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Formation for Mission

To be salt and light

The room was packed full with
160 adult attendees and 40
children during the last

community celebration on Feb. 5 at  San
Carlos Lay Force. It was the second for
the year, and all future community
celebrations will be held on Saturdays
for easy recall.

The theme of the celebration was an
answer to a call. And surely, the biggest
attendance in a long time for community
celebrations was proof that Magis
members were answering a call to serve.
The different ministries were earlier
advised to explain their responsibilities.
Sally Chua Chiaco, Magis Pastoral
Council chair, started the meeting with
an introduction of all the ministries that
were to present their platforms. She also
gave an explanation of the thrust of the
Youth Committee, which still has no
head. The first to present was the
Marriage Encounter Ministry with Jane
Aldeguer as presentor. The next ministry
was the Membership Formation Ministry
with Danny Dimayuga presenting. Then
the Shepherds and Sharers Formation
Ministry with Ted Concepcion. The Praxis
Ministry followed with Fil Alfonso. The
Community Services Ministry respon-
sibilities were explained by Marivic
Pareja, and finally, the Outreach Ministry

by Djarn Pestaño.  Eve Bañez presented
for the Finance Committee.

The mass was celebrated by Fr.
Ruben Tanseco, our spiritual director, who
talked about the gospel of Matthew 5:
13-16 on being the salt and the light; how
salt is only useful when it is sprinkled on
food, and how a light makes the room
shine when lighted. So too, Fr. Ruben
said all Magis Deo members should be
the salt and the light “then light shall
break forth like the dawn” on people we
encounter every day. When we reach out
to the weak, going to them in our own
weakness, we become truly “the light of
the world.”

The recommitment rites were then
held wherein the new shepherds,
alternate shepherds and a new BCGG,
Sing to the Lord, read their promises.

The community members were then
asked to indicate what ministry they have
chosen to serve in, and these were
presented during the offertory of the
mass. The Praxis Ministry got 80
commitment signatures.

We invite all of you to be the salt
and the light of the world; in your families,
in your work places, in your own
business environments, in your

communities, in your barangay, in your
towns and cities.

Let’s do more for Magis by serving
in our respective capacities and serving
to the fullest and to the best we can.
Then people will look up at us and say
that our being magis shows all over and
points the way to the Lord.

Mary Anne Alfonso
Council / John BCGG

Ministry heads
and their alter-
nates presented
their Ministries’
roles and
responsibilities.
Left: Ted
Concepcion,
head, Shepherds
and Sharers
Formation
Ministry.

Fr. Ruben Tanseco consecrates the wine
at the February community celebration.
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Feb. 5, 2011 Community Celebration

Feb. 12, 2011
Pre-Valentine
Dinner-Dance
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Love-triangle
Sunday Homily

13 February 2011

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

Tomorrow is February 14!
Once and for all, let us de-
commercialize Valentine’s

Day and make it a God-centered
celebration, as it should be. After all, the
St. Valentine of history was one who loved
God totally and refused to renounce his
faith, for which reason he was beaten and
beheaded in 269 A.D. under the rule of
the Roman Emperor Claudius II. By
offering his own life, Valentine proved
himself as a true lover of the God of Love,
his valentine. God’s valentine was St.
Valentine, and St. Valentine’s valentine
was God. And so it is with each one of
us.

What, then, is the meaning of this
Valentine celebration between sweet-
hearts and married couples? No less
than a love-triangle, the only love-triangle
that does not end in disaster but in
heaven. Boyfriend, girlfriend, and God.
Husband, wife, and God. Let us try to
understand this in a deeper, psycho-
spiritual way.

Within each one of us is what is
referred to as a “celibate center.” There
is a sense of incompleteness and a
yearning for the Godhead. In other words,
every human person has as his/her
deepest need and longing the desire to
“marry God,” to be completed by God in
order to find lasting happiness. One’s
spouse is the human representation of
that instinctive desire for God. In fact,
the ecstatic climax of the marital love-
act is an experience of mutual self-
abandonment and no less than a mystical
experience, as the spiritual writer, M.
Scott Peck, describes it. Husband, wife,
and God. Thus, we can clearly

understand why marital infidelity is
against God’s design for the love-triangle
of marriage.

Going back to St. Valentine, what
about the life of a contemporary priest
or nun? How is this love-triangle
experienced? The professional
celibate’s spouse is God’s people, the
human community, plural. The priest or
nun, the human community, and God.
Is this spiritual polygamy?! Take this
Sister who is so devoted in taking care
of ill patients in a hospital. Or take that
Priest who risks his life by picketing with
laborers in a just strike. Consider all the
Priests and Sisters who spend their lives
serving God’s people, their valentines.
The unpublicized Mother Teresas and
Don Boscos of our time.

The language of the heart. This is
what today’s Gospel reading is all
about, whether you are a lay person, a
cleric, or a nun. Quoting from our
“Sambuhay” for today, “Mere observance
of God’s law does not make us His true
followers...  Only a heart transformed
can measure up to the challenge of
Jesus.” Beyond sweethearts and
married couples are God’s people, the
human community, the nation. This is
indeed God’s valentine on the
community level. All of us are God’s
valentines. Another love-triangle: I, the
community, and God. It is in this context
that I want to refer now to our living
heroine, Heidi Mendoza.

At the risk of her own life and that
of her dear family, this former state
auditor revealed the corruption among
the top brass of the military. What
motivated her to do this? Nothing less
than her love for God and God’s people.
In her own words, she made that
courageous decision “for the benefit of
the ordinary soldiers and our people…
What I am saying is I just did what is
right, what should be done… It is my
sole conviction and it is a response of
my call as a Christian and as an auditor
of the republic.” This has resulted in a
ripple effect that inspires others to do
likewise.

Last February 4, a rally and noise
barrage in support of Mendoza was held
in front of the Ateneo de Manila
University, where her husband Meynardo

proclaimed that his wife’s fight was “not
hers alone but the fight of every Filipino.”
No less than a God-inspired conviction.
Ang ating sariling bayan, ang kaisa-isang
bayan na ipinagkatiwala sa atin ng
Panginoon, ang pinakamamahal nating
Pilipinas, anupa’t ito na nga ang ating
valentine.

Let me end with what has been
attributed to our late Jesuit Father
General, Fr. Pedro Arrupe, SJ:

Nothing is more practical than
Finding God, that is, than
FALLING IN LOVE
In a quite absolute, final way.
What you are in love with,
What seizes your imagination,
Will affect everything.
It will decide
What will get you out of bed in
     the morning,
What you do with your evenings,
How you spend your weekends,
What you read, who you know,
What breaks your heart,
And what amazes you with joy
     and gratitude.
Fall in love, stay in love,
And it will decide everything.

Happy Valentine to all of you!
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COUNCIL CORNEREDITORIAL

Continuing the work of Christmas
Tina Mossesgeld, Cana BCGG

When we joined Magis Deo 20 years ago, we made a
decision to stay in the community. We decided to attend
seminars and teachings for our spiritual growth. We agreed
to participate in the  activities that needed our service and
God-given talents, and share our resources. These were
our commitments. We headed different ministries in the
past, and CSM is the latest. This was God’s plan for us.

Fast forward to 2011: What is CSM all about? The
Community Service Ministry is in charge of activities like
the monthly Community Celebration, Valentine dinner/
dance, the Magis Cup (golf tournament), Couples’ Night,
Sports Fest, Family Day, publications, and various fund
raising activities. The Magis Choir is also part of CSM; they
share their singing talents at every community gathering,
and at wakes. Their recently concluded pre-Valentine
concert/show was a success, with part of the proceeds
going to the Magis Home fund.

With the support of the other Magis Deo ministries,
CSM brings the community together, involving members
and their families in bonding activities. The CSM is headed
by Miles and Evelyn San Pedro and is composed of many
hard working and dedicated members who contribute to
the success of events.

At last month’s Ministry Job Fair, it was overwhelming
to know that CSM had the most number of members who
signed up. This means that many want to actively take part
in planning, preparing for, and conducting the forthcoming
quarterly scheduled activities. It takes a lot of creative minds
to go into the details of each activity. The new members’
support will bring new ideas and support to the tasks at
hand.

This March, CSM is sponsoring the community
celebration and will introduce the first Wellness Program
in our community. Through the generosity of Slimmer’s
World where our member Agnes Tumaneng has been the
Nutritionist for over 20 years, this program aims to provide
awareness of proper nutrition, diet and exercise.

CSM means not only service, but being Committed
and Selfless Members.

Serving Magis Deo for the past many years has become
our way of life. It is by God’s grace that we are inspired and
driven to offer ourselves to serve. There were times we
wanted to take a leave because of business and personal
concerns, but we are always led back to the path of service.
We are thankful to God for our children who are aware of
our role as a family in Magis Deo. They too, know that their
service is needed; whether to be an altar server during
celebrations, to share their dancing talent, or simply to
assist in decorating the venues for community events. We
are with our families where the action is, “As for me and my
household, we will serve the Lord.”

Magis Deo… more for God!

“When the song of the angel is stilled, when the star in the
sky is gone, when the kings and princes are home, when the
shepherds are back with their flocks, the work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost, to heal the brokenhearted, to feed the hungry, to
release the prisoners, to rebuild the nation, to bring peace to others,
to make music with the heart…” (The Work of Christmas from
Vespers 4 by Hangad).

Christmas may seem like a long time ago but this meaningful
text reminds us that Christmas is not simply a seasonal celebration.
Christmas is a way of life that each Christian family and couple is
called to practice. It is a way of life that is focused on being like
Jesus who became one of us and proclaimed his mission as servant
leader – to be one with those who have less in life, to be
compassionate, to heal brokenness, and to bring peace to a world
that is divided.

As we move forward in 2011 with optimism, we still need to be
aware of the signs of the times and determine how we should
respond to make a difference and live out the spirit of Christmas.

As we applaud the 7% growth achieved in 2010, we are grateful
that economic conditions have indeed improved in the country,
although still shaky in other parts of the world. However, the picture
is not as rosy as we may think. Prices of commodities and utilities
have gone up or will go up. And once again we ask ourselves the
question: Where are the poor in all of these? For these are the
people we must care for if we are to be true to Christmas and what
it stands for.

Our outreach in the mission areas of GK Multinational, Pateros
and Payatas as well as in other marginalized communities has
achieved much. The Suyuans, Buhay Espiritual Magasawa and
other programs have made a difference in the lives of hundreds of
families.

Yet there is so much more to be done serving others which,
ultimately, is serving God. Magis Deo. We need to prayerfully
reflect on what are our dreams for ourselves, our families, our
community and our country. What are God’s hopes for us? What
is He calling us to? What do we need to do to make those hopes
come true and respond to God’s invitation? These are some of the
more important questions we need to ask. Then we must act on
our discernment with renewed commitment as Christian families
and as members of Magis Deo who live lives of service and sharing.

The other area we, as individuals and as families, must be
involved is in helping the current administration to transform society
by “courageously advocating honesty, integrity, and social justice
in government, business, and community life” to quote our Spiritual
Director, Fr. Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ, who continuously reminds us
about being families for others. This is not an easy involvement but
one that is part of our Christian responsibility for nation building.

Let us all pray that in 2011, all of us, through Magis Deo will be
a more effective instrument of God in bringing his transforming love
to our fellow countrymen and our nation. Let us put our reflection
and prayer into action by committing to serve in at least one ministry
in Magis Deo, so that together, as a community, we continue the
work of Christmas.

Serving the Magis way
Leony & Mia Parada

Council / Community Service Ministry Overseer
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EDSA 1986:
A Magis Deo Marriage

Magis Deo was born out of the political
tensions of EDSA, February 22-25, 1986.
Our spirituality has always had love of
country as one of its centerposts, together
with love of God and love for the poor. This
love is expressed through the CPPJ
seminar, which ironically is one of the most
poorly attended seminars of our Formation
programs. One wonders, does this mean
the story of the marriage of Magis Deo and
EDSA I is over, doomed to fade into a story
remembered only by the old ones who
formed the first three BCGGs in 1986?

Not so. In one BCGG meeting this year,
a sharing from a relatively new member
who wanted to remain anonymous was
made. Now, BCGG, you know who you are!
Remember, you were asked to SILENCE!

Flashback. February 22, 1986 the
mutiny of Ramos and Enrile was
announced and Cardinal Sin called the
people to come to EDSA and defend Camp
Aguinaldo. “These people are our friends,”
he said. The people came. Then Marcos
sent out the tanks, and we thought all was
finished. But the tanks were stopped, by
people and nuns and rosaries and flowers.
Sunday, Feb. 23 saw an impasse,
government forces in tanks surrounded by
a sea of people, by women reaching out to
touch the hands of soldiers “Talaga mo
bang papatayin ako?” And the soldiers
looked up, down, but their guns were
pointed at the sky not the people.

It was a time when it was not yet clear
what was going to happen – the tanks were
stopped, but it could easily turn into a

bloodbath. A community of Chinese-Filipino
families met to discuss what they were
going to do. They had already been
targeted many times by the dictatorship,
and were understandably cautious. One
proposal was to send out food and tents
and support to the people out in the streets,
but to remain in the sidelines. Then one
young man, now a Magis Deo member,
spoke up. These were his words, 25 years
ago:

“These are all logical, good
arguments. They are very sound and it is
difficult to find fault or error in them. But
today I speak not from any rule of logic but
from the heart.

“Like most of us I was born here. I grew
up a child of this country. Like many of you
I went to school here, to be the child of two
cultures, at times uncertain of my role, my
place in this country, in the Philippines.

“But I live here. I will be married here. I
will have children here and my grand-
children will grow up here. I will die and be
buried here.

“The people out there are there
because of people like us. They are there
at EDSA for you and for me. And I believe
that as one who has a share in his country’s
future, as one who is concerned about the
welfare of our children as others are for
theirs. I feel and believe I have an obliga-
tion to be there. I have a duty to share the fate
they must face, whatever that fate may be.

“Therefore, I am for our being there at
EDSA, just as those people out there are
in EDSA are there for me, doing this for the
future of a country that has given us so
much, and to whom we are now being
asked to give part of ourselves. I say we go
to EDSA, and stay there come what may!”

A deafening silence. Then an even
more deafening burst of cheers in Chinese,
Tagalog, English. Then, one of the older
leaders turned the blackboard around and
showed the “battle plans” where to pitch
their tents, who to handle this, who in
charge of what, how to secure the place,
how to evacuate the women and children if
the worst should happen in the highway of
EDSA. They went out to EDSA, whole
families, women and children included, to
stand up and be counted as families for
others.

There is hope for the marriage of Magis
Deo and EDSA, as long as there are
Filipinos, Chinese, Muslim and Ibaloi
families, who choose to stand united, and
love the country God has given us.

Written Feb. 25, 2011.
For Magis Deo, born to love our country.
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Catholic Christian Outreach
leads to a religious vocation

Angel José is taking her first steps on the path to the religious
life.  As the New Year dawned, the 22-year-old  Filipina entered
the monastery in Mission of the Order of Saint Clare (Poor Clares).
She was attracted to the contemplative life because of the nuns’
“simple life of joy, gratitude, deep communion with God, total
dependence on His providence, and, most especially, their Gospel
life of poverty.”

José was raised in a home “filled with love and joy,” she told
The B.C. Catholic shortly before leaving for Mission. Her parents
Gary and Joy surrounded her and her three younger sisters with
an atmosphere of daily prayer and an awareness of the love of
God. The siblings were taught to show Christian charity and deep
compassion towards their neighbours from a young age. In her
family, “the Christian virtues were practised every day.”

The values planted in her heart by God through her parents,
José noted, “continued to grow throughout 12 years of Catholic
education. The Missionary Sisters Servants of the Holy Spirit, a
congregation founded by St. Arnold Janssen, were her teachers
for elementary school while she attended high school under the
supervision of the Religious of the Assumption founded by St.
Marie Eugenie Milleret.  Both congregations emphasized
practising works of charity on behalf of the poor and marginalized.

Soon after she graduated from high school, the José family
moved to Canada. Her adopted country provided José with the
opportunity to learn more about Catholic Church teaching, and
she became eager to learn how to deepen her faith. When she
arrived at Simon Fraser University to pursue studies in cell and
molecular biology, José discovered the campus had a group
called Catholic Christian Outreach (CCO). It was, she later said,
“a revelation. I was able to make friends with many young adults
who genuinely love God and practise the Catholic faith of their
own free will. This was very new and inspiring to me because,
although I grew up in a Catholic country, I felt that most young
Filipinos practised the faith because that was what our parents
taught us to do.”

Still feeling immature in her spiritual understanding, José
became determined to learn how to be a better Catholic with the
help of CCO. Something unexpected began to happen. As she
involved herself more and more in daily prayer, José felt
increasingly drawn to a religious vocation. ”After spending
countless hours in prayer, I couldn’t help but be overwhelmed by
His infinite goodness and mercy in choosing to become a man to
show us His immeasurable love, and then leaving us His Church
to guide and sustain us in our journey back to Him,” she said.

Her faith began to grow like a plant reaching up to the
sunshine. She felt nourished by the faith of her childhood taught
to her so lovingly by her parents and grateful for her new spiritual
understanding which had come from her connection to CCO.
”I felt that God was watering the seeds that He had planted in me
through the years. Slowly but surely, the desire grew in my heart to
love Him alone in a special way. I wanted to dedicate myself to

Him, to serve His people, to offer my life up as a sacrifice for all
those who do not love Him and are in danger of being separated
from Him forever through sin.”

José realized that religious life would allow her to be united
to the sufferings and joys of all people through a life of prayer and
sacrifice. “As beautifully expressed by St. Clare of Assisi, ̀ I want to
give myself TOTALLY to Him who gave Himself TOTALLY for my
love.’ I recognized that union with God for me demanded no less
than consecration to the religious life. The radical life of a nun -
her complete dedication to Christ and the chance to be a visible
witness to God’s love and the eternal life to come - became my
desire.”

By Laureen McMahon
Friday, 14 January 2011
The B.C. Catholic

Gary and Joy José are from ME 71. They were active not only
as team couple in one of the ME weekends but also as team
family in the Christian Parenting for Peace and Justice. Their fam-
ily migrated to Canada in June 2005 and since then have contin-
ued to serve in their local church and the Archdiocese of Vancouver.

 They are blessed with four daughters who have been active
with the Magis Youth and are now very active in their chosen voca-
tions. Angel, their eldest,  has joined the Poor Clares, a cloistered
contemplative congregation in Mission, British Columbia. Their
twins – Abbey is finishing her degree at the University of Calgary
and is active with the Catholic Christian Outreach, a campus min-
istry for Catholic students; Poy is starting her second degree in
education while being active with an ecumenical group called
University Christian Outreach. Mia, the youngest, finished Culi-
nary Arts and is working for the Opus Dei centers where she is
actively involved with their ministry for teenagers and children.

 Gary and Joy thank Magis Deo for the community formation
that have taught them to always put faith into action. They send
their love and prayers to all. - RCD

Best friends Angel José
(right) and Ashley Wan are
entering religious life. Ashley
is joining the Missionaries
of Charity, while Angel is join-
ing the Poor Clares.

This article of Laureen
McMahon was featured in
The B.C. Catholic, a publica-
tion of the Archdiocese of
Vancouver.
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1st S  Stewardship
     2nd S   Simplicity

    3rd S   Sharing
   4th S   Service
         5th S   Saya

  6th S  Sama-Sama

No, we are not changing the core
values of Magis Deo, the 4 S’s that we all
espouse and try to live out. But yes, we are
suggesting that we unofficially adopt two
more S’s that we think we all need to
progress with the first four.

The 5th S is “SAYA,” meaning joy. “Saya”
allows us to celebrate life, love, friendship,
the milestones in our lives… even amidst
the trials and pain we experience. “Saya”
makes the ordinary pleasures of life such
as food and music enjoyable… even in
simplicity. “Saya” causes our hearts to
overflow with gladness and gratitude for
the many blessings we continue to receive
from the Lord, and to want to share them
with others… even in the face of physical,
financial, or other obstacles. For our God
is a joyful Giver and He wants to see us
ma-SAYA!

The 6th S is “SAMA-SAMA,” meaning,
together, collectively one. “Sama-sama”
implies a sense of belonging, bonding,
fellowship, friendship, companionship,
walang iwanan. In good and not-so-good
times, we stand with and by each other. We
pray together, work together, celebrate
together, cry together.

Last November at an international
peace awards dinner, we met a retired
judge who proudly introduced herself as a
long-standing member of an international
civic club that is well-known and in
operation around the world. The lone
Filipino awardee that night belongs to the
same civic club, so many of the guests were
his friends from that club. They had all
come to rally behind him and say, “You do
us proud!” The lady explained that in this
club, the members meet every week and
once a month for fellowship. Every week?!?!
Yes, every week, because it is their regular
coming together that binds them and
propels them to undertake projects in their
communities, and in other communities

even across the seas. (If you go to the club’s
website, you will appreciate the magnitude
of the many projects the different clubs
around the world do.) The lady was both
proud and happy that she has been able to
“serve beyond self” by being a member of
this club.

Magis Deo is by no means the size of
the international club we mentioned, but
we see similarities, primarily in our mission
to serve others, our togetherness, our joyful
giving beyond self. In Magis Deo, we have
many opportunities to be “sama-sama” –
our ten reunions after the ME weekend, our
weekly BCGG meetings, our monthly
interfaces, our monthly community
celebrations, our retreats (even in silence
and solitude), our developmental
workshops, our planning sessions, our
meetings, our outreach activities, our golf
tournament, our dancing nights, our
outings… the list goes on. And in all these
opportunities to be “sama-sama,” there is
“saya,” even if there is also an element of
self-sacrifice. Self-sacrifice or the giving of
self is what makes “saya” talagang
masaya.

We had our ME weekend in November
1998 and just coasted along, not really
getting involved for about three years. We
faithfully attended our BCGG meetings but
had difficulty showing up at the community
celebrations. “Eh wala naman tayong kilala
doon!”, Anchit would say, to which I would
retort, “Eh kung hindi tayo pupunta,
talagang wala tayong  makikilala sa
community!” And so that was how we got
started attending the community
celebrations… and through the years, we
have been blessed to meet and make
friends with many members of the
community. (We have many more to go!)
Through Anchit’s devotion to taking photos
in community activities, we have been able
to match names with faces. And as he

classifies names and faces into ME
classes and BCGGs to build some kind of
membership database with photos, we
have learned the numbers of the ME
classes and the names of BCGGs, which
sectors they belong to, who their
shepherds and alternate shepherds are,
even some personal data about the
members. Now, we look forward to
interfaces, and there is little resistance, if
at all, to attending other meetings and
activities where our presence can help
make a difference. I (Sally) am an introvert
but I have learned to beso-beso without
feeling embarrassed, rather, with a sincere
joy to be with the other.

Last Saturday, the Praxis Ministry
hosted a fellowship for all shepherds,
ministry and committee heads, and their
alternates. Fifty-four came. Apart from the
seriousness of the Mass, the dinner and
two games were pure “saya.” The first
game got all 6 to 8 members of six groups
entangled with twisted arms and hands,
involved in getting out of the twists, smiling,
and laughing. The 54 who came surely did
not know everyone in the room but went
home that night knowing 52 or 53. Now
when there is a call for community
celebration, interface, Suyuan, or other
activity, we are sure that it will be easier to
say “Yes!” because of the friendships
made.

At the Praxis fellowship, Anchit
encouraged everyone with “sama-sama
tayo, walang iwanan!” It is our hope and
our prayer that in joyful friendship and
companionship, we in Magis Deo can do
MORE for others. Mas magaan magsilbi,
at masarap mag-serve (borrowing Djarn
Pestaño’s Outreach battle cry) kapag
sama-sama tayo!

Anchit & Sally Chua Chiaco
Chaircouple / John BCGG

Community Advisory
Sama-sama tayo!

All members are requested to reserve
all their FIRST SATURDAYS of the
months in 2011 for the community cel-
ebration.

All community celebrations will start
with registration at 4:00 P.M. and an-
ticipated Mass at 4:30 P.M. A talk or fel-
lowship activity will follow thereafter.

Any changes in schedule will be ad-
vised accordingly.
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Our close friends Rey & Lucy Mella
have been inviting us the past 5 years to
attend the Marriage Encounter Weekend
(MEW). Although my wife Yang has been
wanting to go, I was reluctant because I
felt it was just for couples in need of help
in their marriage. Of course, I was wrong.

Last May 2010, from out of the blue
Lucy asked me, “So, when will you attend
an ME Weekend?” Without any
hesitation, I said, “When is the next one?”
Lucy got a registration form from her bag
(Whew, she was ready!) and we filled it
up right there and then. And so we
attended the June 11-13, 2010 MEW. We
know that God was there with us during
that moment of decision and we will
forever be grateful to Rey & Lucy for their
love and persistence. God’s timing is
always perfect!

Attending the MEW was all that
mattered to me but leading our group was
another thing. During our MEW Sunday
lunch, ME Ministry Heads Tito Ike & Tita
Josie Llamas assigned us to be the lead
coordinators of our batch! I told myself:
if we will be lead coordi-nators, we had
to be present in all reunions and

meetings. This, I was not ready to
commit because of our busy schedule.
But something inside encouraged me to
accept this  very important and valuable
role. I believe God was telling us, “It’s time!”
This was the beginning of our service to God
as a couple.

At our first reunion we were intro-
duced to our Shepherd couples Ramie
& Mimi Santos and Leony & Mia Parada,
whom we now consider our mentors.
These shepherds’ leadership, love,
patience and perseverance paved the
way to get us more involved and fall in
love with the community.

Our preparations for ME Class 104
went smoothly. We expected more than
20 couples including 2 couples over-
seas. There was even a point when the
mumber of recruits reached 27 couples!

Yang and I were tasked to head the
Recruitment & Secretariat. Honestly, we
didn’t have any idea how the weekend
would go. I just thought it would be cool
to ring the bell and take photos. The
weekend for us was all fun! There was a
lot of work but God’s presence was so
strong that everything just fell in place.

From 18 couples in our own ME
Class 101, we were down to 7 couples
during reunions, and over the spon-
sorship weekend, we were only 5
couples and 2 ladies (without their
husbands). We wished there were more
but God gave us the strength and the
provision to perform and accomplish all
our tasks. He gave us Ed & Riza Torres
who headed the food committee and set-
up the beautiful Valentine’s dinner venue
for our dear 19 couples. God gave Yang,
who is very shy, the strength and courage
to sing lovely songs during the romantic
dinner and the energy to finish the class
directory on time. Eloy & Tess del
Rosario are God’s gift too -   they brought
a lot of food so we were always filled with
carbohydrates and protein while serving
as auxiliaries. He gave Dan Bonuel and
me the eye to capture beautiful photos
so that the couples could instantly bring
home a soft copy of their MEW
memories. God gave us professionals like
Des Bonuel who is a nurse to watch over
our health and blood pressure, and an
accountant in the person of Linalu Rivera
to take care of and balance our finances.

Finding joy in serving God and others
A reflection on our 8-month journey in Magis Deo and the ME 104 Weekend
Ojay & Yang Reantaso, ME Class 101

Continued on page 10
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February 11 to 13, 2011 was a
memorable and much-awaited event not
only for me and my hubby, but for all of us
from ME Class 101. Shepherded by Ramie
& Mimi Santos and Leony & Mia Parada,
we had the privilege of sponsoring ME
Class 104. This was an opportunity for us
to give back what we have been blessed
with. In the cold Tagaytay weather, we felt
the chill and the excitement.

Our candidates started coming in and
reached 19 couples. It was a meaningful
and successful ME weekend. Our team
was happy and in high spirits. From the
first to the last day, I personally felt God
working with us and on us. He helped and
intervened so we could finish our
responsibilities and tasks in time. Some
stressful and tiring moments arose, but we
kept cool and maintained happy
dispositions, knowing we were serving God
in a special way, and we put God at the
center of everything. I saw and felt the
brotherhood and camaraderie among us,
and we were blessed with shepherds who
guided us.

Sponsoring a weekend is a
meaningful, priceless and unforgettable
experience where we made a big difference

God’s love during the sponsorship of ME 104
Making every effort to maintain the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace
Dan & Desiree Bonuel, ME Class 101

in other people’s lives. The weekend was
part of the continuing formation in the
spiritual  life-long journey of every couple
and their families. It taught and gave us not
only responsibility, wisdom and experience;
it also brought out our compassionate and
loving hearts, healthy bonding and
brotherhood, and a deeper commitment to
Ignatian spirituality. We will never forget the
memories. All went home with  light hearts
and nourished rela-tionships, first and
foremost with God. I can only smile as I
write this reflection and remember that day
with overwhelming pleasure and a sense
of fulfillment.

Some scenes from the MEW.  Meet the shep-
herds and auxies (below, L to R): Eddie & Riza
Torres, Dan & Des Bonuel, Ramie & Mimi
Santos, Ike & Josie Llamas, Leony & Mia
Parada, Ojay & Yang Reantaso, Eloy & Tess
del Rosario, Jay Dikit, Jovelyn Joaquin and
Linalu Rivera. Not in photo: Yolly Dikit.
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He gave us Jay & Yolly Dikit and Jovelyn
Joaquin to pray for the couples during the
weekend. There were energy, initiative and
pure synergy in our team led by our loving
Shepherds! It would have not been
possible without God’s loving presence!

Our memorable moments:

I fell asleep on four monobloc chairs
and shepherd Leony slept on manila paper
while we waited for Yang to finish printing
the directory at 4 am.

We then went to bed 4:30 am. I was
awakened at 6:15 am by a voice singing
Come Holy Spirit in another room (Rm
209… who could that be?). I could clearly
hear the singing and I think it was the
Holy Spirit telling me to get up and start
working!

Dancing and singing in front of the
participants were tasks I didn’t intend to

do at all. The funny thing is, every time
the music ministry played the guitar and
the auxies started singing and dancing
with pure energy and enthusiasm, I
would excitedly sing and dance too. The
19 couples obviously enjoyed this part.
My best friend from Guam, whom I have
never seen dance, was dancing and
enjoying the moment. I am confident it
was because God was also dancing and
singing with all of us!

The Valentine’s dinner was most
memorable. With tables beautifully set
up for this romantic night with matching
rope lights on the floor to set the mood,
we started the candlelight dinner with a
prayer and a special audio-visual
presentation featuring the 19 couples.
Later, the auxies served plated dinners
to the couples, and that lovely night ended
with the couples sweet-dancing while Magis’
Domeng & Zarah Gagatiga serenaded them.
Love was indeed in the air!

The most moving part of the MEW
was when we sang the Song of Ruth.
Fr. Allan explained that it was a song of
deciding to love and to be with one’s
spouse no matter what happens, until the
end of time! While we were singing with
our hands over the heads of the couples
who were praying for each other, we
deeply felt God’s compassion, forgive-
ness and unconditional love.

One of God’s special gifts to ME
101 and ME 104 was Fr. Allan Abuan.
He effectively (and in a very funny but
inspiring way) brought the message
across to the participants and to us
auxies. Our couple friends from Guam
and Singapore were so inspired and
moved that they are now planning to
bring Magis Deo to their respective
countries. Wow… Magis Deo
International!

NEWSBITS  /  ANNOUNCEMENTSNEWSBITS / ANNOUNCEMENTS Magis Deo Cup         Leo Soliman

This year’s community golf tournament, Magis
Deo Cup 2, is now a go. Philippine Navy Golf Club
will again play host to our annual affair on April 28,
2011. Tee time: 6:00 – 8:00 a.m. Tickets are P2,500.

More and bigger prizes have been lined up for this
much-awaited event, and a feast will be served at the
awarding ceremonies. Our resident emcee Wilson Go
will provide lively and wacky entertainment; he will be
joined by Lady Gaga, if she will waive her talent fee.
Ha, ha.

For the first time we will have a team competition
format. North, Central and South Sectors will compete
against each other. No limit on the number of players
but only the best three net scores of each sector will
count. Sector heads, entice your players to join and
have more chances to win. With your indulgence, the
Community Service Ministry (CSM) members shall
make kulit for ticket sales, donations and/or
sponsorships. Let’s join hands and try to top last year’s
take.

We encourage members to invite players (friends,
relatives, officemates, schoolmates, FBmates, etc.)
outside our community to join. The more the merrier,
di ba? Who knows, we might find potential recruits for
our June ME weekend.

And to our valued and generous patrons, once
again we knock on your kind hearts for sponsorship(s)
to our annual fund raising event. Your continued support
serves as our inspiration for worthy endeavors.

Sixty shepherds and alternate shepherds attended Eva Galvey’s
teaching on the stages and movements of religious and spiritual
development.

Finding joy... continued from page 8

Continued on page 15

Wanted:
Servant-leaders for
key Ministry and

Committee postions!
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SCENES AND SIGNS OF FAITH

Clyde D. Abapo, Jeremiah BCGG

Tree planting record broken
in the Philippines

Speedy tree planting may be the answer to the world's
dwindling forest problem. Last February 24, 2011, over 64,000
trees were planted in 15 minutes, breaking the world record for
the most trees planted simultaneously.

The Independent reports that almost 7,000 people helped to
plant saplings in Camarines Sur. The planting was part of a
government-backed program aiming to plant 12 million trees in
the region's logged forests. Forests in the Philippines are
considered to be one of the ten most threatened forests in the
world.

Would one person go to the forest to plant a tree(s)?  If he
does, how long would it take him to plant 64,000 trees?

But with 6,999 other people, there can be 64,000 saplings
that will grow into trees to make the forest alive again, and only in
15 minutes!

There is power in numbers.  Maraming magagawa kapag
sama-sama!

Early morning of Sunday February 6th,
we were ready to go to two bazaars we
were scheduled to participate in – one in
The Fort and the other in Legaspi Park,
Makati. Everything was prepared the day
before, without missing the Magis
Community activity with the anticipated
Eucharistic celebration.

Here is what transpired that
memorable Sunday:

Stress # 1:  We were supposed to
leave at 5 AM but couldn’t because our
worker did not show up on time. I had to go
down to the workshop and wake him up. I
was clearly more than annoyed and I
raised my voice at him. He had no
explanation why he couldn’t keep track of
time.

Stress # 2: Upon arriving at The Fort,
the nearest road to the bazaar area was
blocked and manned by security
personnel. They prohibited us from
passing through as there was a fun run
going on. We were told to go and request
permission to gain entry from other routes.
We did as told but we were always turned

down. I was losing my patience and starting
to get mad. As we went back to the first
entry point to try our luck again, we silently
prayed that the security guard and traffic
enforcer would understand our
predicament. True enough, our request
was granted.

Stress # 3: Unloading the goods was
easy, but setting up was quite difficult due
to the tight space allotment. After setting
up, I went back to the car. Inside I saw the
mess of articles and props intended for
the next bazaar. This negligence once
again caused my blood pressure to shoot
up; I kept thinking that the fragile items
would get damaged during the travel to the
next bazaar. In my anger, harsh words
flowed from my mouth as I instructed our
worker to re-arrange the goods and secure
them. Closing the car door, my forefinger
got caught. The cut was deep and the
bleeding did not stop until I got first-aid
treatment. This incident made me decide
to forgo the other bazaar.

Stress # 4: This is actually more of a
disappointment rather than a stress. In
spite of the heavy traffic of people, our sales
were way below target. Customers came
to the bazaar to eat, not to buy handicraft.

While nursing my hand injury, I
gathered my thoughts as to what lessons
could be learned from the incident. The
following come to mind:

A Stressful
Sunday

♦ I am as human as anybody else – with
shortcomings and imperfections.
There are circumstances beyond our
control and therefore we must learn
to accept them. Sometimes divine
intervention is needed. I clearly felt
this when the security personnel
finally let us through.

♦ Anger makes us lose control of our
senses. It can make us hurt other
people’s feelings and make us suffer
physically and emotionally. My finger
injury captured this awful truth.

♦ Compassion is stil l a universal
human trait. I realized that my worker
had not eaten anything since he woke
up. When everything got settled, I gave
him money to buy food, after which he
was able to rest a bit as well.

♦ Frustration, disappointment, and
failure are inevitable. Many times
these bring us down and we need a
lot of spiritual muscle to stay on.
Prayer is our source of grace and
strength.

♦ Spirituality is a work-in-progress. It
defines our relationship with God and
people. During the seminar on
shepherding, I learned about
movements and stages of spirituality.
The episode above has helped me
identify where I am in my spiritual
journey.
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The beginning of the year was hectic for the Magis Deo Choir.
God has been good to us and our harvest plenty; He gave us
energy to do more! In a short span of time, He has moved us to
have an outreach at a geriatric home, hold a dinner-dance, and
fulfill our commitments: prayerful singing at the Harana, at
community celebrations and at wake masses. 

We thank You, O Lord for inspiring us to be Magis in action.
Continue to help us in our mission to add more meaning and
substance to our songs of praise (Spirituality) and grace
(Simplicity) and reaching out through music (Stewardship and
Sharing - the balm of our soul).

I asked four choir members share their insights on activities
since 2011 started. Let’s sing more for the Lord!

  

Outreach at EMMAUS House
Boy dela Peña, Exodus BCGG

The Magis Deo Choir brought cheer and joy to the aged of
EMMAUS House of Apostolate in Malolos City last January 16,
2011.  EMAUS is a home for 75 abandoned elderly persons. The
Choir provided music and joined them in their Sunday mass.
Sensing the strong faith and devotion of these wheelchair-bound
or frail and bent residents is a very humbling experience.  After
donating some basic needs like soap, diapers and shavers, we
were given a tour of the quarters.

After the visit to EMMAUS, we went to historic landmarks like
the Barasoain Church and Calle Kamestisuhan. Most of the 21
“Women of Malolos” who wrote Jose Rizal in 1887 about their
difficulties in establishing a Spanish language night school, lived
in Calle Kamestisuhan. Along the way, we passed by the smoked
fish processing area at Bulakan, and then headed for an authentic
Filipino lunch at the house of Boy and Kit dela Peña at Camino
Real.  It was a very fulfilling experience for the Magis Deo Choir.

Sing, praise and love 
Alice Go, Beatitudes BCGG

Sing to the Lord! This new BCGG commissioned last 5
February 2011 is composed mostly of members of the Magis
Deo Choir. Mon and I, being the head of the choir and shepherd
of this BCGG, are very happy that this BCGG will not only sing,
praise and serve others; we will also be able to uplift our spiritual
growth through our sharings. The BCGG members are Kit & Nancy
Palmario (Alternate Shepherd), Rey & Nitz Eslava, Fe & Rollie
Garcia, Manny & Leslie Gatchalian, Suni Rodriguez and Flor
Pison, and they meet weekly before the Choir practice.

We are very thankful to our almighty God for forming this
prayer group. We will be able to do more for God.

 ”As Jesus taught us to pray, I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will have the light of life and will never walk
in darkness. Just so, your light must shine before others, so that
they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.”

More (musical)
notes
Noyet Gatchalian
Sing to the Lord BCGG

The choir in Malolos, during the outreach at EMMAUS house.

Pre-Valentine Dinner-Dance
Nancy Palmario, Sing to the Lord BCGG

On February 12, 2011, the Magis Deo Choir hosted a pre-
Valentine dinner-dance party at the Acropolis Greens
Clubhouse. Instead of the usual invocation prayer, the affair
started with a video of The Prayer followed by the singing of
Lupang Hinirang (led by Maestro Jerry Olaguer) and the
opening remarks of Council Chaircouple Anchit and Sally Chua
Chiaco.

Everybody enjoyed the affair.  The dinner catered by La Comida
was mouth-wateringly excellent; there was a bottle of wine for
each table, and two lechons courtesy of some ultra-generous
choir members.  The D’Flashbacks band provided the sounds
(the dance floor was never empty); we gave out roses to the ladies,
and raffled off 40 prizes. The top prize was a gift certificate for 3
days/2 nights accommodations for 4 at the Boracay Grand Vista
Resort and Spa. We had 6 dance instructors so everyone had a
chance to dance the night away. We even had 2 cages (circa 70’s
kasi ang theme). Nung una nagkakahiyaan pa so Kit and I took a
cage each at humirit ng maski-pops.

The members of the new BCGG, Sing to the Lord, are commis-
sioned during the February community celebration..

Continued on page 13
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Clockwise from top: 1. The Magis Choir entertains the community
and guests with an acapella number at the dinner-dance they
organized.  Part of the funds raised went to the Magis Home Fund.
2. Two song titles come to mind: “Help!” by the Beatles and “I
wanna be free” by the Monkees. 3. and 4. Tangoing and waltzing
the night away. 5. D’Flashbacks provided the Rock ‘n Roll and
disco music for the evening.

The choir sang 3 songs after dinner - Ikaw ang Mahal
Ko, When I Fall in Love, and Umagang Kay Ganda. Doc Manny
Gatchalian invited several artists: Alfred Parungao and Rosario
Ducay danced the waltz and tango, Jun and Cathy Acampado
danced the Argentine tango, Nina (of ASAP) sang 2 songs, The
Dream Girls (composed of 6 fairly young and not so young females)
performed medleys of the Supremes and Earth, Wind and Fire.
Placadong placado – most of us could relate kasi siempre, era
natin yun. Then it was dance… dance… dance!

We’d like to think the affair was a smashing success. It
was a lot of hard work but well worth it when you see the
happy faces of our guests.

February the 13th
Mon Go, Beatitudes BCGG

In the morning of February 13, 2011, Alice and I were still
groggy from the smashing party “2 become 1” we had the
night before. The Valentine party was such a blast that we
had to gather strength to get out of bed and prepare for another
set of scheduled activities.

It was late in the morning when we went to the
Gatchalians’ place to rendezvous with other choir members.
There were 14 of us going to the ME weekend’s “Harana.”
Riding with us were Suni, Bert and Remy. In Manny’s vehicle
were Leslie, Nitz & Rey, Fe & Rollie, Ferdie, and Jerry. Au &
Berlin were already in Tagaytay.

It was already 12:30 pm when we left for Tagaytay so we
settled for burgers and fries to go because we were running
late. We managed to arrive on time despite our having to
look for the St. James Retreat Center as it was the first time
an ME Weekend was held there. 

While singing at the Harana we couldn’t help but reminisce
on our own ME weekend. Though tired, our love vows were
rekindled and reignited to be couples for the Lord. At 5:30
pm we headed back to Manila, not to go home, but to sing at
the wake of Mr. Mariano Apo, the father of choir member
Atoy Apo.

Along the way, Manny’s vehicle had a flat tire and my
vehicle had a leak in the transmission. Not having time for
dinner, we arrived starving and tired. Luckily, dinner was served
at the wake. Unfortunately, we were late for the mass so we
decided to sing the Rosario cantata. We got home around
11:30 pm dizzy and exhausted, but we were glad and light-
hearted as we had accomplished all of the day’s activities,
serving in the name of our Lord God.

Pre-Valentine... continued from page 12

The choir waits/prepares to sing
at the Harana for ME 104 at St.
James Center in Tagaytay.
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Rey Mella, Cana BCGG

SPIRITUAL TIDBITS AND HUMOR

Being grateful and being ordinary
I am an operations management per-

son. I have learned that when I want some-
thing done on a consistent basis, I have to
track it and report it. I believe that “what
gets measured gets done.” In our company
every department has a one-page sum-
mary of the key performance metrics that,
at a glance, shows targets and the actual
numbers in past and current quarters. We
also do department performance review
meetings to discuss how we are faring
against the targets and understand the
challenges that prevent us from hitting the
numbers. We define actions to mitigate
these so-called show stoppers.

____________

A few years back, I included in my
personal planning some numerical mea-
surement of my spiritual goals. While real-
izing that only God can truly and accurately
measure my spirituality and relationship
with Him, I still put some measurements
in my goals. I have at least 2 items – the
number of retreats I have to attend during
the year and the amount of money I am
budgeting for outreach and charity. With
limited resources, I plan the time and
money put into my spirituality improvement
activities. I believe that God will eventually
measure me in how much I have utilized
the gifts and blessings He has given me. I
believe in the message of the parable of
the talents.

____________

As I drove to work one morning, I re-
alized that I again forgot to kneel and pray
when I got up from bed. So I prayed while
driving. As always, it’s about my safety and
my family’s, and for my day to be blessed.
During this reflection, I also checked if I
had thanked the Lord for my busy and long
day the day before. That day started with
an early morning communications meet-
ing at 6:30AM, the start of the ISO14001
certification audit, a lunch meeting, another
big meeting, and ended with another big
communications meeting at 9PM. It was a
very long, busy and stressful day indeed. I
prayed for it at the start and I forgot to thank
Him after that.

____________

It dawned on me that I do not thank
the Lord enough. More than that, I don’t
thank Him enough to the tune of 70:30 –  I
ask and pray for something 70 times and I
thank Him only 30 times. And yet I get ev-
erything I pray for; some immediately, oth-
ers in time, still others in His time. Worse,
I preach and share with people that grati-
tude is one of the best forms of prayer. What
a shame. And so I now include in my
prayers and ask God to give me a grateful
heart at all times.

____________

A pastor asked a little boy if he said
his prayers every night.

“Yes sir,” the boy replied.

“And, do you always say them in the
morning, too?” the pastor asked.

“No sir,” the boy replied. “I ain’t scared
in the daytime.”

____________

Last year we launched our company’s
“incident and injury free” safety program. At
the commitment workshop in January, in
front of our leadership team I committed to
support the program and be held account-
able for my commitment and my actions
on safety. I also committed to make a per-
sonal change on safety. I have always driven
to work and back home at 120 KPH max for
most of my 30- to 45- minute trip and no
slower than 100KPH. I drive at those
speeds to meet my defined travel time. I
put a spiritual slant in my commitment to
drive safer and slower. After all, I am sure
God wants me to live long. Also, if I die from
an accident, it is not only my life that gets
affected but also the lives of my family. My
slowing down is a gift to my family.

____________

In his book 77 Habits of Highly Inef-
fective Christians, Chris Fabry shares Habit
No. 58, “Live a Safe Life.” Meaning, it is not
good to live safe life. He tells readers to
take risks in defending the faith, at minis-
tering to those with serious diseases, at
being persecuted because of one’s faith,
etc. Fabry espouses that an effective Chris-

tian should be willing to go out to the world,
in total surrender to God, to spread the faith
even in dangerous places without worry-
ing about one’s comfort (like saving up for
one’s nest egg, one’s golf game, etc.), to
take chances in serving people and not
withdrawing from people, and not making
self-preservation the most important thing.
He advises us – but phrased negatively in
the book – to reflect “in what ways can I
step out in faith and make my life more of
an adventure with God.”

____________

In a very rare experience, I was with
President Noynoy Aquino on two occa-
sions within a week. I am sure some cabi-
net members don’t get to meet the presi-
dent that frequently. (Laughter follows.)

I had the privilege of joining our
company’s leadership team in receiving
our Philippine Quality Association Level 2
Award from the president at Malacañang
in the last week of January. The following
week, my boss asked me to attend Biñan
City’s first anniversary celebration and sign
a memorandum of agreement with the city
to help set up a CSR project to make the
street lights (around the city hall annex
building) solar-powered. I shook the
president’s hand again. He smiled, even if
he never recognized or remembered me.
He remembers the name of my company,
of course.

I felt good and felt important.  But when
I apply this same situation with God, it’s
just the opposite and an entirely different
situation.

I can be with Him as often as I can,
without any reason, without protocols, on
any occasion. And He would notice and
remember me. After all He knows me. He
does not require me to be somebody for
me to come and meet Him. In my ordinari-
ness, God knows and welcomes me. Any-
time.

____________

He is a wise man who does not grieve
for the things which he has not, but rejoices
for those which he has.

– Epictetus
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AFTERTHOUGHTS

Zarah Gagatiga, Mt. Olivet BCGG

In the recently concluded Marriage
Encounter Weekend at St. James
Retreat Center in Tagaytay, I was

touched by the sight of an elderly couple
who attended the MEW. They were a
beautiful couple to look at. Both have
graying hair, nearly white all over. Their
hands were wrinkled and gnarled but they
held on to each other. Their movements,
slow and unrushed, is a message that
says hurrying is a waste of time and that
waiting for each other, taking one step at a
time together, is a dance of love.

During a praying-over session, I cried
when the husband gently stroked his
wife’s head which was safely nestled on
his shoulder. It was an act so tender, so
sweet and intimate, I could not help but
wonder if Domeng would one day stroke
my graying hair in the same way. I cried
even more when I realized how short and
fast-paced this borrowed time could be.

What have I been doing with the time
given to me?

I suddenly felt fear for the future
because the present is cluttered with
useless things of day to day. Our “now” is
crowded with routines necessary for living
but not substantial enough to strengthen
relationships. Plus, there are the concerns
and great responsibility of parenting,
looking after the children’s needs, and
tempering their demands.

I do not know how the more senior
couples did it in their prime; managing work
and taking care of the family at the same
time, that is. Likewise, intimately connecting
and renewing vows and the commitment
to love each other through thick and thin. It
appears so easy for them to say
encouraging words to a younger couple like
us. Perhaps having been there and having
faced the challenges of raising a family and
remain cleaved to each other, has
something to do with being active in Magis
Deo. The opportunities to serve together,
to pray together, and to allow spiritual
formation to seep into marriage and family
life are laid on every couple’s feet. It is a
matter of seizing the day and heeding
God’s call that longevity and stamina can
happen. But, of course, this is discerned
based on one’s talents, available time and
treasure.

I’d like to think that as a couple,
Domeng and I are seizing the day to be
steeped in formation and service. It’s not
an easy journey, mind you. Since I wish to
grow old with my husband, it is my decision
to continue carrying the cross. Although he
may not stroke my graying hair in the future,
I hope we could still hold hands despite
arthritis and discover the slow
synchronized movement of waiting and
walking together, one step at a time.
Prayers requested.

Growing
Older

Growing
Closer

We also attribute the success of
this MEW to Tito Ike & Tita Josie whose
presence and support gave us the ME
spirit throughout the weekend. We thank
our shepherds Ramie & Mimi Santos and
Leony & Mia Parada; they played a big
role in making this successful. The
friendship and belongingness motivated
Yang, me and the other couples to be
present in almost all the reunions and
meetings in spite of busy schedules.
Their consistency in keeping the group
together made our class stick together
and create a new Magis family. Their
generosity, love, care, persistence and
willingness to serve God and others
inspire us to be just like them. They are
truly great examples for us!

Being auxies for ME 104 helped us
realize and understand the true meaning

of JOY which is serving God by serving
others. It brought deep JOY in our hearts.
No task will be too difficult if we do and
offer everything for Him whether at an
MEW, in our workplace, in our
community or in our home. Though it
was a tiring weekend, we felt energy
inside our bodies! Though we were a
group with different backgrounds and
attitudes, there were initiative, concern,
understanding and teamwork throughout
the preparation and the weekend.

God’s promise in 2 Cor. 12:9 “My
grace is sufficient for you, for my power
is made perfect in weakness” and in
Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things
through Christ which strengthens me”
are the verses that best show that God’s
untiring love and presence was with us
through our journey in Magis Deo, from
day one of our own weekend to the MEW
104. And we know that He will be with

us for the rest of our lives as He has
always been from the beginning of time.
We also realized that… nakaka-“high”
pala ang pagsilbihan ang Diyos!! What
an amazing and wonderful feeling!!

Serving God and others may be
challenging but it definitely is most
REWARDING! This Valentine weekend
was indeed the most memorable
weekend of our lives because we were
rewarded with JOY we never felt before.
We commit to continue to be a couple
power and to promote the ME experience
to more couples here and around the
world!

“We’ve got the ME Spirit up in our
heads, here in our arms, deep in our
hearts and down on our knees!! We’ve
got the ME Spirit all over us and it’s here
to stay!!!”

To God be the GLORY!

Finding joy... continued from page 10
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Birthdays - First 10 days of April

1 Percy Castañarez Beatitudes
2 Tony del Rosario John
3 Neth Alon Ephesians

Eugene Araullo Transfiguration
4 Bheng Santos ME Class 102

Eric Balinghasay ME Class 104
5 Teng Antonio Mt. Olivet
6 Cecil Cuevas ME Class 91
8 Albert Narciso Psalm 46-Samaritans

March Wedding Anniversaries
3 Allan & Edna Pestaño Psalm 46-Samaritans
5 Mike & Celine Magpayo Sirach

Eddie & Riza Torres ME Class 101
6 Rox & Precy Osados ME Class 99

Wivin & Edna Llana ME Class 102
8 Rino & Rose Nicdao ME Class 99
12 Jo & Lucy Almodovar Mt. Olivet
16 George & Beng Pascual Corinthians

Randy & Christy Cañete ME Class 103
18 Francis & Dolly Llamas Jeremiah-Philippians

Joel & Jen Mabilog ME Class 103
26 Ciel & Manette Yap Corinthians
30 Joe & Millet Morante ME Class 104

Anniversaries - First 10 days of April

5 Malvin & Matin Leaño ME Class 100
7 Manny & Leslie Gatchalian Sing to the Lord

Calendar of Activities:  March - May 2011

March Venue Contacts / Sponsors

05 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center CSM / South Sector
Guadalupe, Makati City Mustard Seed, Emmanuel & Easter

08 South Sector Meeting Alfonso Residence Fil & Anne Alfonso 0920 919 7782
17 Council Meeting CeFam Seminar Room Magis Deo 426-7191
18-20 Annual Ignatian Retreat (AIR) Tahanan Sta. Monica, Tagaytay City Suni Rodriguez 0917-927-4750
19 MEFP Fun Run Bonifacio Global City, Taguig MEFP 426-4206
30 Central Sector Meeting Dimayuga Residence Leo & Marilyn Soliman 0927-2782383

April

02 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center MEM / North Sector
Guadalupe, Makati City Genesis of David & Thessalonians

14 Council Meeting CeFam Seminar Room Magis Deo 426-7191
21 Lenten Recollection (8am-5pm) TBA MEFP 426-4206
28 2nd Magis Deo Golf Cup Phil. Navy Club or Wack Wack Leo Soliman 0927-278-2383

Golf & Country Club
28 Central Sector Meeting Sison Residence Leo & Marilyn Soliman 0927-2782383

May

07 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center MFM / Central Sector
Guadalupe, Makati City Sirach, Corinthians & Exodus

19 Council Meeting CeFam Seminar Room Magis Deo 426-7191
21 Life in the Spirit Seminar (LSS) God Loves Catholic Prayer Community Clyde & Patchot Abapo 0922-8098768
26 Central Sector Meeting TBA Leo & Marilyn Soliman 0927-2782383

March Birthday Celebrants
3 Nitz Eslava Sing to the Lord

Dan Bonuel ME Class 101
4 Mon Soriano ME Class 98
5 Ronelle Tucay ME Class 103

Marlyn Pinga ME Class 104
7 Benjo Leal Mt. Olivet
8 Marivic Pareja Agnus Dei

Yolly Dikit ME Class 101
Edick Pinga III ME Class 104

9 Amy Vistan ME Class 98
10 Lou Sta. Maria Magnificat

Eddie Torres ME Class 101
12 Elvira Lubguban Exodus

Lucy Almodovar Mt. Olivet
Manny Martinez ME Class 100

13 Dennis Rago Agnus Dei
Mon Yupangco Transfiguration
Wheng Reyes Good Shepherd
Nancy Martin ME Class 103

16 Dodo Sta. Maria Transfiguration
Yenne Maglaya ME Class 100
Edwin Provido ME Class 104

17 Shane Pangilinan Mustard Seed
18 Philip Panlilio Mustard Seed

Neds Vargas Easter
Ali Reyes Good Shepherd
Rache Ebardo ME Class 103

19 Jojo Sarigumba Emmanuel
22 Laura Cayabyab Philippians-Jeremiah
23 Shari Consulta Mustard Seed
24 Gene Bañez Agnus Dei

Jane Fernandez ME Class 104
25 Ting Magat ME Class 100
26 Mely Peralta Exodus

Zel de Luna ME Class 102
Mike Santos ME Class 102

27 Tatic Castillo Cana
28 Siony Martinez Magnificat

Esper Asperin Archangel Gabriel
29 Celso Martinez Magnificat
30 Chit Garcia Mt. Olivet

Alex Reyes ME Class 102
31 Efren Castañarez Beatitudes

Ellen Coronel Magnificat
Cora Ladao Ephesians
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