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First Magis Deo Fun Run
How do I measure the Fun Run?

Continued on page 2

It’s been a few weeks since the first 
Magis Deo Fun Run, and how do I measure 
if the event was successful? What have we 
really achieved? 

I can look at the more than 100 
combined Likes, shares and positive 
comments on the different Facebook pages 
of the Fun Run and Magis Deo community, 
and Fr. James Gascon’s video. 

I can look at the 16 sponsors and 
donors who have helped us financially 
because they believed that the event was a 
worthy cause for the community, its families 
and friends. The financial support did not 
only allow us to put together the logistics, 
our sponsors and donors helped us create 
the EXPERIENCE for everyone to enjoy, to 
remember and to look back after the event, 
as one community.

I can look at the 486 participants 
who showed up at the event – Magis Deo 
members, their families, relatives, friends and 
our sponsors. Despite the rain, they chose 
to be there to run, walk, dance, eat, attend 
the Mass – they chose to spend that Sunday 
to celebrate with the community. I can also 
look at more than 300 pictures posted on the 

different Magis 
Deo Facebook 
p a g e s .  I t 
amazes me to 
discover that 
you can capture 
fun, happiness, 
bonding and 
teamwork  in 
so many ways 
through the lens 
of a camera (or 
iPhone ).

However, to me, the most meaningful 
number I will always look at would be 171,360 
because this is the number of minutes I 
have spent with four other so wonderful and 
good-hearted couples in creating the Fun 
Run / Walk experience for the community 
– Boy & Jovy de Leon (ME 106), Elmer 
& Meg Fajardo (ME 106), Papoo & 
Alex Reyes (ME 102), and Jojo & Jane 
Aldeguer. This was also the total amount 
of time I spent learning, experiencing and 
discovering important lessons in life. 

There were a lot of things I could have 
done differently for the fun run event – more 

streamers, improve the programme, get 
more volunteers, do the rain dance, etc. 
There were many important lessons learned 
on how to make the event better. However, 
to me, the most important lesson I learned 
from the experience is the value of humility, 
teamwork and trust. Working with the 
four other couples (and yes, including my 
husband, Jojo G.) provided me with so 
many opportunities to (re)learn these three 
values in life. Except for wearing decent 
running shoes and a race bib, I did not know 
anything about organizing a fun run. And I 

Right after the fun run, the community celebrated Sunday Mass, with 
Fr. James officiating, at the covered walk of the Ateneo Grade School.
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08 September 2013 Community Celebration
Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

knew I had to be honest with myself and 
with the others. Mahirap magmarunong. I 
knew I needed the help of others, especially 
the committee. I had to keep on going back 
to the purpose of the event – it’s not about 
me, but it’s about serving God through 
the community. While we were a team of 
first-timers, we still worked as a team. We 
knew who is good at what, and we also 
knew who needed help. We also knew how 
to be cheerleaders for others especially 
when we were having challenges (and 
yes, there were several!). We trusted each 
other enough to ask help when we needed 
it, and knew that the others would come 
to our rescue. I think trust was the most 
important element of the work... and that it 
made everything work.

Doing volunteer work is always not 
easy and I have heard this even from the 
most active members of the community. 
But seeing the members of the Fun Run 
committee show up at every meeting, (rain 
or more rain) was more than enough to see 
that these people truly want to help. I was 
excited to work with Papoo and Alex Reyes 
again but it was my first time to work with 
the de Leons, Fajardos and Aldeguers. 
We all come from different backgrounds, 
we had our own work and families to take 
care of, and we also all live in different 
areas. But after the first two meetings, 
I knew these people were committed to 
serve. These people will make time for this 
important event and will work together as 

one team. It’s funny for someone like me 
who facilitates teambuilding and planning 
sessions for others, we did not need to have 
a formal one for the team. Everyone was a 
team player and performed their assigned 

tasks efficiently and wholeheartedly. Not 
once did I hear anyone complain about the 
work. Everyone experienced back pains 
from all the heavy carrying and running 
days before and during the event, but it 
did not stop us from completing the task. 
We also respected each other’s personal 
time with their families and work and we 

didn’t force perfect attendance at every 
meeting. Each one knew when they were 
needed the most and made sure they were 
present. Everyone helped, suggested ideas 
and respected each other even when we 
disagreed on certain things. It was like we 
agreed to disagree, but what we maintained 
was to be respectful to one another. We 
also made sure that we helped each other, 
and also asked for help when we needed 
it. Walang Superman, Darna o Diva, pero 
wala ring Santino o Mara Clara – we were 
simply the Superfriends, the Philippine 
Dragonboat Team, the Avengers, ang 
Hagibis.

I often hear the saying, everything 
happens for a reason and that God works 
in mysterious but wonderful ways. I’d like 
to think that God was the overall Master 
Planner of the event – from the selection of 
the activity, the team, the date, the sponsors, 
volunteers, and even the weather. It was His 
design to join us together, for a group of 
first-timers to work together and develop 
a plan, discover new personal capabilities 
and talents, to foster teamwork, create new 
friendships and networks – all to create an 
event to help strengthen our relationships 
with our families, the community and with 
God.

So how will you measure the next 
Magis Deo Fun Run? Always aim for More… 
but More for God. 

First Magis... continued from page 1

Rhea R. Gaddi, ME 102
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First and 
last

Sunday Homily
08 September 2013

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

o be a disciple of Christ, He 
must be my first and last in 
the list of those to be loved 
and served by me. Everyone 
else and everything else must 

be secondary. God is the only absolute. 
Everything else is relative. Everything. From 
all my loved ones in this life all the way to 
everything that I possess – my time, talents, 
and treasures. The very first statement in 
today’s Gospel reading is shocking, to say 
the least, if you take it literally: “If anyone 
comes to me without hating his father and 
mother, wife and children, brothers and 
sisters, and even his own life, he cannot 
be my disciple” (Lk. 14:26). My goodness! 
What does this really mean? Is not love 
the one and only law of the God of Love? 

This initially disturbing statement is more 
accurately expressed in Mt. 10: 37-39: 
“Whoever loves father and mother more 
than me is not worthy of me, and whoever 
loves son or daughter more than me is not 
worthy of me; and whoever does not take 
up his cross and follow me is not worthy 
of me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, 
and whoever loses his life for my sake will 
find it.”

There you are. Love is still the one and 
only law of God. “You shall love the Lord, 
your God, with all your heart, with all your 
being, with all your strength, and with all 
your mind, and your neighbor as yourself” 
(Lk. 10: 27; Mt. 22: 38-39; Mk. 12: 30-31). 
And what does this love involve? Christ did 
not just teach it in words. He lived it in His 
own life. He expressed His love by the giving 
of himself through sacrifice, all the way to 
the cross. And this is what He is inviting us 
in today’s Gospel reading: “Whoever does 
not carry his own cross and come after me 
cannot be my disciple” (v. 27).

A major part of carrying one’s cross 
is the last statement of Christ in the same 
Gospel reading for today: “In the same way, 
anyone of you who does not renounce all 
his possessions cannot be my disciple” 
(v. 33). Again, we must not interpret this 
in a strictly literal sense. Otherwise, we 
will all end up as beggars and a terrible 
burden to society. What Christ means is 
to humbly accept the reality that we are 
not the owners of our talents, resources, 
and possessions. All these belong to God. 
We are simply his beloved and trusted 
stewards and caretakers, and so we must 
continually discern God’s will how to use 
these possessions. God gives us both the 
privilege as well as responsibility to be 
his stewards. The more we possess, the 
greater is our responsibility. Indeed, this is 
a heavy cross to carry, but it is worth every 
bit of our response in carrying it. The cost 
of discipleship.

Renouncing our possessions as God’s 
stewards means the responsible use of 
them for the common good of our people, 
our brothers and sisters in the Lord, most 
especially the poor, the marginalized, 
and the victims of social injustice. The 
cost of discipleship is the very triumph of 
discipleship. The beauty and the bounty 
of creation is meant by the Creator for all 
mankind, and not just for a chosen minority. 
This is the context of what we expressed 
above: God is the only absolute. Everything 
else is relative. Christ expressed all this 
further in the following way: “No one can 
serve two masters. He will either hate one 
and love the other, or be devoted to one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and mammon” (Mt. 6: 24).

The terrible multi-billion peso pork 
barrel scam which allegedly involve quite 
a number of congressmen and senators 
is a most tragic example of devotion 
to mammon and not to God. But the 
Lord’s loving intervention in steps is clear 
and inspiring. The people’s peaceful but 
politically motivated rally at the Luneta last 
August 26 for the abolition of the pork barrel 
system was one such step, as inspired 
by the Holy Spirit. Our beloved Cardinal 
Luis Antonio Tagle himself was there and 
gave an inspiring message to our people. 
He asked us to listen to the voice of God 
that will lead us to heroic concern for our 
country. It was on the very same day that 
we commemorated National Heroes’ Day! 
In this context, let us keep praying for our 
courageous whistle-blowers, for their lives 

are in danger. They are no less than our 
heroes.

Several days before the rally, President 
Aquino announced his decision to abolish 
the corruption-ridden pork barrel and 
create a new system of financing our 
people’s needed projects with the proper 
transparency and accountability. God’s 
intervention continued a few days after the 
people’s rally with the surrender of Janet 
Lim-Napoles to the President. She is being 
charged with orchestrating the conversion 
of P10 billion in the Priority Development 
Assistance Fund (PDAF) of five senators and 
twenty-three congressmen into kickbacks in 
ten years through a network of fake non-
government organizations (NGOs).

Let me end with a small part of the 
published statement on “Pork Barrel, 
Stewardship and the Poor” by Archbishop 
Socrates Villegas, our incoming president 
of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the 
Philippines (CBCP).

“Public governance is stewardship but 
the pork barrel has made public governance 
a system of patronage. Stewardship 
liberates and uplifts. Patronage enslaves 
and insults. One of the rules that make 
stewardship functional is transparency and 
accountability. Under no circumstance must 
transparency be excused and accountability 
ignored. ‘Walang hihingi’ should be our 
moral option as a church in relation to 
politicians… We tempt the public officials to 
get money from jueteng or the pork barrel to 
accommodate us. ‘Walang hihingi.’”
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Editorial

The challenge of leadership
in Magis Deo

Tina A. Mossesgeld, Cana BCGG

Leadership is service. Service is 
rooted in love. 

In Magis Deo, whether as pastoral council member, a 
ministry head, a shepherd or committee head, saying yes to 
an elective or appointive position is about serving others as a 
response of gratitude for God’s blessings and unconditional 
love. It is rooted in the love that God has so graciously and 
generously bestowed on us and on that same love flowing 
out of us to others. It is a way of saying thank you to God for 
the gifts and abilities that He has given to us. It is not about 
ambition or putting oneself in a position of power, prestige or 
privilege. 

As we elect four couples to the Magis Deo Pastoral Council 
today, it would be good to review our ideas and practice of 
leadership and its sources. 

Our ideas and practice of leadership in Magis Deo come 
from two very related concepts: Servant Leadership popularized 
by Robert K. Greenleaf and Ignatian Leadership. The common 
denominator in these two schools of leadership is love. 

Servant-leaders place the good of those they lead over 
their own self-interest. They value and develop people, build 
community and share power and status for the common good of 
each individual, the total organization and those served by the 
organization. Based on the writings of Robert K. Greenleaf who 
coined the term servant-leader, the first, natural desire of the 
servant-leader is to serve. The initial experience others have 
of the leader is him/her serving. Seen this way, leadership is a 
form of service, rather than the other way around, i.e., service 
is a form of leadership. The most distinguishing mark of the 
servant-leader is the care he or she takes to make sure the 
highest priority needs of others are served. 

According to Fr. Karel San Juan, SJ, Ignatian Spirituality 
is a spirituality of leadership with Ignatian themes that are 
very relevant now. Ignatian leaders are Magis-driven, i.e., they 
serve where there is greater need, they are generous, being 
more and doing more for others and they want to excel in all 
that they do. They are Christ-centered, able to recognize and 
accept their strengths and weaknesses, and humbly submit 
themselves to on-going formation. Ignatian leaders are also 
discerning, always seeking and being sensitive to God’s action 
in themselves and in the world. They are grounded with a 
sense of God’s unique call for themselves and for the world. 
They are guided and sustained by their faith in God. And lastly, 
Ignatian leaders are caring and journey as companions with 
those they lead in a common mission.

These may all sound frightening and enough to scare off 
a member of Magis Deo to serve in whatever capacity. But 
if our love for God and for Magis Deo and its members is in 
place and if we are willing to continue to be formed, then we 
would see that God will sustain us in whatever leadership 
position we may accept. 

Magis Deo members, who are people of good will, will 
also provide support. The only thing needed is to make 
ourselves available to serve where there is greater need, to 
be companions in the Lord and always to seek God’s hopes 
and desires for our community.

Thank you to the generous and brave souls who made 
themselves available to be elected to the Pastoral Council 
and humbly submitting yourselves to the will of the members. 
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to choose who among 
you should lead us and journey with us in the coming year as 
we continue to work in the Lord’s vineyard. There are some 
names in the list that we know so well and others we don’t 
know enough. There are seasoned members who have the 
gift of wisdom, experience and sense of Magis history, whose 
love and fidelity to the community has never waned over the 
years. There are new faces who are still in the early stages 
of formation but have leveled up, so to speak, taking on the 
responsibility of governance at various levels in the community 
and in different capacities. 

We trust that the Holy Spirit will continue to enlighten 
all of us to elect the persons we need to lead us at this time 
in our life as a community. We trust that the people we shall 
elect today will inspire us to deepen our love for Christ and 
our desire to serve others. We trust that they will continue to 
light the fire in all of us to be a force for good in and out of 
the community.

...saying yes to an elective 
or appointive position is about 
serving others as a response 
of gratitude for God’s blessings 
and unconditional love.
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Magis in motion,
             Family in action

Jay Ng Sy
Council / Agnus Dei BCGG

MAGIS in MOTION, FAMILY in ACTION, the 3rd 
major event of our community’s year-long celebration of its 
silver anniversary, showed the fun in running and walking 
together as a community. Kudos to the couple organizers 
Jojo & Jane Aldeguer and Jojo & Rhea Gaddi for a job well 
done. Hats off too to ME 102 (shepherded by Cesar & Marivic 
Pareja) and ME 106 (shepherded by Tony & Aida del Rosario 
and Lito Gonzales). Their willingness and involvement 
in community undertakings despite being relatively new 
members, is exemplary. To their mentors, you have, and are 
what it takes to be shepherds.

Preparations are ongoing for the culmination of the 25th 
Anniversary Celebration and the Couples’ Night, which will be 
held at Decagon, Silver City in Pasig on Nov. 23. Everyone 
is encouraged to attend and give their full support to make 
this a memorable success.

The Balik Magis program needs a kick off. Let us exert 
efforts to entice inactive members to join the celebrations. Let 
us take up the challenge of our spiritual director, Fr. James, 
to bring along at least one couple.

Every year some council members finish their term and 
give way to others to serve the community. This October 5, our 
community will elect four couples/members to fill the positions 
of outgoing council members Cesar & Marivic Pareja, Miles & 
Evelyn San Pedro, Jojo & Jane Aldeguer and Lito Gonzales, 
who have unselfishly served for two years.

As an aid in choosing from among the pastoral council 
eligibles, it is worth considering the 10 characteristics 
of effective, caring leaders (The Journal of Virtues & 
Leadership, Larry C. Spears):

Listening – Ability to listen effectively and the motivation 
to pay close undivided attention to what others are saying.

Empathy – A keen awareness and understanding of 
the feelings of others along the ability to feel how the other 
is feeling.

Healing – The ability to heal oneself and others; a 
willingness to help other people solve their problems. 

Awareness – Awareness of oneself, one’s own feelings 
and what is going on in the world around oneself; being 
perspective and sensitive to subtle changes. 

Persuasion – Using an influencing style that is open, 
honest, and not manipulative; finding solutions that are mutually 
beneficial; a partnership approach to achieving goals. 

Conceptualization – The ability to see the bigger 
picture and to see more deeply than others; seeing trends 
and underlying causes, not symptoms.

Foresight – The ability to see the longer term 
implications of current plans and options; not being constrained 
by overly short term priorities or needs.

Stewardship – Caring for others, both individuals and 
as institutions; striving to build a sustainable future.

Commitment to the growth of people – Motivated 
to develop people for their own sake; finding joy in seeing 
people grow and achieve their full potential.

Building Community – Striving to foster collaboration, 
share ownership; a sense of belonging; aiming to give 
everyone a stake in an organizational future.

While this checklist is of great help, our prayers and 
discernment will still be the most effective in our choosing 
and electing members who will complete the pastoral council 
of Magis Deo, and lead our community in its journey to the 
next year and beyond.
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Stewardship Tony del Rosario, John BCGG

I have been experiencing great difficulty 
focusing on what to share and how to 
share some thoughts with you today about 
Ignatian Stewardship. Along with the 
other three S’s, Simplicity, Sharing, and 
Service, I’d like to think these are the 
Ignatian passwords we need to face the 
GOD who is in residence within us at the 
blessed moments of our lives. 

On April 2, 2013, I celebrated my 80th 
birthday. So many blessings to thank GOD 
for: the Gift of Life, the many who have 
helped to shape who I am, and where I am, 
in my life today. Foremost among them is 
my wife Aida whose quiet faith and fidelity 
to the Lord has been a living example for 
54 years to me. 

So what does Stewardship mean to 
me? Everything that I have, everything that 
I see before me is a Gift from God. Nothing 
belongs to me, everything that I have is 
because of God’s graces and blessings: 
God’s beautiful creation, my parents, my 
wife and children as well as grandchildren. 
How did I respond to GOD’s love?

In April of 1986 Aida and I went through 
our ME. From that experience we became 
couple sharers for the ME Weekends of 
Magis Deo for about 10 years. While it was 
payback time for us, it was even more, the 
witnessing of GOD’s love for so many and 
of our common yearning for the Lord. In 
the years that followed, Aida and I were 
involved in the various Formation Programs 
of Magis Deo: Shepherding, Praxis (with 
the help and guidance of Malu Panlilio). As 
the years passed, we served from time to 
time in our Pastoral Council as members 
and periodically as Chair Couple. This gave 
us the opportunity to practice one more 
dimension of Stewardship in our Spiritual 
Journey. 

Reaching out to our marginalized 
brothers, Magis Deo adopted what is now 
AYA’s GK Village. This was a gift from 
God through our children who found a 
community that needed help. It was a 
squatter community living in a garbage 

dump. From the birthday gift money they 
had saved for Aida’s 70th birthday, the 
children pledged it instead for the building of 
some homes for the squatters. This became 
a chain of pledges from other generous 
donors who came to help and gave reality 
to a dream.

For Aida and me, Magis Deo has 
been a big part of our life. This has had its 
ups and downs with the imperatives of my 
earning a living. But as I eased into eventual 
retirement from business, Lito Gonzales, 
Aida and I have become shepherds for 
ME 106. We have been blessed to witness 
and to walk with them in their struggle to 
bring God into the center of their lives. 
This might not have come to pass but for 
the dedication of Ike and Josie Llamas. In 
many ways they have become the guardian 
angels for Magis Deo’s ME program. From 
time to time, Josie would invite Aida and me 
to take on the shepherding of an ME class, 
never pressing but always there. In God’s 
own time ME 106 came to be. Stewardship 
took on the cloak of Shepherding for Lito, 
Aida and me. These gave us the opportunity 
to rediscover the beauty of God’s love and 
in all of His creation, in everyone that we 
meet, especially in those that have less in 
life and in those that are in need. 

Stewardship as shared by Fr. Gerardo 
Tapiador during his homily to us in August 
2007, “is not about keeping what we have 
received safe and sound, but about WHAT 
WE DO with what we have received. Not 
the WHAT but the HOW we use what 
we have. We have a responsibility for 
and accountability to GOD for whatever 
is entrusted to us. …Stewardship is not 
only about material things but also about 
relationships with people, e.g., compassion, 
shared responsibility and consequently the 
reward.” Sharing can produce miracles. It 
is not about having more gifts to share. It is 
going where there is a greater need. It is our 
response to God’s love in deeds more than 
in words. What do these tell us about our 4 
S’s? Re: Stewardship, life is a precious gift. 
It must be lived for oneself and for others 

and shared. “A hooded lamp gives no light,” 
they say. Our light must shine to others and 
should lead others to God.

The words are becoming a blur. I am 
beginning to lose sight of or forget who first 
shared many of the thoughts I have just 
written down. They may not be originally 
mine but I believe in them and in the 
rightness and justice in them. And I pray 
GOD will empower me to live up to them.

Everywhere I look and everywhere I 
turn, I see the reflection of GOD’s love for 
me, the caring of my family, and the affection 
of dear friends. Is this the real meaning of 
Stewardship? To reflect GOD’s love for ALL 
Creation? To extend the same care to my 
fellow man as GOD has done for my family 
and me? 

Stewardship, Simplicity, Sharing and 
Service: there is a certain repetitiveness 
about the words taken together that speaks 
of our yearnings to embrace the God that 
resides within us. At some blessed moment 
of our lives, is it something that we must 
do? Is it something that we must earn 
to gain the grace of God’s love? Or is it 
something Already here, Always here, 
Freely given but Untouched by our own 
Undoing? 

I LEAVE THE ANSWER TO YOU. 

Dear Fr. Gascon… dear friends in Magis Deo,
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“Hello, baka pwede namang 
makahingi ng tulong.”

Fun Run Sponsorship Committee
Boy & Jovy de Leon, ME 106
Elmer & Meg Fajardo, ME 106 

These were my first words when I 
called the first prospect for the sponsorship of the 
Magis Deo Fun Run. The rest is history... a very 
gratifying and God-inspired turn of events.

All it took to find sponsors was “kapal ng mukha.” 
The term may sound a bit too strong or inappropriate, 
but there really was nothing to be shy about. We just 
made sure we consciously expressed our humble 
and sincere intentions, confident we were doing it to 
serve God and the community. We were motivated to 
raise the needed funds for the fun run and provide the 
members and friends of Magis Deo a unique venue 
to spend and enjoy time together in a community 
celebration.

Efforts kicked off with a listing of a few prospective 
sponsors. Immediately, all members of the organizing 
committee helped add more until we came up 
with twenty-nine prospects in our master list. The 
committee then faced the challenge of convincing 
these prospects to sign up as sponsors or donors. 
Relentless follow ups with individuals, corporate 
contacts and generous members of the community 
were made over the three exciting months preparing 
for the event.

However difficult it may have seemed, God showed 
His presence: the signing up of four major sponsors came 
as if they were handed to us on a silver platter. I can 
still remember the day I called a former work colleague. 
Introduced myself and my wife Jovy as members of the 
Magis Deo Community, I said we were part of a team 
planning to hold a fun run event for a charitable cause. 
After a few minutes of catching up, what I got from the 
other line was a comforting reply: “Sure. Just email me the 
details and I will endorse it. Thank you for the opportunity.” 
After this successful first try, I knew God’s helping hands 
were at work. From that moment on, we knew nothing 
could go wrong. We managed to sign up three more major 
sponsors in less than two weeks.

In the end, He gave us five major and minor 
sponsors, three kind donors from the community, and 
nine generous individuals and corporate donors of goods 
and services that were instrumental in the success of our 
very first Magis Deo Fun Run.

Indeed, God attended to our call when we dialed 
HIS number and said, 

“Hello, baka pwede namang makahingi 
ng tulong.”
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 These words lingered in my mind 
throughout the weekend and kept me 
wondering. At the culmination of the 
weekend, Charley and I were chosen as 
one of the 5 coordinators of our class, 
Lambda VI. Again I wondered because we 
were among the youngest in our class of 
38 couples plus a good number of singles. 
My wondering was forgotten when we went 
back to our regular life with a new high in 
our marriage, which I felt was in a plateau 
before our ME Weekend.

When we became members of Agnus 
Dei BCGG after our SDR, I felt I found the 
answers. Charley and I found common 
friends in the BCGG with whom we started 
our spiritual journey. My flickering faith 
that came to the fore only in times of need 
and difficulty, was ignited and sustained 
by sharings at the weekly BCGG meetings 
and my learnings from the teachings in 
the community. Charley has embraced 
Catholicism into which he was baptized 
before our wedding day.

I felt good with my new-found spirituality. 
My husband and I are journeying together 
with friends. I looked forward to what the 
community offered to nourish my faith 
and further strengthen our marriage. We 

were always present in the weekly prayer 
meetings, serving and doing outreach with 
the community, helping out when asked 
and giving a contribution when solicited. 
However, when we were asked to shepherd 
an ME Class, we had countless excuses. 
Our excuses were endless before we 
would reluctantly accept any headship 
assignment. 

To be nominated as a council eligible 
is one thing we have always avoided. We 
declined nominations, deliberately missed 
a retreat, and absented ourselves from 
some community celebrations so we would 
not meet the requirements for a council 
eligible. But as fate would have it, we were 
eventually elected to the pastoral council 
and chosen to be vice chair couple (in 
absentia). We were not able to decline.

We are now on the eve of becoming 
chair couple. Apprehension is all over me so 
I take solace in quieting down and praying. 
At one quiet moment my journey in the 
community unfolded. God chose me to be 
in that ME weekend to ignite my faith that 
flamed to the fullest only in times of need 
or difficulty. He chose Charley and me to 
be there not just to fix our marriage but our 
faith as well, and for us to start our spiritual 

journey together in His chosen community. 
We were blessed with competent shepherds 
who guided us in our journey, couples who 
were our inspirations and mentors, and 
people who trusted us and encouraged us 
to become shepherds and servant leaders. 
I have always shared how I came to latch 
on to the song Here I am Lord but when 
we were asked to be servant leaders, I 
collaborated with Charley in declining these 
responsibilities, despite my deepest desire 
to hold on to my personal commitment to 
God: “I will go Lord if You need me... I will 
hold Your people in the light.”

I was pleasing my husband more than 
my God. I have always shared what being 
in the community has done for my spiritual 
life and our marriage. However, there was 
no volunteering on our part. We needed 
to be asked and were always reluctant to 
accept assignments which I perceived to be 
beyond our capabilities and what we were 
willing to give. Now I realize I was limiting 
what I can give back to the community to 
which I have so much to be grateful for. I 
have always said that discernment is my 
Waterloo. Now, I ask, is it really so, or am 
I just shutting off my senses? I felt guilty. 
God has unceasingly showered me with 
blessings even during the times I neglected 
Him. He immediately made me feel His 
presence when I called to Him. I wanted 
meaning in my life; God gave us Magis 

Fr. Tanseco started our ME Weekend by saying “You 
didn’t choose to be here. God chose you to be in this 
weekend, with this group, and in this community.”

Continued on page 9

Jay Ng Sy, Council / Agnus Dei BCGG

Here I am, Lord
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The popular image of St. Francis of Assisi is warped with 
romantic notions. Many see him as a sweet simpleton who 
picked flowers and talked with animals. Francis was gentle 
and loved God’s creation, but he was not naive. Just the 

opposite. As a youth he went to war eagerly, patiently endured 
imprisonment and illnesses, embraced Lady Poverty as his bride, 
and gave up everything to follow Christ. The real St. Francis of 
Assisi was a courageous spiritual warrior.

Francis’s vocation cost him dearly. Decision by decision he 
stripped himself of attachments so as to be more like Jesus. Once 
en route to a war in southern Italy, Francis heard a divine voice 
invite him to stop serving the servant and dedicate himself to the 
master. He responded by committing himself to live for God alone. 
In his early twenties Francis decided to become like the poor he met 
in Assisi’s back streets and took “Lady Poverty” as his bride. Then 
one day when Francis was praying in the dilapidated church of St. 
Damian, he heard a voice from the crucifix say, “Go and repair my 
church.” At first Francis literally worked to fix the building, but later 
understood that his real call was to renew people spiritually. From 
that day Francis devoted himself to Christ crucified. Francis’ father 
took him to the bishop’s court, demanding that his son repay the 
money he had used to repair St. Damian’s church building. The 
saint submitted, but then stripped naked, returning his clothes to his 
father as a sign that he forsook his family and his inheritance.

Then Francis began his itinerant ministry in central Italy, 
attracting young followers as he went. Once in 1209 at Mass he 
heard the gospel about Jesus sending his disciples to preach, 
to heal, and to do spiritual warfare. He took it literally as a life 
pattern for him and his band of men (see Matthew 10:7-10). In 
1210, Francis got formal approval for his community of Friars 
Minor from Pope Innocent III, and by 1221 he had hundreds of 
brothers and had established friaries all over Europe. In 1224 at 
his retreat on Mount Alvernia, Francis had a vision of a seraph, 
a great angel, nailed to a cross. As he watched, Francis himself 
received the stigmata. Replicas of the Savior’s wounds appeared 
in his hands and side, acknowledging the saint’s intimacy with 
Christ. The movement Francis launched has reverberated through 
the centuries, touching millions of souls. He died in 1226.

  Saint of thE Month

Francis of Assisi
Feast Day October 4

Saint Francis of Assisi in Ecstasy 
An oil painting by Jusepe de Ribera (1642)

Deo. I am repeatedly given the privilege 
and opportunity to fulfill my needs, even 
my wants, but I am too concerned about my 
comfort and my husband’s feelings.

God never stopped working on me. He 
continues to challenge my claim to have 
grown spiritually, but He also gives me the 
grace to face challenges by strengthening 
my faith and working on Charley’s spirituality 
so that we, as a couple, can readily heed 

His call. I am still hesitant because my 
feelings of inadequacy are more intense 
now, especially when I think of who have 
been chair couples in the past. However, I 
hold on to what I learned from the talk I’m 
no Moses… “God enables those whom He 
calls.” 

We may not have much in our heads 
but God sees what is in our hearts. I am 
also emboldened and consoled when I 

recall the words “It’s about time” which 
many esteemed members in the community 
whispered to me in warm embrace when we 
were elected. When the fear of what lies 
ahead for us creeps in, I console myself 
with the lyrics of the song Be not Afraid: 
“Be not afraid, I come before you always, 
come follow me.”

Amen… Here I am, Lord.

Here I am... continued from page 8
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Magis Deo Fun Run - 08 September 2013 (continued on page13)
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  MuSiCal notES

25th Bar

Leslie Gatchalian, Sing to the Lord BCGG

A new song to the Lord let us sing, for 
He has done wondrous deeds.

A wondrous deed indeed that the Magis Deo Chorale 
is now nearing the end of its 25th Bar, bringing with it, 
among others, a new song “I Love to Serve You Lord” 
written with the help of Fr. Manoling Francisco in one of 
their retreats.

With God’s grace, next month we will begin to sing 
the 26th Bar. As we look back we see the building and 
strengthening of the Chorale’s foundation by those who 
sang the initial and subsequent bars, giving us present 
members notes of inspiration, and models of commitment 
and gentle tenacity. They imbue hopeful courage every 
time they serve through music.

All fired up, with fortitude and willingness the present 
members continue to make better what has been started. 
We serve and reach out as an active music ministry in 
our continuing journey, as Fr. Ruben Tanseco inculcated 
in his teachings to the Community.

Our “looking up” photo depicts a choir with a burning desire to 
serve the Lord, while longing for His guidance on how to best serve 
as a Choir member and give delight to His eyes and ears.

“Blowing kisses” depicts the love the choir wants to impart 
through music in everyone's heart, and increase their love and 
trust in God.

Jumping courageously into unknown ground, the Choir through 
Boy dela Peña has committed to regular missions to visit the sick 
and handicapped brethren served by the Servants of Charity, and 
the elderly residents of Emmaus Home for the Aged. The Choir 
also does random visits to inmates of the New Bilibid Prison under 
the coordination of Anchit & Sally Chua Chiaco. The cheer and 
joy brought about through these corporal acts of mercy inspires 

the Choir even more to bring soul soothing music to our 
brothers and sisters in Christ in and out of the Magis 
Deo Community.

Presently the Choir has taken bold steps, revisiting 
the world of Catechism to hone and fortify their 
spirituality, and discern how God wishes us to make the 
most of the talents and blessings He has given us.

The upcoming “26th Bar” will be another challenge 
for us to hurdle, to reach and sing the various notes, 
tone-matched and in harmony with God’s will. For the 
26th year our prayer will be...

Give us the right voices, Lord, so we can 
be pleasing to You. Amen.
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Magis Deo Fun Run - 08 September 2013 (continued from page 11)



14 Magis

Rey Mella, Ephesians BCGG
Spiritual tidbitS and huMor

On servant leadership

In his celebrated book, Good to Great, 
Jim Collins defines a level 5 leader as 
someone who is a level 4 leader and more. 
Per Collins, a level 4 leader is someone 
who “catalyzes commitment to and vigorous 
pursuit of a clear and compelling vision, 
stimulating higher performance standards” 
while a level 5 leader is someone who 
“builds enduring greatness through a 
paradoxical blend of personal humility and 
professional will.” 

Extreme personal humil i ty and 
tremendous professional will. Over the 
years, I have worked hard to become not 
just an effective leader, but ultimately to 
become a level 5 leader, as Collins defines 
it. Being a member of a community that 
believes, espouses and practices the 4 
S’s – stewardship, simplicity, sharing and 
service – is helping me in that journey.

____________

A  young businessman had just 
started his own firm. He rented a beautiful 
office and furnished it with antiques. 
Seeing a man come into the outer office 
and wishing to appear the hot shot, the 
businessman picked up the phone and 
started to pretend he had a big deal on the 
works. He threw huge figures around and 
made giant commitments. Finally he hung 
up and asked the visitor, “Can I help you?” 
The man said, “Yeah, I’ve come to activate 
your phone lines.”

– http://www.rare-leadership.org

____________

At one time in my career, I worked in 
a company with a president who preached 
servant leadership and modified our 
organization chart to reflect that. As a 
manager of a department, my name was 
at the bottom of the chart while my direct 
reports were on top of my box/name. 
While it was a great initiative and I truly Continued on page 15

believed in the concept, from my vantage 
point our president did not possess the 
kind of humility and sense of fairness that I 
expected from a servant leader. I eventually 
parted ways with that leader.

____________

People do not care how much you 
know until they know how much you care.

– John C. Maxwell

____________

I’ve always wanted to do my own 
feeding program for street children – once a 
month of feeding maybe for 20 to 30 hungry 
children. I’ve had this in my annual goals 
for like three years. It has never taken off 
the ground.

At work, I handle the monthly leaders’ 
meeting. The objective of these meetings 
is to keep all the exempts – the engineers, 
supervisors and managers – informed. I 
have also used these meetings to teach 
leadership and to inspire people. For over 
15 years in two different companies and in 
four different factories, I have invested time 
to prepare for this monthly engagement 
with the leaders to keep them informed 
and inspired.

It is never a walk in the park. We have 
to schedule this 2-hour meeting in a very 
busy manufacturing environment and then 
expect 150 or so people to show up. Other 
managers also prepare to give their updates. 
On the other hand, I do my own readings, 
reflect on my own experiences, look for 
inspiring video clips and prepare my own 
presentation. It takes a lot of preparation 
and focus, every single month.

Perhaps, in exchange for my monthly 
feeding goal that has not taken off, I am 
doing a monthly feeding of the leaders’ 
minds.

____________

A young boy had just gotten his driving 
permit. He asked his father, a minister, if 
they could discuss the use of the car. His 
father took him to his study and said, “I’ll 
make a deal with you. You bring your grades 
up, study your Bible a little and get your hair 
cut and we’ll talk about it.”

After a month the boy came back and 
again asked his father if they could discuss 
the use of the car. They went to the father’s 
study where his father said, “Son, I’m really 
proud of you. You have brought your grades 
up, you’ve studied your Bible diligently, but 
you didn’t get your hair cut!”

The young man waited a moment and 
replied, “You know Dad, I’ve been thinking 
about that. You know, Samson had long 
hair, Moses had long hair, Noah had long 
hair, and even Jesus had long hair...”

To which his father replied, “Yes, and 
they walked every where they went!”

– www.legacee.com

____________

Our company cares very much for 
the safety of its people. I truly believe that 
safety is first among equals. In order to 
deliver our message on our commitment 
to safety, in every single first aid incident 
we make sure we react quickly and deliver 
a high quality response consistent with our 
much-verbalized safety commitment. By 
truly demonstrating what we preach, in a 
way, we practice servant leadership.

____________

A mother called her son one Sunday 
morning to get out of bed and get ready 
for Church. 

He replied, “I’m not goin’.” 
His mother said “Yes you are goin’, so 

get out of that bed.” 
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20 Papoo & Alex Reyes ME Class 102
21 Lito & Marlyn+ Gonzales John
 Buboy & Lalong Llenos ME Class 107
22 Mhon & Jacqui Buenaflor Genesis of David
 Joey & Maricel Suarez Cana
23 Allan & Joyce Espiritu ME Class 106
25 Raul & Kit Martinez Good Shepherd
26 Nasser & Josie Lubrin ME Class 106
 Petz & Ai Tabios ME Class 112
27 Joax & Ynna Camacho ME Class 112
28 Kokoi & Cheng Castañeda ME Class 99
 Arnold & Joysie Rodriguez Jeremiah-Philippians
 Boboy & Marissa Serrano Genesis of David
 Vince & Liza Tuppil ME Class 111
31 King & Len Toledo ME Class 108

Birthdays - First 10 days of  November
01 Tina Pangilinan ME Class 107
02 Natalie Acio ME Class 114
03 Vivian Ahyong Sirach
 Ciel Yap Corinthians
04 Nancy Palmario Sing to the Lord
 Flor Peralta Exodus
 Edith Prieto Genesis of David
05 Yang Reantaso ME Class 101
 Ting Yupangco Transfiguration
06 Leony Escosia Emmanuel
 Manny Gatchalian Sing to the Lord
 Malu Panlilio Mustard Seed
07 Allan Pestaño Psalm 46-Samaritans
10 Joax Camacho ME Class 112
 Apet Carranto ME Class 106
 Rowena Cristobal ME Class 109
 Tina Mossesgeld Cana
 Arlene Qui ME Class 110

Anniversaries - First 10 days of November
06 Danny & Vicky Mendoza Exodus
07 Jay-R & Leila Leccio Transfiguration

Birthdays and anniversaries... continued from page 16
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On servant leadership... continued from page 14

He replied, “Give me ONE good reason why I 
should go.” 

She replied, “I’ll give you THREE good reasons: 
1. I’m your mother, and I say you’re goin’. 2. You’re 
40 years old, so old enough to know better. 3. You’re 
the Pastor, so you need to be there.”

- www.timshen.truepath.com

____________

Servant-leadership is more than a concept, it is a 
fact. Any great leader, by which I also mean an ethical 
leader of any group, will see herself or himself as a 
servant of that group and will act accordingly.

– M. Scott Peck

… mga salitang aming binabanggit,
… mula sa mga labi na may siya’t ngiti,
… ngiti na nagsasabing “salamat sa inyong pagdating,”
… dahil sa inyo, ang okasyong ito’y naging masaya rin.

… bago pa man ang okasyong ito, lahat ay nagdarasal, 
… nawa’y maging maayos, masaya at kalugod-lugod,
… upang ang lahat ng pinagpaguran, sa inyo’y maiabot,
… nang buong puso’t walang bahid pag-iimbot.

… ako’y natutuwa, sa aking nakita
… mula sa ilang, iba’t ibang tao na di magkakakilala
… nagsama-sama upang gampanan, ang isang adhika
… kayo’y paglingkuran, mula sa simula.

… bawat isa sa amin, puyat na’t pagod,
… katawan at isipan, ibinibigay lubos,
… ginugol na oras, panahon at sakripisyo,
… ito’y paglilingkod, para sa AMA nating lubos.

… aking dinadalangin, na bawat isa sa atin,
… samahan na nabuo, nawa’y manatili’t isa-puso,
… pinagbuklod ni AMA h’wag sanang mabago,
… upang ang kanyang mga anak, mas dumami’t mas matuto.

Pasasalamat…
         Elmer & Meg Fajardo, ME 106
         Promotions and Sponsorship
                    Committee – Fun Run
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Calendar of Activities:  October - December 2013
October Venue Contacts / Sponsors
05 Sat MEFP Family Day TBA MEFP 426-4206
05 Sat Community Celebration  3/F, San Carlos Lay Formation Center North Sector, Praxis Ministry
 Election of Pastoral Council Guadalupe, Makati City South & Central BCGGs
 “Servant Leadership” 
11-13 Annual Ignatian Retreat (AIR) Tahanan Sta. Monica, Tagaytay City Suni Rodriguez 0925-808-2654 
 Fr. Vic Baltazar, SJ 
 P3,600/couple, P1,800/person
12-13 Team Training - Batch 3, Week 1 CeFam MEFP 426-4206
17 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
 Food Host: Pareja
26-27 Team Training CeFam MEFP 426-4206
November
8-10 ME-2 TBA MEFP 426-4206
09 Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Central Sector, Praxis
 “Intimacy: The Heart of Community” Guadalupe, Makati City MFM, OM, North and South BCGGs
14  Council and Ministry Heads Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
 Food Host: MDC
22 4th Tanseco Cup Manila Southwoods Golf & Country Club MEFP 426-4206
23 Fr. Ruben Tanseco’s Birthday
23 Sat Culmination of Magis 25th Anniversary Decagon Silver City, Julia Vargas Avenue, Magis Deo 426-7191
   Pasig City (beside Tiendesitas) 
24 Tidbits for the Body and Soul Makati Medical Center Jun & Merce Macalintal 0917-894-5979 
29-Dec1 Marriage Encounter Weekend BLD Covenant House Ike & Josie Llamas 821-0639
 ME Class 115,  P3, 400/couple Dasmariñas, Cavite
 S.D. – Fr. James Gascon, SJ   
December
08 Sun Family Day (Magis Christmas Party) TBA All Sectors
12  Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191

 Lalong Llenos ME Class 107
19 Remy Castro Easter
 Kaye Competente ME Class 113
 Mel Filart ME Class 112
 Jang Gatbonton ME Class 112
 Nito Lada ME Class 109
 Elaine Serranilla ME Class 114
21 Ariel Fernandez ME Class 104
 Alice Go Beatitudes
22 Ed Palma Cana
24 Gilbert Espiritu ME Class 102
 Jovel Sergio ME Class 107
 Liza Tuppil ME Class 111
25 Jo Almodovar Mt. Olivet
 Karen Madrid John
26 Cyn Domalaon ME Class 106
 Carlo Ledesma ME Class 102
 Ed Nabong ME Class 107
27 Gina Laguio ME Class 107
28 Papoo Reyes ME Class 102
29 Iraida Lanuza ME Class 113
 Ariel Palomique ME Class 89
30 Louren Dacanay Song of Ruth
31 Jojo Espiritu ME Class 101

October Wedding Anniversaries
08 Ranfu & Bianca Rufino ME Class 111
 Ian & Jhune Vinas Tala
10 Albert & Pam Narciso Psalm 46-Samaritans
15 Butch & Joey Vargas Easter
17 Cesar & Marivic Pareja Agnus Dei
18 Poroy & Irene Camba ME Class 106
 Dennis & Jovelyn Joaquin ME Class 101
 Carlo & Becky Ledesma ME Class 102
19 Henry & Alma Cornejo Archangel Gabriel
 Neil & Joanne Toledo ME Class 110

Continued on page 15

October Birthday Celebrants
01 Chayong Lumanglas ME Class 113
 Purita Manalo ME Class 98
 Gi Valencia Easter
02 Becky Dizon Archangel Gabriel
 Lyn Ebardo Jeremiah-Philippians
03 Doffs Concha ME Class 111
04 Onald Dacanay ME Class 106
05 Jun Macalintal Remnants
 Joysie Rodriguez Jeremiah-Philippians
 Tes Santiago ME Class 108
 Celso Servano ME Class 109
06 Bing-bong Panganiban ME Class 111
07 Pete Nabong Thessalonians
 Arcie Ricalde ME Class 108
08 Ferdie Cruz Beatitudes
 Joel Estrada Emmanuel
09 Charito Dimayuga Sirach
 Elmer Fajardo ME Class 106
 Leni Sanchez Tala
10 Mhon Buenaflor Genesis of David
 Frank Reyes Jeremiah-Philippians
12 Mond Dawis ME Class 106
 Atoy Dy-Po ME Class 99
 Anne Gayanelo ME Class 111
 Apin Llamas Corinthians
 Belen Mangahas ME Class 107
 Edward Palicdon ME Class 102
13 Celebelle Chincuanco ME Class 114
 Dewey Chua Jeremiah-Philippians
 Raymon Ebardo Tala
14 Virgie Abella Mustard Seed
 Josie Lubrin ME Class 106
15 Rosauro Acio ME Class 114
16 Eve Bañez Agnus Dei
17 Angie Oracion ME Class 106
18 Labeng Beltran Genesis of David


