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Trust: The cornerstone
of community life

Our Spiritual Director, Fr. James
Gascon, SJ, began his talk at the April
Community Celebration with a question:
Why are we here attending the community
celebration when we could be doing
something else for the weekend? Is it
simply because we have been accustomed
to being here every first Saturday of the
month? Or is it because you trust that you
will get something good out of this activity?

He gave his first point for the talk:
Quality of Trust. The quality of trust
determines the growth of a community or
any relationship. It is a good indicator of
how strong the community or relationship
is. And if there is mistrust in the community,
this bond, this relationship, is broken. This
is because a pervasive sense of mistrust
sabotages the climate of safety and
security. Betrayal undermines growth of
relationships.

Thus, creating a climate of trust is the
most important task of any community
because it is foundational on which
communal relationships develop. Fr.
James gave his next point: Development
of Trust.

Trust develops over a long period of
time and in the community its initial stage
is ORIENTATION – when members of a
community familiarize with each other.
Trust develops when community members
are willing to risk and trust each other. Trust
is earned; it is a slow, developmental and
difficult process.

Trust blooms in self-disclosure, in the
reception of that disclosure (one’s capacity
to be a keeper of stories, a guardian of
another’s sacred story) and a spirit of
dialogue. The following questions emerge
here: Should we be keepers of secrets? Is
confidentiality absolute? Fr. James clarified
that trust is not to be confused with general
cathartic purging of one’s soul, as there

are times when self disclosure can be
inappropriate and even be destructive.

Trust is the ability to risk one’s self;
there is no trust-building without risk. Self-
disclosure and its reception is a skill to
master that comes with good judgment.
Ultimately, trust is grounded on one’s level
of self-esteem – a level of maturity that is
anchored on Christian virtue.

Fr. James’ next points dealt with the
elements that help build trust. These are:

♦ Willingness to progressively
disclose oneself to the
members of the community.

♦ Willingness to receive the
disclosure of others with
respect and confidentiality.

♦ Consistent behavior with others.

♦ Following through on
commitments.

♦ Affirmation and acceptance of
others.

♦ Avoiding judgments of others.

♦ Being trustworthy and honest.

♦ Focusing on areas that the
members share in common.

♦ Scrupulously avoiding
stereotypes.

All these were simplified and
integrated in the figure he presented:

Fr. James then talked about the two
basic qualities of Trust:

♦ Openness – the quality of being
candid combined with a
confidence in the goodness of
others, which must be two-way:
capacity and willingness to share
oneself AND listening intently and
respectfully to others.

Continued on page 5
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Love-in-action
Sunday Homily

14 April 2013

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

F ather, Son, Holy Spirit. God, the
Incarnate Lover of all His
creation. Out of this love, God

created each one of us to be like Him.

“Then God said: ‘Let us make man in
our image, after our likeness….’ God
created man in his image; in the divine
image he created him; male and female
he created them” (Gen. 1:26-27).

To clearly understand this in the New
Testament, Jesus fully supported what one
of his followers described as the one and
only divine law that would lead him to
eternal life: “You shall love the Lord, your
God, with all your heart, with all your being,
with all your strength, and with all your
mind, and your neighbor as yourself” (Lk.
10: 27).

All the above and more is what we find
in today’s Gospel reading for the 3rd
Sunday of Easter. For fear of his own life,
Peter had previously denied knowing
Jesus, not once, not twice, but three times.
Although before that, he had left everything
to be a close follower of Christ. But human
as he was, he failed at the height of human
weakness. Each one of us can identify with
Peter, in one way or another.

But again, the Incarnate Lover that He
was, and is, Jesus lovingly gave Peter the
opportunity to wake up and be his true self.
Three times, Peter insisted in assuring
Christ, “Lord, you know that I love you.” But
it does not end there. Each time that Peter
expressed his love for Him, Jesus followed
it up with: “Feed my lambs….Tend my
sheep…. Feed my sheep” (Jn. 21: 15-17).

Yes, love in action, in service and self-
sacrifice, and not just in words and prayers.
Peter experienced this in the person of
Christ, and he was finally able to live it
himself. According to records, Peter was
arrested and imprisoned several times, but
was freed through miraculous means.
Tradition tells us that he was martyred
during the reign of Nero (c. 54 -68).

You and I may not be literally called to
be martyrs like Jesus and Peter, but there
are certainly many ways of feeding Jesus’
lambs and tending his sheep.

Our most serious national problem
today is social and economic injustice. The
giant gap between the tiny minority super-
rich and the great majority poor is definitely
not God’s law of loving. The other
interconnected issue here is the
widespread corruption among political and
economic leaders. Not all, but many. Our
President Aquino, who is known for his
moral integrity and honesty as a leader,
finds it extremely difficult to deal with this
issue that has practically become a part of
our national culture.

Regarding the first issue of social and
economic injustice, the latest research
reports that 40 families own 76% of our
growing Philippine economy. This definitely
is not God’s plan for humanity. And even if
another report claims that 81% of Filipinos
are satisfied with their lives, this does not
justify the ruthless injustice in the
distribution of God’s resources. Over the
past many decades and even centuries,
most poor Filipinos have learned to be
resigned to their socio-economic situation,
without realizing that this is not the will of
our ever-loving and just God, but the result
of human sinfulness. Many poor Filipinos
are drawn to what we call popular
religiosity, and simply accept the situation
as it is and take it as God’s will and
providence.

The official teaching of the Church on
social justice is definitely not being followed
by our so-called Christian Philippines. It is
here that I want to quote our recent hero,
the late Benigno Aquino Jr., from his
Testament From a Prison Cell, which he
wrote while imprisoned for years by the
Marcos dictatorship, and then martyred
later on.

Aquino was convinced that neither
capitalism nor communism would work for

the good of our country. I agree with this
completely. Instead, we must work toward
a Christian socialist system for a more
equitable distribution of God’s resources.

As Ninoy wrote: “I believe in a Christian
Democratic Socialist ideology that will
harmonize political freedom with social
and economic equality, taking and merging
the best of the primary and conflicting
systems – communism and capitalism.”

“Capitalism must be corrected by a
vigorous anti-monopoly legislation,
supplemented more positively by social
welfare and security measures than now
exist. Basic economic decisions must be
made by the community – the government
– and not by the private owners of the
means of production. More efficient
national economic planning must be
adopted to husband our meager resources
and bring the greatest good to the greatest
number.”

Let us pray unceasingly that Ninoy’s
own son, our current President Noynoy, will
take his father’s legacy seriously, seek the
active cooperation of more and more like-
minded leaders, both national and local,
and move toward a democratic socialist
system, which is God-inspired as well as
God’s will. This will take a long time, many
decades perhaps, but it will be worth all
the efforts and time that will be needed.
This will be our journey with God, and not
the ego-centered system that we are
suffering from right now.
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EDITORIAL

Waiting in hope,
walking in faith

I was sitting at the office waiting
for my ka-meeting to arrive and
reflecting on this month’s

editorial. With Election Day less than
two weeks away, Magis Deo has
responded, as always, to Tatay
Ruben’s last hurrah as outgoing
Spiritual Director, to fulfill our Christian
duty to be good citizens once more,
and evangelize in that most secular of
marketplaces, politics.  Vote for good
candidates; do not sell your vote. We
do this every three years. But it is
difficult not to feel cynical, to feel that
change will ever happen, to believe
that the parched heat of summer will
end, and that after May 13, new life,
new hope, will come like manna from
heaven.

It is at times like this that I look
back at my history with the God who
met me through Magis Deo and
remind myself that God has not
abandoned us in the past and God
will not abandon us in the present or
in the future.  This is the time when I
return to the lyrics of one of the loveliest
hymns I first heard at our SDR, 20 (!!!)
years ago. The drama of the Israelites’
escape from Egypt, 40 years of
wandering in the desert and search
for the Promised Land still rings true
for me, and I would like to share it with
the community, elections or no
elections.

Be not afraid

Refrain:

Be not afraid.
I go before you always.
Come follow me, and
I will give you rest.

1.   You shall cross the barren desert,
      but you shall not die of thirst.

You shall wander far in safety though
you do not know the way.
You shall speak your words in
foreign lands and all will understand.
You shall see the face of God and
live.

2.   If you pass through raging
      waters in the sea,
      you shall not drown.

If you walk amid the burning flames,
you shall not be harmed.
If you stand before the pow’r of hell
and death is at your side, know that
I am with you through it all.

3.   Blessed are your poor,
      for the kingdom shall be theirs.

Blest are you that weep and mourn,
for one day you shall laugh.
And if wicked men insult and hate
you all because of me, blessed,

blessed are you!

The lyrics of the hymn never fail to
buoy me up, and then, like a message
from heaven, Jane enters with checks
for Tina Mossesgeld to sign. There is a
brief discussion of Youth Ministry
requesting for the release of funds for
the coming Summer Youth Camp.  Tina
turns her attention to the business at
hand, and I feel a stir in the air, and my
spirits being lifted. After Elections, there
will still be the Youth.

How then, can I not wait in hope,
walk in faith? God is with us and the
change we need will come.

Magnificat:

“All that I am sings of the God who
brings new life to birth in me.”

Joy S. Uy-Tioco
Sirach BCGG
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COUNCIL CORNER

Responsible voting
Cesar S. Pareja, Chaircouple / Agnus Dei BCGG

On May 13, we will again exercise our RIGHT to vote
and elect our national and local leaders who will
serve our people for the next three years.  This

RIGHT to vote comes with a big RESPONSIBILITY on our part
on whom are we going to elect.  In this day and age, if we are
going to rely solely on the campaign platforms of candidates
and follow the surveys, choosing would be a walk in the park.
However, if we want to make a difference, it takes a lot of maturity
for us, as responsible voters, to really discern and elect the
right candidates.

Lucky are the people who have first-hand information
(whether from personal or professional knowledge) about the
candidates but it is unfortunate many may just depend on name
recall because of all the TV ads and posters scattered all over
the country.

Last January, we were challenged by Fr. Ruben Tanseco to
be active in nation-building by participating in the Voters’
Education Training Program spearheaded by the Parish
Pastoral Council for Responsible Voting (PPCRV) and
Simbahang Lingkod ng Bayan (SLB).  We responded to the call
and more than twenty Magis Deo members attended the training
seminar last February.   As part of the training, some of the
attendees have initiated and facilitated the Voters’ Education
Seminar in their various communities and/or workplace. Sirach
BCGG gave the said seminar to the employees of Mighty
Corporation in Malolos, Bulacan.  Mustard Seed and Song of
Ruth BCGGs conducted the same in Olandes, Marikina City.

We know this is not enough and there are still so much we
can do but since this Voters’ Education Training Program is

likewise a preparation for the presidential and national elections
in 2016, we know that our community can do more in helping
build a better Philippines by choosing the right candidates who
can make a difference in the lives of the people.

For those who were not able to attend the seminar, we would
like to share the following from The Pinoy Big Voter Manual: The
10 Commandments for Responsible Voting.

1. Vote according to the dictates of your conscience.

2. Respect the decision of others in choosing their
candidates.

3. Seek to know the moral integrity, capabilities, and other
personal qualities of the candidates you will vote for.

4. Strive to understand the issues, platforms, and programs
of candidates and parties campaigning for your vote.

5. Do not sell your vote.

6. Do not vote for candidates using guns, goons, gold and
glitter.

7. Do not vote for candidates tainted with graft and corruption.

8. Do not vote for candidates simply because of “utang na
loob”, popularity, good looks, or pakikisama.

9. Do not vote for candidates living an immoral life.

10.Always put the welfare of the country as top priority in
choosing the candidate you will vote for.

Magis, on May 13, 2013, let us go out, VOTE and take the first
step to a better Philippines!

Trust... continued from page 1

♦ Sharing – the willingness to be
vulnerable by committing
thoughts, ideas and feelings
into words. To share invites trust
but also involves danger and
risk. It is a kind of leap in the
dark since we are never really
sure of how others react.

Fr. James pointed out that since Trust
is a kind of leap of faith, it is likewise fragile,
always in danger of being broken. That is
why we need to build it and take good care
of trust in the community. Each member
has the responsibility of protecting and
keeping the trust built by the community. It
takes years to build trust and only a few
seconds to destroy it.

Before ending his talk, Fr. James gave
this simple formula: What builds trust?
TRUST!

T—Truth
R—Respect & Reliability
U—Understanding
S— Simplicity
T—Thanksgiving

Even when trust is broken, TRUST
helps regain what is lost.

In closing, Fr. James gave the following
questions for the community members to
reflect on:

1. How would I evaluate the level of trust
in our community/BCGG?

2. What behaviors and attitudes have
either contributed to or detracted

from developing a more positive
climate of trust in our community/
BCGG?

3. In what ways do I personally
contribute or detract from the
development of trust? How do I need
to change and grow to facilitate this
growth?

4. Are there specific incidents in our
history as a community that
continue to interfere with our ability
to create a climate of trust? Are we
willing to deal with them? What
resources do we need to deal with
them honestly and directly?

Cesar Pareja, Agnus Dei BCGG

Leo Soliman, Corinthians BCGG
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As part of their spiritual enrichment
program, 53 shepherds, alternate
shepherds, ministry heads and council
members attended a seminar last May 1,
2013 at the Magis Deo office with Brother
Edwin Roberto “Wing” Aguila as guest
speaker. Bro. Wing is from Bukas Loob Sa
Diyos (BLD) Catholic Covenant
Community.He joined BLD in 1990 and is
currently the District Steward for Formation
of BLD Manila District. His wife, Babylynne,

was also present during sessions. The
Seminar was a joint initiative of Praxis
Ministry and Shepherds & Sharers
Formation Ministry.

Bro. Wing began his talk with the
message that shepherds and servant
leaders are God’s “UNDER” shepherds.
In John 10:14-15, Jesus tells his disciples,
“I am the Good Shepherd. I know my sheep
and my sheep know Me in the same way
that the Father knows Me and I know the
Father; for these sheep I will give my life.”
To understand the context of this verse from

Being God’s
Undershepherds

scriptures, Bro. Wing enumerated the
different characteristics of sheep. They are
timid. They constantly need water and fresh
pasture. They are stubborn, gullible and
want to be handled personally. They are
creatures of habit who have little or no
means of self-defense except to run from
their enemies. They do not like to be
sheared. They can be easily ‘cast,’ or
flipped over on their back and need the
shepherd to help them get back on their
feet. In short, sheep are helpless, totally
dependent on the shepherd for their every
need!

In like manner, sheep of the Good
Shepherd are also totally dependent on
Him. John the Baptist describes this
relationship well when he stated, “He must
increase, I must decrease.” (John 3:30).
Thus shepherds and servant leaders must
realize that the true shepherd is not them
but God. It is not their will but God’s will that

should prevail. They should learn to shed
their egos such that they decrease and they
simply follow what the Good Shepherd
asks of them. This requires the ability to
listen to God and to discern His message.
It requires a humble heart and a willingness
to follow in blind faith where they are being
led by the Good Shepherd.

Bro. Wing went on to define the main
tasks of under shepherds as curing the
sick, raising the dead, healing the leprous
and expelling demons, or in other words,
“The gift you have received, give as a gift”

(Matt 10:8). Just one has been cured; he is
called to heal others. Just as he has been
given a new life in Christ, he is called to
help bring back others to God. Just as one’s
values and relationships have been
restored, so too he is called to restore
values and relationships. And just as one

has been protected from evil, so too
should he protect and care for those who
easily falterand move farther from the Lord.

Under shepherds should constantly
be in contact with the Good Shepherd, thus
the under shepherd constantly undergoes
the process of conversion through his daily
examen. They need to be always connected
to the source of their strength and
motivation. When they begin to feel weary,
then the flow of love and blessings has

Bro. Wing and Babylynne Aguila

Ted & Susan Concepcion
SSFM, Archangel Gabriel BCGG

Continued on page 10
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Good morning everyone, most
especially to Mary Anne Alfonso
and her Family.

Mary Anne, I have a confession to
make. Two of the most absurd ideas I
have encountered in recent years were
traceable to Fil Alfonso and, to a certain
extent, to you as well. This was in 2009
when my wife told me that Fil convinced
her that we should join a Marriage
Encounter Retreat. My instant response
to my wife was: “Hello stranger… after
almost 40 years of marriage, a Marriage
Encounter Retreat?”

Then my wife followed up with an
even more bizarre suggestion. She said
that Fil also convinced her that we
should join a BCGG Community after the
Marriage Encounter. BCGG… Basic
Christian Growth Group. Basic Growth? I
am a certified senior citizen cardholder,
not a high school student! I just sighed,
shrugged my shoulders… and that was
that.

However, Divine Intervention
interfered, in the form of an accident
while we were in Canada that same year
in 2009. I had a serious foot injury and
returned to Manila on a wheelchair.
While I was in that very vulnerable state,
my wife reiterated Fil’s two absurd
ideas. She was definitely joining a
Marriage Encounter Retreat and a BCGG
Community soon thereafter. And I had no
choice. I was to accompany her because
I had nowhere to go. So, I tagged along,
limping with a heavily bandaged foot.

In other words, Marriage Encounter
and John BCGG were not my choice, but
by accident of Divine Intervention.

As it turned out, Divine Intervention
was providential, a turning point in my
life, thanks to Fil and Mary Anne Alfonso.
I joined Marriage Encounter not with
enthusiasm but with an open mind. The
husband and wife sharing sessions
brought us closer and made me value
my wife much more than I deserve.
Eventually, we joined John BCGG, again
thanks to Fil and Mary Anne. Regular
Monday evening sessions with John
BCGG and occasional weekend Magis
Deo activities inspired a spiritual
transformation beyond blind faith, laying
to rest many unresolved religious

contradictions. To a large extent, this was
due to Fil and Mary Anne as good
Christian role models and their non-
intrusive spirituality.

I don’t have to enumerate examples
of how Fil personifies the 4 S’s of
Ignatian Spirituality. All of us are aware of
how Fil has lived an exemplary life of
Stewardship, Simplicity, Sharing and
Service. If I may add a 5th S, it will be
Sincerity with a Capital S. Fil and Mary
Anne, as well as the entire John BCGG
Community, are among the most sincere
persons my wife and I have been
blessed to count as lifetime friends.

I have known Fil for 44 years, starting
in 1969 when I was one of the pioneering
students of the Asian Institute of
Management with Fil as one of our
outstanding professors. After graduation,
our paths crossed professionally many
times. For almost 40 years as a
professional acquaintance, to me Fil was
a discovery, always brimming with energy
and enthusiasm. But just in the past 4
years, Fil has become much more than a
discovery. He was a revelation. Through
many life-changing experiences in
Marriage Encounter, John BCGG and
Magis Deo, Fil helped my wife and me
become better persons and better
human beings.

Fil’s erudition does not astound. His
presence does not overwhelm. That is
simply not in his nature. Like all men of
substance, his self-assurance is
steadfast and infectious. Any
conversation with him is an invitation to
intelligent discussion and reflective
discourse. Not a hint of coercive
conversion to his religious beliefs. No
pious pontification. No active
proselytization. He simply demonstrated
good Christian role modeling premised
on actionable advocacies. Fil just grows
on you, laying the groundwork for
affirmation and deeply rooted convictions.
He has influenced our lives in many
endearing and enduring ways.

Indeed, Fil Alfonso’s pervasive
influence is larger than life.

Fil Alfonso is now in a better place.
Let our fondest thoughts of our beloved
Fil soar heavenwards on wings of
gratitude and affection.

Thank you and good day to everyone.

A Tribute to
Felipe B. Alfonso

Santuario de San Antonio

08 April 2013

Rafael V. de Guzman

John BCGG
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Congratulations to the Magis Youth Graduates
Academic Year 2012 - 2013

Erika Cruz

BSE Mathematics

 De La Salle University

Magna Cum Laude

Miggy Naldo

BS Entrepreneurship

Silliman University

Miggy Santos

BS Biology

Ateneo de Manila University

Eulah Araullo

St. Paul Pasig

High School

Milo Parada

Philippine Science High School

With Honors

High School

Gian Reyes

Siena College Taytay

High School
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Bryan Vistan

NCBA Fairview

High School

Brix Sangalang

Don Bosco

High School

Kayle Tabuzo

La Consolacion College Pasig

Grade School

Piolo Tumaneng

De La Salle Zobel

Grade School

Daniel Puthenpurekal

La Salle Greenhills

Grade School

Luis Lim

La Salle Greenhills

Grade School

Jillian Marcelo

The Masters Academy

Grade School

Franco Angelo Cruz

Notre Dame of Greater Manila

Grade School

Angeline Bumanglag

Holy Family Parochial School

Grade School
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F
ather we pray for Your loving care

     In our moments of weakness.

When we are changing work,

And are unsure of our livelihood,

We pray for Your infinite providence.

When we are retiring from active employment,

And are anxious of the future,

We pray for Your bottomless patience.

When our bodies are wearing out,

And are troubled with our health,

We pray for Your divine strength.

When conditions conspire and force us to change,

And we are perturbed and hurt,

We pray for Your loving peace.

In times of great changes in our lives,

And we are insecure of what is before us,

We pray for the grace to discern Your will,

To see opportunities to serve You more,

To give praise and glory to Your name, and

To know the comfort of Your loving embrace.

been interrupted and they need to mend the connections to be
able to function effectively. In addition, they need to remember that
their commitment to serve is to God and not to any one individual,
group or organization.

The second topic discussed was “KNOWING GOD’S WILL.”
Brother Wing explained that there are 7 ways in which God
communicates, as published by Catholic Digital Resources: http:/
/catholicdr.com/ebooks/GodsWill.htm. These are:

1. Audible Voice of God– Some people have heard God
speaking to them audibly. However, this form of
communication is rare and should never be expected,
waited for, or trusted by itself.

2. Direct Voice of the Holy Spirit – For most of us, the
direct voice of God sounds like our own thoughts. It’s
possible to carry on real conversations with God using
our imaginations, but it’s difficult to know when it’s only
our imaginations and when it is God. Thus, we must
always ask the Holy Spirit to bless and purify our
imaginations.

3. Inner Peace – Whether we’re struggling to discern correct
decisions or making them instantaneously, we should
always remember to pause and ask the Holy Spirit:
“What’s going on?” “Who or what is pushing me into this?”
The driving force may seem logical, the people
recommending it may sound rational, but if there is no
inner peace, don’t trust it.

4. Right Priorities – Feeling peace is not the same as feeling
good. It’s natural to feel good about a wrong decision
when human desires are saying, “I want to do this!” A
‘good’ idea is not always God’s idea. Which choice best
serves the Kingdom of God? Which one strengthens our
relationship with God? Which one at the same time
respectfully cares about the needs of others?

5. Scripture –Everything we hear from the Lord will be
completely in agreement with the Bible. We can purify
our discernment and our interpretation of inner voices by
studying scriptures, but if we take verses out of context,
we’ll use them to prove anything. It’s important to learn
the Bible and its message as a whole.

6. Circumstances – When patterns occur or “coincidences”
keep happening, we need to stop and ask, “Lord, what
are you trying to tell me?” God prepares the way for us to
do what He asks of us, and everything generally falls into
place. When we keep hitting walls (i.e., circumstances
that feel like closed doors) as long as we’re not the ones
putting up the obstacles, God is probably telling us to
move in a different direction.

Prayer During Transitions
Chacho Angeles

Thessalonians BCGG

Being God’s Undershepherds
Continued from page 6

7. Signs – Scripture says that if we are living according to
the will of God, signs and wonders will follow. Take note:
they follow. We are not wonder-seekers, we are God-
seekers. The devil can put up misleading signs to send
us off in wrong directions. True signs are the good fruits
that are produced by following the leadings of Jesus.

The other topics discussed included roles, responsibilities
and traits of shepherds; obstacles to being an effective shepherd
and healing of bitter roots. The session ended on a high note as
the participants underwent a healing session where they learned
how to heal and minister to each other.
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here are hundreds of names and
titles given to Jesus Christ. He
is the Light, Savior, Emmanuel,
Bread of Life, Paraclete, Alpha

and Omega, Eternal Life, God, etc., etc.,
etc. Many call Him Son of God. God the
Father calls Him “My Son.” In the New
Testament, it is only Stephen before his
stoning (Acts 7:56) and in the Book of
Revelation (Rev 1:13; 14:14) that Jesus is
referred to as Son of Man. In the four
gospels, no one else calls Jesus Son of
Man, except Jesus Himself. (Prove me
wrong. Please!!! Maybe John 12:34?) For
me, it is significant to note that ONLY Jesus
made FREQUENT reference to Himself as
Son of Man. (Martin Hengel writes that
Jesus called Himself Son of Man 81 times
in the four gospels: in Mark, 14 times; Luke
25 times; Matthew 30 times; John 12
times.) Jesus emphasizes, INSISTS, that
He is one of us! In doing so, He is saying:
“What I can do, you can too!” That is why
He keeps on urging me to “come and follow
Me.”

As human, Jesus is no different from
me. Jesus has a biological mother, Mary.
So have I, Mama Busing. Similar to Jesus,
many live with their biological mothers and
stepfathers. Jesus was born in a manger
in swaddling clothes. We have many of
those today, babies born in inhospitable
places. Some are left in garbage bins.
Jesus was pasaway to Joseph and Mary
as shown when He was “lost in the temple”

Jesus Christ –
Son of Man

Eli Prieto, Jr.
Genesis of David BCGG

at the age of 12. I, too, was pasaway. In
high school, there were countless times
that my parents would remain awake
waiting for me to come home at 4 AM. Jesus
was a teacher to the people, so was my
mother – a public school teacher. Jesus
cured the sick, so do doctors and even
albolaryos. Jesus was a revolutionary, so
were Jose Rizal and Andres Bonifacio.
Jesus performed miracles, so did His
apostles and followers. All modern day
saints performed miracles. (Two verifiable
post mortem miracles are required for
canonization for sainthood; one for
beatification for blessedness. For martyrs,
only one is required for sainthood and none
for blessedness.) Jesus suffered horrible
pains, so did many other people. Stephen
was stoned to death. Crucifixion was a
COMMON, ORDINARY, WIDELY-USED
form of punishment forced on anybody
during the time of Jesus. Simon Peter was
crucified upside down. Jesus died. So will
I. The only difference between Jesus and
me is in sin. He was born without sin. I
was. He lived a life without committing a
single act of sinfulness. I live my life a
sinner. (Even saints were sinners!)

In the Old Testament God’s words
seem abstract and elusive. In the
incarnation of Jesus, The Word becomes
concrete and real. As human, Jesus shows
me HOW to live my life. Jesus is my LIVING
example! He is the human idol I should
aspire for and imitate. In one of our prayer
meetings, I remember Benz Dimanalata
mention that when at a crossroad, he would
ask himself: “If Jesus Christ were in my
place, what would He do?”

Can I imitate the human ways of
Jesus? YES!!! But, do I? In one bible study
session, Anchit Chua Chiaco asked me:
“Do you follow the ways of Jesus Christ?” I
replied, “Mahirap!” Mahirap mahalin ang
nakakasakit sa iyo. Forgive my enemy?
Mahirap. Sana magawa ko. However, this
does not prevent me from trying again and
again. To restore myself to become an
image of God, to make myself the temple
of God, to give myself a CHANCE to have a
life of bliss with God, I must keep on trying.
In constantly trying, Jesus revealed His

T

Continued on page 13



May 2013
12 Magis

 MUSICAL NOTES

Magis Choir summer outing
Malou Apo, Exodus BCGG

After our various service activities, recollections and outreaches,
we had our annual summer outing last April 9, 2013 at Anvaya Cove, an
exclusive beach resort in Morong, Bataan. It was a nice place with
swimming pools and jacuzzis for our bodies to relax. Ang ganda ng
beach – white sand, at malinis at malinaw ang tubig. In addition to
swimming the resort offered many other activities for guests: a zip line,
a fitness trail, a discovery nature trail with various plant species and
different kinds of birds, and a magma field adventure.

Some of us – yung malalakas ang loob and not afraid of heights –
tried the zip line. The fitness trail had 12 stations and an outdoor gym.
We did not try it as di na naming kaya. However, most of us tried the
discovery trail, with hanging bridges na tatawirin, and mga batis na
matatawid sa malalaking bato. It was a 30-minute walk in the forest, at
maririnig mo ang huni ng mga ibon. Sayang we did not bring binoculars
kaya di namin sila nakita. We were tired but these were bonding
moments; we enjoyed kahit mainit ang panahon kasi summer na
talaga.

We did not try the magma field ala Indiana Jones, kasi tatawid ka
sa mga kable, mga bridges, at di dapat sumayad ang paa mo sa lupa.
The activity is for a younger generation not for us, some of whom are
already senior citizens!

As to our food, we enjoyed the buffet lunch and meriendang
bibingka at puto bungbong. Some tried the halo-halo and mais con
yelo, and they were also delicious. It was a day full of laughter and fun,
may kulitan, may alaskahan, and the men enjoyed watching
sunbathers and frolickers in the beach.

Thank you, Dr. Manny and Dr. Leslie, for being our hosts.

Thank you, Lord, for my precious wife

Your priceless gift to me in this life.

In this new day that we face,

Let her abound in peace, joy and grace.

Help me be a husband always faithful and true,

Increase my love for her daily, make it fresh and new.

By your spirit, keep our oneness divine,  bless our marriage,

Turn our water into wine.

Amen.

A prayer for my wife
Levy Domingo

Song of Ruth BCGG
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secret of success: He was eternally,
completely dependent on God! He was
constantly praying!

Is it hard to be eternally and completely
dependent on God? No. It is easy. Although
we strive to be independent, dependence
is our nature. In birth we need others to
deliver us. In death we need others to bury
us. In living, we live a life of dependence.
Many of us are, in fact, dependently
parasites. We need help in practically
everything we do. Nowadays, many are
desperately and pathetically dependent on
their cell phones, laptops, notebooks and
iPads/tablets.

Is it hard to constantly pray? No. It is
easy. I can pray anywhere and everywhere.
I can pray anytime. I can pray sitting down,

standing up or lying down. I can pray while
jogging or doing my swimming laps. I can
pray wearing a coat and tie or just my
shorts. There seems to be the notion that
praying requires sacrifice. But we do more
sacrifice in reporting to work daily at 8 AM,
especially with the horrible traffic. We do
more sacrifice in studying for any exam.
We do more sacrifice in balancing our time
between work and family. We exert more
sacrifice in regularly attending our monthly
community celebration. Praying is even
easier than attending our weekly BCGG
meetings, especially when you are the food
host for the gathering. Maybe I just prefer
things to be much more complicated.
Mahirap gawin ang simple. Mahirap sundin
ang madali. Perhaps, I just take for granted
the easy ways of Jesus. Hence, I don’t

Jasus Christ... continued from page 11

follow His simple habits – complete
dependence on God and constant prayer.

I believe that nothing has changed in
the revelation of God from the time of Adam
and Eve, to Noah, Moses, Abraham, to
Jesus Christ, up to my present life. I also
believe that this revelation will remain the
same forever. Adam and Eve were created
in the image of God. They lived in the
Garden of Eden. This is my destiny – the
original life God gave Adam and Eve, a life
of eternal bliss with God. In resurrection
Jesus is proven divine. I am given THAT
HOPE that I, too, will rise from the dead so
that my being created in God’s image
becomes complete. This is my HOPE. This
is what drives me to keep on trying to
imitate Jesus Christ – through His
teachings and His HUMAN ways.

The Magis Youth at the April community
celebration plan the Summer Youth Camp.
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Rey Mella, Ephesians BCGG
SPIRITUAL TIDBITS AND HUMOR

On being
a disciple

Discipline is something we work very
hard at in our factory. It is a critical
ingredient to compliance with procedures
that help guarantee the quality and yield of
our products. Without discipline, we can
all kiss goodbye our aspirations to be a
world leader in the solar photovoltaic
industry. Discipline must be instilled in and
internalized and practiced by people in
order for a manufacturing operation like
ours to achieve operational excellence.

Without discipline, it is extremely
difficult to have “followers” who
consistently implement and execute our
procedures.

In the same token, without discipline,
I don’t see one becoming a disciple of
someone or to something, much less
becoming Christ’s disciple.

____________

“No man has the mind of Christ,
except him who makes it his business to
obey him.”

– George MacDonald

____________

The pastor was working in his office
when the church secretary came scurrying
through the door, out of breath.

“Pastor, Pastor, I have news!” she said,
trying to regain her composure.

“Well, what’s the news?” asked the
perplexed pastor.

“Jesus is coming. He’s back, and he’s
coming here right now. What should we
do?”

The pastor smiled, turned back to his
computer and answered, “Look busy.”

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org

____________

Our company recently launched
Project Swagger, a marketing strategy
anchored on our high confidence in the
excellence of our product. It is backed up
by third party proof of the high reliability of
our solar cells and panels. Why swagger?
Because we want every single employee
of the company to have the same high level
of confidence in our products that our sales
people have.

Having that knowledge provides
confidence and “swagger” that turn people

into disciples of our company and of what
we do and produce.

I reflect on this and ask myself, “Based
on my knowledge of and intimacy with my
God, do I have confidence and swagger to
make me a true disciple of Christ?”

____________

I know the power obedience has of
making things easy which seem
impossible.

– Teresa of Avila

____________

A very gracious lady was mailing an
old family Bible to her brother in another
part of the country.

“Is there anything breakable in here?”
asked the postal clerk.

“Only the Ten Commandments,” she
answered.

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org

____________

Over 15 years ago, I bumped a
motorcycle in our village. Around midnight,

Continued on page 15
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12 Atoy & Malou Apo Exodus
Rico & Terry Lim Easter

15 Gary & Marivic Canoso Magnificat
16 Levy & Roxanne Espiritu Transfiguration
17 Mon & Loung Cuartero ME Class 111

Regie & Ces Regis ME Class 106
18 Mon & Alice Go Beatitudes

Dennis & Peaches Plaza Easter
20 Manny & Nancy Martin Tala

Jonnie & Arlyn Tabilog ME Class 106
21 Eric & Joanna Balinghasay ME Class 104
22 Ben & TinTin Regulacion ME Class 100
24 Celso & Siony Martinez Magnificat

Benny & Genie Toledo ME Class 110
26 Caloy+ & Hilda del Rosario Beatitudes
28 Chris & Gie Galang Archangel Gabriel

Birthdays - First 10 days of  June

01 Jo Folloso ME Class 102
Dels Sangalang Psalm 46-Samaritans

02 Marlyn Angeles Thessalonians
Nessa Santos ME Class 102

03 Chito Babaran Magnificat
Cora Buenaventura Sirach

04 Cora De Guzman Beatitudes
Manolet Rodriguez Sing to the Lord
Joanne Toledo ME Class 110

05 Ai Tabios ME Class 112
06 Carmen Ancheta ME Class 108

Jhun Coronel Magnificat
Roger Relucio ME Class 107

07 Lee Bueno ME Class 106
Cheng Castañeda ME Class 99
Yvonne Dajac ME Class 104
Robert Santiago ME Class 108

08 Vivian Martin Easter
09 Ciso Cayabyab Jeremiah-Philippians
10 Chito Bayron ME Class 106

Wilson Chua Transfiguration
Bunching Llana ME Class 102

Anniversaries - First 10 days of June

01 Domeng & Zarah Gagatiga Mt. Olivet
Randall & Aiza Tabayoyong ME Class 112
Dorge & Maricar Tariman ME Class 109

04 Bobbit & Precy Cruz Thessalonians
06 Jay & Yolly Dikit ME Class 101
07 Paolo & Kookhie Mascardo ME Class 103

Ali & Wheng Reyes Good Shepherd
Robert & Tes Santiago ME Class 108

10 Atoy & Joyce Dy-Po ME Class 99
Pat & Gina Laguio ME Class 107

Birthdays & anniversaries... continued from page 16
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my wife and I were coming home from a prayer meeting and a
motorcycle cut me off and scared me. In my anger I chased the
motorcycle and tried to cut it off as well to scare the driver. Before
I could do that, the driver seemed to lose control and bumped the
right side of my car and he tumbled over. I went past him, and as
I looked at my rear view my mirror – and as my wife yelled at me to
tell me that I hit him – I hesitated to turn back to check on the guy
and on the accident that just happened.

Quickly, I turned back, talked to the young driver as I helped
him up and his motorcycle. After leaving his bike where we worked,
we took him to a nearby hospital for treatment. After the several x-
rays and treatment, and after me promising to take care of things
including his lost pay the following day and giving him some
cash, we separated at around 2 AM.

Looking back on the accident and especially on my hesitation
to turn back and attend to the driver, I didn’t behave like a disciple
of Christ. And, to think that I just came from a prayer meeting!

____________

Only a disciple can make a disciple.

– A.W. Tozer
____________

A priest and a bus driver died and went to heaven. The bus
driver receives a gold harp, a shining halo and a pair of broad,
feathery wings. The priest receives a plastic harp, a wooden halo
and a pair of tiny, coarse wings. The priest, obviously upset over
this, goes to St. Peter and complains.

“St. Peter,” the priest says, “I demand an explanation.”

“For what, my son?” St. Peter replies.

“How is it that a bus driver receives the best that heaven has
to offer and I get everything second-rate?” the priest fumes.

“Ah, that’s simple,” St. Peter says with a smile. “When you
conducted mass, people slept. When he drove his bus, people
prayed.”

http://www.fresh-hope.com

____________

Let this be thy whole endeavor, this thy prayer, this thy desire;
that thou mayest be stripped of all selfishness, and with entire
simplicity follow Jesus only.

– Thomas à Kempis

A journalist asked Blessed Teresa of Calcutta:

What has to change in our Church?

Her answer: “You and I.”

On being... continued from page 14
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Calendar of Activities:  May - July 2013

May Venue Contacts / Sponsors

01 Shepherds Enrichment Seminar/Workshop Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
04 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center South Sector, Youth Ministry,

Guadalupe, Makati City Magis Youth, Song of Ruth
16 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191

Food Host: Ng Sy
18 Sat Marriage Enrichment Expo – T.A.G. Team Irwin Lee Theater, Ateneo Grade School, Magis Deo 426-7191

1:30 pm - 5:30 pm Quezon City
18-19 Team Training, Batch 2 (Weekend 1) CeFam MEFP 426-4206
25 Family Encounter and Institute of Social Order (ISO) MEFP 426-4206

Mission Team Training ADMU, Q.C.

June

01 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center North Sector, Outreach Ministry,
Guadalupe, Makati City Magnificat, Sirach, Good Shepherd

01-02 Team Training, Batch 2 (Weekend 2) CeFam MEFP 426-4206
08-09 Prayer Deepening Workshop TBA Magis Deo 426-7191

By: Ms. Eva Galvey Ted & Susan Concepcion 09175206382
14-16 Marriage Encounter Weekend BLD Covenant House Ike & Josie Llamas 821-0639

(ME Class 113) – P3,400/couple Dasmariñas, Cavite
20 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191

Food Host: Pareja

July

06 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Central Sector, SSFM,
Guadalupe, Makati City Mustard Seed, Thessalonians & John

18 Council & Ministry Heads Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
Food Host: MDC

20 Sat Mid-year Planning (9 am – 3 pm) Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191

Danny Dimayuga Sirach
Glo Umali Magnificat

21 Jacqui Buenaflor Genesis of David
Terry Lim Easter
Lilian Manila ME Class 98
Evelyn San Pedro Cana

25 Uriel Castillo Archangel Gabriel
Bambi Yaneza Thessalonians

27 Anchit Chua Chiaco John
Benz Dimanalata Good Shepherd
Tippi Reyes ME Class 111
Claro Santos Agnus Dei

28 Cernan Caputero ME Class 109
Mac de Guzman ME Class 112
Gladys de Veyra ME Class 98
Boboy Serrano Genesis of David

29 Leo Moselina Mustard Seed
30 Bebot Hurna Mustard Seed
31 Rey Mella Ephesians

Etoy Pili Emmanuel
Mimi Santos Psalm 46-Samaritans

May Wedding Anniversaries

01 Gene & Eve Bañez Agnus Dei
Rollie & Fe Garcia Sing to the Lord
Bong+ & Emma Punzalan Sirach

02 Leo & Marilyn Soliman Corinthians
Robert & Julie Torres Jeremiah-Philippians

03 Arnel & Bernie Isip Corinthians
05 Chito & Evie Bayron ME Class 106

Boy & Merl Cruz ME Class 106
JR & Julie Mendoza ME Class 109
Franco & Tippi Reyes ME Class 111

07 Lito & Anne Naldo Psalm 46-Samaritans
10 Corics & Lorns Merioles ME Class 108
11 Fil+ & Anne Alfonso John
12 Chris & Yang Albuna ME Class 104

Continued on page 15

May Birthday Celebrants

01 Mon Go Beatitudes
Len Guanio ME Class 01
Mia Parada Psalm 46-Samaritans

02 Helen Nabong ME Class 107
Fely Redual Jeremiah-Philippians

03 Vic Hurna Mustard Seed
Steph Martinez Song of Ruth

04 Maricel Suarez Cana
05 Edwin Biola ME Class 106

Lito Naldo Psalm 46-Samaritans
06 Pachot Abapo Jeremiah-Philippians
07 Cora Ona Archangel Gabriel

Bianca Rufino ME Class 111
08 Vina Dimanalata Good Shepherd

Harvs Gatbonton ME Class 112
Pat Laguio ME Class 107

09 Jonnie Tabilog ME Class 106
10 Ronnie Ambe Kapatiran kay Kristo

Jon Cobico Thessalonians
Ricky Sun Archangel Gabriel
Derbs Tobias ME Class 109

11 Art Santos Thessalonians
13 Nette Puthenpurekal Easter
14 Jane Aldeguer Mustard Seed

Gene Escosia Emmanuel
Meg Fajardo ME Class 106
Becky Ledesma ME Class 102

17 Berlin Juanzon Good Shepherd
Raul Martinez Good Shepherd
Irma Puno ME Class 108
Ranfu Rufino ME Class 111
Rjay Santos Ephesians

19 Caloy Ang Tala
Val Bisquera Beatitudes
Gracie Claro ME Class 111

20 May Colcol ME Class 108
Precy Cruz Thessalonians


