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2013-2014 Pastoral Council Members Elected

The election for the 2013-2014
Pastoral Council was held last October 6,
2012 at the San Carlos Lay Formation
Center in Makati. The COMELEC reported
82 registered voters during September up
to the election day with 74 voters present.
This year’s turnout is more than 60%
increase in total number of voters present
8 years ago. In 2004, total voters present
reached only 44. More couples/members
are getting actively involved in community
activities since last year. The elections
started right after the mass presided by our
spiritual director, Fr. Ruben Tanseco, SJ.
The voting lasted for five voting rounds to
complete the slots of three council
members.

Outgoing council members who
served a two-year term are Ted & Susan
Concepcion, Leony & Mia Parada, and
Ramie & Mimi Santos. These outgoing
council members served as COMELEC at
the election.

Here are our three newly elected
Pastoral Council members.

Charley & Jay Ng Sy began with Magis
Deo during its early beginnings. This couple
has shepherded more than 10 ME Classes
including Post-LSS Classes. They are

currently our North
Sector Head and
served in various
Magis Ministries. The
couple has served in
Community Services,
Committee events,
outreach programs
and many more.

Claro & Linda
Santos belong to
Agnus Dei BCGG like
Charley & Jay, together
with our current Vice
Chaircouple, Cesar &
Marivic Pareja. Claro &
Linda joined Magis
Deo in 1987 and are
very active in com-
munity services

Outgoing council members Leony & Mia Parada, Ted Concepcion,
Mimi &  Ramie Santos and Susan Concepcion serve as COMELEC
and canvass the votes.

especially in medical and dental missions.
Claro & Linda are currently our Commu-
nity Services Ministry Head and have
joined other ministries before.

Ricky & Trixie Sun are the youngest in
terms of Community membership. They
are part of ME Class 93 in 2008. They
continue to attend Magis Deo’s spiritual
formation programs and are both currently
taking the Retreat in Daily Life (RDL). They

Charley & Jay Ng Sy Claro & Linda Santos Ricky & Trixie Sun

joined the Shepherds & Sharers Formation
Ministry last year and continue to attend
regularly their BCGG meetings.

To Charley & Jay, Claro & Linda, and
Ricky & Trixie, we welcome you as our
2013-2014 servant leaders of the Magis
Deo Community.

Ted Concepcion, Chaircouple
Agnus Dei BCGG
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Possessed by
possessions

Sunday Homily

14 October 2012

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

Today’s Gospel reading has
a significant relevance to many of us
Christians who are sincerely making efforts
in being disciples of Christ. Like that man
who approached Jesus and asked what
more he could do to inherit eternal life,
many of us, like him, are already following
God’s law by not committing murder,
adultery, theft; by not bearing false witness
or defrauding; and by loving our families.
What more can we do to be assured of being
with Him forever after our mortal death?

This is where He addresses those
among us who have been gifted with
material wealth and riches, which are both
a God-given privilege as well as
responsibility. But human as we are, many
of those who are materially wealthy get

inordinately attached to their privilege of
being wealthy, and discard their
responsibility to God and God’s people.
They allow themselves to be possessed
by their possessions rather than surrender
themselves to be possessed by God, and
God’s designs for humanity.

There is nothing wrong with material
wealth per se. In fact, it is an intrinsic part
of God’s creation, which is meant for the
common good of God’s people. For the
good of all, and not just for some. This is
the inescapable responsibility of the rich
and wealthy. And the more they become
faithful to this responsibility, the closer they
become to God, here and hereafter.

It is in this context that I must once
again repeat what I have previously
described as the Christian lifestyle of

Stewardship, Simplicity and Sharing. First
of all, we are not the owners of our own
lives and possessions. God owns us,
whoever we are and whatever we have.
That super-rich man may suddenly die next
week or next month, leaving all his material
possessions behind. Quite often, the
surviving spouse and children even
quarrel over his material possessions.
Again, we are simply God’s stewards,
caretakers, administrators. In our prayer
life, we must consult the Lord and discern
how He would want us to use our
possessions. If we truly listen to Him in
prayer, He will surely lead us to a more
simple lifestyle, and this applies especially
to the wealthy. They will then have much
more than their personal and family needs,
and this is what they are missioned by God
to share with those who have less or
nothing at all. This is so relevant, even
crucial, in our country today, where the
material wealth nationwide is under the
ownership and control of a small minority,
and the great majority of our people are
materially poor, many of whom are literally
destitute.

As a nation, we are Christian in name,
but still very far from what that really means.
A more equitable distribution of God’s
resources is His will, and it deserves no
less than an EDSA 3, in some form or
another.

Forbes Asia recently named the forty
wealthiest men in our country, and fifteen
of them are billionaires. I am certain that in
their own ways, they have been contributing
and donating to projects and programs for
the poor. But considering the national
situation, my faith tells me that the Lord
wants them to give and share MUCH
MORE. The material gap between them
and the poor is just too big. This is very far
from God’s design for the common good
of His people.

Moreover, no less than three
Presidents of the Philippines have been
accused of plunder and corruption. Indeed,
the love of money corrupts. When we
become inordinately attached to material
riches, that is the beginning of the end. Our
first and foremost attachment must be an
unconditional attachment to God, who
loves us unconditionally. God is the only
Absolute. Everything else is relative.
Everything!

A story is told of a tourist from America
who paid a visit to a well-known Jewish
rabbi. The tourist was astonished to see
that the rabbi’s house was only a simple
room filled with books, plus a table and a
bench. “Rabbi,” asked the tourist, “where
is your furniture?” “Where is yours?” replied
the rabbi. “Mine?” asked the puzzled
American. “But I am only a visitor here. I’m
only passing through.” And the rabbi said,
“So am I.”

So are we all. We are just passing
through. Let us ceaselessly pray and work
hard to live by what Christ is missioning
us to do in today’s Gospel reading,
especially we who belong to the institutional
Church. Those of us who belong to
religious orders and congregations have
much more that we can do in this regard,
particularly because we have a vow of
poverty, and we live and work in the
Philippines, where the majority of our
people are very poor.

Lord, please continue to guide us
where You want us to go, and what more
You want us to do. The urgency for national
reform is so clear. Draw us closer to You,
that we may discern and receive the
courage and strength that we need. Amen.
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EDITORIAL

Saintliness

Last October 2012 our MDNL Editorial
focused on the qualities of an ideal Ignatian
community member. In the light of our
imminent Pastoral Council election we

were urged to keep the following qualities in mind in
casting our vote: “God-centered, spiritual, grateful,
generous, just, compassionate, responsible,
respectful, committed, helpful, loving, a cultivator of
virtue, reflective and a team member.” It is a test that
applies equally to us all and not just during election
time!

It offered us a suit, challenged us to test the fit, and
decide how comfortably we measure up to it as
individuals and as a community. I remember thinking:
the suit is made for Angels. The suit will be very tight for
me. I would need to change a lot to wear it well. Why is
it so easy for some and so hard for me? For YOU also,
dear reader? Must we be a SAINT for it to fit? Perhaps
we need to get to know our TAILOR better!

On November 1, we will be celebrating All Saints
Day. How did they become Saints? What does it mean
to BE Saintly? And if not Saintly, to BE at least an
“encountered” couple? To have come face to face with
GOD in some mysterious, unexplainable way that we
may ultimately only appreciate as the Grace of God?
And, if still not yet, like Ignatius did, to know that GOD
exists and to seek each day, the traces of Him in All
Creation, and in everything that we do.

What are the traces of Saintliness? We must Seek
it even as we know we must first be Chosen by God’s
grace. From the lives of Saints we have come to know
about, the joy of being Chosen may come only after
many trials and much pain – the loss of Self and the
gain of GOD’s favor for one another

So – what is a Saint?

Our Church tells us: a Saint is a holy and
consecrated person... a “person of remarkable
holiness, who lived a life of heroic virtue... during their
pilgrimage on earth.” There is a long list of
characteristics: meek, charitable, prayerful,
courageous...” In the context of our Catholic faith, as
quoted in the Web from “Fundamentals of Catholic
Dogma”... a saint is... “a member of the Church (who)
has been assumed into eternal bliss and may be the
object of general veneration.” There is a long and
deliberate process of recognition, of Canonization, in
our Church. This includes the verification of miracles
attributed to the intercession of the person under

consideration. Catholics who may not be Saints may
nevertheless be great heroes of the Church.

On the last Sunday of November, we will be
celebrating the Feast of Christ the King. I was struck by
the contrast between the images of majesty and power
that “King” connotes versus the seeming powerlessness
from the crown of thorns Jesus had on His head on His
tortured way to crucifixion. I had negative thoughts about
our Church celebrating the Kingship of the “man/God”
of our faith – until I re-read three questions posed to me
by one of a good number of our own in Magis Deo, who
are very caring and deeply spiritual. Allow me to pose
the questions also to you. You will probably have a truer
insight than I.

What kind of King is this Jesus Christ we follow?

How did He live His life while He was among us?

How have I followed His call?

Instead of pomp and circumstance, the God/man
Jesus chose to be born in winter, in a manger, wrapped
in swaddling clothes. He chose to be brought up in
poverty with a carpenter’s family. He was brought up by
dutiful parents Mary and Joseph and presented by them
to the Temple as was the custom of His time.

He must have had a quick and curious mind.
Listening to the learned men of His time whenever His
parents brought Him to the Temple, to the point of
engaging them in discourse while still very young. As an
adult, He was angry at the sacrilegious behavior of
merchants in the Temple and drove them out. For 30
years until His time had come, He grew in faith and
grace with His Abba with whom He developed a special
closeness. Then the time came for His Passion, Death,
and Resurrection.

As Catholics, we know that a Saint is someone
who has Demonstrated Exceptional Holiness in his or
her life. Invariably through a long process of study and
investigation, supported by miracles, a person may be
recognized by our Church as having attained Sainthood.

Over the last few pages, we have journeyed from
what it means to be Ignatian, to be a Saint, and to be
Jesus. You may well ask what does it mean to BE A
CHRISTIAN? We may have been BORN that way, that is,
inherited it from our parents. We may have been
Convinced by the exercises of our mind. We may have
been Chosen by the Faith Experiences of our life. In the
latter, we feel the ineffable Grace of God.

Tony del Rosario, John BCGG
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Growing in our faith
Cesar & Marivic Pareja, Pastoral Council / Agnus Dei BCGG

Having been with the Magis
Deo Community for the past
14 years, we consider
ourselves fortunate in

receiving God’s grace in the form of
enlightenment especially on how our faith
has fared through the years. We have
served in various levels in and with our
community; as neophyte members,
auxiliaries, shepherds, team sharers,
ministry members, and now as members
of our Pastoral Council.

We considered these assignments as
God’s call for us to serve which we are not
in a position to decline. We accepted each
designation on the strength of our faith that
we would not be given a task we could not
handle. But we are likewise aware that our
faith may not be enough to carry us
through, so we continue to cultivate,
strengthen and enrich our faith so we can
continue to grow in our faith and be
prepared for whatever God has planned
for us to accomplish.

For our part, we strive to nurture our
faith by getting more intimate with the Word
of God, reading and meditating on the Daily
Gospel, sharing our experiences on the
scriptures during prayer meetings,
attending seminars and retreats, and
seeking counsel with our Spiritual
Directors.

Another method we find useful is to
study the tasks assigned to us. What we
lack in experience is bolstered by what we
learn, further strengthening our faith that
we can accomplish what we were chosen
to do. We were fortunate that upon our
election last year as members of our
Pastoral Council, a fellow council member,
Lito Gonzales, gave us a book on how to
be an effective servant-leader.

The Way of the Shepherd by Dr. Kevin
Leman and William Pentak gave us
inspiration and a fresh perspective on the
art of leadership. We would like to share
the seven principles we learned.

Seven Principles of the Way of the
Shepherd

1.  Know the condition of your flock

To be effective as a leader one should
follow the status of your people as well as
the status of the work assigned to each
group and individual. You should get to
know your flock, one sheep at a time;
engaging your people on a regular basis.
Always keep your eyes and ears open,
question and follow through.

2.  Discover the shape of your flock

Your choice of sheep can make flock
management easier or harder. Start
working with the healthy sheep to avoid
inheriting someone else’s problem. Know
the physical and mental condition of your
community members (the SHAPE of your
sheep) to make sure they’re in the right fold.

3.  Help your sheep identify with you

Build trust with your followers by
modeling authenticity, integrity and
compassion. Set high standards of
performance for yourself. Relentlessly
communicate your values and sense of
mission. Define the cause and objective
for your community and tell them where
they fit in. Remember that great leadership
isn’t just professional; it’s personal.

4.  Make your pasture a safe place

Keep your community members well
informed. Infuse every position with
importance. Cull chronic instigators from
the flock. Regularly rotate the sheep to fresh
pastures; giving members assignments
where they can grow. Reassure everybody
by staying visible. And don’t give problems
time to develop.

5.  The staff of direction

The Shepherd possesses two tools:
the Staff and the Rod. Use the staff to guide
your flock. Know where you’re going, get
out in front and keep your flock on the move.
When directing, use persuasion rather than
coercion; give your members freedom of

movement, but make sure they know
where the fence line is. When your sheep
get in trouble, go and help them out.
Remind your people that failure isn’t fatal.

6.  The rod of correction

The Shepherd’s second tool, the rod,
can be used for several functions. As a
means of protection, the shepherd wields
the rod to stand in front of trouble and fight
for his sheep. The rod can likewise be
used to correct erring members; but you
should always approach the enforcement
of discipline as a teaching opportunity. It
can also be used for inspection when you
regularly inquire about your people’s
progress.

7.  The heart of the shepherd

We must always remember that a
great leadership is a lifestyle, not a
technique. Every day you have to decide
who’s going to pay for your leadership –
you or your people. Most of all, have a heart
for your sheep.

And, in all your ways, always
acknowledge Him: our greatest
Shepherd, our Lord, Jesus Christ.

We know that in the face all these, it is
our faith that continues to guide us as we
likewise sustain and nurture it so that we
literally grow in our faith as our faith grows
in us and with us.
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Praxis: Knowing God
Ricky Valencia, Praxis Ministry / Easter BCGG

Like the duckling, I have also
“imprinted” in my soul a thirst… a hunger
for the “one” who can give me rest and
comfort. I have a craving to be loved. Like
the pizza I craved for with just the right
toppings and cheese and with just the right
amount of crunch to the crust… I will
search all the pizza joints until I find it. I
know what I need and I know it is out there.
This is the part when I start walking.

Does God know where I can find a
good pizza? Maybe if I meet Him during
one of my walks, I could ask Him. Jesus
was always eating with His friends. He
catered to several thousand men and
probably several thousand more women
and children that the apostles didn’t bother
to count. He cooked food by the shore. He
produced good wine. He enjoyed food.
Maybe He knows a good pizza place…
after all He’s omniscient.

When I meet Him, will I know Him?

Unlike Thomas, I might not have the
privilege of poking my hands in His side
or feel for nail marks as I shake His hand.
Unlike Moses, I might not have the benefit
of meeting an inconsumable burning bush
or hearing His thunderous voice atop Mt.
Sinai. How then can I recognize God from
the multitude I meet every day?

I could read all the books ever written
about God and this couldn’t satisfy my
craving… I still wouldn’t know God. I would
know things about Him, but I really wouldn’t
know Him.

Understanding scripture, knowing its
words, verses, chapters and all its stories
is helpful. Through scripture, God has
shared His stories as He loved different
people throughout history. As I read
through each narration, I imagine how I
would have reacted had I been there. I
imagine how I would have reacted had I
been God. I also try to imagine how and

why God acted as He did. In my mind and
heart, I begin to understand who God is.
That is a start.

Living with the God of scripture, here
and now, is another matter. God’s words
are alive.

John said, “God is love.” This scripture
passage always comforts me. My duckling-
like imprinted brain attaches itself to
anyone who will love me and I will follow
him as if my life depends on it. That’s how
I met my wife, Gi (no she isn’t the hungry
cat). That’s how I got to know God better.
Let me explain.

Our less than idyllic life challenged us
both. We chose to engage in home-based
careers to take care of our child who has
autism. We chose to toughen each other
up when caring for our only child or when
being with each other 24/7 proved too
demanding.  We chose to enjoy our life.
We chose to enjoy and love Gabriela, our
child. Gi, through thick and thin (we are
always thin), still loves me… and I her.
That’s how I got to know God.

I understood and experienced how it
is to be loved and to love back. “God is
love” is not just a three-word sentence
anymore. Coupled with it are all the
frustration, pain, heartache, sacrifice,
excitement, joy and satisfaction that life can
offer. God shared all these with us and
more. God was with us all the time and Gi
and I could not survive all these without
Him… yes, our life depends on it. God
chose to live our life with us. That is our
love triangle. That is how we got to know
God better.

I also have friends who are also being
fed by God. Their Faith Sharing continues
to inspire me as I witness my God
participating in their lives. Each week, as
we break bread, I recognize the very God I
know from my life being experienced by my

friends. I know that love… and the peace,
encouragement and warmth that go with
Him. Although the sentiments and settings
are different, I recognize Him! I know Him!

Our BCGG meetings are nourishing
experiences. It is an occasion to enjoy the
company of good friends over good food. It
is an occasion to know God a little better
through the lives of our friends. It is an
occasion to express that our God is real
and He will never abandon us. God enjoys
our company. We enjoy His.

Would I know God when I meet Him
on the street? Maybe. Would I be
comfortable enough to ask Him where my
ideal pizza is hiding? Yes. Would He lead
me to it? That is still a mystery.

One day I will be walking down the road
with a friend. I would be talking to my friend
about my struggles and dreams that may
remain just that… dreams. My friend would
be doing the same thing with a can of beer
in his hand. All of a sudden, a stranger
walks with us and chats with us. He tries
to lift our spirits but we are too wrapped up
with our troubles. After a long time with us,
he invites us for pizza… my “ideal pizza.”
Would I realize my own Emmaus story
unfolding?

With God’s grace, my friend, I will. Our
journey continues next month.

When I was still a kid with lots of hair, I tried watching a duckling emerge
from its shell. It is not as exciting as it seems. It takes hours from the time the first cracks
appear on the egg to the time the duckling emerges. I was told not to touch or help in any
way. Later on, I was told that upon hatching ducklings “imprint” the first thing that moves
and will follow it as if life depended on it. Yes, even if it’s a hungry cat thinking of lunch.
Then, when the hatchling finally breaks free, it quickly huddles with the other hatchlings
for warmth and rest.
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Here I am, Lord!
A personal reflection on the Annual Ignatian Retreat

Butch Vargas, Easter BCGG

As I write my experiences at my
first Annual Ignatian Retreat
last September 28 to 30 at the

Charles Borromeo Retreat House in
Tagaytay City, I cannot help but ponder the
events leading to the AIR itself and how my
relationship with God, Jesus Christ, and
the Holy Spirit has blossomed.

My journey to the AIR was first brought
to light in one of the Easter BCGG prayer
meetings. Bambi and Tony Narciso
mentioned the AIR, and Joey and I
immediately confirmed our attendance. We
have long wanted to attend an AIR not
because it is a requirement of the
Community, but because I see every calling
to be with God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy
Spirit as fission (a definition I will expound
in the course of this essay). Of course, Joey

and I will not back down from a retreat in
Tagaytay City in the cooler months of the
year, to say the least.

I personally felt that the AIR was for me
when it was announced. I could not put into
words why I felt that way. I had a feeling of
eager-cynicism, telling myself it would be
another Retreat, yet I sensed it would be
different. Perhaps I have journeyed far
enough with God that I am neither here nor
there. Too far to look back, nor nothing up
in the bow to see.

As the AIR drew closer, my cynicism
grew. Physical and mental road blocks were
coming my way and I felt I was getting
heavier as I felt the days drag.

On the first evening of the AIR, Fr. Vic
Baltazar called each of us participants to

relate how we felt. Being a rainy Friday
night, most replied, “Exhausted.” I, too, felt
that way – exhausted physically, mentally
and perhaps, spiritually –  as I fought the
road blocks that seemed to question my
relationship with God, Jesus Christ, and
the Holy Spirit. Moreover, I was anxious
because I wanted to be with the Lord for
the next few days – listening to Him during
my periods of silence.

Refreshed from a restful slumber and
greeted with gray skies and the cool
Tagaytay climate, Fr. Vic opened the first
session with an AV presentation of God
and Jesus Christ. The first thoughts that
came to me were comedic. I questioned
why Jesus is always featured as a tall,
tanned, long haired and bearded Armenian
with a chiseled face, which women could
easily swoon over. Maybe that’s the reason
why more women attend retreats, I thought.
Further, I have often felt a disconnect over
Gospels and parables in relation to
modern living. Fr. Vic was patient enough
to explain that stories in the Bible are
records of experiences of how people in
the past encountered God and in the New
Testament, Jesus Christ and post
crucifixion, the Holy Spirit. These
experiences brought a “deconstruction” of
my perceived understanding of Scripture
and the practice of my Faith. The hand of
the Master Potter must be kneading an
imperfect clay, so to speak.

In a dialogue with Fr. Vic, he
successfully answered a question about
my faith that has been plauing me – Why
is it that when I thought and felt my
relationship with God is at its strongest
and at its highest, God seems not to be
there. Along these lines, I am also
perplexed with the notion that the more I try
to understand God, the more I do not. Such
thoughts and feelings give me a wild and
weary roller coaster ride. Oftentimes, I
rationalized that many lived with the Christ
Jesus during His time and many sought
not to follow Him, much less understand
Him. But this was the way of many.
Notwithstanding, I choose to be with the
few.

Memorable and significant to my AIR
experience are the numerous sessions
that were marked with episodes of silence
and the “self-emptying” – processes which
make the Soul open to God, receive His
Presence and make it resonate.

Continued on page 15
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I am a serious student again, and
I am having fun learning.

I am one of 75 participants in the Jeff
Cavins Bible Timeline (The Story of
Salvation) program in our parish in Alabang.
Nine of the 75 come from Magis Deo – Aida
del Rosario, Eli and Edith Prieto, Fil and
Anne Alfonso, Tony and Bambi Narciso, and
Anchit and I. We study at home aided by a
workbook, then we meet in the parish hall
as a class every 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of
the month. In our meeting sessions, we
take up our assignment in small
discussion groups of 8 to 10 members,
watch a video of Jeff Cavins explaining the
readings (standard 50 minutes), and listen
to our priest-guide clarify questions. A class
takes at most 2-1/2 hours.

Jeff Cavins’ Bible study program is
Catholic and its primary goal is to draw
people “into a transformative encounter
with Jesus Christ” by seeing “God’s plan
of sheer goodness as it unfolds in Scripture
and through tradition in the Church.” It also
aims to “foster a greater love for Scripture
and for meditating on and doing God’s
word.” (Ref: Introduction to The Bible
Timeline). For me, it is yet another way of
God revealing Himself to me.

Since there are 72 books in the Bible,
The Bible Timeline program simplifies
learning by focusing on just 14 books that
tell the story from Creation (Genesis) to the
Church (Acts). The other 58 books are
considered supplemental. Reading the 14

narrative books is mandatory while reading
the other 58 books is encouraged.

This Bible study program is hard work.
First, there is a commitment to study and
attend 24 classes over a period of one year.
We started on May 2, 2012 and will finish
on June 19, 2013. The program is
essentially self-study and involves reading
up to more than 20 chapters of a book in
the Bible, following the Bible Timeline chart,
correlating Old Testament events and
characters with the New Testament and
with the Catechism of the Catholic Church,
and finally, answering about 10 questions
in a workbook. The questions, mind you,
are not easy, as they go deep into the why’s,
what’s, and how’s of a story. An example:

Genesis 1-3: “The creation of mankind
is told twice. What does it mean to be
created in God’s image? Read also
Catechism Nos. 356-357, 364. What does
‘male and female he created them’ add to
your understanding of the image in which
we are created? Read Catechism Nos.
369-373.”

I read the assigned chapters several
times and try to find leads to answering
the homework questions. But there are
times I am tempted to say, “Ay malay ko
ba!” Fortunately, Jeff Cavins is kind; our
workbook has the following note before we
begin our study – “Answering these
questions will draw you into the heart of
the story. If you don’t understand
something, make a note of it to bring up in
the discussion.” No one gets punished for
not reading or doing the assignment. On
class night, most workbooks are filled with
answers, some have one-liners, others
have empty spaces. Okay lang! We are
given the “official” responses to our
homework questions at the end of the
class.

I studied in a Catholic school run by
nuns from kindergarten to college and

thought I knew enough of Scripture, until I
enrolled in the program. While I am familiar
with the major stories and characters,
being a serious student makes me
appreciate God’s plan and movements
through the ages. This program helps me
understand that “God’s ways are not our
ways” but He is God and He has a plan for
mankind that is rooted in wisdom, love,
and fidelity. As I write this article, we will
have done eight sessions covering the
books of Genesis, Exodus, and Numbers.
The plot of the story of salvation in just these
three books is getting more and more
interesting with themes of love and
rejection, I am hooked! Yes, God is a
jealous lover (He said so) while man is a
stubborn ingrate.

Many times I have found myself saying,
“Ay, ganoon pala ‘yon!” In Genesis, there
are two accounts of creation of the world
and two accounts of the creation of man. I
didn’t know that.

Part of our study materials is a Bible
Timeline fold-out chart (see below) that
traces the bloodline of Jesus from Adam
and Eve. I never paid much attention to the
genealogy of Jesus (Mt. 1:1-17, Lk 3:23-
38) which is in the gospels for some of the
Church’s liturgical feasts but I am now so
interested. I was surprised to find out that
very prominent figures in the Old
Testament like Joseph and Moses are not
in the bloodline. Of Jacob’s twelve sons, it
was Judah, not Joseph, who was in the
bloodline. (Why Judah? Who was he?) Also,
in Jesus’ ancestry are a few persons of
questionable background, for truly He was
human and born to a human family.

Jeff Cavins makes it a point to explain
to us Jewish laws and traditions and the
significance of words (Hebrew or Greek)
used in the Bible so that we might have a
deeper understanding of the stories. For
example, I had always questioned the

Knowing God
by His Word

Sally G. Chua Chiaco, John BCGG

Continued on page 9
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fairness in Jacob getting Isaac’s blessing instead of his twin,
Esau, the firstborn son. It looked to me that Jacob had
shortchanged Esau, yet it was he who was in Jesus’ bloodline.
An explanation of the significance of a “birth right” in ancient
Israelite law clarified to me how irresponsible Esau was to sell
his birth right for a bowl of soup. Also, things evened out for Jacob
when he had to work a total of 14 years to get Rachel, the woman
he truly loved, because Rachel was not the eldest daughter. In the
end, we were asked, did God choose Jacob because of his own
merits? The answer is no. And why not? Because God chooses
whom to love and to be merciful to (Rom 9:10-13), not by man’s
works but by His gratuitous love. One hard lesson to comprehend.

I was hesitant to join the Bible class because when it started
I was undergoing treatment for my cancer and I was afraid I would
not have the energy to do what is required. Anchit on the other
hand was determined to do it with or without me. Bible study is an
item on my bucket list still waiting to be fulfilled and the opportunity
was much too attractive to let pass. Should I do it another time, I
would have to do it by myself. I eventually registered for the class
and that has led me to another Spirit-filled adventure in my quest
to know God and to see how my life fits in His loving plan.

To fall in love with God is the greatest of all romances; to see
Him, the greatest adventure….                                  - St. Augustine

Knowing God... continued from page 8

Reflections on our journey
Marivic M. Pareja, Pastoral Council / Agnus Dei BCGG

Flashback – October 17, 1987

Before our 4pm wedding, I
was preoccupied with so many
things – the flower arrangements
on the car and at the church, the
dress I would wear, my make-up,
and many other nitty-gritty things.
A friend who was part of the
entourage alit from a cab and I
made a jerking motion for him to
hurry as the procession was
about to start. The wedding went
smoothly but my mind and heart
were everywhere. As I shared at
ME Weekends, I was more
concerned about how my
wedding day would be instead of
how my MARRIAGE will turn out.

Fast forward from October 18, 1987 to October 16, 2012

Like any young married couple, Cesar and I made
adjustments. We tried to live according to tradition – the husband
as breadwinner, the wife in charge of household chores.
Misunderstandings became regular events. Miguel and Iya were
born in 1988 and 1991, respectively and we became busy with
our roles as parents. Little did we know that we were already

ignoring our primary roles in
marriage – Cesar as a husband
to me and I as a wife to Cesar.
As our children grew, we
established traditions like going
to church on Sunday then off to
the mall for lunch or dinner.
Christmas was spent with
Cesar’s family and New Year
with mine. Our lives revolved
around the house, office, with
social friends with whom we
drank and played mahjong until
the wee hours of the morning.

It was therefore not surpri-
sing that when challenges and

trials arose, our marriage was also put to the test. We were too
absorbed with the hurts we inflicted on each other, instead of
combining efforts to find solutions to the mess I put ourselves
into. We started to drift apart and stayed together only because it
was what was expected of us. I survived through praying and I
know God answered my prayers though not in the way I expected.
God did not answer my prayers by making me win the lottery but
He paved the way for me to find and understand what I was going

Continued on page 13
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came to the retreat seeking – no, demanding – specific answers. Have I done enough
Lord? What else do I do? How do I follow your will? Exactly how should I love and who? But
on the last day of the retreat, I did not find the answers I was looking for. Instead, the image
of Jesus at the wedding at Cana came to the fore. It was as if He was telling me: “Woman,
how does your concern affect me? My hour has not yet come.” Agh!!! I tell myself: “My retreat
continues then, until I understand what God wants for me, until He is ready to let me
understand. I still cannot seem to understand where to go and what to do.” But just as I
thought of this, these words began to ring in my head: “You will know. You will know,” and I
felt compelled to write something that looked like a poem. I haven’t written poetry in a while,
but I scribbled away anyway, and these words started to flow.

I will know
Thoughts from the Annual Ignatian Retreat

So I ended the retreat with that reassuring
phrase: “You will know” and I decided to go on
living carrying with me the hope and trust that
my God “knows what He is doing” even if
sometimes I seem not to understand. I just
have to keep going. As my favorite Philosophy
professor, Fr. Roque Ferriols, SJ says: “Ang
pilosopiya ay ginagawa. Kaya lundagin mo
baby!”

So here I am, philosophizing the best way
I know how – by living out my faith, taking the
plunge and trusting that God knows what He
is doing, and that I too will know what to do
because He is always with me.

I
  You Will Know

When your heart cannot be silenced
And questions plague your mind
Trust me, you will know.

When I call you, you will know.
When I sing to you, you will know.
When I embrace you, you will know.
When I stretch out my hand for you, you will know.

You need not ask too many questions.
You need not doubt nor hesitate first.
You will know, you will recognize My voice.

For your heart knows My voice,
It knows the songs I sing.
You just have to learn to chill
And sometimes, try to sing.

So don’t worry and get going.
You have a life to live.
Trust, love, get hurt, and love again.
Trust me; I know what I’m doing,
And all you have to do is continue living.

Live your life now.
You will know what to do.
No need for signs, no need for affirmation.
You will know, because I am with you,
Because I am in you.

Peaches Plaza, Easter BCGG
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The Magis Deo Choir celebrated
its 24th anniversary last October
16, 2012 at the Gatchalian

residence. The intimate gathering was
highlighted with a thanksgiving mass
officiated by Fr. Arnel Aquino, SJ, composer
of many beautiful songs sung at our
community celebration masses. We are
very grateful to Fr. Arnel for accepting our
invitation and inspiring us with his
comments on the choir’s singing.

A sumptuous dinner prepared by my
kumare, Dr. Leslie, followed the mass.
Many thanks to Tito Ising & Tita Tere Cordero
who sent a box of sweet buchi, and to Ramie
& Mimi Santos for the delicious beef stew.
We sang the night away as members and
guests belted out their best, singing old
familiar tunes. It was an unforgettable night
as we enjoyed each other’s company. God
willing, our 25th anniversary next year will
be a more meaningful and joyous occasion.

We thank the friends and former choir members who spent
time with us to celebrate our anniversary especially Tito Tony &
Tita Aida, Anchit & Sally, Eli & Edith, Rudy & Lyn, and Ted minus
Susan (we missed you). We were generously gifted with beautiful
souvenir shots by the Magis Deo community’s avid, selfless
photographer, Anchit.

Alice and I have been members of the Magis Deo Choir for
the past 18 years. Without the choir my life would be completely
different. God is in the midst, changing me as a servant of God,
in the way I walk with Him, in my friendships, in the way I see the
world and the people around me, and in my understanding of
Him. How powerful and wonderful He is!

God has moved in my family in a wonderful and incredibly
blessed way this year. Alice and I started the year doing the usual
day-in-day-out things. But God had bigger plans for us and
showed me how to love my wife the way He intended me to. He
has shown us how to love each other more like when we first fell
in love; to talk with one another and to worship together. He even
gifted us with two beautiful grandchildren, Hans Gabriel and
Annica Rostine.

Through the choir I have learned what true worship is and
God is using that in such a huge way, it’s actually quite scary but
very exciting! Seeing the faces of the people who come to hear us
is a privilege; when we smile, they smile with us; when we cry,
they cry with us. I feel honored and incredibly blessed to be a part
of the Magis Deo Choir!

“Through Jesus let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to
God; which is the fruit of our lips that give praise to His name. And
do not cease to do good and to share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased.” (Hebrews 13:15-16)

 MUSICAL NOTES

Privileged worship
Mon Go, Sing to the Lord BCGG & Beatitudes BCGG

More to share
Neds Vargas, Easter BCGG

October 16, 2012 marked a milestone in the Magis Deo
Chorale’s desire to better serve the Magis Deo Community.
Through the conglomerated effort and help of each member, the
Choir came up with a website, www.magisdeochorale.org, to
commemorate its 24th year of service through prayerful singing.
This website aspires to make communication with the
Community easier and faster. It is administered by a Chorale
member (currently yours truly). It focuses on the Chorale’s service
and involvement with the Community, and includes a calendar of
activities for information purposes.  The Community’s website
can also be accessed through a link. We encourage all to visit
the site and see how the choir can be of further help with your
planned activities. A community member who wants to request
the Chorale’s services can now course it through the site; those
interested to join the choir also have a choice of applying online
or directly through a member.

On the lighter side, the history of the Chorale (as much as
we can unearth) can be viewed online. If you can contribute any
photo or detail to the history, have been a Magis Deo Chorale
member, or have any suggestion or concerns, it will be our
pleasure if you can let us know by emailing us at:

 webadministrator@magisdeochorale.org.

The Magis Deo Choir celebrates its anniversary with Fr. Arnel
Aquino, SJ (middle row, center).
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My birthday is the only time of the year
I can go on leave from work without feeling
guilty. It is in August – that time of the year
when you’ve just gone through the first half,
feeling so tired and all worked out but you
know that the second half of the year will
be so much busier. And so my birthday
comes as a break allowing me to re-energize
and relax for a few days before diving into the
demands of life once again, and of course,
celebrating getting a year older.

Last year I celebrated my birthday by
going on a trip alone in Malaysia then
visiting my friends in Singapore. That trip
was a lot of firsts for me and I enjoyed so
much I decided to take a trip every year on
my birthday. This year I found the perfect
places for my vacation – Cambodia and
Vietnam. When I saw the Cebu Pacific
promo fares, I didn’t hesitate booking a
ticket. Two friends joined me and I planned
the trip as a three-leg adventure, starting
with Siem Reap to tour the Angkor
Archaeological Complex and the Kampung
Phluk River Village, then a bus ride to
Phnom Penh to soak up some Cambodian
political history at the Killing Fields, and
last stop at Ho Chi Minh or Saigon for yet
another historical experience at the Cu Chi
Tunnels.

We arrived in Siem Reap almost
midnight. During the tuktuk ride from the
airport to the hostel, I could see similarities
of the city and our provinces in the

Philippines. The fresh air, the peace-
fulness of the night and the politeness
of the people helped me feel I was in
my country. We woke up a few hours
later to catch the sunrise at Angkor
Wat. Our tour guide, Sovann David,
picked us up at 5am and brought us
to the complex where we bought day-
tour tickets.

It was still dark when we reached
Angkor Wat. Sleepily, we walked
towards the moat alongside many
other tourists. Upon reaching the
entrance to the complex, we were
surprised to see about a hundred
people already gathered to watch the
sunrise. We positioned ourselves
near the pond where the reflection of

A Different Sunrise
Kimi Abapo, Magis Youth

the temples is visible. As the light from the rising
sun started to scatter behind the three temple
peaks, excitement filled my body with energy and
I found myself wide awake in anticipation. I kept
clicking away with my camera, trying to capture
as much as I could. We would witness the
sunrise in a few minutes; it was already past
6am and the sun seemed to lack sleep as well,
for it took its sweet time rising. Every day is a
different sunrise at Angkor Wat, and Sovann, who
has been a tour guide for eight years, has seen
more than two thousand different sunrises. He
showed photos of past sunrises, and we were
awestruck by their beauty. We couldn’t contain
the mounting eagerness within us.

Seeing the intricacy of the temples (even
from the side banisters we could see carvings of
snakes, monkeys, gods, and other Hindu
symbols) made me think of how much work went
into building this temple city built in homage to
Vishnu, a Hindu god. The three temple peaks
were built to mimic the Meru Mountain, heaven in
Hindu mythology. From the time of religions of
old, people sought heaven by building structures
so tall they seemed to reach heaven. By simply
looking, I could feel God’s presence. I could see
God’s creations together with man’s hard work
building beautiful, amazing things.

It was close to 7am when the sun towered
completely over the temples. As the light washed
over the complex, the people seemed to be
silenced by its magnificence. I was reminded of
a scene from the movie City of Angels, where
angels gathered at the beach at sunrise to receive
their orders for the day. I closed my eyes, inhaled
deeply and felt overwhelmed by God’s blessings.
I am no angel but I felt God had a message for
me that day. Just being in another country, having
the means to do so, being alive twenty-seven
years, being in the company of friends, having a
stable, fairly contented life, I am indeed blessed.

I don’t usually wake up early to watch
sunrises, but that particular sunrise was very
much worth it.
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through at that stage in my life. I didn’t know
about CeFam then but I remember calling
their office for a counseling session and I
was accommodated right away. I cannot
forget what Fr. Ted Gonzales said at the
first session, after I related my predicament
to him: “Hija, your problem is not financial
but marital. Bring your husband the next
time you come.” Cesar came to the
succeeding sessions until 1998 when we
attended the Marriage Encounter Weekend.

The real hurts then began because we
were opening our eyes to the reality of life.
We had to accept our flaws, our
weaknesses, our imperfections and our
faults. For someone like me who thought I
am a superwoman, accepting that I failed
is just like dying. That was the turning point
of my life. Slowly but surely, Cesar and I
started to rebuild our marriage, but this time
we have Christ in the middle. From then
on, life was never the same not only for the
two of us but for our children as well. We
became active in the community and when
we became a Team Couple, that was when
the healing began for us. We forgave each
other for the pains we caused each another
and we now focus on how we can make
each other happy. We finally saw God’s plan
in our marriage.

Present - October 17, 2012

Cesar and I are celebrating our 25th

wedding anniversary. Unlike 25 years ago,
I am not preoccupied with the details of the
celebration. We had a talk with Fr. Tanseco
before the date and he reminded us to be

more aware of God’s presence and allow
ourselves to savor the meaning of the
celebration.

Before Cesar, Miguel, Iya and I got
dressed for the occasion, we prayed the
rosary instead of praying it at night. We
made a special prayer inviting the Lord to
be present with us just as He was present
at the wedding at Cana. Being a Marian
devotee, I prayed to Mama Mary too because
I know her intercession is so powerful that
she may intercede for us with our Lord
Jesus. True enough, everyone felt the
presence of the Lord and Mama Mary.

Cesar and I decided that the highlight
of the celebration will be the Mass which
incorporated our renewal of vows. We were
so blessed to have a Mass concelebrated
by four priests who are very dear to our
hearts: Fr. Gani Aviñante, who officiated our
wedding 25 years ago; Fr. James Gascon,
my teacher in CeFam, soon-to-be Magis
Deo Spiritual Director, and team priest at
ME Weekends; Fr. Allan Abuan, our 24/7
Spiritual/Marriage Counselor, friend,
confidante and team priest at ME
Weekends; and Fr. Ruben Tanseco, the
father of Marriage Encounter in the country
and our current Magis Deo Spiritual
Director.

Unknown to us, Fr. Tanseco requested
Miguel and Iya to each share a significant
event in our life as a family. Our children’s
“homily” brought tears to everyone. Our
renewal of vows followed, where Fr.
Tanseco asked us to write a personal vow
to each other. Overwhelmed with many
emotions, my tears welled up. I felt so

loved as I listened to every word Cesar said
in his vow. I felt proud, joyous, victorious
and so blessed that we were able to reach
this milestone. Proud and victorious
because had it not been for our faith and
love for the Lord and for each other, we
could have separated when we
encountered problems. During the entire
ceremony, in the deep recesses of my
heart, I kept thanking the Lord as I felt His
tremendous love for us and the love that
radiated in the faces of our guests. I am
humbled and privileged. It was indeed a
celebration of love.

Our personal vows:

Cesar: Marivic, I love you just the way
you are and I loved you when it was difficult
to love you. It is not your presence that gives
meaning to my life; rather, it’s the way you
touch my heart that gives my life a beautiful
meaning. I love you not only for what you
are because I love you more for what I
become when I am with you. I loved you
yesterday. I love you still. I always have. I
always will.

Marivic: 25 years ago, I promised to
love you and give my best to you. I know I
have not always lived up to my best intention
and have done things I am not proud of. I
know you have so many broken dreams
along the way, frustrations that you have to
endure and sacrifices that you have to
make. Yet, despite all that, you stood by
me, accepting and loving me in the best
way you know how. Thank you.

Thank you for the grand and noble
things you have done for me. But I want to
thank you more for the things that you do
for me every day. I feel delighted when you
still open the car door for me. I take
pleasure whenever you give me flowers
because you knew how much I love them.
I cherish the moments when you
accompany me to watch baduy movies and
it thrills me to no end when you never fail to
say “I love you” before I go to sleep. These
and more are simple yet so meaningful
deeds that make me feel so special and
loved by you. I never thought someone
could love me the way you do and I truly
thank God for the gift of you.

Today as we move forward, I promise
to be there for you in all that life brings our
way in the same way when you were there
for me if not more. I vow to give you all that
I have and all that I am for the rest of our
lives together. Babe, I have always loved
you, I still love you and I will always love
you.

Reflections on...
Continued from page 9
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Rey Mella, Ephesians BCGG
SPIRITUAL TIDBITS AND HUMOR

On building my faith

I love action movies first, comedy next.
One day I found myself alone at home
wanting to relax and catch up watching
movies. I chose Evan Almighty over several
action movies. Evan Baxter (actor Steve
Carell) is a new congressman who won
on the platform of “changing the world” and
ends up being intimidated by a senior
senator into proposing a bill that damages
the environment. God (Morgan Freeman)
gets Evan to build an ark. Evan then gets
miraculously transformed into a Noah-
looking person with the long hair, beard
and the outfit, something Evan couldn’t do
anything about. His hair kept growing and
the cloak came out even if he tried to wear
a coat and tie in the congressional session.

The big boat, or the ark, eventually
saved some 50 people who had to get into
the boat when the dam breaks and floods
the city. It is a beautiful movie and it came
at a time when my heart and mind were
very relaxed and plain receptive to God’s
messages.

In the movie God reminded Evan and
then, of course, me, about the need to do
one “act of random kindness” (ARK) at a
time in order to change the world.

____________

One day I spoke to a manager about
moving him to a different job. During the
20-minute conversation, I spoke of “divine
providence” three times, as I described
how things happened beyond my control
and understanding. Divine providence.

____________

Some 15 years ago, my boss asked
me to turn around a losing product line and
hit break even in 5 months. I was hesitant.
He talked to me and got me to accept the
challenge. Immediately after, he emailed
this quote by William H. Murray on the
Scottish Himalayan expedition:

“Until one is committed, there is
hesitancy, the chance to draw back, always
ineffectiveness. Concerning all acts of
initiative (and creation), there is one

elementary truth the ignorance of which
kills countless ideas and splendid plans:
that the moment one definitely commits
oneself, then providence moves too. A
whole stream of events issues from the
decision, raising in one’s favor all manner
of unforeseen incidents, meetings and
material assistance, which no man could
have dreamt would have come his way.”

Within a few weeks, several things
happened which eventually allowed me to
break even on the specified month, and
then become profitable after another
month. Two very experienced managers
joined my department; they became part
of the nucleus of the firefighting machine
that helped accomplish those big goals
given to me. The company succeeded in
increasing the selling price of my product,
something the company was indecisive
about for several quarters. And then, the
market turned around and several
customers increased their orders. With
those 3 major events, my team succeeded
in turning around the performance of our
product line. It was not about me, but truly
divine providence.

____________

“Faith is taking the first step, even
when you don’t see the whole staircase.”

– Martin Luther King, Jr.

____________

Patient: “As I understand it, doctor, if I
believe I’m well, I’ll be well. Is that the idea?”

Doctor: “It is.”

Patient: “Then, if you believe you are paid,
I suppose you’ll be paid.”

Doctor: “Not necessarily.”

Patient: “But why shouldn’t faith work as
well in one case as in the other?”

Doctor: “Why, you see, there is
considerable difference between having
faith in God and having faith in you.”

jokes.ochristian.com

____________

There are people I run into in my life,
not necessarily accidentally, that give me
a lot of comfort. These are people who
provide solutions to problems, share
inspiring experiences, lead me to the
correct and appropriate course of action,
are easy to adjust to, easy to get along
with, or simply nice people. No matter the
reason, these are people I’d like to talk to,
or be with and then frequently get to interact
with. It’s not about what they do or what
their profession is. Simply, it is about who
they are. More importantly, it must be their
Godliness or God’s presence in them.
These are people who eventually become
part of my spiritual journey.

____________

“Come to me, all you that are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will
give you rest.”

I am anxious about the future and
worried about my retirement. And, God
reminds me about His invitation to go to
Him and get some rest with Him and in
Him. So, I will lift up to Him everything that
I worry about. And then I can relax
somehow.

One of my problems is, even when
God has proven Himself to be 100%
reliable, there are still times when I’d
rather depend on myself. Then, when I run
into obstacles, I worry. This is my humanity,
tying to be self-sufficient and to rely on my
own capability, intellect and experience.
God has time and again gotten me out of
difficult situations and helped me solve
very difficult problems. I should know by
now that He can always take care of things.
My daily prayers and reflections allow me
to be in a spot where I can pray and lift up
to Him what’s on my mind. Almost always
I am able to communicate my situation and
my problems especially those I am
struggling with. Then, He takes them away
from me.

____________

Continued on page 15
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NEWSBITS  /  ANNOUNCEMENTSNEWSBITS / ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pathways CPLM Reunion - Oct. 7, 2012

On building... continued from page 14

It is my humanity and my stubbornness that get me into
trouble – that of having to worry. I can be stubborn and just try to
solve problems and situations and going at it alone. My daily
prayers are reminders of God’s constant invitation to talk to Him
and to tell Him things. It is indeed shameful when I claim to have
faith in God and then I catch myself worrying about things.

____________

For the umpteenth time Mrs. Youngston went to her pastor
to tell him, “I’m so scared! Joe says he’s going to kill me if I
continue to come to your church.”

“Yes, yes, my child,” replied the pastor, more than a little
tired of hearing this over and over. “I will continue to pray for you,
Mrs. Youngston. Have faith – the Lord will watch over you.”

“Oh yes, He has kept me safe thus far, only…”

“Only what, my child?”

“Well, now Joe says if I keep coming to your church, he’s
going to kill you!”

“Well, now,” said the pastor, “Perhaps, it’s time to check
out that little church on the other side of town.”

www.laughzone.com

____________

“To one who has faith, no explanation is necessary. To one
without faith, no explanation is possible.”

– St. Thomas Aquinas

Lord, here... continued from page 7

d

AIR to me was more than a Retreat, it was a retooling and
recalibration of my relationship with the Holy Trinity. One thing that
the AIR opened in the earlier sessions was, my relationship with the
three persons has been partial. In the past, including my current
journey with Him, I called on God, thinking that Jesus Christ and the
Holy Spirit are all lumped together. Similarly, I called on Jesus Christ,
with God and the Holy Spirit tagging along, or calling the Holy Spirit
with God and Jesus Christ bunched up in the back seat. The Holy
Trinity would still remain a mystery notwithstanding.

My faith is equally my trusting and surrender to God. This, now,
is the new direction for my journey.

I closed my first AIR in eager anticipation of what God, Jesus
Christ and the Holy Spirit have for me, perhaps, a game of peek-a-
boo? I offer myself to Him like a pound of clay in the hands of a
Master Potter.

Fission: the splitting of an atomic nucleus resulting in the
release of large amounts of energy (Merriam-Webster Online
Dictionary).

Following this definition, my experience in the AIR could be
summed up as a spiritual fission which happened in two events
spontaneously and instantaneously. The first event was a breaking
up of previous understanding and conceived notions and practices
of my Faith,  and the second event is the discovery or the release of
a new understanding of the Holy Trinity and how such energy molds
me to a New Being of His Creation – Trusting and Surrendering.

Lord, here I am.

Medical-Dental Mission

Dimayuga GK Village

 Padre Garcia, Batangas - Sept. 30, 2012
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Calendar of Activities:  November 2012 - January 2013

November Venue Contacts / Sponsors

10 Sat Community Celebration PLDT - 3rd Floor, Audio Visual Room South Sector, Youth,  Advocacy
Boni Ave., Mandaluyong City North BCGGs

15 Council & Ministry Heads Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
16-18 MEW (ME Class 111) BLD Covenant House Ike & Josie Llamas 821-0639

P3,400/couple Dasmariñas, Cavite
23 81st Birthday of Fr. Ruben Tanseco, SJ
23 3rd Tanseco Cup Manila Southwoods Golf & Country Club MEFP 426-4206

Cesar & Marivic Pareja 0918-979-7576
24 2013 Direction/Planning Session 10am-3pm Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
25 MEFP Community – Family Day Ateneo Grade School Covered Court, Q.C. MEFP 426-4206

Cesar & Marivic Pareja 0918-979-7576

December

02 Sun Magis Family Day PLDT Basketball Court, Boni Avenue All Sectors, CSM / MEM
 Mandaluyong City ME Classes 106, 107, 108 & 109

07-09 Spiritual Deepening Retreat (SDR) Canossa Retreat House, Tagaytay City MEFP 426-4206
P3,500/couple; P1,800/single

12 MEFP Christmas Party TBA MEFP 426-4206
Cesar & Marivic Pareja 0918-979-7576

13 Council Turnover Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191

January 2013

05 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center TBA
Guadalupe, Makati City

11 Mase & Jo Folloso ME Class 102
Ojay & Yang Reantaso ME Class 101

14 Fred & Cora Buenaventura Sirach
19 Rolando & Belle Tiongson Corinthians
20 Chacho & Marlyn Angeles Thessalonians
24 Bogz & Grace Catangay Ephesians
28 Jon & Gly Maramba ME Class 108
30 Phil & Agnes Tumaneng Psalm 46-Samaritans

Birthdays - First 10 days of December

01 Flor Pison
Lilit Tumbocon John

03 Anne Alfonso John
Carol Lim ME Class 110

04 Jen Noguerra ME Class 106
Jason Sanchez Tala
Genie Toledo ME Class 110

06 Bebeng Carranto ME Class 106
Ricky Valencia Easter

07 Gly Maramba ME Class 108
Jhune Vinas Tala

08 Boy Sevilla John
09 Tita Cordez ME Class 110
10 Enteng Buenafe ME Class 106

Jon Maramba ME Class 108
Miles San Pedro Cana

Anniversaries - First 10 days of December

03 Boy & Elvira Lubguban Exodus
07 Seiko & Bambi Yaneza Thessalonians
08 Jaear & Larnz Briones Good Shepherd

Mannie & Pam Castillo Thessalonians
Raymon & Rache Ebardo Tala
Kev & Arlene Qui ME Class 110

November Birthday Celebrants

01 Tina Pangilinan ME Class 107
03 Vivian Ahyong Sirach

Ciel Yap Corinthians
04 Roanne Baker ME Class 104

Frances Cadag ME Class 100
Flor Peralta Exodus
Edith Prieto Genesis of David

05 Joy Casas ME Class 99
Yang Reantaso ME Class 101
Ting Yupangco Transfiguration

06 Leony Escosia Emmanuel
Manny Gatchalian Sing to the Lord
Malu Panlilio Mustard Seed

07 Allan Pestaño Psalm 46-Samaritans
10 Apet Carranto ME Class 106

Rowena Cristobal ME Class 109
Tina Mossesgeld Cana
Arlene Qui ME Class 110

11 Bing Brillantes Cana
12 Boy Dela Peña Exodus

Celine Magpayo Sirach
15 Oni Colcol ME Class 108
16 Bambi Narciso Easter
17 Matt Pineda ME Class 107
19 Irene Camba ME Class 106

Ojay Reantaso ME Class 101
20 Nikkie Perez Tala
21 Sonny Flores ME Class 108

Al Garcia ME Class 106
23 Fr. Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ Spiritual Director
24 Bogz Catangay Ephesians
25 Ging De Guzman ME Class 98
27 Ray De Guzman ME Class 98

Aida Del Rosario John
28 Lorna Estabillo ME Class 106

Portia Eustaquio Genesis of David
29 Ethel Araullo Transfiguration

Riza Torres ME Class 101

November Wedding Anniversaries

06 Danny & Vicky Mendoza Exodus
07 Jay-R & Leila Leccio Transfiguration
08 Gilbert & Cha Espiritu ME Class 102
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