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Magis youth as disciples 
and apostles

As in May and November of 2012, 
the Magis Youth, many of them coming 
fresh from the May 2-3, 2013 Summer 
Youth Camp, were the hosts of the May 4, 
2013 Community Celebration at the Lay 
Force Conference Room of San Carlos 
Seminary. Zyra Mella emceed the program 
of the ComCel, which carried the theme 
Discipleship and Apostleship.

After the welcoming of ComCel 
attendees and the announcements, Mika 
Isabella Cruz led the community in a 
praise and worship style quieting down 
moment, singing and playing the song “Be 
Still“(inspired by Bible verses from Psalm 
46). This reminds us that in the midst of life’s 
turbulence, we need to stop, be still, quiet 
down, and acknowledge the power of God 
over all things. After her extemporaneous 
worship prayer, Mika led the community in 
singing “I Offer my Life to You,” affirming 
our commitment to God that we live our 
lives to glorify and serve Him.

The twenty-six participants of the just 
concluded youth camp were recognized, 
highlighted by a video presentation of 
some of their activities at the Youth Camp. 
A tribute to the graduates of School Year 
2012-2013 followed. As the graduates’ 
photos were projected, they stood in front 
of the community to be recognized for 
their achievements. The proud parents and 
the Magis community were one with the 
graduates in their joy and fulfillment.

Two Magis Youth graduates, Erika 
April V. Cruz (Erika) and Maynard Leo 
Anthony A. Parada (Milo), shared about 
the ComCel’s theme of Discipleship and 
Apostleship. As the first speaker, Erika 
shared the importance of becoming a good 
follower (disciple) before one can become 

an effective servant leader (apostle). She 
emphasized the need to be a good role 
model to her future students, and to impart 
not only concepts but moral values as 
well. Milo shared about the discipleship 
and apostleship challenges of a student 
transitioning from high school to a university 
setting. Going through a rigorous student/
academic life while balancing a healthy 
relationship with family, friends and God 
defined his 4 years in high school.

We can see the goodness of God in 
the lives of these two young people as both 
of them are truly blessed. Erika finished BS 
Education Major in Mathematics from De 
La Salle University (Magna Cum Laude) 
and recently passed the Teachers’ board 
exam (LET) with a rating of 90%. She 
starts her teaching vocation June 1 as a 
calculus and advanced algebra teacher 
and class adviser at St. Jude Catholic 
School in Manila. Milo, who has been 
serving in his parish in Project 4 and also 
alongside Fr. Tanseco in Magis Deo for 
several years now, graduated with honors 
from the Philippine Science High School. 
He will take up Chemical Engineering at 
the University of the Philippines in Los 
Baños.

The ComCel was capped by the 
celebration of the Most Holy Mass presided 
by Fr. Rommel C. Cruz, the Parish Priest of 
the Minor Basilica and National Shrine of 
St. Lorenzo Ruiz, more commonly known 
as the Binondo Church. Again, the youth 
served during the Mass, with Milo Parada 
as commentator, Jan Kamila de Leon and 
Karl Cedric Sun for the First and Second 
Readings, Jeric Sun for the Responsorial 
Psalm, Ejoy Macalalad for the Prayer of 
the Faithful, Jill Marcelo and Sonya Castillo 
as mass offerors, JM Rivera and Jana 

Macalalad as collectors, and Imman Rivera 
as altar server.

It was another great opportunity for 
Magis Youth and all members of the Magis 
Youth Ministry to be of service to, and 
disciples and apostles for, the Magis Deo 
Community.

To God be all the Glory!

Henry & Gay Cruz
Youth Ministry /Psalm 46-Samaritans

Fr. Rommel Cruz
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he Ascension of Christ, which 
we are commemorating today, 
is a most loving act of God 
the Father for all humanity. 

The limited physical, human presence of 
God the Son now moves to the unlimited 
omnipresence of God the Holy Spirit in all of 
creation. “But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes upon you and will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth” (From today’s First Reading, Acts. 
1:8). No less than the Holy Spirit is our 
constant companion in our mission here on 
earth, our mission from Christ.

The original, historical Christ was 
universal, cosmic, and non-denominational, 
much less institutional, in his teachings, but 

Ascension-
guided

elections
Sunday Homily
12 May 2013

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

T

limited by his physical, human presence. 
Unfortunately, human as we are, institutional 
religion took the place of universal spirituality. 
In many instances, the letter of the law 
became more important than the spirit 
of the law. Moreover, a multiplication of 
institutional religions came about with 
doctrinal differences, and in some cases, 
even contradictions.

Thus, institutional religions failed to 
unify mankind. They only succeeded in 
dividing mankind. So much so that at one 
point in history, Karl Marx branded religion 
as “the opium of the people.” Throughout 
history, religion had been used to pacify 
the oppressed and the victims of social 
injustices, thus favoring those in power 
and the wealthy. It was only much later that 
Liberation Theology was developed, but 
even so, the latter has not yet succeeded 
in eradicating the failures of institutional 
religions and different denominations.

What has all this got to do with the 
Ascension, which seems to focus our 
attention upward, and not downward? Well, 
it is precisely the downward that moves 
toward the upward. And you and I are still 
down here. How, then, do we live down 
here, and what do we do if we are to go up 
someday?

First of all, the Holy Spirit is very much 
down here with us, and is our constant 
companion, as I mentioned above. Now, 
to be habitually aware of this in our hearts 
is easier said than done. But this is indeed 
doable, for which each one of us has been 
gifted with freedom and will power. Filled 
with the Holy Spirit within us, we are then 
empowered to live as Christ lived, to love 
as Christ loved, until the day of our own 
ascension, the upward journey toward God 
the Father, our creator and unconditional 
lover.

Thus, our life here on earth is the 
indispensable condition of our own 
ascension. And God the Son came down 
on earth precisely to show us the way how 
to be really human that will lead us to our 
personal ascension.

Christ’s life of being the Professional 
Lover of anyone and everyone is no less 
than our human example and model. As 
exemplified by Jesus himself, the one 
and only meaning of human life is LOVE. 
Everything else is done for the sake of 
love – from work, to self-sacrifice, to the 
giving and sharing of one’s time, talents, 
and resources. Indeed, love hurts. But 
it is worth it. All this and more was what 
God the Son lived and died for. He was 
deeply concerned with the whole human 
community, the common-good of all. Thus, 
he was not only a religious leader but a 
political leader as well.

This brings us to our elections tomorrow! 
We must not separate our political life with 
our spirituality. The total context of political 
reality touches all aspects of our lives: the 
strictly political, the economic, the socio-
cultural, and the strictly spiritual. Given the 
situation of our country today, all of us are 
thus called by God to as many levels of 
political involvement, as a response to our 
spirituality. This is political spirituality, a total 
way of life, the way of life that authentically 
leads to God. Let us keep listening to what 
the Lord is saying within us.

In connection with this, I will end, for the 
benefit of all, with the “10 Commandments 
for Responsible Voting”, taken from the 

2013 edition of Pinoy Big Voter, a Voter’s 
Education Manual, published jointly by the 
Parish Pastoral Council for Responsible 
Voting (PPCRV) and the Simbahang 
Lingkod ng Bayan (SLB).

10 Commandments for 
Responsible Voting

1. Vote according to the dictates of your 
conscience.

2. Respect the decision of others in 
choosing their candidates.

3. Seek to know the moral integrity, 
capabilities, and other personal 
qualities of the candidates you will 
vote for.

4. Strive to understand the issues, 
platform, and programs of candidates 
and parties campaigning for your 
votes.

5. Do not sell your votes.
6. Do not vote for candidates using guns, 

goons, gold, and glitter.
7. Do not vote for candidates tainted with 

graft and corruption.
8. Do not vote for candidates simply 

because of “utang na loob”, popularity, 
good looks, and pakikisama.

9. Do not vote for candidates living an 
immoral life.

10. Always put the welfare of the country as 
top priority in choosing the candidates 
you will vote for.
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Respecting our 
vote

Tony del Rosario
John BCGG

On Monday, May 13, 2013 Aida 
and I went early in the morning to file our 
respective votes for the mid-term 2013 
elections. The voting was well-organized 
in our precinct and well-attended. Although 
heavy rains occurred around noon time, 
raising some concerns about possible 
floods, and power-outages, it petered out 
by early afternoon in our area.

Significant newspaper coverage about 
the election process and the importance of 
electing the best candidates had preceded 
it. Along with the focus on the candidates, 
the press reported on warnings not to vote 
for representatives of political dynasties, 
even as the Catholic Church called for the 
rejection of candidates who advocate the 
RH Bill.

What relevance does the foregoing 
have for Magis Deo? In the democratic 
system under which we live, we have the 
right to select our leaders, imperfect though 
they may be, and flawed the system under 
which they will be expected to govern us. 
But it is the only system we have. It is our 
system. We have the collective power, and 
the obligation, working together, to make it 
work: to shape it so that each of us may feel 
we have a vital and commensurate stake 
in it. These are our rights and obligations 
as citizens.

Unfortunately, it doesn’t 
look like this can happen 
overnight. We know we have 
to deny our self-seeking 
trapos. Yet we may need to 
vote for some candidates 
we would normally shun, 
to ensure the legislative 
major i ty our president 
needs, to pursue the “daang 
matuwid” he has pledged 
to follow.

Magis Deo has tried to awaken our 
political consciousness over the years. But 
we are too small a community to count. 
So we are urged to link up with other 
like-minded organizations to help make a 
difference – perhaps an objective we have 
not been very good at pursuing. Do we need 
another national crisis to awaken?

Magis Deo, where are we now? Are 
our four S’s enough? Can Stewardship, 
Simplicity, Sharing, and Service, the totality 
of these graces, be achieved in the cloisters 
of our little worlds? Can we recast our 
thinking beyond “my” community, to focus 
on “our” communities and, finally, on to 
“our” country?

When the Comelec announced the 
names of the leading senatorial candidates 
so soon after the elections, it seemed we 
were about to enter into a new era for the 
conduct of our elections. But promptly 
thereafter came the announcement of 
glitches in the transmission and/or delayed 
submission of the ballots and results. Despite 
these delays, the Comelec proclaimed the 
first six, and the next three highest, a few 
days thereafter – acts which are coming 
under question as being premature. So we 

may be in for name-calling, finger-pointing, 
and poll protests again.  Nevertheless, as 
of May 18, or 5 days after the elections, 
the Comelec had proclaimed the winning 
senatorial candidates. The political chorus 
seems to be quieting down.

Our senate should be composed 
of the best and brightest citizens of our 
land. What did we see proposed to our 
electorate? What does it say about us and 
our responses?

What role did: popular perceptions, 
“command” votes owed to dynastic 
politicians or outright sale of our votes 
play?

After so much effort expended to attract 
foreign investment, what messages are we 
sending to prospective investors about us 
and about our country?

Some years ago, Fr. Ruben reminded 
us about the heaven we are searching 
for that is right here with us in this world. 
Sometimes we are so fixed upon the heaven 
that is after life, we overlook the heaven that 
is right here among us.

If the essence of heaven is being in the 
Holy Presence of God, is heaven not also 
with us when we are steeped in God’s work? 
If so, there seems to be no shortage of 
opportunities to practice it in our politics.
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25th Anniversary 
celebration:

Kick-off and updates

Our community’s year-long 
25th Anniversary celebration 
had a very good start with 
the successful Marriage 

Expo with the TAG (Tanseco-Abuan-
Gascon) team last May 18. It was a big 
task to fill up the Irwin Theater of Ateneo but 
there was a good attendance of over 70%. 
It was an afternoon of rekindling friendships 
with Magis Deo members whom we have 
not seen for some time and we hope they 
will do a Balik Magis! Likewise it is heart-
warming to see the enthusiasm of guests 
who we also hope will join our community. 

The TAG team is unbeatable! Fr. 
Ruben Tanseco, Fr. Allan Abuan and Fr. 
James Gascon proved once more how 
effective they are in holding the interest 
of the audience with their informative and 
very true to life talks. Congratulations to all 
who shared their time, talent and treasure 
to organize and the event. You have given 
the spark to “Ignite the Magis.” To those 
who invited people to “Switch Up to TAG,” 
the community is grateful for your support 
and hopes you continue to invite friends 
and acquaintances to all our scheduled 
activities/events. 

On June 12 will be the Youth Sportsfest 
at the Quezon City Sports Club. The youth 
aged 11 to 20 are enjoined to participate. 
On July 12 we will have a Golf Tournament 
at Ayala Greenfields in Calamba, Laguna. 
Eli Prieto is spearheading the event. There 
will be a Fun Run/Walk in September; the 
final date and venue will be announced 

soon. The culminating event of our 25th 
anniversary will be at Deacon at Silver 
City, Tiendesitas on Nov. 23, which also 
happens to be Fr. Ruben’s birthday. At this 
event there will be a recommitment of all 
Magis Deo members during the mass, after 
which the celebrations continue with a night 
of entertainment, dancing and bonding. 
We encourage every couple member to be 
part of these events, and to invite couples 
who had their ME Weekends with our 
community, and couples who have been 
members of the community before. By again 
experiencing the friendship, camaraderie 
and spirituality within the community, they 
will hopefully be enticed them to come back 
and be active members. 

On another note, a Shepherding 
Workshop was held last May 1 at the 
Magis office. A good number of shepherds, 
alternate shepherds, and shepherds-in-
the-making were educated/reeducated 
on shepherding by Wing Aguila, BLD 
Formation Steward. Mr. Aguila stressed that 
the true and only shepherd is Jesus... we 
are mere “under” shepherds. We encourage 
all shepherds to attend similar future 
workshops so your shepherding spirits will 
be rekindled. This invitation extends to all 
members –the community needs you to hold 
other members in the light. Let us shift from 
being Disciples to being Apostles so we will 
be able to lead others towards a spiritual 
journey via Ignatian Spirituality. 

There will be a Marriage Encounter 
Weekend on June 14-16 at the BLD Retreat 
House. This weekend is sponsored by 
ME Class 110 shepherded by Charley & 
Jay Ng Sy and Rico & Terry Lim. We are 
reminding all BCGGs to bring in at least one 
couple candidate, and to be represented 
in the harana. All Shepherds and alternate 
shepherds are requested to be present at 
the Praxis meeting on June 16 at the BLD, 
also for the turning over of Praxis headship 
from Rufo & Louren Dacanay to Ramie & 
Mimi Santos.

Let us keep the MAGIS Ignited!

Claro Santos
Council / Agnus Dei BCGG
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High school is probably the 
most challenging phase 

for a student. It exposes an elementary 
mind to the world of drama, sleepless 
nights, boyfriend-girlfriend relationships, 
loads of cramming, too much internet use, 
first kisses, sleepless nights of texting 
and lolling with friends, crushing on that 
hot teacher, browsing through Facebook, 
nonsense on Twitter whether there’ll be 
classes tomorrow, and the usual scolding by 
parents like “Bakit late ka na naman; usapan 
9 ha?!?!” High school coincides with puberty 
and adolescence; it’s the time we feel so 
active, bring our freedom and experience 
to new levels not associated with kiddies, 
or isip-bata. We start questioning everything 
from our faith, our purpose in life, our real 
goals and ambitions. In this stage of our life 
we start amalgamating all we learned from 
childhood to the present day. High school 
life tends to be the most memorable and 
laughable times. 

When I first stepped into high school, 
I wanted to go back to elementary days 
when life was much simpler and familiar. 
Coming from Ateneo Grade School, the 
Philippine Science High School was a 
different environment and a co-educational 
institution, with schoolmates coming from 
all over the Philippines. I knew high school 
life was going to be different, but not that 
drastically different. You meet new sets 
of friends and get tangled in cliques and 
social niches. You get homeworks that 
keep getting harder every day. You are 
under tremendous peer pressure from 
daring friends. You become aware of 
your sexuality. You confront numerous 
challenges in the increasingly secular, 
individualistic world. Materialism and the 
desire to be in line with the modern times 

shoot up. Some of you may are so used 
to having your phone on hand – if it gets 
lost you feel a part of your life has been 
lost or stolen. You get tired of the hundreds 
of advice and scoldings from parents, not 
realizing these help you become a better 
person. You have an ongoing battle within 
you whether to tackle that ever-so-dreaded 
math homework or accept an invitation to 
chill somewhere. High school life for me 
wasn’t just a phase to go through; it was 
an opportunity to learn from. Learning 
through experiences kicks off at this stage. 
Sometimes the experiences are radical 
– try sleeping at 3am after chatting and 
gossiping with friends, and you end up being 
late and mentally absent. Try getting into 
relationships without thinking much about it 
beforehand, and you end up breaking up the 
hard way. Try making nonsense of your life 
and thinking you’re useless; there’ll come a 
time there is no other option but to go back 
to where you came from: your parents, your 
closest friends, and most especially, God.

High school is for acquiring knowledge 
so you can be a better person, but that’s not 
all. You also get to share your talents, ideas 
and resources. Case in point: I influenced 
3 classmates to lose weight because of 
what they saw in me. I also joined a club 
whose members visit children in hospitals. 
My friends also joined, and even when I 
became inactive, they continued visiting. 
We may be unaware, but people see our 

actions, and if they find them pleasing, they 
emulate them. You’ve seen people posting 
nice and inspiring stuff on Facebook; you 
have likewise shared photos and quotes. 
Sounds familiar? We Filipinos have this 
gaya-gaya habit, emulating others (even 
gangnam style). Why don’t we set our own 
trend: that of showing the love and wonders 
of God through everything we do. 

Being a Christian is being God’s 
disciple, whether you are rich, a beggar, 
a doctor, a janitor, a student, a nurse, 
an engineer, a manager, a dancer. We 
are all called to be disciples of God. You 
don’t have to be overly religious (although 
that’s a nice bonus to your spiritual life) 
to show that you follow and spread the 
love of God. God will not evaluate your 
commitment as His disciple on how many 
masses you’ve attended or how thick your 
novena collection is. God Himself is love. 
If you unconditionally spread love and 
kindness to others, you’ve already done 
your part; you are a disciple of the Lord. 
God ordered us to love our neighbors, and 
in this century where people tend to see 
actions more than words, deeds ranging 
from obeying your parents to doing your 
best in school, best describe your true 
intentions and spirituality. The Lord puts 
more weight not on your ability to read 
Latin prayers and survive tedious homilies 

High School, 
Discipleship 

and 
Apostleship

Milo Parada
Magis Youth

Continued on page 11
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At today’s Community Celebration, 
I have been tasked to relate 

discipleship and apostleship to being a new 
graduate and entering work.

What is discipleship? Discipleship is 
about following God and obeying His will. 
But how do we follow God? How do we 
know His will?

As I read in Our Daily Bread Vol. 
19, most of us think knowing God’s will 
is knowing what situation we will be at a 
certain time in the future. Though part of 
knowing and following God’s will is following 
and discerning His specific leading, an 
important part is obeying God today with 
what we know and have today. As the 
tagline for a devotional says, “Love and 
obey the Lord every day and He will unfold 
your future.” So part of God’s will is obeying 
and loving Him every day. He already told 
us in His Word, the Bible, how to obey Him: 
“Love the Lord with all our heart, with all 
our soul, with all our mind, and with all our 
strength” (Matthew 22:37 and Mark 12:30). 
Putting Him first and doing all things for Him 
and thanking Him are ways to love the Lord 
with all that we are.

Another way is: “Love our neighbor 
as we love ourselves” (Matthew 22:39 and 
Mark 12:31). Who are our neighbors?

They are the people around us, our 
family, friends, classmates, teachers, Titos, 
Titas, our Magis Community and others. 
How can we love our neighbors? We should 
love and treat them as we love and treat 
ourselves. For instance, we can love our 
parents by following the commandment 
“Honor your father and your mother” (Deut. 
5:16). We can honor our parents by listening 
and obeying them. In this way, we become 
better disciples of God.

Erika April Cruz
Magis Youth

I heard from Bro. Bo Sanchez that part 
of God’s will for us is developing our talents 
and abilities and following our dreams, 
which He has already given us and put in 
our hearts. To discover and develop our 
strengths and talents, and to use them and 
dedicate what we do to God is also part of 
following and doing His will. For example, if 
you’re talented in music, like our Magis Deo 
choir, you could sing and make music for 
the Lord. If you’re good at sports like football 
or volleyball, give your best shot and play 
for God. As for my sharing, in high school 
I realized I wanted to become a teacher, 
because my teachers were so good. I 
wanted to teach so I could give back the 
quality education I received from them. So I 
took up education in De La Salle University 
to follow my dream. During my stay in 
college, I did my tasks, studied, enjoyed the 
company of friends and co-members in our 
school organization, and learned for God, 
for my family, for my country, for myself, and 
for my dream. Now that I have graduated, 
I’m closer to making my dream a reality and 
giving back the quality education I received 
to the country, and this is also my way of 
following God’s will for me.

Apostleship is leading others to God. 
The first step in apostleship is discipleship. 
To lead, we must first learn to follow. And 
to lead others to God, we must continually 
follow Him. Then we could do the following 
deeds to lead others to God.

Firstly, we should pray for them, 
especially that they get to know God in a 
deeper and personal way. We should also 
be with them, be friends and establish 
fellowship with them, listen to their stories 
and problems. “We should carry each 
other’s burdens” (Galatians 6:2). Most of 
all, we should care for and have concern 
for each other.

We can also share with others God’s 
Word, like our activities here in Magis Deo, 
and when our speakers and priests share 
with us God’s Word. We can share who 
Jesus Christ is and how He has worked 
in our lives. Moreover, we should live by 
example, so others can see the love and 
work of God in us. For my example, as 
future teachers studying in DLSU, it was 
ingrained in us education majors to teach 
not just concepts but to also impart moral 
values, especially by being good examples 
and role models to our future students. 
When people see God’s presence and 
work in our lives, they will be drawn more to 
know and follow Him. Last but not the least, 
we should keep ourselves in relationship 
with God and pray constantly for others 
and for ourselves, and for discernment of 
God’s will.

So I pray that as members of the Magis 
Deo Community, we will continue to be good 
disciples and apostles of God to others. 

Discipleship 
and 

Apostleship 
in Magis
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Being blessed doesn’t mean you have 
it all, it means you have the heart 
to feel blessed and appreciate and 

see that other people are blessings too. 
And I feel so blessed sharing the hearts 
and talents of my PLDT family through the 
EmpDev team during the Magis Youth Camp 
at Lake Caliraya.

Mr. Nonong Noriega and his team, Ms. 
Lydia dela Merced and Mr. Alex Vargas, 
conducted the Team Dynamics Workshop 
for the Magis youth, with ages ranging 
from 8 to 20 years old. It was a challenging 
workshop: 90% of the participants are 
teenagers, and many met the other youth for 
the first time. As I observed the children, they 
at first felt a bit awkward, perhaps because 

Pusong PLDT touches the 
hearts of the Magis youth

Malou Tabuzo
Song of Ruth BCGG

Malou and husband Ronnie are with PLDT and served as facilitators 
in the Youth Camp. They tapped the “Pusong PLDT” engagement program 
and the Employee Development (EmpDev) group led by Mr. Jesus Gregorio 
Noriega III, for the team-building sessions for the Magis youth. Malou shares 
below her article from PLDT’s newsletter, Accesslite.

of the wide age range, perhaps because 
most were first timers at the Youth Camp. I 
was apprehensive about getting their focus 
and cooperation during the workshop. But 
they gave their full attention and actively 
participated in all the activities!

With EmpDev’s four-hour Team 
Dynamics workshop, the youth bonded well 
throughout their 2-day camp experience, 
like long-time friends and barkadas. The 
smaller younger ones related with the 
older ones as if they were their kuyas/ates. 
The participants all enjoyed the games 
and activities, including those involving 
lead strategies. I was surprised at how the 
younger ones actively participated during 
the processing of each activity and the 

discussions/sharings of realizations and 
values learned. Paul, a very active 8-year 
old, shared about sportsmanship. To quote 
him in one of his learnings, “Huwag maging 
mayabang kahit nanalo.” We also saw many 
potential leaders; even at their young age 
they knew how to strategize and lead a 
team. They displayed different approaches, 
styles, gimmicks even. Daig pa ang matagal 
nang mag-officemates.

The second part of the workshop is, 
for me, the focal point of the Youth Camp… 
ito kasi ang binaon sa pag uwi ng bawa’t 
bata. 

Nonong talked about love for parents, 
making the children realize they sometimes 
take their parents for granted, make them 
feel less appreciated or ignored (specially 
nowadays when there are many gadgets 
that occupy time and attention). How many 
of us can relate to these situations? All of 
us, I believe.

Continued on page 10
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Magis
Youth
Camp

May 2013
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After watching the videos (“Sa Aking 
Pagtanda”) and hearing the sharings, 
everyone cried including us facilitators. We 
also felt the guilt; we realized our lapses 
and neglect of our own parents. I was very 
touched when our two kids who were also 
camp participants, came and embraced 
us tightly with tears, with mixed feelings of 
guilt and love.

The workshop was a big success; it 
brought the best out of the youth. The youth 
bonded, learned a lot about themselves, 
about teamwork, about values. And what 
they will treasure most from the youth 
camp?… their new friends.

A day after the youth camp was the 
monthly Magis Deo community celebration 
and mass. The youth were also the sponsors 
for this community affair held at the San 
Carlos Seminary Layforce. As I entered the 
function room, parents of the participants 
approached me and expressed their 
appreciation and gratitude to the Youth 
Ministry for organizing and holding the Youth 
Camp. They thanked the PLDT Team for 
contributing to its success. 

I’m happy and proud “Pusong PLDT” 
radiates not only within the PLDT family; 
it also touched and warmed the hearts of 
the Magis youth. Thank you, Sir Nonong, 
Ma’am Lydia and Mr. Alex for sharing and 
helping shape the youth of Magis Deo!

Pusong PLDT... continued from page 8
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of aging priests, but on how you live your life everyday. (I’m not saying 
homilies, prayers and masses are useless; but they shouldn’t be the 
sole foundation for doing our part as a disciple). Ask the persons 
beside you if they even care if you can recite the litany of saints. But 
they do care if you can help them with their concerns, if you are an 
example to them in some way. 

I suppose that’s the first wonder of discipleship: we’re all attracted 
to goodness and love, and being a disciple will almost always catch 
the eyes of others. I didn’t force my 3 friends to lose weight and 
improve their lifestyles, but they probably saw something good and 
decided to make their lives the same, in the process inspiring others 
in turn. Whatever we do as disciples benefits not only ourselves, but 
everyone else. 

This brings me to my second wonder of discipleship: God uses 
your acts of discipleship to bring you not only closer to Him but also 
closer to what is best for you. You’ll never really know how far your 
acts of discipleship will go in this world: they may make you more 
successful, they might get you involved in a lot of good things. As 
a high school graduate, I attribute my standing in life not only to my 
acts of discipleship, but also to the acts of discipleship of people 

around me. My parents exercised discipleship in caring for 
and nurturing me, and from them I learned to do the same for 
others. Mom, Dad, I thank you for teaching me to always care 
for others, not because of what you told me, but because of 
what you’ve shown me. The Philippine Science High School is a 
non-sectarian school but you’ve always encouraged me to strike 
a balance between serving in masses and the herculean tasks 
of academic life. Thank you for bringing me up in Magis Deo, 
my second family, whose members have been the best example 
of a community of disciples working together. To the Magis Deo 
Community, you’ve always been part of my heart. If not for the 
love and discipleship I have seen from you throughout the years, 
I would probably be on a different path now. High school (and 
teenage years) is the time we experience the sense of liberty, 
when we make decisions for ourselves, and I’m proud I made 
the choice to serve the Lord in whatever way I can. I hope every 
one of us – kids, teens, and adults  – will always strive to return 
the favors we owe God, and love others the same way God 
loves us, whatever our circumstances, whatever difficulties and 
adversities we may be going through.

God rewards His disciples. 

We conclude our meeting 
entrusting to Almighty God our 
BCGG (state BCGG name), all 
the other BCGGs, and the whole 
Magis Deo Community.

As we grow spiritually as 
individuals and as couples, may 
the Holy Spirit guide us to do 
our part in enriching our fellow-
ship and blessing our community 
with our active participation and 
loving involvement in the Com-
munity Celebrations and all our 
other noble initiatives.

We pray....

Our Father....

High school... continued from page 6

“Sin is not ended by multiplying words, but the prudent hold 
their tongues.” – Proverbs 10:19

Most people recognize that words have incredible power. Editor and theologian 
Tyron Edwards observed, “Words are both better and worse than thoughts; they 
express them, and add to them; they give them power for good or evil; they start 
them on an endless flight, for instruction and comfort and blessing, or for injury, 
sorrow and ruin.” But saying the right words is not enough. Timing is crucial.

Sometimes the best thing we can do for someone else is to hold our tongue. 
When tempted to give advice that’s not wanted, to show off, to say “I told you so,” or 
to point out another’s error, the best policy is to say nothing. As nineteenth-century 
British journalist George Sala advised, we should strive “not only to say the right 
thing in the right place, but far more difficult, to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the 
tempting moment.”

Say the
right words

at the
right time

John C. Maxwell

Prayer
after a
BCGG

 Meeting
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 MusiCal notEs

Faith, hope and trust in
Divine Providence

Atoy Apo, Exodus BCGG

FAITH
My wife and I got married in 1979; 

we have been married for 34 long years 
already. When we were still in the courting 
stage, we were serving our local parish as 
Legion of Mary and as choir members. We 
started as a regular married Catholic couple; 
however, we did not know then how to be 
really good Christians. We tried attending 
the Charismatic Renewal community in the 
early 80’s but were not regular members. In 
1992 we attended a Christian Life Program 
(CLP) seminar of Couples for Christ (CFC). 
We were encouraged to attend the CLP 
because my wife was pregnant with our 
third child. We were invited to become 
members of CFC and we accepted. We 
became very active members and were 
chosen to shepherd 5 couples. I would say 
we became an effective shepherd couple 
because we were active and obedient 
members, and attended all the seminars 
given by our elders. We also committed to 
be good followers of Christ, meaning we 
have to take care of our sheep and multiply 
and bear fruit by recruiting other couples to 
the CFC community.

SHARING
In CFC members shared almost 

everything – time, talent and treasure. 
Car-pooling was a usual practice. We 
shared food. We shared our talents – 
we volunteered as singers, musicians, 

physical arrangement staff, and whatever 
assignment was given by our leaders. 
We shared our professional talents as 
doctors and nurses at medical missions in 
depressed communities. We visited sick 
members of CFC families like they were 
our own.

SERVICE
We served the CFC community for 13 

years in various capacities. We were happy 
serving and didn’t feel tired because the 
work is for the Lord and we felt that whatever 
we do for the Lord is rewarded a hundred, 
a thousand, a million fold. At prayer 
meetings and community celebrations, 
these experiences of serving and our God-
experiences were testimonies of how God 
blessed each of us and our families.

TRUST
I would say that we gave our trust to the 

Lord first, then to our brothers and sisters in 
the community. Without our trust in God, I 
felt I could not have trusted my brothers and 
sisters then, many of whom were informal 
settlers or lived in depressed areas.

SINGING
Singing was a common activity 

in community celebrations, weddings, 
anniversaries, seminars and retreats. Even 
in wakes there was continuous singing, and 
this seemed to ease the loss of a loved 
one. We ourselves experienced this when 

our fourth child died at 9 months. With 
our household leaders and support of the 
community, we were able to move on after 
our loss.

We missed all these when we resigned 
from CFC in 2005. At that time we felt the 
community had serious problems and the 
focus on spiritual growth was side-stepped. 
We learned later that CFC had split into two 
groups due to serious differences.

HOPE
We joined Magis Deo in 2006, hoping 

to experience the same community of 
couples serving God and growing in faith. 
We are now 6 years in Magis Deo, and 
continue to enjoy serving in the community 
in any big or small way we can.

At present my wife and I are jobless, 
having been laid off in 2011 and 2012, 
respectively. While we look for jobs, our two 
employed grown-up children help us in the 
family. Our youngest is still in college and 
will graduate in 2014. Hopefully all will go 
well in her studies. We may be experiencing 
economic difficulties at present but are very 
hopeful we will soon be able to raise money 
for a food business; or, with God’s blessing 
and guidance, I may be able to return to 
the pharmaceutical industry. We continue 
to have hope because we know that God 
will make a way, even when there seems 
to be no way!

Management is doing things right; leadership is doing the right things.

- Peter Drucker

A man who wants to lead the orchestra must turn his back on the crowd.

- Max Lucado
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nEwsBits  /  announCEMEntsnEwsBits / announCEMEnts

This year marks another milestone 
for Magis Deo as we celebrate our 25th 
anniversary with the theme “Igniting the 
Magis.” In line with this, we will hold a golf 
tournament entitled “Drive for Power… 
Igniting for More…” at Ayala Greenfields in 
Calamba, Laguna on July 12, 2013. Please 
block off this date. We encourage you 

Magis Deo
Golf Tournament

Tournament Fee is inclusive of breakfast, lunch, caddie fee and shared golf cart (2 players per golf 
cart). Exciting raffle prizes await the players.

to form your own group flight. This is an 
initial advice. We will send you letter with 
the actual tournament ticket(s) and other 
updates. Please refer to the venue map 
and the sample ticket for other details. For 
inquiries, please call Eli Prieto (0908 734 
2762) or Jojo Aldeguer (0917 528 6934).

Golf Venue Map

Tournament Ticket:
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Rey Mella, Ephesians BCGG
spiritual tidBits and HuMor

On Ignatian
spirituality

In my early days as a professional, 
one of the things I learned in a 4-hour 
time management class was planning in 
solitude. The first hour of every day, before 
one started working, should be spent in 
planning in solitude. Hyrum Smith, the 
originator of the Franklin planner, was very 
emphatic about doing the day’s plan of 
activities alone. I believed that by solitude, 
he meant it to be in a quiet place. I have 
followed this to the letter throughout my 
career. I start my day every day an hour 
earlier so I can be alone and at peace 
doing things on my own, including praying 
and planning, before the workday starts. 
This has proven to be a key to my personal 
productivity. 

____________

Being religious and devout in the 
practice of my faith did not necessarily lead 
me to being spiritual. In my younger days 
when I did not know any better, I thought 
that being religious already increased my 
relationship with God.  When I became 
more “learned” in the pursuit of spirituality, 
it became clearer that by being silent and 
quiet during prayer time, the possibility of 
God talking to me increased.

____________

I find it easier to think and write when I 
am in a quiet place. Looking at the greenery, 
being in the beach, sitting in the plane on 
a long flight or just being alone in my room 
are great opportunities to think and write. 
I get more clarity. So, it is not surprising 
for me to learn that quieting down should 
be the starting point in a prayer session. 
Even in prayer, it is easier to pray when it’s Continued on page 15

quiet. And, in prayer, one gets more from 
God by not speaking and by simply being 
quiet. I do.

____________

“Love is shown more in deeds than 
in words.”

– St. Ignatius of Loyola

____________

A lot of times, I like to talk. But, over 
the years, I have read, discovered on my 
own and learned that by talking less and 
listening more, I get more things done and 
come across better. Whether it is in an open 
forum, in a small group meeting, or in a one-
on-one conversation, people respond and 
engage more when I listen more.

I remind myself about the story of a 
person we will call Harry who met Tom in 
a party.  Tom talked a lot about himself, his 
work and the things he loved to do. Harry 
simply listened intently. At the end of the 
conversation, a friend of Tom came and 
disrupted the chat, and Harry excused 
himself and left. The friend asked Tom about 
Harry and Tom said that Harry is a great 
conversationalist. 

____________

Two Words
Brother John entered the “Monastery 

of Silence.” The Chief Priest said, “Brother, 
this is a silent monastery, you are welcome 
here as long as you like, but you may not 
speak until I direct you to do so.” 

Brother John lived in the monastery 
a full year before the Chief Priest said, 

“Brother John, you have been here a year 
now, you may speak two words.” 

Brother John said, “Hard bed.” 
“I’m sorry to hear that,” the Chief Priest 

said. “We will get you a better bed.” 
The next year, Brother John was called 

by the Chief Priest.
“You may say another two words, 

Brother John.” 
“Cold food,” said Brother John,
The Chief Priest assured him that the 

food would be better in the future. 
On Brother John’s third anniversary at 

the monastery, the Chief Priest again called 
him into his office.

“Today you may say another two 
words” 

“I quit,” said Brother John. 
“Well... it is probably best,” said the 

Chief Priest. “All you have done since you 
got here is complain.”

- www.smilegodlovesyou.org

____________

Enjoying Holy Week in a busy theme 
park or in a holiday beach makes it difficult 
to reflect on the Lord’s passion. These are 
not places for reflection. They are noisy and 
very distracting.  Yet, several years ago, 
my wife and I spent Holy Week in those 
places. Holy Week was very convenient 
for our and our children’s schedule to go on 
vacation. And, we would be in these types 
of places on Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday, never taking a break to reflect on the 
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06 Rizel & Vickoy Cabatcan ME Class 13
 Jay & Yolly Dikit ME Class 101
 Jun & Merce Macalintal Remnants
07 Paolo & Kookhie Mascardo ME Class 103
 Ali & Wheng Reyes Good Shepherd
 Robert & Tes Santiago ME Class 108
10 Atoy & Joyce Dy-Po ME Class 99
 Pat & Gina Laguio ME Class 107
11 Nito & Minda Lada ME Class 109
12 Anchit & Sally Chua Chiaco John
 Charry & Rowena Cristobal ME Class 109
 Ike & Josie Llamas Genesis of David
 Pete & Nona Magboo ME Class 13
 Cesar & Dels Sangalang Psalm 46-Samaritans
13 Lito & Jet Quimel Exodus
 Skee & Paula Tamayo Remnants
14 Lloyd & Roanne Baker ME Class 104
 Mon & Ting Yupangco Transfiguration
15 Philip & Marcy Lagasca ME Class 12
17 Archie & Cora Abion ME Class 10
 Ted & Susan Concepcion Archangel Gabriel
 Ronnie & Malou Tabuzo Song of Ruth
19 Isidro & Erlinda Elevazo ME Class 99
20 Ronnie & Jean Ambe Kapatiran kay Kristo
 Boy & Jovy de Leon ME Class 106
21 Clyde & Patchot Abapo Jeremiah-Philippians
22 Gil & Rose Scott ME Class 13
 Boy & Yoling Sevilla John
23 Arcie & Tina Ricalde ME Class 108
 Chris & Monz Villamin ME Class 106
24 Jhun & Ellen Coronel Magnificat
25 Pete & Shella Ampongan Song of Ruth
 Pau & Rae Cepe ME Class 100
 Jun & Cora Ona Archangel Gabriel
26 Eugene & Ethel Araullo Transfiguration
 Menandro & Fely Redual Jeremiah-Philippians
27 Lon & Kaye Alagao Good Shepherd
 Tony & Aida del Rosario John
28 Ariel & Maan Masungsong Good Shepherd
 Emil & Jing Pereyra ME Class 111
29 Jorge & Ampy Trinidad ME Class 13
30 Elmer & Meg Fajardo ME Class 106
 Ed & Claire Palma Cana

Birthdays - First 10 days of  July
02 Levy Domingo Song of Ruth
 May Leal Mt. Olivet
 Roi Palencia Tala
 Edna Pestaño Psalm 46-Samaritans
 Julie Torres Jeremiah-Philippians
07 Tony Narciso Easter
 Joy Rago Agnus Dei
 Grace Santos Thessalonians
08 Joanna Balinghasay ME Class 104
 Celia Echivaria Exodus
 Francis Fernandez ME Class 103
10 Rhea Gaddi ME Class 102

Anniversaries - First 10 days of July
02 Cesar & Noemi Baltazar ME Class 12
 Onald & Tina Dacanay ME Class 106
04 Jojo & Jane Aldeguer Mustard Seed
 Jimmy & Fatima Umali Exodus
07 Pete & Elo Nabong Thessalonians
09 Harvs & Jang Gatbonton ME Class 112
 Harvs & Jang Gatbonton ME Class 112
 Peter & Mhar Sarmiento ME Class 106
10 John & Glo Boren Agnus Dei
 Denis & Joy Rago Agnus Dei
 Ricky & Trixie Sun Archangel Gabriel

Birthdays & anniversaries... continued from page 16
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On Ignatian... continued from page 14

Lord’s Passion. We wouldn’t be anywhere near a church.  That was 
then. When we pursued increasing our spirituality, we changed our 
family’s habits and practices including where we would be during 
Holy Week. 

____________

Final Wish
A Dominican, a Franciscan, and a Jesuit were in the same 

hospice. One evening, the Angel of Death appeared and informed 
them that it was their time to go but each could have a final request 
before accompanying him from this world. The Dominican asked 
to gaze upon the face of his Savior. In an instant, the face of Christ 
appeared before him. He was satisfied and felt he could die with no 
regrets. The Franciscan asked to touch the wounds in the hands and 
feet of Jesus before he died; Christ appeared and invited him, like 
Thomas, to examine his wounds. The dying priest touched Christ’s 
hands and feet and wept with joy, peace, and contentment. Finally, 
the Angel of Death asked the Jesuit for his final request. Without 
hesitation the Jesuit replied, “I’d like a second opinion.”

- www.ignatianspirituality.com

____________

“Act as if everything depended on you; trust as if everything 
depended on God.”

– St. Ignatius of Loyola

Every day we passion
When we spurn Your proferred Love,
And we plunge to our deaths.
But as surely as the sun rises,
Your own death and rising,
Lift us up from the depths.
The darkness conquered by 
Your Light and Your Love.
We shall rise to that new Life
That You desire for us
From the beginning of time.

Every day we passion
Chacho Angeles, Thessalonians BCGG

(Good Friday, 29 March 2013)
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Calendar of Activities:  June - August 2013

June Venue Contacts / Sponsors
01 Sat Community Celebration 3/F, San Carlos Lay Formation Center North Sector, Outreach Ministry,
   Guadalupe, Makati City Magnificat, Sirach, Good Shepherd
01-02 Team Training, Batch 2 (Weekend 2) CeFam MEFP 426-4206
12 Youth Sportsfest Quezon City Sports Club Henry & Gay Cruz 0928-321-3530 
14-16 Marriage Encounter Weekend BLD Covenant House Ike & Josie Llamas 821-0639
 ME Class 113 – P3,400/couple Dasmariñas, Cavite
16 Praxis Meeting BLD Covenant House Rufo & Louren Dacanay 411-6859 
15-16 Spiritual Leadership Seminar I.S.O. – ADMU MEFP 426-4206 
20 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
 Food Host: Pareja
July
06 Sat Community Celebration  3/F, San Carlos Lay Formation Center Central Sector, SSFM,
   Guadalupe, Makati City Mustard Seed, Thessalonians, John
12 MAGIS Golf Tournament Ayala Greenfields Golf & Leisure Club, Eli Prieto 0908-7342762
   Calamba, Laguna Miles San Pedro
13-14 Shepherding Seminar, Batch 2 CeFam MEFP 426-4206 
18 Council & Ministry Heads Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
 Food Host: MDC
20 Sat MEFP General Assembly Crossroad 77, Mo. Ignacia Avenue, QC MEFP 426-4206 
20 Sat Mid-year Planning (9 am – 3 pm) Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
August
03 Sat Community Celebration 3/F, San Carlos Lay Formation Center South Sector, Finance Ministry
   Guadalupe, Makati City Transfiguration, Mt. Olivet,
    Jeremiah/Philippians
10-11 Spiritual Leadership Seminar, Batch 2 CeFam MEFP 426-4206
15 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
 Food Host: Pareja
23-25 Marriage Encounter Weekend BLD Covenant House Ike & Josie Llamas 821-0639
 ME Class 114 – P3,400/couple Dasmariñas, Cavite
24 ME-2 Team Training CeFam MEFP 426-4206

 Ramie Santos Psalm 46-Samaritans
17 Benny Toledo ME Class 110
18 Boy Lubguban Exodus
19 Rizal Corilla ME Class 109
 Jang Estrada Emmanuel
 Joey Lorenzana Archangel Gabriel
20 Sally Chua Chiaco John
 Tricia Espiritu ME Class 101
 Paula Tamayo Remnants
21 Cha Espiritu ME Class 102
22 Rachel Binag ME Class 100
23 Charley Ng Sy Agnus Dei
 Jon Sta. Maria Transfiguration
24 Jerry Licayan ME Class 106
 Kookhie Mascardo ME Class 103
 Jun Noguerra ME Class 106
25 Abby Bueno ME Class 106
 Malou Tabuzo Song of Ruth
26 Regz Breganza ME Class 106
 Michelle Mantecon ME Class 98
 Malou Torres ME Class 100
27 Jojo Gaddi ME Class 102
29 Leony Parada Psalm 46-Samaritans
30 Edna Llana ME Class 102
 Joey Suarez Cana

June Wedding Anniversaries
01 Domeng & Zarah Gagatiga Mt. Olivet
 Randall & Aiza Tabayoyong ME Class 112
 Dorge & Maricar Tariman ME Class 109
02 Kit & Nancy Palmario Sing to the Lord
04 Rey & Vicky Carmona ME Class 12
 Bobbit & Precy Cruz Thessalonians

  Continued on page 15

June Birthday Celebrants
01 Jo Folloso ME Class 102
 Dels Sangalang Psalm 46-Samaritans
02 Marlyn Angeles Thessalonians
 Nessa Santos ME Class 102
03 Chito Babaran Magnificat
 Cora Buenaventura Sirach
04 Cora de Guzman Beatitudes
 Manolet Rodriguez Remnants
 Joanne Toledo ME Class 110
05 Ai Tabios ME Class 112
06 Carmen Ancheta ME Class 108
 Jhun Coronel Magnificat
 Roger Relucio ME Class 107
07 Lee Bueno ME Class 106
 Cheng Castañeda ME Class 99
 Yvonne Dajac ME Class 104
 Robert Santiago ME Class 108
09 Ciso Cayabyab Jeremiah-Philippians
10 Chito Bayron ME Class 106
 Wilson Chua Transfiguration
 Bunching Llana ME Class 102
12 Lille Collado Mustard Seed
 Linalu Rivera ME Class 101
13 Manette Yap Corinthians
14 Jane Palomique ME Class 89
 Paul Puthenpurekal Easter
15 Charry Cristobal ME Class 109
 Boy de Leon ME Class 106
 Ghanie Domalaon ME Class 106
 Jenny Palencia Tala
16 Reg Amponin ME Class 111
 Matin Leaño ME Class 100
 Tim Medina ME Class 108


