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The Magisterium and its leadership: 
Our Catholic response

This was the topic of our spiritual direc-
tor, Fr. James Gascon, SJ, at our March 1 
community celebration. The Magisterium, 
Fr. James explained, is the authority that 
lays down what is the authentic teaching of 
the Church. For the Catholic Church, that 
authority is vested uniquely on the pope 
and the bishops who are in communion with 
him. Sacred Scriptures and Tradition make 
up a single sacred deposit of the Word of 
God. This is entrusted to the Church and 
the Magisterium is not independent of this. 
All that the Magisterium proposes for be-
liefs, as being divinely revealed, is derived 
from this single deposit of faith.

Based on this, Fr. Gascon went on 
to discuss the Leadership in the Church. 
According to him, the leadership is first, 
HIERARCHICAL. There are gradations 
in leadership and the flow of authority is 
vertical. All share the authority of the high-
er position. It is not democratic and being 
so, except for the Pope, leaders are not 
elected. All positions are APPOINTED or 
delegated by a competent authority. Thus, 
information gathering is essential for the 
selection of leaders and it is here where 
participation of the laity is very important. 
Second, leadership is a VOCATION, (“vo-
care” - to be called) and one is ordained to 
leadership because one is called by God. 
This is discovered by a long process of 
formation and discernment. Vocation pre-
supposes a response and a certain readi-
ness for the tasks associated with the call. 
One is chosen after one is called, “many 
are called but few are chosen” (Mt 22: 14). 
Third, since each vocation is a calling to a 
task, one is “GIFTED BY THE HOLY 
SPIRIT”, a charism, to carry out this task. 
It is an anointing. A leader is endowed with 
gifts, talents and skills that will enable him 

to carry out the challenges of the call. There 
are varied gifts and charisms in the Church 
(Cor 12: 12ff). Fourth, Church Leadership 
is COLLEGIAL, a body with shared au-
thority and power, e.g., College of Bish-
ops, College of Cardinals and College of 
Priests called Presbyterium. They share 
powers as co-equals. Collegial does not 
mean organizations but that one’s voca-
tion is exercised as a shared power. Fifth, 
to be called means TO SERVE. This is 
what leadership and vocation means, one 
is called to serve the community to which 
one is sent to mission. “Not so with you. 
Instead, whoever wants to become great 
among you must be your servant” (Mt 20: 
26). Sixth, the source of vocation and lead-

ership in the Church is CHRIST, and all 
leadership in the church is a call and is 
an IMITATION OF CHRIST. Therefore, 
leadership is an act of love just as Christ 
loved His Church, His bride; we serve out of 
love, no matter how imperfect this can be.

The Hierarchy, as the supreme gov-
erning body of the Catholic Church, con-
sists of the Roman Pontiff, the successor 
of Peter, also called the Pope, the Vicar of 
Christ; and the College of Bishops who are 
joined together with him, and never without 
him (canons 330, 331, 336). This one ap-
ostolic college is tasked to provide for the 
common good of the Church.

Continued on page 9
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Triple 
temptation

09 March 2014
Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

contemplative-in-action that 
he was, Jesus would regu-
larly go to the desert for total 

silence and solitude, after days and weeks 
of apostolic teaching and activities, moved 
by divine love and compassion. Early on, 
after he asked to be baptized by John, he 
even went to the desert and fasted for forty 
days and nights. You can imagine how 
hungry and weak the human Jesus was. 
It was then that he went through the triple 
temptation from the devil. The temptation 
to materialism. The temptation to spiritual 
arrogance. The temptation to Satanic dis-
cipleship. All this is found in today’s Gospel 

reading, Mt. 4:1-11.
The temptation to materialism. The 

devil went close to Jesus and said, “If you 
are the Son of God, command that these 
stones become loaves of bread,” (v.3) what 
an attractive temptation, indeed, at the 
height of Jesus’ bodily hunger. And being 
truly the Son of God, he could easily have 
done it to appease his physical hunger. 
But instead, he answered back and said, 
“It is written: ‘One does not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that comes from 
the mouth of God.’” (v.4). His answer was 
not just for his own sake, but for all of us. 
Our oneness with God is the primary and 
final reality of our lives. “In God we live and 
move and have our being.” (Acts 17:28). 
But a major tragedy in today’s world is the 
focus on our ego and the ego-centered, 
materialistic, Godless culture. The media, 
and not the human-divine Jesus, has be-
come the guide and the god of the lives 
and lifestyles of so many of our people.

Here was a couple who bought an-
other car instead of sending their house-
maid’s two teenagers to school, which she 
could not afford, especially because she 
is already a widow. And what about that 
pork barrel scam, and so many other simi-
lar sins and crimes of Satanic materialism 
and power?

The temptation to spiritual arrogance. 
Today’s Gospel continues with Jesus be-
ing invited by the devil to stand on the 
parapet of the temple in the holy city, and 
challenged him: “If you are the Son of God, 
throw yourself down. For it is written: ‘He 
will command his angels concerning you 
and with their hands they will support you, 
lest you dash your foot against a stone.’ 
Jesus answered him, ‘Again it is written, 
You shall not put the Lord, your God, to the 
test.’” (vv.6-7)

Indeed, all this is very meaningful to all 
of us who are God’s disciples. Human as 
we are, there is a tendency to believe that 
our salvation is certain through our exter-
nal good works and acts of penance, es-
pecially during the Season of Lent, which 
starts today. But the external cannot be 
focused on apart from the internal, which 
is one’s inner conversion of love and faith 
in the Lord. As the spiritual writer William 
Maestri puts it: “We can come to believe 
that the mere performance of deeds is suf-
ficient without an inner openness to grace. 
Also, there is a danger that we come to be-
lieve we are self-saved by our good works 
and penance. We come to believe that 
we have saved ourselves. We boast. We 
believe that God owes us heaven. Such 
spiritual arrogance can never be con-
doned and must always be held in check.” 
(From Grace Upon Grace).

The real answer is one’s authentic 
love, from head to heart to feet, as a re-
sponse to being loved by God. And since 
God’s love is unconditional, so must ours 
be. This means the giving of one’s total 
self to God and to all others, as Jesus did 
– through thick and thin, joy and pain, suc-
cess and failure, laughter and tears, all the 
way to the end of one’s life, which is the 
beginning of the eternal one.

The temptation to Satanic disciple-
ship. After the first two failures, the devil 
did not give up but led Jesus to a very high 
mountain, and from there, the devil showed 
Jesus all the kingdoms of the world in their 

worldly magnificence and power. “All these 
I shall give to you, if you will prostrate your-
self and worship me.” At this point, Jesus 
gave it to the devil and said: “Get away, 
Satan! It is written: ‘The Lord, your God, 
shall you worship and him alone shall you 
serve.’” (vv.8-10). And Jesus lived this to 
the very end of his mortal life.

This, too, is our mission and challenge 
in our own lives. To grow in awareness of 
God’s spiritual presence as our constant 
companion and develop a deeper aware-
ness of our oneness with God. Let us re-
peat here what we quoted above: “In God 
we live and move and have our being.” And 
as Albert Nolan describes so well in his 
book, Jesus Today, our oneness with God 
leads us to our oneness with ourselves, 
with other human beings, and with the 
universe. This is what Jesus experienced, 
and this is what he passed on to us. No 
less than unity in diversity. Pope Francis 
refers to it as global solidarity. In his recent 
Apostolic Exhortation, he emphasizes on a 
commitment to ecumenism as well as in-
terreligious dialogue. Love over dogma.

But side by side with all this, we must 
be constantly aware of the active presence 
of Satan and his cohorts. Let us be actively 
united in a spirituality of resistance against 
the anti-God culture of egoism, material-
ism, consumerism, sexual immorality, and 
social injustice.

Jesus, continue to lead us without 
end, Amen.

A
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Editorial

Ricky & Trixie Sun
Council / Archangel Gabriel BCGGEaster desire

We are now almost 
at the close of the 
penitential season 
of Lent, what we call 

“Cuaresma.” Cuaresma, from the 
Latin “Quadragesima,” means 40 
days, and it symbolizes the periods 
of preparation and purification we 
undergo as we journey through our 
own “wildernesses,” into renewal 
and new life. The Bible shows us 
numerous patterns of renewal:

It rained continuously for 40 days • 
before the great flood receded, 
after which there was a new cre-
ation 
Moses spent 40 days with God • 
on Mt. Sinai for a new covenant
God’s chosen people spent 40 • 
years wandering through the 
desert before reaching the prom-
ised land 
Elijah spent 40 days in Mount • 
Horeb to escape Jezebel after 
which he continued his mission 
with renewed strength and vigor 
Jesus fasted for 40 days in the • 
wilderness where he rejected 
Satan after which He began his 
public ministry
Jesus spent 40 days with His dis-• 
ciples between His resurrection 
and glorious ascension
Traditionally, we observe Lent in three 

interconnected ways:
We give alms to remind us that shar-

ing is a mark of a Christian’s daily life. We 
reach out to our neighbors, especially the 
needy, whom we might have neglected in 
the past.

We fast or abstain to purify ourselves, 
rid ourselves of our selfishness and self-
centeredness. We free ourselves from 
the noise that creates distance between 

us and God. By purifying our hearts, we 
strengthen our faith and learn to trust and 
rely completely on God.

We pray to our Holy Father to align 
ourselves and strengthen our relationship 
with Him. As our relationship with Him 
deepens, we are drawn even closer to Him 
– something He so desires. 

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday 
or Passion Sunday which celebrates the 
triumphant entry of Jesus to Jerusalem. 
Our King and Savior rode on a meek don-
key, signifying that He came in peace – 
one of the central messages of His teach-
ings. The Easter Triduum follows after a 
few days. We commemorate the Lord’s 
Supper and the Washing of the Feet 
which instituted the Holy Eucharist and 
the priesthood – teaching us that regard-
less of who we are, we should lead and 
serve with love as Christ did. We witness 
the supreme sacrifice of Christ’s Passion 
and death for our salvation. Our Savior 
then descended to hell to save and free 
the souls of our ancestors who have been 
waiting for Him. The Lenten Season culmi-
nates with our participation in the Easter 
Vigil and the “Salubong.”

The resurrection of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, marks the beginning of the Easter 
Season. It is the apex of the messianic 
prophecy fulfilled by the Son of God – the 
temple destroyed and rebuilt in 3 days. It 
is the day of our ultimate redemption from 
sin, a new life away from death. We share 
in the life of God’s only begotten Son by 
filial adoption. It is the climax of our Sav-
ior’s incarnation and confirmation of His di-
vinity, making all His teachings divine. The 
Lord’s resurrection is the foundation of our 
faith. ‘If Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is futile and you are still in your 
sins.’ (1 Cor 15:17)

As witnesses and beneficiaries of this 
glorious mystery, we respond to God’s in-
finite and unconditional love and mercy by 
living out Magis Deo’s 4 S’s (Stewardship, 
Simplicity, Sharing and Service).

We all have surface wants – a new 
iPhone, a brand new car, a high paying job. 
Will these things really make us happy and 
satisfied? How long before we yearn for 
something else? When will we stop want-
ing to have more material possessions? 
Do these give us peace in our hearts? 
Do these provide lasting satisfaction for 
the longing and emptiness we feel in our 
hearts? No matter how happy we think we 
are with worldly things, there will always be 
some restlessness in our hearts unless we 
recognize our innate desire for God and 
realize that only He can give us everlasting 
joy. This restlessness is God’s way of call-
ing out to us and when we listen, our rela-
tionship with Him deepens. Let us put our 
defenses down and be open to God. He 
wants us to have true happiness and eter-
nal peace which are, undoubtedly, what we 
yearn for too. These can only be attained 
by fulfilling our holy desires. The challenge, 
therefore, is to discern what these holy de-
sires are so that we may work at achieving 
them and leading a life He planned for us. 
As St. Augustine prayed, “Our hearts are 
restless until they rest in You.” Indeed, 
we will always desire God.

As we contemplate on what we desire, 
let us reflect on the things that have made 
us who and what we are. Let us recall 
not only the unpleasant or painful experi-
ences that have made us stronger but the 
blessings that have sustained us as well. 
Let us look at everything that has affected 
us – a story we may have heard or read, 
a scenario that tugged at our hearts, or a 
God-experience that continues to linger in 
our consciousness. It does not have to be 
dramatic. It may be a common and daily 
occurrence. Whatever it may be, let us not 
push it aside as it may be a signpost that 
God had placed in our hearts. Let us look 
at what we have to change about ourselves 
in order to have fuller lives. What specific 
tasks need to be done to bring us closer to 
what we desire? What do we want to do 

Continued on page 5
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CounCil CornEr

The general membership of the Magis Deo Community may 
not be aware of or has not internalized the vision and mission of 
our community. May we take this opportunity to remind again our 
members as we trek along the road of our spiritual journey. 
THE VISION

“Magis Deo is an apostolic community of encountered fami-
lies in Ignatian spirituality, committed to help build the Kingdom of 
God here on earth through a life of Stewardship, Simplicity, Shar-
ing and Service (4 S’s) to others.”

Being apostolic, the community therefore has a mission. Ig-
natian spirituality helps us to be more conscious of this, since it is 
a culture wherein we learn to see the presence of God in every-
thing. First and foremost, we see Him in our relationship with our 
spouse, our children, our family. With this in our consciousness, 
we become aware of God’s generosity and unconditional love 
for all. Responding to this, we endeavor to live a life of Steward-
ship, not obsessed with possessions; Simplicity, not ostentatious; 
Sharing and Service, being generous with our resources, talents 
and time for those in need. After all, we all live for our GOD and 
His people: “…love one another as I loved you.”(Jn 15:12), “…for 
he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he 
love God whom he has not seen…” (Jn 4:20), “….for I was hun-
gry…” (Mt 25:35-40), “…walang sino man ang nabubuhay para sa 
sarili lamang…” (Pananagutan hymn). 

THE MISSION
“To help build God’s kingdom here on earth in response to 

His unconditional love and His call and invitation, in the Ignatian 
spirit of MAGIS (more), as a community, as individuals, couples 
and families.”

With the vision in mind, Magis Deo embarks itself in helping 
build God’s kingdom here on earth. God calls and we respond. 
God’s kingdom is hardly a place; rather, it is a state where God 
rules in the life of His people. Strictly, people who live in sin and 
rebelliousness do not belong to the kingdom of God. But with 
God’s infinite compassion and unconditional love for us, He calls 
on us to reform and invites us to be His ambassadors in spreading 
His message of salvation, love and forgiveness. 

 The community through its various ministries endeavors to 
respond. Starting with us members, spiritual formation to improve 
our personal relationship with God is a continuous task. Our wit-
nessing during various outreach programs hopes to bring more 
people back to the grace of God. As individuals, some serve in 
their respective parishes, offering their services where needed. 
We respond when our brothers within the community are in need, 
we respond when other people are in distress. Yes, it should be 
our desire to do more for God in acknowledging His unconditional 
love for us.

In closing, the Community Services Ministry takes this oppor-
tunity to thank Rico and Terry Lim, and Seiko and Bambi Yaneza 
for saying yes to the invitation to serve as co-head couples for 
this ministry. Indeed they are showing an example of how to live 
the vision and mission of Magis Deo. The CSM also thanks Suni 
Rodriguez for the invaluable help she gave so unselfishly dur-
ing the early months of the ministry. CSM continues to count on 
her for her gems of wisdom. Again, we have here an example of 
one who lives the vision and mission of our beloved Magis Deo 
Community. Last but not least, CSM thanks each and everyone 
who wholeheartedly to work in the ministry, and thus serve the 
community.

and become for God? Are these what God wants us to do and 
become? Ultimately, we realize that our desires are what God 
desires for us.

We may desire to be a loving parent, an obedient child, a 
servant leader in our community or a social worker in a war-torn 
country. We may desire to emulate Christ in everything we do. 
Whatever we desire, let us discern if what we ask for is something 
that will fulfill God’s purpose for us and the world. After discern-
ing what it is we want to desire, let us ask if we have the desire 
to acquire or become it . For instance, we all felt and knew that 

Nilo & Marilu Sta. Maria
Council / Magnificat BCGG

Vision
Mission

as Christians we had to help the survivors affected by Typhoon 
Yolanda. All may have wanted to help but some may have lacked 
the desire to to do so. 

God does not stop knocking at our hearts and calling out our 
names. Fulfilling our holy desires is a way by which we attain self-
actualization, becoming the persons we were meant to be. So in 
spite of what would seem insurmountable because of our busy 
lives, we should not overlook or waste any opportunity to achieve 
these desires. We should not respond reflexively by asking “Why 
me?” but respond reflectively by asking “Why not me?” Let us ask 
for the courage to follow what we are called upon to do. Archangel 
Gabriel said to Mary: “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God.” Like Mary let us all say, “Thy will be done.”

Easter desire
Continued from page 4
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Coupled view:
Irreconcilable differences

Ricky & Gi Valencia, Easter BCGG

when the dust settles? As for me, I know I 
will be there waiting as the dust fades.

After all these years, I know that there 
will always be differences. We cannot 
change each other or expect each other 

to change. Being compatible is not hav-
ing similar traits but being able to work 
with each other’s quirks, weaknesses and 
strengths. Compatibility is hard work but 
with enough prayer, humility and tears (lots 
of tears), it is possible. There would be a lot 
of bruises and dead toenails, but the dance 
is worth it.

When can differences prove irreconcil-
able? I believe the dance would become 
tiresome only when one of us becomes ap-
athetic to and intolerant of the other. That 
would be the day when our arguments 
cease. On that day, there will be quiet, but 
never peace. On that day, I will stand alone. 
On that day, I will cease to be myself. I will 
cease to love. That day scares me.

When I can be myself, truly just my 
selfish self, I will stand alone. I will stare 
from afar, apathetic and intolerant, to the 
One who gazes back. I have danced the 

dance with bruises and dead toenails to 
prove it. He has danced with me with bruis-
es and nail prints to prove it. We had our 
differences but He opted to stand waiting. 
Can I just leave?

I choose to celebrate life… 
with FIREWORKS!

View # 2:

Sometime before our 
wedding, we visited 
the priest who was to 
officiate. He wanted to 

talk to us so we met up with him. 
At that time, this priest was one 
of the judges in the annulment 
court of the Catholic Church. 
He was a friendly person and 
there was much laughter dur-
ing the meeting. Before our talk 
ended, the priest viewed the 
required forms that we filled up 

and he put these in a folder. Then he wrote 
something on the folder and showed it to 
us. He had written, “NOT VALID FOR AN-
NULMENT!” Then, he affixed his signature 
under the written notice. The priest told us 
that we can NEVER, EVER be granted a 
Church annulment because he has talked 
to us and has judged that we both have no 
grounds for it. 

I gaped at the priest. I thought to my-
self, “So this is the consequence of choos-
ing a priest who is a judge at the Church 
annulment court! If I get married now, there 
is no way out anymore if the marriage 
fails.” I felt like a prisoner slapped with a 
life-long sentence. I looked at the one I 
was about to marry. The expression on 
that person’s face was calm, unperturbed, 
and with amusement in the eyes. I looked 
for a fearful expression and found none. 

View # 1:

Tests have shown that my spouse 
and I are really different. Besides 
the fact that one is Venusian 
and the other is Martian, every 

personality trait that we were tested for 
proved we are different. We have 
different tastes, interests and 
ways of tackling problems. These 
often lead to frequent arguments. 
These also make our life fun and 
exciting.

I often would not budge on 
things I consider infallible. “Les 
Miserables” is a far better movie 
than “Thor.” J.S. Bach’s music is 
more inspiring than One Direc-
tion’s music. Yet I found myself 
watching Thor, Star Trek, and 
The Avengers. My spouse also 
bravely stayed awake during a 
performance of Handel’s “Mes-
siah.”

After all these years, our per-
sonalities, tastes, and interests 
have not changed much. These differ-
ences still irritate and annoy me but some-
thing has changed. Seeing the joy in my 
spouse’s face also brings joy to mine, and 
that makes listening to the music of Jason 
Mraz twenty times an hour, worthwhile.

I have learned to tolerate the differ-
ences between me and my spouse for the 
privilege of loving the person I married. 
We have learned to dance around each 
other’s toes. We, unfortunately, are not 
light on our feet. We continue to argue but 
we also learned to listen at the same time. 
Sometimes, intense emotions are needed 
to convey intense passions. After the dust 
from the fireworks has settled, I know my 
spouse will still be there.

With all the flaws that my spouse sees 
in me, I often ask, “Is there a flaw in me 
that could break the proverbial camel’s 
back?” Is there something that is so repul-
sive that my spouse would simply vanish Continued on page 7
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Irreconcilable...
Continued from page 6

Since there seemed to be no fear in the one I was about to 
marry, my misgivings faded. I also loved a challenge so my 
doubts gave way to “Let’s do it!”

“Let’s do it!” means that my spouse and I should forget 
about irreconcilable differences which are the common rea-
sons for separating. This is where I found out that there is 
a much-needed third party in a marriage. That third party is 
God. He makes a good sounding board whenever things get 
tough. After venting out to Him, I have the renewed energy 
to go on and make peace with my spouse so that our irrec-
oncilable differences are reconciled. If we can’t make them 
reconcile, then with God’s help, we just agree to disagree. 
The usual way is to compromise with each other without 
selling our souls. This means we both must come out of the 
compromises with our human dignity and respect for each 
other still intact. This is easier said than done. 

It is a glaring fact that there are a lot of marriages out 
there that fail even if the husband and wife try their very 
best to work on it. It is also possible that a marriage may 
not turn out well even if God is included in the union. This 
is because although God is perfect, the husband and wife 
are not. Therefore, I take comfort in Pope Francis’ quote 
about failed marriages: “When, however, this leaving one’s 
father and mother, and joining oneself to a woman, and go-
ing forward… when this love fails – because many times it 
fails – we have to feel the pain of the failure, accompany 
those people who have had this failure in their love. Do not 
condemn. Walk with them.”

Eli Prieto, Jr., Genesis of David BCGG

At our annual Ignatian retreat last February 14, Fr. 
Manoling asked us to write a dialogue on forgiveness:  
between me and another person; between me and 

God. I chose to write a conversation between my mind and 
my heart.

Mind:  I cannot understand him. I already said sorry. 
Galit pa rin.

Heart: No wonder I feel uneasy, troubled and disturbed.

Mind: Siya na nga ang may kasalanan, siya pa ang 
galit. Nakakainis.

Heart: No wonder I am hurting and broken-hearted.

Mind: Gusto ko na ngang batukan para matauhan.

Heart: No wonder I feel hatred and resentment.

Mind: Ano ang gagawin ko? Nagugulohan ako.

Heart: Can I take the lead and you follow?

Mind: OK!

Heart: I feel hatred.

Mind: Gusto kong batukan para matauhan.

Heart: I am hurting.

Mind: Siya na nga ang may kasalanan, siya pa ang 
galit. Nakakainis.

Heart: I am troubled, but I feel kindness and 
compassion.

Mind: I will apologize.

Heart: I am at peace.

Mind: I am, too. 

A conversation on 
forgiveness

8 Harvs Gatbonton ME Class 112
8 Pat Laguio ME Class 107
9 Jonnie Tabilog James, Brother of John
10 Jon Cobico Thessalonians
10 Ricky Sun Archangel Gabriel
10 Derbs Tobias ME Class 109

Anniversaries - First 10 days of May
1 Gene & Eve Bañez Agnus Dei
1 Bong+ & Emma Punzalan Sirach
2 Leo & Marilyn Soliman Corinthians
3 Arnel & Bernie Isip Corinthians
5 Chito & Evie Bayron ME Class 106
5 Boy & Merl Cruz James, Brother of John
5 JR & Julie Mendoza ME Class 109
5 Franco & Tippi Reyes ME Class 111
6 Arnold & Dang Ibana ME Class 114
7 Lito & Anne Naldo Psalm 46-Samaritans
10 Corics & Lorns Merioles ME Class 108

Birthdays, anniversaries
Continued from page 16
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Is this some kind of a formula? …A code? Per-
haps, it is indeed a formula for a successful ME 
Weekend. Perhaps it is also a code to achieve a 
perfect ME Weekend.

But let me share with you a secret… it is actually just a count 
of the Prodigal 102 BCGG couples who “auxied” for ME Class 
116: Mike and Vanessa, Jojo and Rhea, Raul and Grace, and 
Aileen (husband Fernan is in Qatar). Of course Papoo and Alex 
were there too, who played a very important role as a team couple 
aside from helping the secretariat, running errands for physical ar-
rangement and doing other odd jobs. The Plus sign is Jesus, who 
was with us from the very beginning up to the end, just watching, 
just listening and just being there when we had some problems… 
problems like: who are we going to auxie if there are no couples 
attending? Lo and behold, He provided not just fifteen couples, 
which was our minimum target, but twenty one couples plus sev-
en singles! Other than Jesus, the plus sign are the people behind 
who did the pushing and the supporting: Cesar and Marivic Pare-
ja, Jojo and Jane Aldeguer, Claro Santos, Eli and Edith Prieto, 
and of course Tito Ike (always happily watching) and Tita Josie 
Llamas.

Some people wondered how a few couples could do a hercu-
lean job with barely three months for preparation. Somebody even 
said to let Prodigal 102 handle the job always. Prodigal 102 will 
be glad to do it, but we would not want to deprive other couples 

from experiencing the joy of service, which is the main reason 
why new graduates of an ME Weekend are tasked to auxie at a 
forthcoming ME Weekend. They say, “Love is sweeter the second 
time around.” Being auxies the second time around was more 
than sweeter, because we again experienced the joy of service 
and we learned so much more than what we learned the first time 
we auxied. 

The next time around, we will be glad to “auxie the auxies.” 
In the meantime, we would like to share what we learned from our 
experience, the “5 Ps” for a successful weekend:

Plan: Identify the goals, the roles and the responsi-1. 
bilities. 
People: Match the roles and responsibilities with the 2. 
people available. We identified our strengths and 
volunteered where we can use them.
Practice: Internalize the roles and responsibili-3. 
ties. Identify weaknesses. (Trivia: singing is not the 
strength of Prodigal 102, but we made it happen.)
Perfect Execution: Each one knew what to do and 4. 
nobody needed to be prodded during the ME Week-
end. We just did what we had to do and helped when 
we were behind schedule.
Pray!5. 

So… 3 ½ + is not a trade secret and is not owned by Prodigal 
102. It can be very well shared and multiplied.

3½ + Grace Cadayona
Prodigal 102 BCGG
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The Pope has many names. He is the Bishop 
of Rome and Vicar of Jesus Christ, successor of 
St. Peter. He is the Supreme Pontiff of the Uni-
versal Church, Primate of Italy, Archbishop of the 
Metropolitan and Roman Province. He is the Sov-
ereign of Vatican City State and has ABSOLUTE 
power over the Church. He is elected by and from 
among the College of Cardinals who are tasked to 
elect and assist the Pope in running the Church. A 
voting member of the College of Cardinals should 
not be older than 80 years old. Once elected, the 
Pope is tasked to head the Church for life. How-
ever, there are exceptions, e.g., the resignation of 
Benedict XVI. The Pope also delegates power to 
the Bishops.

The Bishop is the head of the diocese, the 
hierarchical governing unit of the Church. He has 
authority over the territory of the diocese. Arch-
diocese (Metropolitan See) is a head diocese of 
an ecclesiastical province that has other dioceses 
(Suffragan diocese). The Archbishop, while hav-
ing immediate jurisdiction over his own diocese, 
has several important duties: (1) to insure that 
his suffragan dioceses are vigilant in the faith and 
ecclesiastical discipline; (2) to inform the Holy Fa-
ther in case of any abuse or neglect in another 
diocese and, with his permission, to conduct a 
formal visitation to the suffragan bishop; (3) to ap-
point a diocesan administrator in case the suffra-
gan diocese has no bishop;(4) to install a newly 
appointed bishop for the suffragan diocese; and 
(5) to perform special tasks as the circumstances 
warrant. The Philippines has 16 archdioceses, 51 
dioceses, 7 apostolic vicariates (on the way to 
become diocese), 5 territorial prelatures (do not 
belong to a particular diocese under papal juris-
diction), and 1 military ordinariate.

In closing, Fr. James posed this challenge to 
each member of the community: What is my own 
concept of leadership in my community? How 
does it make me feel to exercise leadership that 
is hierarchical, vocational, charism-oriented, col-
legial, for service and in imitation of Christ? Do I 
consider my calling to leadership as one that em-
anates from God in the service of my own com-
munity? Matthew 20:26, “It will not be so among 
you; but whoever wishes to be great among you 
must be your servant.”

Topmost: Fr. Allan Abuan, Spiritual Director, with Team couples Cesar & Marivic 
Pareja and Papoo & Alex Reyes.  Above: Josie Llamas, ME Ministry head, 
with Jojo & Jane Aldeguer, shepherd of ME 116, and Prodigal 102 auxies. 
Bottom: ME Class 116.

The Magisterium...
Continued from page 1

Nilo S. Sta. Maria
Magnificat BCGG
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Uriel & Yella Castillo
Archangel Gabriel BCGG

“What you are in love 
with… will decide… 
how you spend your 
weekends…”

It must have been love… that made us 
spend Sunday, February 23, with 12 couples 
from Bistekville in Payatas, together with 
Archangel Gabriel couples, Eli and Edith Prieto, 
and some members of the Habitat for Humanity 
community.

It was the second session of Couple 
Power Lakas ng Mag-asawa (CPLM), the one-
day equivalent of the former “Suyuan.” A 
Memorandum of Agreement between Habitat 
for Humanity and Magis Deo enjoins our 
community to sponsor CPLM sessions among 
those living in HfH communities. 

We trooped to the Justice Cecilia Muñoz 
Palma High School bright and early, expecting to 
start at 9 am with 20 couples. By 9:30 am, when 
only five couples had trickled in, we leveled our 
expectations and asked for a number of couples 
at least equal to the number of auxie couples 
(i.e., six). Well, in the end, God sent double that 
number, and we felt the Holy Spirit’s presence 
the whole day.

Eli and Edith with their portable sound 
system were in great form, as always. Marcia, 
Trixie, Uriel, Yella and Franco ran the day care. 
Bib and Tippi manned the registration and tissue 

Fall in Love
Attributed to Fr. Pedro Arrupe, SJ (1907-1991)

Nothing is more practical than
finding God, than
falling in Love
in a quite absolute, final way.

What you are in love with, 
what seizes your imagination, will affect everything.

It will decide
what will get you out of bed in the morning,
what you do with your evenings,
how you spend your weekends,
what you read, whom you know,
what breaks your heart,
and what amazes you with joy and gratitude.

Fall in Love, stay in love,
and it will decide everything.

Continued on page 11
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  MusiCal notEs

God’s message (an invitation)

Jesus has a mission for me. 
There are lost sheep that He wants 
me to find and gather. Am I worthy 
to do what He asks of me? 

God cares for everyone, especially 
those who have gone astray. What is God 
trying to tell me? He has tasked me to 
guide and help others help themselves.

Jesus did not choose people because 
of what they were but for what they could 
become under His direction and power. I 
am nobody remarkable, yet You call me to 
be with You, to serve You. I have my wor-
ries, fears, doubts. I lift them all up to You 

and put myself entirely into Your hands. Do 
with me as You please. Let me be Your dis-
ciple, Your instrument.

As I go through my life’s journey, I ask 
myself, “What am I searching for?” As I mull 
over the answers to my questions, the song 
Hosea keeps repeating itself in my mind:

Come back to me, with all your heart
Don’t let fear keep us apart
Trees do bend though straight and tall
So must we to others call
Long have I waited for your coming
Home to me and living

    Deeply our new life.

dispensers, while Rudy was the official photographer. 
Ricky, Ted and Susan were the floor directors, baristas 
and entertainers of the visiting council couple. 

When the sessions got very intense in the afternoon 
we were afraid of two things happening: (1) that 
Bebot, one of the attendees, might collapse from sheer 
emotion, or that (2) our tissue dispenser ladies might 
use up the supply because they too, were crying.

Nothing compares to the satisfaction of shaking 
hands with each of the 12 lovely couples who seemed 
transformed by the insights and feelings shared during 
the day. Their eyes, their smiles, their handshakes 
conveyed warmth and gratitude, a contrast to their 
reticence when they registered. We received a flying kiss 
from Prince, the youngest boy in our instant day care 
center, as we waved goodbye to him from our car.

As we left we met Bebot in the stairway, and despite 
swollen eyes and red nose, her smile was the most 
heartwarming. She said, “Ma’am, nakakapanikip naman 
talaga ng dibdib! Pero, thank you po.” 

We thought we gave up a Sunday, but were gifted 
with so much more in return. Love has left us amazed 
with joy and gratitude. We have fallen in love, and 
we pray to stay in love. We pray the same for all the 
Bistekville couples. 

Prayer
Lord, You call on me to reform my 

life. Guide me through this journey be-
cause I cannot complete it without You. 
Your love for me is revealed through 
Your word. I speak to You from the 
heart, in all honesty, as a son to his 
Father.

Kit Palmario
Good Shepherd BCGG

“What you are...
Continued from page 10
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Stages of life

sCEnEs and signs of faith

Clyde D. Abapo, Jeremiah-Philippians BCGG

First Stage (Past): In My Mother’s 
Womb

I was a developing living organism in a 
world of darkness. I didn’t know what I am 
or who I am. I didn’t even know if I existed. 
Aside from my parents, only close relatives 
and friends knew that I was a growing child 
in my mother’s womb, and of course God 
who blessed me to be born in the next 
life.
Second Stage (Present): Life on Earth, 
a Journey of Faith

August 16 was the day of my com-
ing into this world. Within two years, I had 
my baptism and confirmation. I must have 
been five or six years old when I had the 
will to remember things and the capacity to 
observe what was happening around me.

I lived in a simple two-storey nipa 
house. I didn’t know how my parents 
earned a living, but most often, food was 
on the table. Although sometimes inade-
quate, we managed to make do with what 
was on hand. Prior to entering primary 
school, I had my first taste of catechism, 
during the Flores de Mayo. This was aside 
from my Lola’s input of religious concerns 
about church activities. 

Here are some of the lessons I learned 
during Flores de Mayo:

Story of Creation – Adam and 1. 
Eve lived in paradise. Because 
of temptation and disobedience, 
they were driven away and had to 
work for survival.
Story of Lucifer and St. Michael 2. 
– Lucifer was the most charm-

ing and intelligent angel created 
by God. He was God’s favorite. 
Again, because of disobedience 
and pride, he became Satan, the 
devil. St. Michael was created to 
be our protector and guardian an-
gel against evil.
Story of Jesus – The birth of Je-3. 
sus on Christmas day and His 
escapades as the child Sto. Niño, 
the suffering of Jesus, His death 
on the cross, and His resurrection 
are gospel truths emphasized in 
the teachings. 

We ended Flores de Mayo with con-
fession and Holy Communion.

During my four years of high school, 
once a week we had catechism class by 
the Jesuit brothers. Subject matters like 
sanctifying grace and sacraments were 
the centerfold of the teachings. My last 
two years in college were quite significant 
concerning my religious belief. I enrolled in 
a summer session of catechism. Subjects 
were on sacraments, commandments, lit-
urgy and sacred music. I also became a 
member of the Legion of Mary in our par-
ish. During prayer meetings, the focus was 
on evangelization, recruitment, and en-
couraging people to attend mass. 

The intricacies of the corporate world 
and the temptation of evil in the environ-
ment made my journey of faith at a stand-
still. To some extent, it was even a regres-
sion. My early years of marriage was not 
of big help due to financial concerns and 
too much time devoted to a growing fam-
ily. I think God must have sensed my need 

to set my spiritual journey back in motion. 
Enter Magis Deo and my spiritual journey 
continues. The struggle doesn’t end until 
the next life.
Third Stage (Future): Kingdom of Heav-
en

My definition of heaven is a state 
of being in eternal happiness. Nobody 
among us have gone up there to give us 
a clear picture of heaven. According to the 
scriptures, Jesus came down from heav-
en. But He described heaven in parables 
or compared it to our enormous feeling of 
joy in having precious possessions. There 
is no doubt we all want to go to heaven. 
But what is heaven really like? I think this 
is beyond the scope of scientific research. 
Perhaps what can be considered as a 
glimpse of heaven are the stories recorded 
and described by people who underwent 
near-death experiences. 

Most common among these stories is 
the presence of a bright light when death 
(clinical or temporary) occurs. They become 
attracted and they search for the source of 
the light by passing through a long tunnel. 
As they approach the end, an overwhelm-
ing beauty of a vast field comes to the fore. 
There arose an indescribable feeling of joy, 
peace, and contentment in their senses. 
The feeling builds up and there is no more 
desire or reason to go back. The decision 
to stay seems final, but not really. Some of 
them encountered a person in white robe, 
saying to them, “It’s not your time.” Death 
is certain and it should not be an image of 
fear. The big question is “Am I ready to be 
born in the Kingdom of Heaven?”
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Scholarships

nEwsBits  /  announCEMEntsnEwsBits / announCEMEnts

The happy faces at GK Aya.

We are very happy to inform you that the Scholarship 
Committee of our Outreach Ministry has been reactivated. The 
Ministry is initially making available in 2014 two scholarship 
categories:

TESDA (Technical Education and Skills Development 1. 
Authority) Training; and
College Scholarships in State Universities and 2. 
Colleges (SUCs).

For the TESDA Training Scholarships, the beneficiaries will 
be Suyuan Outreach graduates in Metro Manila or their children. 
For the College scholarships the beneficiaries will be the children 
of Suyuan Outreach graduates in Metro Manila.

The TESDA Training Scholarships will be financed by the 
Joey Yuson Scholarship Fund which was donated years ago 
by Nina Yuson. The College Scholarships will be funded by 
donations from generous Magis Deo members and their friends. 
The College Scholarships will be in the form of tuition support 
in the amount of Five Thousand Pesos (P5,000) per semester. 
This support (per scholar) will come from individual, couple, and 
company donations, or from the Magis Deo Scholarship Fund 
we have set up for the purpose of pooling donations of whatever 
amount.

The targets for 2014 are five TESDA Training Scholars and at 
least three College Scholars. It should be noted that the College 
Scholarships will continue until the scholar has graduated. The 
scholar shall remain a scholar for as long as s/he passes all the 
academic subjects taken in any given semester or term. There 
will be close coordination with the colleges/universities in the 
selection and monitoring of scholars. Availment of the College 
Scholarships can be at any year level and the selection will be 
carried out by the Scholarships Committee based on need, past 
performance and potential.

lt is in this light that we solicit your help by:
Providing the whole tuition support for one or more 1. 
scholars;
Contributing any amount (preferably frequently) to 2. 
the Magis Deo Scholarship Fund;
Soliciting support from other people, companies, 3. 
and institutions;
Giving other forms of support or other categories of 4. 
scholarships; and
Being part of the Scholarship Committee.5. 

We hope the 2014 scholars can already be announced on the 
first week of June 2014.

Please do not hesitate to contact us for any questions. Let us 
support this program of the Outreach Ministry – all for the greater 
glory of God.

Summer Outreach/Earth Day Celebration: 1. 
April 22, venue to be finalized with the 
Outreach Ministry
Sponsorship of the May 3 ComCel: 2. San 
Carlos Lay Force
Tribute to Graduates:3.  May 3
Script Writing Workshop:4.  May 24, Magis 
Deo Office
Guitar “Camp”:5.  May 25, Magis Deo Office
Sportsfest:6.  June 12

Henry & Gay Cruz
Youth Ministry

Boy & Kit dela Peña
Scholarship Committee Chair

Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life. It turns what 
we have into enough, and more. It turns denial into ac-
ceptance, chaos to order, confusion to clarity.  It can 
turn a meal into a feast, a house into a home, a stranger 
into a friend.

- Melody Beattie
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All siblings and mom together again after 15 years.

Rey Mella, Cana BCGG
 spiritual tidBits and huMor

Continued on page 15

I have always been an impatient per-
son. Through time I have mellowed. I like 
things to happen in my own time. I track all 
my activities and where I spend my time. 
I value my time so much that spontaneity 
is a difficult thing for me. I have to know 
when I should wake up, what I’m supposed 
to do right after, what I should be doing on 
weekends, etc. When we go on a vacation, 
I print our daily schedules with hourly activ-
ities. Prior to the advent of the GPS, I had 
Yahoo maps printed and knew exactly the 
number of hours of travel from our hotel to 
a specific point of interest we are visiting.  
I had notebooks and calendars with me all 
the time.  

____________

Oftentimes I ask and pray for some-
thing with a specific request on the tim-
ing. I am fond of deadlines, and even with 
God, I sometimes give Him a deadline, or 
at least, that’s how it would appear. While 
God always responds to what I ask on His 
terms, He does not act and respond based 
on my timing. It is always in His time. 

____________

As much as I can afford, I love to visit 
my folks – my mom, 6 brothers and a sister 
– in Canada during some of my business 
trips. As I age, it has been my desire to 
connect with my loved ones especially my 
mom who is now in her 80s. I would rather 
voluntarily visit during happy times rather 
than be forced to visit to attend a funeral. 
In the last nine years I had a Canada vaca-
tion in 2005 and 2010, plus a quick Vegas 
visit to my sister in 2012.

Last November my sister in the US in-
vited me to the March 22, 2014 wedding 

of her son Sim. I told her 
the chances of my hav-
ing a business trip in the 
US during the last few 
weeks of March may not 
be high as our manufac-
turing operations always 
go through a quarter-end 
push. 

In mid-December, our 
global HR team set up the 
2nd leadership summit 
in Napa, California dated 
March 18-20, 2014, and 
my boss asked me to at-
tend. Excellent timing.

The rest is history. 
I just came back from a 
long 10-day trip, having 
attended the company’s 
2nd leadership summit, 
and spending four days 
with my mom and nine 
siblings, all of whom attended the wed-
ding.  It was the first complete reunion of 
all eight sons and two daughters of Arsenio 
and Paz Mella in over 15 years. What a 
blessing. 

____________

In Vegas, I let go of my schedule. I 
went with the flow. I spent three days with 
my mom, brothers, sisters, nieces and 
some nephews after the wedding. I woke 
up when they woke up and I slept when 
they decided to sleep. I went shopping with 
them as obviously shopping was in their 
agenda. I ate where they decided to eat. 
Only two things I “controlled” and “influ-
enced”: the time that I ran the LV strip and 
the time we went to mass. Two brothers 

ran and walked with me and did 6K in 1.5 
hours (which included a lot of selfies), and 
all (my mom, brothers, sisters, nephews, 
nieces and grand kids) attended mass on 
the time I decided.  

Again, God is just wonderful for allow-
ing me to have a great time in a very loose 
and relaxed atmosphere, something rare 
and far between.

____________

“There is a time for everything, and a 
season for every activity under heaven.”

– Ecclesiastes 3:1
____________

On God’s 
impeccable timing
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On God’s...
Continued from page 14

Last year, a very close friend of mine landed in 
Edmonton with his family. He, his wife and four chil-
dren spent 15 years in the US trying to settle and 
make a life there. Over those years, he encountered 
big misfortunes – was laid off twice, couldn’t find the 
right job, was jobless for a couple of years, never got 
documented. He decided to try his luck in Canada. In 
2012, he emailed me to ask for help and I gave him 
my brother’s contact information. Several months 
later, I learned he and family were on their way to 
Edmonton. 

To make a long story short, he and his family 
have settled there. My friend, his oldest daughter and 
his two sons now have regular jobs. They have rented 
a house and have a family car. They have started a 
new life and their prospects for the future are bright. 

What is amazing about my friend’s journey and 
struggle is that he, his wife and their children stuck 
together through thick and thin. Never gave up. In all 
these, I’m sure God guided them and made sure they 
got their aspirations and goals in life accomplished. 
In His time.

____________

Three men hiking in a remote area in the High-
lands came upon a violent, raging river. They had to 
get to the other side, but had no idea how to do so 
safely.

Being a devout person, the first man dropped 
to his knees and prayed, “Please God, give me the 
strength to cross this river.” In a blinding flash of light, 
God gave him big, strong arms and legs, and he was 
able to swim across the river – almost drowning a 
couple of times on the way.

The second man thought he’d do something 
similar and said, “Please God, give me the strength, 
and the tools to cross this river.” In a second blinding 
flash of light, God gave him big, strong arms and legs 
and a rowboat, so he too was able to cross the river – 
almost capsizing a couple of times on the way.

The third man was amazed at how this had 
worked for his pals and he also prayed, “Please God, 
give me the strength and the tools and the intelli-
gence to cross this river.”

In a third blinding flash of light, God turned him 
into a woman! She looked at her map, hiked a couple 
of hundred yards upstream and walked across the 
bridge.

- www.walkscotland.com
____________

God is never late, He’s never early and He’s al-
ways on time! 

– Unknown

God blesses our marriage 
through our serving in the 

Suyuan
Gary & Marivic Canoso, Magnificat BCGG

When our shepherd couple Nilo and Lou Sta. Maria texted us, “Hey, can 
you join us in assisting in the upcoming Suyuan in Habitat-Navotas on March 
16?” we checked our work schedule first. Like most couples who are still in their 
“struggling stage,” we see to it that the family’s basic needs come first – or so 
it seemed. Soon we realized that “basic needs” should not be equated to just 
material needs.

After the morning trip to the venue, setting up the venue was very easy, 
thanks to the expertise of Eli Prieto who knew exactly where and how to posi-
tion the auxiliaries’ table and the sound system. The venue of the Suyuan (now 
called Couple Power-Lakas ng Mag-asawa) was the multi-purpose hall  of a 
small community comprised of bunk houses, some temporary, some perma-
nent.

 “Call time” was made by Ms. Sharon Magat of Habitat and her resident 
women leaders. In 30 minutes, most of the couples were already in the hall, 
while their children played outside. The attendees were relatively new neigh-
bors, coming as beneficiaries of the resettlement program of Habitat and the 
local government. But most of them are fisherfolk who work at sea at night and 
come home late in the morning.

The talks started with each couple participant introducing themselves, with 
Eli and Edith setting an example. Almost all of the 17 couples were living to-
gether without being married in church.  At snack and at lunch time, some 
children were called in by their parents to partake in the food provided by the 
auxiliaries.

The Suyuan went on until mid afternoon. The part where the topic was 
“separation by death of one partner,” was a tear-jerker as most of them realize 
the hazards their husbands are exposed to as they go out to sea daily to earn 
a living.

We believe a “marriage renewal in the works” also takes place with the 
Magis Deo couples who serve as auxiliaries. Whether we are aware of it or 
not, during the Suyuan, our marriage bonds are strengthened and our marriage 
benefits. It works for us, every time we serve as auxiliaries. It’s a booster to our 
first ME Weekend. God’s blessing continues to work in our marriage!
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Calendar of Activities:  April - June 2014
April Venue Contacts / Sponsors
5 Sat  Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Central Sector, Marriage Encounter  

  Multi-Purpose Hall (3rd Floor) Ministry, Thessalonians, Exodus,
    Genesis of David
   Guadalupe, Makati City 
10 Council and Ministry Heads Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
17 Lenten Recollection Makati City MEFP 426-4206
 Maundy Thursday 7:00 am
May
3 Sat  Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center South Sector, Youth Ministry
   Multi-Purpose Hall (3rd Floor)
   Guadalupe, Makati City
10-11 Team Training Seminar CeFam MEFP 426-4206
15  Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
18 MEFP Family Day TBA MEFP 426-4206
24-25 Team Training Seminar Cefam MEFP 426-4206 
June
7 Sat  Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center North Sector, Outreach Ministry
   Multi-Purpose Hall (3rd Floor) 
19  Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
20-22  Marriage Encounter Weekend BLD Covenant House Josie Llamas 821-0639
 ME Class 117 – P3,400/couple Dasmariñas, Cavite Ramie/Mimi Santos 853-0363

April Birthday Celebrants
1 Cherry Aldave ME Class 113
1 Chelle Biola James, Brother of John
1 Percy Castañarez Beatitudes
2 Ling-ling Callo ME Class 116
2 Tony del Rosario John
2 Myra Salvosa ME Class 115
3 Neth Alon Ephesians
3 Eugene Araullo Transfiguration
5 Teng Antonio Mt. Olivet
6 Floyd Tamera ME Class 116
7 Jackie Gallardo ME Class 110
8 Albert Narciso Psalm 46-Samaritans
8 Randall Tabayoyong ME Class 112
8 Vince Tuppil ME Class 111
9 Roland Salita ME Class 115
11 Malou Apo Exodus
11 Dina Valdes ME Class 111
12 Ed Castillo Cana
14 John Boren Agnus Dei
14 Liza Concha ME Class 111
14 Me-Ann de Guzman ME Class 112
14 Rudy Ebardo Jeremiah-Philippians
14 Watty Loresto ME Class 108
14 Val Lugti Genesis of David
15 Randy Flauta ME Class 106
15 Rosalie Kalwicz ME Class 113
15 April Oira ME Class 106
15 Butch Vargas Easter
16 Raffy Ramirez ME Class 116
17 Randy Rivera Song of Ruth
18 Myrna Servano ME Class 109
20 Janice Dawis ME Class 106
20 Jenny Panganiban ME Class 111
21 Monchito Mossesgeld Cana
21 Marissa Serrano Genesis of David
22 Champ Valdez ME Class 116
22 Beth Vargas ME Class 110
23 Gay Cruz Psalm 46-Samaritans
23 Joe Serranilla Mustard Seed
24 John Ronquillo James, Brother of John
26 Loung Cuartero ME Class 111
26 Yanyan Relucio ME Class 107
27 Emma Punzalan Sirach
28 King Mantecon ME Class 98
28 Marilyn Soliman Corinthians

29 Minda Lada ME Class 109
29 Ai Palete Prodigal 102
30 Hilda del Rosario Beatitudes
30 Ike+ Llamas Genesis of David
30 Lito Quimel Exodus
30 Angel Ylagan ME Class 112

April Wedding Anniversaries
3 Levy & Del Domingo Song of Ruth
5 Edwin & Jes Gumila ME Class 115
5 Kevin & Me-Ann Hernandez ME Class 115
6 Renie & Cherry Aldave ME Class 113
6 Doffs & Liza Concha ME Class 111
7 Manny & Leslie Gatchalian Good Shepherd
8 Raul & Carmen Ancheta ME Class 108
8 Ian & Elaine Serranilla ME Class 114
12 Art & Grace Santos Thessalonians
13 Raffy & Chona Ramirez ME Class 116
14 Lando & Chayong Lumanglas ME Class 113
18 Celso & Myrna Servano ME Class 109
23 Henry & Gay Cruz Psalm 46-Samaritans
23 Fred & Cora de Guzman Beatitudes
24 Regie & Daisy de Guzman Corinthians
25 Randy & Bibsy Flauta ME Class 106
25 Patrik & Yas Punzalan ME Class 115
26 Harry & Helen Chua Sirach
27 Roland & Loida Salita ME Class 115
29 Champ & Tin Valdez ME Class 116
30 Carlos & Rhea Vargas ME Class 107

Birthdays - First 10 days of  May
1 Mon Go Beatitudes
1 Mia Parada Psalm 46-Samaritans
2 Helen Nabong ME Class 107
2 Fely Redual Jeremiah-Philippians
3 Vic Hurna Mustard Seed
3 Steph Martinez Song of Ruth
3 Eden Santiago ME Class 114
4 Elvie Lepasana ME Class 116
4 Maricel Suarez Cana
5 Edwin Biola James, Brother of John
5 Lito Naldo Psalm 46-Samaritans
6 Patchot Abapo Jeremiah-Philippians
7 Cora Ona Archangel Gabriel
7 Bianca Rufino ME Class 111
8 Vina Dimanalata Good Shepherd
            Continued on page 7


