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Why are we here?

Why are we here? Why did you stay?

These were the questions posed to
us by Fr. James Gascon, SJ, the new
Spiritual Director of the Magis Deo
Community. These seem so simple but
difficult to answer. The questions are timely
as Magis Deo celebrates its 25th founding
anniversary this year with the theme
“Igniting the Magis.”

To meaningfully answer why we are
in the Community, we need to go back to
the basics, the vision and mission of the
Magis Deo Community:

“We are a community of
Christian families formed in
Ignatian Spirituality committed to
a life of Stewardship, Simplicity,
Sharing and Service.

… growth on the relationship
between husband and wife, the
faith relationship with the larger
community beyond the family.”

As a community, we espouse the
spirituality of discipleship which involves
stewardship, simplicity, sharing and
service. We take care of our members and
their families with our formation programs.

We have outreach
programs for margin-
alized communities, to
seek the least, the last
and the lost. We involve
the community in
national advocacies
like voters’ education.

As a community of
encountered couples, we endeavor to
practice the spirituality of discipleship in
all our relationships, not only between
spouses, but also within the family, the
community, with the world, and with God.

As a Christian community, we are
defined by our vision and mission. We are
a community defined by Ignatian
Spirituality. Ingrained in our Community are
the Ignatian prayer life and the practice of
the Awareness Examen. As an Ignatian
Community, we are trained to listen and to
discern our actions, decisions and
relationships. Our Community is defined
by Magis meaning “more,” translated into
more fire and passion in our endeavors,
more loving in our relationships and
friendships, more depth in our spirituality,
going farther in our generous service, or
simply being more. In other words, the

focus is on the quality of our discerned
response to God’s love rather than the
quantity of our activities.

To answer then the question “Why are
we here?”, do it the Ignatian way and begin
with “id quod volo” meaning “that which I
desire.” What are your desires for yourself,
for your family, for Magis Deo, and for the
country? As Fr. James put it when asked
what his plans for the Community are, it is
not his plans that count but what the Magis
Deo Community desires to happen.

Fr. James exhorts the community to grow
from discipleship to apostleship.

The 2013 Pastoral
Council is com-
missioned at the
02 February 2013
Community
Celebration.

Continued on page 13
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Sinner to
Saint

Sunday Homily

10 February 2013

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

saiah to Prophet. Saul to Paul.
Simon to Peter. Each one was given
the gift of conversion to love and
serve the ever-loving and ever-

forgiving God. This is what the liturgical
readings of today are passing on to us. Are
we willing to surrender ourselves to the
Lord and be like them as well? Not
necessarily to be literally martyred like
Peter and Paul, and be canonized by the
Vatican as Saints, but to simply dedicate
the rest of our family lives and work lives in
the love and service of God and our
brothers and sisters in Christ, through ups
and downs, joys and pains, successes
and failures, over and above our human
imperfections and sinfulness.

The first was Isaiah. “Woe is me, I am
doomed! For I am a man of unclean lips,
living among a people of unclean lips, yet
my eyes have seen the king, the Lord of
hosts!” (Is. 6: 5). The compassionate God
healed him, and opened the way to join the
Lord’s mission. “Whom shall I send? Who
will go for us?” The converted Isaiah
immediately answered, “Here I am… send
me” (v. 8).

Thus began the inspired mission of
Isaiah. As a prophet, he fearlessly
condemned the social injustices of the
rulers of power and wealth, and persuaded
the people to hold on to the ways of God.
For more than 40 years till his death, Isaiah
dedicated his life in spreading God’s love
and justice, and predicted the coming of
the Messiah.

“The people who walked in darkness
and seen a great light; those who dwelt in
the land of deep darkness on them has
light shined…

For to us a child is born, to us a son is
given; and the government will be upon his
shoulder, and his name shall be called

‘Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace’” (Is. 9:
1, 5).

Ages after that, there was Saul. He was
a ruthless leader in the persecution of the
Church. He was even present during the
stoning to death of St. Stephen. He went
from place to place in search of Christians
to denounce until one day, a flash of light
suddenly threw him to the ground, and he
heard a voice that cried, “Saul, Saul, why
do you persecute me?” He asked who it
was, and the voice answered, “I am Jesus
whom you are persecuting.” (Acts 9: 4-5).
That was the conversion point of Saul.
From Saul to Paul.

He then joined Barnabas and became
a full time missionary. With fearless zeal
and love for God, Paul worked from town to
town, converting gentiles to Christianity,
even without circumcision, as prescribed
by the Jewish law. He focused on faith in
Christ, and not on obedience to the letter
of the law. Throughout his missionary
years, Paul was bitterly opposed, beaten,
stoned, and imprisoned. He also
experienced hunger, humiliation, and a
shipwreck. Through it all, Paul was
sustained by the love and power of the
Risen Christ. Christian tradition says that
he was beheaded in Rome under the
emperor Nero. But his courageous faith
was there through it all.

“For I am convinced that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
present things, nor future things, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
(Rom. 8: 38-39).

The third in our triad of sinners to
saints is no less than Peter, that ordinary
Galilean fisherman, originally named
Simon. He was not a public sinner nor a
criminal, but like many others, he was
suffering from human weakness, fears,
and failures. Nevertheless, he was one of
those who responded to the call of Jesus,
and his love for him and faith in him were
what may have led Jesus to choose him

as head of his first apostles, and thus the
human leader of Christ’s Church. However,
human as he was, Peter even denied
knowing Jesus three times to save his own
life. That was how weak and human he
was. But in due time, he not only recovered
from that human frailty due to Jesus’
unconditional love and forgiveness. He
dedicated the rest of his life in spreading
the love and teachings of Christ until he
himself was crucified like his beloved
Master.

We come now to our own selves as
contemporary disciples of Christ. We, too,
are sinners in one way or another. But God
loves us, each one of us, unconditionally!
God’s call for us to be saints with a small
“s.” Whatever is one’s work, if done for love
and service of God and fellowmen, is his/
her road to sanctification. From
businessman, doctor, educator, lawyer, all
the way to politicians and public servants,
as well as farmers, fishermen, and garbage
collectors. We are not asked by the Lord to
change our current work, profession, or
means of livelihood, provided this is not a
sin or crime, like marital infidelity or graft
and corruption in public service. What we
are asked by the Lord is to love him in
return and to love all whom he loves, starting
from our own families, all the way to anyone
and everyone. And to use our work as the
means precisely to love and reach out to
all others, according to our human gifts and
capabilities that God gives us.

No less than the multiplication of more
and more Isaiahs, Pauls, and Peters.
Thank you, Lord for loving us as you loved
them.

I
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EDITORIAL

The “More” in Magis

Quality rather than quantity. We are a
community of families who through the
ME were given an opportunity to realize
how much God loves us and how
generous he has been to us. The
experience of the ME has lit a fire in
couples, and it has been quickly
followed by a string of activities that
allowed us to share that experience with
our friends, with our children, and more,
with poorer families who never would be
able to afford a whole weekend out of
town.

Generosity inspires more
generosity, so much so that once Ted
Concepcion counted the number of
weekends in which we had a Magis Deo
activity and found out there were only
four weekends in the year when the
community did not have something
going on! Sometimes it seems that God
is having a quiet laugh at us. Fr. Ruben
would always advise couples with
growing children not to spend more than
three nights a week out of the house
even if that activity is service! Yet the
desire to serve more was too strong to
be denied, and one couple, the
Espiritus, resolved that dilemma by
bringing their children into Magis Deo.
They spearheaded the first Youth

activities that eventually grew into what
we now know as the Youth Ministry. And
which is also threatening to erupt and
flow into so many more activities!

Let us not get the mis-impression
this article is criticizing the many
Suyuans, BEMs, Youth Camps, retreats,
LSSs, SDRs, AIRs, medical missions,
voters’ education training, REACHes,
visitations from the Pastoral Council,
interfaces. That is good, very good. But
Fr. James’ statement is a good reminder
that growing is not only external, but
inside us. This is the opportunity for
Magis Deo to pay attention and deepen
the quality of our service.  Of course this
does not mean warm bodies are not
important – but we would not be looking
for opportunities to deepen our service if
that service did not exist in abundance.

We have answered God’s invitation
to find him in our families, other
couples, with the poor he loves with a
special love, in service to Him through
service to our country.

Let’s take a quick timeout right now
and reflect very briefly. At the ME
weekends we introduced our spouses
by sharing what we found was, is, their
most endearing quality. For many of us it
was a revelation – how many of us

smiled listening to the different ways
spouses were sharing publicly what they
appreciated in their spouse? Was it
imagination or was the ice broken, not
just for the group, but for each couple?
Eyes would meet and light up, perhaps at
some private memory of the last time they
showed that quality to one another, but
certainly, observing the body language of
the participants, they were more relaxed,
some leaned a little bit closer to their
spouse, and there was so much smiling.

Such a small exercise of
appreciation, and yet so much happening
between people who already love one
another in spite of the difficulties of
everyday married life – otherwise they
would not be at the ME weekend!  And this
in itself is a prayer – a simple exercise of
looking back and looking at the ways God
has loved you in the everyday presence of
your spouse.

One of the things that leaves this
writer in awe is how this little exercise is
so easy to replicate with our children, the
maids, our companions at work, and as
conversations with God became an
essential part of the day! The “more” can
be as simple as taking ten minutes at the
end of each day to share with your
spouse what made you happy that day,
the times you felt God was there being
happy you were happy, or that you couldn’t
feel him, but you know as surely as you
two sit together getting ready for bed, that
he was there, loving you.

There is so much in the spiritual
exercises of the ME weekend.  It would be
so interesting – and inspiring - to hear
people sharing the more – more often.
Whether it is through our spouses or
through our children or our work, or in
Magis, our parishes and barangays, or
through the quiet times we spend
conversing with God, there will be an
exchange of smiles, hands touching,
hearts quickening, knowing with deep
appreciation, that once more, Someone
Up There and Around us and In us is
saying, look at how nice you are! Look at
how much I love you.

... remember that more must be
on quality than quantity.

In last month’s community Celebration, Fr. James Gascon, our new
Spiritual Director, said “Our Community is defined by Magis  meaning ‘more’
translated to more fire and passion in our endeavors, more relationships and
friendships to nurture and more areas to conquer. But we have to remember that
more must be on quality than quantity.”
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COUNCIL CORNER

Forgiveness

Forgive me for I have sinned...

Yes, dear brothers and sisters, I have committed a crime:
Most of what you are going to read in this article have been
lifted from sources that are not named or identified. Begging
for their forgiveness also.

On Forgiving:

A priest once wrote... “When I was ordained, I believed
that over 50 percent of all problems were due to
unforgiveness. After 10 years in ministry, I revised my estimate
and maintained that 75 to 80 percent of health, marital, family
and financial problems came from unforgiveness. Now, after
more than 20 years in ministry, I have concluded that over 90
percent of all problems are rooted in unforgiveness.”

Points to Ponder:

· It is said that the heaviest load for one to carry is
a grudge.

· Unforgiveness is a fatal poison which cuts us from
healing (Sir 28:3), prayer (Mk 11:24-25), and
worship (Mt 5:23-24).

· Refusing to forgive by holding on to anger,
resentment and a sense of betrayal makes one’s
life miserable.

· In this life we are unable to forget whatever
remains unforgiven, hence remain a victim.

· There is no love without forgiveness, and there is
no forgiveness without love.

· Always forgive your enemies, nothing annoys
them most.

On Asking for Forgiveness:

Both Pope Paul VI and Pope John Paul II have lamented
that one of the greatest tragedies of our time is the loss of
the sense of sin. If we deny that we have sinned, then we
deny our need for God’s forgiveness and deprive ourselves
both of the grace to be forgiven and the grace to forgive.

Points to Ponder:

· The essence of forgiveness by God’s standard is the
giving of mercy.

Mercy means to treat our offenders better than they
deserve.

· The Lord calls us to both forgive and to lead others
to forgive. We are expected to be ministers of
reconciliation (2 Cor 5:18).

· A prayer recited by a Palestinian sniper nicknamed
“The Butcher” who became not only a dedicated
follower of our Lord Jesus, but also a minister of the
gospel, from that moment forward:

“Lord Jesus, I am a sinner, and I am sorry for my sins.
I ask you to forgive me and wash away my sins by
your precious blood. Lord, I can’t save myself. I can’t
take away my sins, but you can. You are the Savior of
the world – the only Savior and I want you to be my
Savior. I ask you to forgive me and come to my life.
Change me and give me a new heart. I will forever love
you and follow you. Now, I thank you for hearing my
prayer and saving my soul. I know you have because
you promised you would. Now I am yours, and you
are mine. I will serve you the rest of my life.”

In summary, here are questions that we can use to guide
us to forgive and ask for forgiveness:

· What is forgiveness?

Forgiveness is our decision to accept God’s grace to let
go of resentments due to sins committed against us
and to express this by acts of mercy and love toward the
offenders (Lk 15: 20-24).

· How often must I forgive?

70 times 7, that is, indefinitely, always (Mt 18:22).

· When I forgive, am I condoning sin?

No, the Lord forgives all sins and condones none of
them (Jn 8:11).

· Must I forgive if the person offending me isn’t
sorry?

Yes, for-giveness is before-giveness, to give pardon
before you are asked forgiveness or even if never asked
forgiveness.

· Must I forgive if the person continues to hurt me?

Yes, while hanging on the cross Jesus forgave his
enemies while they continued to spit at Him and
blaspheme Him (Lk 23:34-35).

· How do I forgive?

None of us can forgive by our own power. To err is human,
to forgive divine, and we are not divine. However, the
Lord promised us His divine power to forgive. Therefore,
forgiveness is our decision to accept God’s grace to
forgive.

We should pray to realize how much the Lord has
forgiven us. Then, by God’s grace we must decide to
accept the grace to pass on to others the forgiveness
given to us.

· How fast must I forgive?

Immediately (Mt 5:25). We’re in self-jail and at a standstill
in our relationship with God until we forgive.

Continued on page 10
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Saint Ignatius’ prayers versus unsaintly Gi’s prayers
Gi Valencia, Easter BCGG

(Warning: This article is the writer’s personal reflection and not dogma.)

Saint Ignatius: Take and receive, O Lord, my liberty.

Unsaintly Gi: Why???

Saint Ignatius: Take all my will, my mind, my memory.

Unsaintly Gi: Isn’t my free will your gift to me, Lord? I don’t want to give it back to you and same with my mind and
memory too! Saint Ignatius’ prayer is disturbing.

Saint Ignatius: All things I hold and all I own are Thine

Thine was the gift to thee I all resign.

Unsaintly Gi: All things I hold and all I own are mine. Is this why I have all these unhealthy attachments?

Saint Ignatius: Do thou direct and govern all and sway

Unsaintly Gi: Lord, sometimes I wonder… do you really have a hand on every little thing, even on what I eat for
lunch? How much really are you in control?

Saint Ignatius: Do what Thou wilt, command, and I obey

Unsaintly Gi: My free will always fights against your will. It seems programmed that way and I find it hard to obey.

Saint Ignatius: Only thy grace, thy love on me bestow, these make me rich, all else will I forego.

Unsaintly Gi: Lord, your grace and love should be more than enough for me but honestly, I still need cash.

Saint Ignatius: Dearest Lord, teach me to be generous

Unsaintly Gi: Dearest Lord, whether I like it or not, I think I need to be generous.

Saint Ignatius: Teach me to serve you as I should

Unsaintly Gi: I want to serve you as I should but I am afraid of what you might ask of me.

Saint Ignatius: To give and not to count the cost

Unsaintly Gi: “To give and not to count the cost” is the ideal attitude when serving in a community, right? I belong
to a community. I don’t have that ideal attitude. I only have – an ATTITUDE.

Saint Ignatius: To fight and not to heed the wounds

Unsaintly Gi: I’ve fought much all throughout my life. There were lots of wounds and I heeded them all. I’ve
grown tired of fighting. Am I still supposed to fight now? I don’t want my blood pressure to go up.

Saint Ignatius: To toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and ask not for reward

Unsaintly Gi: Wouldn’t that result in a burnout? And higher blood pressure?

Saint Ignatius: Save that of knowing that I do your most holy will.

Unsaintly Gi: Lord God, what do you want from me? And if I know what you want, would I do it? It’s hard to do
what you want me to do. It’s so difficult to give myself totally to you. No wonder Ignatius is a saint!

Wait a minute! Ignatius wasn’t a saint yet when he wrote all these prayers! He was still an
unsaintly person striving to be molded in the way that You, Lord, want every unsaintly person to be
molded! There is hope for me yet and that makes me feel GOOD! So keep working on me, Lord,
and help me to cooperate. By your infinite love and mercy, I may yet be like Saint Ignatius.

Saint Gi… I like the sound of that!
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Dearest Mama and Papa,

Happy Graduation! I know I’m the
one who’ll be marching up the stage and
receiving a diploma from Fr. Jett in a few
days, but know that my diploma is every
bit yours as it is mine.

I can’t believe it’s been four years
since I entered the Ateneo – do you
remember what that was like? We fought
so much because I wanted to go to La
Salle and you wanted me to go to Ateneo;
I argued “freedom of choice” and you
argued “parents know best.”

But you know what? It was in Ateneo,
as I got lost in the heat of the still-not-air-
conditioned classrooms and in the piles
of incredibly-difficult-to-understand
Philosophy readings, that I found myself.
It was in Ateneo that I found friends I will
keep for life, professors that have become
not only mentors, but friends, and an

For my parents, with love

education so well-rounded that I can now
discuss Immanuel Kant’s philosophy with
you in grammatically correct con-
versational Spanish.

It was also in Ateneo that I was pushed
to the limit in many different ways – where
I learned that professors will move on to
the next topic regardless if one is done
writing notes or not; that if needed, one can
write a 6000-word essay in less than 3
hours; that one can conceptualize and
execute a major project on her own when
all her group mates are freeloaders; and
that apparently, the body can run on no
sleep for almost 60 hours when there are
deadlines to meet.

It was in my college years that I realized
many things – that nothing worth having
comes easily (as evidenced when I finally
achieved my dream of getting on the Dean’s
List, but at the cost of numerous hours of
sleep and any attempts at a social life);
that true friendship knows neither distance
nor time difference (hello to my best
friends, Pia and Bella, over in Vancouver,
Canada); that love indeed bears, believes,
hopes, and endures all things (my
boyfriend and I will have been together for
four years in March); and that above all, my
God has a greater plan for me than I have
for myself (the last four years have been
nothing but a testament to this).

In the summer of 2011, you
encouraged me to study Spanish in
Salamanca, Spain – and you taught me that
one is never too old to learn something
new. Es la verdad!

In the summer of 2012, you supported
me as I undertook an internship with Coca-
Cola Philippines for two months – and you
taught me to pursue my dreams with
passion and drive.

Ma, di ba nung nagka-cancer ka in
2005, all you asked from the Lord was to
see me graduate from high school? Well,
here we are, eight years later – I’m
graduating from college, and you’re
stronger than most people I know. I hope
you keep fighting because you are the

Carline Marie G. Chua Chiaco

Magis Youth

strongest woman I know, and you have to
live to spoil your grandchildren from me!
Also, I held up my end of the deal – I
graduated in just 4 years.

Mama and Papa, I want you to know
that all of the values I possess – love for
God, honesty, integrity, hard work, and
courage in particular – I may have
encountered in Ateneo, but I first learned
from you. Thank you for being the best role
models and for unconditionally supporting
me these last four years, no matter how
difficult it may have been. For giving me the
wings to fly, no words can adequately
express my gratitude and my love for you.

Four years late, but as they say, better
late than never: Ang sarap pala maging
Atenista!

This is for you, Mama and Papa – I
love you.

Vacationing with Mama Sally and Papa Anchit.
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IGNITION 
PROCESS ATTRIBUTION ACTIVITY TAG LINE TRANSLATION COMMITTEE HEAD WHAT IS IT ALL ABOUT?

Switch

Accept Invita-
tion

Information
Transition

AS A COUPLE
(Connected with each other; 
Couple Power; God in the 

center)
* Talk

Switch Up to 
T.A.G.

A Magis Deo offering to the community rekindling and strength-
ening the very essence of our community:  Couplehood and 
Family.  As we begin with the year-long celebration, we retro-
spect our foundation, the very gears and pillars of our faith.

Ike & Josie Llamas
Ramie & Mimi Santos
Venue: Irwin Theater, Ateneo de 
Manila Loyola Campus
Date: May 18, 2013
Time: 1:30PM - 5:30PM

A half day multiple speaker set of talks by Fr. Ruben Tanseco, Fr. Al-
lan Abuan and Fr. James Gascon on marriage relationship, healing 
of hurts, and family spirituality.

Spark
Awareness
Enthusiasm

Empowerment

AS A FAMILY
(Harmony among its mem-
bers; stronger ties; values 

are intact)
* Fun  Run/Walk

Magis in Mo-
tion… Family in 

Action…

As couples become aware of the divine presence of God in all 
of us, this spark becomes alive and manifest in every family 
thereby creating bigger sparks.

ME Classes
Venue: Ateneo de Manila
Loyola Campus grounds
Tentative Date: September 2013

Walk, Run, Skip, Dance
Let’s Move for Magis…

Ignition

Power of:
Stewardship

Simplicity
Sharing
Service

AS A COMMUNITY
(Unity with common purpose; 

building stronger relation-
ships)
* Golf

Drive for Pow-
er… Igniting for 

More…
Match Play

As you create more and bigger sparks, the ignition process 
takes place. We become living testimonies of God’s love and 
presence. We inspire and sustain the fire that will unite us to 
God.

Eli & Edith Prieto
Miles & Evelyn San Pedro
Ting Yupangco
Venue: TBA
Tentative Date: July 2013

We unite as a community by espousing true sportsmanship and 
camaraderie in building a stronger relationship to demonstrate the 
Magis igniting in us.

Combustion
Healing

Openness to 
God’s Love

AS YOUTH
(Letting go and Letting God; 

the next generation with 
good foundation)

* Presentation

Young and Born 
Again…

We cannot enter the doors of heaven unless we become a child 
and be born again. Here, we remember the Grace Qualities that 
a child possesses.

Henry & Gay Cruz (Youth Ministry)
Tentative Date: November 2013 

Youthfulness is about the quality that we give to our life and not just 
of age. It is something that never changes because it is coming from 
within – a spark, an energy that vibrates towards others. The body 
constantly changes, but the spirit will never change because we are 
FOR GOD alone.

Movement
Growth, Trans-
formation, and 
Manifestation

TOWARDS BUILDING A 
STRONGER NATION

(Integration and Execution)
* Main Event

Igniting the Ma-
gis…

to know, to love, 
to serve…

The culminating part of the celebration. What more can we do in 
building a stronger nation? What can we contribute in the spiri-
tual growth of every Filipino family; transformation of our country, 
and programs that will truly manifest Couple-power?

Ricky & Trixie Sun
Leony & Mia Parada (CSM)
Date: November 23, 2013

“Igniting the Magis” is the 25th anniversary celebration of the Magis 
Deo Community in building a stronger nation that contributes to the 
spiritual growth of every Filipino family by leveraging Couple-power. 
It is a reaffirmation of our commitment in building God’s Kingdom on 
earth.

Map of Des-
tination

Sign in
Dedication

AS COVENANT
Picture Perfect: Magis @ 25!
* Commemorative Banner & 

T-shirt

Couple-Power... 
Reflag, Relist, 

Remind!!!

In order to move forward, we should have a map that will visual-
ize our journey as a couple, family, and community. The banner 
and t-shirt now symbolize this visual as a sign and reminder of 
our covenant to God and our community, Magis Deo.

Lito Gonzales
Date: January to September 2013

BCGGs can signup for a personalized banner that may be hung dur-
ing Comcels.  Our greeting card in wishing our community on its 25th 
year and a way of showing our deepest joy and fulfilment.

Awareness 
of the Jour-

ney

Praise
Thanksgiving

ONE VOICE
* Magis Hymn

Magis with Mu-
sic & Melody!!!

When you are moving, you become aware of the things that you 
see just like driving a vehicle – you see places, faces, and the 
experience fascinates you. The Magis Hymn is an instrument 
that will do the same with couples when sung that makes you 
remember all the things that keep you together and your rela-
tionship stronger.

Cesar & Marivic Pareja
Like a bride and groom, holding a meaningful theme song that’s 
close to their hearts – Magis Deo hums a signature tune that will 
rekindle and ignite the love promised right from the start.

Fellowship 
and Re-

lationship 
along the 

way

Giving, Paying 
Forward, and 

Inspiring

AS STEWARDS
* Outreach Program per 

BCGG

BCGGs, Break-
ing the Bonds!!!

As we take our journey together, we become aware that every-
one we meet is a reflection of God. He wants us to break our 
bonds of so many limitations, concerns and negativities in life. 
We begin to open our hearts not just our minds to see what’s 
inside. We act and take part in the transformation. We pay it 
forward and we become IN SPIRIT in our journey.

Lito Gonzales
Date: January to September 2013

Each BCGG and ME Class will host an outreach activity and submit 
a 2-page write-up on the BCGG’s members and outreach includ-
ing a group picture for inclusion in the “Igniting the Magis” souvenir 
program. Deadline for submission is on September 30, 2013.
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Couple Power; God in the 
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A Magis Deo offering to the community rekindling and strength-
ening the very essence of our community:  Couplehood and 
Family.  As we begin with the year-long celebration, we retro-
spect our foundation, the very gears and pillars of our faith.

Ike & Josie Llamas
Ramie & Mimi Santos
Venue: Irwin Theater, Ateneo de 
Manila Loyola Campus
Date: May 18, 2013
Time: 1:30PM - 5:30PM

A half day multiple speaker set of talks by Fr. Ruben Tanseco, Fr. Al-
lan Abuan and Fr. James Gascon on marriage relationship, healing 
of hurts, and family spirituality.

Spark
Awareness
Enthusiasm

Empowerment

AS A FAMILY
(Harmony among its mem-
bers; stronger ties; values 

are intact)
* Fun  Run/Walk

Magis in Mo-
tion… Family in 

Action…

As couples become aware of the divine presence of God in all 
of us, this spark becomes alive and manifest in every family 
thereby creating bigger sparks.

ME Classes
Venue: Ateneo de Manila
Loyola Campus grounds
Tentative Date: September 2013

Walk, Run, Skip, Dance
Let’s Move for Magis…

Ignition

Power of:
Stewardship

Simplicity
Sharing
Service

AS A COMMUNITY
(Unity with common purpose; 

building stronger relation-
ships)
* Golf

Drive for Pow-
er… Igniting for 

More…
Match Play

As you create more and bigger sparks, the ignition process 
takes place. We become living testimonies of God’s love and 
presence. We inspire and sustain the fire that will unite us to 
God.

Eli & Edith Prieto
Miles & Evelyn San Pedro
Ting Yupangco
Venue: TBA
Tentative Date: July 2013

We unite as a community by espousing true sportsmanship and 
camaraderie in building a stronger relationship to demonstrate the 
Magis igniting in us.

Combustion
Healing

Openness to 
God’s Love

AS YOUTH
(Letting go and Letting God; 

the next generation with 
good foundation)

* Presentation

Young and Born 
Again…

We cannot enter the doors of heaven unless we become a child 
and be born again. Here, we remember the Grace Qualities that 
a child possesses.

Henry & Gay Cruz (Youth Ministry)
Tentative Date: November 2013 

Youthfulness is about the quality that we give to our life and not just 
of age. It is something that never changes because it is coming from 
within – a spark, an energy that vibrates towards others. The body 
constantly changes, but the spirit will never change because we are 
FOR GOD alone.

Movement
Growth, Trans-
formation, and 
Manifestation

TOWARDS BUILDING A 
STRONGER NATION

(Integration and Execution)
* Main Event

Igniting the Ma-
gis…

to know, to love, 
to serve…

The culminating part of the celebration. What more can we do in 
building a stronger nation? What can we contribute in the spiri-
tual growth of every Filipino family; transformation of our country, 
and programs that will truly manifest Couple-power?

Ricky & Trixie Sun
Leony & Mia Parada (CSM)
Date: November 23, 2013

“Igniting the Magis” is the 25th anniversary celebration of the Magis 
Deo Community in building a stronger nation that contributes to the 
spiritual growth of every Filipino family by leveraging Couple-power. 
It is a reaffirmation of our commitment in building God’s Kingdom on 
earth.

Map of Des-
tination

Sign in
Dedication

AS COVENANT
Picture Perfect: Magis @ 25!
* Commemorative Banner & 

T-shirt

Couple-Power... 
Reflag, Relist, 

Remind!!!

In order to move forward, we should have a map that will visual-
ize our journey as a couple, family, and community. The banner 
and t-shirt now symbolize this visual as a sign and reminder of 
our covenant to God and our community, Magis Deo.

Lito Gonzales
Date: January to September 2013

BCGGs can signup for a personalized banner that may be hung dur-
ing Comcels.  Our greeting card in wishing our community on its 25th 
year and a way of showing our deepest joy and fulfilment.

Awareness 
of the Jour-

ney

Praise
Thanksgiving

ONE VOICE
* Magis Hymn

Magis with Mu-
sic & Melody!!!

When you are moving, you become aware of the things that you 
see just like driving a vehicle – you see places, faces, and the 
experience fascinates you. The Magis Hymn is an instrument 
that will do the same with couples when sung that makes you 
remember all the things that keep you together and your rela-
tionship stronger.

Cesar & Marivic Pareja
Like a bride and groom, holding a meaningful theme song that’s 
close to their hearts – Magis Deo hums a signature tune that will 
rekindle and ignite the love promised right from the start.

Fellowship 
and Re-

lationship 
along the 

way

Giving, Paying 
Forward, and 

Inspiring

AS STEWARDS
* Outreach Program per 

BCGG

BCGGs, Break-
ing the Bonds!!!

As we take our journey together, we become aware that every-
one we meet is a reflection of God. He wants us to break our 
bonds of so many limitations, concerns and negativities in life. 
We begin to open our hearts not just our minds to see what’s 
inside. We act and take part in the transformation. We pay it 
forward and we become IN SPIRIT in our journey.

Lito Gonzales
Date: January to September 2013

Each BCGG and ME Class will host an outreach activity and submit 
a 2-page write-up on the BCGG’s members and outreach includ-
ing a group picture for inclusion in the “Igniting the Magis” souvenir 
program. Deadline for submission is on September 30, 2013.
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Zarah C. Gagatiga, Mt. Olivet BCGG

AFTERTHOUGHTS

The joke on
Joseph

It is the Feast of St. Joseph on
March 19. On this day, we pray to St.
Joseph, patron of the Church, the dying,
happy family life, married people,
carpenters and workers. Several stories
of personal nature come to mind about St.
Joseph. I wish to share these stories with
you as a way to remember the Father of
Jesus.

I grew up seeing my maternal
grandmother tending a garden (she is
now in her mid-80’s and arthritis has
prevented her from pursuing her love of
flora and humus). Among her plants she
favored this flowering shrub, Tungkod
Pare. The curious child that I was, I asked
her why it was named as such. She
answered by saying that another name for
the plant is Baston ni San Jose, that when
Joseph and Mary were betrothed,
Joseph’s staff grew flowers. How funny, I
thought. God must have played a joke on
Joseph.

Many years after, Domeng, my
husband, shared with me the same story
but with additional details. Having gone to
the Oblates of St. Joseph Minor Seminary
in Batangas, he could still remember the
biblical and apocryphal stories about St.
Joseph, most especially the wooden staff
that blossomed. To me, that was the more
interesting story as it was a story heard
from my childhood. What I found hilarious
then turned out to be a fantastic story of
God’s love.

As young eligible bachelors lined up
to be chosen as Mary’s groom, each
carrying a staff, Joseph’s burst into flower.
He was a widow, older than Mary in many
years. Did he think he stood a chance
against younger men? In my imagination,
Joseph must have stayed at the end of the
line, or tried not to draw any attention to
himself. The way God manifested His will
must have surprised him and everyone.
Some may chaff this off as legend, but to
me, the symbol of a dry, wooden rod
growing flowers reveals that God’s love
renews and invigorates. His love is
timeless, ageless, undying. Isn’t God
romantic?

Joseph’s commitment to love Mary
was amazing. His obedience to God, more
so! He responded with decency on Mary’s
pregnancy. Well, it helped to be advised by
angels. He dutifully carried out such difficult
tasks: traveling with a pregnant Mary to
Bethlehem; enduring with her the pain of
childbirth; fleeing Herod’s men for their
lives; finding a lost Jesus in the temple.
And all the while, he was quiet. Joseph did
not utter a word. He silently did his job.
What a worker! Indeed, God gave Mary the
husband she deserves.

There are times when I find myself
thanking God for giving me a father and a
husband who have bits of Joseph-like
characteristics in them. My heart swells with
so much love for God. He has given and is
giving me more than what I deserve.

· What if I forgive and not forget?

Forgetting sins committed against us is not to have
amnesia. Rather, to forget sins means that there is no
special sting in us when we remember sins committed
against us. If it hurts us to remember these sins, either
we need healing or have not truly forgiven.

· What if I don’t forgive?

a. We give the devil a chance to work on us (Eph
4:27).

b. We are handed over to the torturers (Mt 18:34).
These torturers are such things as fear, loneliness,
depression, frustration, anxiety and self hatred.

c. We cut ourselves off from receiving forgiveness,
healing, prayer and worship.

d. If we persist in unforgiveness, we cut ourselves
off from God forever and thereby damn ourselves.

· How do I know if I have forgiven?

Forgiveness is not a feeling but a decision. We know
that we have made the decision to forgive when we
show it in acts of love and mercy to those who have
sinned against us.

Since you have reached reading up to this point, thank
you for your forgiveness. Thank you also for the members
of our editorial board, they could have forgiven me too!

Lito Gonzales, Council / John BCGG

Forgiveness... continued from page 5
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Some years back, I read an article
on how people feel about God.
It was a survey and I would like
to believe that the random

sampling was done on Christian believers.
Atheists were insignificant. However, a lot of
believers said they did not experience the love
of God. They couldn’t see how God could be
relevant in their lives therefore prayer is devoid
of meaning and effect. Consider the following
observations:

1. Declining attendance in Church activities
(mass, processions, Holy Week
activities)

2. Growing crime rate

3. Rampant destruction of God’s creations

4. Lust for material possessions

Having dissected the sentiments of
these people and the ensuing observations,
I asked myself if God is still relevant in my life.
Let me share my spiritual belief.

It started with my mother and
grandmother encouraging me to attend
mass on Sunday. Ako ay masunurin at kahit
hindi ko naintindihan ang misa (it was said
in Latin then), nagsimba pa rin ako. This
mass attendance became routinary.
Elementary and high school filled the need
for academics, basic Christian doctrines were
also taught. The one hour weekly Theology
class gave me an idea of the kind of God we
have. The meaning of sanctifying grace and
the promise of salvation and eternal life have
been deeply rooted in my mind. I also learned
that prayer brings us closer to God. In terms
of service and social action, membership in
religious organizations like the Legion of Mary
and Student Catholic Action was a worthwhile
activity.

Is God relevant in my life?

SCENES AND SIGNS OF FAITH

Clyde D. Abapo, Jeremiah-Philippians BCGG

My spiritual journey suffered a setback
when I entered the world of career employment.
Much time was devoted to work and of course,
extra-curricular activities. Temptations were
irresistible and many times I gave in and
committed wrongdoings. Nevertheless, I stood
by the promise of God’s forgiveness. Marriage
came to me as a blessing. Except for financial
problems, my married life was okay. However,
there was not much focus on spirituality. And
so, when an invitation for an M.E. Weekend
came, I did not hesitate to accept it. That must
have been God’s plan for me, to be re-ignited
and continue my spiritual journey, this time with
my wife. The journey up to the present is not
without hitches. But I always feel the hands of
God lifting me in times of trouble.  Ang Magis
Deo ay paraan ng Diyos para mapagtibay ang
aking pananalig sa Kanya.
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 MUSICAL NOTES

A dream
fulfilled

Ferdie Cruz, Beatitudes BCGG

When I was a young child, I
already wanted to sing. And
when I was in high school

in Makati City, I auditioned for choir
membership. Unfortunately, distance was
a hindrance – I live in Caloocan City and
most choir practices and singing were after
school hours and in the vicinity of Makati
hence singing with a choir became just a
dream.

My family, specially my two older
brothers, loves to sing. My kuya even
bought videoke machines in Raon St.,
Manila, and brought them to the U.S. at
the request of family and friends and for
his personal use. Whenever my kuya is in
Manila, we gather in our house and sing
until midnight. My wife Lyn was also fond

On February 16, 2013, the Parish Pastoral Council for
Responsible Voting (PPCRV) in partnership with the Simbahang
Lingkod Bayan (SLB), the Socio-Political Arm of the Society of
Jesus, began a series of seminars aimed at educating the citizenry
to become responsible voters. This was held at the San Jose
Seminary Covered Court in the Ateneo De Manila University
campus. Present with Chaircouple Cesar and Marivic Pareja were
council members Claro Santos and Jojo Aldeguer; Sector Heads
Rufo and Louren Dacanay, Lucy Mella, and Mimi Santos; Danny
and Charito Dimayuga, Fred and Cora Buenaventura, Harry Chua,
Ferdie Joson, Djarn Pestaño of Sirach BCGG; Eli and Edith Prieto
of Genesis of David BCGG; Psalm 46-Samaritans BCGG’s Henry
and Gay Cruz and Leony Parada and his son, Milo; and Malou
Tabuzo of Song of Ruth BCGG.

Our members, along with a diverse group of participants
coming from as far away as Sorsogon, were given insights on the
current situation of the country in the economic, educational, health
and political environments. Questions were raised on whether
the officials we elected in the past were doing what we elected
them for. Emphasis was placed on our rights as citizens and on
what we can ask from our elected officials based on (a) the Local
Government Code; (b) the Omnibus Election Code; and (c) the
Church’s teachings on our political rights.

A simple group work allowed us to express our expectations
from the government and the candidates that we can support and
elect. We came up with a common agenda for our community
which will be presented to the body after further study. Meanwhile,
we signified our commitment with the PPCRV and SLB to continue
the task of educating as many voters as we can.

of singing and had audio cassettes and
VHS tapes in our library.

When Lyn passed away we were no
longer active in Magis Deo as sharer and
facilitator couple. I then auditioned for the
Magis Choir, at that time under Choir Master
Badjo, at Joy Uy-Tioco’s house in Makati. I
am classified as a tenor and I have been
active in the Magis Choir since, singing in
Masses, wakes, Magis activities and MEFP
Songfests.

I love singing and through the Magis
Choir, my dreams have been fulfilled.
Whatever happens, through the highs and
the lows, nothing will deter me from being
a member of the Magis Choir, and only
when my voice and health deteriorate will
it be the time to retire from the choir.

Cesar Pareja

Chaircouple, Agnus Dei BCGG
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Magis Youth Activities
for Summer 2013

Magis Official Publication of the Magis Deo Community
2/F Spiritual-Pastoral Center, ADMU Campus, Q.C.

Council Chaircouple
Cesar & Marivic Pareja

Editorial Board
Sally Chua Chiaco
Tina Mossesgeld
Tony del Rosario

Joy Uy-Tioco
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Rufo Dacanay

Contributors
 Rey Mella

Clyde Abapo
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Ferdie Cruz

Anchit Chua Chiaco
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Ramie & Mimi Santos

Please send articles, reactions, feedback to newsletter@magisdeo.org

In line with the thrust of the Community and its Balik Magis
program, Fr. James reminded us to look not only for the lost
members but to also encourage active participation in community
activities and undertakings from existing members who just stay
in the sidelines.

We are encouraged to build our Community by strengthening
our charism of Ignatian spirituality through prayer and reflection.
A prayer life is a major component of Ignatian spirituality as it
teaches us to listen to our inner selves, to God, to others, and to
what is happening around us (the signs of the times).

Fr. James called on all to grow from discipleship to
apostleship. Our mission must go beyond Magis. We must
continue to follow the Spirituality of Discipleship but we must
move on to be leaders in other frontiers.

It took several years of convincing by Fr. Ruben Tanseco
before Fr. James finally accepted the spiritual headship of the
Magis Deo Community because of its Ignatian charism and the
opportunity to guide us in our Ignatian journey. However, he
declared that he definitely will not be able to duplicate Fr. Ruben’s
25-year stint with the Community. He has made himself available
for Jesuit missions outside the Philippines and will stay with us
as long as he is not sent on mission.

The Magis Deo Community is deeply grateful to Fr. James
for accepting the position of Spiritual Director and for reminding
us to keep going back to our mission/vision when we seem to
get lost.

 - Mimi Santos, Psalm46-Samaritans

Why are we... continued from page 1

Easter Recollection
April 6 - 8am to 2pm
Venue: TBA

Summer Youth Camp
April 26-28
Venue: Tanay or Batangas

Theater Camp
May 24-26
Venue: Pampanga

Youth Sportsfest
June 12 - 8am to 3pm
Venue: QC Sports Club

Ministry heads present the roles, projects and action plans
of their respective ministries.

The community-at-large renew their commitment to
Magis Deo and offer their signed forms during the
offertory.
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Rey Mella, Ephesians BCGG
SPIRITUAL TIDBITS AND HUMOR

On forgiveness

Over 10 years ago, I made the
mistake of emailing to my boss, John, my
disagreements with him. It was a very
critical and sensitive message on why he
and I, and not just my managers, should
be held accountable for our poor
performance. John was obviously
offended because he sent the email to
his boss and said he could no longer work
with me. Before I knew it, I was
“reorganized” and moved to another job. I
was very upset with John’s reaction and
inability or cowardice to talk to me one-
on-one. But within 2 days after that
incident, even before moving to the other
job, I let go and forgave my boss. I went to
see him and expressed my gratitude for
the opportunity to have worked with and
learned from him. We became good
friends and we kept communicating long
after we both left the company. It was not a
pleasant experience but I learned a lot
from it including being able to forgive.
Considering its impact on my career at
that time, I did feel good about forgiving.

____________

I recently took a 33-question quiz on
“How Forgiving are You” in the web site,
www.thepowerofforgiveness.com, and the
results indicate: “I am more forgiving.”
While I feel good about it, I know I can be
much more forgiving. I know that at work, I
am less forgiving and less tolerant about
discipline and compliance issues than I
am at home. So, when I pray the Our
Father, I always try my very best to mean
the phrase – forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against
us – so that I can truly be more Christ-like
and deserving to be described as more
forgiving.

____________

“To be a Christian means to forgive
the inexcusable because God has forgiven
the inexcusable in you.”

 – C. S. Lewis

____________

From jokes.ochristiancom:

The preacher’s Sunday sermon was
Forgive Your Enemies. Toward the end of
the service, He asked his congregation,
“How many of you have forgiven their
enemies?”

About half held up their hands. He then
repeated his question. As it was past
lunchtime, this time about 80 percent held
up their hands. He then repeated his
question. All responded, except one small
elderly lady.

“Mrs. Jones?” inquired the preacher,
“Are you not will ing to forgive your
enemies?”

“I don’t have any,” she replied, smiling
sweetly.

“Mrs. Jones, that is very unusual. How
old are you?”

“Ninety-three,” she replied.

“Oh Mrs. Jones, what a blessing and
a lesson you are to us all. Would you please
come in front and tell us how one can live
ninety-three years and not have an enemy
in the world?”

The little sweetheart of a lady tottered
down the aisle, faced the congregation and
said, “I outlived the old hags.”

____________

I love action movies. Just a few days
ago, I watched Django Unchained starring
a good number of my favorite actors –
Leonardo de Caprio, Jamie Foxx, Christoph
Waltz and Samuel L. Jackson. I enjoyed
the movie a lot. Beautiful movie, I said. But
as I was writing this article, I reflected on
the message of the movie versus the topic

of forgiveness. It is a cowboy movie about
slavery and vengeance. Django never
forgave his and his wife’s captors and
enemies and he killed them all. This
reminded me about being more selective
about what I watch and enjoy, that these be
more consistent with Christian values and
Ignatian teachings. Maybe difficult, but I
have to try.

____________

“To err is human, to forgive, divine.”

 – Alexander Pope

____________

In Dr. Harold Sala’s 5-minute
commentary last February 6 on
“Guidelines” entitled Divorce-Proof Your
Marriage, he outlined 6 guidelines for taking
“preventative measures to protect one’s
marriage similar to insuring that a fire will
not destroy one’s home.”

On Guideline No. 5, he says, “Forgive
quickly. No matter how perfect your
marriage or how much you love each other,
eventually you say something, or do
something, which should have been
unsaid or undone, and it brings pain to the
one you love. Nursing hurt feelings,
bearing grudges, cataloguing past wrongs
never produce happiness in a marriage.”
Beautifully said/written by Dr. Sala.

____________

“Forgiveness is not an occasional
act, it is a constant attitude.”

– Martin Luther King, Jr.

____________

More than twenty years ago, I worked
so hard and long hours every single day.
Every day, as soon as I started working, I

Continued on page 15
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practically locked myself in and got isolated from the rest of the
civilized world. This was before the time of the mobile phone. One
time Mike, my friend and former neighbor, called and left a message
in my voice mail. His eldest son just graduated from college and
needed my help in his son’s job search. I got his message, forgot
about it and never returned his call.

A few years later, I dropped by Mike’s home and knocked. His
wife came out and I asked about Mike. She called for Mike. I heard
his voice but he wouldn’t come out. I was surprised and perplexed.
Maybe he was sick, I thought. At another time, I was again in the
village and saw him seated in the umpire’s chair in a tennis game.
I called out but he wouldn’t look at me.

As I reflected on his behavior, I can only recall my failure to
return his call and to help his son as the one and only reason that
he refused to treat me as a friend. His son started his career in a
big multinational company and has a good job. Hence my failure
to call him back and help never really mattered. But Mike has
never forgiven me.

____________

“My wife is my model of a forgiving person. Why not? She
has forgiven me for all my past transgressions and loves me no
less.”

– Rey Mella

____________

Not so very long ago, an old German was feeling guilty about
something he had done, so he decided to go to confession.

He said, “Bless me, Father, for I have sinned. I feel terrible
because during World War II I hid a refugee in my attic.”

The priest said, “But that’s not a sin! I wouldn’t feel bad about
that if I were you!”

“But I made him agree to pay me 50 Marks for every week he
stayed.”

The priest said, “Well, I admit that certainly wasn’t the most
noble thing to do, charging the man to save his life – but you did
save his life, after all, and that is a good thing. Don’t worry about it
too much; God forgives.”

The man said, “Oh thank you, Father, that eases my mind. I
have only one more question to ask you – do I have to tell him the
war is over?”

____________

“The weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is the attribute of
the strong.”

– Mahatma Gandhi

____________

Erratum: In the February 2013 issue, this sentence appeared in my
article, “As in the ham and egg sandwich story, the chicken is committed
but the pig is involved.”

The correct sentence is: “As in the ham and egg sandwich story, the
chicken is involved but the pig is committed.”  My apologies.

On forgiveness... continued from page 14
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Calendar of Activities:  March - May 2013

March Venue Contacts / Sponsors

02 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center North Sector, MEM, Beatitudes,
Guadalupe, Makati City Psalm 46-Samaritans, Ephesians

03 Sun Running a Prayer Session Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
By Monchito Mossesgeld    8:30am - 4pm

15-17 Annual Ignatian Retreat (AIR) St. John the Baptist Retreat Center, Suni Rodriguez 0917-9274750
P 3,600/couple -  P 1,800/person Tagaytay City

21 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
Food Host: Gonzales

23 Sat MEFP Lenten Recollection    7 am - 5 pm Cuneta Astrodome, Pasay City MEFP 426-4206

April

06 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Central Sector, CSM, Exodus,
Guadalupe, Makati City Sing to the Lord, Genesis of David

13-14 Leadership Seminar, Batch 1 Institute of Social Order (ISO) MEFP 426-4206
18 Council & Ministry Heads Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191

Food Host: MDC
20 Sat LSS (Life in the Spirit Seminar) God Loves Prayer Community, New Manila Clyde & Patchot Abapo 0922-8098768
27-28 Shepherding Seminar Batch 1 CeFam MEFP 426-4206

May

04 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center South Sector, Youth Ministry,
Guadalupe, Makati City Magis Youth, Song of Ruth

16 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
Food Host: Ng Sy

18 Sat Marriage Enrichment Expo – T.A.G. Team Irwin Lee Theater, Ateneo Grade School, Magis Deo 426-7191
2pm -  6pm Quezon City

31 Ellen Coronel Magnificat
Cora Ladao Ephesians
Robert Pangilinan ME Class 107

March Wedding Anniversaries

03 Allan & Edna Pestaño Psalm 46-Samaritans
05 Mike & Celine Magpayo Sirach

Eddie & Riza Torres ME Class 101
06 Bunching & Edna Llana ME Class 102

Roxan & Precie Osados Mustard Seed
07 Bobby & Edna Sandico ME Class 108
12 Jo & Lucy Almodovar Mt. Olivet
16 Chito & Lenny Alnajes ME Class 108

George & Beng Pascual Corinthians
18 Francis & Dolly Llamas Jeremiah-Philippians
21 Val & Carol Lim ME Class 110
23 Roger & Yanyan Relucio ME Class 107
24 Matt & Rosie Pineda ME Class 107
25 Francis & Jovel Sergio ME Class 107
26 Noel & April Oira ME Class 106

Ciel & Manette Yap Corinthians
27 Enteng & Janet Buenafe ME Class 106
28 Eric & Iris Porte ME Class 111

Birthdays - First 10 days of  April

01 Chelle Biola ME Class 106
02 Tony del Rosario John
03 Neth Alon Ephesians

Eugene Araullo Transfiguration
04 Eric Balinghasay ME Class 104
05 Teng Antonio Mt. Olivet
07 Jackie Gallardo ME Class 110
08 Albert Narciso Psalm 46-Samaritans

Vince Tuppil ME Class 111

Anniversaries - First 10 days of April

03 Levy & Delia Domingo Song of Ruth
05 Malvin & Matin Leano ME Class 100
06 Doffs & Liza Concha ME Class 111
07 Manny & Leslie Gatchalian Sing to the Lord
08 Raul & Carmen Ancheta ME Class 108

March Birthday Celebrants

03 Dan Bonuel ME Class 101
Nitz Eslava Sing to the Lord

06 Tina Dacanay ME Class 106
08 Yolly Dikit ME Class 101

Marivic Pareja Agnus Dei
10 Laida Chavez ME Class 109

Carol Loresto ME Class 108
Marilu Sta. Maria Magnificat
Eddie Torres ME Class 101

11 Bib de Guzman ME Class 111
12 Lucy Almodovar Mt. Olivet

Elvira Lubguban Exodus
13 Nancy Martin Tala

Denis Rago Agnus Dei
Wheng Reyes Good Shepherd
Mon Yupangco Transfiguration

14 Franco Reyes ME Class 111
16 Dodo Sta. Maria Transfiguration
17 JR Mendoza ME Class 109
18 Rache Ebardo Tala

Philip Panlilio Mustard Seed
Ali Reyes Good Shepherd
Neds Vargas Easter
Monz Villamin ME Class 106

19 Josephus Jimenez Cana
Mhar Sarmiento ME Class 106

22 Laura Cayabyab Jeremiah-Philippians
23 Shari Consulta Mustard Seed
24 Gene Bañez Agnus Dei

Jane Fernandez ME Class 104
Nasser Lubrin ME Class 106

26 Mely Peralta Exodus
Mike Santos ME Class 102

27 Janet Buenafe ME Class 106
Tatic Castillo Cana

28 Esper Asperin Archangel Gabriel
Siony Martinez Magnificat

29 Celso Martinez Magnificat
30 Chit Garcia Mt. Olivet

Alex Reyes ME Class 102


