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Among Magis Deo’s thrusts for 
2013 is community building, and this is 
reflected in the themes of our monthly cel-
ebrations. 

We once again had Father Ruben 
Tanseco as our mass celebrant and inspir-
er at our November 9 community celebra-
tion. He began his talk on “Intimacy, the 
heart of community” by saying he would 
not focus on a community called Magis 
Deo. Although we are trying our best to be 
intimate with one another in our communi-
ty, Magis Deo is just a tiny part of humanity. 
God’s family is the entire human race. 

He urged us to experience and feel in 
our hearts the full meaning of being one 
big community, one family; that we humble 
ourselves, listen, and realize, specially at 
this point in time, what more our ever-lov-
ing God wants us to do; that He is leading 
us to a way of life that feels and finds His 
presence in all of humanity.

Fr. Ruben emphasized the words “at 
this point in time” as he expressed his 
feeling very heavy because so many fami-
lies are suffering specially with the recent 
earthquakes, floods, and typhoons in the 

Visayas. He urged us to help in any way 
we can, to reach out to them, who are part 
of one and the same community, the family 
of God.

He retold the story of a rabbi who 
asked his students: “When can you tell 
when it is the end of night and the begin-

ning of day?” One student said, “Is it the 
beginning of day when you see two trees 
from afar and you can recognize that one 
is a santol tree and the other a guava 
tree?” The rabbi softly answered “No, no,” 
then repeated “When is the end of night 
and the beginning of day?” Another stu-
dent replied: “Rabbi, is it when you see 
two animals from a distance and you can 
recognize that one is a goat and the other 
a sheep?” Again the rabbi said “No, no.” In 
unison the students asked, “Rabbi, when 
then is it the end of night and the beginning 
of day?” The rabbi slowly answered, “It is 
the end of night and the beginning of day 
when you can recognize in every human 
face the face of a brother and the face of 
a sister.” Fr. Ruben added, “Because if you 
cannot do this, then no matter what time it 
is, it is still night.”

It is our challenge to be aware of our 
interconnectedness with all of God’s family 
rather than just speak of intimacy among 
the members of the Magis Deo commu-
nity. 

Fr. Ruben proceeded to summarize 
the book “The Relationship Principles of 

IGN ight
This year, Magis Deo reached a milestone: 25 years of service 

and fellowship. We punctuated the year-long celebration of our Silver 
Anniversary with numerous activities intended for us to grow with and 
serve our Lord, community and fellow men. Since Magis Deo’s forma-
tion is based on Ignatian Spirituality, our culminating activity is aptly 
titled IGnatians’ Night, or simply, IGNight.

We started the evening with a mass of thanksgiving for all the 
blessings we have received throughout the years. We then recog-
nized couples and individuals whose active participation and com-
mendable service have propelled Magis Deo to where it is today.

Fr. Ruben celebrates mass at the culminating activity of 
Magis Deo’s 25th anniversary.
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Life after
 life

Sunday Homily
10 November 2013

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

pon contemplating the in-
credible beauty and unbe-
lievable bounty of nature 
and creation all around us, 
my heart keeps asking the 

question: At the end of our life here on 
earth, which includes earthquakes, floods, 
and other disasters, especially wars, what 
will it be like for those of us who are faith-
ful followers of God and His one and only 
law of love? “You shall love the Lord your 
God, with all your heart, with all your be-
ing, with all your strength, and with all your 
mind, and your neighbor as yourself” (Lk. 
10:27).

Just the other day, as I was leaving 
our dining room to go to the chapel, I saw 
by the sidewalk a most beautiful yellow 
flower, so delicately created and support-
ed by artistically-designed green leaves 
that made its yellow color even more at-
tractive. I stopped, contemplated on it for a 
while, and my heart was quietly convinced 
that it was no less than a tiny, living mira-
cle. And there are so many – hundreds of 
thousands, nay, millions of such unnoticed 
miracles all around us. Not only flowers, 
but plants, trees, birds, animals, and most 
of all – human persons. Each one of us is 
unique and a walking miracle no less.

There is this mother who has been 
taking care of her invalid, paralyzed 
daughter for the last ten years! She is no 
less than an un-canonized saint, and so is 
her daughter! There are many, many such 
persons all around us who are quietly liv-
ing their lives with so much love and care 
for others, even in the midst of pain and 
suffering.

God loves us so much that He came 
down to be one among us, from birth till 
death, and then to a new life in what we 
call heaven. In other words, Christ became 
man to guide and lead us on how to reach 
heaven, the life after this one that we are 
living right now. And if this creation within 
us and all around us is no less than a living 
miracle, with all its beauty and bounty and 
love, what more will our next life in heaven 
be like, with the ever-loving God the Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit as our eternal 
companion.

“Behold, God’s dwelling is with the 
human race. He will dwell with them and 
they will be his people and God himself will 
always be with them as their God. He will 
wipe every tear from their eyes, and there 
shall be no more death or mourning, wail-
ing or pain, for the old order has passed 
away” (Rev. 21:3-4).

Today’s Gospel reading is all about our 
journey from this life to the next, provided 
we learn to love in return the ever-loving 
God and all that he loves(Lk. 20:27-38). In 
this connection, let us keep praying, not 
only for ourselves and all others, but most 
especially for those who allow themselves 
to be blinded by mammon, like those who 
are involved in the pork barrel scam and 
other forms of corruption and injustice. 
May they wake up to the reality of heaven 
for those who follow Christ’s way, as well 
as the reality of hell for those who follow 
Satan. We are all brothers and sisters un-
der the one and the same Father. Gifted 
with free will, we can choose heaven as 
our eternal home. The sinner’s repentance 
and God’s forgiveness is the answer.

A major issue connected with love is 
social justice. Our socio-economic system 
is still very far from God’s will. There is a 
very wide gap between the small, minority 
rich and the majority poor. A more equitable 
distribution of God’s resources is one step 
toward heaven, on the part of our lead-
ers and the rich. We have so many poor 
families who are not able to live decent 
human lives, as far as material needs are 
concerned. Let us keep working on this, so 
that our nation can really become Christian 
in God’s eyes, and closer to heaven.

Last year, a most unusual book was 
published by a well-known American neu-
rosurgeon, Dr. Eben Alexander, M.D., en-
titled Proof of Heaven. A Neurosurgeon’s 

Journey into the Afterlife. As a scientific 
doctor, science was his god. Spiritual real-
ity was on the sideline. Until in 2008, he 
was suddenly attacked by a serious brain 
illness, and he was in a coma for one whole 
week. It was during that state of uncon-
sciousness and NDE (near-death experi-
ence) that God gifted him with a marvelous 
touch of what heaven and the afterlife are 
all about.

Here is one of his NDE worth quoting:
“The unconditional love and accep-

tance that I experienced on my journey is 
the single most important discovery I have 
ever made, or will ever make, and as hard 
as I know it’s going to be to unpack the 
other lessons I learned while there, I also 
know in my heart that sharing this very 
basic message – one so simple that most 
children readily accept it – is the most im-
portant task I have.”

One last message from this converted 
secular-scientist is the following:

“So I was communicating directly with 
God? Absolutely. Expressed that way, it 
sounds grandiose. But when it was hap-
pening, it didn’t feel that way. Instead, 
I felt like I was doing what every soul is 
able to do when they leave their bodies, 
and what we can all do right now through 
various methods of prayer or deep medita-
tion. Communicating with God is the most 
extraordinary experience imaginable, yet 
at the same time it’s the most natural one 
of all, because God is present in us at all 
times. Omniscient, omnipotent, personal – 
and loving us without conditions. We are 
connected as One through our divine link 
with God.”



4 Magis

Editorial

Yolanda

Tony del Rosario
John BCGG

By the time you read this, 
it will be December, the SEA-
SON of ADVENT – a time 
of hope and preparation for 
Christmas – to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus Christ 2000 plus 
years ago. 

The prospect contrasts painfully with 
the suffering of the last few days in our 
Visayan islands as super typhoon Yolanda 
brought powerful winds, driving rain, and 
ocean wave surges like tsunamis, that 
devastated Tacloban City and many com-
munities in its path. The wasteland we see 
on TV and in newspapers, the pain and 
misery of those who survived, and the loss 
of their loved ones is mute testimony to 
the unprecedented power of Yolanda. It is 
nature’s protest to the insults of mankind 
that we are responsible for: from the rape 
of our forests, to the desecration of our 
land by irresponsible mining.  We blame 
the wrath of God for these pains, unmind-
ful of our own role in it as we continue to 
multiply and despoil our natural resources. 
We are upsetting the “balance of nature” 
with “modern” technology, and by the prof-
ligate way we live, promoting the build-up 
of greenhouse gases in our atmosphere... 
the stepping stones to climate change and 
more Yolandas.

As faithful members of Magis Deo, 
what are we called upon to do?  

Pray to the Good Lord to protect the 
victims of Yolanda. Be present to them 
in mind and heart… with our time, talent 
and treasure… with our pocketbooks, with 
whatever resources we can spare for them, 
join with others to help make whatever we 
can spare be more significant…  do it more 
than once… their needs will not disappear 
overnight.  

What reminders are we receiving from 
Yolanda?

The IMMENSITY of GOD. The Cre-
ator of our universe. He MAKES it move 
according to HIS laws, but from time to 
time GOD seems to allow it “to break off” 
for reasons only GOD knows. There is OR-
DER WHERE GOD iS. There is CHAOS, 
where GOD is NOT. Perhaps that is the 
meaning for Yolanda. 

For us there is the tragic face of a par-
ent staggering with the weight of his dead 
child in his arms refusing TO LET GO… on 
the way to… somewhere in Tacloban.

Or reading about the daughter fatally 
wounded by flying pieces of wood at the 
peak of Yolanda’s visit pleading  with her 
mother TO LET GO and save herself from 
the typhoon. The mother who could raise 
someone with the love and nobility of that 
child could never leave her child behind 
while she had breath of life.

We are being tested as a people in 
many ways: perhaps to learn to reach out 
again to one another and to make up for a 
shaky start. There has been a spontane-
ous outpouring of support and donations 
from those of us who were not in the path 
of Yolanda. This has been echoed interna-
tionally. 

The Supreme Court has come out with 
a decision declaring the PDAP as uncon-
stitutional. It intends to review the DAP as 
presently used. This will probably undergo 
a transformation as a supplemental budget 
enactment by Congress to support the Re-
construction Program for the communities 
visited by Yolanda. 

There is speculation that there may 
be legislation banning political dynasties in 
anticipation of the next elections. There is 
also some scope for implementation of a 
major infrastructure and housing construc-
tion program. If typhoon Yolanda stimu-
lates even just a part of the foregoing re-
sponse, we will have a Philippines we can 
be proud of again. 

What does Yolanda mean for each 
of us TODAY? What kind of soul search-
ing and RESOLUTIONS are we making to 
face the Yolandas of our future? … OUR 
GOD?  …  What room have we made for 
GOD in our life?
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CounCil CornEr

2013: A milestone
2013 is very significant to the Magis Deo Commu-

nity. This year we celebrate our 25th year as a community; 
this year is also a transition period as we welcome our new 
Spiritual Director, Fr. James Wenceslao U. Gascon, SJ.

With the help of Fr. James we came up at the start of the 
year with the three thrusts of the community that will guide 
us in the actualization of our mission and vision. We also 
deemed it fitting to intensify members’ sense of belonging in 
the community hence our themes for our monthly community 
celebrations focused on community building – “Forgiveness, 
the Heart of the Community”, “Trust, the Cornerstone of the 
Community”, and the like. The talks and sharing of life expe-
riences of members gave us a much clearer sense of how 
these values can empower our members and how we can 
apply these values in our Ignatian Spirituality.

As part of the 25th anniversary celebration, we launched 
the Magis Deo pin which symbolizes not only our member-
ship, but, more importantly, our adherence to the values our 
community believes in. The Magis Deo Handbook has been 
revised and will be given to BCGGs and ME Classes. This 
will serve as our guide in adhering to the community’s vision 
and mission. The launching of the Magis Song did not push 
through during the November 23 anniversary celebration; we 
hope to launch it early next year.

Aside from the five Marriage Encounter Weekends con-
ducted this year (4 in Cavite and 1 in Davao), the community 
held the following various activities:

Formation1. 
REACH Seminara. 
Running a Prayer Meeting Workshopb. 
Annual Ignatian Retreat with Fr. Manoling Fran-c. 
cisco, SJ
Shepherds Enrichment Seminar/Workshopd. 
“I am no Moses” by Mr. Manny Blase. 
Annual Ignatian Retreat with Fr. Vic Baltazar, f. 
SJ

Youth2. 
Magis Youth Summer Campa. 
Magis Theater Youth Campb. 

Advocacy3. 
Voters’ Education Training Program Seminara. 
Luneta March against Pork Barrel (PDAF) b. 
Anomalies

Outreach4. 
Aside from 25 outreach activities conducted by the 
Pastoral Council, BCGGs, ME Classes, and Magis 
Youth in celebration of our 25th Anniversary, the 
other outreach programs conducted this year are:

Nine Suyuan/CPLM Seminars in various areasa. 
Two Suyuan Reunionsb. 
One Buhay Espiritual Mag-asawa (BEM)c. 
Medical and Dental Mission in Laiya, San Juan, d. 
Batangas
Medical and Dental Mission in Laoac, Pangasi-e. 
nan
Dental Hygiene Teach-in at AYA GK Villagef. 
Financial assistance to the earthquake victims g. 
in Cebu and Bohol (coursed through GMA Ka-
puso Foundation)
Relief assistance to the victims of Typhoon Yo-h. 
landa

Distribution of mats and blankets in Ta-•	
cloban two days after the storm surge
Distribution of relief goods in Borongan, •	
Samar (coursed through Fr. Adam Albert)
Distribution of relief goods in Capiz and •	
Antique

To help in the recovery and rebuilding efforts 
of typhoon survivors in Samar, Magis Deo will 
have continuous outreach programs such as 
livelihood programs, values formation and re-
habilitation of school buildings. The bulk of the 
funds raised for our community’s 25th anniver-
sary have been earmarked for these programs.

25th Anniversary Celebration5. 
T.A.G. Marriage Expo (Switch Up to T.A.G.)a. 
Golf Tournament (Drive for Power… Igniting for b. 
More)
Fun Run/Walk (Magis in Motion… Family in Ac-c. 
tion)
Culminating Activity Celebration (IGNight)d. 

Together as a community we have accomplished many 
tasks and activities. Thank you to all whose dedication and 
commitment made all these possible. To the members of the 
Pastoral Council, our heartfelt gratitude. To our Spiritual Di-
rector, Fr. James Gascon, and to the Council of Advisors, 
thank you for your patience, guidance and wisdom. To all Ma-
gis Deo members, your wholehearted and unwavering sup-
port truly made a big difference in pushing us to persevere 
despite all the difficulties we faced along the way.

Maraming salamat po at Maligayang Pasko!
 

Cesar and Marivic Pareja
2013 Chaircouple
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IGNITING theMagis... To Know                ...To Love                            ... To Serve
... our loving God

With hearts overflowing with gratitude to our endearing God,
....we remember how Magis Deo started in a historic way 25 years ago, at the crucible of the EDSA revolution.  
....we celebrate where Magis Deo is right now as a community of Christ’s believers and followers, and how much we have loved ….

Magis Deo has grown in active membership from 8 to 10 couples at the beginning to more than 300 couples now, not counting the • 
thousands of couples who took their Marriage Encounter Weekend in Magis Deo. 
Magis Deo has grown in its Ignatian spirituality, with most of its active members having increased regularity in their prayer life and • 
with increased awareness of God’s movements in their daily lives.
Marriages of Magis Deo members are stronger, anchored on God’s love, friendship, and family unity, enabling members to reach • 
out to others, especially the poor and the disadvantaged.
Magis Deo has faced challenges of community life with love, compassion, understanding, forgiveness and resolution, which led to • 
a stronger and unified Community now.
Magis Deo members have grown in companionship and friendships over the years and enjoy having fun together whether in • 
running, playing golf, dancing, singing, eating, cooking, traveling, etc.
Magis Deo has acquired a permanent “home” for its operations, prayer meetings, celebrations and community records.• 
The fruits of contemplative prayer and growth in Ignatian spirituality of Magis Deo are manifested by members’ involvement in • 
various apostolic work, such as Suyuan/Couple Power Lakas Mag-asawa (marriage enrichment program in Tagalog) for depressed 
areas in Parañaque, Pateros, Payatas, Olandes, Marikina, Batangas, and other key areas in Metro Manila; disaster relief; voter’s 
education and advocacy; medical and dental missions; feeding programs; and community rebuilding in Anduyan, La Union after 
the 1990 earthquake, and in Capaya, Pampanga after the 1991 Mt. Pinatubo eruption.

....What now?  The gains from the last 25 years serve as good foundation to move forward with greater trust in God and face the invitation 
of being “magis.” 

The challenge is how to sustain our gains as a Community; how to remain as a graced Community until 2050 and beyond; how to • 
preserve the Ignatian tradition and practices; how to address future constraints; how to love more… the magis.
Igniting the•	  Magis spirit in each one of us…..to do more for God and others, given our personal gifts and God’s invitation……

  …….to know God more deeply in a personal and intimate way
  …….to love God more dearly by imitating the way He loves…..self-emptying
  …….to serve and follow God more nearly…..having a heart like Christ;
           ……committing to His mission of helping others, especially the poor; and 
            ...…remaining relevant in terms of the signs of the times. 

We thank the Lord for the guidance of Fr. Ruben Tanseco, SJ and Fr. James Gascon, SJ and for all members of the Community who by 
their presence, commitment to the Magis Deo vision and mission, and fortitude have made Magis Deo a living witness of Christ’s Kingdom 
here on earth. 

Malu T. Panlilio, Mustard Seed BCGG
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Jesus.” How did Jesus relate to the people in His midst? How did 
Christ when He was on earth experience intimacy? Not only with 
the Jews who belonged to His religion, but with everyone, espe-
cially those who needed Him most.  Parenthetically, Fr. Ruben 
added that the book is by a Christian but not a Catholic, and that 
love, relationships, intimacy with one another, are not and should 
not be limited by religion nor by province or culture. The evidence 
that we are Christ’s followers is not religiosity, or the number of 
Bible verses we have memorized, nor the charity work we have 
done, but rather it is LOVE.

What are the most important commandments? The first is 
to love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. The second 
is to love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment 
greater than these. 

“Neighbor” means anyone and everyone, not just fellow 
members of Magis Deo community. 

The relationship principles of Jesus, the relationship princi-
ples of love, are:

Place the highest value on human relationships. •	
Not on money, possessions, time, work. Value relationships, 
first with God and then with others. Points to ponder: Rela-
tionships are more Important than time. You cannot serve 
both God and mammon (money). No one can serve two 
masters for he will hate one and love the other, or be devoted 
to one and despise the other. 
What do the ways in which I spend my time and money say 
about the priorities in my life? God does not demand of us 
that we accomplish great things. He does demand of us that 
we strive for excellence in our relationships.

Love as Jesus loves you... unconditionally. •	
Love everyone, not just your family. Points to ponder: Je-
sus was criticized for being in the company of tax collectors 
and sinners. Love all, especially the unlovable and difficult 
to love.
Communicate from the heart, not just with words.•	
Communicate this way not only with one’s spouse and fam-
ily, but with everyone.
As you judge, you will be judged.  •	
Do not judge others. Instead offer love, understanding, com-
passion.
The greatest are the servants.•	
To follow God is to serve, and not be served. Points to pon-
der: Have I asked Jesus if what I‘m doing is what‘s most im-
portant? Imagine yourself standing in front of God and hear-
ing His words, “Well done. Go and take your reward.” 
Treat others as you want them to treat you. •	
Even a very simple act of kindness can change a life.

Restating the theme of the community celebration – intimacy, 
the heart of community – Fr. Ruben ended by saying that intimacy 
is not just loving God, or one’s family, or a chosen few, but anyone 
and everyone. 

As we follow Jesus’ principles of love, we see the sunrise, we 
see the beginning of day.

Rufo & Louren Dacanay
Praxis, Song of Ruth BCGG

When the star in the sky is gone,
When the Kings and Princes are home,

When the shepherds are back with their flocks,
The work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost
To heal the broken
To feed the hungry

To release the prisoner
To teach the nations
To bring Christ to all

To make music in the heart.

— Howard Thurman

The Work
of

Christmas

Intimacy... continued from page 1
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This passage was foremost in my mind 
in the days leading to our culminating 
activity in celebration of our communi-

ty’s 25 years of service. Everything had been 
prepared, plans were in motion, and programs 
had been finalized, when Typhoon Yolanda 
struck the country.

We were witness to the devastation 
wrought by the super typhoon; and there were 
suggestions that we forgo our celebration and 
instead donate what has been budgeted to 
the relief efforts. While this calamity gravely 
affected all of us, our spirit was not broken 
and our community dutifully responded to the 
call to share our time, talent and treasure for 
the immediate relief and immense rehabilita-
tion of the survivors.

The 25th Anniversary Committee mem-
bers were unanimous in rallying to this cause. 
A substantial amount of the funds raised by 
the committee was released to purchase relief 
goods which were immediately sent to Leyte, 
Capiz and Samar. The remaining funds have 
been earmarked for the long-term rehabilita-
tion of a community we intend to adopt. This 
community, severely damaged by Typhoon 
Yolanda, is in the diocese of Fr. Adam Albert 
in Eastern Samar.

As members of Magis Deo, we continue 
to do more for our neighbors; more for our 
brothers and sisters in the Visayas; more for 
God. We were able to do more than just cele-
brate in thanksgiving for our 25th Anniversary; 
we were able to give more meaning to our cul-
minating activity.

In his homily during the anniversary mass, 
Fr. Ruben Tanseco, SJ challenged us to do 
more, and I believe we are faithfully respond-

For everything there is an appointed time;
and an appropriate time for every activity here on earth;
A time to be born, and a time to die;
A time to plant, and a time to uproot what was planted;
A time to kill, and a time to heal;
A time to break down, and a time to build up;
A time to weep, and a time to laugh;
A time to mourn, and a time to dance;
                                   Ecclesiastes 3: 1-4

A time for all events in life

ing to this call to do more, to be Magis. We 
continue to help rebuild our nation from the 
ruins.

Our celebration may have been toned 
down from what was originally planned, 
but nothing could dampen the enthusiasm 
of the members to celebrate a milestone 
– 25 years of establishing God’s Kingdom 
here on earth by enhancing the relation-
ship between couples, their families and 
our community. This event was truly wor-
thy of celebration for which we all gathered 
together as one big, happy family.

Congratulations, Magis!
Happy 25th Anniversary!

Magis Deo Pin
During our culminating activity, we also 

launched the Magis Deo pin. This pin is 
given to members who belong to a BCGG. 
This pin not only symbolizes membership 
in our community; more importantly, it rep-
resents each member’s commitment to 
the vision, mission and values espoused 
by Magis Deo. It serves as a reminder of 
each member’s continuous desire to grow 
spiritually as exemplified by St. Ignatius of 
Loyola.  

Magis Deo Handbook
At our 25th Anniversary celebration 

it was announced that the 2013 Pastoral 
Council has updated the Magis Deo Hand-
book which will be distributed to all BCGGs 
and ME Classes in a few weeks’ time. This 
handbook can also be downloaded in PDF 
format from our website.

Cesar S. Pareja
Chaircouple, Agnus Dei 

BCGG
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In October 2012, Ted and Susan Con-
cepcion conveyed the invitation of Habitat 
for Humanity Philippines through Noel Iba-
ñez, to partner with them in doing pastoral 
work in various Habitat communities. The 
Pastoral Council unanimously said yes and 
requested the Outreach Ministry to do what 
is necessary to make this partnership a re-
ality.

Several days later, Ted and Susan, 
Djarn Pestaño, Eli and Edith Prieto, and 
Lito Gonzales met with their counterparts 
at Habitat’s office in Makati. It was agreed 
to do a pilot session of the Couple Power - 
Lakas Mag-asawa (CPLM) in Bistek Ville in 
Payatas. Habitat organized the community 
and graciously covered all expenses. Ma-
gis Deo came in full force (no need to name 
the kind souls who volunteered and served 
the 20 couples who attended the session). 
Sharon Magat, Community Development 
Manager of Habitat, observed, gave feed-
back and said she would endorse CPLM to 
be part of their prerequisites for entitlement 
to the homes, communities and lives they 
build.

During the November 9, 2013 Com-
munity Celebration, the agreement be-
tween Magis Deo and Habitat was signed. 
The representatives from Habitat were 
Rommel Corro, NCR Regional Head; 
Gerry de Asis, Community Development 
Head; and Melvin Garcia, the gracious 
photographer.

The signing ceremony was a very 
happy occasion; it also signaled a serious 
call for the active involvement of Magis 
Deo members to train as CPLM Present-
ing Couples, and participate as auxiliaries 
at the sessions to be held in Habitat com-
munities. Here’s a very good opportunity 
for all of us to do more for GOD and to 
show our caring for others. As they say, 
three things we should consistently have 
and practice: Faith, Hope and Charity 
(love of GOD and others).

Magis Deo + Habitat =
                    Love for GOD and others

Officers	and	representatives	of	Habitat	for	Humanity	Phils.	and	the	Magis	Deo	community	sign	the	memorandum	of	understanding	
wherein	Magis	Deo	will	help	provide	values	formation	in	the	communities	set	up	by	Habitat.	

Lito Gonzales, John BCGG

Mr. Gerry de Asis briefs the 
community	on	Habitat’s	projects	
and	thrust	in	the	Philippines.
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IGN ight 23 November 2013
Decagon, Silver City
Pasig
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I feel nostalgic as I remember how anx-
ious and nervous we were at the beginning 
of our term. We were apprehensive about 
how we could handle the responsibilities 
of shepherding the community in fulfilling 
its mission and vision. With God’s grace, 
Cesar and I developed a true partner-
ship where we complemented each other 
and truly shared the responsibilities of the 
many various tasks. Cesar is very techie 
when it comes to using computers, he is 
so adept in editing, and his photographic 
memory helped me a lot in organizing 
my ideas. We learned to compromise to 
achieve a win-win solution when our views 
and opinions differed.

I feel somehow relieved now with our 
schedules. This year was quite hectic for 
us. Aside from the monthly council meet-
ings, we had our BCGG prayer meeting 
once a week, our prayer meeting with 
the ME Class we are shepherding, MEFP 
board meetings and events, meetings for 
the different activities for the 25th anniver-
sary of Magis Deo; and we have to be in 
our office from Monday to Thursday, with 
my catering business on the side. There 
were many times we had at least 5 dif-
ferent meetings in a week. I can use my 
fingers to count the weekends we were 
able to stay at home. It may sound tiring 
but God gave us the strength to be pres-
ent at all those meetings, though I must 
admit there were occasions when I missed 
attending my BCGG and ME meetings to 
give way to some urgent ones where our 
presence was really needed. Sundays are 

sacred to our family but my two children 
are very understanding and they too have 
learned to adjust to our erratic activities 
and schedules that ate up into Sundays. 
Hopefully next year we can bring back reg-
ularity in our schedules and go back to our 
normal routines.

I cannot help feeling sad simply be-
cause I will miss the easy banter and cama-
raderie developed during many seemingly 
endless meetings. Because of those meet-
ings we were able to establish deep friend-
ships with many couples in the community. 
This is a huge bonus for me because I am 
a sucker for true friendship and I put a high 
value on relationships. Our term may soon 
end but I know in my heart that our friend-
ships with these couples will last for the 
rest of our lives. In fact, some of us have 
already made plans to get together every 
once in a while so we can continue what 
we have started. It’s funny though since 
we know we will be seeing each other in 
our regular community celebrations, but 
that’s how profound the friendships have 
become.

I guess it is normal to feel frustrated 
at this time because there is still so much 
to be done, so much more work to do, but 
then again, it is time to let go and perhaps 
just continue to serve in and through the 
community in whatever capacity. I know in 
my heart that we gave our all in doing the 
tasks assigned to us.

I feel proud and victorious for the 
Pastoral Council for all the tasks we have 

completed. The openness and exchange 
of ideas during meetings paved the way for 
the completion of guidelines for the mem-
bers of community. The outreach programs 
and the immediate relief assistance given 
to the victims of the earthquake and the 
super typhoon in the Visayas are some-
thing that Magis Deo is very proud of. Two 
days after the typhoon, we were able to 
provide mats and blankets in Tacloban and 
a few days later, food in Samar through Fr. 
Adam Albert. The launching and distribu-
tion of the Magis Deo pin and the soon-
to-be-released Magis Song, “Ignite your 
Servant,” are truly my babies. These ideas 
stemmed from how proud I am to be part of 
Magis Deo, and the pin will be a constant 
reminder for me to carry out the mission 
and vision of the community. The lyrics 
of the Magis Song came from the heart 
while I was doing my morning prayers and 
reflection. I truly marvel at God’s loving 
presence for giving me the inspiration, the 
courage and the perseverance to continue 
with our commitment to the community.

The joy that I felt after the culminat-
ing activity of our community’s 25th anni-
versary is beyond words. To see members 
old and new in one event is a dream come 
true. I felt humbled that all the Magis Deo 
awardees were there to receive the recog-
nition they truly deserved. Acknowledging 
them and their contributions to Magis Deo 
was our way of making them know and feel 
how valued and appreciated they are by 
the members of the community. It was not 

Our term as Chaircouple will end this month. I am overwhelmed 
with mixed emotions as I look back at the past 11 months with feel-
ings of nostalgia, relief, sadness, frustration, victory and joy.

Reflections...
   Beginnings, endings...
   New beginnings...
       Gratitude

Cesar & Marivic Pareja
2013 Chaircouple

Continued on page 21
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an easy task to come up with a year-long 
celebration of Magis’ silver anniversary, but 
God is truly generous in giving us people 
from the community with amazing talents 
and gifts.

When we attended our ME Weekend 
fifteen years ago, we did not have any idea 
what we were getting into since at that time 
our focus was to save our marriage. Now 
I realize that God gave us Magis Deo to 
be our channel not only to strengthen our 
marriage and family but to also serve Him 
using the gifts He generously blessed us 
with. Never did I imagine that Cesar and I 
would be team couples for ME Weekends; 
I am thankful for the opportunity because it 
is through sharing our life experiences that 
Cesar and I received help in healing our 
wounds. I never thought that we would be 

shepherding new graduates but I am glad 
we were given a chance to journey with 
young couples who are now servants of 
the community. Lastly, being elected to the 
Council and appointed as Chaircouple is 
beyond my comprehension. Anxious and 
nervous as we were then, I just surren-
dered everything to the Lord. I know that 
He has plans for us and I was aware that 
we were called to serve. In the end, I be-
lieve that being a Chaircouple made Cesar 
and me closer to each another. It is an af-
firmation that we are truly partners not only 
in marriage but in serving God as well.

To Fr. Ruben Tanseco, our sincerest 
gratitude for giving us Magis Deo. To Fr. 
Ted Gonzales, our marriage counselor, 
thank you for opening the door for us to 
have a peaceful marriage. To Fr. Adam Al-
bert and Fr. Allan Abuan, thank you for the 
wisdom and learnings we receive every 

time we team up at ME Weekends. And 
to Fr. James Gascon, thank you for the 
support, guidance, and direction when we 
needed them most, and for believing in us 
that we can pull through. To the 2012 and 
2013 Pastoral Council Members, thank 
you. To all the Ministry and Sector Heads, 
our heartfelt appreciation for all the work 
you have done for the community. To all 
the couples involved in the celebration of 
our community’s 25th Anniversary, we can’t 
thank you enough for all the hard work, 
dedication and commitment to make our 
celebration a truly memorable and mean-
ingful event for everyone. To all Magis Deo 
members, thank you for all the support. It 
is indeed a privilege to serve God through 
Magis Deo Community.

And so our term ends but the journey 
and service continue…

Blessed Peter Faber, a master of the Spiritual Exercises, was 
the first of St. Ignatius Loyola’s six companions. Peter Faber 
and Ignatius met in Paris, where Faber had come to study 

after life as a shepherd on the mountains of Savoy. Peter Faber was 
the first of the companions to be ordained.

Peter Faber had a gentle spirit and a tendency to be very hard 
on himself. Ignatius proved to be the perfect mentor for him, and 
Faber eventually became the master of the Spiritual Exercises. While 
hard on himself, Faber was gentle with others and became a gifted 
pastor of souls, winning others for Jesus.

Faber was sent to Germany in 1541, where he found the state 
of the Church in such disarray that it left his heart “tormented by 
a steady and intolerable pain.” He worked for the renewal of the 
Church a person at a time, leading many in the Spiritual Exercises. 
Princes, prelates, and priests would especially find Peter Faber a 
gentle source of instruction and guidance leading to renewal.

Between 1544 and 1546, Peter Faber tirelessly continued his 
work in Portugal and Spain. Throughout all of his mission years in 
Germany, Spain, and Portugal, Faber traveled on foot. His final jour-
ney in 1546 was to Rome where, exhausted from his labors, he died 
in St. Ignatius’s arms at the age of 40.

From ignatianspirituality.com

Earlier in November, Paul Campbell, SJ wrote about 
a favorite Jesuit of his who may not be familiar to some 
readers: Blessed Pierre Favre. Now the Vatican Insider 
reports that Pope Francis will likely canonize Favre (also 
known as Peter Faber) in December, so it’s a good time 
to learn more about this companion of St. Ignatius, some-
times called the “second Jesuit.”

Pierre Favre 
soon to be 
canonized

Blessed Peter Faber, SJ (1506-1546)

Reflections... continued from page 20
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Our visit to Rome started off wrong. 
Coming from Florence and arriving at 
Roma Termini, we took the subway to our 
hostel. There were many gypsies hawking 
in the subway, distracting us from purchas-
ing tickets. They were very aggressive, tak-
ing the change from the ticket vending ma-
chine before we could bend over to get it. 
Lugging our bags, we didn’t realize a thief 
was following us. As we entered the train, 
the thief swiftly opened my companion’s 
sling bag and took her purse. Fortunately 
there were only a few euros in it. We only 
realized she was pickpocketed when other 
Filipinos on the train told us. They warned 
us to be extremely careful as there were 
many thieves and cunning vendors. What 
an ironic thing to say about the city where 
the pope resides.

We arrived at our hostel at 3 PM be-
cause we wasted a lot of time looking for 
it. The owner was a gruff Italian who did 
not speak English and looked like Santa 
Claus. He gave us maps and directions to 
the Vatican, but by the time we got there, 
the museum had just closed. It was Sat-
urday and the museum is closed on Sun-
days. We were saddened we would not be 
able to see the Sistine Chapel. Our trip to 
Rome was shaping up to be a big disap-
pointment.

We decided to scope out the other 
sights and return the next day to St. Pe-
ter’s Basilica for mass. We were early on 

the cathedral dome stirred something in 
me. I tried to collect myself so I could re-
spond “amen” to the Eucharistic minister, 
then walked back to my seat. The moment 
I knelt on the marble floor and closed my 
eyes, a flood of emotion overwhelmed me. 
I prayed for my family and for the inten-
tions my mom specifically reminded me. 
All the time my thoughts came straight 
from my heart, struck by the presence of 
the Spirit in this church. I was in the seat 
of the Catholic Church, the house that so-
lidified the faith I have adhered to since 
childhood. It was almost the same feeling I 
had when I laid my hand on Jesus’ tomb in 
Jerusalem three years ago. My tears were 
falling in a stream before I even realized 
I was crying. Then the people in front of 
me stood up, signaling the end of the com-
munion rite. I composed myself and said a 
prayer of gratitude to God for bringing me 
here, safely, for giving me such an enrich-
ing experience for my faith. 

I can’t say my trip to Rome was one of 
the more enjoyable parts of my European 
trip. But in my journey of faith, I believe the 
difficulties I went through to hear mass in 
St. Peter’s Basilica reflect how life some-
times is: you get thrown sideways; you 
miss the mark; you get disappointed; you 
question why. Yet you always find a way to 
get back up, to try again, and believe you’ll 
get it right this time. You always look at the 
bright side because you know God is with 
you on your journey. I didn’t get to see the 
Sistine Chapel but I was thankful to have 
been able to celebrate mass in St. Peter’s 
Basilica. It is one of the most fulfilling expe-
riences in my Catholic life.

The bright side 
of Rome Kimi Abapo

Magis Youth

Sunday for the 7 
AM mass but it was 
only for groups with 
reservations. The 
masses for the gen-
eral public started 
at 9:30 AM. Again, 
we felt let down; it 
seemed the fates 
conspired to deny our fully experiencing 
Rome. Since we were already inside the 
basilica, we begged the security officers to 
allow us to pray at one of the many altars. 
We then decided to go to the areas around 
the Colosseum and Palatine Hill, and re-
turn for the 6 PM mass. 

At 5:45 PM, we were back at the ba-
silica but were met with hordes of people 
lining up to get in. The bells were already 
tolling and we didn’t want to miss the 
mass. The guards were segregating tour-
ists from the mass-goers, asking everyone 
where they are from and their objective in 
coming to the church. Tourists were not al-
lowed inside while mass was ongoing, and 
no photo-taking was allowed. I felt this was 
justified since the basilica is essentially a 
place of worship. When the officer learned 
we were Filipinos, he let us in. Others be-
hind us didn’t fare as well since most of 
them looked too touristy or didn’t respond 
well to intimidation. 

The mass was very solemn with three 
priests concelebrating. It was in Italian so 

I didn’t understand 
much, but I knew the 
parts of the mass. 
At communion time 
I lined up, passing 
the side aisle where 
the choir was. Per-
haps because they 
were singing in a 
different language, 
the harmony of their 
voices floating in the 
perfect acoustics of 

Top:	Inside	St.	Peter’s	Basilica.
Left:	At	Vatican	City.
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Dear Papoo and Alex,
Three years ago, we were asked to co-shepherd your 

class, ME 102. Your group was composed of mostly young 
couples and your class gelled easily. I must admit I found it 
challenging to live up to our responsibilities of guiding you in 
your journey as couples, especially when we observed the 
busy lives you all lead.

During our reunions, you were very open in sharing your 
experiences as individuals and as a couple. As you were 
nearing the date of your sponsorship of an ME Weekend, we 
had to meet almost once a week and it was then that we got 
to know you better.

To this day, I am proud of how your class handled the 
ME Weekend. It was a very smooth-sailing weekend and you 
all stepped up to fulfill your assigned tasks. I discovered that 
most of you are O.C.s, ensuring that no detail – big or small 
was overlooked or forgotten.

For the next two years, we continued to meet for post-
LSS reunions, and we noticed the change in the quality of 
your sharings as they became more personal, heartfelt, pro-
found, and, most importantly, I felt God’s presence in the lives 
of ME 102 members.

Last June 2012, with the blessings of ME Ministry Head 
Tito Ike and Tita Josie Llamas, we invited you to become a 
team couple for the ME Weekend. I sensed a bit of hesitance 
in Alex but you both said “YES.”

Finally, when you submitted the first draft of your talks 
last October, I was still moved to tears, though we were quite 
familiar with your experiences since you had shared these 
during our regular meetings. I felt the struggles and heart-
aches you went through, felt the love you have for each other, 
felt how God moved in your marriage, and how the love of 
God and your love for each other brought you forward, to-
gether, to where you are now.

An open letter to
Paolo and Alexandra Reyes

Marivic M. Pareja
Chaircouple, Agnus Dei BCGG

The latest ME Weekend proved we were guided by the 
Holy Spirit when we asked you to be a team couple. As I lis-
tened to your sharing last Sunday morning, I thought I would 
no longer cry since I had read your talks a number of times… 
but I was gravely mistaken. As you ended your talk, as I heard 
the applause from the participants and the members of the 
community who were also listening, I cried again; even more 
than before. I cried because I saw your efforts, your struggles, 
and felt your victory in overcoming all hardships to save your 
marriage. I cried because both of you served as an affirmation 
that perhaps we did something right in guiding you the past 
three years of faith sharing and friendship. I cried because 
once again, the love of God for mankind is so strongly felt by 
listening to your sharing of yourselves.

You moved almost everyone in the room to tears. Even 
someone I know very well as one who does not cry easily, had 
his face puffy and eyes red from crying. Seeing this, I couldn’t 
help but cry some more.

Papoo and Alex, thank you for sharing your life with us 
and with the community. You may be the youngest team cou-
ple our community ever had, but you and your story will surely 
inspire even the “veteran” couples to continue to fight for their 
love and for their marriage.

As I look at you now, I see the face of God smiling at me, 
telling and encouraging me to continue to feed and tend His 
sheep.

Thank you very much for the privilege of working with you 
guys in spreading God’s love.

Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam!

    Tita Marivic
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  MusiCal notEs

Prayer is 
all powerful

Bert Castro
Easter BCGG

The liturgy for the month of November makes us reflect 
on our whole earthly life as a “Novena for death and 
eternity.” This leads me to understand the theological 

virtues of faith, hope and charity. As we are bombarded by ca-
lamities, homeless families, hunger and poverty; the more I had 
to strengthen my faith and persevere in prayer.

Last November 10 Remy and I together with 10 couples at-
tended a prayer workshop facilitated by Susan Concepcion and 
Djarn Pestaño. They expounded that prayer is a conversation, 
discussed anchor points in prayer and the awareness examen. 
It was the first time I heard about the prayer of a listening heart; 
that my prayer is never a monologue; that after prayer, I have to 
exercise minutes of silence as I listen to my heart and listen to 
God speak to me in the midst of my prayer. My apostolic life is 
worth as much as my prayer.

We were then given thirty minutes for personal reflections 
and prayers, with reference to scriptural passages. I found myself 
reflecting on Luke 18:35-43, about a blind beggar who receives 
his sight. It struck me that as I received our sight, my faith is 
deepened. As a Christian I have to continuously practice my faith 
and put it into action. I realize the splendor, the security and the 
warmth of the sun of faith despite the dark tunnels in my life.

Typhoon Yolanda is a great challenge in my spiritual edifice. 
My eyes reddened as I watched on television a grieving father 
carrying his lifeless six-year-old daughter to a morgue in Ta-
cloban City, with hundreds of bodies already there and hundreds 
more on the streets covered with blankets, banana leaves, and 
whatever the residents could use to cover them. 

Yolanda wiped out the entire town as personally witnessed by 
two of our Easter BCGG members. Dennis Plaza says the power 
of prayer made it possible for him to rescue their new employee 
and a four month old baby in their Tacloban satellite office. Neds 
Vargas said praying the rosary kept them safe while traveling to 
and then back from Ormoc to rescue her 75-year-old mother and 
other immediate family members. Some Magis Deo choir mem-
bers conducted relief operations and also volunteered to help 
those from affected areas who arrived at Villamor Air Base.

I really felt the power of prayers and the word of God even 
against calamities.

My actions are worthless without prayer; my prayer is worth 
more with sacrifice.

My prayer is the foundation of my spiritual edifice; prayer is 
all powerful.

Almost adamantly, I told my interviewer for Retreat in 
Daily Life (RDL) that I can have as Spiritual Director 
(SD) anyone but a cloistered nun. But as if a joke, due 

to location concerns I was assigned to someone from the Reli-
gious of the Virgin Mary. It’s hard to imagine how someone living 
her life within the thick walls of a convent, secluded from the daily 
rigors of life, can help or understand me. In my mind were all sorts 
of questions: Does she ever stand in line? Does she know what 
hurrying against traffic is? Does she giggle?

Very skeptical whether she would understand me at all, I tried 
to keep an open mind, that there must be a reason for her being 
my SD. To my surprise, our first meeting found us conversing as 
if we had known each other for a long time. Oh my, she doesn’t 
giggle at all... she laughs! But her being straightforward sans pre-
tension hit me, especially when she said, “I find you a little stiff as 
if something is binding you tight!”

Man, how can she say that? While fixing her headdress she 
continues, “You don’t even know how to cry. You just can’t plainly 
accept and say there must be a reason.” With what she said, what 
my psychologist friend told me reverberated in my ear, “Leslie, 
you lost a son! You have to cry!”

Wasn’t this madre trained to accept what God has provided 
without question? Well we’re not on the same track, this woman. 

Me and my SD
(and of course my RDL)

Leslie Gatchalian
Sing to the Lord BCGG

One	of	the	clinic/treatment	centers	set	up	for	
typhoon	survivors	from	the	Visayas.	

Continued on page 25
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In fact, I was on the same assignment for 3 weeks! I had to repeat 
the same thing over and over and over. My spouse arrogantly and 
constantly emphasized that he went into his RDL a week after I 
did, but he is now ahead of me. I just smiled. He complained that 
the meetings between me and my SD always took forever. He pit-
ies my SD since even with overtime, I’m still behind.

A few days later, my SD had to leave for one month to be a 
speaker in a Davao seminar. She left me some assignments to 
do while she was away. Hmm... she trusts me? I proceeded the 
way she had guided me. I did this while I was being chided on the 
side by my wonderfully supportive spouse… Don’t I see it? I’m too 
hard to handle, my SD has left me for good.

Devoid of apprehensions, I kept faithful to my not so faithfully 
perfect prayer. There is no telling when and where my faithfulness 
developed but when my SD came back in the middle of Yolanda’s 
fury, I was ecstatic. God loves me. My SD is back! I gave her a big 
hug. Like a long lost friend I said I prayed for her safe return.

Then we couldn’t stop talking about the Yolanda victims and 
how she shook the convent from complacency when she asked 
what they had done to help. She said maybe they were all too 
shocked. I told her I was moved to tears by what I saw on TV, find-
ing myself compelled and being directed to do more.

Our prayer conversation has shown me how this woman, this 
worker of God, goes out of her safe haven to feel what others feel, 
to bring hope where there is almost none. On the other side is 
me, who scampers for safety during such circumstances. Nothing 
wrong with that except that I continue to hide even if I can already 
be of help, as I was still afraid it will hurt me.

With her I was led to go out of my shell and went with her to 
pack relief goods for the first time, although I tagged along my 
son, spouse, driver and house help!

Helping is contagious. It didn’t stop there. My hubby also 
shook some members of the Magis Deo Choir and the following 
day some of us volunteered to debrief evacuees at Villamor Air 
Base.

Upon arrival, a child rushed out from the crowd and em-
braced Sister Virgie tightly. The madre stopped, hugged her as 
well, patted her on the head, communicating without words, then 
we continued to walk. For a while I thought she knew the child. 
This gray flutter of hope was a comforting sight. Didn’t I feel the 
same way when I was a child? That everything’s gonna be okay 
because the “madres” are there?

To hear about the disaster is terrible, to see the damage is 
devastating, to help the victims is rebuilding the wholeness that 
God meant us to be.

Recently I had a squabble with my sister who can barely 
stand and care for herself. Easily eaten up by caregiver stress 
after bereavement grief, I countered her seeming tantrums with 
loose reins and told her sternly that I would have to transfer her to 
a hospice or an empty house with two maids. I felt burdened and 
angry but listening to her and looking at her, I felt the emotional, 
physical and spiritual turmoil she’s undergoing. I carried that until 

Nancy Palmario takes care of a baby evacuee.

Choir	members	who	volunteered	to	help	debrief	evacuees	
await	the	next	plane	to	land	at	Villamor	Air	Base.

Me and my SD... continued from page 24

I met with my SD. I broke into tears as I told her my callousness 
and lack of compassion for a helpless, terminally ill sibling.

God works in unexpected ways, humbling us in times we 
least expect. My next RDL assignment was about asking God’s 
forgiveness. I felt ashamed especially when I was again called 
to quiet down in the middle of the day with the passage “What 
makes me any different from them when every gift comes from 
God?” I felt really humbled and cried again.

Yes, my SD has turned me into a cry baby. Good job, Sister 
Jo Preza!

There are many more stories about me, my SD and my RDL. 
Should I tell them all? No... or maybe, yes. Who knows? Now I 
know, you know, I don’t know. Humbling, isn’t it?
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Rey Mella, Cana BCGG
 spiritual tidbits and HuMor

I was reading an article in an invest-
ing web site about the US economy and 
about Americans’ unhappiness. It was en-
titled “Everything is Amazing and Nobody 
is Happy” written by Morgan Housel, an 
investment analyst. Housel discusses why 
Americans should still be happy in spite 
of many reasons to be unhappy. In fact, 
people should be happier these days.

He begins his 1,748-word article with 
“Comedian Louis C.K. does a great skit 
showing how oblivious we can be when 
complaining about our lives.” He then 
mentions how quickly we get frustrated 
when our phone connection or reception 
goes out for a few seconds, forgetting how 
amazing cell phone technology is. “The 
worst cell phone in the world is a miracle,” 
he says. “Why are you so mad at it?”

____________

“I will honor Christmas in my heart, 
and try to keep it all the year.” 

– Charles Dickens
____________

Housel points out many things Amer-
icans complain about, the “doom and 
gloom” that people see when things are 
really much better today. 

He goes on to discuss breakthroughs 
in family income, life expectancy, child-
hood mortality, work hours reduction, even 
retirement.

He challenges the readers, “Think of 
it this way: The average American now re-
tires at age 62. One hundred years ago, 
the average American died at age 51.”

Continued on page 27

One of the sad things I picked up from 
Housel’s article: “Today,” Matt Ridley writes 
in his book The Rational Optimist, “of 
Americans officially designated as ‘poor,’ 
99 percent have electricity, running water, 
flush toilets, and a refrigerator; 95 percent 
have a television, 88 percent a telephone, 
71 percent a car and 70 percent air condi-
tioning. Cornelius Vanderbilt had none of 
these.” 

He ends his article appropriately with 
“We have a lot to be thankful for.”

____________

A few days ago my family and I went 
to a new mall near our house. We were 
just trying to appreciate what was inside 
the new mall and wanted to eat. In the pro-
cess, we window-shopped. 

As we were looking at appliances, I 
realized I really did not need anything. We 
had money to spare for some things but I 
thought they were not necessary. 

Reflecting on this much later, I thought 
I had a great family with whom I always 
want to spend time, a nice home where 
I’d like to be during most of my free time, 
generally good health which allows me to 
be very productive and a significant con-
tributor to a job and company I really love. 
I had enough challenges in my work, which 
allow me to use my intellectual capacity 
to the fullest. My car, phone and gadgets 
keep me both productive and mobile in this 
fast-paced world. My few close friends and 
my prayer companions are close enough 
to listen to me and they meet the 3A’s – ac-
cessible, available and approachable. 

What do I need? Perhaps I need to 
be reminded to count my blessings and be 
at peace with myself and with what I have 
and where I am at this point in my life. Per-
haps I need to pray for a generous heart 
so I can freely share what I have. Perhaps, 
I need to become a more loving person. I 
did need some things, but they are not in 
the mall.

____________

I am reminded by a phrase in Sacred 
Space about “the best things in life being 
free – love, laughter, caring, sharing.”

____________

At Christmas, all roads lead home. 
– Marjorie Holmes

____________

I have celebrated Christmas as a 
child, as a young adult, as a single, as a 
husband, as a father, as a non-member 
and as a member of the community. The 
level of responsibility has increased over 
the years. As a child, all I wanted were 
new toys. As I grew up, I wanted new 
clothes and the special food that came 
with Christmas. When I started earning 
my own money, I started worrying about 
gifts for other people. As a husband and 
a father, Christmas became one of think-
ing more about my wife and my children. 
Today, while I still buy gifts for my family, 
gifts for other people even beyond the ex-

Christmas
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Christmas... continued from page 26

tended family have also become a priority during the 
season. God has His way of working on me through the 
Christmas season.

____________

Today, Christmas time is also a time for rest and 
reflection. Looking back at the year about to end is one 
important activity that I do and something I spend time 
on during the holiday season. This has been a very 
challenging year for me personally – mostly work re-
lated and health concerns. But in spite of all these, God 
has been great and carried through the rest of the year 
and made it one great year just the same.

____________

Christmas is doing a little something extra for 
someone.

– Charles M. Schulz
____________

Two young boys spend the night at their grand-
parents’ the week before Christmas. At bedtime, the 
two boys knelt beside their beds to say their prayers 
when the younger one began praying at the top of his 
lungs. 

“I PRAY FOR A NEW BICYCLE...” 
“I PRAY FOR A NEW NINTENDO...” 
“I PRAY FOR A NEW VCR...” 
His brother leaned over, nudged him and said, 

“Why are you shouting your prayers? God isn’t deaf.”
To which the little brother replied, “No, but grand-

ma is!” 
– www.dezert-rose.com

____________

He who has not Christmas in his heart will never 
find it under a tree.

– Roy L. Smith

Contimued from page 28
Birthdays - First 10 days of  January

01 Terence Filart ME Class 112
 Malvin Leaño ME Class 100
02 Kit Dela Peña Exodus
 Joyce Dy-Po ME Class 99
03 Honey Clarin ME Class 113
 Tere Palicdon ME Class 102
04 Charm Ang Tala
 Kleng Cobico Thessalonians
05 Pete Ampongan Song of Ruth
 Glo Bisquera Beatitudes
 Dennis Plaza Easter
 Aris Resurreccion ME Class 108
06 Ces Regis ME Class 106
07 Nap Cordez ME Class 110
 Luz Gascon ME Class 112
09 Djarn Pestaño Sirach
 Mila Sison Corinthians

Anniversaries - First 10 days of January
01 Charley & Jay Ng Sy Agnus Dei
 George+ & Joy Uy-Tioco Sirach
02 Zaro & Levy Pingol ME Class 114
03 Caloy & Charm Ang Tala
 Edison & Jojo Guzman Beatitudes
 Tim & Mica Medina ME Class 108
05 Mark & Karen Madrid John
 Nilo & Marilu Sta. Maria Magnificat
06 Boyet & Rose Ambata Ephesians
07 Robert & Tina Pangilinan ME Class 107
08 Rudy & Bib De Guzman ME Class 111
 Mike & Nessa Santos ME Class 102
09 Jun & Mila Sison Corinthians
10 Eli & Edith Prieto Genesis of David

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun-

sellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of  Peace. 

           Isaiah 9:6
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Calendar of Activities:  December 2013 - February 2014
December 2013 Venue Contacts / Sponsors
08 Sun Family Day (Magis Christmas Party) PLDT GYM, Boni Avenue All Sectors
   Mandaluyong City
12  Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
January 2014
11 Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Central Sector
   Guadalupe, Makati City
February 2014
11 Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center South Sector
28-Mar 2 Marriage Encounter Weekend BLD Covenant House Ike & Josie Llamas 821-0639
 ME Class 116 – P3,400/couple Dasmariñas, Cavite
 S.D.: Fr. Allan Abuan    

December Birthday Celebrants
01 Flor Pison Sing to the Lord
 Lilit Tumbocon John
02 Bliss Acot ME Class 112
03 Anne Alfonso John
 Carol Lim ME Class 110
 Vince Yamat ME Class 114
04 Jen Noguerra ME Class 106
 Jason Sanchez Tala
 Genie Toledo ME Class 110
06 Bebeng Carranto ME Class 106
 Ricky Valencia Easter
07 Gly Maramba ME Class 108
 Jhune Vinas Tala
18 Boy Sevilla John
 Aiza Tabayoyong ME Class 112
09 Tita Cordez ME Class 110
 Emma Jimenez Cana
10 Enteng Buenafe ME Class 106
 Jon Maramba ME Class 108
 Miles San Pedro Cana
11 Jon-jon Clarin ME Class 113
 Roxanne Espiritu Transfiguration
 Ding Estabillo ME Class 106
 Jeb Gayanelo ME Class 111
 Jay-R Leccio Transfiguration
 Eli Prieto Genesis of David
 Yoling Sevilla John
 Abby Tumbocon John
 Rhea Vargas ME Class 107
12 Anthony Casas ME Class 99
 Bibsy Flauta ME Class 106
 Allan Ybañez ME Class 101
13 Andrea Santos ME Class 113
 Leo Soliman Corinthians
14 Ricky Consulta Mustard Seed
 Easley Lariosa ME Class 114
15 Rey Eslava Sing to the Lord
16 Fred de Guzman Beatitudes
 Cathy Tan ME Class 114
17 Zaro Pingol ME Class 114
20 Levy Espiritu Transfiguration
21 Ted Concepcion Archangel Gabriel
22 Star Santos Ephesians
23 Vicky Babaran Magnificat
 Vicky Oracion ME Class 106
 Dean Santiago ME Class 114
24 Daisy De Guzman Corinthians
 Buboy Llenos ME Class 107
 JC Manalo ME Class 98
 Nina Yuson Sirach
25 Ian Vinas Tala
26 John Kalwicz ME Class 113
27 Rose Ambata Ephesians
 Vener Torres ME Class 100

28 Noel Ventigan John
29 Des Bonuel ME Class 101
 Francis Llamas Jeremiah-Philippians
 Carlo Santos ME Class 113
30 Rey Rivera ME Class 101
31 Bem Cadayona ME Class 102

December Wedding Anniversaries
03 Boy & Elvira Lubguban Exodus
06 Terence & Mel Filart ME Class 112
07 Dean & Eden Santiago ME Class 114
 Seiko & Bambi Yaneza Thessalonians
08 Jaear & Larnz Briones Good Shepherd
 Raymon & Rache Ebardo Tala
 Kev & Arlene Qui ME Class 110
11 Ed & Sol Macalalad Mt. Olivet
12 Alex & Malou Caramat Jeremiah-Philippians
 Ferdie & Sheila Joson Sirach
 Ike & Cathy Tan ME Class 114
15 Mond & Janice Dawis ME Class 106
16 King & Michelle Mantecon ME Class 98
17 Rey & Laida Chavez ME Class 109
 Ricky & Nikkie Perez Tala
18 Vic & Regz Breganza ME Class 106
 Jon & Kleng Cobico Thessalonians
 Gene & Leony Escosia Emmanuel
 Joey+ & Nina Yuson Sirach
19 Rosauro & Natalie Acio ME Class 114
 Mon & Glo Umali Magnificat
20 Jojo & Rhea Gaddi ME Class 102
 Philip & Malu Panlilio Mustard Seed
21 Randy & Cecil Rivera Song of Ruth
22 Bert & Remy Castro Easter
 Al & Abbie Garcia ME Class 106
 Rey & Lucy Mella Ephesians
 Tony & Bambi Narciso Easter
 Edward & Tere Palicdon ME Class 102
 Carlos & Ruby Pizarro Corinthians
23 Oni & May Colcol ME Class 108
 Josephus & Emma Jimenez Cana
 Watty & Carol Loresto ME Class 108
 Resty & Anna Tongol Transfiguration
26 Rey & Nitz Eslava Sing to the Lord
 Paul & Nette Puthenpurekal Easter
27 Dan & Des Bonuel ME Class 101
28 Cernan & Joanne Caputero ME Class 109
 Tito & Vivian Lim Song of Ruth
 John & Malou Ronquillo ME Class 106
 Noel & Yayette Ventigan John
29 Andy & Belen Mangahas ME Class 107
 Aris & Cathy Resurreccion ME Class 108
30 Bobby+ & Marcia Balderas Archangel Gabriel
 Ariel & Jane Palomique ME Class 89
31 Mark & Reg Amponin ME Class 111
 Rufo & Louren Dacanay Song of Ruth

Continued on page 27


