
MagisMagisMagisMagisMagisOfficial Publication of the Magis Deo Community
January 2012

Formation for Mission

Magis Deo Community
Celebrates Christmas

The Magis Deo Community
celebrated Christmas during its annual
Family Day and get-together with the theme
“Simbang Gabi in the City” at the PLDT gym
in Mandaluyong last December 3, 2011.
Some 230 members of the community
including 79 youth attended the event.

The celebration started with a Mass
presided by the community’s Spiritual
Director, Fr. Ruben Tanseco, SJ.  In his
homily, Fr. Ruben reminded everyone how
to truly prepare for Christmas.  His
message was an eye-opener to parents
and kids as well that Christmas is not just
about the gifts that we expect to give and
receive, or about the food we will be
preparing, or even the parties we will be
attending. He emphasized that Christmas
is thinking about Jesus and reflecting on
how we can embody His teachings in our
lives, with our families and loved ones, and
with those in need.

The Mass became more solemn with
the beautiful voices of the Magis Deo Choir,
who in their Advent purple outfit led the
community singing.

After the Mass, the members had the
usual salu-salo typical of what happens
after a “simbang gabi.” With each family
bringing food to share, be it pancit, chicken
or pork dishes, or dessert, there was
enough for everyone to feast on. This was
the time when everyone got to mingle and
chat, share stories, and simply enjoy each
other’s company.

The party would not be complete
without songs and dance. The Choir
performed three Christmas songs, Gesu
Bambino, Joyful Joyful, and Kumuku-

tikutitap , wonderfully
bringing the Christmas
spirit into the community.
The Youth showcased their
dancing prowess in a
number choreographed by
Martin Rodriguez and Leia
Parada.  As the youth do not
often get together to
perform for the community,
their number was one of the
highlights of the night.  It was
a lot of fun especially for the
performers and their proud
families.

Games followed. The lantern-
decorating contest, the major event of the
night, had 60 members of the community
– young and young-at-heart alike – in four
teams: white, green, red, and yellow
teams. The task was to design and
decorate their respective “parols” using the
materials provided them. While all the
resulting lanterns were beautiful, there
had to be a winner. Judged by Fr. Ruben,
aided by Tony and Aida del Rosario and
Sally Chua Chiaco,  the white team won
handily. The white parol which had been
given an orange face had the image of the
Holy Family in gold glitter at its center.

A couple game, “Siya-Ako,”  brought
much laughter to eight couple participants
and all spectators.  Sitting back to back,
husbands and wives had to answer
questions about daily habits or personal
traits by raising cards with “Siya” or Ako.”
“Sino ang mas maagang gumising?” “Sino
ang mas kuripot?” Tony and Bambi
Narciso, who have been married for 37
years, won.

Tony Vistan, Henry Cruz, and David
Pestaño tried their hand at comedy by doing
a parody of  “Ang Dating Daan.”  Then, nine-
year-old Julian Reantaso wowed the crowd
with his magnificent magic skills (following
after Jovani Sumulong, a professional
magician hired for the occasion).

The Christmas celebration would not
have been complete without the big, stocky,
jolly man in the red suit. Magis’ very own
John Boren transformed himself into Santa
Claus to give gifts to the children.  Even the
adults took advantage of such a rare
occurrence by having pictures taken with
Santa.

As the affair ended, those who went
hungry with all the activities and the laughter
were treated to lots of Lotzza pizza, courtesy
of Miles and Evelyn San Pedro.

Leony and Mia Parada, ably supported
by Cesar and Marivic Pareja,  and Miles
and Evelyn San Pedro, did such a great job
of successfully organizing the whole event.
Our thanks to the CSM team!

Continued on page 2
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Feedback from our Magis members:

Lucy Mella (Cana BCGG): “It truly was
a family day. Magis Deo always throws the
best parties that cater to each member of
the family. It was a wonderful reminder of
how blessed each and every one of us is
to have each other as a part of this
community, where everyone is welcome
with open arms to share whatever they
have.”

Sally Chua Chiaco (John BCGG): “I
loved the Siya-Ako game for the couples,
what revelations! Kahit na senior citizen
na ako, I enjoyed the magic show and the
ventriloquist. The parol-decorating contest
was great team work activity and brought
out the creativity of both the young and not
so young. Of course, I enjoyed the company
of Magis friends.  Anchit as photographer
had tasting privileges at different tables.”

Magis Deo... continued from page 1

Henry Cruz (Psalm 46-Samaritans
BCGG): “We were happy to see many new
Magis members, and needless to say,
happy to see how close the youth have
bonded. Fr. Ruben has time and again
reminded us to give and share more the

things that cannot be bought: our love, our
time, ourselves…”

Boy and Jovy de Leon (ME 106): “A
fun-filled and busy day for us as tindero at
tindera sa booth namin, selling gift
wrappers and gift items.  Even then, we
truly enjoyed the affair. Overall, all activities
and programs were entertaining, like the
magic show for kids and adults, Ang Dating
Daan, and Magis Youth dance number. A
pretty well-organized celebration.
Congratulations to all the members of
Magis Deo and to all the organizers.

Rey & Lucy Mella, Cana BCGG

Zyra Mella, Magis Youth

Our reason for being:

The First Principle and Foundation

The human person is created to praise, reverence, and serve
God Our Lord, and by doing so, to save his or her soul.

All other things on the face of the earth are created for human
beings in order to help them pursue the end for which they are
created.

It follows from this that one must use other created things, in
so far as they help towards one’s end, and free oneself from
them, in so far as they are obstacles to one’s end.

To do this, we need to make ourselves indifferent to all
created things, provided the matter is subject to our free choice
and there is no other prohibition.

Thus, as far as we are concerned, we should not want
health more than illness, wealth more than poverty, fame more
than disgrace, a long life more than a short one, and similarly
for all the rest, but we should desire and choose only what
helps us more towards the end for which we are created.

Taken from the Spiritual Exercise of St. Ignatius
Translated by Louis Puhl, S.J.
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Lighted by
LIGHT

Sunday Homily

11 December 2011

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

John the Baptist was sent by God
“to testify to the light, so that all
might believe through him. He

was not the light, but came to testify to the
light.” (From today’s Gospel reading, Jn. 1:
6-8, 19-28). What John was missioned to
do was tough, indeed, for his testimony
was unpopular and unwelcome, which
demanded a lot of sacrifice on his part. “I
am the voice of one crying out in the desert,
make straight the way of the Lord… (v. 23).
But in testifying to the LIGHT, he himself
received light. The price was high, but was
worth it.

This is the mission that God is giving
to each one of us. This is the true meaning
of Christmas for our inner selves, and not
just the external gift-giving of material
things. “The most precious gifts we give
are gifts that demand sacrifice on our part,
gifts that require something from ourselves
besides a credit card charge, gifts that
change us as well as the receiver… Our
thoughtfulness of the needs of another at
our sacrifice is the real manifestation of
the love of God in our midst.”

God became man to be one among
us, and not over us. He shared Himself
with us, going through our human ups-and-
downs, lived a simple life of a carpenter,
reached out to anyone and everyone,
suffered opposition and persecution all the
way to the end. This was the original,
historical meaning of Christmas, which
Christ passed on to the next generations,
all the way to your generation and mine.
Unconditional love and compassion as the
one, true meaning of Christmas.

Recently, a son of an ordinary family
made a self-sacrificing decision to donate
one of his kidneys to his younger sister who
needed a kidney transplant. This is his
most meaningful Christmas gift to her.
When asked by a friend how he was able to
do such a heroic act, he simply said, with
tears in his eyes: “I love my sister very, very
much!”

How about this 25-year-old Filipina
who is very much attached to her family, as
most of us are. But because of extreme
necessity, she decided to go abroad as an
OFW, and found a job as a private nurse of
a couple’s newly-born baby. Even as she
was lonely and homesick, she did her job
with dedication and care. Until one day, her
employer seduced her to have sex with him.
She vehemently refused, ran away, and lost
her job. After a month of heartache and
confusion, she was able to find another job
through the help of her Filipino friends. This
will be her first Christmas away from home,
but she is doing all this for love of family.
What a most meaningful Christmas gift for
her father, mother, brothers and sisters.

It is in this context that we choose now
to focus on the recent Bagong Bayani
awards for outstanding overseas Filipino
workers. They are no less than our
contemporary heroes, who represent so
many other Filipino overseas workers all
over the world. They are lighted by testifying
to the LIGHT.

Let us start with four outstanding
caregivers in Japan. In the words of the vice-
president of the Bagong Bayani
Foundation, Inc. (BBFI): “Despite the danger
and risk of exposure to nuclear radiation
during the earthquake and tsunami calamity
that rocked Fukushima in March this year,
(they) elected to remain in their jobs and
continued to provide care and
companionship to their Japanese elderly
patients.” They are Mercedes Aquino,
Sandra Otacan, Gemma Juanay, and Juliet
Copatan.

The following month (April), a fishing
boat caught fire in the Pacific Ocean.
Filipino seafarers on the MV South Islander
rescued no less than 27 crew members.
An even more admirable situation involved
Filipino crew members who risked their
lives by keeping their ships afloat during
the major earthquake and tsunami in

Sendai City, Japan. “Faced with imminent
danger, their heroism and competence as
seafarers saved precious lives and
properties and averted potential
environmental disaster that would result
from oil spills.”

On a highly professional level, Dr.
Eduardo Malagapo was awarded for
“bringing to Saudi Arabia and other Middle
East countries the professional board
examination for mechanical engineers,
which has considerably contributed to the
professional growth of our mechanical
engineers in that part of the world.”

We salute the many other outstanding
overseas Filipino workers who were given
the Bagong Bayani awards, and the many
more who were not given the public
awards, but quietly continue their
dedicated and humble service overseas
for love of their families who are here in
our country and physically separated from
them.

What about us who are not overseas
Filipino workers? How are we testifying to
the LIGHT? Each one of us is missioned
by the Lord to discern what gifts we are to
give this coming Christmas. Gifts that
come from our hearts and not just from
our pockets. To love more in word and
action that demand personal sacrifice on
our part. Let us keep listening to the inner
whisperings of the Christ, His wake-up
calls that will lead us to experience the
real meaning of Christmas. Amen.
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EDITORIAL

Our 4 Ss:
The principle and foundation of Magis

This Christmas the shadow of
Sendong fell over our
celebrations and the memory
of flood waters in our homes

returned. This Christmas it was Iligan and
Cagayan de Oro – a vision of logs
smashing into homes and bridges strewn
across a devastated coastline, invaded our
Christmas thanks to the power of media.

This time no one could blame the flood
on an act of God, or of squatters clogging
the waterways with shanties and plastic
bags full of garbage. The finger points
clearly to human greed and our lack of
vigilance. Not just lives lost, but the unreal
sin of stealing from the future – for the debts
incurred to repair the harm will be paid by
our children and children’s children, pray
God, not till the fifth generation!

None of us can avoid the responsibility;
protecting the nation’s resources is a task
that belongs to us all. Stewardship. And if
we are courageous enough to reflect as a
community and ask ourselves what have
we done, or not done, can still do, or not do
– then there is hope for the future.

Reflecting on our collective abuse of
God’s creation, we realize how bagay our
alternative lifestyle of STEWARDSHIP,
SIMPLICITY, SHARING and SERVICE is
when we need to put things in order.

Our first S is Stewardship – our
response to a deep, heartfelt knowledge
that God, out of love, when we were nothing
but a thought in His imagination, created
us and gave us all creation to use for all
that we need, for only one reason: that He
loved us completely, passionately,
overflowing with generosity. And the three
Persons of the Trinity live united in love so
fully they needed to share that love.

We readily call ourselves “stewards”
and in the post-Sendong self-examination,
it became even clearer to us that an
important part of our work in caring for
God’s earth is to empower our less
privileged brothers and sisters to also
become stewards, co-workers in the Divine
Plan. God intended all trees for all of
humankind, for all our children and their
children’s children, not just for a few. And

so the label “less privileged” applies not
just to the financially poor, but also to the
spiritually poor – those whose vision and
actions include only themselves, and their
closed circle. Our primary Christian,
Ignatian and apostolic commitment is to
serve the many, many poor, those we call
“Hesus, na aking kapatid.” And to recruit
others in that same service.

Simplifying our lifestyles is a
consequence of a total commitment to
doing God’s work. Simplicity means doing
what it takes to get a job done, and
removing all that gets in the way of getting
that job done well. Even something good
like dressing in the latest style or serving
the best dish we cook at a BCGG meeting
can be an obstacle, if it distracts us from
our main calling, our first goal and
objective. Ditto for other programs and
activities.

Simplicity is more than being frugal.
Or dressing in our shabbiest clothing when
we are doing Suyuan. We can re-think
“simplicity” as witnessing, being sensitive
to each person’s difference and adapting
to that individuality whether the gap
between us is material, education, social
standing, or experience. Simplicity is
become a more credible witness to God’s
tremendous way of loving.

Sharing and service are natural fruits
of love. Simplifying our lifestyles because
we love keeps us focused on our mission
and vision. Less distractions and
interesting side graces will flow. The
simpler we live, the more disposable
income we have to share, the more time to
reflect and fine tune our service; the quality
of our service is in direct proportion to the
quality of our discernment.

How often have we served and left with
a bad taste in the month! Sincere and
unwise service can be more destructive
rather than constructive, creating new
problems instead of solving old ones. And
horrors, can grow like a mustard tree – with
birds of prey roosting in its branches.

St. Ignatius has a very practical guide
to authentic service – too rich to completely
discuss in a one page editorial. In a

nutshell, he says we must consult God.
And in the light of His Presence, examine
the beginning, middle and end of our
service in the light of discerning God’s will.
As Ignatius counsels, we know we have
chosen God’s path if we and those we
serve - grow in faith, hope and most
especially, love.

Our self-examination begins with the
inspiration for our motives – is my motive
coming from God, or is it coming from my
own, hidden, unconscious desires?

Look at the landmarks: the 10
Commandments, the commandments of
the Church, the laws of our land, the
guidelines of our community – all are major
signposts and established guides. Rarely
(but possible) will they not shed light on
the situations we encounter daily.

Less easy to discern are the choices
that impact the good of the most needy of
our brothers and sisters. Here the choices
of the our Spiritual leaders both living and
dead, can be confusing because they are
all correct – the Holy Spirit does come to
us as individual tongues of flame. But
which is the “more correct,” what is the
magis for a community of encountered
Filipino families, beleaguered by a bad
economy and worse weather, formed in
Ignatian Spirituality, who choose to practice
a lifestyle summarized in 4 Ss, who aspire
to make God’s kingdom come on earth as
it is in heaven?

This 2012, after much prayer and
discernment, our leaders are offering us a
vision of Magis: offering the Suyuan in a
new format – the Lakas ng Mag-asawa –
with the same goals, the same
beneficiaries but refocused, and with the
MEFP and DSWD as new partners and
companions.

Today and the days to follow, we ask
ourselves as a community: what will it take
for Magis Deo to realign ourselves, our
mindsets, programs, resources so that we
can respond with magis - to the challenges
God is presenting to us? This is the time
to listen with mind and heart to what God
is asking us right now. Let us go with
listening hearts to love and serve Him.
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COUNCIL CORNER

2012 and Beyond
Thrusts and Focus

Ted & Susan Concepcion
 Chaircouple / Archangel Gabriel BCGG

Early in November 2011, all Magis Deo Servant Leaders
together with our Spiritual Director, Fr. Ruben Tanseco, and former
Pastoral Council Chair Couples gathered together for our annual
direction setting. The objective was to reflect on grace-filled and
life-denying moments in Magis Deo during the year; to evaluate
whether the community is achieving its Vision and Mission; and
to discern the community’s 2012 Thrust and Focus. During the
follow-up session conducted after a couple of weeks, our
community’s strategic thrusts for 2012 and beyond were finalized
and are as follows:

1. Continue to activate, motivate, and build
community among general membership. We will
focus on programs that have greater impact on the
spiritual formation of ME Classes while leading
BCGGs to interpersonal and metapersonal spiritual
growth. We will continue to equip, help, and
strengthen shepherds and alternate Shepherds. We
will encourage all shepherds and pastoral leaders
to become companions to members by employing
a more personal approach in caring for them, making
them feel a warmer sense of belonging and oneness
with the community while encouraging their
participation in ministry work. We will continue to
identify, motivate and develop emerging young and
new leaders. We will strive towards developing
deeper companionship and friendship across
sectors and BCGGs, and adopt alternative venues
and activities for celebrating as a community.

2. Continue to increase participation, as a community,
in the apostolate, internal and external. We will
expand involvement of members in community
activities and in serving the poor. We will increase
our awareness of members’ needs and address
them whenever feasible. We will involve members
in addressing issues critical to preserving the family
and to building the nation.

3. Instill greater discipline in implementing systems
and programs. We will ensure that plans and
programs are implemented and achieve their
intended impacts. We will simplify our ways of
proceeding. We will streamline operational
processes and adopt closer monitoring of what is
essential, using the advantages of technology.

In addition to the above thrusts, as we state that we are a
community of encountered families and not simply couples,
we will formalize the Youth Ministry commissioning all youth
members and developing more programs and projects for
them for their spiritual growth.

The challenge is for all of us to live our vision as an
apostolic community with the total program for couple and
family spirituality developed by Fr. Tanseco as our ideal. All of
us need to continue growing in all spiritual dimensions
(intrapersonal, interpersonal and metapersonal) such that our
lives and lifestyles dramatically change reflecting our core
values of Stewardship, Simplicity, Sharing and Service.

These thrusts lead us to focus on the following:

1. Increase the involvement of our members in
apostolic work.

o We will move together with the MEFP and
DSWD to implement Couple Power Lakas
Ng Magasawa (CPLM)

o We will continue our social action programs
such as direct services relief for typhoon
victims, livelihood programs, etc.

o We will continue to view our professions
and work as a form of apostolic service to
the community at large and encourage all
members to serve in their places of work
and in their professions

2. Increase Family Growth Programs and
activities.

o More family-oriented activities
o Post-MEW seminars/retreats
o Formalize Youth Ministry
o Ensure that formation and outreach

programs focus on marriage and family

3. Continue to identify and develop new
shepherds and servant leaders.

We are hopeful that with these thrusts and focus for 2012,
our members will continue to grow and we will be living our
vision of helping build God’s kingdom here on earth.
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Happy, and happy to be free

I still have a number of items in
my bucket list – things to do and places to
see. But being in a prison, I mean visiting
a prison, is not one of them. I have never
been to a jail or prison.

But God is a God of surprises. When I
applied with the Center for Ignatian
Spirituality and was confirmed for the 35-
week Retreat in Daily Life (19th Annotation)
last August, I was assigned a Jesuit priest
as my spiritual director. I was more than
happy but I wondered what God had in
store for me. My SD is with the Philippine
Jesuit Prison Service Foundation based
in the New Bilibid compound in Muntinlupa
and is an Assistant Chaplain looking after
the spiritual needs of about 20,000
inmates. As part of my RDL routine, I see
my SD once a week, and I see him at his
office in the New Bilibid compound. Sa
labas, if I may clarify, some 500 meters
away from the Maximum Security Prison.

The first surprise was that the New
Bilibid compound is a beautiful and
peaceful community. It is a 20- to 30-minute
drive from Alabang via the SLEX. On
September 21, Anchit dutifully drove for me;
it was our first time there. There are trees
all around and a small lake. There is a
residential area and three schools
(elementary, high school, and a
pamantasan) which account for the many

jeepneys and tricycles in
the streets. Somewhere in
the middle of the
compound is the Maximum
Security Penitentiary with
high walls and two towers
marking the entrance. It
looks like the walled city of
Intramuros painted white.
My SD tells me that the
Medium and the Minimum
Security camps are not far
away, however, I have not
seen them.

Another surprise was
that my SD is a young priest
ordained eleven years ago,

an accountant like me, full of fervor in his
ministry. I am on my third RDL to make
(real) peace with my God after five years of
searching. I have been wanting to be happy,
truly happy, and God has gifted me with a
guide who is just that, truly happy (forgive
the repetition), despite the difficult
circumstances of his assignment. Week
after week, he helps me claim my
consolations.

Perhaps the biggest surprise was my
passing through two heavy grille gates to
step into the world of people whom the law
has locked away from the rest of society.
My SD had invited me to join him on
Wednesdays when he would officiate Mass
at the chapel inside the Bilibid Maximum
Security. “Bring your friends,” he said. And
so I asked Anchit, Anne Alfonso, and Tony
& Aida del Rosario who all promptly said
yes. When I texted my SD our names to
enable him to secure passes, I suddenly
felt anxious. Am I doing the right thing? What
if a riot breaks out while we are inside the
prison camp? What if while at Mass, an
inmate reaches out his hand to me for the
“Our Father”? (In one of my inquisitions,
my SD had explained to me that inmates
are free to co-mingle with visitors during
Mass.) What if inmates try to converse with
me? I had obviously put a label on the
people I would visit.

On October 26, 2011, at around 8:40
a.m., I crossed over from my world to theirs

after a series of identification checks. The
men got two stamps near the wrist for the
gate, date, and time entered. The ladies
were not stamped – I guess we do not
pose a security threat since this prison is
just for male adults. We were met by a
group of men in navy blue shirts with the
sign “PSG – Pastoral Security Group” at
the back. Each of us was escorted with an
umbrella to the chapel, and later on, around
the camp. Our escorts were friendly,
courteous, and solicitous. When I told my
escort that I am not used to walking with
someone holding the umbrella for me, he
merely said it was his duty. Was he a
volunteer or an employee, I eventually
asked. Matter-of-factly, he told me, “Taga
dito po kami.” That didn’t bother me as I
was busy absorbing everything that was
going on around me.

A few rounds and we were at the
chapel. Many men in orange t-shirts were
concluding what seemed to be a prayer
meeting while others were practicing Mass
songs. I sat on the third pew with our guide
from the Jesuit Prison Service; at the other
end of the pew was a tall, white-haired man
in an orange t-shirt. When our guide left to
do an errand, a voice within me posed a
challenge, “Will you let this chance go by,
this chance to be one with someone society
has labeled a sinner but whom Jesus
loves nonetheless?” The question ran
through my mind three times, then I moved
over closer to the man in an orange t-shirt.
He lost no time starting conversation with
me and eventually introduced himself. I

Sally Chua Chiaco, John BCGG

New Bilibid Prison, today.

Old Bilibid Prison circa 1900.

Continued on page 13
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I learned about the Suyuan in Lucena from
Lynne Arevalo during one of their RDL sessions
with my husband Rey. I immediately called Djarn
Pestaño to volunteer as an auxie. Nag-OK naman
agad si Djarn at kulang talaga sila ng auxie. At
5:30 AM on Nov. 19, we left for the 3-hour drive to
Lucena. Masaya kami sa van, kwentuhan…
tawanan… kainan… hanggang nalampasan na
pala namin ang Caltex station sa SLEX kung saan
naghihintay si Gene Escosia. We had to make a
U-turn at the Sta. Rosa exit to get back to Gene.

Arriving at Dalahican, Lucena, we were met
by a smiling handsome man, Fr. Martin Mroz. We
immediately set off for Talao-Talao, a barrio
where the main livelihood is fishing. We set up
two venues, one for the Suyuan for 22 couples,
the other for the Suyuan Reunion for 14 couples.
After lunch we started the registration for the two
events. Djarn, Emma Punzalan, Gene, Suni
Rodriguez and husband Manolet (who recently
arrived from the US) and I tackled our individual
assignments while Lynne and Tony Arevalo were
busy setting up their equipment and posters.
Nakakatuwa at nakakalula ang dami ng tao –
mahigit 80 kasama ang mga anak nila. Mga
simpleng tao pero sabik makinig at isaayos ang
kanilang buhay mag-asawa at pamilya.

Nakita ko ang presence ng Panginoon kasi
naging maayos ang takbo ng aming gawain.
Lahat ay naging cooperative at nasiyahan sa
aming ginawa. Five of us served as facilitators in
the small group sharing of the Suyuan Reunion.
Nakakatuwa dahil nabigyang halaga nila ang
nagawa ng Suyuan nuong Pebrero  2011 sa
kanilang buhay. “Nabawasan ang bisyo,
nabawasan ang sagutan naming mag asawa,
naging mas maalalahanin sa akin, nagdarasal
na” ay ilan lamang sa mga nabago sa kanilang
buhay mag-asawa.

Natapos ang lahat at around 6:30 PM. Hindi
matapos-tapos ang pasasalamat nila pati na rin
si Fr. Martin na muling nag-anyaya sa grupo na
magbigay ng marami pang Suyuan sa kanila.
Hindi rin sila nakalimot na pabaunan kami ng
saging sa aming pag-uwi. I thank God for giving
me this opportunity to serve for His greater glory!

Suyuan sa Lucena
Nitz Eslava, Sing to the Lord BCGG
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[1] Lynne & Tony Arevalo conduct the Suyuan  [2] Fr. Martin Mroz, center, is the
parish priest of Talao-Talao  [3] Magis Deo auxies prepare the roses for [4] the
Suyuan couples.
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gis Deo Family Day
d Christmas Party
December 3, 2011
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I am in a wild adventure ride with God. The wild
adventures are the trials in my life hitting me at high speed one
after the other. It seems to me that God likes it this way because
it keeps me from being lukewarm towards Him. And lukewarm I
am not.

At one point, I stopped in anger, shook my fist at God and
said, “You know, I don’t think you really know how to run the
world!” His answer to me was in the form of a prayer which was
printed in the 2011 edition of Sacred Space:

Prayer for the Journey

(A Celtic Prayer)

As the rain hides the stars,
as the autumn mist hides the hills,

as the clouds veil the blue of the sky,
So the dark happenings of my lot

hide the shining of your face from me.
Yet, if I may hold your hand in the darkness,

it is enough, since I know that,
though I may stumble in my going,

you do not fall.

This prayer deeply touched the core of my skeptical heart. I
liked the picture of holding God’s hand in the darkness and He
not falling even if I’m stumbling all over the place. So, off I went
again on my wild ride with God. However, being human and a
skeptic, I got fed up again. I turned back to the prayer that God
showed me and I went over the last few lines again:

Yet, if I may hold your hand in the darkness,
it is enough, since I know that,

though I may stumble in my going,
you do not fall.

I said to God, “But WHY must we always walk in the
darkness??? Can’t we go out into the sunshine for a bit? We’re

not moles!” And still we continued in the darkness and still I
never let up pestering God, “LET’S GO OUT INTO THE
SUNSHINE!!!”

One day, I decided to give up. I said to God, “Look, I know that
trials are supposed to bring me closer to you but do you know
that too much of these trials can also make me swing the other
way? Do you know that???” No answer from Him. Then I said,
“Fine…I don’t want to go with you anymore! I cannot deny that you
exist because you are for real but I can surely choose to ignore
you. From now on, you will not be in my life!”

After I said this, I suddenly pictured myself at the point of
death. Since I chose to ignore God, He wasn’t there to keep me
company. I felt very scared and lonely. I even felt this deep despair.
No God…for eternity…

I quickly erased the picture from my mind. I said to God, not
without some degree of embarrassment, “Oops…I recant what I
said. I don’t want to ignore you. I guess I do need you after all so
- LET’S GO!!!”

And so I’m back in the ride with God who likes it wild. He
gave me a prayer again to go with the ride. This prayer is printed
in the 2012 edition of Sacred Space:

Prayer for Peace

(A Celtic Prayer, again)

Deep peace of the running waves to you,
deep peace of the flowing air to you,
deep peace of the quiet earth to you,

deep peace of the shining stars to you,
deep peace of the shades of night to you,
moon and stars always giving light to you,

deep peace of Christ, the Son of Peace, to you.

So am I at peace now? God knows…

God likes it wild
Gi Valencia, Praxis Ministry / Easter BCGG

Birthdays - First 10 days of  February
01 Helen Chua Sirach
02 Mark Madrid John
03 Shiela Tumaliuan Mustard Seed
04 Merlene Chua Transfiguration

Istine Guico ME Class 107
Anna Pili Emmanuel

05 Alma Cornejo Archangel Gabriel
Arlyn Tabilog ME Class 106

06 Tito Lim ME Class 105
07 Evie Bayron ME Class 106

09 Ferdie Joson Sirach
10 Lan Billoso ME Class 106

Wedding Anniversaries - First 10 days of February
03 Ray & Ging de Guzman John
04 Jojet & Maia Cruz ME Class 100
07 Uriel & Yella Castillo Archangel Gabriel
08 Benz & Vina Dimanalata Good Shepherd
09 Rjay & Star Santos Ephesians
10 Johnny & Gladys de Veyra ME Class 98

Danny & Charito Dimayuga Sirach
Frank & Fe+ Reyes Jeremiah-Philippians
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Emmanuel, God with us
Lesli Gatchalian, Sing to the Lord BCGG

November was one heavy month for the
Magis Deo Choir. Looking back, I am amazed
at how we were able to survive that month.

In the last week of October, Ted
Concepcion advised the Magis Choir that in
lieu of the annual MEFP Festival of Songs,
there would be a Prayer Rally on November
26, involving all organizations under the
MEFP. We would also be singing as one big
group with the other MEFP choirs. At first, I
was skeptical as to whether we could do
this, but the entire choir took courage. The
practices were more challenging than the
traditional Festival of Songs in terms of time,
frequency and the distance of the practice
venue. In between these group practices,
we had other practice sessions for the Magis
November community celebration, the
Harana and December caroling! To my
pleasant surprise, the Choir was not
dismayed but took it in their hearts that this
was the service they committed to.
Undaunted, they practiced 2 to 3 times a
week in venues as far as Marikina,
occasionally going home hungry but
spiritually filled.

There was happiness and enthusiasm
in meeting the MEFP umbrella community,
and being able to sing as one with them in
praising the Lord. In our spiritual eagerness
and faithfulness, God provided us with
stamina and strength. He filled us from the
time we first practiced until the Prayer Rally
itself.

Our hearts were lifted by the songs and
our eyes swelled with tears of joy. I

remember the instructor chiding us,
urging us to sing first before crying!

Jesus really is alive! God made a
way for all of to get together and celebrate
His presence in their lives in a truly
touching and memorable event.

The opening song “I Just Wanna Be
Where You Are” epitomized our longing
for God, the reason why we strive to be
in His likeness, why we are in the MEFP
trying to live His ways. Slowly, one is
consumed by the songs and unabashed
praising. One begins to sing from the
heart. One begins to feel his/her
neighbor’s singing with a grateful heart
to the Holy One! Indeed, we thank Him
for allowing us to be part of the MEFP
Choir and experience this prayerful
event.

God was there when everyone in the
community became my sister or brother.
God was there when the choir became too
big to be handled by just one or two
instructors. God was there when the Magis
Deo Choir was broken up to mingle, blend
and sing in one voice with the others. God
was there when, after less than a month of
practice, the MEFP Choir was good to go.
Indeed, Emmanuel, God is with us.

As a culmination, Fr. Ruben Tanseco,
our MEFP founder, celebrated Holy Mass.
The presence of the Magis Deo Community
was acknowledged in the parade of
banners and was part of the throng that
greeted Fr. Tanseco. Our 80-year old
founder was smiling at the many love
triangles (husband, wife, God) he has
promoted!

Allow me to share with you the events at the Cuneta Astrodome,
led by MEFP President Robert Aventajado, through this link:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b5f63FtJS1o

Top: Members of the Magis Deo Community and the Magis Choir with Fr. Ruben at the MEFP
Prayer Rally. Bottom left: A backdrop with the theme of the Prayer Rally: God in M.E.
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SCENES AND SIGNS OF FAITH

Clyde D. Abapo, Jeremiah-Philippians BCGG

[ 6 ]

Stewardship of Natural Resources
Some scenes that reflect stewardship of our resources.

Pasil Market in Cebu (in the ‘60s)

The market occupied about 3 hectares. It is bounded by a
main road and two side streets. The back side is an open sea
often crowded with bancas, fishing boats and other sea craft. Not
far from the shore but still within the market proper were semi-
permanent stalls and ambulant vendors selling fish, shells,
seaweeds and other marine species like shrimps, crabs, lobsters
and octopus for home consumption. The side streets were lined
with carinderias, vegetable stalls and small grocery stores.

Pasil market is more of a fish port than a traditional market.
Most transactions are wholesale or lot bidding. It is said to be the
biggest in Cebu and in the region. Supplies come from the nearby
islands – Bohol, Negros and Iloilo – while a variety of supplies
come from Bantayan and Palawan. Business is conducted twice
a day: at dawn and in the early afternoon.

There were many push carts. It was not uncommon to see 2
to 4 carts loaded with live turtles (pawikan weighing 30 to 50 kilos
each) and baby/young sharks 4 to 6 feet long. A cart might also
hold extra large tuna, sword fish and giant lapu-lapu known locally
as “kugtong,” whose mouth can possibly swallow a basketball. I
was sure there are special customers for these extraordinary
species. Such sights were not daily occurrences but did happen
a number of times a month. However, through the years, the
frequency went down. The people, more than the government
agencies, have seen the importance of preserving our marine
resources.

Beach resort in Siquijor

Last April we went to Dumaguete and Siquijor. Aside from
meeting relatives, I wanted to see what Siquijor offered. I found
one beach resort attractive. Stil l being developed, its
accommodations and facilities were not up to international
standards. Despite this, I still found our stay very enjoyable.

But what caught my attention was the stretch of land planted
with molave trees on both sides of the road. Snaking down to the
beach, the trees provided not only sanctuary for birds and animals
but also comfort and protection from sunlight.

Molave is difficult to find these days; the people and the local
Siquijor government are right in their thrust. Molave is hard, strong
and durable material for furniture, wooden posts and woodcraft
items.

Kataban Island in Bohol

Kataban is among a group of islands where fish, shells and
other marine species thrive in abundance. Unless a full scale
development takes place, I don’t see it as a potential tourist spot.
However, the local folks make sure that their marine resources
are not disturbed and their source of livelihood unaffected. Those
who have the financial resources can put up a fish pen but with a
size limitation. Bantay Dagat (sea patrols made up of civilian
volunteers who watch Philippine coastal waters) is very much
alive there.

Walking around the island, I noticed that a third of its
perimeter length is planted with mangrove trees. Most of these
trees have already spread 10 meters into the sea. This is a wise
move of the local residents to sustain the ecology balance.
Mangroves attract small and growing fish, crustaceans and crabs.

Many communities are becoming increasingly aware of
the need to protect their fishing grounds.

Mangrove trees line the banks of a river in Bohol.
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Zarah C. Gagatiga, Mt. Olivet BCGG

AFTERTHOUGHTS

Silent in the
new year

My mother is a very superstitious
woman. As a child, I grew up a witness to
her armada of superstitious practices and
beliefs for every occasion. Take for
example the celebration of New Year.

On New Year’s eve, on top of all the
noise and revelry, she would require me to
jump several times at the strike of twelve
midnight so that I could grow taller. I was
not spared from wearing polka-dot clothes
ala-Kuya Germs Moreno on the first day of
January so that my finances would fountain
like a natural spring. Grapes hung from
doorways and all water receptacles, food
containers and wallets must be full or half
filled at least. At the start of every year, she
would consult fortune tellers who read
palms and use tarot cards to chart and
predict the future.

A decade later, give or take a few odd
years, I realized how funny and childish
these superstitious rituals were. Looking
back, it’s all but a game my mother and I
played on New Year’s day.

I’m stuck at four feet and ten inches.
Money does not spring out of water wells
nor does it grow on trees. Laze around,
cease to discover dignity in labor, and the
rice dispenser and food cupboard would
go empty on days. Fortune tellers are
business people who need to put food on
the table just like everybody else; and
polka-dot clothes make good costumes
for clowns. The strange thing is, many
people, myself included, still subscribe to

these practices in spite of the teachings
acquired from many a spiritual formation
activity. I still find myself filling up water
bins on New Year’s eve. A hard habit to
break, yes, especially since it was instilled
in childhood.

I worry because such beliefs and
practices, amusing and fun as they are,

extended him the same courtesy. He was
mild-mannered, looked dignified, and had
a gentle smile. I could not imagine why he
is in the camp. When the “Our Father”
came, I automatically extended my hand
and we prayed together. The Spirit had
calmed me. I was in tears when I received
Communion.

After the Mass, we toured the camp for
about an hour. The camp is divided for
security reasons into four quarters. I was
surprised to find out that inmates are free
to go to any quarter during the day provided
they present themselves for the headcount
at the beginning and at the end of each
day. The camp is a thriving community, and
since the area is huge, a visitor like me
cannot imagine that some 12,000 people
live there. Inside, there is a big hospital, a
big Catholic church, a small Catholic
chapel, chapels of other faiths (Iglesia,
Born Again, Moslem, Protestant, etc.),

classrooms where students were taught
English, consumer electronics, computer
technology, and tailoring, and were doing
arts and crafts such as wood-burning,
painting, parol-making, molding of statues
and figurines, and wood carving. There is
a “talipapa” where one can buy fresh food
and produce, several stores selling house
wares and even toys a la “168”, a framing
shop, and a “carinderia,” all owned and
operated by residents. In the gym, there
were dance lessons, and in the park,
“taichi.” Programs to rehabilitate those
living in the camp and to provide them
some means of livelihood were evident.
My escort explained that those who are
fortunate to receive financial support from
their families are able to do business, to
construct small houses instead of living in
cells, to have meals in the “carinderia”
instead of in the “brigade,” to wear stylish
orange shirts instead of the usual orange
t-shirts.

After passing by the commercial
district, I commented to my escort that I
was glad to see the residents of the camp
free to move about, to do business, to do
many things. He said, “Oo nga po, pero
kahit ano ang gawin namin, hanggang
pader na lang kami.” Suddenly, I realized
how free I am, how borderless my life is. I
recalled the prayer for “Freedom” in
Sacred Space where “I bow my head in
thanksgiving for my freedom…I pray for
all prisoners and captives.” Freedom is
indeed the Lord’s gift!

In prayer that night, I thanked God for
the chance to “visit those in prison.” It is
one of the seven corporal works of mercy.
Wanting to be more than just a tourist at
the Bilibid, I have found little ways to help
lighten their burdens with the help of
friends. Just really little ways to make a
few of the 12,000 smile.

can blur the path towards discernment and
knowing the heart’s true desires. It is
difficult enough to be aware of one’s
emotions and to ask God’s intervention in
healing the illnesses of the spirit; more so,
to break habits that drive me away from
growing in a relationship with God.

I turn to my journal and take comfort in
the notes and reflection points from recent
Ignatian retreats and recollections, and
insights gleaned from talks by guest
priests at community celebrations. The
challenge of Fr. Dave Concepcion s etched
in my mind: to always examine and examen
the way we do things especially because
humans are creatures of habit. We have a
tendency to lose sight of God’s will in the
midst of the work and the ways of this world.
Fr. Manoling Francisco, SJ once shared
that God will draw out the good from our
past mistakes because nothing is ever
wasted in God’s plan of salvation.

Therefore, hope can be found not in
crystal balls or tea leaves but in constant
prayer and reflection. God has to be the
greatest fortune teller for He uses many
ways to reveal the future. Besides, He has
a tool that surpass all forms of magical
implements — silence. The catch is, you
and I, we better listen well for He knows no
superstitions.

Happy, and... continued from page 6
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Rey Mella, Ephesians BCGG
SPIRITUAL TIDBITS AND HUMOR

On stewardship

We change the way the world is
powered. That is our company’s vision
statement. I am blessed being part of a
company that actually takes care of and
protects the environment by not polluting
it any further and by producing clean
energy. The company I work for and the
kind of work I do allow me to practice
stewardship of God’s creation. It’s a huge
opportunity to make history and a great
personal blessing.

____________

In our company, we have a
sustainability program. Sustainability is
“the ability to meet present needs
responsibly without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their
own needs.” It is at the heart of our mission
to change the way the world is powered. It
is an important reason why many of us –
our employees, executives and partners –
have chosen to be a part of this company.

Our Sustainability Mission says that
our company “creates products, services,
and partnerships that provide world
communities with a healthy planet.”

We take care of waste disposal,
recycle a lot of materials including water,
use environ-friendly materials like water-
based paint and mercury lampsl reduce
waste, and reduce usage and
consumption. We conserve power, water,
and supplies where and when we can.

My role is to provide leadership,
motivation, inspiration, and support to our
environment, health and safety, and
facilities management teams. My work and
my desire to be a good steward are inter-
connected and intertwined. I am grateful
for this.

____________

Everyone in the world has one
common resource that he needs to really
take care of 24 hours a day. That’s

precisely why I am repetitive when it comes
to time management. At each opportunity, I
keep lecturing that we all have only 24
hours in a day and that what separates the
productive from the non-productive, the
successful from the unsuccessful, the top
from the poor performers is time
management and the effective use of time.
Time is God’s gift to us and being good at
time management is also practicing
stewardship.

____________

We don’t have to be good at
everything. But we should maximize and
be excellent in those areas we are great
at, and share that talent.

Working hard in pursuit of excellence
is stewardship. Chuck Swindoll wrote that
God intends that we “live above the level of
mediocrity.” This means being average is
not acceptable to God, that being mediocre
is not the way of God. That being excellent
is spiritual. That striving to be excellent is
God’s expectation of us. It is also an
exercise in stewardship of our gifts. After
all, God deserves our best.

____________

I am a stickler for preventive actions
like preventive maintenance (PM) for
equipment, change oil and regular check-
ups of my car, and executive check-ups for
my health. I am a maintenance person.
That’s where I started my career. I have
always believed in the saying “an ounce of
prevention is worth more than a pound of
cure.”

I also believe that taking care of one’s
body is the responsible way of thanking
God for our bodies. I try to eat right and get
enough sleep. Whenever I can, I exercise.
When time allows, I take a respite and relax.
This is my response to God’s challenge
on stewardship of my body.

____________

A pig and a chicken were walking
through a poor section of the city.

The chicken said to the pig, “Look at
all those hungry people. Let’s give them
ham and eggs for breakfast.”

The pig said, “Wait a minute. For you,
it’s a donation. For me, it’s a sacrifice.”

____________

Benjamin Franklin understood the
value of time fully well and wrote, “Dost
thou love life? Then do not squander time;
for that’s the stuff life is made of.”

____________

“Be careful how you live. Live as the
wise and not the unwise. Redeeming the
time, for the days are evil.”

– Ephesians 5: 15-16

____________

“The earth will not continue to offer
its harvest, except with faithful
stewardship. We cannot say we love the
land and then take steps to destroy it for
use by future generations.”

 – Pope John Paul II

____________

Oh Lord, giver of life and source of
our freedom, we are reminded that Yours
is “the earth in its fullness; the world and
those who dwell in it.” We know that it is
from your hand that we have received all
we have and are and will be. Gracious and
loving God, we understand that you call us
to be the stewards of Your abundance, the
caretakers of all you have entrusted to us.
Help us always to use your gifts wisely
and teach us to share them generously.
May our faithful stewardship bear witness
to the love of Christ in our lives. We pray
this with grateful hearts in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

– St. Ignatius of Loyola
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Calendar of Activities:  January - March 2012

January Venue Contacts / Sponsors

07 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center TBA
08 (To be confirmed)  MEFP-DSWD Couple Power TBA TBA

Lakas ng Mag-asawa Program, North Cluster
19 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
28-29 Spiritual Leadership Seminar I.S.O. – ADMU Campus, Q.C. MEFP 426-4206
28-29 MEFP Leadership Training (for those who TBA MEFP 426-4206

have attended the Shepherding program)
28-29     Christian Parenting for Peace & Justice CeFam Building Perry / Jossie Dimarucut 09189448014

February

04 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center TBA
05 (To be confirmed)  MEFP-DSWD Couple Power TBA TBA

Lakas ng Mag-asawa Program, North Cluster
10-12 (Tentative) Marriage Encounter Weekend La Salette, Silang, Cavite TBA
11-12 Team Couple Training (for those who CeFam MEFP 426-4206

have attended the Shepherding Program
16 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191

March

03 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center TBA
15 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191

Allan & Carrie Ybañez ME Class 101
10 Eli & Edith Prieto Genesis of David
11 Rommie & Precy Ramos ME Class 107
12 Ricky & Shari Consulta Mustard Seed
13 Lilit & Abby Tumbocon John
14 Og & Bem Cadayona ME Class 102

Vic & Erlinda Hurna Mustard Seed
Orlan & Cora Ladao Ephesians
Ricky & Gi Valencia Easter

15 Dan & Lille Collado Mustard Seed
Ghanie & Cyn Domalaon ME Class 106
Raymund & Vivian Martin Easter

19 Joel & Jang Estrada Emmanuel
Willy & Suy Isaac ME Class 104
Etoy & Anna Pili Emmanuel

21 Rey & Linalu Rivera ME Class 101
22 Teng & Gaya Antonio Mt. Olivet

Monchito & Tina Mossesgeld Cana
23 Flor & Mely Peralta Exodus
24 Terry & Virgie Abella Mustard Seed
25 Efren & Percy Castañarez Beatitudes

Paul & Rose Marigomen ME Class 104
26 Ian & Neth Alon Ephesians

Ding & Lorna Estabillo ME Class 106
Jun & Jen Noguerra ME Class 106

27 Roi & Jenny Palencia ME Class 103
Miles & Evelyn San Pedro Cana

28 Boy & Kit dela Peña Exodus
Eddie & Conching Punongbayan ME Class 107

29 Jojo & Tricia Espiritu ME Class 101
30 JP & Kenneth Aquino ME Class 100

Berlin & Au Juanzon Good Shepherd
JC & Purita Manalo ME Class 98

January Birthday Celebrants

01 Malvin Leaño ME Class 100
02 Kit dela Peña Exodus

Joyce Dy-Po ME Class 99
03 Tere Palicdon ME Class 102
04 Charm Ang ME Class 103

Kleng Cobico Thessalonians
05 Pete Ampongan ME Class 105

Dennis Plaza Easter
Conching Punongbayan ME Class 107

06 Ces Regis ME Class 106
09 Djarn Pestaño Sirach

Mila Sison Corinthians
12 Pam Narciso Psalm 46-Samaritans
13 Kenneth Aquino ME Class 100

Dang Atienza Beatitudes
Precy Osados Mustard Seed
Cesar Sangalang Psalm 46-Samaritans

16 Manny Martin ME Class 103
Tonton Pascual ME Class 104

17 Og Cadayona ME Class 102
18 Ruby Pizarro Corinthians
21 Jean Ambe Kapatiran kay Kristo

Arnold Rodriguez Jeremiah-Philippians
22 Paolo Mascardo ME Class 103
23 Sol Macalalad Mt. Olivet
24 JB Dimayuga John

Tony Vistan Psalm 46-Samaritans
25 Fe Garcia Sing to the Lord

Orlan Ladao Ephesians
Art Vargas Easter

27 Bert Castro Easter
30 Tess Del Rosario ME Class 101
31 Willy Isaac ME Class 104

Mon Umali Magnificat

January Wedding Anniversaries

01 Charley & Jay Ng Sy Agnus Dei
George+ & Joy Uy-Tioco Sirach

03 Caloy & Charm Ang ME Class 103
Edison & Jojo Guzman Beatitudes

04 Jerry & Faith Licayan ME Class 106
05 Mark & Karen Madrid ME Class 99

Nilo & Marilu Sta. Maria Magnificat
06 Boyet & Rose Ambata Ephesians
07 Robert & Tina Pangilinan ME Class 107
08 Mike & Nessa Santos ME Class 102
09 Jun & Mila Sison Corinthians
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