
MagisMagisMagisMagisMagisOfficial Publication of the Magis Deo Community
October 2011

Formation for Mission

Responding to God’s message

The Responsorial Psalm for the
Anticipated Mass at the
September 3 community

celebration was very apt for the occasion:
“If today you hear His voice, harden not
your hearts.” It was an afternoon (and
evening) filled with responses to God’s call
for our community to be together. The

Right after the Mass, the venue of the
community celebration, the Artists Pavilion
along the Pasig river, buzzed with activity. It
was the first time we organized a mini-
tiangge that turned out to be a food festival.
Every stall was a hit; there were so many
different and delicious food items that
some of the members resulted to “panic
buying.”

Ms. Carol Lavin of Magis 47 conducted
a cooking demo. Carol, who teaches at the

celebration was sponsored by the
Community Services Ministry (CSM), with
the Jeremiah-Philippians and Good
Shepherd BCGGs and the Central Sector
providing snacks for the community.

Yang Reantaso (ME 100) and Papoo
Reyes (ME 102) emceed the day’s events
in response to the community’s call for
more participation from new members,
and they gamely tackled the role like
seasoned veterans.

Council Chaircouple Anchit & Sally
Chua Chiaco called on the community to
actively participate in the coming elections
for the new members of the Magis Deo
Council. Anchit mentioned the quali-
fications for the candidates and outlined
the new procedures for the nomination of
couples to the council. He also highlighted
the new procedures for the election as he
implored the community to read about the
complete details of the procedures which
have been published in the newsletter as
well as in the Magis website.

Leony Parada, CSM overseer,
announced the upcoming activities of the
community: the Magis Night on October 1;
the ME Weekend in November and the
Magis Deo Family Day in December.

Rev. Fr. Robbie Gaa officiated at the
community mass. In his homily, Fr. Robbie
extolled the true meaning of Christian love
as one’s response to the Lord’s
commandment “to love one another.”

Christian love entails being
responsible for your brothers and sisters,
up to being your brother’s keeper, guiding
them to act responsibly, guiding them to
God. He said that the way we live this truth
is the same way that we teach our children,
our relatives, our brothers. Christian love
is more than just a feeling; it is a
commitment, a decision to love even
though the object is so repugnant that you
go beyond your own limits, beyond human
justice just to express that love. This is what
we will be accountable for.

Fr. Robbie said that this Christian
responsibility also attaches to those being
corrected; to allow their selves to be
transformed by the love expressed by their
brothers and sisters. He ended his homily
by likening our response to the Lord’s call
to giving the proper feedback to God’s love:
GIVE FEEDBACK, LISTEN TO THE
FEEDBACK, BE THE FEEDBACK.

Fr. Robbie Gaa

Cesar & Marivic Pareja, Agnus Dei BCGG

Magis Tiangge

Continued on page 2
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Sept. 3 Community Celebration

Magis tiangge... continued from page 1 Center for Culinary Arts, presented a
different way of preparing sushi using
wheat bread instead of rice. Even the
husbands (most of her audience were
men) were mesmerized watching her
prepare simple yet delicious concoctions.

The Multi-Function cooker (which
cooks meat, fish, eggs, vegetables without
oil or water) presented by Janet Ojas
(Samaritans BCGG) was also a big hit.
Many members grabbed the chance to own
one especially those who wanted to avoid
using oil when cooking.

The young ones and the young once
had a good time participating in the Inter-
Active Chocolate Molding Demo by Vikki Cesar & Marivic Pareja, Agnus Dei BCGG

Brillantes (Cana BCGG). Vikki is a Chef/
instructor at the Cavalini Premium Baking
& Molding Chocolates under Universal
Robina Corp.

After feasting on food, a dance
Instructor gave basic dancing lessons to
the members. It was a preview of what was
to come on October 1. The participants
eagerly tried their steps on cha-cha, swing
and boogie and, of course, the timeless
line dancing.

It was a day where everyone was
nourished both spiritually and physically.
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Tough order
Sunday Homily

11 September 2011

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

To forgive seventy times seven
times! Tough order indeed. God
can and does it. But we are not

God. Can we do it? Jesus in today’s Gospel
message insists that we can. “Peter came
up and asked Jesus, ‘Lord, when my
brother wrongs me, how often must I
forgive him? Seven times?’ ‘No,’ Jesus
replied, ‘not seven times; I say, seventy
times seven times’” (Mt. 18: 21-22).

Christ, the God-Man, inspires each
one of us to be God-like, if we really want to
be His disciples all the way. After all the
rejections and persecutions that He
suffered in life, what did He say as He hung
on the cross? “Father, forgive them for they
know not what they do.” (Lk. 23: 34)

How many times in the past has God
forgiven you for your wrong doings? And
how many more times will He forgive you
until your last day here on earth? Seventy-
times seven times, because He loves you
unconditionally. Yes, this is how much you
are loved by God. And it is a heartfelt and
habitual awareness of this that will lead
you to love in return, and to love your
neighbor as you love yourself. This in turn
will motivate you to forgive, not seven times,
but seventy times seven times.

There is this couple who recently
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary.
Both are in their mid-seventies, but still
strong and healthy. And what is even more
amazing and admirable is their being still
very much together, after so many years of

ups-and-downs, serious marital conflicts,
psycho-emotional and relational crises.
Their basic personality types were
psychologically incompatible, and they
found it most difficult to complement each
other’s personal needs. Their families of
origin came from opposite directions, as
far as customs, traditions, and behavioral
patterns were concerned. In fact, I myself
years ago thought that they would end up
separating. How on earth did they succeed
in still staying together, up to this day? Was
it just for the sake of the children, or a fear
of what other people would say?

Now I know how it happened.
Underneath their incredible differences and
incompatibilities, there was still a basic love
for each other, which continually motivated
them to forgive each other, not only seven
times, but seventy times seven times. They
are no less than a living miracle! And every
miracle is an intervention of the ever-loving
and ever-forgiving God.

At times, God intervenes through the
wisdom of mere children. This is evident,
not only in our own culture, but in other
cultures as well. Allow me to single out one
such happening.

A six-year-old boy was trying to build
an elaborate tower out of his set of blocks.
But the blocks kept toppling over… again
and again. In utter frustration, he screamed:
“Stupid, dumb, crummy…” and kicked the
pile of blocks across the room. His mother
has had enough of his behavior and
dragged him off to bed. “No, I don’t wanna
go to bed! Waah!” he protested, but the
mother would have none of it. “To bed. Now!”

As his exhausted mother was about to
turn off the light, the son, tucked in his bed,
asked, “Mom, are you not going to kiss me
goodnight?” “To tell you the truth, son, when
you act like that… I just don’t feel like
kissing you at all!” “But Mom,” the son
pleaded, “that’s when I need it the most!”
(From Connections for Sept. 2011).

Let’s move from children to adults, this
time of the worst kind. Criminals. We have
many inmates at the Bilibid Prison in
Muntinglupa who are serving their terms.
What is significant is that the institution is a

penitentiary, which means the prisoners
are ministered to by devoted prison
chaplains, who are leading them back to
God and God’s ways as they serve their
prison terms. It is very inspiring to note
how many of them are repentant, and have
become very close to the Lord because
they feel forgiven by Him. God’s love and
forgiveness that convert the human heart,
which in turn also learns to love and forgive
others. The label criminal no longer
applies to these converts. They are now
disciples of the loving and forgiving God,
even as they continue to serve the rest of
their prison terms. It is significant to note
that in our country, the death sentence has
been abolished. Let us continue to pray
and support our prison chaplains so that
more and more of the Bilibid inmates will
be converted in this manner through God’s
amazing grace. The institution is rightly
called a penitentiary, a home for forgiven
penitents, and no longer criminals.

God’s law of love is manifested in
limitless forgiveness. What a difference it
can make if we follow this in our lives.
Unforgiveness is a heavy burden to carry
in our hearts. What a life of inner peace
and freedom if we are liberated from this.
Let us commit ourselves to it while we
have the time, before it is too late.

Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of this faith is to see  what you believe.

 - St. Augustine
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EDITORIAL

Watching Disney’s
animated movie
“Aladdin” with my apos,
I thoroughly enjoyed

the story of a beggar boy who finds a
magical lamp and through the power of
the genie in the lamp, obtains all his heart
desires. Only to lose everything when his
beloved princess, not knowing the true
value of the lamp, is tempted, and
exchanges the old worn out lamp for a
shining, brand new one. Alas! He did not
share with her what the old lamp was – but
finally the two pull their act together, and
together, defeat the evil magician and
regain the magic lamp.

This desire to exchange something
old and battered for something fresh and
new springs up often, especially when we
are disturbed by difficulties and the
everyday reality of raising our families in
difficult times, is so true! Like Aladdin, we
in Magis Deo have found – and committed
to new life, and I believe it is not an
exaggeration to add, are receiving “wealth
untold.” Like Aladdin and Princess
Jasmine, we find out happiness is not as
simple as finding a magic lamp, dropping
the old for the new, or even just hanging on
to what is old and true and tested. It’s all of
the above, including the tragedy of losing
the magic – and the hardship of learning
new magic.

That new magic of course, is the magic
of truer love – truer because we are done
with the first illusion that all we need to be
happy is to own a magic lamp, and truer
because we know that to be happy, we have
to make a decision to love – even when we

don’t feel like it – and work hard at
it. And then again, we do

have a Genie –

but It will remain bottled in a lamp, unless
we know what It is and what It can do for
us, and not only keep It safe and treasure It
, but also, call It forth so It can work Its magic
on us and for the kingdom we are
responsible for.

Two “Kingdom” events in Magis Deo
are happening this October, which for us
could well be a direct preparation for a
major “Kingdom” event in mid-November
– elections of new couples/members to
replace old, outgoing Pastoral Council
members. The first is “Magis Night” on
October 1, easily one of our happiest and
most popular celebrations, and which, if
history repeats itself, will be very well
attended. It is an opportunity to get together
with old friends and meet new ones –
especially those who have made
themselves available for service as
Pastoral Council members.

The other “Kingdom” event is at the
end of the month – the Annual Ignatian
Retreat scheduled for October 28 to 30.
This event rarely gets numbers, but points
us to the same direction – the choosing of
leaders who will help us know God and
God’s will. The theme of this retreat is
Ignatian Discernment and we are fortunate
to get Fr. Mon Bautista, S.J. in spite of his
busy schedule, as our Spiritual Director. Fr.
Mon has a gift for making the complicated
simple, and making old truths and
realizations alive and new. Those who have
taken retreats with him say the graces they
receive are much, not many, quality rather
than quantity.

All three events can be likened to
Aladdin’s magic lamp – opportunities to
harness the power of a genie who can
make good things happen. So, let’s not
give away this lamp in ignorance, but
treasure it and its resident Genie. We will
need Its power for all of our lives.

New lamps
for old

Joy Uy-Tioco

Sirach BCGG
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COUNCIL CORNER

Food for thought in advocacy
Anchit & Sally Chua Chiaco, Chaircouple / John BCGG

Three recent events involving Magis Deo got us thinking
again about our advocacy as a community. Advocacy
is that cause which as a community we actively
espouse, speak up for, support, and defend. It is our

priority, top on our list so to speak, and we channel our resources
– human, technological, and financial – to advance that cause.
Eventually, since that cause becomes our life as a community, we
are identified with that cause.

Last August 19-21, Magis Deo conducted its third ME weekend
for the year with a record 28 couples. The community threw its
support for this weekend, with members and their families as
well as the families of the candidates filling the room at the harana.
We don’t recall seeing so many haranistas in a long, long time, or
ever. Clearly, the community agrees with the Council’s thrust to
involve families, not just member couples, in community activities.

On September 10, 2011, Fr. Ruben Tanseco, S.J. with the
Marriage Encounter Foundation of the Philippines (MEFP) held a
briefing for all Suyuan facilitators from all communities under the
MEFP umbrella. The Magis Deo Suyuan team showed up in full
force. Fr. Ruben introduced the “Couple Power” format for Suyuan,
a similar version of which was launched last July for the Marriage
Encounter weekend. This format seeks to standardize the conduct
of Suyuans, and all MEFP communities were directed to follow it
to be recognized as “official” conductors of Suyuan. As a result,
the Magis Deo Suyuan format is being revised to be compliant,
and our Suyuan facilitators are undergoing retraining.

The standardized “Couple Power” Suyuan will be most
appreciated when the MEFP conducts ten simultaneous one-day
seminars every Sunday starting September 11 (except in
December) for beneficiary couples of the cash assistance
program of the Department of Social Welfare and Development
(DSWD). This MEFP-DSWD project is known as “Couple Power,
Lakas ng Mag-asawa”; to Magis Deo, it is Suyuan. Metro Manila,
which has around 36,000 DSWD beneficiary couples, is the first
target for the seminars. As MEFP will need facilitators for some 40
“Couple Power” Suyuans every month, Magis Deo will answer the
call and field its facilitators. This will be over and above the many
commitments we have already made through November with
communities in Navotas, Malibay, Batangas, and other locations.

On September 11, 2011, the Outreach Ministry conducted the
Buhay-Espiritwal Mag-asawa (BEM) in GK Aya-Multinational with

John BCGG as sponsor. Attendance was very heart-warming –
12 couples and about 30 husbands or wives who came without
their spouses. (One husband came while his wife sat at a strategic
corner at the entrance to the village selling a banana beverage,
fried chicken, and banana fritters to earn enough money to put
food on the table for the family that day.) Monchito Mossesgeld
and Djarn Pestaño facilitated the three modules on Pagmamahal
ng Diyos, Kasalanang Personal, and Tugon sa Diyos. Fred and
Cora Buenaventura shared their life experiences to make concrete
the three topics. It was a grace-filled day and GK participants
were profuse in their appreciation for the program, particularly
the sharings by Fred and Cora. In the group sharings, they
repeatedly expressed their trust in the Lord, “hindi Niya kami
pinababayaan anuman ang problema namin.”

What is common to all three events? They are activities that
focus on the married couple and their little church, their families,
as givers or as receivers. They are opportunities to involve our
member couples and, when appropriate, our children in activities
that promote and enrich marriage and the family. As givers
(facilitators, auxiliaries) we share our time, our energies, talents,
and treasure. Spouses and BCGGs work together. The
beneficiaries of our efforts are growing in number, and our
participation in the MEFP-DSWD project brings yet another
dimension to our Suyuan as a nation-building activity.

While there are many other causes that may be important to
our nation such as the fight against corruption, our OFWs, and
our indigenous tribes (all of which we have been privileged to
learn about in our recent community celebrations), we believe
that we in Magis Deo should focus on programs and activities
that espouse, promote, and defend “couple power” and “family
power.” Even as we choose to do so, we will still serve the other
causes mentioned except that we will go through another door,
the couple and the family. Through our programs, we will help
strengthen the foundation of our society. After all, if Filipino couples
and families are strong and live Christian values, problems
related to corruption, our OFWs, our indigenous tribes will be
greatly reduced, justice will be served.

As a community, Magis Deo presently operates with scarce
human and financial resources. Thus, to be effective in pursuing
an advocacy, we must be focused, and we must be focused on
doing that which lives out our vision and mission as a community,
and which we are best capable of doing. We are being led to think
that that advocacy should be marriage and family, and that our
flagship projects by which Magis Deo will be known will be the
Marriage Encounter Weekend, Suyuan, Buhay-Espiritwal Mag-
asawa, Tipanan, Family Encounter, and programs for the Youth.
Let us not forget that Magis Deo’s Spiritual Director, Fr. Ruben
Tanseco, has dedicated more than 40 years of his life to marriages
and families, including 25 years to Magis Deo.

Nothing really new, but every once in a while, it is good to
rethink and refocus. We offer this as food for thought as Magis
Deo moves forward to a new year.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Advocacy is that cause we actively
espouse, speak up for, support, and
defend... Eventually, since that cause
becomes our life as a community, we
are identified with that cause.
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Build the
Magis Home
Aldeguer, Jojo & Jane ME 1999 BCGG Mustard Seed

Shepherd   ME Class 99

Formation Programs   AIR – Individually Directed Retreat, LSS, Prayer Workshop, Spiritual
Deepening Retreat, Prayer Deepening & Introduction to Spiritual Direction

Community Services   ME Recruitment Committee Head 2008 up to present

Babaran, Chito & Vicky ME 1995 BCGG Magnificat

Formation Programs   AIR – Individually Directed Retreat, AIR-1 (Wife), CPPJ, Introduction to Servant
Leadership, LSS, Prayer Workshop, Spiritual Deepening Retreat

Balderas, Marcia ME 1985 BCGG Archangel Gabriel

Pastoral Council Member 1993, 1996-1998 (4 Years)

Shepherd   Archangel Gabriel 1989-1999, LSS Lambs

Formation Programs   LSS, SDR-1, CPPJ, SDR-2, AIR - The Cross: Symbol of HSnFoDV, AIR - The
Resurrection: TIoGL, AIR 1-6, Prayer Workshop, RDL-18th Annotation, Servant
Leadership Seminar, Spiritual Direction Seminar

Community Services  Committee on Liturgy 2006 up to present; Coordinator on North Sector
Outreach 2006-2007; Shepherds & Sharers Formation Ministry Head in 2003

Estrada, Joel & Jang ME 2006 BCGG Emmanuel

Shepherd   Emmanuel BCGG

Formation Programs   LSS, Spiritual Deepening Retreat

Gagatiga, Domeng & Zarah ME  2006 BCGG Mt. Olivet

Shepherd   Alternate Head of Mt. Olivet BCGG

Formation Programs   AIR – The Struggle to Follow Jesus, AIR 1 & 2, FEW, LSS,

Spiritual Deepening Retreat
Community Services   Music Ministry (Marriage Encounter Weekend)

Gonzales, Lito ME  1987 - Lambda 8 BCGG John

Shepherd   Alternate Head of ME Class 106

Formation Programs   LSS, CPPJ, Prayer Workshop, Spiritual Deepening Retreat

Community Services   Gawad Kalinga Outreach

Magis Deo Community
2012 Pastoral Council Eligibles

As of 03 October 2011

Continued on page 7
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Lorenzana, Joey ME 2005 BCGG Archangel Gabriel

Formation Programs   LSS, Prayer Workshop, RDL-18th and 19th Annotation, 5 Days One-on-one
directed retreats

Ng Sy, Charley & Jay ME  1983 BCGG Agnus Dei

Shepherd Agnus Dei, ME Class 29, 39, 54, 58, 68, 82, 89 & 94, LSS & Post-LSS

Formation Programs LSS, SDR-1, FEW, CPPJ, AIR-1, AIR-Christian Maturity & Discernment, AIR-
Understanding Perfection Imperfection, Prayer Workshop, RDL-19th Annotation
(Wife), introduction to Servant Leadership, Prayer Deepening & Introduction to
Spiritual Direction

Community Services  CSM – Community Events Committee 2009-2010; Committee Head on
Assemblies 2005

Pareja, Cesar & Marivic ME  1998 BCGG Agnus Dei

Shepherd   LSS & Post-LSS Lambs, Alternate Head of ME Class 102

Formation Programs   LSS, Post-LSS, SDR-1, FEW, AIR-1, 2 & 4, Prayer Workshop, RDL-18th

Annotation (Marivic), MEFP New Shepherding Seminar

Community Services   Community Services Ministry Alternate Head 2010 up to present; Community
Celebration Committee Head 2010 up to present; Community Events Committee
2009-2010; Committee on Group Retreats 2005; Committee Head on Assemblies/
Annual Recollection 2003-2004; Sharer: MEW

Pestaño, Djarn ME  1991 BCGG Sirach

Pastoral Council Member   2000-2001

Shepherd   Pilgrims, Searchers, LSS Lambs

Formation Programs   LSS, Post-LSS, SDR-1, FEW, CPPJ, SDR-2, AIR - The Cross: Symbol of
HSnFoDV, AIR - The Resurrection: TIoGL, AIR - The Struggle to Follow Jesus, AIR
1 to 6, Prayer Workshop, RDL-19th Annotation, Servant Leadership Seminar, Spiritual
Direction Seminar, Prayer Deepening & Introduction to Spiritual Direction, Spiritual
Direction Follow-up Workshop, Shepherds Practicum Session

Community Services   Outreach Ministry Head 2005-2007 & 2010 up to present; Couple Formation
Committee 2009; SDR, LSS, POST-LSS; Reach-In Program Committee 2008;
Shepherds & Sharers Formation Ministry Head 2004; SSFM – Committee Head
on Training 2003

Pizarro, Carlos & Ruby ME  2001 BCGG Corinthians

Shepherd   Corinthians BCGG, Alternate Head of ME Class 98

Formation Programs   LSS, Spiritual Deepening Retreat, Prayer Workshop (Wife), AIR-1 (Wife)

Community Services   Active in Youth Ministry

Continued on page 8

Magis Deo Community
2012 Pastoral Council Eligibles

As of 03 October 2011
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Reyes, Frank ME 1989, MU 10 Class BCGG Jeremiah-Philippians

Shepherd  Philippians BCGG

Formation Programs   FEW, LSS, Spiritual Deepening Retreat, Shepherding 1;  Prayer Deepening
& Introduction to Spiritual Direction

San Pedro, Miles & Evelyn ME 1992 BCGG Cana

Formation Programs   LSS, Prayer Workshop, Spiritual Deepening Retreat

Community Services   Community Services Ministry Head 2009 up to present

Sangalang, Cesar & Delsa ME 2003 BCGG Psalm 46-Samaritans

Formation Programs   LSS, Spiritual Deepening Retreat, AIR 1

Valencia, Ricky & Gi ME 2008 BCGG Easter

Shepherd   Alternate Head of Easter BCGG & Praxis Ministry

Formation Programs   LSS, Spiritual Deepening Retreat, RDL-19th Annotation

Vargas, Butch & Joey ME 2008 BCGG Easter

Shepherd   Alternate Head of Easter BCGG

Formation Programs   LSS, Spiritual Deepening Retreat

Ventigan, Noel & Yayette ME  1989 BCGG John

Shepherd   John BCGG

Formation Programs   AIR – Individually Directed Retreat, AIR – Symbol of HSnFoDV, AIR – The
Resurrection: TloGL, AIR-1, AIR-4, CPPJ, LSS, Prayer Workshop, Spiritual
Deepening Retreat, Retreat in Daily Life 18th Annotation (Wife), Prayer Deepening
& Introduction to Spiritual Direction

Community Services   Gawad Kalinga Outreach

Magis Deo Community
2012 Pastoral Council Eligibles

As of 03 October 2011
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Doing the Right Thing Because it is the Right Thing
Ron Rolheiser, OMI

“Have you ever done something
simply on principle, because it was the
right thing to do, knowing that you couldn’t
explain it to anyone, without there even
being a good feeling attached to your act?”

Karl Rahner wrote that and then added:
“If you have done this, you have
experienced God, perhaps without
knowing it.”

Jesus would agree, so much so that
he makes this both the central tenet of
religion and the overriding criterion for
salvation.

We see this explicitly in the famous
text in the gospels where Jesus tells us
that whatsoever you do to the poor here on
earth you do to him. For Jesus, to give
something to a poor person is to give
something to God, and to neglect a poor
person is to neglect God.

There’s an important background to
this teaching. They had been asking Jesus:
“What will be the test? What will be the
ultimate criterion for judgment as to
whether or not someone enters into the
kingdom of heaven or not? His answer
surprised them. They had expected that
the final judgment would revolve around
issues of religious belonging, religious
practice, correct observance, and moral
codes. Instead they got this answer: “When
the Son of Man comes in his glory and all
the angels with him, he will sit on his throne
in heavenly glory. All the nations will be
gathered before him, and he will separate
the people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats. He
will put the sheep on his right and the goats
on his left.”

And what, according to Jesus, will be
the basis for the separation? Only this: Did
you feed the hungry? Give drink to the
thirsty? Invite in the stranger? Clothe the
naked? Visit the sick and imprisoned?
Because when you do these things to the
hungry, to the thirsty, to strangers, to the
sick, and to the imprisoned, you do them
to God, and vice versa.

And immediately there was confusion
among those who heard these words. Both
those who did what was asked and those
who didn’t were equally befuddled and
lodged the same protest: When? When did
we see you hungry? When did we see you
thirsty? When did we see you naked, or a
stranger, or sick, or in prison and serve you
or not serve you? When did we see you,
God, and do this to you?”

Both are caught off guard and both ask
seemingly the same question, but their
protests are in fact very different: The first
group, those who had measured up, are
pleasantly surprised. What they say to
Jesus is essentially this: “We didn’t know
it was you! We were just doing what was
right!” And Jesus answers: “It doesn’t
matter! In serving them, you were meeting
me!”

The second group, those who hadn’t
measured up, is rudely shocked. Their
protest, in effect, is this: “If we had only
known! If we had known that it was you
inside the poor we would have responded.
We just didn’t know!” And Jesus answers:
“It doesn’t matter! In not serving them, you
were avoiding me!”

What’s the lesson? The more obvious
one of course is the challenge that is
already contained in the famous mantra of
the prophets who had stated unequivocally
that the quality of our faith will be judged by
the quality of justice in the land and that the
quality of justice will be judged by how the
most vulnerable groups in society (widows,
orphans, and strangers) fare while we are
alive. The Jewish prophets had already
taught us that serving the poor is a non-
negotiable, integral part of religion, that
nobody gets to heaven without a letter of
reference from the poor. But Jesus adds
something: God doesn’t just have a
preferential option for the poor, God is
inside the poor.

But there’s another lesson too, subtle
but important: In this gospel story, neither
those who served God in the poor nor
those who didn’t serve God in poor knew
what they were doing.

The first group, who did respond, did
so simply because it was the right thing to
do. They didn’t know that God was hidden
inside the poor. The second group, who
didn’t respond, didn’t reach out because
they didn’t realize that God was inside the
poor. Neither knew that God was there and
that is the lesson:

A mature disciple doesn’t calculate or
make distinctions as to whether God is
inside of a certain situation or not, whether
a person seems worth it or not, whether a
person is a Christian or not, or whether a
person appears to be a good person or
not, before reaching out in service. A mature
disciple serves whoever is in need,
independent of those considerations.

The last temptation that is the greatest
treason is to do the right thing for the wrong
reason. T.S. Eliot said that. Jesus would
add that doing the right thing is reason
enough.

Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic
priest and member of the Missionary Ob-
lates of Mary Immaculate, is president of
the Oblate School of Theology in San
Antonio, Texas.
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ME Class 105 with Fr. Adam Albert,

Special than
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Magis Night
October 1, 2011

anks to Henry Cruz, Leony Parada, Lucy Mella and Roxanne Espiritu for these pictures.
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The audience who went to see the
Gawad Kalinga (GK) youth’s recital at the
Insular Life Corporate Center auditorium
in Alabang last August 26 were glad they
came despite the distance and the rain.
Happy smiles were pasted on their faces
as they witnessed the SIGA members’
talents unfold onstage.

The SIGA members coming from 33
GK communities in Parañaque and
Muntinlupa wowed the audience with their
singing, dancing and acting skills. Their
hard work they put in since May paid off.
Professional coaches from the Cultural
Center of the Philippines and Teatro
Pilipino proudly watched their students
perform what they learned and practiced
during their training camp. Teachers
Mayen Estanero, Erick Sindol, Anna
Deroca, Wenah Nagales, John Angelo
Diamos and Darby Dizon gave their best
so that their students can shine.

They did shine brightly that night. The
premiere saw 77 GK youth excelling in a
variety of numbers. GK Parañaque and
Muntinlupa Head Francis Balagtas
welcomed the guests to the show while
GK Napa SIBOL delighted the audience
with the recitation of the poem “Batang
Sibol” written by GK SIBOL Teacher Ludy
Falcon. 

The highlight of the night was the
musical “Mga Anghel na Walang Langit”
which shared the delightful journey of a
teenager who discovers what true wealth
and happiness are really about. The lead
role, Erica Sindol is portrayed by Cindy
Pimentel, a dynamic, active youth member
of “SIGA” (GK Child and Youth Program for
the youth ages 14-21 years old), who can
act, sing and dance. This multi-talented
youth is the daughter of GK beneficiaries
Carlito and Evelita Pimentel from GK Aya-
Multinational Village. In the musical Cindy
leads the audience to appreciate the
simple lives of people in Barrio Maligaya.
She is supported by GK-Aya’s equally
talented SIGA members Janiene Coraga
(as Lucia Santos, a scholar struggling
between school and meeting her brother
everyday to share one pair of school
shoes), Miguel Conception (as Juan Apa,
a grade 3 repeater for many years), Sarah
Pimentel (as Elsa, the loving and
supportive wife of “Pilo” who allowed him
to leave home and search for the most

beautiful thing to paint in the world, just to
make him happy), Raffy Albor (as the
School Administrator) and Ruvelyn Osillios
(as Ms. de Leon the teacher). The colorful
lives of the community in Barrio Maligaya
are highlighted through the roles portrayed
by Alvina Fadrilan, Jobelle Magtolis, Ivy Kate
Cadallo, Jessel Calicdan, Joemil Dy and
11-year-old “Sagip” (GK CYD program for
children ages 7-13 years old) Dia Mae
Corado. Dia’s powerful and amazing voice
left the audience in awe as she sang the
Gawad Kalinga Song written by Harold
Clavite.

The children and youth of GK Aya
Village are God-given treasures of their
community. The parents are very supportive
and proud of their accomplishments. What
is truly inspiring about them is their passion
to portray the roles on stage and maintain
their great faith in God even though some
of them struggle in real life. In interviews
they said that with their involvement in
Dulaang Kabataan sa GK for the past three
years, they have learned to be confident
and assertive especially in school. They
look forward to rehearsals and long hours
of practice where they find joy and
fulfillment. Some of them said that joining
the play gave them a brighter perspective
of life, given their own real life stories to
deal with such as the family problems of a
broken family, a sudden death of a father,
the infidelity of a parent, teenage peer
pressures and financial difficulties that
sometimes make it impossible for them to
go to school.

The recital ended with the singing of
the GK Song performed by the SIBOL
teachers and the whole performers as they
tribute to the partners who expressed their
unwavering love and support to the CYD
Team of GK Paranaque headed by Jessica
O. Yu. In her closing remarks she invited
the audience to pray for the success of the
Campus Tour of “Mga Anghel na Walang
Langit” which would start on September
10, 2011 at the University of Makati.

Proceeds will go to GK’s Child and
Youth Development Program, to help other
GK youth fulfill their potentials. With the
wealth of talents seen during the show, the
guests went home happy in their hearts
knowing that there truly is a future full of
hope for the Philippines in the hands of
the GK youth.

Mga Anghel na Walang Langit
Jessica Veronique Yu

Child and Youth Development (CYD) Coordinator, Parañaque and Muntinlupa

After my husband Ojay and I had
our first baby, partying was not
a thrill for us anymore. Maybe

it’s also because of age! We get to be
invited to parties sometimes but we just
go because we are obligated. And if that’s
the case, usually, we don’t really get to
enjoy.

Our community’s October 1 party was
different! It was the first time for us to
experience such an enjoyable night after
so many years. We felt that we were young
again! The Magis Night was really a night
to remember. First of all, we knew that we
would be attending an event where we will
be with other many couples who have the
same vision as we do and that is to be a
couple power to the world. Second, the
members of Community Services Ministry
(CSM) really worked hard to prepare a
memorable night for all of us and I believe
that they were able to successfully give us
just that! From the welcoming atmosphere
in the registration table, decorations,
interactive game, the very cool and
entertaining band, song number from Dra.
Ton, overflowing of food, up to the line
dancing with the dance instructors, the
CSM really made sure that our Magis Night
is not just any other night.

My husband and I are so
overwhelmed with the commitment of the
people who made the event successful
and the support of all the members who
attended the event. We are truly inspired
by all of these people who in their own
little ways are able to serve the Lord by
serving and supporting our community.

Lastly, what I loved most with the
Magis Night is that after so many years, I
got to be invited by my husband for a sweet
dance! :) We are more of singers than
dancers so for me, personally, it was a
very special and romantic evening!

I am sure that a lot of us are looking
forward to next year’s Magis Night!

Magis Night Ahoy
A Night to Remember

Yang Reantaso, ME Class 101
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Scenes from “Mga Anghel na Walang Langit”
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“Nagpapasalamat po ako sa Diyos at gumaan po ang aking damdamin
o kalooban sa seminar na ito.” “Maraming salamat po sa GK Aya at sa  Magis
Deo, lalo na sa KANYA sa mga biyaya Niya, lalo na sa pagmamahal Niya sa
amin.” “Nagpapasalamat ako sa Diyos dahil nung narinig ko ang pagbabahagi
ng mag-asawa (Fred & Cora) ay naisip ko na hindi ganoon pala kabigat ang
aming problema sa karanasan nila” … and many more. These are the feedback
from some participants during the Buhay Espiritwal Mag-asawa held in GK
Aya last Sunday, September 11, 2011. Indeed, it was a grace-filled day!

As early as eight in the morning, people from GK Aya started to register
while auxiliaries from John BCGG prepared their name tags. There were 58
participants composed of 13 couples and 32 “singles,” married individuals
who came without their spouse. These “singles” were mostly wives as their
husbands usually have work even on Sundays. Our very own (Monsignor)
Monchito Mossesgeld (full of enthusiasm and already fluent Tagalog)
explained in simple and very clear words, the two topics for the seminar:
“Pagmamahal ng Diyos” and “Kasalanang Personal.”

Djarn started the seminar by leading the participants through an
Awareness Exercise (Quieting Down) to condition themselves for the activities.
This was followed by Monchito’s inputs on two important truths:

1. Ang Diyos ay Pag-ibig; una Siyang nagmahal at ang Kanyang
pagmamahal ay di-matingkala!

2. Tayong lahat ay makasalanan nguni’t sa kabila ng mundong maka-
salanan, tayo ay minumutya ng Diyos, mahal na mahal Niya tayo.

After Monchito, Fred and Cora generously shared their experiences as a
couple regarding God’s love, personal sin, and His forgiveness.  The
participants also shared their experiences through their small groups
facilitated by Noel & Yayette, Tito Tony & Tita Aida, Sally (Anchit was energized
to take pictures), Fil & Anne, Lito, Eli & Edith, Benz & Vina, Nilo & Marilou, Ali &
Weng and Ferdie Cruz (who also printed the certificates).

The generous hearts of the John BCGG members were seen through
the food they prepared: adobo, vegetables and pancit. They also served
nilagang saging and bread for snacks and the participants even had some to
take home. The kids were fed and taken care of by the volunteers. Doesn’t
this seem like the miracle of the loaves and fish?

The last topic for the day was “Tugon sa Diyos” or “Response to God”
presented by Djarn. Fred & Cora also shared joyfully how they as a couple
responded to all of God’s love, forgiveness and His providing them with many
blessings. There were trials but they were able to rise above it owing to their
experiences of God’s unconditional love.

Indeed, the participants and all of us who were present in that room felt
God’s presence as there was a lot of time allotted for quieting down, praying
and conversing with the Lord.

Thank you, Lord. We love you and praise you. Thank you once again for
giving us the grace to serve you through our brothers and sisters in GK Aya.

Buhay Espiritwal Mag-asawa
for GK Aya

Djarn Pestaño, Sirach BCGG

Meet several of our GK Aya BEM participants. Anchit Chua Chiaco has long
been “putting names to faces” in our Magis Community through his photo-
graphs that he labels and disseminates, making it easy for us to know/re-
member one another. Now Anchit extends this to the other communities that
we interact and journey with. Thank you, Anchit! - RCD.
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The past few years, the Magis “ageing
choir,” as Fr. Tanseco had endearingly called
us, has thankfully been infused with new,
younger members so that our singing has
improved and now more noticed and
complimented. However, part of the credit
should also go to the people who have so
generously opened their homes for where
would we be without a place to practice every
week.

The choir has been to many homes of
many good-hearted Magis Deo members.
The beginnings of the ministry began with
Tony/Aida del Rosario in Bel-Air Village and
Tony/Flor Pison in Merville Park as ardent
members and supported the choir for many
years. By the time I joined this ministry in
1998, we were practicing in the house of Joy
Uy-Tioco in Magallanes Village. Later, when
she moved to a condo in Salcedo Village,
kasama pa rin niya kami sa paglipat. When
Joy took a leave from choir duties, Dolly/
Francis Llamas offered Francis’ mother’s
house in Mandaluyong, where the choir had
previously spent many practice sessions
during the time of Dada (Francis’ sister) and
Donding Labao. A couple of times Francis
arranged for us to practice in Camp Crame
where Dolly would serve us some of her Iloilo
specialty foods. Siempre sarap naman ng
aming kainan! This year, sadly, we have been
missing Dolly and Francis for they have taken
a leave from the choir.

Our next choir home was courtesy of a
devoted fan and generous benefactor, the
late Tita Cathy Rafael. She opened her home
in Quezon City for us and for a couple of years

the choir settled down again. I remember
Tita Cathy would stay up to 11 pm listening
to us, obviously enjoying our practices
and inspiring us with her generous
compliments of, “Ang galing-galing ninyo
na talaga!” with matching palakpak and
her loving motherly smile. Tita Cathy
would serve us dinners using her nice
linen and silverware, and after practice
may coffee and biscuit pa siya,
sometimes may ice cream pa! The ever-

The many homes of the Magis Deo Choir
Nitz Eslava, Sing to the Lord BCGG

frugal Tita Cathy even changed the
wattage of her living room lights so that it
would be brighter for us, and sometimes
she even allowed us the use of her car
and driver to run errands for the choir.
She would lovingly tease us “Aba!
Sumosobra na yata kayo, may cook na
kayo, pinalaki pa ninyo ang electric bill
ko tapos ngayon, pa kotse at tsuper pa!”

followed by her chuckles. We could only
show our gratitude and love for her during
Christmas when we would carol her. When
she got sick, we serenaded her and bade
our goodbyes by giving our best during the
masses at her wake, despite our grieving
hearts. Miss na miss namin talaga si Tita
Cathy – we lost a mother and a number
one fan when she passed away. And of
course, the choir again lost a home.

But God really is good to us. He gave
the choir new dedicated members who
love to sing and serve. Among them is the
“singing doctors” couple, Manny and Leslie
Gatchalian, who found in this apostolate
an instrument of giving back to the Lord for
all the blessings they have been receiving
from Him. When they learned of the choir’s
predicament for a place to practice, they
offered their house in Makati without
hesitation. Once more we were blessed
and the choir found a new home. I felt God’s
love through the Gatchalians who opened
their hearts and their services to all. Doc
Manny himself would arrange the chairs,
note stands, microphones, organ and the
sound system, before our practice and
community service obligations. Pag
umuulan naman may mga nakaready na
mga tsinelas sa pinto ng bahay para sa
aming mga basang sapatos ng hindi
malamigan ang aming mga paa, siguro
para hindi kami sipunin (mga doctor talaga
J). Dra. Leslie would often cook something,
kahit pagod siya from her clinic, to add to

Nitz with husband Rey

Continued on page 16
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the food brought by the assigned group. I see the joy in their faces
doing all this for us… practice days are made truly enjoyable and
comfortable because of the loving care of this couple.

I am grateful and thankful to God for bringing me to this ministry
where I get recharged and forget my problems and where I can praise
God through my singing. As I sing, He becomes fully alive in me; I can
imagine Him smiling and dancing with His angels and saints to the
rhythm of our songs.

We are extremely grateful for the generosity of the many Magis
members who opened their place to us. To all of you who gave us a
home, MARAMING MARAMING SALAMAT!!!

The many homes... continued from page 15

NEWSBITS  /  ANNOUNCEMENTSNEWSBITS / ANNOUNCEMENTS

Prayer for the Magis Deo
Elections*

(To be prayed everyday and during BCGG
meetings until the day of the elections.)

O God, Our Father, Lord and Creator, in your
almighty wisdom and goodness, you have
guided and sustained our community,

Magis Deo, all these past 24 years as we sought
to serve you and do your will.

We are very grateful for your love. We beg you to
send the light of your Holy Spirit to those who have
responsibility for choosing our leaders who will
guide us in the way that leads to you, and preserve
in unity and love this community which you have
called to your service.

We also beg you for a generous heart for those
who are eligible for elections, that they may be
willing to put the treasures that you have bestowed
so bountifully on them in your service through the
community and those that it serves.

We ask this through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord. who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.

* This prayer was inspired by the prayer used for the election
of the new Superior General of the Society of Jesus. Some of
the passages of this prayer are from it.
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Having been with Magis Deo the past
twenty years is quite an achievement in my
spiritual growth. It is God’s grace that I stay
with the community. The nurturing process
is so much to be desired and learned. One
of the growth seminars that I love to attend
is the Life in the Spirit Seminar (LSS). We
happen to head this committee.

The LSS held last August was so
enlightening because of the spiritual
insights given by the speaker, especially
on the topic of God’s love. The insights
were not really something new because
references were taken from commonly
read or heard biblical verses. The
speaker’s life experiences and good grasp
of the verses must have made a difference
in adding more depth and substance in
his testimony. He mentioned several
reasons why God loves us very much. I
can recall three.

One: The Story of Creation

Before man came into being, God
made sure that everything man needs is
well taken care of. For man’s survival and
protection, God maintains a balance of
magnetic forces and purifies all the
elements that may contaminate the air.

Two: John 3:16

The saving power of God through
Jesus Christ means that there is always a
continuing hope of salvation and mercy.
We are never left alone.

Three: The Promise of Eternal Life

Resurrection must not be taken for
granted. It’s our door to eternal life.

Consciously or unconsciously, the
above reasons must have affected me so
much because there is a feeling of conti-
nuous awareness of God’s presence. How
did I get this feeling? Daily reading of the
Sacred Space proved very helpful. But a
recent feeling experience I had tells more.

Feelings

Sunday was the last day of our bazaar
in August at Eastwood. I decided to go
home in the morning to be able to produce
an item ordered the day before. 6 PM was
the pick-up time. Top of my head was to
hear mass in any church along C5. I finally
settled for the Church of St. Michael near
the Heritage Park. As soon as I got in, my
attention was caught by the icon of God the
Father at the left side of the altar. Seated
and larger than life size, he was holding
the earth on the palm of his left hand, while
the right hand was blessing the world. His
eyes seemed to be saying something. I
interpreted His look to be a message of
universal love – a love that gives comfort,
protection and security. He has also the
power to bring balance and equalization of
forces within and outside the universe.
Then my focus shifted to the crucified Jesus
hanging at the center of the altar. Towards
the light was the icon of the resurrected
Christ. As I view them, I got the feeling of
affirmation that salvation is always
available.

There is a branch in Mathematics
called Calculus that solves problems and
measures quantifiable concepts that have
no fixed equations or formula. Limitations
or boundaries are then set, and small
increments are added/accumulated so that
a close approximation of the solution can
be made. Think of a Hawaiian dancer
wearing small strips of palm leaves around
the waist, long enough and sufficient in
number to cover a restricted area. It is not
a perfect solution but the best.

Being human, we can never become
God. At best we can only approximate or
simulate his feelings. It is true that God
created us because of love and it is also
the reason why we have children. For a man
or a woman, the birth of a child is the best
thing that can ever happen. It gives so much
joy and pleasure. In his book “The Purpose
Driven Life” Rick Warren said it well. The
experience of having a child is not unique
but common to everybody.

I got married in my mid-30’s. Soon
after, my wife Patchot got pregnant. She
and I were so excited about our baby’s
arrival. An ultrasound revealed our child to
be a girl. During the pregnancy period, we
prayed for a normal and risk-free fetus
development. Of course, there were
regular visits to the ob-gyn.

Birth was the most exciting part. When
the signs became evident, we went
straight to the hospital where Patchot gave
birth by Caesarean section. All my
apprehensions vanished when the doctor
informed me that both mother and child
were safe. Seeing my baby daughter the
first time was a summit of excitement.
Viewing her from the glass window, I was
full of joy and happiness. The feeling was
indescribable. I saw my flesh and blood in
her and the most outstanding feature she
got from me was the thick curly eyelashes.
She was amazingly beautiful. I stood
motionless but with a big smile. Tatay na
ako, with the responsibilities that come
with parenthood. Two more children came
later. As our children grow through the
years, we as parents do our best in terms
of education, health, food and security. Most
important is the spiritual aspect of their
growth, and this will never be taken for
granted.

Our human resources are limited, but
with God there is abundance and no
boundaries.

SCENES AND SIGNS OF FAITH

Clyde D. Abapo, Jeremiah-Philippians BCGG

A woman’s husband died. He had
only $20,000 to his name. After everything
was done at the funeral home and cem-
etery, the widow told her closest friend that
there was no money left.

The friend says, “How can that be? You
told me he still had $20,000 a few days
before he died. How could you be broke?”

The widow says, “Well, the funeral
home cost $6,000. And of course, I made
the obligatory donation to the church, so
that was another $2,000. The rest went for
the memorial stone.”

The friend says, “$12,000 for the me-
morial stone? My goodness, how big is it?”

Extending her left hand, the widow
says, “Three carats.”

____________

Here is the test to find whether your
mission on earth is finished. If you’re alive,
it isn’t.  — Richard Bach

The best things... continued from page 18
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Rey Mella, Cana-Ephesians BCGG

SPIRITUAL TIDBITS AND HUMOR

The best things in life are free…

In July, I was at the Philippine Navy
headquarters along Roxas Boulevard to
view and tour the MS Turanor/Planet Solar
– the world’s largest solar-powered boat.
The Turanor is set to accomplish several
firsts. The first solar-powered circumnavi-
gation by any means of transportation. The
first round-the-world voyage by any solar-
powered boat. The first Indian Ocean cross-
ing by a solar-powered boat. The first Red
Sea crossing by a solar-powered boat.

The Captain, Erwann Le Rouzic, was
very generous in explaining to us the fea-
tures of the boat, especially its energy
management system and the weather
tracking software which shows the route
where the most sunlight is available. It can
run 100% solar at less than its full speed
of 9 knots (around 20 kph), running all 4
engines. With 93KW of solar power, it is
also backed up by 1.2MW battery power,
which gets charged through the 38,000
solar cells made by our company. These
cells were manufactured in the facility
where I am the site leader.

There are two things that I reflect on
this experience. First, this is the product of
the work that I do. What I do for a living
makes a difference in taking care of the
environment.

Second, it is another testament to the
beauty of God’s creation. Using what God
created and gave us, the power of the sun,
we can get things done, without having to
pollute the environment.

As its founder Raphael Domjan articu-
lated, “Our planet deserves a better fate
than to be exploited endlessly. Now, we
have all the means to live in harmony with
nature. We like to demonstrate with our
expedition that the solutions for increased
sustainability exist already and make
sense economically.”

____________

It is amazing that I love to laugh. I also
think I am great at making and delivering
jokes. I collect jokes, save them for easy
access in my phone, my laptop and other
gadgets, and deliver them at the appropri-
ate times during parties, meetings, and
teambuilding sessions. I use jokes and
humor especially on occasions where I

need to connect. I use them to relax my
audience whenever I make presentations
to big groups like my monthly leaders meet-
ings. I also have this ability to find humor in
everyday life and ordinary situations, even
in difficult situations. This must be the rea-
son why my kids also like to laugh and also
have a good sense of humor. It is easy for
them to laugh. I believe I have been gifted
by God with this great sense of humor. I
can laugh at myself and I am a willing cen-
ter of laughter and jokes without me taking
it seriously and/or being offended.

And, it makes me feel even better that
the Sacred Space website says: “Remind
me that the best things in life are free. Love,
laughter, caring and sharing.” I am aligned
with God and with life’s realities. I thank the
Lord and pray that I will continue to be seri-
ous where I need to be and to be light-
hearted and have this sense of humor
when I have to. It is especially useful in dif-
ficult and challenging situations. I hope he
will allow me to use humor and laughter
for His greater glory.

____________

Life does not cease to be funny when
people die any more than it ceases to be
serious when people laugh.

— George Bernard Shaw
____________

Every year when I celebrate my birth-
day, I am always reminded by Fr. Ruben’s

question, “Who is 100% sure he will wake
up tomorrow?” I get goose bumps when I
seriously think about the answer to the
question and the possibilities there are
about my life. I am scared. I have tried to
program myself not to fear death. I try not
to. No matter how much faith I have in God,
I am afraid to die.

____________

Recently, a very good friend of mine
“suddenly” died from cancer of the liver, at
age 65. Tito, a former colleague, was one
person who enjoyed my company and my
jokes. We always found something to
laugh about at work and outside of work.
Whether we are having dinner or coffee, or
just in a phone conversation, we laugh.
From time to time, he would call me and
we would talk and then, we would laugh at
something and anything.

Tito was a very respectable person and
a well-mannered and very likeable guy.
When I heard the news of his sudden death,
aside from being saddened by his family’s
and my loss, the question and worry about
my own mortality also came to mind.

Am I doing the right things in life? Fr.
Dave Concepcion’s recent teaching about
our main purpose in life on this earth also
surfaced.

____________

Tito’s wife Bobbie shared with me a
few minutes before his cremation how Tito
refused to be treated when his condition
was diagnosed. He said that it was not any-
more necessary as he was already ready
to die. And, she insisted treatment because
she and the children, all grown up and with
their own families, were not ready for him
to die.

On my own death, am I ready? Is my
family ready? Only I can provide the an-
swers.

____________

A woman goes into the local news-
paper office to see that the obituary for her
recently deceased husband is published.
After the editor informs her that the fee for
the obituary is 50 cents a word, she
pauses, reflects and then says, “Well, then,
let it read ‘Fred Brown died’.”

Confounded at the woman’s thrift, the
editor stammers that there is a 7-word mini-
mum for all obituaries. The woman pauses
again, counts on her fingers and replies,
“In that case, ‘Fred Brown died: 1983 pick-
up for sale’.”

____________

The MS Turanor / Planet Solar visited the
Philippines last July 2011. Its solar cells were
manufactured by SunPower Philippines. The
Mella family (Rey, Lucy, Zyra, Jared and Fiona)
had the chance to tour its interior while docked
at the Philippine Navy harbor in Roxas Blvd.

Continued on page 17
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Calendar of Activities:  October - December 2011

October Venue Contacts / Sponsors

01 Sat Magis Night – 8:00 pm 7th Floor Mariners’ Home Annex Leony & Mia Parada 0917-795-3383
#1970 Pilar Hidalgo Lim St., Malate, Manila

11 Shepherding Talk San Carlos Lay Formation Center Ted & Susan Concepcion 973-0450
By: Fr. Dave Concepcion 2nd Floor Auditorium 0917-5206382 / 0917-5284636

15 Sat Community Celebration & San Carlos Lay Formation Center Council / COMELEC
Pastoral Council Elections Multi-purpose Hall (3rd Floor) Mustard Seed, Easter

20 Council Meeting Magis Office, Spiritual-Pastoral Center Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
28-30 Annual Ignatian Retreat (AIR) Sacred Heart Novitiate, Novaliches, Q.C. Suni Rodriguez 0917-927-4750

By: Fr. Mon Bautista, SJ
November
05 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Finance / North Sector

Cana, Agnus Dei
05-06 Prayer Deepening & Introduction to San Carlos Lay Formation Center Ted & Susan Concepcion 973-0450

to Spiritual Direction    By: Ms. Eva Galvey Back of Chapel & Auditorium 0917-5206382 / 0917-5284636
17 Council Meeting Magis Office, Spiritual-Pastoral Center Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
18-20 MEW (ME Class 107) – P3,200/couple BLD Covenant House, Cavite Ike & Josie Llamas 821-0639

By: Fr. Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ
20 Harana BLD Covenant House, Cavite
23 80th birthday of Fr. Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ
27 Sun Planning Meeting for 2012 Magis Office, Spiritual-Pastoral Center Bldg. Ted & Susan Concepcion 973-0450

Magis Deo 426-7191

December

04 Sun Family Day Amoranto Sports Complex, CSM / All BCGGs
A. Roces Avenue, Q.C. Genesis of David, Ephesians

09-11 Spiritual Deepening Retreat (SDR) Canossa Retreat House, Tagaytay MEFP 426-4206
By: Fr. Ruben Tanseco, SJ
P3,500/couple – P1,800/single

15 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191

Carlo Ledesma ME Class 102
28 Pau Cepe ME Class 100

Papoo Reyes ME Class 102
29 Mads Bugayong Easter

Mannie Castillo Thessalonians
Ariel Palomique ME Class 89

30 Louren Dacanay Mustard Seed
31 Jojo Espiritu ME Class 101

October Wedding Anniversary Celebrants
10 Odie & Rosy Cortez Transfiguration

Albert & Pam Narciso Psalm 46-Samaritans
15 Butch & Joey Vargas Easter
17 Cesar & Marivic Pareja Agnus Dei
18 Carlo & Becky Ledesma ME Class 102
19 Henry & Alma Cornejo Archangel Gabriel
20 Papoo & Alex Reyes ME Class 102
22 Mhon & Jacqui Buenaflor Genesis of David

Joey & Maricel Suarez Cana
25 Raul & Kit Martinez Good Shepherd
28 Arnold & Joysie Rodriguez Jeremiah-Philippians

Boboy & Marissa Serrano Genesis of David
Birthdays - First 10 days of November

03 Ciel Yap Corinthians
04 Roanne Baker ME Class 104

Frances Cadag ME Class 100
Flor Peralta Exodus
Edith Prieto Genesis of David

05 Joy Casas ME Class 99
Yang Reantaso ME Class 101

06 Leony Escosia Emmanuel
Manny Gatchalian Sing to the Lord
Malu Panlilio Mustard Seed

07 Allan Pestano Psalm 46-Samaritans
10 Bing Brillantes Cana

Apet Carranto ME Class 106
Tina Mossesgeld Cana

Wedding Anniversaries - First 10 days of November
06 Danny & Vicky Mendoza Exodus
07 Jay-R & Leila Leccio Transfiguration
09 Robert & Shiela Tumaliuan Mustard Seed

October Birthday Celebrants
01 Purita Manalo ME Class 98

Gi Valencia Easter
02 Becky Dizon Archangel Gabriel

Lyn Ebardo Jeremiah-Philippians
03 Rose Marigomen ME Class 104

Ben Regulacion ME Class 100
04 Onald Dacanay ME Class 106
05 Joysie Rodriguez Jeremiah-Philippians

Ting Yupangco Transfiguration
06 Rosy Cortez Transfiguration
07 Pete Nabong Thessalonians
08 Ferdie Cruz Beatitudes

Joel Estrada Emmanuel
09 Charito Dimayuga Sirach

Elmer Fajardo ME Class 106
Leni Sanchez ME Class 103

10 Mhon Buenaflor Genesis of David
12 Mond Dawis ME Class 106

Atoy Dy-Po ME Class 99
Apin Llamas Corinthians
Edward Palicdon ME Class 102

13 Raymon Ebardo ME Class 103
14 Virgie Abella Mustard Seed

Josie Lubrin ME Class 106
16 Eve Bañez Agnus Dei

Bobbit Cruz Thessalonians
Fely Santiago Kapatiran kay Kristo

17 Angie Oracion ME Class 106
18 Labeng Beltran Genesis of David

Maie Opao ME Class 99
19 Remy Castro Easter
20 Rey Binag ME Class 100
21 Ariel Fernandez ME Class 104

Alice Go Beatitudes
22 Ed Palma Cana
23 Eloy del Rosario ME Class 101
24 Gilbert Espiritu ME Class 102
25 Jo Almodovar Mt. Olivet
25 Karen Madrid ME Class 99
26 Yang Albuna ME Class 104

Cyn Domalaon ME Class 106


