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A pioneer in the community since 
1985 who continues to be active despite the 
passing of her husband more than 14 years 
ago; a loving wife and mother celebrating 
her 21st year of service to the community; 
and a pillar of the Marriage Encounter 
Weekend who was touched when she took 
her own ME Weekend 29 years ago. Marcia 
Balderas, Maricel Suarez and Josie Llamas. 
These are the women of Magis Deo who 
shared their experiences and thoughts on 
their faith in God and in our community. Their 
sharing made most of their contemporaries 
misty-eyed, as they reminisced about their 
own experiences during the formative 
years of the community; the new members 
of the community were likewise transfixed 
in their seats, full of amazement as they 
were inspired by the insights given by 
these remarkable women. (Their respective 
talks are featured in this issue of the Magis 
Newsletter).

Our Spiritual Director, Fr. James 
Gascon, SJ, synthesized their talks to 
drive home the key points of each lady’s 
sharing. He began by expressing his 
appreciation for the three women who 
shared their experiences regarding Faith 
in the Community. He emphasized that 
these were “Foundational Sharings” that 
help establish our faith in our community. 
Following St. Ignatius’ way of selecting three 
main ideas from every teaching, Fr. James 
proceeded to highlight the three points of 
each sharer’s talk.

Fr. James observed that the first thing 
Tita Marcia shared was that her faith in 
the community is a personal relationship; 
it began with a personal experience from 
the time she took her own ME Weekend 
and Spiritual Deepening Workshop way 
back in 1985. Second, she shared that 
her experience of faith is a process; a 
journey that started when they accepted 
assignments even though the community 
was not as structured as it is today. They 

grew with the community. As a third point, 
Tita Marcia ended her sharing with the 
message that faith in the community is a 
commitment. The community is part of her 
life and she will be with Magis Deo until the 
day she dies.

Mar icel  began her  shar ing by 
reminiscing how she couldn’t say no 
to Tita Cathy Rafael who invited her to 
an ME Weekend in 1992. Though a bit 
hesitant at the start, once she joined, 
that was it; because for her, joining the 
community is based on faith. Magis Deo 
is a community, not a club or corporation. 
Joining a community is coupled with a 
commitment. Her faith in the community 
is exemplified by growth: her personal 
growth and helping others grow in faith. 
As Fr. James emphasized, Maricel’s 
faith in the community can be seen “sa 

pagkabuo ng sariling pagkatao at pagkatao 
ng iba.” In short, for Maricel, her being in 
the community is a ministry, where one 
accepts assignments in the service of 
others, and this service eventually redounds 
to the strengthening of one’s own faith and 
capabilities.

For Tita Josie, Fr. James pointed out her 
view of the reality of faith in the community 
as a challenge; especially when frustrations 
and disappointments arise. These are 
merely tests which allow one to increase 
one’s faith in God and in the community. 
Faith in the community is likewise a quieting 
down, isang pananahimik, paghihinay-
hinay. It is an opportunity to listen to what 
God wants us to do. Her third point is very 
important: sharing. While she believed that 
her experiences in the community deepened 

Continuing the previous month’s format where four gentlemen shared how they practiced the 4 S’s,  
at the August ComCeleb (L to R) Maricel Suarez, Marcia Balderas and Josie Llamas shared their 
faith experiences in the Magis Deo Community.
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he last words of Christ in 
today’s Gospel reading are 
very meaningful, challenging, 
and disturbing: “Much will be 
required of the person entrusted 

with much, and still more will be demanded 
of the person entrusted with more.” (Lk. 
12: 48). More of what? Nothing more and 
nothing less than our time, talents, and 
treasures. For now, let us just focus on 
the last of the three, because of what was 
published in The Philippine Star this past 
August 2: a list of the 50 richest persons/
families in our country. They are worth a 
combined $65.8 billion, more than a quarter 
of our country’s gross domestic product, 
according to the Forbes research study.

Let us even presume that they are all 
contributing to charity, and some in very 
generous ways. But overall, this socio-
economic situation is definitely not God’s 
loving plan for a more equitable distribution 
of God’s resources. This is one of the major 
concerns of our new religious leader, Pope 
Francis.

Much has been said and written about 
the simplicity of his lifestyle and his concern 
for the poor, even before he was elected as 
Pope. He even resides now in a modest 
suite in the Domus Sanctae Marthae rather 
than in the cavernous papal apartment. The 
National Catholic Reporter for June 21 - July 
4 expressed the special concern of Pope 
Francis for poverty and the poor. He was 
quoted as saying that “while the income 
of a minority is increasing exponentially, 
that of the majority is crumbling…. This 
imbalance results from ideologies which 
uphold the absolute autonomy of markets 
and financial speculation, and thus deny 

T the right of control to states, which are 
themselves charged with providing for the 
common good… a savage capitalism that 
has taught the logic of profit at all cost, of 
giving to get, of exploitation without looking 
at the persons… and we see the results in 
the crisis we are living!”

Pope Francis must have embraced 
the spiritual teachings and lifestyle of St. 
Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the Jesuit 
Order to which Pope Francis belongs. As 
many of us know, St. Ignatius originally 
belonged to a rich, noble Basque family in 
the kingdom of Castille. As an officer in the 
service of the king of Spain, he got seriously 
wounded in a battle in Pamplona against the 
French. While going through a long period 
of recuperation in their family castle, he 
read a series of the lives of saints, which 
brought about his religious conversion. The 
rest is history.

The Jesuit Order grew in numbers 
throughout the centuries, in different parts 
of the world, including the Philippines. But 
human as we are, the original Ignatian 
charism had to be renewed from time to 
time, including the Ignatian lifestyle of 
simplicity and poverty. In fact, in the Jesuit 
General Congregation 32 (1974-1975), 
there was a decree specifically on poverty. 
Let me quote just one small part:

“The standard of living of our houses 
should not be higher than that of a family of 
slender means whose providers must work 
hard for its support… The need for reform 
is so frequently evident and demanded by 
so many Provincial Congregations that 
no person or community may decline this 
examination.” (#263).

In this context, it saddens me deeply 
that in our own third world country, the 
majority of Jesuits are assigned to the 
different Ateneos, from Ateneo de Manila 
to Ateneo de Zamboanga. And in the eyes 
of most Filipino lay people, we Jesuits are 
identified more with the rich than with the 
poor. Our personal and communal process 
of discernment must not stop. Lord, draw 
us closer to your way, which St. Ignatius 
followed, and Pope Francis is doing.

One saving factor in this regard is the 
missionary work of a small number of our 
Jesuits in Mindanao, especially among 
the Umayamnon indigenous people (IP) 
of Bukidnon. Our Jesuit Bukidnon Mission 
District includes Cabanglasan, Malaybalay, 
Miarayon, Pangantucan, and Zamboangita. 

Let me just focus on our missionary work for 
the Umayamnon and Sulitnon indigenous 
tribes of Bukidnon. They are among the 
poorest and less developed, inhabiting the 
mountainous borders of Bukidnon.

Fr. Mateo Sanchez, SJ, who has been 
doing full time missionary work there for 
many years, gives us the details of how our 
indigenous families live, work, and survive. 
First of all, they practice the kaingin system 
of farming that produces upland rice in 
small quantities that last for only a couple of 
months. For the rest of the year, they have 
camote as their staple food. Their source 
of income is abaca, which grows there in 
abundance.

Formal and informal educational 
programs have been going on, with the 
help of foreign funding agencies. Several 
housing projects have also been done 
in those inaccessible IP villages, where 
the families used to live in their kaingin in 
forested areas, in huts made of bark and 
leaves of trees. Sustainable agriculture is 
another ongoing project, with the help of 
another foundation. But all these are still 
inadequate in helping those indigenous 
families live decent, human lives. They are 
the poorest of the poor among our people. 
They need more help.

Likewise, with the incredible number of 
poor families all over our country. They need 
much more help, not only from Jesuits, but 
from all of us who have been entrusted by 
God with much, and with more. This is not 
just God’s request but His command. We 
better follow Him, or else…

Much... more
Sunday Homily
11 August 2013

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ
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EditorialEditorial

Celebrating community
Tony del Rosario, John BCGG

N WHAT IS TO BE a year-long celebration, 
we are marking the 25th year of Magis Deo 
this year. Some of us joined Magis Deo earlier, 
others came later, some of us came softly and 
serenely, others came after much confrontation 
with self, with our spouse and with GOD. 

No matter the manner of our entry, we celebrate the 
GOODNESS of GOD who is everywhere and in all things. 
This is a beautiful Ignatian set of mind as we call ourselves 
followers of St. Ignatius of Loyola in the Community of 
Magis Deo. 

There are various ways we may see a follower of 
Ignatius: as the universal, prayerful man who sees GOD in 
all creation, the men of action who braved the New World 
and the jungles of South America, the steppes of Asia, or 
our own islands in the Pacific (until they were recalled), the 
family man trying to be faithful to the four S’s of Ignatian 
Spirituality, or our Magis Deo BCGG’s trying to reach out 
to the poor in Payatas, in AYA’s GK in Multinational Village, 
Parañaque or Danny Dimayuga’s in Batangas, etc. 

On Sunday, August 11, 2013 John BCGG and ME 
106 sponsored a half-day dental teach-in for the children 
at AYA’s GK Village through the initiative of Lito Gonzales, 
Claro Santos and his dentist son Carlo. Toothbrushes 
and toothpaste were welcome giveaways for the kids 
and for some not so young. Great “lugao” followed the 
teach-in. I had not been to AYA’s GK in a little while so I 
took the opportunity to walk about and catch up with the 
changes. In the process, I chanced upon an older person 
resting under the gentle Sunday sun. Recognizing me, 
he mentioned having volunteered along with four others 
from AYA’s GK to donate blood for my heart by-pass 
operation some years ago. Then pointing proudly to the 
newly reconstructed canal in front of us, he said: “Wala 
na kami baha diri.” 

Little did we know that in nine days, sustained rains 
and floods in Central Luzon and Greater Metro Manila last 
week would isolate AYA’s GK Village. Much dislocation 
would be suffered by over a million people in these areas, 
with fortunately low casualties reported to date. Magis 
Deo’s GK Project in Multinational Village was flooded and 
isolated for several days. Truly bayanihan, those living on 
the second floor of the GK housing units accommodated 
their neighbors living on the ground floor. Food and water 
were shared for several days among them until relief 
supplies got through. 

The prompt response of Magis Deo to the challenges of 
nature has been a good test about how we are trying to live 
our 4 S’s of Stewardship, Simplicity, Sharing and Service. 
But the immediate crisis promises future repetition that may 
be more damaging, and not as short-lived. Major, long-term 
solutions are needed to avoid a cycle of repetition that may 
be substantially more serious than the last. 

There is an emerging issue: the potential loss of 
confidence and support for President Aquino. The Priority 
Development Assistance Fund (PDAF) scams we have been 
reading about in the press call for courageous solutions. 
These may limit his ability to govern in the absence of 
“incentives,” in the absence of a directive regime. We have 
a duty to demonstrate support for him when he takes difficult 
positions for our country, but also to show him we will not 
support the old way.

Before the gathered press, President Aquino with Senate 
President Franklin Drilon and Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Feliciano Belmonte jointly announced the 
decision of Government to abolish the abused PDAF. 

The proposed retention of the PDAF in a new, significantly 
increased budget, even if subjected to the administration’s 
budget process, may be an indication of a readiness “to 
continue to play ball the same old way.” 

President Aquino must show that “daang matuwid” is still 
alive. The “million persons” protest demonstration tomorrow 
must convert itself into a dedicated, continuing citizens’ 
watchdog to support the President and his administration in 
that effort. 

Postscript
Lito, Anchit and I have just come back from Luneta Park. 

It was very well attended despite the gentle rain that would 
periodically bless us for showing up and speaking with our 
feet. Anchit even took a picture of me in front of a rather 
insulting poster of the President. My daughter-in-law likes 
him. I hope she will not get mad at me. I hope our President 
will not get mad at us. I hope he will get mad instead at the 
selfish people who stand in the way of our being a more 
truly caring, self-respecting nation again. President Noynoy 
Aquino is the son of very distinguished parents. Being the 
son of Ninoy and Cory must sometimes be a very heavy 
burden. But there is only one “President Noynoy.” He is Our 
President. He should look at us as His allies. Let us help him 
BE the President of All of us.

I
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CounCil CornEr

“Padre, lakad ka ba bukas?”

What an unexpected question almost three 
years ago from a friend, and we have been walking 
together since then most of every Saturday and 
Sunday mornings .

I’ve been doing this simple exercise long before 
my friend joined me. What used to be a lonely trek 
became an inexhaustible source of learnings on how 
to live our lives. 

To quote an item I read recently, “Our spiritual 
life is like a race, if we decide to avoid the pains 
involved in running the race, we risk never reaching 
the finish line.”

Then came the proposal for our community 
to have a fun run as part of our 25th anniversary 
celebration. I readily agreed, but knowing my 
limitations, stubbornly insisted to make it a fun run/
walk. 

Fun run.
Fun walk.
Getting to know others.
Building relationships.
Appreciating creation.
Intimacy with Creator,
Our ever loving GOD!!!

With these in mind, I volunteered ME Class 
106 to be part of the fun run/walk committee. They 
responded well, attended meetings, met other 
members, but more importantly, learned lessons in 
humility, begging and running after sponsors and 
donors. A lifetime of learnings in so short a time. 

Here is a short reflection from Boy de Leon ( ME 
Class 106):

“All for service to GOD and to the community”... 
this thought has guided me the moment I accepted 
my being volunteered to join the organizing team of 
the fun run/walk with the other generous couples and 
individuals from other ME classes.

The sense of community was immediately 
apparent. Each one in the team accepted their roles 
without hesitation. These are tasking roles considering 
that these were new add-ons to each one’s day job, 
made more difficult by the expected weekday or 
weekend meetings. I believe that my agreeing to tackle 
these challenges was guided by my belief that GOD 
will always be present, extending a helping hand to me 
and all members of the team. I held on to this belief 
throughout the many days of our preparation. And to 
this date, I surely believe that one can’t go wrong if 
one is doing anything to glorify HIS name.

From the point of view of the four S’s we try to 
define how we in the community should run/walk 
our lives, these reflections: Stewardship – the main 
responsibility is entrusted to ME Classes 102 and 106, 
under the guiding hearts and eyes of council members. 
Simplicity – simple but beautifully designed t-shirt that 
goes with the participant’s fee. Sharing and Service – 
spending time, treasure and talents to ensure success 
of the activity and, as mentioned earlier, running after 
sponsors, etc. More and more people are becoming 
aware of our community, our mission and vision.

Being with our community has enriched my life, 
strengthened my faith, kept my hopes alive, and, more 
importantly, kept reminding me of the virtue of charity, 
that of loving GOD and others.

Let us run/walk our lives together. 
To my dear friend,

Padre, lakad pa tayo.

Fun Run / Walk

Lito Gonzales
Council / John BCGG
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An incredible journey Sally G. Chua Chiaco, John BCGG

Continued on page 17

The Jeff Cavins’ Catholic Bible study 
program proved different. Its primary goal 
is to draw people “into a transformative 
encounter with Jesus Christ” by seeing 
“God’s plan of sheer goodness as it 
unfolds in Scripture and through tradition 
in the Church.” (Ref: Introduction to The 
Bible Timeline). The program is essentially 
self-study and is organized for easy 
understanding. First, the program simplifies 
learning by focusing on just 14 books (out 
of 73) that tell the story from Creation 
(Genesis) to the Church (Acts). Reading 
the 14 narrative books is mandatory if we 
wish to be able to do the homework, about 
8 to 10 questions in a workbook. Second, 
all students meet in the parish hall as a 
class every 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the 
month. In the meeting sessions, we go over 
the assignment in small discussion groups 
of 8 to 10 members, watch a video of Jeff 
Cavins explaining the readings (standard 
50 minutes), and listen to the priest-guide 
clarify questions. We are given the “official” 
responses to our homework questions at 
the end of the class. A class takes at most 
2-1/2 hours.

Between Anchit and me, it is I who is 
into Bible reading and similar activities. But 
for some reason, it was Anchit who was 
more determined to go through the program. 
He was never bored, and he did his 
assignments diligently, even reading Bible 
commentaries and other reference books. 
He had a minor complaint, which was that 
he felt pressure from me and from his group 
mates who made Bible study a career.

The program was hard work and not 
without problems. No matter how we tried 
to protect our 1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 
absences could not be avoided. But we 
made sure not to skip the readings and 
assignments. We looked forward to each 
class because we learned so much. Every 
time the Jeff Cavins video was done, I 
would tell myself, “ang galing!”, and that 
was enough motivation to attend the next 
class.

On May 2, 2012, nine Bible enthusiasts from Magis Deo showed up for the first class of the 
Jeff Cavins “The Bible Timeline: The Story of Salvation Catholic Bible Study” at the St. James 
the Great Parish Hall in Alabang. They were aware that the Bible study program would go 
on for 23 more classes over the next year but no one knew for sure if he would be able to 
complete it. On July 3, 2013, eight students graduated from the program: Clockwise, from 
top left: Eli Prieto, Anchit Chua Chiaco, Bambi Narciso, Tony Narciso, Aida del Rosario, Sally 
Chua Chiaco, Mary Anne Alfonso, and Edith Prieto. (The ninth student, Fil Alfonso, received 
his certificate of completion from the Great Teacher Himself.)

Studying the Bible has always been in my bucket 
list. Although I had almost too much of Religion 
and Theology from kinder to college with Belgian 
nuns, I always felt that there was so much more 
to know. However, self-study in the absence of a 
system didn’t work, and attempts to join two Bible 

classes were short-lived because the classes were too focused 
on the teacher and not interesting enough.
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I  f e l t 
sa fe  and 
secure wi th in 
my ME Class and was 
very contented until I came 
upon a 2009 article in the Magis Deo 
Newsletter. The article warned against 
insularity within BCGGs and ME Classes. 
It encouraged Magis Deo members to leave 
the comforts of their small groups and reach 
out to the bigger Magis Deo Community.

After reading this article, I was disturbed. 
Magis Deo is such a big community. How on 
earth am I going to have a close relationship 
with all these people? I felt pressured.

I carried this disturbance within me 
while ME 94 merged with ME 95 to form 
the Easter BCGG in 2010. Easter BCGG 
flourished and quickly became a tight-knit 
group. Several of our members ventured 
out and became active in the different 
ministries.

It has been three years since the 
Easter BCGG was commissioned. We are 
now like family to one another and still I am 
disturbed. I keep remembering the article I 
came upon in 2009. I feel guilty because 
I am still unable to form deep friendships 

with most of the other Magis 
Deo members outside my 

BCGG. Oftentimes, it is just at 
the Hi-Hello level. Again, the question 
arises: How can I become close to 

all these people who, according to 
records, number around 268 active 
members? I presented my question 

to my husband Ricky. His reply was, “YOU 
CAN’T!”

Ricky’s answer stumped me most 
especially since he is someone who feels 
quite comfortable not just within the BCGG 
but in the bigger Magis Deo setting as 
well. I also considered his answer sort of 
defeatist. He said, “I’m not being defeatist. 
I’m just being realistic. The ComCel occurs 
only once a month and there is not enough 
time for individual faith sharing that leads 
to deep relationships. Besides, how can 
you possibly be in close friendship with 
268 people? You’re obsessing again. Deal 
with it.” 

Based on the huge number of Magis 
Deo members, it will surely take me more 
than my lifetime to be in close friendship 
with each and every one of them. To curb 
my obsessive tendencies and to save 
myself from disillusionment, I decided to 
scale down my ambition and, as Ricky 

I joined an ME Class five years ago. 
We were labelled ME 94. I was active in the 
reunions because I got curious about the 
whole thing. Although I am a cynic, the faith 
sharing intrigued me. As I participated in it, 
I became less cynical and more generous. I 
was also pleasantly surprised at how all the 
sharing helped the members of ME 94 to 
become good friends. 

said, to “deal with it.” I realized it would 
be easier for me to take things slow in the 
friendship building process. I can only do 
this one person at a time because God did 
not make me an extrovert. I also feel that 
if I build friendships slowly and not rush for 
the sake of numbers, the friendships will be 
deeper and more sincere. I resolved that 
this is how I will “deal with it.” 

I like being in Magis Deo even if I don’t 
know everyone here. Building relationships 
and deepening them can never be an 
instant phenomenon. It’s a long process so 
I might as well relax and enjoy the journey. 
I hope this little article will be of help to all 
the members of the ME Classes who are 
making their way into the Magis Deo world. 
I also hope this will help BCGG members 
who feel the same way I do.

To sum it up, God offered me a great 
adventure and that is to join the Magis Deo 
Community. He challenged me to go out 
of my comfort zone. Since my motto is, 
“HINDI AKO MAGPAPATALO SA DIYOS,” 
I accepted God’s challenge. I’m glad I did 
and I have to admit that SOMETIMES, God 
knows best. 

Sometimes or at all times? That is my 
question. God’s reply: “At all times so DEAL 
WITH IT!”

Clyde/Patchot Abapo (Jeremiah-Philippians)
Marcia Balderas (Archangel Gabriel)
Ed/Tatic Castillo (Cana)
Uriel/Yella Castillo (Archangel Gabriel)
Harry/Helen Chua (Sirach)
Jon/Kleng Cobico (Thessalonians)
Ferdie Cruz (Beatitudes)
Henry/Gay Cruz (Psalm 46-Samaritans)
Rufo/Louren Dacanay (Song of Ruth)
Regie/Daisy De Guzman (Corinthians)
Benz/Vina Dimanalata (Good Shepherd)

Rudy/Lyn Ebardo (Jeremiah-Philippians)
Mon/Alice Go (Beatitudes)
Apin/Chie Llamas (Corinthians)
Rey/Lucy Mella (Ephesians)
Djarn Pestaño (Sirach)
Eli/Edith Prieto (Genesis of David)
Nilo/Lou Sta. Maria (Magnificat)
Joey/Maricel Suarez (Tala)
Mon/Glo Umali (Magnificat)
Ricky/Gi Valencia (Easter)
Butch/Joey Vargas (Easter)
Noel/Yayette Ventigan (John)

Pastoral Council 
Eligibles

Approved during the 
15 August 2013

Pastoral Council Meeting
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Continued on page 21

Sharing on Service

The theme of our July 2013 Community Celebration was “Liv-
ing the 4 S’s.” Four elders of the community, Eli Prieto, Jr., Mon-
chito Mossesgeld, Jun Sison and Tony del Rosario, shared how 

they practice simplicity, service, sharing and stewardship, re-
spectively. We serialize their talks/sharings starting with Eli’s in 
the August issue, and Monchito’s in this issue.  -  RCD

Monchito Mossesgeld, Cana BCGG

Good afternoon. My wife Tina and I have been with Magis 
Deo since it started. Tina was the one who suggested the name 
Magis Deo. That is her claim to fame. And my claim to fame is that 
I am married to her. 

The community values of Stewardship, Simplicity and Sharing 
were introduced and taught to us by Fr. Ruben Tanseco, SJ even 
before we were founded as a community. When Magis Deo was 
founded, its founders and first members decided to include a 
fourth community value, Service, to emphasize that our way of 
life as individuals, couples, families and as a community must be 
characterized by reaching out to others, taking care of their needs 
and working for their good.

Service is aligned with being “Couples for Others,” which we 
learned during our ME Weekend. As “Couples for Others,” we are 
called to give ourselves in the service of others in all the spheres 
of our life – families, our friends, our co-workers, our Magis Deo 
community, our country and particularly those who have less in 
life than us.

When we serve, we are therefore faithful to our calling as 
couples and to our God.

Everything – our selves, our lives, families, capabilities, 
possessions – are gifts from God. Service is a response out 
of gratitude for all of these, an expression of thanksgiving as 
individuals, couples, and families and as a community for all that 
we have and all that we are. Because we are grateful, we take care 
of the needs of others. We serve.

In serving, we follow the example of Christ who said to his 
apostles, “I am among you as one who serves” and “The Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve.” In serving, we also live 
out what Ignatius of Loyola encourages us to do: “In everything, to 
love and to serve.” In serving, we share, as co-creators, in God’s 
saving work in the world.

This is what I believe the value of service is all about. How do 
Tina and I serve? 

Tina and I serve the Magis Deo Community. We have served 
in various capacities: team couple, BCGG Head Couple, Ministry 
Head Couple, Pastoral Council member Couple and Pastoral 
Council Head Couple. It was not always easy to accept these 
responsibilities. At times, we were reluctant for many good reasons: 
we were not ready, we were not worthy, we were not capable, we 
were busy with work and our family, we have served long enough, 
it was time to give others an opportunity, etc. 

But we realized that God has been very good to us and these 
positions and assignments were God’s invitations to respond in 
gratitude and to be His co-workers here on earth. We also realized 
that we have grown so much in Magis Deo and were very grateful 
to the community. So, after prayer and reflection, we said “yes.” 
Lately, we have slowed down a lot in the community and simply 
serve as advisors and committee members because it seems to 
us that now, this is how God is asking us to serve the community 
and participate in His work through it.

Our experience in serving the community has taught us the 
importance of prayer seeking God’s leading and will. If we had just 
considered our own preferences and wishes, we would have said 
“no” many times. We would not have found the reasons to say “yes” 
out of gratitude to God and Magis Deo. 

Another form of service is attending our Cana BCGG meetings. 
The BCGG is a small growth community where each member helps 
the other members grow. We attend BCGG meetings not only for 
our spiritual growth but just as importantly because in the BCGG 
we are able help our co-members grow spiritually. We aren’t there 
to benefit only ourselves; we are there for others. 

We also serve others through the Magis Deo Community. 
Cana, the BCGG we belong to, served by sponsoring a Couple 
Program: Lakas ng Mag-asawa (CPLM) program for couples from 
Laiya, Batangas, where our BCGG Head, Ed and Tatic Castillo, 
have a home. We sponsored the CPLM because our couple 
relationships have become enriched and are centered on God 
because of our ME weekend and we wanted those couples to 
share in the same grace. 
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Community and Faith
Marcia Balderas, Archangel Gabriel BCGG

Good afternoon, fellow Magis Deo 
members. I was asked to talk about 
“Community and Faith” because 

of my seniority. I will be 75 years old this 
August.  I share a birthday with FPJ and 
our birthday falls between Quezon City Day 
and the anniversary of the assassination of 
Ninoy Aquino.

When I was young, I attended Catholic 
schools from Grade School to College. My 
Catholic faith was ritualistic and routine.

When my husband Bobby and I took 
the ME Weekend in 1985 and eventually 
the Spiritual Deepening Weekend with 
Fr. Ruben Tanseco, I experienced an 
awakening of my faith. I began to have a 
more personal relationship with God and my 
faith began to grow a little bit deeper.

I sincerely believe that all the Magis 
Deo activities I got involved in paved the 
way to a more heartfelt faith. (Medyo 
mahaba lang ito kasi matanda na ako.)

Bobby and I belonged to the first-ever 
BCGGs. We had as our shepherds the Uy-
Tiocos, the Mossesgelds, the Pisons and 
the Narcisos.

For ten years, from 1989 until my 
husband passed away in May 1999, 
Bobby and I shepherded Archangel Gabriel 
BCGG. At that time, Magis Deo was not 
as organized as it is today. There were 
no seminars or training for shepherds. 
So when we were appointed to head a 
BCGG, we simply followed what our former 
shepherds did by example. (There were no 
cell phones then. We followed up on our 
members by landline, telegram or through 
notes dropped off in their respective houses. 
I remember that one of our early members, 
Noel Resurreccion, even told his wife Gigi, 
“Pumunta na nga tayo sa meeting. Ang 
kukulit ng matatandang ito.”)

Today, Archangel Gabriel has expanded 
to 6 groups. Some of its members became 
BCGG heads or sharers for LSS, ME, BEM 
or Family Encounter. The Quimels now 
head Exodus BCGG. The Resurreccions 
were LSS and ME sharers. The Onas were 
ME and BEM sharers. The Dizons were LSS 
and BEM sharers. The Concepcions were 
Family Encounter sharers.

Our home was and continues to be 
the venue for BCGG meetings, Interfaces, 
North Sector meetings, and sometimes, 
ME reunions.

Bobby and I were in the Council for 2 
terms. We headed what is now known as 
Praxis and the Shepherding Ministry.

We shepherded  severa l  LSS 
candidates at the time when LSS was still 
done by Magis Deo. During LSS, I often 
stayed in the vigil room.

We were likewise in charge of the 
Liturgy Ministry from the outset. The Arceos 
and the Alberts took over for a couple 
of years. Today, I once again head the 
Ministry.

I am also in charge of the Prayer 
Brigade, asking members to join us in 
prayer for those who are sick. Often, 
members ask for prayers but fail to inform 
us if the person has healed or died. We 
continue to pray for healing even when 
the person we are praying for has already 
died!

I am the Treasurer of my own BCGG. 
Today we have senior members who 
jokingly ask for a senior discount on their 
monthly dues of P300 per couple.

I taught Catechism for 4 years to the 
children of the soldiers in Camp Bago 
Bantay and for a year sa Ilalim ng Tulay 
in Paco. 

For 3 years, I worked with the Panlilios, 
the Arceos and Ferdie Cruz at the Sto. Niño 
Chapel in Payatas, giving and following 
up Suyuans. The couples who took the 5 
Suyuans in Payatas attended the recent 
TAG affair of Magis Deo.

I went to most of the Magis Deo 
outreaches – to Anduyan, La Union; the 
Aetas of Zambales; the typhoon victims of 
Pampanga; and Project Tule in Payatas. 
I was present in BEMs, ME Haranas, 
community celebrations, annual family 
days, seminars, recollections, retreats and 
prayer workshops. I have attended the 
Widow’s Retreat. But what I value most 
are the Annual Ignatian Retreats, of which 
I have attended 10.

All these activities offered by Magis 
Deo help deepen my faith, making it more 
intimate and more personal.

I have learned not just to recite the 
rosary but meditate on its mysteries, relating 
them to the events of my daily life. I read, 
meditate and contemplate on the Gospel for 
the day, perform an examen of conscience, 
and write on my one-on-one journal with the 
Lord. I no longer just attend but participate 
in daily Mass. All these I do not because I 
have to but because I want to.

Magis Deo taught me to focus not on 
my wants but on my needs. I continue to 
hope that I can faithfully practice the 3 S’s 
– Simplicity, Sharing and Service – so that I 
can become a good steward of the Lord.

One’s faith or spiritual journey is a 
process. I have found that mine has been 
progressively becoming deeper and coming 
from the heart. I hope that in time, my faith 
would have gone from head to heart to 
foot. With God’s grace and Magis Deo’s 
continuous nurturing, I hope my faith will 
one day reach its peak. 

A community like Magis Deo should 
really be a part of one’s life. From my end, 
I can say that I will be with Magis Deo until 
I die.
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Maricel Suarez, Tala BCGG

October 22, 2013 will be our 24th 
wedding anniversary. It will 
also be our 21st year with the 
Magis Deo community. 21 of 

our 24 years as a couple have been with 
the community. I celebrate in my heart the 
joy and thanksgiving of this gift of love and 
faith. 

I was 30 years old and Joey was 31, 
and we were in our 3rd year as a married 
couple when we had our ME Weekend in 
1992. Who could refuse my Lola Cathy who 
prodded us to join the weekend? She was 
too charming, one can only say yes!

We went through the weekend with 
a bit of hesitation because we really did 
not have major issues then. However, 
we welcomed the idea because we were 
given tools to handle future problems in 
our married life. We religiously joined ME 
reunions and formation programs offered 
by the community. Little did we know this 
was the beginning of our community life. 
Little did I know this was the beginning of 
my journey with God.

We took the challenge of being members 
of a community – we committed ourselves 
to meetings on weekends, community 
celebrations once a month, formation 
programs and retreats. After our ME 
sponsoring weekend, we found ourselves 
saying yes to the invitation to serve. We 
were childless after all, so why not take the 
challenge even if we felt undeserving and 
inadequate. Our community service started 
with our shepherding an ME Class. It was 
quite scary yet we said yes even if we felt 
we were too young to shepherd couples 
much older than us. We got involved 
with four ME classes, either as Assistant 
Shepherds or as Shepherds. Paano namin 
ginawa, hindi ko alam. All we knew was to 
open our hearts, trust our elders and most 
of all God’s guiding power. 

 Later, we got more involved in different 
ministries like the Outreach Ministry through 
the Suyuan, Formation Ministry and the 
Pastoral Council. We breathe in Magis Deo 
and breathe out Magis Deo. Yes lang ng 
yes, we did not think of what it takes. Yes 
lang ng yes, bahala na lang si Lord. Yes 
ng yes kasi yun ang alam namin na dapat 

Faith in the Community
An invitation to serve more

gawain. Yes ng yes, kahit minsan labag sa 
kalooban. Ayaw sa una, pero ginagawa 
pa rin. 

What really is Magis Deo to me?  
My life in the community is parallel to my 
journey in life. Two railways beside each 
other. This is where I grew up. From a 
young bride who was childless for 7 years, 
thru my midlife transition, and now in my 
50s, my journey would have been different 
if I didn’t have a community called Magis 
Deo. I have a support group that listens to 
me with love and concern. Challenges are 
perceived differently because I am strongly 

guided by a faith called Ignatian Spirituality. 
Through Formation retreats, teachings 
and weekly prayer meetings, nabuo ang 
malaking bahagi ng aking pagkatao. Little 
by little, I got to know myself better. 

Higit sa lahat, dito ko nakilala ang aking 
Diyos at kung paano nabuo ang aming 
pagkakaibigan. My Retreat in Daily Life 
experience, for one, has taught me to take 
my daily prayers seriously. I got to know in 
a deeper way my living God, who loves me, 
and meets me where I am. 

Tala BCGG: Top photo, left to right: Froilan and Jenny Palencia; Ricky and Nikki Perez; 
Jason and Leni Sanchez;  Ian and Jhune Vinas; Caloy and Charm Ang; Raymon and 
Rache Ebardo, Shepherd Couple Joey and Maricel Suarez.  (Not in photo: Manny and 
Nancy Martin.)

Continued on page 17
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Josie R. Llamas, ME Ministry / Genesis of David BCGG

I belong to a family of five 
siblings and we were brought up by loving 
parents in the Catholic faith. My mother 
and grandmother were daily church goers 
and I admired this trait in them. I studied in 
a convent school where we were required 
to attend the Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament daily, a practice which was 
done all throughout high school. When 
college came, we were left on our own, yet 
I would find myself in the chapel kneeling 
before the Crucifix. It felt so peaceful then. 
Looking back I feel so blessed because all 
these things have strengthened my faith 
and belief in God.

The day Ike and I got married, I 
remember telling the Lord that if He 
chooses one of our children to serve Him 
as a religious, we would encourage it as I 
felt it was a great blessing. Ike and I would 
go to church regularly and we were both 
happy with our marital relationship. We 
looked forward to having a child so when I 
conceived we were both thrilled since the 
doctor told us we might have twins. The day 
finally arrived and I delivered a baby girl. I 
only had her for a few hours and then she 
was gone. I did not even get to see her. This 

Having Faith and a Community

was one of the darkest 
moments in my life. I 
started questioning God, 
“I offered my children to 
You but why did it have 
to be this way?” Deep in 
my heart I knew He would 
give us another child. In 
His time He gifted us with 
three more children to be 
with us here on earth an 
angel to praise Him in 
Heaven.

When our marriage 
was not going well, I 
constantly prayed to the 
Lord to help us and to my 
little angel to intercede for 
me. One day a neighbor 
came to invite us to the 

ME Weekend. I was very much surprised 
when Ike signed the form right away as he 
told me a day earlier that he did not want to 
join. I knew then that this was the working of 
the Lord. At the ME Weekend, I experienced 
God’s love and compassion, He answered 
my prayers and I am forever grateful. I 
also came to realize that it was the Lord 
carrying me in the darkest times in my life. 
We started putting God in the center of our 
marriage and made Him our priority. This 
was the turning point in our life. I only had 
to die to myself and surrender everything to 
God, to experience His gift of Resurrection. 
As we joined the programs given by our 
community – SDR, LSS, retreats and other 
various activities – my faith grew stronger. 
We became active in the community, 
helping out in any way we could, yet I felt 
something was missing. I would regularly 
quiet down and listen to the promptings 
of the Lord. In one such occasion I clearly 
saw the Lord’s face with the crown of thorns 
over His head telling me, “This is how much 
I suffered for you because I love you. Can’t 
you do this one little thing for me?” During 
this time I felt so peaceful and was basking 
in the Lord’s presence that I did not want it 

to end. Suddenly the church bells started 
ringing; I knew I had to go home as Ike 
was coming home for lunch. After narrating 
my experience to Ike we both agreed to do 
what the Lord bade us. It was the least we 
could do for Him. He has not only given us 
each other back but has blessed us with 
wonderful children, a great family and a 
good community which we call our second 
family, and much more. 

We started sharing our life in the MEWs 
and found fulfilment in serving the Lord. It is 
now 29 years since we took our MEW and 
we are still here in the service of the Lord. 
We have found many friends, God-given 
friends who inspire us to do more. These 
friends I treasure in my heart, I love them 
and care for them.

The journey to God is not easy – 
obstacles, difficulties, frustrations and pains 
come our way. I feel this most especially 
when an MEW is approaching or during 
the Weekend itself. In the process I have 
been hurt countless times but the Lord is 
my strength and He gives me the grace to 
persevere. At the end God always triumphs. 
My trust in the Lord has increased and I 
always ask for help and guidance knowing 
that the path is difficult as long as it leads to 
God. I now believe that without God, I can 
do nothing, without God I am nothing.

Our faith deepened because there is 
a desire in our hearts brought about by the 
beautiful experiences when we found the 

Ike and Josie celebrated their 48th wedding anniversary last June of this year.

Continued on page 23
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“Auxies! Please distribute the 
questions!”… “Auxies! Time to sing! 
Where’s everybody?!”

And so the most awaited weekend 
quickly unfolded right before our very eyes. 
What we had anticipated in the last 9 months 
was like a newborn baby that suddenly 
came to life. Being auxiliaries was the next 
step higher after having “graduated” as ME 
Class 111 from the retreat last November 
18, 2012. It was a turning point for us to 

Another retreat, another 
life-changing experience

Noel & Dina Valdes, ME Class 111

finally be relegated to a position not a lot of 
“graduates” reach, since there were only 4 
of us couples left out of the original 14.  

The logistical nightmare of pulling off a 
retreat like this was something that kept us 
on our toes: from recruitment, to supplies 
and FOOD. Yes, FOOD! In the course of 
our 10 reunions after graduation, it soon 
dawned on us that the main magnet that 
pulled our class together was our passion 
for food! Though we were always gently 
reminded by our shepherds to stick to “one 

solid, one liquid” only, we always managed 
to silently defy it. This weekend wasn’t any 
different. We deliberately had food overload 
and this made everyone sleep each night 
with approving happy tummies. 

Our life as participants last year was 
like living a life in a fishbowl: all our moves 
were monitored with watchful eyes; we 
were often reminded to strictly speak only 
to our spouse or else observe total silence; 
we willingly obeyed orders and totally 

ME Class 114 with Spiritual Director Fr. James Gascon, SJ (center) and Team Couple Cesar & Marivic Pareja (rightmost).

Continued on page 13
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The odds were not in our favor. Four 
weeks to the ME Weekend for Class 
114, one couple announced they 

will be abroad during the Weekend. Our 
sponsoring ME Class 111 was now down to 
just 4 couples. To think we were 14 couples 
who attended our own ME Weekend close 
to 10 months prior. The 8 of us were left to 
ponder the coming ME Weekend: can we 
pull this off? No one had a clue.

 As the months turned to weeks it 
started to dawn on us that the ME Weekend 

is fast approaching and we had not started 
planning. With 3 weeks to go we set up 
dinner to get everyone together. As the 
group was in danger of losing another 
couple, we chose their favorite restaurant 
just so they would show up. And not only 
did they show up but shepherds Ted and 
Susan Concepcion, elders Ike and Josie 
Llamas, joined us for dinner and gave us 
pointers for holding a successful weekend. 
Duties and tasks were divided among 
ourselves despite our not understanding the 
intricacies. But one thing is for sure: it wasn’t 
going to be easy. Tita Josie reminded us that 
we needed 15 couples for the Weekend to 
push through. We only had 4.

 With 2 weeks to go, another meeting 
was held this time in Tita Marcia’s daughter’s 
house together with the Music Ministry. Here 
we practiced the action songs and tried our 
best to sing. By this time we had 5 confirmed 
participant couples but we were told to 
expect more as the other BCGGS have 9 
potential candidates. We see God’s hand at 
work. It’s dawning on us that the Weekend 

is actually shaping up at the 11th hour. We 
better get those action songs right.

With one week to go typhoons Labuyo 
and Maring and the floods hit Manila. We 
had a long shopping list and various tasks 
to prepare for the Weekend. We faithfully 
continued to plow on as the Weekend 
approached despite the bad weather. 
Among ourselves we dared to ask if the 
Weekend was to push through, some 
secretly hoping that it won’t. One tried to 
back out but we managed to fix that. The 
couple count was now 14! Having overcome 
various struggles, the Weekend was indeed 
going to proceed.

As Friday came we made our way to 
the BLD retreat house in Cavite, put on our 
game faces as if we knew what we were 
doing. Last count was 11 couples, with 3 
having dropped out. We got the Weekend 
going. We sang, we danced, we served, we 
ate – oh, we ate a lot. And before we knew 
it the retreat was over. ME114: You were 
in God’s plans all this time. We just didn’t 
know it, until now.

The Weekend that was 
meant to be: ME 114

Franco & Tippi Reyes, ME Class 111

surrendered ourselves to the transformation 
that was about to commence. 

This time, we were on the other side of 
the fence.  This was when we realized the 
gargantuan task that auxiliaries had to do 
to make everything smooth sailing for the 
participants. We were constantly zooming 
from the secretariat, to the conference 
room to the dining room and back as all of 
us had to help fill each other’s shoes, what 
with only 8 of us trying to pull this whole act 
together. Nobody complained. In fact, most 
of us just obeyed, and everything just fell 

into place. That’s how beautiful the Lord’s 
invisible hands work. 

Going through the ME Weekend the 
second time around gave us a chance to 
relive the whole experience. We listened 
to Fr. Gascon’s topics and felt “older 
and wiser.” This time, there were no 
more emotions involved, only extreme 
appreciation of how great and wonderful our 
God can be, if we put Him in the center of 
our marriage. This is the essence of going 
through an ME Weekend: everyone who 
participates in it is showered with a spiritual 
awakening that shakes up our souls and our 
hearts, all for the Glory of God. 

Another retreat.... cont. from page 12

ME Class 114 with Spiritual Director Fr. James Gascon, SJ (center) and Team Couple Cesar & Marivic Pareja (rightmost).
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The Marriage Encounter Weekend,
An encounter with God Ted & Susan Concepcion

        Formation Ministry
               Archangel Gabriel BCGG

It was the fifth time that we served 
as auxiliaries for a Marriage Encounter 
Weekend (MEW). We served once as a 
member of our ME class, once as assistant 
shepherd, and three times as the class 
shepherd. Each time we served in a 
weekend, we basically had the same tasks 
to perform. However, as we look back at 
our service over the years, we see how 
our faith and spirituality has been growing 
little by little with each experience. When 
we first served in the MEW as a member 
of our ME class and as class coordinator, 
our focus was on the tasks at hand and the 
different activities we had to coordinate. As 
we continued to serve, we noticed that we 
learned to incorporate prayer into the little 
tasks we did for the weekend. We learned 
to see God around us in each and every 
task we performed and in each and every 
incident that happened. We prayed more 
and more often such that this last weekend 
was the most prayerful weekend we have 
had. Our prayers for the weekend were not 
in the form of the usual formula prayers or 
novenas; rather they were more of a series 
of encounters with God. 

We felt God encouraging us when 
we found out we had to recruit at least 15 
couples or the spiritual director would ask us 
to cancel the weekend. We felt Him boosting 
us when we were told that the retreat house 
was requiring us to have a minimum of 
80 persons if we wanted to use the large 

conference room. Excluding the auxiliaries 
and the MEW team, this translated to at 
least 26 couples as participants. We felt 
God telling us to trust Him when, a month 
before the weekend, we had only about 5 
confirmed couples on our list. 

On the week of the MEW, typhoon 
Maring brought heavy monsoon rains 
for four successive days, flooding Metro 
Manila and neighboring provinces. We 
were worried but again we felt God asking 
us to have faith in Him and surely, the skies 
cleared by Friday and the flood waters had 
receded in most parts of the country.

A day before the MEW, we received a 
series of texts informing us of candidates 
who were backing out from the weekend 
for various reasons. We started to panic but 
God spoke to us through a friend who texted 
words from the gospel of the day, “Many are 
invited but few are chosen.”

We didn’t reach the 15 couples required 
by the spiritual director. We did not meet 
the requirements of the retreat house. 
We had 11 couples attend the August 23-
25, 2013 MEW, but we were able to use 
the large conference room of the retreat 
house. Throughout the weekend we saw 
how God touched each of the couples in 
a very special way. We saw that they were 
truly His chosen participants. However, God 

touched not only the participants; He also 
touched each of the auxiliaries present that 
weekend. All the auxiliaries were willing to 
serve and worked as a team, helping each 
other regardless of whether the job was 
assigned to them or not. God was truly 
present with all of us that weekend. We 
were honored to be His servants. And in 
our service to Him, we grew in our faith and 
trust in Him. We became closer to Him and 
our spirituality was strengthened.

her faith, Tita Josie maintains that this faith should also be shared. 
Faith in the Community is Family; it is sharing in the Lord.  

Fr. James further explained that our faith in our community 
is a manifestation of our Faith in the Trinity of God – God is a 
community, three persons united as one; just as all of us in Magis 
Deo should be united as one community. He thereafter reminded 
everyone that our faith lies in where our heart is; and where your 
heart is, there is your treasure.

In closing, Fr. James gave us this point to ponder and reflect 
upon: What is your own experience of faith in the community? 

What are the highlights, the ups and downs; where are you invited 
to grow? 

He likewise reminded us that we are all stewards in our 
community. We all have an equal task in helping our community 
grow.

FAITH is translated in Filipino as PANANAMPALATAYA  – 
pagnamnam at pagtaya (to savor as well as to take a risk).

Experiencing faith... continued from page 1

Cesar Pareja, Chaircouple / Agnus Dei BCGG
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Harana for ME Class 114 at BLD  -  25 August 2013
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On July 21, 2013 Sirach BCGG and 
Friends trooped to the Gawad Kalinga 
(GK) Assumption Village in Padre Garcia, 
Batangas to conduct a Buhay Espirituwal 
Mag-asawa (BEM) session. The BEM is a 
follow-up program to the various Suyuan 
seminars conducted earlier in that area. 
It is equivalent to the Spiritual Deepening 
Retreat.

Homegrown sharers from the Sirach 
BCGG were Emma Punzalan and Fred 
& Cora Buenaventura. Another Sirach 
member, Djarn Pestaño, co-facilitated the 
BEM with Bro. Coke Prieto (Eli Prieto’s 
nephew).

In the group discussions around 40 
participants shared their experiences and 
discussed various topics like God’s Love 
and Dalawang Bandila. Several promised 
to hold regular prayer meetings even after 
the BEM. A Dry Mass by Bro. Coke capped 
the day’s activities.

Sirach BCGG hopes the BEM will bring 
a lasting change in the couples especially in 
the enrichment of their spiritual life, and that 
healing among the couples will continue.

BEM in GK 
Batangas

Cora Buenaventura
Sirach BCGG
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Finding the time to read and do the 
homework was a major challenge. The 
homework was like a Theology exam that 
dug deep into the meaning of the stories 
and correlated them to other books in the 
Bible like the Psalms, the prophets, and 
the New Testament, and to the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church. Perhaps our bigger 
problem was remembering the tons of 
details we had already read. How could 
we see God’s plan unfolding if we could 
not remember?

My hard work bore fruit. I learned to 
appreciate how the New Testament fulfills 
the Old, and how the Church teachings 
in the Catechism are so interrelated with 
Scripture. Going to Mass now is much more 
meaningful as the first and second readings, 
the responsorial psalm, and the gospel are 
familiar readings and are interrelated. I 
often find myself saying, “Huy! Nabasa ko 
na ‘yan!”

I learned a lot, but my top three aha’s 
would be:

The history of our salvation is the 1. 
fulfillment of God’s three promises 
to Abraham -- His promise of land 
(Gen. 15) fulfilled in Moses; His 
promise of a kingdom or “nation 

of kings” (Gen. 17) fulfilled in 
King David; and His promise of 
worldwide blessing (Gen. 22) 
fulfilled in Jesus. 
The bloodline of Jesus or his 2. 
genealogy which includes a few 
people of questionable character 
(Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, David, 
etc...).
How the Gentiles, which I am, 3. 
became part of the new Church 
(Acts).

Scripture is replete with many inspiring 
persons. Tops in my line-up of heroes 
(excluding Jesus and Mary):

King David – despite having 1. 
committed adultery and murder, 
he was chosen by God to establish 
Israel as a royal dynasty because 
he was “a man after God’s own 
heart.” Psalm 51 captures David’s 
heart thus, “My sacrifice, O God 
is a contrite spirit; a heart contrite 
and humbled, O God, you will not 
spurn.”
Mattathias – he was unknown to me 2. 
until I read 1 Maccabees. In what is 
known as the Maccabean Revolt, 
he opposed Antiochus Epiphanes 
who brutally suppressed the 
Jews to eradicate their identity 
as a people. We sorely need 
Mattathiases today to stand for 
the truth.

An incredible...
Continued from page 7

Faith in...
Continued from page 10

Peter – a lowly fisherman, impulsive 3. 
to the point of denying Jesus. Yet 
it was he who professed love for 
Jesus and saw Him as the Savior. 
Headship of the Church was thus 
given to him.

 My personal lessons, or what are 
relevant to me:

Moses’ words to the Israelites 1. 
before his death: “You shall teach 
them (God’s commandments) 
diligently to your children… take 
heed lest you forget the Lord…”
When God makes promises, He 2. 
fulfills them. I can trust God’s 
words to me.
God desires obedience, not 3. 
sacrifice. Faith without obedience 
is worth nothing.
In choosing people, God looks at 4. 
their hearts, not intelligence, status 
in life, or educational achievements. 
He loves the humble and contrite 
heart.

 Looking back, 24 Bible classes 
spanning a year was an incredible journey 
resulting in a deeper knowledge of my faith 
roots. There is now deeper meaning in my 
being a follower of Jesus. My incredible 
journey will continue with another 24 classes 
on Matthew: The King and His Kingdom 
which starts in September, 2013.

The works that we do are our response 
to God’s unconditional love and to help build 
God’s kingdom here on earth.

Sa lahat na pinagdadaanan ko, happy 
or sad, God is always present through my 
community. Everyone knew then how Joey 
and I prayed for a child, and the community 
prayed with us. Our Pilgrims BCGG stormed 
the heavens for us. 

Johann was born in July 1997. 
Masaya, sobrang saya! My heart was full 
of thanksgiving! 

One experience I will never forget 
was at an ME sponsoring Weekend with 
Fr. Ruben Tanseco. I brought Johann with 
us. My reason:  breast-fed baby. I hid him 
and his yaya in our room, and every time 
he would cry, I would rush to the room and 
hush him, as I was afraid we would be sent 
home by Fr. Ruben. Eventually nahuli kami 
noong Sunday mass, and can you guess 
how Father reacted? Siyempre, pinalabas 
kami sa chapel for my son was crying and 
wooshy. Nice one, Father, pero mahal pa 
rin kita! 

At present, we go to two BCGGs 
weekly: Cana BCGG on Fridays and Tala 
BCGG on Sundays. How lucky is that? I 
feel like a special filling of two delicious 
bread. Cana has been around for almost 
10 years, with Ed and Tatìc Castillo as 
our Shepherd. Here, we journey together 

towards retirement. Coping with everyday 
challenges and finding God in all things 
have been easier because we have a group 
rooted in deep spiritual friendship. We 
come out recharged, happy and blessed. 
Tala BCGG, on the other hand, is young, 
energetic and overflowing with potential. 
Masaya kasi dito bumabata kami ni Joey. 
It is nice to look forward to meetings with 
young children as well. Pang-pamilya ang 
aming meetings. Marami kaming babies. 
Masaya, kasi the kids have become friends 
as well. Habang nagmi-meeting, naglalaro 
rin sila. Here we journey with them through 
parenthood; in-laws; growing careers 
and businesses; growing relationships as 
couples; and most of all growing in Ignatian 
Spirituality. Joey and I are committed to the 
growth and pastoral care of these young 
couples and their families.

Continued on page 21
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 MusiCal notEs

I have two sons, 
Leslie has three

Somewhere sometime in my life God has given 
me the blessing and grace to be the father of two sons. My first 
God-given son came about when I met Leslie. Intimidated yet 
awed by the mystery of a growing kid, I managed to co-exist with 
him sharing Leslie’s love and care. Gybi was a submissive child 
who followed my instructions, albeit with fear sometimes, taking 
me as his father. He showed respect but in a way maintained the 
knowledge that I am a surrogate one. He coined the name Popsy. 
Not uncle, not tito, not papa nor daddy, but Popsy. Surprisingly, 
after a while when I took him back when we learned of his brain 
tumor, he began to call me Dad. It was about mid-June this year 
when he thanked me for being a father to him and expressed his 
love for me. Not by any chance occurrence, his being diagnosed 
with a terminal illness brought us closer together. I was given an 
opportune moment to know him better and be good to him.

I made him a promise that I would do my best to make him 
comfortable if ever he would be in pain. But just like my previous 
promise to him that I would leave all my musical equipment to him, 
my promise of comfort was just like a whisper blown away by the 
wind. Interestingly, just as I did not get to use any of the emergency 
medications and oxygen tank I prepared, he left me all the musical 
instruments I have given and will give him. God’s plan is not my 
plan and His plans are perfect.

Gybi’s life taught me how to care and give value to the 
blessings I have. I realized the need for good stewardship of time 
and relationships given to me. When Gybi was still alive, he had 
deep concern about Chicco’s health even while he himself was 
sick. This made me reflect and ask for God’s guidance on how to 
take better care of my other son Chicco. 

Gybi as if without ailment also gave time for the choir. On 
the Wednesday before God took him, Gybi cheerfully joined the 
choir for dinner, made sure they had good lighting and made sure 
coffee and tea were served to all. When everything was good and 
practice was starting, without much ado he retired for the night. 
Nobody knew that that was the last night of practice we would get 
to see him alive.

Gybi became my example and inspiration to give my all for 
what the moment needs. All the more now, I am called to do my 
best with what God gives me for the moment, to myself, my wife, 
my family, my community like Magis Deo, most specially the 
Magis Deo Choir, my neighborhood, my profession and all that 
is part of me. 

I am thankful for my God-given wife. With her unconditional 
love, sometimes I feel like I am her third son. Without her 
knowledge she is leading me closer to God in her silent ways. 
I am at awe at how she enjoyed strengthening her faith through 
catechism and prayers. I got curious and expressed to her my 
wish to delve deeper into my spiritual belief and share it with those 
around me. I have opened up to our shepherd Mon and our BCGG, 
my thoughts of including a catechism day in one of our meetings. I 
envision catechism as a rich source of empowerment for couples 
of Magis Deo by strengthening our foundation of faith, guiding us 
in our ways and helping us become better God-loving responsible 
couples and parents. A holy union is a strong family foothold.

My appreciation of my God-given Magis Deo Community 
has motivated me to serve and help gather more people during 
the comcel in my own little way. I pray for recruits and couples 
who can be helped by being members of this marriage encounter 
movement.

This event in our family has rekindled my spirit. I didn’t lose 
a son; I now have a son in God’s embrace. A son whose earthly 
life has opened my eyes to the real meaning of life and what we 
are here for.

Manny Gatchalian, Sing to the Lord BCGG

Top: Manny and Chicco at a favorite pastime. Bottom left: 
Gybi (center) with members of the Magis Deo Choir.
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I personally serve by being part of the 
team that conducts the Balik Espiritual Mag-
asawa, a follow-up program of the CPLM 
that helps couples grow and deepen their 
relationship with God. 

I likewise serve in the family. I do so by 
loving Tina and taking care of her needs. I 
do it in simple ways. I am a very forgetful 
person and this really irritates her. So I serve 
her by trying to remember to do what she 
asks me to, especially if it is about our home 
which is very important to her. I serve Tina 
by listening to her when she comes home 
tired and sometimes stressed by what 
has happened in the office. I help Tina by 
advising her when she has concerns and 
she needs to clarify her thoughts and what 
she wants to do. 

We also live out the value of service 
with our children. Our daughter aged 37 and 
our son aged 31 are both married and have 
their own families. Our parenting and loving 
them continue though in different ways than 
when they were younger. We offer advice to 
them about problems with maids and yayas, 
about how they can become better spouses 
and parents. We offer the use of the car and 
driver when needed. We offer financial help 
in case of emergencies.

Our presence to our children extended 
to one of their household help in one 
extraordinary situation. The helper needed 
an operation which would cost almost a 
hundred thousand pesos, an amount which 
neither the helper nor our daughter could 
afford. To qualify for St. Luke’s Hospital’s 
program for the less fortunate, the helper 
needed someone to accompany her as she 
went through the application, orientation 
and pre-operat ion procedures and 
processes. It was Tina who accompanied 
the kasambahay which required going to 
the hospital several times and waiting for 
long hours for the doctor.

I take my eldest grandson to basketball 
games or theater shows, and use the 
opportunity while eating or in the car to talk. 
Sometimes I encourage him and provide 
advice regarding issues and concerns he 
brings up. Earlier this week, he and I spoke 
about getting over his disappointment that 
a relationship with a girl he likes didn’t get 
far because his parents disapproved of him 
having a relationship at such a young age. 

He is only 14 years old! I call these talks 
“lolo talk.”

Tina and I serve through our work. 
Perhaps we are fortunate that our work 
naturally lends it self to service. Tina 
gives one-on-one spiritual direction and 
retreats. Even before she retired more 
than 10 years ago, she felt attracted to 
this ministry. Her RDL retreat director, Eva 
Galvey, had suggested that she train as a 
spiritual director and retreat giver and she 
followed the suggestion. When she started 
doing spiritual direction and giving retreats, 
I remember her telling me that it felt like 
“home.” That was how she sensed God 
was calling her to this ministry. She joined 
the Center for Ignatian Spirituality (CIS) 
after retirement and her conviction that this 
ministry was God’s call for her grew when 
many, hundreds by now, religious, priests, 
seminarians and lay persons were helped 
much by her spiritual companionship to 
develop closer relationships with God. She 
is very effective at her work and this is a 
confirmation that spiritual direction and 
retreat giving is truly God’s call to her.

Through CIS, Tina and I have given 
Couple Retreats to staff and faculty of a 
University in Naga and to the Quezon City 
chapter of the Brotherhood of Christian 
Businessmen and Professionals. 

My work service is in youth development 
and leadership. I work in this area as a 
consultant in a very prominent Philippine 
corporation, Ayala Corporation and its 
corporate foundation, Ayala Foundation. For 
over 15 years, I have been involved in an 
annual student leadership summit, the Ayala 
Young Leaders Congress (AYLC), which 
this corporation sponsors and for which I 
have been the Congress Director over the 
past 12 years. When I took early retirement 
11 years ago, I was asked to continue 
working with the program. Through this 
program and the programs that many of its 
alumni, inspired by it have established, we 
have inspired thousands of young people in 
the country to become more effective, more 
principled, servant-leaders. 

In the foundation, I presently provide 
advice and consultation for a program that 
enables youth in communities to address 
community problems that impact on them. 
The program that develops good citizenship 
and leadership among the youth is now 
being implemented in several sites in the 
resettlement area in Calauan, Laguna.

Occasionally, I give talks on leadership 
in youth leadership camps. On July 20, I 
will speak during a leadership camp to 100 

scholars of the Philippine Science High 
School Cagayan Valley in Bayombong, 
Nueva Vizcaya. A teacher there who is a 
2002 alumnus of the AYLC, the annual 
student leaders I am involved in, organized 
the camp because he wanted the students 
to experience what he did in the AYLC. He 
invited ten of his fellow alumni who are all 
coming from here in Manila to conduct and 
facilitate the leadership camp. 

I am kept very busy and there are many 
times when I simply want to stay at home 
the whole day and watch DVDs or TV, sleep, 
read, eat, get past level 65 of Candy Crush 
or just relax – after all I am 66 years old – 
but during my deeply reflective and prayerful 
moments, I know that God continues to call 
me to serve in this capacity and develop 
many youth through this work. 

Tina and I serve our country. Serving 
our country starts by being good citizens and 
there is a very good book, 12 Little Things 
Every Filipino Can Do to Help Our Country 
by Atty. Alex Lacson that identifies simple 
things we can do to be good citizens. Good 
citizenship also means being involved in 
important national issues such as alleviating 
poverty, combating graft and corruption and 
getting involved in the election process. 

Like many Magis Deo couples, Tina 
and were poll watcher volunteers in our 
barangay in the last Presidential election 
and in several other previous elections. I 
recently agreed to serve as an adviser to 
a new foundation that aims to improve the 
ease of doing business in the country for 
micro, small, and medium corporations. This 
year, our country ranks 138th in the world out 
of 185 economies in terms of ease of doing 
business. I consider these involvements as 
ways of serving our country, as is my work 
with youth development and leadership.

In summary, service is a gift of my self 
as a loving response to receiving God’s 
many gifts to me, especially the gift of 
Himself. Out of gratitude, I respond in love 
by working for the good of others and taking 
care of their needs, using all that I am and 
all that I have. 

There are very many wonderful ways 
of serving available to us. Many Magis Deo 
couples and families serve in generous 
and magnanimous ways. David Fleming, 
SJ expressed it beautifully, “Our ways of 
serving will be as rich as our ways of loving.” 
The challenge for us is to continuously find 
the particular ways we are being called by 
God to serve and to serve with the spirit of 
Magis. More. Magis Deo. More for God.

Sharing...
Continued from page 7
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nEwsBits  /  announCEMEntsnEwsBits / announCEMEnts

Suyuan at Posadas

A Suyuan at Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal 
in Posadas, Parañaque was conducted last August 
11, 2013 with Eli & Edith Prieto as facilitators and 
Randy & Cecil Rivera of Song of Ruth as couple 
sharers. Another Suyuan at Posadas is scheduled 
next month.

On Sunday, August 11, 
2013 John BCGG and ME 106 
sponsored a half-day dental 
teach-in for the children at AYA’s 
GK Village through the initiative 
of Lito Gonzales, Claro Santos 
and his dentist son Carlo. 
Toothbrushes and toothpaste 
were welcome giveaways for 
the kids and for some not so 
young. Great “lugao” followed 
the teach-in.

Dental Hygiene Teach-in
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Upcoming Suyuans

Sept. 1 Dalahican, Lucena c/o Fr. Martin   • 
  Mroz. Auxiliaries: ME Class 110
Sept. 15 Pathways in Ateneo – • Auxies needed
Sept. 21 Pangasinan c/o Fr. Allan Abuan  • 
  (Suyuan and medical/dental mission)
Sept. 28 Malibay, Pasay c/o Sr. Bernadette• 
Oct. 13 Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal  • 
  Posadas, Sucat.

nEwsBits  /  announCEMEntsnEwsBits / announCEMEnts

 In reality, it is very challenging to be 
with two BCGGs. Sundays can be rest days 
especially for my husband who works from 
Monday to Saturday. Yet, we come in prayer 
and camaraderie in these two BCGGs. Cana 
BCGG is fuel to our soul. Tala BCGG is our 
chance to give back to the community! Tala 
BCGG is the four S’s of our community life. 
Tala BCGG is faith in action. It is giving back 
for how Joey and I have been shepherded, 
guided and nurtured as individuals and as 
a couple. Joey and I are blessed to have 
this opportunity, this chance to give back 
for being formed in a Christian Community 
like Magis Deo.

Cana and Tala BCGGs bring balance 
to our life.

Our journey continues with Magis 
Deo. To quote Sacred Space, “We take in 
reflection as to where God will lead us. We 
take courage, and not to be afraid, knowing 
that it is God coming alongside to us.”

To Tita Cathy, where ever you are, I 
thank you and I miss you.

Faith in...
Continued from page 17

More pictures!

Thank you, Anchit, for capturing the happy faces of the 
community at last month’s ComCeleb (and in hundreds of other 
Magis Deo events and celebrations!). - RCD

Employment
Supervisor for Housekeeping at The Medical City. 

College graduate, with experience in housekeeping. 
Contact Ferdie Cruz 0922-840-8336 or Djarn Pestaño 
0922-840-8337.
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Rey Mella, Ephesians BCGG
spiritual tidBits and HuMor

Intimacy: The heart of community

My son Jared is 21 years old. I 
am proud to say that we have a close 
relationship and admiration for each other. 
A father and son intimacy, it did not start 
when he was 18.

There was a time when my son was 
a baby, a toddler, and then a 
young boy. I put in the time. 
I carried him in my arms and 
with a baby carrier. I played 
with him as a baby and a 
toddler. I went to and watched 
him in his kindergarten plays.

When he was 7, I carried 
him on my shoulders every 
night for four nights when he 
was too tired to walk after a 
day’s fun at a theme park. 

He cried when I beat him 
in chess games. For years, we 
kept score of our chess games. 
And, he was intent on beating 
me every time. 

I played PS1, PS2 and 
PS3 games with him. I had my 
own “monster” in the Monster 
Rancher game, and his friends 
thought I was cool.

In 8 out of 9 years, in his preparatory 
and elementary years, we were together 
and slept together in our tent at the two-
night father-and-son camping activities of 
his school.  

I brought him to swimming practice on 
Saturdays when he was member of the high 
school varsity team. And I watched him win 
and lose in his swimming competitions. 

Even today, I kiss him goodbye every 
single morning before I leave home for 
work.

I can humbly say I showed up for my 
son. And this is the basis of our intimacy.

____________

Continued on page 23

“In our friendships we have to be 
wise that we choose godly people to be our 
friends. Somebody might say, ‘Well, does 
that mean that you should never have a lost 
person as your friend?’ No, I wouldn’t say 
that. But you can’t have the same intimacy 

with a lost person that you can with a godly 
person in whom the Holy Spirit is living.” 

– Charles Stanley 

____________

My wife and I celebrate our 20th 
anniversary with Magis Deo in October this 
year. It’s been 20 long years. It seems like 
a long time for our relationship-building with 
the community and its members. But until 
we got involved in the community, engaged 
with people, served in various ministries, 
and put in the time, did we achieve some 
form of intimacy, and eventually commitment 
to and with the community and its members. 
Achieving something, even friendship and 

intimacy, requires that one put in the time. 
As Woody Allen put it simply, “90% of life 
is just showing up.” 

By serving in whatever capacity, 
we got to know people closely and how 
involved and how committed they are with 
the community. By putting in the time to 

serve, we learned to be patient 
with people and stopped 
complaining about how things 
could be better done.  

____________

Communication leads 
to community, that is, to 
understanding, intimacy and 
mutual valuing.

– Rollo May 

____________

At the height of the rains, 
I did my usual routine on 
Monday morning. I woke up 
early and dressed up to go 
to office. Even with my driver 
unavailable (he got stranded 
in the floods the night before 
and sat through it), I decided 

to drive myself. Within 15 minutes from 
leaving home, I was in SLEX and then traffic 
ground to a halt. I thought it would just be a 
few minutes of slow down. When it dawned 
on me that the standstill was a result of the 
rains and possibly some flooding, I did the 
next best thing: I sent text messages to as 
many managers as I could remember and 
told them to stay home and not go to work 
as they would suffer the same fate I was 
already in – stuck in the highway. I forgot 
to do my usual prayer, but silently prayed 
I would only be stuck for an hour or so. I 
made a few calls, opened my laptop and 
started to work. Thirty minutes turned into 
an hour. The hour became 2 hours, then 3, 
then 4, and then 5. I thought: had I flown 

Father and son at Subic Tree Top Adventure (June 2013).
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03 Doffs Concha ME Class 111
 Ben Regulacion ME Class 100
04 Onald Dacanay ME Class 106
05 Jun Macalintal Remnants
 Joysie Rodriguez Jeremiah-Philippians
 Tes Santiago ME Class 108
 Celso Servano ME Class 109
06 Bing-bong Panganiban ME Class 111
07 Pete Nabong Thessalonians
 Arcie Ricalde ME Class 108
08 Ferdie Cruz Beatitudes
 Joel Estrada Emmanuel
09 Charito Dimayuga Sirach
 Elmer Fajardo ME Class 106
 Leni Sanchez Tala
10 Mhon Buenaflor Genesis of David
 Frank Reyes Jeremiah-Philippians

Anniversaries - First 10 days of October
08 Ranfu & Banx Rufino ME Class 111
 Ian & Jhune Vinas Tala
10 Albert & Pam Narciso Psalm 46-Samaritans

Birthdays & anniversaries... continued from page 24
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Intimacy... continued from page 22

somewhere, I would have been in Japan already by that time. Here 
I was, sitting in my car, with perhaps several hundred stranded 
vehicles. Later, a colleague called and advised me to turn around 
and go home at the first opportunity. I did. Six-and-a-half hours after 
I left home that morning, and having traveled barely 10 kilometers, 
I was back home by noontime, just in time for lunch.  

____________

In spite of the experience, there was so much to be grateful for. 
I did not figure in an accident. I got back home safely. I prevented 
others from going through the same experience. Several people 
thanked me the following day for texting them before they could 
leave home. I had the presence of mind not to drink the water and 
eat my packed lunch, as this could have made me need to go 
to a bathroom – and there was none available, of course, in this 
situation. 

____________

One of my colleagues who also left early and got stuck in the 
same traffic jam texted me that morning: “Early birds also catch the 
bad worms.”  So true and yet I recognized I did not really get a bad 
deal that day. I thought I “served” others even as I “suffered.” 

That was my purpose and the reason for my being out that 
Monday morning.  

____________

The husband says to his wife, “You always carry my photo in 
your handbag to the office. Why?”

She replies, “When there is a problem, no matter how 
impossible, I look at your picture and the problem disappears.”

He smirks and says, “You see how miraculous and powerful 
I am for you?”

She calmly replies, “Yes, I see your picture and say to myself, 
‘What other problem can be greater than this one?’”

– http://www.public-speaking-advice.com

____________

To fall in love with God is the greatest of all romances; to 
seek Him, the greatest adventure; to find him, the greatest human 
achievement. 

– St. Augustine

Lord. But we also believe that one’s faith should be shared. 
Through God’s grace, He gave us the Magis Deo Community as 
an avenue for us to continue our journey, to be of service using 
His gifts to us, and to share our faith with fellow believers.

But just like in any other group, community or corporation, 
it is inevitable to experience heartaches, frustrations and 
disappointments. We likewise experienced the 3 stages of love: 
the illusion stage when we felt we are one with the community 
in our values and beliefs; the disillusionment stage when we 
experienced frustrations and heartaches as servant leaders; 
and the decision to love this community no matter what. I know 
that in our decision to love this community, it is our FAITH that 
kept us going.

As our faith grows, we saw how this community evolved. 
From a small number of members to the big number that we 
are now, there remains one thing that is constant. Magis Deo 
Community to Ike and me is our channel through God. It is truly 
God’s gift that can be likened to a box full of treasures that no 
amount of money can buy – we now have friends whom I know 
love and care for us the same way we love and care for them, 
if not more; and a place where we can share and proclaim how 
compassionate, merciful and loving our God is.

I have FAITH, I have COMMUNITY, I have FAITH in my 
COMMUNITY!

Having faith...
Continued from page 7
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Calendar of Activities:  September - November 2013
September Venue Contacts / Sponsors
08 Sun Magis in Motion. Family in Action Ateneo College Covered Court Rhea Gaddi 0917-5607375 
 5:00 AM    P250 Participation Fee Loyola Heights, Quezon City Alex Reyes 0917-8343946
 8:30 AM Community Celebration  Jane Aldeguer 975-5536
19 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
 Food Host: Sun
24 Parenting Seminar ISO MEFP 426-4206
October
05 MEFP Family Day TBA MEFP 426-4206
05 Sat Community Celebration  3/F, San Carlos Lay Formation Center North Sector, Praxis Ministry
 Election of Pastoral Council Guadalupe, Makati City South & Central BCGGs
 “Servant Leadership” 
12-13 Team Training - Batch 3, Week 1 CeFam MEFP 426-4206
17 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
 Food Host: Pareja
26-27 Team Training CeFam MEFP 426-4206
November
8-10 ME-2 TBA MEFP 426-4206
09 Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Central Sector, Praxis
  Guadalupe, Makati City MFM, OM
  (MPH-3rd Floor) North & South BCGGs
16 Sat 2014 Planning Session (9am to 3pm) Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
 Food Host: MDC
22 4th Tanseco Cup Manila Southwoods Golf & Country Club MEFP 426-4206
23 Fr. Tanseco’s Birthday
23 Sat Culmination of Magis 25th Anniversary Decagon Silver City, Julia Vargas Avenue, Magis Deo 426-7191
  Pasig City (beside Tiendesitas) 
29-Dec1 Marriage Encounter Weekend BLD Covenant House Ike & Josie Llamas 821-0639
 (ME Class 115) – P3, 400/couple Dasmariñas, Cavite
 S.D. – Fr. James Gascon, SJ   

 Corics Merioles ME Class 108
23 Joanne Caputero ME Class 109
 Jing Pereyra ME Class 111
24 Abbie Garcia ME Class 106
25 Jojo de Castro Emmanuel
 Del Domingo Song of Ruth
 Ian Serranilla ME Class 114
26 Grace Corilla ME Class 109
 Chie Llamas Corinthians
 Lucy Mella Ephesians
 Norma Salazar Agnus Dei
27 Janet Salazar ME Class 113
29 Jay Dikit ME Class 101
 Cecil Rivera Song of Ruth

September Wedding Anniversaries
08 Noel & Dina Valdes ME Class 111
 Art & Neds Vargas Easter
14 Wilson & Merlene Chua Transfiguration
17 July+ & Norma Salazar Agnus Dei
18 Jojo & Mina de Castro Emmanuel
 Joe & Myr Serranilla Mustard Seed
19 Monmon & Istine Guico ME Class 107
20 Roy & Annie Baldo Emmanuel
 Eloy & Tess del Rosario ME Class 101
22 Val & Glo Bisquera Beatitudes
 Peping & Celia Echivaria Exodus
26 JonJon & Frances Cadag ME Class 100
29 Apin & Chie Llamas Corinthians

Birthdays - First 10 days of  October
01 Chayong Lumanglas ME Class 113
 Purita Manalo ME Class 98
 Gi Valencia Easter
02 Becky Dizon Archangel Gabriel
 Lyn Ebardo Jeremiah-Philippians

Continued on page 23

September Birthday Celebrants
02 Jaear Briones Good Shepherd
 Jhun Hipolito ME Class 109
 Au Juanzon Good Shepherd
 Joe Loriega ME Class 108
04 Nel Guanio ME Class 01
06 Ricky Perez Tala
07 Boyet Ambata Ephesians
 Ynna Camacho ME Class 112
 Marivic Canoso Magnificat
 Regie de Guzman Corinthians
08 Henry Cruz Psalm 46-Samaritans
09 Zar Gascon ME Class 112
10 Lon Alagao Good Shepherd
 Chito Alnajes Song of Ruth
 Glo Boren Agnus Dei
11 Jun Sison Corinthians
12 Leslie Gatchalian Sing to the Lord
13 Jun Ylagan ME Class 112
14 Joy Uy-Tioco Sirach
15 Vikki Brillantes Cana
17 Roy Baldo Emmanuel
 Rufo Dacanay Song of Ruth
18 Beng Pascual Corinthians
 Francis Sergio ME Class 107
19 Mina De Castro Emmanuel
 Valerie Fernandez ME Class 103
 Nan Palete ME Class 102
 Deck Salazar ME Class 113
 Myr Serranilla Mustard Seed
20 Jojo Aldeguer Mustard Seed
 Mica Medina ME Class 108
21 Vic Breganza ME Class 106
 Allan Espiritu ME Class 106
 Joan Lugti Genesis of David
22 Asher Dolina ME Class 105
 Joyce Espiritu ME Class 106


