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To lead the community in a prayerful 
reflection before choosing our next set of 
Pastoral Council Members, Fr. Gascon 
talked about servant-leadership. He began 
by comparing the election of political leaders 
vis-à-vis how we designate or commission 
leaders in our Christian Communities.

He stated that in the Philippines, the 
process of selecting a political leader is a 
popularity contest, while in the United States, 
the selection is made by electoral votes. 
These are both democratic processes. 
When it comes to an office in the Catholic 
Church, the selection of a spiritual leader is 
Hierarchical; the servant-leader is appointed 
by a higher authority, usually upon the 
recommendation of the community.

Thus, once elected, the political leader 
takes an oath to exercise his political power 
judiciously; the political power is exercised 
by the person. Our spiritual leaders, upon 
designation, are commissioned to serve 
and lead the community in a consultative, 
discerning, empowering and prayerful 
process wherein the power is exercised by 
the community and the servant-leader.

Fr. James presents the qualities of a servant-
leader prior to elections.

Fr. James emphasized that church 
leaders are not elected out of popularity 
because to be a leader in Christ’s Church, 
one is called by the Lord to serve. In Luke 
6:12-18, it was Jesus Himself who called 
His disciples. In Mark 9:33-37, Jesus 
admonished the apostles that “whoever 
wants to be first shall be last and should be 
servant of all.” In Luke 22:7-27, Jesus led by 
example in serving the apostles: “But I am 
among you as one who serves.”

As members of a Christian community, 
we are likewise called to a process of 
discernment to determine who among 
us are rightfully being called to serve. Fr. 
James likened the process of discernment 
to that of one assessing the value of a 
gem; we are evaluating the capacity of a 
person to handle a position. We must look 
for servant-leaders: those who would lead 
and serve our community.
Qualities of a Servant-Leader

To aid the members in discernment, 
Father James presented the Ten Qualities 
of a Servant-Leader which we should keep 
in mind in making our selection. He however 
emphasized that not all these qualities can 
be present in one candidate.

A Servant-Leader is one who knows 
how to LISTEN.

It is easy to hear, but quite challenging 
to listen. When we listen, we do not only 
use our ears to hear a noise; we use our 
hearts to hear the person. Listening is the 
most important skill of a leader, because 
listening helps him/her to clarify, identify and 
be receptive to what is said and unsaid. We 
must all remember that “God is a listening 
God.”

Magis Deo Pastoral Council elections. The out-
going council members serve as the COMELEC.
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05 October 2013 Community Celebration

Topmost: ME 114 meets the community.
Top: ME 112 and shepherds, the sponsors and auxiliaries for the 

upcoming November ME Weekend.
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Endless 
gratitude

Sunday Homily
13 October 2013

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

n today’s Gospel reading (Lk. 
17:11-19), Jesus was passing 
through a village when ten suf-
fering isolated lepers begged for 
his mercy to cure them. Filled 

with compassion, Jesus instructed them 
to go to the priests, and on their way, all 
of them were miraculously cured. But out 
of the ten, only one, the lone Samaritan at 
that, came back and expressed his heart-
felt gratitude and praise to Jesus. “Ten were 
cleansed, were they not? Where are the oth-
er nine? Has none but this foreigner returned 
to give thanks to God?” (vv. 17-18).

Gratitude is a way of returning love 
for love. Each one of us is created out 
of God’s infinite love, through health and 

sickness, light and darkness, joy and sor-
row, success and failure, until death. God 
the Holy Spirit is our constant companion 
through it all.

Still in the context of leprosy, allow 
me to share an experience that happened 
years ago. We conducted a live-out Mar-
riage Encounter Weekend for cured, nega-
tive lepers in Tala, outside the leprosarium 
proper. Among the participants was this 
young, educated couple. The husband 
had been a student at the University of the 
Philippines and an activist during the First 
Quarter Storm when he contracted leprosy. 
He got so angry at God because in spite of 
what he was doing for his country, this was 
what he was given in return! He stopped 
praying and going to Mass. He was ini-
tially confined at Tala Leprosarium for his 
recovery. Since the sickness was arrested 
at its early stage, there was no trace of dis-
figurement on his face and hands. In the 
leprosarium he met a young teacher (not 

a leper) from a school in San Juan who 
would go there with some students to give 
food and gifts to the patients. To make the 
long story short, the two fell in love. Against 
the advice of her family and friends, the 
teacher and the healed leper decided to 
marry each other. At the time they took 
the Marriage Encounter Weekend, they al-
ready had two children and were living with 
the negative lepers’ community outside the 
leprosarium, and he was gainly employed. 
What struck me in his sharing during the 
final Mass was a revelation that came from 
his heart: “Had I not contracted leprosy, I 
would not have met my beautiful and lov-
ing wife. Lord, thank you from the bottom 
of my heart.”

It is this profound sentiment of grati-
tude that fills my heart, not only for the 
past years, but especially at this point in 
my life, in my early eighties, no less. I am 
still able to teach, do pastoral counsel-
ing, give talks and seminars, and minister 
the Sacraments. Lord, please accept my 
never-ending gratitude for calling me to the 
priesthood!

This was not my plan after finishing my 
college degree, until I accidentally read an 
article about the Jesuits written by the late 
Fr. James Reuter, SJ. After almost a year of 
spiritual direction and guided discernment, 
I came to the decision to formally apply to 
the Society of Jesus. My parents were vis-
ibly shocked when I shared this with them. 
My mother started to shed tears. But after 
a while, my father spoke with words that I 
will never forget: “Hijo, kung iyan ang ika-
liligaya mo, hindi kami hahadlang sa iyo.” 
They then gave me their blessing, a hu-
man manifestation of God’s love beyond 
personal preferences and desires. Soon 
after my entrance to the novitiate, my par-
ents could not stop sharing with relatives 
and friends how blessed they were to have 
a son who would be a priest someday. And 
after my ordination, throughout the years 
that followed, I was able to minister to them 
in so many ways as their priest-son, all the 
way to Last Sacraments at their respective 
deathbeds. Thank you, Lord. Thank you, 
thank you!

Moving now from the personal to the 
national level, I invite our readers not to fail 
in expressing through word and action our 
continuing gratitude to the Lord in caring 
for us and our country, in His own way and 
time. Let us go back to the year 1986. The 
power of active non-violence succeeded 

in ending that unjust, inhuman martial law 
regime. We could not have done such an 
incredible miracle without God’s presence 
and support. The passive endurance under 
those twenty years of dictatorship turned 
into active endurance in guarding the bal-
lot boxes after the February 7 elections and 
at the human barricades during the revolu-
tion at EDSA. The rest of the world looked 
up to us with great admiration. Thank you, 
Jesus, thank you!

But human as we are, after more than 
a decade later, a corruption-ridden ad-
ministration took advantage of our people 
again. God’s loving mercy, however, made 
pakialam once again, and with profound 
gratitude, we moved on with trust and con-
fidence. That was in 2001.

It is now 2013, and the power of mam-
mon over certain persons who are spiritu-
ally weak is just incredible. As Christ Him-
self said: “No one can serve two masters. 
He will either hate one and love the other, 
or be devoted to one and despise the oth-
er. You cannot serve God and mammon” 
(Mt. 6: 24). Today, this is at the very core 
of the multi-billion pork barrel scam and re-
lated corruption issues. Mammon.

So let us continue our active efforts in 
being faithful to God. Let us be courageous 
and fearless in word and action, like our 
whistle-blowers who did what they did at 
the risk of their own lives. Out of profound 
gratitude for all that God has done, is do-
ing, and will be doing for us, His beloved 
sons and daughters, let us be constantly 
and absolutely sure that we are serving 
Him and not mammon.

Salamat, Panginoon, Salamat!
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Editorial

Panalangin

Joy S. Uy-Tioco
Sirach BCGG

“Ano ang tao kung walang kaluluwa?
Bangkay.

Ano ang tao kung walang katawan?
Multo!”

Halakhakan kami ni Tita Cathy at 
Marilyn Gonzales nang ito’y binigyang 
diin ng “community organizer” sa 
meeting ng Magis Deo outreach Sa 
Ilalim ng Tulay (SAINTS) noong 1995. 
Ngayon, magkasama na sila nang iba 
pang taga-Magis sa kabilang buhay, 
nguni’t atin paring isinang ala-ala 
ang kanilang serbisyong binigay. 
Binahagi nila ng kanilang buong buhay, 
hindi lang ang pisikal kundi pati ang 
espirituwal. Ang pisikal at esprituwal 
na paghihilom ay hindi maaring 
maipaghiwalay sa pagkakawang-
gawa kung ang hinahangad natin ay 
ganap na pamumuhay. Tulad nila, ating 
ipanalangin ito:

Diyos Ama sa Langit, ako ay dumudulog sa Iyo
Ngayon sa isang panahong kailangan Kita.

Sa pamamagitan ng Inyong kapangyarihan,
Nilikha mo ako.
Sa bawat paghinga ko tuwing umagang ako’y nagigising
at sa bawa’t sandali at oras ng aking buhay,
ako ay nasa ilalim ng inyong kapangyarihan.

Sa pamamagitan ng kapangyarihang ding ito, Ama,
Hinihiling ko na hipuin Mo ako
Ngayon
sapagka’t kung ako ay Iyong nilikha mula sa kawalan,
Nakatitiyak ako na lilikhain Mo akong muli.

Punuin Mo ako ng Inyong Banal na Espiritu
Upang sa pamamagitan Niya ako ay gumaling.
Tanggalin Mo ang lahat ng bagay na hindi nararapat mapasaakin.
Hilumin Mo ang aking pagiging sugatan.
Hugutin Mo at tanggalin ang anumang bagay na walang pakina-
bang sa aking katawan.
Buksan Mo ang aking mga baradong ugat,
at muli Mong ayusin ang mga nasirang
bahagi nito na nakapaghihinto 
ng malayang
pagdaloy
ng
aking
dugo.

Hayaan Mong dumaloy sa aking buong katawan
ang init ng Iyong mapagpagaling na pagmamahal.
Palusugin Mo ang lahat ng bahagi ng aking katawan
upang magamit ko ang mga ito nang naaayon sa iyong pagka-
likha.

At sa lahat ng mga ito, Ama, ibalik Mo
ang kalusugan ng aking puso at isipan
nang sa gayon ay mapagkalingkuran Kita
sa nalalabing panahon pa ng aking buhay.

Kasama ng mga panalangin ni Maria, tagapamamagitan ng lahat 
ng biyaya, itinataas ko ang mga kahilingang ito, sa pamamagitan 
ni Hesus, ang kanyang Anak at aming Panginoon, pagpasawalang 
hanggan. Amen.

Likha ng di-kilalang makata, ala-ala kay Joey, George, Marilyn, Bobby, 
Bayani,Tony, Egay, Lyn, Cathy, atbp.
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CounCil CornEr

Intimacy

Ricky & Trixie Sun
Council / Archangel Gabriel BCGG

Last October 5, after celebrating mass, we 
elected new members for the Pastoral 
Council of Magis Deo. The election was 
overseen by our outgoing council members  

– Cesar & Marivic Pareja, Lito Gonzales, Jojo & Jane 
Aldeguer and Miles & Evelyn San Pedro – to whom we 
will always be grateful for their dedication and selfless 
service to the community. Elected to the pastoral council 
were Benz & Vina Dimanalata, Butch & Joey Vargas, Nilo 
& Lou Sta. Maria and Regie & Daisy de Guzman. Let us, 
as one community, welcome them as our new servant 
leaders and pray that our Lord guide them as they lead 
us in this coming year.

This month will definitely be memorable as we 
come together for Magis Deo’s 25th year anniversary’s 
culminating activity in a celebration that has been aptly 
dubbed IGNight. This much anticipated event will be 
held at Decagon, Silver City in Pasig on the 23rd of 
November. We encourage all members to participate in 
this event as it will be a good opportunity for each of us 
to get a better grasp of what Magis Deo is all about as 
well as get acquainted with the people who have exhibited 
commendable service. Let us get to know the people 
who are searching for the same things we are hoping 
to find in Magis Deo. Realizing that we are travelers on 
the same journey in search of spiritual upliftment and 
self-actualization will draw us closer and more intimate 
with one another. As we become more comfortable with 
the rest of the members, the more our true selves will 
surface – “masks” will be thrown away and each person’s 
unique gifts will be better appreciated. Consequently, we 
all will strive to be the best we can be without fear of being 
judged by others. 

Although IGNight will be the highlight of our 25th 
anniversary celebration, the annual Family Day set for 
December 8 is another event we can all look forward to 
as we will once again come together and have lots of fun 
as one big family. 

November is the proverbial 11th hour of the year and 
is a good time for us to start looking back and reflecting 
on the experiences we have had and the events that 
have taken place these past months. Let us examine 
what we have made of ourselves and the situations we 
had found ourselves in. May we look closer at what we 
have achieved in terms of relationships – with ourselves, 
spouses, family, community and our beloved Savior. Have 
we been able to nurture these relationships? As our ME 
song goes “It’s I, it’s you, it’s we, it’s love, it’s Christ who 
build community”.

Many of us have been very intimate with our Lord and 
with our BCGGs. But we must not forget that we are part of 
a bigger community, the Magis Deo. St. Peter instructed us 
in his first book chapter 2 verse 17: Give honor to all, love 
the community, fear God, honor the king. We must remind 
ourselves that we became members of the Magis Deo 
community before becoming members of a BCGG. We 
should therefore not isolate our respective BCGGs from 
the rest. The intimacy and compassion that starts at the 
level of our BCGGs should cross beyond these groupings 
and encompass everyone else in Magis Deo.

Like Aaron and Hur who kept the arms of Moses 
raised during the battle between Joshua and Amalek 
at Rephidim, let us offer our wholehearted support and 
unwavering enthusiasm for the undertakings of our 
community that we may remain undeterred in spite of 
whatever challenges may arise.
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Here we are, Lord

Congratulations to our servant-leaders who will be in the Magis Deo Pastoral Council in 
2014 and 2015.

Nilo & Lou Sta. Maria Benz & Vina Dimanalata

Butch & Joey Vargas Regie & Daisy de Guzman
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A Servant-Leader has the capacity for 
AWARENESS.

It is the sensitivity to what is going 
on around us. Awareness makes a leader 
focused on others as well as on himself/
herself – especially with regard to strengths 
and weaknesses. Awareness also makes 
a leader focus on the challenges and the 
needs of others as well as the direction 
which the community needs to take.

A Servant-Leader has the capacity for 
PERSUASION.

Persuasion is present when the leader 
relies not on his/her positional authority when 
making decisions within the organization but 
on his/her capacity to convince and dialogue 
with community members.

Consensus is built in a group, rather 
than coercion or relying on the rule of the 
majority.

A leader who has persuasion seldom 
resorts to bringing decisions to a vote – 
seldom puts things to a vote (no division of 
the house).

A Servant-Leader is an agent of 
HEALING.

Leaders have the capacity to bring 
healing into broken spirits and those 
suffering from a variety of emotional hurts. 
The healing of relationships is a powerful 
force of transformation and integration.

Wholeness is the goal of a leader: an 
understanding that the search for wholeness 
is something that is shared between the 
leader and the led – brings healing to broken 
spirits and those suffering from hurts.

A Servant-Leader has CHARISMS for 
the office held.

Charism means gift. In the Church, gifts 
are meant to be shared for the benefit of the 
community. Thus, we believe that people 
have particular gifts for particular positions; 
our gifts are enhanced when we are able to 
partake of them in our community.

The difference between material and 
spiritual gifts: material gifts are consumed 
when shared; spiritual gifts are enhanced 
when shared. A servant-leader has gifts 
which are meant to be shared for the benefit 
of the community.

A Servant-Leader has FORESIGHT 
and INITIATIVE.

Foresight is the ability to foresee the 
likely outcome of a situation. People of 
foresight are visionaries; they learn lessons 
from the past, realities of the present and 
the likely consequence of a decision for 
the future. Foresight is most commonly 
associated with an intuitive mind. A leader 
with foresight looks ahead and discerns 
what are needed – he/she is able to foresee 
the likely outcome of a situation.

A Servant-Leader has the spirit of 
STEWARDSHIP.

Stewardship is defined as “holding 
something in trust for another.”

A servant-leader is aware that the 
position is held in trust; thus the greater 
good of the community is always primary.

Stewardship emphasizes openness 
and the disposition that all is transitory and 
transient; nothing is permanent, even the 
power shared.

It also means that a leader is ready 
to let go of a position if and when needed, 
especially when the Spirit calls him for a 
greater good – caretakers/caregivers of 
one another

A Servant-Leader is committed to the 
GROWTH OF THE PEOPLE.

Servant-leaders believe that people 
have an intrinsic value beyond their tangible 
contributions as workers. Thus, one is 
committed to the growth and empowerment 
of every individual within the community; 
that part of the exercise of power is the 
growth of people, and not only of institution 
or structures.

A  S e r v a n t - L e a d e r  B U I L D S 
COMMUNITY.

A servant-leader is aware that he/she is 
building the Church of God – the community 
– here on earth. He/she becomes a source of 
inspiration that unites all towards a common 
goal: a community that experiences Christ 
as its ultimate end.

Thus, true community is the response 
to Christ’s call to build the body of Christ.

A Servant-Leader is one who PRAYS.
Servant-leaders are attuned to the one 

who called him/her to serve (not only pious 
but prayerful). He/she has a life of prayer; 
exhibits the qualities of a person who has 
a life of prayer. He/She has the capacity for 
silence and solitude; and, because he/she 
loves silence, he/she is able to listen.

In the end, Servant-Leadership is a 
MINISTRY where:

• One is called
• to a Mission
• within the Church or Community 

of God –
• because one is a Disciple of 

Christ
• guided by the Gospel
• led by the Spirit –
• as an act of Faith.

Fr. James concluded his talk with food 
for thought: THE GRACE OF OFFICE. A 
principle in Christian Leadership that each 
position of service brings with it particular 
graces to the person tasked to serve, and 
that each one is bound to participate and 
cooperate in carrying out the challenges of 
leadership precisely because of the inherent 
graces of the office itself. In other words, in 
servant-leadership, we grow as a person 
because of our response to this call.

Leadership... continued from page 1

Cesar Pareja
Chaircouple, Agnus Dei BCGG

A blessed, memorable 
and happy birthday,

Fr. James!

(September 28)
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Sun, December 1 I will try to show special love for someone who seems unhappy 
or lonely.

Mon, December 2 I will secretly do a kind act for someone.
Tues, December 3 I will work hard today and do my best.
Wed, December 4 I will be kind in a special way to someone I do not like much.
Thurs, December 5 I will eat more of what is good for me today and less of what is 

not.
Fri, December 6 I will donate like-new toys and books I’ve outgrown to needy 

families.
Sat, December 7 I will be a peacemaker today in school and at home.
Sun, December 8 I will honor Mary in a very special way today by being cheerful.
Mon, December 9 I will try to be satisfied with the things I have instead of asking 

my family for more.
Tues, December 10 I will try to be more thoughtful of others.
Wed, December 11 I will try to be patient today.
Thurs, December 12 I will ask Mary to help me make room for Jesus in my heart.
Fri, December 13 I will keep calm and not lose my temper when I am pushed or 

treated rudely.
Sat, December 14 I will do some work for my parents to help them rest after a day 

of work.
Sun, December 15 I will do what I can to please my parents and family in a special 

way today.
Mon, December 16 I will not complain today, even if I must do things that I do not 

want to do.
Tues, December 17 I will thank God for all that he gives me.
Wed, December 18 I will do a kind act for each member of my family.
Thurs, December 19 I will do my work well today and with joy for God.
Fri, December 20 I will speak kindly to all I meet today.
Sat, December 21 I will spend a few extra minutes in prayer today.
Sun, December 22 I will be helpful at home these last days before Jesus’ birthday.
Mon, December 23 I will be grateful and thank God today for all the food I have.
Tues, December 24 I welcome Jesus with great love and offer him all the good acts I 

have performed and the prayers I have said during Advent.
Wed, December 25 Merry Christmas!

Children’s Advent Calendar
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Moments of silence 
with God

Remy Castro. Easter BCGG

Amidst stormy weather, our October 11 - 13, 2013 weekend 
turned out great as Bert and I, under the sponsorship of the Magis 
Deo Choir, attended the Annual Ignatian Retreat (AIR) at Tahanan 
ni Sta. Monica in Tagaytay City.

Fr .Vic Baltazar, SJ conducted the retreat, with Suni Rodriguez, 
Djarn Pestaño and Lynne Arevalo as facilitators. They did an 
excellent job providing us with good materials, lectures, musical 
videos, prayers, group sharing and one-on-one consultations. 
These helped me deepen my relationship with God, my faith, and 
my understanding of the call to service. It was a unique experience 
as this was the first time we attended a retreat in silence, refraining 
from talking with others, even with my spouse.

A retreat in silence is a call to faith, to be at rest and at peace 
with God. Silence is an invitation to prayer and reflection. It allows 
us to savor the generosity of God and His unconditional love for us. 
It is receiving God in gratitude and reverence, becoming intimate 
with the Lord and acknowledging the need to provide a sacred 
space in each of us, temples of the Holy Spirit. It is also a process 
of knowing the “I” before becoming aware of “others.”

The weekend was most meaningful to us for it created the 
need and opportunity to encounter God in the spirit of poverty, 
obedience and chastity. He remade us, and reminded us to keep 
our faith and love with a burning desire to dwell in the house of 
the Lord. As we journey with the Lord, we continuously grow in our 
faith, build our sacred spaces, carry the reality of our crosses and 
share the fruits of our blessings with others.

Once again, we express our reverence for and gratitude to the 
Lord for keeping our faith and love vast with the help of our family, 
friends, our Easter BCGG, the Magis Deo Choir and the Magis 
Deo Community. We look forward to the next retreat; we consider 
attending the AIR as a life-long commitment.

On a different note, last October 9, 2013 we attended our 2nd 
day of Catechism conducted by Fr. Allan Abuan at the Gatchalian 
residence. Despite horrendous traffic caused by a bomb threat, 
many attended. With attendees from several BCGGs (Sing to the 
Lord, Sirach, Good Shepherd, Easter, Beatitudes, Exodus, Agnus 
Dei, Genesis of David, Cana, Psalm 46-Samaritans, Archangel 
Gabriel) it looked like a big interface.

Having started this faith building through Catechism 
sessions, the choir invites all who wish to attend and learn more 
about Catechism. It is held monthly on the Wednesday after the 
ComCel.

Magis Deo members at the October 2013 AIR.

Fr. Allan Abuan conducts a catechism class.
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Rey Mella, Cana BCGG
spiritual tidbits and HuMor

Igniting the Magis

In my early years with the community, 
I would use the monthly community 
celebrations and the retreats to light up 
my spirituality as I wasn’t consistent about 
my prayer life.

I found out that by being more consistent 
with my daily prayer life, I had less need for 
being re-lighted up or be inspired.

____________

One morning, I was shaving using 
the battery-operated Panasonic shaver I 
bought in Malaysia during a business trip. 
It has lasted four years and looks like it’s 
going to last another four. In contrast, twice 
in the past, I owned a much more expensive 
Braun rechargeable shaver with more 
features than my current shaver. It did not 
even last two years. The difference? I clean 
this cheap shaver regularly. I made sure it 
almost always looks like new.

On deeper reflection, it does not 
matter how expensive something is – if we 
do not take good care of it, it doesn’t last. 
This applies to appliances, cars, books, 
electronic gadgets, even relationships. 
It applies to my relationship with the 
community.

No matter how great my community is, 
that we have the holy Fr. Tanseco, that we 
have very spiritual members and committed 
leaders, that we have monthly celebrations. 
All these won’t matter unless I show up, 
unless I participate, unless I get involved, 
unless I serve. I have to do my part. My 
membership requires maintenance and my 
own personal action and commitment.

____________

Continued on page 11

The two most important days in your 
life are the day you are born and the day 
you find out why.

 – Mark Twain
____________

In a span of three months, from July to 
October, three aspects of my life moved.

I  was  reass igned  to  ano the r 
manufacturing operation that was simpler 
than my previous job but had its own 
different set of challenges. Its process 
simplicity and largely manual operations – 
ergo its dependency on people – are more 
suited to my leadership skills and style. 
Its “newness” as a job fired me up and 
breathed new life into my work.

Also, during the same 3-month period, 
the stock market moved which increased 
my meager investments. I haven’t really 
prayed much about the stock market, so 
this is an unexpected blessing. While this 
may still come down in the future, still this 
is something I am happy about.

Not all were positive during these three 
months. I had to deal with some health 
problems. I visited the doctor and the 
laboratory more than I have visited doctors 
in the past 20 years.

____________

All three aspects of my life got a boost 
of excitement all in the right direction. I am 
grateful to the Lord for all these blessings. 
Excitement in my work is important as I 
spend an enormous amount of time in my 
job each day. My financials allow me to 
take care of my family’s future. Similarly, I 
got blessed by having been allowed to be 
proactive and to learn about my condition, 

which allows it to be corrected today. It also 
reminded me about my mortality, something 
I don’t think of very often. 

____________

Several years ago, Steve Jobs gave 
a speech to the Harvard graduating class 
wherein he spoke about his own mortality. 
He said, “Even people who want to go to 
heaven don’t want to die to get there. And 
yet death is the destination we all share. 
No one has ever escaped it.” I too, want to 
go to heaven, yet afraid to tread the path 
to get there.

____________

I asked myself what I am afraid of. 
Then I used something from Wayne Dyer 
that I often tell people: if you knew who 
walked beside you, why would you be 
afraid? A shorter life? For as long as it is 
productive all throughout, why not? It is not 
up to me to bargain or negotiate anyway. I 
should be grateful and I am. This reflection 
should propel me to become even more 
conscious of my time and of my personal 
productivity and my priorities.

____________

“To give pleasure to a single heart by 
a single act is better than a thousand heads 
bowing in prayer.”

– Mahatma Gandhi
____________

At the Manila Memorial Park, a guy 
had this on his shirt: “Life is too short to 
worry about life being too short…”

____________
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Igniting the Magis... continued from page 10

A  couple in their nineties have problems 
remembering things and go to a doctor for a checkup. 
The doctor tells them they’re physically okay, but they 
might want to start writing things down to help them 
remember.

Later that night while watching TV, the old man gets 
up from his chair.

His wife asks, “Where are you going?”
“To the kitchen,” he replies.
“Will you get me a bowl of ice cream?”
“Sure.”
“Don’t you think you should write it down so you can 

remember it?” she asks.
“No, I can remember it.”
“Well, I’d like some strawberries on top, too. You’d 

better write it down, because you know you’ll forget it.”
He says, “I can remember that! You want a bowl of 

ice cream with strawberries.”
“I’d also like whipped cream. I’m certain you’ll forget 

that, so you’d better write it down!” she retorts.
Irritated, he says, “I don’t need to write it down, 

I can remember it! Leave me alone! Ice cream with 
strawberries and whipped cream – I got it, for goodness 
sake!” Then he grumbles into the kitchen.

After 20 minutes the old man returns from the 
kitchen and hands his wife a plate of bacon and eggs.

She stares at the plate for a moment and says... 
“Where’s my toast?

 – www.inspire21.com
____________

“The unexamined life is not worth living.”
 – Socrates

____________

Remember the date!

November 23, 2013
4:00 PM
Decagon, Silver City, Pasig

Preach the Gospel at all times, 
and when necessary, use words.

- St. Francis of Assisi
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Calendar of Activities:  November 2013 - January 2014
November Venue Contacts / Sponsors
09 Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center North Sector, Praxis Ministry
 “Intimacy: The Heart of Community” Guadalupe, Makati City South and Central BCGGs
09-10 ME-2 TBA MEFP 426-4206
10 Orientation & Introduction to Prayer Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
 Workshop   By Djarn Pestaño      Ted Concepcion 0917-5119877
    Susan Concepcion 0917-8296382
14  Council and Ministry Heads Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
 Food Host: MDC
22 4th Tanseco Cup Camp Aguinaldo Golf Club MEFP 426-4206
23 Fr. Ruben Tanseco’s Birthday
23 Sat Culmination of Magis 25th Anniversary Decagon Silver City, Julia Vargas Avenue, Magis Deo 426-7191
 IGNight    4 PM onwards  Pasig City (beside Tiendesitas) 
24 Tidbits for the Body and Soul Makati Medical Center Jun & Merce Macalintal 0917-894-5979 
29-Dec1 Marriage Encounter Weekend BLD Covenant House Ike & Josie Llamas 821-0639
 ME Class 115    P3,400/couple Dasmariñas, Cavite
 S.D. – Fr. James Gascon, SJ   
December
08 Sun Family Day (Magis Christmas Party) TBA All Sectors
12  Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
January 2014
11 Community Celebration TBA CENTRAL Sector

November Birthday Celebrants
01 Tina Pangilinan ME Class 107
02 Natalie Acio ME Class 114
03 Vivian Ahyong Sirach
 Ciel Yap Corinthians
04 Frances Cadag ME Class 100
 Nance Palmario Sing to the Lord
 Flor Peralta Exodus
 Edith Prieto Genesis of David
05 Joy Casas ME Class 99
 Yang Reantaso ME Class 101
 Ting Yupangco Transfiguration
06 Leony Escosia Emmanuel
 Manny Gatchalian Sing to the Lord
 Malu Panlilio Mustard Seed
07 Allan Pestaño Psalm 46-Samaritans
10 Joax Camacho ME Class 112
 Apet Carranto ME Class 106
 Rowena Cristobal ME Class 109
 Tina Mossesgeld Cana
 Arlene Qui ME Class 110
11 Bing Brillantes Cana
12 Boy Dela Peña Exodus
 Celine Magpayo Sirach
15 Oni Colcol ME Class 108
16 Bambi Narciso Easter
17 Matt Pineda ME Class 107
19 Irene Camba ME Class 106
 Ojay Reantaso ME Class 101
20 Nikkie Perez Tala
 Noel Valdes ME Class 111
21 Set De La China ME Class 100
 Sonny Flores ME Class 108
 Al Garcia ME Class 106
22 Renie Aldave ME Class 113
23 Rain Claro ME Class 111
24 Bogz Catangay Ephesians
25 Ging de Guzman John
27 Ray de Guzman John
 Aida del Rosario John
28 Elgin Camba ME Class 33
 Lorna Estabillo ME Class 106
 Portia Eustaquio Genesis of David
29 Ethel Araullo Transfiguration
 Riza Torres ME Class 101
30 Dang Ibana ME Class 114

November Wedding Anniversaries
06 Danny & Vicky Mendoza Exodus
07 Jay-R & Leila Leccio Transfiguration
11 Mase & Jo Folloso ME Class 102
 Ojay & Yang Reantaso ME Class 101
14 Fred & Cora Buenaventura Sirach
20 Chacho & Marlyn Angeles Thessalonians
23 Jhun & Karen Basbas ME Class 111
24 Bogz & Grace Catangay Ephesians
28 Nathan & Celebelle Chincuanco ME Class 114
 Gilbert & Cha Espiritu ME Class 102
 Jon & Gly Maramba ME Class 108
30 Phil & Agnes Tumaneng Psalm 46-Samaritans

Birthdays - First 10 days of  December
01 Flor Pison Sing to the Lord
 Lilit Tumbocon John
02 Bliss Acot ME Class 112
03 Anne Alfonso John
 Carol Lim ME Class 110
 Vince Yamat ME Class 114
04 Jen Noguerra ME Class 106
 Jason Sanchez Tala
 Genie Toledo ME Class 110
06 Bebeng Carranto ME Class 106
 Ricky Valencia Easter
07 Gly Maramba ME Class 108
 Jhune Vinas Tala
08 Boy Sevilla John
 Aiza Tabayoyong ME Class 112
09 Tita Cordez ME Class 110
 Emma Jimenez Cana
10 Enteng Buenafe ME Class 106
 Jon Maramba ME Class 108
 Miles San Pedro Cana

Anniversaries - First 10 days of December
03 Boy & Elvira Lubguban Exodus
06 Terence & Mel Filart ME Class 112
07 Dean & Eden Santiago ME Class 114
 Seiko & Bambi Yaneza Thessalonians
08 Jaear & Larnz Briones Good Shepherd
 Raymon & Rache Ebardo Tala
 Kev & Arlene Qui ME Class 110


