation of the
episodes in the life of St. Joseph in the
canonical Gospels of Matthew, Luke, and
John.

Joseph, the Husband of Mary

St. Luke refers to Mary as “a virgin
betrothed to a man named Joseph”. Here,
the Gospel sets before us the image of
husband and wife. According to Jewish
custom, marriage took place in two stages;
first, the legal, or true marriage was
celebrated, and then, only after certain
period of time, the husband brought the
wife into his own house. Thus, even before
he lived with Mary, Joseph was already her
husband.

Fr. Erwin S. Mendoza, OSJ
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Nov. 5 Community Celebration

Nov. 20 Harana, BLD
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Gift is
responsibility

Sunday Homily

13 November 2011

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

T
oday’s Gospel reading is very
challenging indeed, but at the
same time very consoling (Mt.
25: 14-30). Each one of us was
created by God as a unique

person, with unique gifts. But our gifts from
God are not to be kept as possessions.
They are to be shared with others, all the
way to the end of our lives. As the spiritual
writer W. Maestri puts it: “And the most
amazing thing about God’s gifts is that the
more they are used for others, the more
they expand in value.”

Our God-given talents, as manifested
in our professional works, are not just for
our own livelihood and future financial
security, but as a service to the community.
And the more we do this, the more our gifts
increase in value, not only in the eyes of
our fellowmen, but in the eyes of God.

Here is a female high-school teacher
who got married to a husband with a high-
paying job. He asked her to stop teaching,
so that she could enjoy more free time for
relaxation and her personal hobbies. As a
prayerful Christian, she discerned where
the Lord was calling her, and came out
with a decision to continue teaching the
many teenagers in her classes who are
getting more and more victimized by
today’s media and a high-tech culture that
is ruthlessly secular, materialistic,
narcissistic, and Godless. “I owe it to my
many students whom I really care for, not
only my knowledge in the social sciences,
but to share with them my moral-spiritual
values which they so badly need in today’s
world. I feel that God is calling me to share
all this with as many others, and not just
with you, my dear husband, and my beloved
children.”

Mike (not his real name) is a young,
talented doctor who practices his
profession in a well-known, high-class
hospital. But twice a week, he dedicates all
his work-hours in a small hospital for the
poor and indigent patients, with almost zero-
income. For a while, his wife took this
quietly, until one day she opened up to him.
“You and I have no less than six children,
with so many expenses, not only now, but
even more so in the future. Is it not logical
for you to spend all your professional
working hours in that hospital where you
earn good money? You are the head of our
family, remember?” Mike was struck by what
she said, and prayed over it for some days.
He then expressed to her a conviction that
came straight from his heart. “My dear wife,
our family life is not just for you and me and
our children. I have always been taught that
we are also a family-for-others. As a family,
we are missioned by the Lord to reach out
to as many other families as well. Every
time I treat a dirty, bad-smelling indigent
patient, I feel within me God’s presence in
a very special way.” His wife started to shed
tears, and they embraced each other in a
very loving way. Her eyes were opened, and
she supported him all the way.

Let me focus now on a couple who had
been running a business for quite a number
of years. But lately, it was not doing so well,
and it would take much more creative time
and energy from them to keep it going. They
were seriously thinking of closing it down.
After all, they already had enough
investments and savings in the bank to
support their family. They expressed this to
their 25-year-old son, who was already
actively working with them in running the
business. The son then asked a critical
question: “What would happen to our more
than a hundred employees and workers?
Our country today is suffering from so much
unemployment. How will they support their
families?” Motivated by compassion and
social responsibility, they decided not to
close down the company, but work harder
to sustain it!

Going all the way down to our lower
levels of society, God’s loving call and
mission is the same. Our poor and
uneducated brothers and sisters have gifts
and talents of their own that they use, not
only for their livelihood, but they are able to
reach out to so many others, even without

their conscious awareness. Without our
dedicated, hard-working farmers and
fishermen, where will we get the rice,
vegetables, and fish on or tables? What
about the pork, beef, and chicken that we
are so fond of eating? Where do they come
from? Who are ultimately responsible for
breeding them?

Yes, each human person is created
by God with unique gifts and talents that
are meant to be shared with others.
Whatever little we have is not just for
ourselves. This is the ultimate meaning of
love, for which each one of us has been
created by the Lover of us all.

One of our brother Jesuit priests, Fr.
Guido Arguelles, S. J., passed away
recently. Allow me to end by quoting one of
his “Shafts of Light”:

“When you reach out to
others, you delve into your
deeper self. Reach out then
to your farthest brother (the
poor, the uneducated, the
oppressed) and you will dig
deepest into yourself. Then
will the poor person liberate
you: for they will have helped
you discover your inner and
richer self because you
dared to be touched by their
real poverty.”
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EDITORIAL

Facing up
to the

challenge of
service
Tina Mossesgeld

Cana BCGG

What seems to be in the minds
of Magis Deo leaders and members lately?
The life of the community is winding down
as the year ends and we look forward to
another year under a new council. Our
leaders are in the process of setting
directions for the next five years or so. BCGGs
are catching up with interfaces not done or
Suyuans committed to and finally happening
whether in our mission areas or farther out
like in Laiya, Batangas.

In a recent BCGG meeting, while the
members were making plans for the family
day, one member remarked that we, i.e.,
Magis Deo, seem to be more preoccupied
with fun and fellowship, and less so about
designing more programs for the poor, or
even evaluating how to improve the quality
of how we serve in existing ones. Yes, we
have the Suyuans which is a big grace and
definitely an acknowledged strength of the
community. But this particular member,
whose passion is to help the less fortunate
and has given up so much in the process,
makes the observation that what seems to
stand out in the life of Magis Deo recently
are the socials. For example, advocacy on
social issues and outreach are not only less
talked about, efforts and projects in these
two areas are not as prominent. It was
pointed out by other members in the same
meeting that though the group was actually
planning for its Suyuan sponsorship, a good
number of those present had the same
feeling as what the member expressed.

In the midst of our preoccupation with
recruiting for the M.E. Weekend, retaining
members, forming BCGGs, forming
members and shepherds, etc., not to
mention living our lives daily as parents,
breadwinners, career men and women, how
do we face the challenge of service on a
meaningful, consistent and sustained
basis? How do we inspire our members to
reach out beyond just doing in our efforts to
serve?

Perhaps we need to look at service in a
new way.

An article by a lay woman, Margaret
Blackie on “Ignatian Vocation,” published in
The Way, offers a different way of looking at
service. She cites Fr. David Fleming, SJ’s
idea of service in the Ignatian sense which
is “rooted in response to a loving God.” Fr.
Fleming says that following, or the “…
commitment to seeking God and discerning
and attempting to respond to the
promptings of the Spirit, is service in itself.”
Thus, Ms. Blackie points out that what
matters is that one lives one’s life by active
discernment, allowing God to call where
God will and following to the best of one’s
ability. Fr. Fleming’s second aspect of
service is that it is done in relationship.
Thus, Blackie concludes, service is not only
about what we do but about the relationships
we build in the process of following God’s
will.

By putting service both in following and
in relationship, our service of God cannot
be separated from our daily living – as
individuals and as a community. But it is
pointed out that the mere process of living
one’s life is not necessarily service. “To carry
out any task of one’s life, however pastoral
in nature, may not be service of God if one
is not seeking God and taking time to
discern. The detail of what is done is less
significant than the orientation of the central
tenet of relationship with God.”

Perhaps if our orientation is to find God
in all things and our clear priority is our
relationship with God, the kind of service
that some of us are not seeing at this time
in the community may emerge and become
a way of life.

In this season of Advent may we truly
begin to orient ourselves towards God,
always finding Him in our lives and following
whatever and wherever He may call us.

... what matters is that one lives one’s
life by active discernment, allowing God
to call where God will and following to
the best of one’s ability.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

... service is not only about what we
do but about the relationships we build in
the process of following God’s will.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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COUNCIL CORNER

We have always thought of Magis Deo as an
Ignatian community but we never really thought of it as an
apostolic community until recently when we reviewed our
community’s history and vision.

The Magis Deo Community began in 1985 as a response
of a group of encountered couples to the political situation in
our country prior to the 1986 snap presidential elections. These
couples banded to campaign for the opposition, join Namfrel
and participate in the EDSA revolution. Participation in these
events planted in these couples the desire to continue
responding to issues outside of themselves. They felt they
were being called to a mission to do more for God. They felt
they were being called to follow in the example of the apostles
to do something to help build God’s kingdom here on earth.

This graced history forms the backdrop of the Magis Deo
Community’s vision of “an apostolic community formed in
Ignatian spirituality committed to help build the kingdom of
God here on earth through a life of stewardship, simplicity,
sharing and service to others.”

The word “apostolic” is derived from the root word
“apostle,” from the Greek word apostello: “to send forth”, “to
dispatch”, “to be commissioned.” Apostolos (apostle) means
one who is sent forth, dispatched, commissioned… in other
words, one who is entrusted with a mission.

Our apostolic mission in Magis Deo has three major areas.

The first area includes the Marriage Encounter and Family
Encounter weekends, the Life in the Spirit Seminar and the
follow-up programs. Also included here are our programs for
the low-income groups like the Suyuan which will soon be
replaced by the Couple Power Lakas ng Mag-asawa Program,

Magis Deo as an
apostolic community

Ted & Susan Concepcion
 Archangel Gabriel BCGG

and the Balik Espirituwal Mag-asawa program. In coordination
with CeFam, we assist troubled couples and families through
marital and family counseling.

The second area of apostolic service would be the social
action programs we engage in as a community and as couples,
families or individuals. This would include relief to victims of
typhoons, floods and other natural disasters, feeding centers,
livelihood projects. Under social action programs also fall efforts
to change situations and structures that victimize our less fortunate
brethren through advocacy work, and pressure groups for social
legislation.

The third area is through our professions and work. We should
constantly be asking ourselves and discerning how our jobs can
be avenues for apostolic service. Work should not be viewed only
as a source of livelihood. It is intrinsically a source of service.
Whatever service we give to Magis Deo should be regarded as
something extra or “pa-sobra.” Our main service is our day-to-day
work as a businessperson, a teacher, a government employee, a
medical practitioner, an accountant or a housewife.

Looking at these three areas, we see that the opportunities to
be apostolic are so numerous there are no excuses not to find
ways to practice our apostolic mission. The founders of our
community together with Fr. Tanseco started us on this journey.
Let us continue to live up to that ideal of being a couple for others,
a family for others.
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Build
the
Magis
Home

O
ur Fr. Ruben must have felt
special. He must have felt
loved by his Magis Deo
community. That was the
whole point of the simple

gathering at the BLD dining hall after the
ME107 weekend on November 20, 2011.
After all, he has dedicated 25 years to Magis
Deo as Spiritual Director.

 Magis Deo members with their
teenage and young children filled the hall
to celebrate Fr. Ruben’s 80th birthday. He
knew nothing of it. After the graduation rites
of ME 107, Josie Llamas, holding his arm,
invited him to walk with her toward the next
room. He asked why and she said “secret.”
“What secret?” he asked. “Secret nga, eh.”
He willingly obliged and reached a dark
room. The lights went on as everyone burst
into singing “Happy birthday!” Fr. Ruben
could only put his hands on the sides of
his head in gleeful surprise.

In a note of gratitude, Tony del Rosario
(John BCGG) started the program by
thanking Fr. Ruben for all that he has been
to and all he has done for Magis Deo.

Fr. Ruben M. Tanseco,
S.J.

Celebrating 80 Years of Grace

Sally Chua Chiaco, Chaircouple / John BCGG

Atty. Josephus Jimenez (Cana BCGG)
had written a poetic tribute to Fr. Ruben
which he would recite. But first, he gave an
introduction with his wife Emma by his side.
He told Fr. Ruben that he (Father) changed
their lives. After all, Father has a way of
reaching out to the afflicted and of afflicting
the comfortable. He was one of those
comfortable whom Father had afflicted.
After their MEW, he was moved to give up
his high-paying job with a multinational and
work with the government as a servant of
OFWs in the Middle East. Fr. Ruben, he
said, is responsible for their simple and
sometimes difficult way of l ife now.
Josephus went on to recite his tribute (his
poem has four-line stanzas for every letter
in the name, “Fr. Ruben Tanseco, SJ”),
stopping every now and then because the
words on the screen were too small to read.
Thank you, Josephus, for the moments of
laughter.

The Magis Choir then rendered a
Tagalog song, “Umagang Kay Ganda”. The
song talks of the power of togetherness,
“bastat tayo’y magkasama” in conquering
challenges in life.

Then it was back to laughter with the
Youth presenting a skit mimicking an ME
weekend with Fr. Tanseco. Jared and Fiona
Mella and Leia and Milo Parada played their
parents as ME candidates while David
Pestaño took the role of Fr. Ruben. The
candidates talked about Fr. Ruben’s
academic achievements and life mission
as founder of the ME movement, CeFam,
CPPJ, and Discovery Weekend. The group
then acted out a song and the young “Fr.
Ruben” danced some ballet. Credits for the
spoof go to David Pestaño, and for the
production to the Youth group – they did
everything on their own!

A 15-minute AVP put together by
incoming Chaircouple, Ted and Susan
Concepcion, showed Fr. Ruben in different
stages of his 80 years as a child, a student,
a family member, a young priest working
with the needy and couples, an older priest
still working with the needy and couples,
as the spiritual leader of Magis Deo.

Outgoing Chaircouple Anchit and Sally
Chua Chiaco then presented Fr. Ruben a
gift from the community, a “special issue”

Continued on page 15
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29 October 2011
Sacred Heart Novitiate
Annual Ignatian Retreat: Discernment

Derps bakit mo ako pinaiyak
At pinaagos ang luhang pilak.
Pinaaalala mo ba ang noo’y sinumpaan
Na sa panahong lumipas ay nakalimutan?

Nais mo ba naming balikan
Ang apoy ng nakaraan,
Ang diwa ng sakripisyo
At serbisyong walang presyo?

At ang nais ba ng Diyos sa akin
Magbigay tinig sa mga di palarin
Na sa Kanya’y nawalay’t nalayo
Dahil sa kawalan ng makataong payo?

Mahaba nang panahon ang lumipas
Ngunit sa sumpa’y walang kupas.
Ano ang anyo ng paglilingkod
Ang Diyos sa aki’y ibinuntod?

Maraming katanungan
Naghahanap ng kasagutan.
Mga luhang walang dahilan
Ang siyang katapatan.

Nuong ginising mo kami,
Ang pag bigay sa sarili
Ay tanda ng pagmamahal
Sa Anak ng Diyos maykapal.

At ang Anak na nagtulay sa tao sa Ama
Sa Kanya’y dugong dumanak, sakin ay luha.
Dugong sagisag ng pag-ibig na kusa,
Luhang katumbas ng nakabaong pagnanasa.

 - Chacho Angeles III, Thessalonians BCGG

At the October 2011 AIR at the Sacred Heart Novitiate in
Novaliches, Chacho visited the Jesuit cemetery, the
resting place of Fr. Blanco (and now, also of Fr. Arguelles
who passed away Oct 30, the last day of the AIR). The
AIR and the visit moved Chacho to write this poem. Marlyn
adds the following background:

– RCD

Derps is Fr. Jose Blanco, SJ. He and Fr. Guido Arguelles,
SJ were our spiritual directors in the movement. They
challenged us to live our faith among the poor and
oppressed. We heeded the challenge: Chacho stayed
with the squatters in Tondo and fisherfolk there; I visited
the squatters and became active in school. Chacho asked
Derps if he caused his tears. I thanked Derps for the
prayers and for watching over us.

 – Marlyn V. Angeles

Barangay Laiya in San Juan, Batangas experienced a taste of
the Magis and the presence of the Magis Deo Community last
Saturday, November 26, 2011.

Cana BCGG brought Tony and Lynne Arevalo to give and facilitate
the Suyuan/Couple Power at this beautiful resort-rich place, some
150 kms. from Metro Manila. This one-day version of the marriage
encounter was held at the Casa Remo rest house in Pook Magalang,
Laiya, San Juan.

Magis Deo goes to Laiya
Rey Mella, Ephesians BCGG

The graduates with facilitators Tony & Lynne Arevalo

Left: Tony & Lynne Arevalo, Suyuan/Couple Power facilitators. Right: Ed &
Tatic Castillo, Cana BCGG shepherd and proponent of the Suyuan in their
place in Casa Remo.

The 15 couples, whose married lives range from less than a
year to 20 years, hail from different sitios of Laiya Aplaya. They work
and serve as resort assistants, helpers, drivers, farm laborers,
fishermen, teachers and masseurs.

Djarn Pestaño, outreach ministry head, and the members of
Cana BCGG – Vicky Brillantes, Emma Jimenez, Monchito
Mossesgeld, Miles & Evelyn San Pedro, Rey & Lucy Mella, and
BCGG heads Ed & Tatic Castillo - served as auxiliaries of the God-
filled and heartwarming affair.

The day was capped with a Eucharistic celebration at the San
Isidro Labrador chapel, presided by newly-ordained Fr. Nemy, OSJ

Continued on page 9
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Luke 24:32 “Were not our hearts
burning within us while He was speaking
to us on the road, while He was explaining
the Scriptures to us?”

This was the overall feeling when we
all gathered for a prayer meeting days after
most of us just had the Annual Ignatian
Retreat on Discernment of the Spirits with
Fr. Mon Bautista, S.J. Not only because
most of us were still reeling from our
spiritual euphoria from the retreat; our
excitement could not be contained
because we had a full house with the
surprise attendance of one of our long-time
absentee couple.

Much as we wanted to convert the
prayer meeting into a socials night, we
stuck to the meeting format to pave the way
for a meaningful faith sharing knowing that
those who came from the retreat were very
eager to unleash their retreat experiences.

After the quieting exercises, you could
feel the spiritual energy picking up and it
didn’t take long for the Holy Spirit to start
working on the group to get the sharing

A postscript
of the

AIR experience
Levy & Roxanne Espiritu

Transfiguration BCGG

started. One after the other, we recounted
how we found ourselves being led to our
own private moments with the Lord. We all
marveled at how we were able to make it
to the venue despite some personal
setbacks that threatened to derail our
resolve to attend the weekend.

Every sharing was heartfelt; every
sharer was grace-filled. But what really
dominated the faith sharing was how the
Lord provided us a personal encounter
unique to our situation and how He clearly
conveyed to us His personal message
leaving us comforted, affirmed and
revitalized.

Everyone was beaming with the
realization and appreciation of how far our
journey with the Lord has already brought
us. The others among us couldn’t help but

draw the much-needed spiritual boost and
derive enough inspiration to usher them to
the next phase of their journey.

Indeed we all felt our hearts burning
as we listened to each other’s testimony
on how we recognized the Lord in our
respective journeys and how He was
unmistakably present with us that evening
as we continue to stand witness to one
another’s spiritual growth and
development.

Just as the apostles were returning to
Jerusalem after their Emmaus experience,
so did we return to our own world with our
hearts ablaze and with a renewed
conviction to help spread God’s love
through our faith and be a companion to
each other in our spiritual journey.

who inspired us with a strong homily on finding God
in our daily lives in preparation for Christmas.

One of the Laiya chapel workers, Sis. Erlinda
Gusi, shared her feelings and insights with a lot of
passion and happiness: Ito’y isang malaking
hakbang, ang inyong nagawa sa Laiya, dahil sa
inabot ninyo ang mga kaliitliitan nilalang na mga
api at dukha. Ang inyong inaralan ng mga salita ng
Panginoong Jesus na inyong inihain sa dulong ng
kanilang mga puso, lalo na mag-asawahan. Labing
limang pares ang naupo at nagkaisang nakinig
mula sa Magis Deo. Buhay ang Diyos, tutoong totoo
pala. Amen. Amen. Amen.

Magis Deo goes... continued from page 8

Cana BCGG with Tony & Lynne Arevalo and Djarn Pestaño of Outreach Ministry.
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That Friday was no different from
any other working day. Woke up
early, went to work, and took the

afternoon off. Lunch was at a mall in Laguna
where I bought the remaining supplies for
the weekend. I then waited for my recruit
who arrived 2 PM, then set off to BLD. Our
fellow auxiliary couples were already there.
After a brief snack, registration followed
where we had to sort the accommodation
requests of single and married participants.
The rest of the day (and night) was spent
addressing the needs of the conference
venue and starting work on the directory.
Found sleep a few minutes past midnight.

Saturday morning started early with a
rushed breakfast and catching the
participants for picture taking. It was back
to directory work after that: downloading

pictures, updating fi les, printing
certificates, all in between song numbers.
Afternoon was spent practicing for the
dinner presentation. Some went off site to
buy supplies and food. Dinner and singing
ran without hiccups. Reconciliation was
smooth too. Printing of the directory
continued and stopped when ink ran out.
Found sleep around 2:30 am.

Woke up late Sunday at 6:30 am.
Morning was spent on palancas and
finalizing contents of graduation kit.
Resumed printing using a backup printer
and completed the directory right before
lunch. Preparation for Harana, Mass and
graduation (complete with roses) followed.
Then, the weekend was over. Tito Ike then
approached us asking for a “homily” about
how and when we felt God’s presence
during the MEW.

That got me reflecting. When did I feel
God’s presence during the weekend as an
auxiliary? Where was God in all our
activities? Looking back, this was an easy
question to answer.

God’s hand was with me Friday
allowing me to take off from my work. He
directed me to wait in a mall where there
was a bookstore with the PVC covers that
my wife and I failed to find before the
weekend. I believe God was at work when
our recruit did not back out and arrived (he
was unsuccessfully recruited to 3 previous
MEWs and was again contemplating on
not going when a couple he knew backed
out). God was present in my wife Yvonne

who prepared the IDs, tags and
nameplates while continuing to look for
other secretariat responsibilities. God was
present in the conference room through
Odie & Tonton where all activities ran
without issues and concerns. God’s
handiwork was seen through Leo, Marilyn,
Apin, Chie and Odie who successfully
procured supplies for the weekend by
going off site, buying ink, and soliciting help
from other couples. God was with Rose
who took charge of the vigil and never
allowed missed schedules. God was there
when ink ran out at 1 AM and when we
laughed at the situation instead of worrying
or stressing each other. God worked
through our coordinator couple Willie & Suy
who held us together, kept our sanity and
directed us, whenever some stress was
detected, to our common ground, which
incidentally was food. We felt God helping
us through Ariel & Jane who had to split
their time between conference room,
secretariat and bell ringing activities, and
never failed to accomplish the needed task.
We knew God was with us by giving us
helpful and supportive team couples: Ike &
Josie and Ramie & Mimi. He was with us
allowing for good weather and the safe
commute of all the participants.

So again, where was God in all of
these? He was with us all throughout the
weekend, in the little things we usually fail
to appreciate, in the big and little things
that fall into place without our intervention.
He was there in all our activities. He was
there in the details.

Where was
God?

Blessings, Sharings and Reflections from the ME 107 Weekend

Daj & Yvonne
Dajac

ME Class
104
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I experienced the presence of Jesus
the moment Rev. Fr. Ruben Tanseco
prayed over us before the start of his talk.
Friday night, while I was in the vigil room
praying for the participants, I invoked the
presence of the Holy Spirit for the duration
of our weekend seminar, for everyone in
the retreat house, from Fr. Ruben, the two
team couples, the couple and single
participants, our Class 104, the office
personnel, the maintenance people and
those working in the kitchen and dining
hall. I prayed that love will rule over us all
in executing our respective chores. True
enough, everything went smoothly.
Though short in numbers, our Class 104
worked harmoniously, with the occasional
cracking of jokes followed by hearty
laughs to ward off drowsiness and
fatigue. Jesus, thank you for conducting
us like one symphony orchestra to glorify
You. Amen.

Blessings, Sharings and Reflections from the ME 107 Weekend

When did I experience Jesus during our Weekend?

Paul & Rose
Marigomen

ME Class
104

I felt the presence of God most in
the MEW when I served in the vigil room,
being in the quiet presence of the holy
Eucharist, and praying. Also whenever Fr.
Tanseco would talk to me in the
conference room, and give me
instructions when to ring the bell and
what time snacks should be ready.
Knowing that he is the pioneer in a
movement that has saved many
marriages made me feel God’s healing
presence in him. – Tonton, 15 years
married to Odie

Odie & Tonton
Pascual

ME Class
104

Top: ME Class 104, the sponsoring class and auxiliaries for ME Class 107,with their
shepherds. Bottom: ME Class 107 single participants. Bottom of facing page (p.10):
ME Class 107 couple participants.
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Blessings, Sharings and Reflections from the ME 107 Weekend

Dear God,

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to attend this
Marriage Encounter Weekend. There are a lot of realizations
that I learned from this. The thing that struck me most is that
feelings are very important in marriage. I tend to use my logic
and rational mind in dealing with situations, not knowing that
deep inside me I am already hurting so much and cannot
function well. From now on, I will be more aware of my feelings,
and that they should go together with my rationality in dealing
with situations.

For Tina and me, the MEW has strengthened our
relationship. This seminar taught us how to dialogue and be
conscious of what our hearts are saying. Also, it helped us get
in touch with each other’s feelings by empathizing with each
other. This opportunity is golden. We really feel blessed by You,
God; You always find ways to guide us on our journey in life.

Lord God, we will continue to share Your love for us by
sharing it with others. We will try to extend ourselves and be a
good example to others by showing them how a married couple
should live.

Love,

Robert

Dear God,

Thank you for the opportunity for me and Robert to
experience the Marriage Encounter Weekend. I was able to
realize many things that are helpful to me as an individual and
as a spouse. In this renewing experience, I was particularly
enlightened by the skills that I should be practicing as a spouse.
We learned how to truly listen to each other and empathize with
each other. We were able to understand ourselves more, accept
each other as the persons we are today, forgive whatever dark
past each one of us has, and be aware that we have to continually
adjust to each other’s ever-changing personality.

We will share our couple-love with others by applying all
the things we have learned. We will try to reach out to other
couples, and to all the people we will encounter. Again, thank
you, God, for always showering us with your unconditional love
and unending hope.

Love,

Tina

Dear Heavenly Father,

You have given me life and only You can take away my breath.
As long as I breathe, I know You want me to go on living for a
special purpose in life.

Your son Jesus Christ has played a very significant role in
most trying times. The cross became significant to me more
than ever. I regarded the pains and wounds in my life as a share
in Jesus’ sufferings. The way He carried His cross inspired me
to do the same because painful as it may be, at the end of it all,
I know that redemption awaits.

I thought about You as a Father... seeing your only Son
Jesus Christ must have caused you tremendous pain as well
but You allowed it to happen for the good of your people. You
sacrificed Your son for a greater good, and so now Father, I
understand why You allowed me to go through some pains in
life… it is for a greater purpose.

Allow me now dear Father to share not only the pains but
more so, the blessings we receive out of all the trials You allow
to happen in our lives. I know You give us enough hurts to learn
compassion and be wounded healers. Help us to be keen to
what You want us to do and obey Your will.

To the constant ‘man’ in my life, Thank you with all my heart
for surprising me this weekend with Your Love, Wisdom and Joy
from all the sharings that truly inspired even us singles in the
retreat.

        Much love from Your daughter,

   Ruziel

Robert & Christina Pangilinan, and Ruziel delos
Reyes share with us their “Dear God” letters. They are
students of Fr. Ruben Tanseco at CeFam, and attended
the November 2011 ME Weekend.

Ruziel delos Reyes

ME Class 107
Robert & Tina

Pangilinan

ME Class 107

with Angela
(2 years old)
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Zarah C. Gagatiga, Mt. Olivet BCGG

AFTERTHOUGHTS

The Legend of St. Francis Xavier, Patron of Missions

December 3 is the feast of St. Francis
Xavier. Allow me to share a couple of
legends about the patron saint of missions.

St. Francis Xavier, a Jesuit and the
patron saint of missions and missionaries,
traveled to Asia to convert and evangelize.
He reached India, the Moluccas, Japan and
Xien Chien. This happened long before the
Spaniards attempted to set a sturdy
foothold in Mindanao.

St. Francis Xavier never reached the
Philippines but a few fascinating legends
about him from Mindanao exist. One is
about his cross that fell into the sea when
the ship he was on got caught in a tempest.
He was heart broken on the loss of the
cross. It was very dear to him. He used it in
his ministry of evangelization. This cross
was the symbol of his love for God.
Reaching dry land the following day, he
strolled along the beach and found a crab
carrying his cross. The crab ran towards
him clasping the cross in one big pincer.
He took his cross and blessed the crab,
which quickly scurried back to the sea.

There are crabs that bear a cross-like
pattern on their shell. These crabs are
caught in the seas near General Santos
City and Davao island. The locals call it the
St. Francis Xavier crab. When the crab is
cooked, the cross-like pattern is seen
prominently. Its color is bright red, brighter
than the rest of the crab’s shell.

Another legend associates him with
Lake Lanao.

One day St. Francis Xavier was taking
a leisurely stroll near Lake Lanao which
was a small lake then. His sandal
accidentally fell in the lake and he failed
to retrieve it. The lake, though small, was
very deep. He gave up the search and went
away wearing only one sandal.

A painting of St. Francis Xavier (1506-1552)
Kobe City Museum, Japan

In time, the lake grew! It grew and grew
in the shape of a sandal. The lake became
deeper as well! Locals believe that the
sandal will remain in the lake until all
Muslims are converted to Christianity.

Such tales are the stuff of folklore,
which may not at all be true. But the fact
that these folklore exist and continue to be
retold is a sign that people continue to
construct and deconstruct meaning from
belief systems.

In this feast of the patron of missions,
being Advent besides, we reflect on our
values, beliefs, and the mission God set
us forth to accomplish despite the noise
and commercial campaigns that media set
upon us every Christmas time.

Whatever your mission is, may you find
God’s love and presence in fulfilling it.

From my family to yours,

Merry Christmas!

These legends were taken from
the book Tales from the 7,000 Isles:
Filipino Folk Stories written by
Dianne de Las Casas and Zarah
Gagatiga. Published by ABC-CLIO,
California USA, it will be launched in
Manila in April 2012.

The first of two plan-
ning sessions  for 2012
was held Nov. 12, 2011,
and the second last Nov.
29. The theme is “Direc-
tion Setting for 2012 and
Beyond.”  The sessions
were led by incoming
Chaircouple Ted & Susan
Concepcion, and moder-
ated by Monchito
Mossesgeld.

Direction / Planning Sessions for 2012
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Having a chance to chase your
dream is a blessing. That is
why most days, I wake up
ready to go. Calls start to

come in (here they come!). A quick embrace
with my son (I’ll probably won’t catch him
awake tonight; I’ll be going home late).
Drive for hours on end (strategic planning
time). Meet a lot of business contacts (my
favorite). Saturday is not a weekend for me
while Sunday is church-work day. I figured
I’ve only got one life to live and I have to
seize the day, every single day, right?

Well, what I didn’t know was that with
all this chasing, one would probably leave
something behind. And leave something I
did. It was something imperceptible.
Something I thought was just kids’ stuff.
It’s what I used to call “magic.”

I exchanged magic for science. There
is no room for magic in the corporate world.
Here, numbers ruled. And so my
transformation began. Trained as an

The wizard within
 Carlos Hanzyl Ang, ME 103

engineer, I traded dragons for systems,
Superman for Calculus and God for money.

When I almost lost my belief in God
three years ago, I tried to find Him with the
new me, using reason to rediscover Him. I
sought him in science and found Him there
(thanks to Francis Collins’ book: The
Language of God). I sought Him in reason
and found Him in C.S. Lewis’ and Ravi
Zacharias’ books. I thought I found Him
again. But still there was something
missing. In a particularly tough time for me
recently, I asked God where He was. Why
He wasn’t speaking to me anymore, even
though I speak to Him daily. It was so
excruciating to give your life to somebody
who was absent.

Feeling particularly distraught one
night, I went out of the house intending to
smoke, a habit I had kicked years ago. As I
pondered on my problems, I happened to
gaze up. I didn’t know there was a meteor
shower that night. The sky was amazing!

God was winking at me and finally, I
caught it!

Looking for God for so long, using
reason and numbers and goals, I have
missed a most important point. That He
was here, all along. In the night sky I no
longer noticed, in the hugs of my son, in
the sunset I’ve ignored, in the advice of my
parents and friends. He was here, He is
here.

In a seminar by Eva Galvey I attended,
an article: Contemplation, a long loving look
at the real by Reverend Walter Burghart,
S.J., arrested my mind and heart. He writes
that today finding God in the little things in
life has become a challenge. We’ve
become busier, doing only work we find
meaningful and useful. Doing nothing and
contemplating is the task of fools. Even
prayer has become work, slotted in a
certain time of the day: Hi God, how are
you? Well, I’m swamped but I kinda need
your help on these matters (insert list here).
Thanks God, have a great day. Amen.

When we were children, we used to
believe in magic. We could move
mountains with a single, piercing look
(lasers optional). We could fly. And we
found God and wonder in everything we
did. When my son pretends he has magic
powers, I used to sadly wonder when he’d
grow up and see the “real world.” How
wrong I was! It was I who chose not to see
anymore.

Now I make my world spin slower. I’m
trying to capture each magic moment. To
feel God in everything, even in this concrete
jungle. And yes, to feel the magic and divine
inspiration even in business.

God winks at us all the time. But we
need to find the wizard within to feel it, to
catch it. Stop the world and stop running.
Go out and see His stars. Close your eyes,
hug your spouse. Listen to the story of your
little child. He is everywhere, He is here.
Emmanuel – God is with us, my friend.

Birthdays - First 10 days of January
01 Malvin Leaño ME Class 100
02 Kit Dela Peña Exodus

Joyce Dy-Po ME Class 99
03 Tere Palicdon ME Class 102
04 Charm Ang ME Class 103

Kleng Cobico Thessalonians
05 Pete Ampongan ME Class 105

Dennis Plaza Easter
06 Ces Regis ME Class 106
09 Djarn Pestaño Sirach

Mila Sison Corinthians

Wedding Anniversaries - First 10 days of January

01 Eli & Edith Prieto Genesis of David
George+ & Joy Uy-Tioco Sirach

03 Caloy & Charm Ang ME Class 103
Edison & Jojo Guzman Beatitudes

04 Jerry & Faith Licayan ME Class 106
05 Mark & Karen Madrid ME Class 99
06 Boyet & Rose Ambata Ephesians
08 Mike & Nessa Santos ME Class 102
09 Jun & Mila Sison Corinthians

Allan & Carrie Ybañez ME Class 101
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My husband and I first joined a
Christian community, Couples
for Christ, in 1992. We served

the community for 13 years as part of the
Music Ministry, the Youth Ministry and Unit
Head supervising one unit consisting of 5
couple household heads.

At that time akala ng iba if you are in the
community serving the Lord, okay palagi ang
buhay niyo; wala kayong problema. In our
case parang lalong dumami ang trials at
challenges. Ang pinakamatindi ay nang
manganak ako sa aming 4th child. She was
diagnosed with Tetralogy of Fallot, a
congenital heart disease. She was operated
when she was 5 days old. Nilagyan siya ng
shunt sa puso para maging maayos ang
oxygen flow sa kanyang lungs. Very delicate
and sensitive ang condition niya kaya’t on
and off siya sa hospital for 9 months. Sabi
ng cardiologist, bawal na bawal sa kanya na
magka-ubo’t sipon o magkadiarrhea, kundi
kailangan siyang i-confine kaagad.

Dumating ang worst na pangyayari sa
baby namin nang magka-pneumonia siya.

That was immediately after we celebrated
Mothers’ day. She had to be confined at
the ICU for almost a month. Sobrang
sakit ng loob ang naramdaman ko lalo
nang makita ko ang anak namin na
nakatali ang magkabilang kamay sa side
ng bed. Umiiling-iling at tumutulo palagi
ang luha nya, nakaka-awang tingnan ang
kalagayan – nakaintubate, nakadextrose
at nakarespirator. Everytime na nakikita
ko siya na ganito, parang sinasabi niya
sa akin, “Tama na, ayoko na!” Ang sakit-
sakit ng naramdaman ko. Gusto kong
umiyak pero pilit na pinipigilan kapag
kinakausap ko siya, kinukwentuhan ko
siya ng tungkol sa mga kapatid niya.
Sobrang mahirap sa isang ina na makita
sa ganoong kalagayan ang kanyang anak
– kung pwede nga ako na lang sana ang
maghirap ng ganoon.

Her doctor told us that a US-based
Filipino pediatric surgeon would visit the
hospital for scheduled operations of
children with conditions similar to those

of our baby. He told us this would be the
chance for our baby to be operated on. We
agreed to the operation only after
consulting our doctor friends in the
community. The operation was successful
at first and our baby had to remain under
close observation for 24 hours. Pero hindi
rin nakayanan ng puso ng baby namin.
Hindi niya nalagpasan ang critical na 24-
hour period. Sobrang nahirapan na ang
katawan at very delicate heart niya. Namatay
siya sa recovery room.

It was very painful for me and my
husband pero alam namin na isa lang ito
sa mga pagsubok sa buhay namin.
Somehow we did not question God; instead
it gave us strength and hope to carry on.
We remain faithful to Him to this time when
I and my husband now belong to the Magis
Deo community. Nandito pa rin kami, at
patuloy na nagseserve, kahit na marami
pa ring pagsubok na dumarating sa buhay.
We both know that He will not abandon us
and He will remain faithful to us.

of Time magazine with Fr. Ruben on its cover,
“Fr. Ruben M. Tanseco, S.J., 80 Years of
Grace.” Sally explained that Time magazine
had decided to honor Fr. Ruben with its
special issue just as it has honored many
people who have made a difference in the
world. Fr. Ruben has made a difference in
the lives of thousands of Filipino couples
and their families since he brought Marriage
Encounter to the Philippines in 1969. The
magazine contains a short history of Magis
Deo, collages of pictures depicting Fr.
Ruben’s contributions to the community, and

about twenty tributes written by Magis
Deo members.

ME 105 with Alternate Shepherd Rufo
Dacanay also presented Fr. Ruben a gift
– a framed collection of their well wishes
and prayers.

Then it was time for the traditional
birthday song while Fr. Ruben blew eight
candles for 80 years on a chocolate cake.
Of course, it had to be a chocolate cake!

Everyone was then invited to bring a
balloon to the garden for the wish
ceremony. Earlier, 80 cards bearing
greetings and prayers for Fr. Ruben were
tied to 80 balloons. The group sang
“Happy birthday” again after which they
let the balloons fly to the sky. Sally had
earlier told Fr. Ruben that while he would
never know what were written on the
cards, God will. Then the final surprise,
a display of fireworks in the sky!

Back in the dining hall, everyone
partook of a simple fare of chicken arroz

caldo, puto pao, pizza, and beverages. The
Choir surrounded Fr. Ruben and
serenaded him a capella with “Ikaw ang
Mahal Ko.” Fr. Ruben took time to autograph
pictures and to pose with members for
posterity. In his excitement and busyness,
he could hardly find time to eat his arroz
caldo.

That night, our Fr. Ruben must have
felt special. He must have felt loved by his
Magis Deo community. He did tell Josie
Llamas the next day that he felt
overwhelmed and spoiled by God and by
Magis.

Fr. Ruben, we thank God for you, for
80 years of grace. Happy birthday! We love
you!

Ang pagmamahal ng Diyos sa aking paligid
Malou Apo, Magis Choir / Exodus BCGG

Continued from page 6

Fr. Ruben M. Tanseco,
SJ

Celebrating
80 Years of Grace

Our community’s tribute to Fr. Ruben, a “spe-
cial issue” of Time Magazine, can be down-
loaded from the Magis Deo server:

www.magisdeo.org/mdnl/Tribute_Fr.Ruben.pdf
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SCENES AND SIGNS OF FAITH

Clyde D. Abapo, Jeremiah-Philippians BCGG

[ 6 ]

Miracles

One late Friday afternoon, I drove home from a Makati
appointment. Traffic at the service road to United Parañaque and
to the DOST/Bicutan circle was so smooth that my wife said,
“Milagro ito. Bakit walang traffic?”

A college classmate narrated how he miraculously cheated
death from a plane crash – he was delayed going to the airport
and missed his plane. No one survived the crash.

I had my LSS at Mary Help of Christians church in Better
Living, Parañaque. One of the speakers was a retired military
officer who survived an ambush in the jungles of Mindanao in the
70’s. They were resting in terrain he thought was safe when
suddenly continuous bursts of gunfire came from different angles.
Five men immediately fell. Although they returned fire, he could
not tell when the exchange of shots would end. He felt that their
chance of survival was very slim. He was in deep prayer and
believed only a miracle would save them. Then he saw an intense
light accompanied by a loud voice shouting “Cease fire, cease
fire, cease fire.” The enemy lines became quiet and minutes
later the rebels retreated.

These scenarios are unpredictable occurrences that we can
experience as miracles. What are miracles? Do they happen
anytime? For me, a miracle is an event that cannot be
satisfactorily explained by the laws of nature or scientific fact. We
religion-based faithful attribute miracles to the will of God.
However, most of us view a miracle as a huge and dramatic
event especially if it is immediate and far-reaching.

I believe miracles happen every day of our lives. Many are so
common and ordinary that they are taken for granted. And those
that are unusual and extraordinary are given more emphasis.

In my dictionary, I classify miracles into three:

1. Physical – in the case of healing, there is a visible
sign of recovery after a pray over;

2. Emotional/Psychological – this is more of forgiveness
and change of heart;

3. Intellectual – ability to process our mental prowess in
terms of interpretation, discernment and analysis of a
given situation.

The following two stories illustrate my definition of miracles:

Planned abortion arrested. Thirty years ago, my sister Lorna
was pregnant with her fourth child. Life for her and her husband
had always been on the poverty level since the start of their
marriage. In times of illness and crisis, help usually came from
my mother who could only give so much because my two other
brothers needed her assistance too. Two to three months into
her pregnancy, the couple wanted the baby to be aborted since

certainly, the baby would be another mouth to feed and make life
more miserable.

Being a religious person, my mother sensed their plan and
called Lorna for a heart to heart talk, citing among others the
preservation of life. My elder brother Danny and his wife Nita
(who were childless) were consulted and they agreed to adopt
the baby. When Ethel was born and came into their life, she
brought so much joy and happiness to Danny and Nita. Lorna
and her husband made the right decision. Years later, their life
improved and they became financially stable. As for my mother,
she showed her genuine and faithful obedience to God. Miracles
always have a place in our faith.

Almost fatal or life-threatening accident. This one is from
the Holy Spirit. Sunday Nov. 6 was a two-pronged activity for me.
First, I was to bring my wife and daughter to NAIA for their flight to
Japan. Second, I would then proceed to Makati for the Legaspi
Market Bazaar at 7 AM. With this time frame, I should be on the
road as early as 5 AM. To fulfil our spiritual obligation, we heard
an anticipated mass Saturday afternoon.

We hit the road as scheduled. Because of darkness and
bad weather, I drove slowly. After passing the domestic airport I
saw some potholes on my lane. Distracted, I instinctively swerved
to the left. In a split second, a loud bang stopped the van. I had
bumped the first concrete barrier and the impact made the engine
conk out. I tried to restart the engine to no avail. My wife, knowing
I was okay, hailed a taxi to bring them to the airport.

I sought assistance from a nearby gasoline station. Two
attendants helped me push the van to a secure place. Since the
van could freely move and ignition indicators were working, there
was a good chance of restarting the engine. The problem was
how to access it, and check and tighten electrical connections.
After several tries I succeeded and got the engine running.
However, the van could not go into reverse. I assumed this to be
a minor problem which could be fixed by a skilled mechanic,
and I brought the van home. I analyzed and assessed the
accident and its repercussions. If I had swerved a little more, the
impact would have been life-threatening, and the damage more
severe. I imagined the windshield broken and my body pinned
by the steering wheel and column. What about my wife and
daughter? What injury could have befallen them? Thank God
only the door and bumper were deformed. The signal and parking
lights were shattered and had to be replaced. Nevertheless,
repairs would not be too expensive.

The story does not end here. My participation in the American
Women’s Club bazaar the following day was a winner with sales
beyond expectations.

God is great and God is good all the time.
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NEWSBITS  /  ANNOUNCEMENTSNEWSBITS / ANNOUNCEMENTS

Lito Gonzales of John BCGG invited Fr. Wanny B. Cacao to celebrate
a healing mass at GK Aya, Multinational Village, last Nov. 6, 2011. Magis
Deo members from several BCGGs joined the GK residents at this
healing mass.

Fr. Cacao, healing priest, at GK Aya

Shepherding
Fr. Dave Concepcion gave a talk on Shepherding at the San

Carlos Lay Force last 11 October 2011.
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Rey Mella, Ephesians BCGG

SPIRITUAL TIDBITS AND HUMOR

I am God’s
favorite

When I was an elementary student, I
was a teacher’s pet because I was small,
“cute”, and intelligent, in that order. At least,
that’s how I want to think about it.   My being
the favorite somehow evolved into being a
teacher’s pest as I became rowdy, noisy
and disruptive. When I was in first year high
school in Don Bosco, I met the Fr. Principal
in the first week of school. We chatted and
talked. He liked me and made me school’s
official timekeeper. Every day at the start of
classes, break times, end of break times
and end of classes, I would ring the electric
bell. I did this for an entire school year.
When I moved to another school and
continued to perform well in school, I easily
became the principal’s favorite.

____________

Security guards are one set of people
I did not particularly like in the past. They
were nowhere near the types of people I
want to deal with. They are arrogant,
insensitive and just plain difficult to deal
with, anywhere and everywhere.

At least, that’s how I viewed them
before. Until one day, over 15 years ago,
the security manager of the company I
worked for asked me to be a member of
the panel that would decide on the change
of the company’s security agency. In the
two weeks of sitting in meetings, reviewing
proposals and interviewing presidents and
owners of agencies, I learned more about
the life of a security guard. They are not
well educated (at that time, non-college
graduates were accepted as guards), not
well-trained, worked 12 hours a day for  6
days week-in and week-out, underpaid
(some below minimum wage), really
exploited and just plain abused,
undervalued and unappreciated.
Understanding their plight changed my
perceptions and my treatment of them; they
are now among my favorites.

____________

God loves each of us as if there were
only one of us.

 - St. Augustine

We subscribe to Time magazine. I
get to open it every time it gets delivered. A
few times my wife reads it before I do. On
rare occasions my eldest daughter Zyra
reads a couple of articles she finds
interesting. In this particular issue, my two
daughters were with me when I tore open
the wrapper.  The cover page read “Why
Mom Liked You Best, The Science of
Favoritism.” Zyra read several sentences
of the article aloud for me and Fiona. We
were so amused and laughed at the way it
was written, perhaps because there were
indeed interesting “realities” and
“possibilities” about how a child becomes
a favorite and how the study can be true
and applicable to our family.

In the articlewritten by Jeffrey Kluger
(and which was also adapted from Kluger’s
book, “The Sibling Effect: What the Bonds
Among Brothers and Sisters Reveal About
Us”), the author claims that “never mind
what your parents told you. They had a
favorite child - and if you have kids, so do
you.” And, that “fully 65% of mothers and
70% of fathers exhibit a preference for one
child. Many of the others just hide it well.”
I’d like to think that my wife and I don’t play
favorites with our children.

Kluger claims that the eldest is always
a top candidate for being the parents’
favorite. So is the youngest. And so is the
only boy or only girl. And, we happen to
have all three types in the family. We have
an eldest, a youngest and an only boy. So,
all three can be the favorite.

____________

For a long time now, especially when
our children became adolescents, my wife
and I have always been conscious about
not playing favorites. We have become very
careful with how we make decisions which
may be perceived wrongly by our three
children – what we allow them to do, what
we buy for them, what birthday and
Christmas gifts we give them. When they
were all young, we would count the number
of Christmas gifts that Santa would give
them. When they got older, we were
conscious of the value and of their
individual needs. When we parents travel,
it is important that each one gets a
pasalubong or we don’t bring home
anything for anyone. When my wife shops,
each child would get something or no one
gets anything. When buying souvenirs
during a trip or a vacation, each one has
the same opportunity or equal allowances.
As for the time that we spend with them,

we are careful about equally spending
enough time with each one. Each of them
is our favorite and we love each one
equally. Of course, we are never perfect in
the execution. But, we are aware and
sensitive.

____________

I believe that I am also God’s favorite.
Always has been, always will be. While I
did not feel His presence early on in my
life, He has always been with me. In later
years, when I needed Him the most, He
has always come through. If there is a
favoritism that really matters, God’s version
would be most desirable.  It is a matter of
perspective.

____________

A  company was trying to solve
complaints from its employees about the
slowness of its elevators. The company
consulted its technical team and the
engineers recommended changing the
elevators or redesigning the motor system.

A junior employee who was
psychology major saw it differently. He
thought that the riders were bored and
focused only on the elevators’ speed. He
focused on the boredom, and then
recommended mirrors to be installed in
front of the waiting area and inside the
elevators. After installing mirrors, no
complaint about the elevators’ slowness
was received.

____________

A man with a nagging secret couldn’t
keep it any longer. In the confessional he
admitted that for years he had been
stealing building supplies from the
lumberyard where he worked.

“What did you take?” his parish priest
asked.

“Enough to build my own home and
enough for my son’s house. And houses
for our two daughters. And our cottage at
the lake.”

“This is very serious,” the priest said.
“I shall have to think of a far-reaching
penance. Have you ever done a retreat?”

“No, Father, I haven’t,” the man replied.
“But if you can get the plans, I can get the
lumber.”

____________

What we are is God’s gift to us. What
we become is our gift to God.

 – Eleanor Powell
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Calendar of Activities:  December 2011 - February 2012

December Venue Contacts / Sponsors
03 Sat Family Day  & Christmas Party  4:00 pm PLDT Sports Center CSM / All BCGGs

Mandaluyong City Genesis of David, Ephesians
09-11 Spiritual Deepening Retreat (SDR) Canossa Retreat House, Tagaytay MEFP 426-4206

By: Fr. Ruben Tanseco, SJ
P3,500/couple – P1,800/single

13 Tues Council Meeting / Turnover Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
25 Christmas Day

January 2012

07 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center TBA
08 (To be confirmed)  MEFP-DSWD Couple Power TBA TBA

Lakas Ng Magasawa Program, North Cluster
19 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
28-29 Spiritual Leadership Seminar I.S.O. – ADMU Campus, Q.C. MEFP 426-4206
28-29 MEFP Leadership Training (for those who TBA

have attended the Shepherding program)
28-29     Christian Parenting for Peace & Justice CeFam Building Perry / Jossie Dimarucut 09189448014
February 2012
04 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center TBA
05 (To be confirmed)  MEFP-DSWD Couple Power TBA TBA

Lakas Ng Magasawa Program, North Cluster
10-12 (Tentative) Marriage Encounter Weekend TBA TBA
11-12 Team Couple Training (for those who CeFam MEFP 426-4206

have attended the Shepherding Program
16 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191

Francis Llamas Jeremiah-Philippians
30 Rey Rivera ME Class 101
31 Bem Cadayona ME Class 102

December Wedding Anniversaries
03 Boy & Elvira Lubguban Exodus
08 Jaear & Larnz Briones Good Shepherd

Mannie & Pam Castillo Thessalonians
Raymon & Rache Ebardo ME Class 103

11 Ed & Sol Macalalad Mt. Olivet
12 Alex & Malou Caramat Jeremiah-Philippians

Ferdie & Sheila Joson Sirach
15 Mond & Janice Dawis ME Class 106
16 King & Michelle Mantecon ME Class 98

Martin & Marlyn Tioseco Easter
17 Ricky & Nikkie Perez ME Class 103
18 Vic & Regz Breganza ME Class 106

Jon & Kleng Cobico Thessalonians
Gene & Leony Escosia Emmanuel
Joseph & Levie Gomez Archangel Gabriel
Joey+ & Nina Yuson Sirach

19 Mon & Glo Umali Magnificat
20 Jojo & Rhea Gaddi ME Class 102

Philip & Malu Panlilio Mustard Seed
21 Odie & Tonton Pascual ME Class 104

Randy & Cecil Rivera ME Class 105
22 Bert & Remy Castro Easter

Al & Abbie Garcia ME Class 106
Rey & Lucy Mella Ephesians
Tony & Bambi Narciso Easter
Edward & Tere Palicdon ME Class 102
Carlos & Ruby Pizarro Corinthians
Benjie & Fely Santiago Kapatiran kay Kristo

23 Resty & Anna Tongol Transfiguration
26 Rey & Nitz Eslava Sing to the Lord

Paul & Nette Puthenpurekal Easter
27 Dan & Des Bonuel ME Class 101

Daj & Yvonne Dajac ME Class 104
Uly & Set De La China ME Class 100

28 Tito & Vivian Lim ME Class 105
John & Malou Ronquillo ME Class 106

29 Rey & Esper Asperin Archangel Gabriel
Andy & Belen Mangahas ME Class 107

30 Bobby+ & Marcia Balderas Archangel Gabriel
Edsel & Myles Naguit ME Class 104
Ariel & Jane Palomique ME Class 89

31 Rufo & Louren Dacanay Mustard Seed

December Birthday Celebrants
01 Flor Pison Sing to the Lord

Lilit Tumbocon John
03 Anne Alfonso John

Jojet Cruz ME Class 100
04 Jen Noguerra ME Class 106

Jason Sanchez ME Class 103
06 Bebeng Carranto ME Class 106

Ricky Valencia Easter
07 Jhune Vinas ME Class 103
10 Enteng Buenafe ME Class 106

Miles San Pedro Cana
11 Roxanne Espiritu Transfiguration

Ding Estabillo ME Class 106
Jay-R Leccio Transfiguration
Eli Prieto Genesis of David
Abby Tumbocon John
Rhea Vargas ME Class 107

12 Anthony Casas ME Class 99
Bibsy Flauta ME Class 106
Allan Ybanez ME Class 101

13 Leo Soliman Corinthians
14 Myk Atienza Beatitudes

Ricky Consulta Mustard Seed
15 JP Aquino ME Class 100

Rey Eslava Sing to the Lord
Tina Pangilinan Mustard Seed

16 Fred De Guzman Beatitudes
20 Levy Espiritu Transfiguration
21 Ted Concepcion Archangel Gabriel

Rael Opao ME Class 99
22 JonJon Cadag ME Class 100

Myles Naguit ME Class 104
Star Santos Ephesians

23 Vicky Babaran Magnificat
Frank Manila ME Class 98
Vicky Oracion ME Class 106
Bong Punzalan Sirach

24 Daisy De Guzman Corinthians
Buboy Llenos ME Class 107
JC Manalo ME Class 98
Nina Yuson Sirach

25 Ian Vinas ME Class 103
27 Rose Ambata Ephesians

Vener Torres ME Class 100
29 Des Bonuel ME Class 101


