
Magis
Official Publication of the Magis Deo Community

Stewardship
Simplicity

Sharing
Service

Formation for Mission

December 2014

Pastoral Council Elections:
Leadership in Christian Communities

The annual Magis Deo elections 
for Pastoral Council Members were held 
on November 8 during the Community Cel-
ebration. Fr. James Gascon led the com-
munity in a prayerful reflection prior to the 
election with a talk on Leadership in Chris-
tian Communities.

Fr. James began enlightening us with 
explaining why we choose leaders. This 
is because the Church has a mission and 
the leaders stir the community towards 
accomplishing what it is called for, in the 
same way that Jesus chose the Twelve 
Apostles. 

Church Leadership is hierarchical, 
thus there is sharing in the authority of the 
higher position. It is not democratic where 
majority rules, and most positions are ap-
pointed or delegated by the competent au-
thority.

From the Latin word vocare — “to be 
called,” Church leadership is a vocation 
because one is called by God, and presup-
poses a response and a certain readiness 
for the tasks associated with the call. Many 
are called but few are chosen (Mt 22:14). 
Since it is a call, we are free to say yes or 
no. There are countless reasons we say 
no, as many of us are familiar with. But 

sometimes we know 
we are called, and also 
have the gifts, but still 
we say NO. By doing 
so, the community be-
comes poorer because 
the leader denies the 
opportunity to serve and 
enrich the community 
with his gifts.

Church leadership 
is grounded on Charism 
because one is gifted 
by the Holy Spirit with 
the talent and skills to 
carry out the challenges 
of the call. These gifts are multiplied when 
we share them.

“Jesus does not call the able, but He 
enables the called” (James Alberione).

Church leadership is collegial, a shar-
ing of power among co-equals; one’s vo-
cation is exercised as a shared power.

Leadership is servanthood, one is 
called to serve the community to which 
one is missioned.

And Jesus called them to him and 
said to them, “You know that those who 
are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord 
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it over them, and their great ones exercise 
authority over them. But it shall not be so 
among you. But whoever would be great 
among you must be your servant, and 
whoever would be first among you must 
be slave of all. For even the Son of Man 
came not to be served but to serve, and 
to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mk 
10, 42-45).

When we accept the call of leader-
ship, we imitate Christ, the source of voca-
tion and leadership in the Church. Leader-

Continued on page 13
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Miracle
of

miracles
09 November 2014

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

hat an ever-loving God you 
and I belong to! St. Paul in 
today’s Second Reading 
says it all in a few words: 

“Do you not know that you are the temple 
of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells 
in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, 
God will destroy that person; for the tem-
ple of God, which you are, is holy” (1 Cor. 
3:16-17). The very first chapter of the first 
book of the Bible reads: “Then God said: 
‘Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness’…. God created man in his im-
age, in the divine image he created him; 
male and female he created them” (Gen. 
1:26-27).

As a follow-up of His everlasting love, 
God became one among us in the person 

of Jesus Christ, so that we cannot miss 
anymore how much He really loves us, 
and what it means to be an image of and 
no less than a temple of God. Jesus lived 
an ordinary but very loving and compas-
sionate life for all of us to follow. But how 
come there is still so much un-Christlike 
behavior all around us and all over the 
world? The answer to this is incredible but 
true.

God created us in His own image, and 
one central quality of this is freedom of 
will. This freedom dignifies us like Jesus, 
who freely chose to love his fellowmen at 
the sacrifice of his own self. For Jesus, this 
was what it meant to be an image and a 
temple of God. To freely choose to live and 
die for the sake of love – the ultimate and 

only meaning of human life. “You shall love 
the Lord, your God, with all your heart, 
with all your being, with all your strength, 
and with all your mind, and your neighbor 
as yourself” (Lk.10:27). Even more, Jesus 
taught us: “But to you who hear I say, love 
your enemies, do good to those who hate 
you, bless those who curse you, pray for 
those who mistreat you” (Lk.6:27-28).

Outside my seminary window just the 
other week, I caught myself contemplating 
on the carpenters who were cutting down 
the trees on that piece of land where they 
will soon build an infirmary for our sick 
and elderly Jesuits. I became profoundly 
aware that each one of those humble la-
borers was an image of God and no less 
than God’s temple, even if perhaps, they 
themselves were not explicitly aware of 
it. My heart was filled with devotion and 
gratitude as I continued to watch them. My 
memory and imagination suddenly went 
back to the person of Jesus the carpenter, 
no less than God the Son as a devoted 
and loving worker.

I then became aware of my own self, 
from the time I was born, all the way to 
what and where I am right now. I was 
born as an image and temple of God, 
all throughout my life, and all these past 
years of my ministry as a Jesuit priest. 
Nothing but profound gratitude filled my 
heart as I looked back to all those years of 
being God’s image and temple. Deep re-
pentance also filled my heart as I recalled 
the times when I failed to be God’s image 
and temple due to my human failures and 
sinfulness. But the ever-forgiving God kept 
drawing me back to Himself over and over 
again. Lord, what an ever-loving and ever-
forgiving God You are. My profound grati-
tude will never cease for the rest of my life.

Going now to my profession as a pas-
toral counselor, I can honestly say that it 
makes all the difference when I become 
aware during our counseling sessions that 
the counselee, no matter how disturbed 
and disordered he or she may be, is an im-
age and a temple of his/her Creator. When 
I am able to succeed in helping the coun-
selee to become aware and feel that he/
she is an image and a temple of God the 
Holy Spirit, it then makes all the difference 
in the counseling process. This is done at 
a later stage, after facilitating the ventila-
tion and understanding of the many psy-
chological and emotional dynamics that 

the counselee is going through. Moreover, 
this is done, not only in individual counsel-
ing situations, but also in premarital, mari-
tal, family and group counseling. Each one 
is facilitated to feel God’s presence within 
him/her. This psycho-spiritual approach 
we use is both ecumenical and interfaith.

For the longest time in the past, the 
professional science of psychology and 
therapy did not integrate the healing pro-
cess with spirituality, especially in Western 
countries. But in recent times, a growing 
number of professional practitioners and 
publications have been integrating psy-
chotherapy with spirituality, starting with 
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA), Dr. M. Scott 
Peck, MD, and a later publication by no 
less than the American Psychological 
Association, entitled A Spiritual Strategy 
for Counseling and Psychotherapy, by P. 
Scott Richards and Allen Bergen. One little 
quote from the book: “The lesson this ex-
perience taught me was that religion may 
form the basis of a person’s most funda-
mental beliefs about self, other people, the 
world, and the nature of human existence. 
To fail to integrate a person’s most funda-
mental beliefs into the therapy process is 
to fail to use the most powerful tools avail-
able for therapy.”

Let me conclude that in all areas of 
profession, a psycho-spiritual approach 
is a must, most especially in politics. The 
person of our late senator and community 
leader and lover, Juan Flavier, is very in-
spiring indeed. May more and more of our 
political leaders follow his example of be-
ing an image of God and a temple of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.
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 Editorial

Joy S. Uy-Tioco, Sirach BCGG

Reflecting
on

Advent

Happy new Church year!
 

At this time each year, we start a new 
calendar of Bible readings by which the 
worldwide Church keeps us all on the 
same page in the story of salvation. As one 
community of God, we journey through the 
seasons that mark our Lord’s life when He 
was on earth. Reading and understanding 
together helps us live and love as one 
Body of Christ.
 
The first season is Advent. It starts 
every year on the fourth Sunday 
before Christmas. Advent teaches us 
preparedness for Christ’s three comings:
 
• His coming into human history as our 

promised Savior (First Reading)
• His return at the end of time as our 

Judge (Gospel)
• His daily arrival as Grace (Second 

Reading), or His presence in the 
spiritual and material gifts that sustain 
us daily, as well as His presence in 
every person and every experience that 
form the fabric of our lives.

 
Examen:

As we wait with dear Mama Mary for the
      birthday of her Son and our Brother,
I look back on the year just past,
and with deep gratitude,
ask God to allow me to see it through His eyes.

I thank Thee, Lord of All,
for the countless times You have allowed me
     to love with Your love.
I rejoice with Your joy 
at each Suyuan, each MEW, each Community
      Celebration, 
each AIR or SDR, each BCGG, 
each issue of the Newsletter, 
each Sacred Eucharist we celebrate, 
each meal with our families, 
each act of kindness, 
each moment of irritation or annoyance, 
each life-filled breath, each hug from my child!
For they are all moments when You say to me
“I am here, I will never leave you.”
 
Lord, I look at the stars in the night 
twinkling and blinking.
They send a message:
 

Remember, remember,
not just that Holy Night when Christ was born,
taste, savor, relish,
each moment, every moment
that God loves us,
continues to love you,
and will do so
until the Son returns at the end of time.

Will You find us true Lovers,
Who have loved one another
the way You have loved us,
or will You find us wanting?

Dear Blessed Lord, thank You
for this Blessed Season of Waiting,
For You are giving us time,
You are giving us tomorrow
And the day after, and the day after,
To repent, to do better,
To love and serve better,
As You have loved and served
Completely, unselfishly, undyingly glad!
 
Alleluia, Alleluia!
My God with us!

Isaiah 63: 16 - 17, 19; 64: 2 - 7
1 Corinthians 1: 3 - 9
Mark 13: 33 - 37
(Please read these Bible passages first.)
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A blessed, merry Christmas,

Magis Deo!
Charley & Jay Ng Sy

2014 Chaircouple / Agnus Dei BCGG

Thank you for giving Charley and me the 
opportunity to serve the community.

“Today is the first day of the rest of your lives” 
is a phrase that caught my attention during our ME 
weekend in November 1987.

Charley and I started our journey in Magis Deo that 
day. We went through a long and winding route. Often-
times we went off track but God always put us back 
on the road. He gave us the grace to attend the Spiri-
tual Deepening Retreat in 1989, two years after being 
elusive to calls for ME reunions despite our being one 
of the coordinators. It could have been then that God 
planted the seed of “desire to serve” in my heart be-
cause I could not stop my tears from running down my 
face while the song “Here I am. Lord” was playing in the 
background during one quieting down moment. The lyr-
ics pierced my heart. 

But there’s a great difference between being in a 
retreat where one gets spiritually high and being in the 
outside world where one gets high with worldly things.

Young as we were, fascinated with what life was 
giving us, coupled with the ambitions we wanted to pur-
sue and the dreams we wanted to come true, we made 
side steps. 

Again God put us back on track using people whom 
we could look up to in the persons of Tito Bayani and 
Tita Cathy Rafael. They were able to make us join and 
stay in the prayer group they were shepherding. They 
were living examples of what a spiritual person is and 
role models of what married couples should be. They 
were ever patient with our budding spirituality. We sim-
ply drifted in our spiritual journey. Like the other mem-
bers of our BCGG, we were content in just being in our 
prayer group, not getting involved in any community ac-
tivity that made Tita Cathy often say, “My Agnus Dei are 
hopeless cases.” Nevertheless she would always ask 
me to accompany her, to a Suyuan, to a sector meet-
ing, to SAINT (Sa Ilalim Ng Tulay) or to any community 
activity, wherever. I was always willing to do so, and did 
not react (violently) when she volunteered us to be ME 
shepherds because I regarded her as my other mother. 
After she joined her Creator, we were hesitant to be 
shepherds of Agnus Dei. The shoes that our shepherds 
left behind were too huge for us to fit in. Nevertheless 
we accepted the responsibility. 

Thereafter we became North Sector heads then 
Pastoral Council eligibles. Tita Cathy seemed to have 
direct communication with God in heaven! In retrospect, 
I realized that I was then being mentored by Tita Cathy. 
God used her as His instrument in preparing me for a 
bigger task and responsibility. He took note of what I 
said in prayers when I was spiritually high.

As ME shepherd, BCGG head and North Sector 
head, I learned to give my services without counting the 
cost. I learned to be truly generous, giving my “widow’s 
mite.” I learned to share not just material things but 
more of my time. I learned to be responsive, not reac-

Continued on page 13
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Continued on page 15

Ricky Valencia
Easter BCGG

Once every quarter, the Praxis Ministry 
invites all the shepherds and alternate shepherds 
for coffee. Louren Dacanay, the Praxis boss (sorry 
Rufo, I have to call it as it is), sends out invitations 
and flyers in the hope that all will go. Some do but 
some don’t. Together with those who go, I certainly 
have my fill of delectable food and new friends. 
Not only do I get to shake their hands but I also 
hear their stories. From those stories I get to know 
the people who are worthy to be shepherds.

I discover that shepherds are ordinary people who are thrust 
into a leadership role because their BCGG members trust them. I 
also realize that the trust bestowed on them does not make them 
shepherds. Instead, what set these people apart is their willing-
ness to accept their role as shepherds. On second thought, that 
makes them extraordinary.

Through their stories, I hear about the inadequacy that shep-
herds feel as they try to fulfill their responsibilities. They know they 
still have a lot to learn but they are willing to learn. The trust of 
their BCGG depends on it.

These informal meetings become a venue where the shep-
herds air their different needs without fear of prejudice or judg-
ment. After a few sips of coffee, one quickly realizes that everyone 
is riding the same boat. Each has his own difficulty. Each has his 
own strength. Each has his own paddle. Paddle alone and you go 
in circles. Paddle together and the boat heads where you intend 
it to go.

Shepherds narrate their failures and successes. Through 
their stories, I realize that most of my problems aren’t unique. 
I also get numerous insights on how these same problems are 
successfully dealt with. My new- found friends give me the con-
fidence to deal with my issues. I may not be able to solve the 
problems of my BCGG but I now have the desire to persistently 
try. The next time I meet with my shepherd-friends, I will be able 
to narrate my experiences of failures and successes.

One common source of strength for all the shepherds is 
prayer. Prayer and faithfulness to God is the refuge of the shep-
herds from all their frustrations, apprehensions, and ignorance. 
Prayer is also their expression of joy and gratitude. Each shep-
herd’s approach to prayer is unique – much like how God person-
alizes His approach to each one of us. The common bond among 
the shepherds is their dependence and gratitude to God.

During the first Coffee Talk, one common prayer stood out. 
The shepherds expressed their desire to be able to pray the Exa-
men. From previous seminars and workshops, they knew that the 
Examen is an important prayer form of Ignatian Spirituality. Some 
expressed that their lambs would definitely benefit if the Examen 
was taught to them. I offered to share to the group what I know of 
the Examen in the next Coffee Talk.

The clamor by the shepherds was so resounding that the Ma-
gis Pastoral Council took it up and asked the Formation Ministry 
to create a program to teach the Examen to all its members. This 
is the same Examen Teach-Ins that most of us experienced the 
past months. Since the shepherds wanted a deeper insight into 
the Examen, Rufo and Louren persuaded me to continue on with 
my presentation on the next Coffee Talk.

My presentation was brief. I focused on God’s presence in 
our daily life. God is always helping us yet we are often confused 
with His intentions. We failed to see His helping hand. We failed 
to thank Him for his graciousness. Yet, for those few times that we 
glimpsed His presence and thanked Him, God smiled.

The Examen is our daily conversation with God about the 
day that was. At the end of the day, we remember the times we 
connected with God, the times we missed Him, and the times we 
ignored Him. We remember and express to Him how our encoun-
ters and non-encounters felt. We then plan our next day with the 
Lord.

Coffee 
Talk
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Daily Distractions
From:  America – The Catholic National Review  |  November 24, 2014  |
by John W. Martens

John W. Martens is an associate professor of theology 
at the University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, Minn.

First Sunday in Advent (B), Nov. 30, 2014
“Beware, keep alert; you do not know when the time 
will come” (Mk 13:33)

Pope Francis said, on World Environment Day, June 
5, 2013: “We are losing the attitude of wonder, 
contemplation, listening to creation. The implications of 

living in a horizontal manner [is that] we have moved away 
from God, we no longer read His signs.” He was referring to 
the physical environment, but he links the lack of awareness 
of our physical surroundings, nature and the human milieu 
to inattentiveness and distraction concerning the spiritual 
world. If we do not attend carefully to the things of this world, 
including ourselves, we lose sight of God.

During Advent we need to refocus our spiritual attention. 
One way we can do this is to gently question our need for 
instant gratification and quick answers in all areas of life. How 
many of us today are bound by our smartphones, responding 
thoughtlessly by reaching for our phone whenever we hear 
e-mail or direct message tings, regardless of what we are 
doing or with whom we are talking? Our devices follow us 
everywhere, not allowing us time to think or reflect.

We are losing the sense of wonder and contemplation, unable 
to read the signs of the times because of distractedness. This 
has an impact on our prayer, sense of community and family, 
and spiritual reflection. Distraction has permeated our daily 
lives so completely that intellectual, spiritual and emotional 
focus can no longer be taken for granted. Distractedness 
does not allow us to wait; it does not allow for patience, for it 
wants what it wants now.

Constant access to information and sources of knowledge 
is not a substitute for wisdom. It can, however, draw us into 
the mire of minutiae, away from real thinking, wonder and 
contemplation, and lead us to ignore our need to wait patiently 
to be prepared to encounter Christ. Patient waiting is neither 
distracted nor empty behavior. Patient waiting allows us to 
contemplate our lives and consider how we will prepare to 
greet the coming of Christ during Advent, to wonder about 
the signs of God and what they are speaking to us, to listen 
attentively to Scripture and what it is saying in the church and 
in the world.

We need to adopt an internal quiet to wait with and for Jesus. 
Before his arrest and crucifixion, Jesus taught his disciples 
how to wait patiently for his return by means of a parable. 

He taught them to “Beware, keep alert; for you do not know 
when the time will come.” This is not an instruction to anxiety, 
but guidance on attentiveness. The instructions for waiting 
on Christ are outlined in the parable. The slaves were asked 
to take charge of the household, “each with his work,” and 
the doorkeeper was commanded “to be on the watch.” The 
household is asked to continue its work and its daily routines 
with their minds attuned to when the master would return. 
Jesus calls for vigilance.

In the final part of the image, Jesus instructs his disciples: 
“Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, 
or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep 
when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: 
Keep awake.”

“Keep awake” is not about sleep, but about spiritual torpor, 
which in our day manifests itself often as busyness in the 
form of distractedness. Distractedness is a way of not paying 
attention to oneself or the needs of others or the voice of 
God because we are so busily doing nothing. Being awake 
when the Messiah arrives depends upon our ability to wait 
quietly and to be aware enough to recognize Christ when he 
comes. To wait for Christ patiently demands active attention. 
The prophet Isaiah says, “There is no one who calls on your 
name, or attempts to take hold of you.” But how can one call 
on someone they no longer know? The difficulty today is not 
necessarily that people reject Christ, but that they are not 
awake and attentive to the signs reminding us that the Messiah 
is coming. 
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Yearly, the Magis Deo community celebrates a night for 
couples where they enjoy the night together in dance, 
music and dinner. It has always been a fun-filled cel-

ebration and a romantic evening for the couples. This year we 
celebrated with a big bang! 

Last Saturday, November 15, 2014, the Magis members got 
together for the “Magis Big Night!” Oh yes, it was surely a Big 
Night for everyone! We had a Big attendance, Big time location 
at Bistro RJ at the Dusit Thani Hotel, and Big time raffle prizes (a 
32” smart TV, a home theater system, to name a few). Earlier in 
the evening, we were serenaded by Ms. Zarah Gagatiga and our 
Magis Deo Choir just before dinner was served.

Drinks were on the house — unlimited iced tea and wine were 
enough to quench the thirst from non-stop dancing led by dance 
instructors while the Flashback Band untiringly played 70’s, 80’s 
and 90’s hit songs. Hard drinks were served to our Magis “Macho-
nurins.” The night was filled with smiles, laughter, a lot of “beso-
beso” greetings and colorful “kwentuhans.” Some came to im-
press wearing their best 80’s outfit. Easter BCGG came wearing 
colorful disco hairdo pieces. We almost filled the whole venue yet 
people were still able to move around and dance the night away. It 
was a good way to sweat it out! It was definitely a fun, happy and 
fulfilling evening. I’m already looking forward to our next big night!

Planning and making this event happen was no easy task for 
the Committee. Unlike the past years where the Couple’s Night 
would be partially subsidized by the Community, this year we 
maximized sponsorships and ticket sales, and made it a favorable 
fund raising event to support the Community’s various projects 
and activities.

Getting sponsors for the event was a challenge but with 
sheer determination, commitment and lots and lots of prayers, we 
garnered 8 major sponsors, 7 secondary sponsors and 10 minor 
sponsors. Many thanks to the Committee Members (Charley & 
Jay Ng Sy, Manny & Leslie Gatchalian, and Nilo & Marilu Sta. 
Maria) for the hard work and perseverance. You get E for Effort! 

We are happy to announce that we reached our goal and 
raised enough funds for the Community.

We would like to thank the following Sponsors for making this 
event a BIG success:

Major Sponsors: Adcon Digital, Inc., MGVM Design and 
Construction, Standard Manufacturing (Outlast Battery), Steel 
Centre Phils. Inc., St. Gabriel International School, SunCellular, 
Pastoral Council 2014, Charley & Jay Ng Sy.

Secondary Sponsors: Manny & Leslie Gatchalian, Carlos 
A. Cruz and Tony Ong, Djarna Manpower Services c/o Ferdie 
Cruz and Djarn Pestaño, Pilipinas Coconut Derivatives Inc. c/o 
Leony Parada, Farmacia ni Doc, Magis Deo Choir, Lots’a Pizza 
c/o Miles & Evelyn San Pedro.

Minor Sponsors: Premy & Lina Tan, Racquel Cabrera, The 
Flashback Band, Genesis of David BCGG, Marko & Rowena Lac-
qui, Josie Espino, Mon & Alice Go, Ressie Maralit, Tipas Bakery, 
Noel & Gigi Resurreccion, Pepsi Cola, and Organo Gold. 

Again, thank you. Your support for the Magis Deo Community 
is very much appreciated.

I personally had so much fun, despite being “all over the 
place” that night to make sure things ran smoothly. I am sure 
everyone else can say the same. It was great seeing Magis Deo 
members getting together, enjoying each other’s company… all 
for the benefit of the Community! It was great seeing a huge proj-
ect like this come to life. 

To everyone who supported this project, BIG thanks to you! 
To those who came and shared the evening with us, your pres-
ence was most important! Till next time!

Big Night for 
Magis Deo!

Enrico A. Lim, Easter BCGG



9December 2014



10 Magis

When we arrived at the BLD Covenant House to 
sponsor and serve as auxiliaries at the Nov. 28 – 30 Marriage 
Encounter Weekend for Class 119, we said to ourselves, 
“This is it!” The long preparations, the planning, recruitment, 
and practicing… are over.

Our group is composed of our very energetic shepherds 
Jojo & Jane Aldeguer, auxiliaries Arlon & Mariflor Reyes, 
Mina & Floyd Tamera, Rik & Freda Berwite, Jay & Gie Belga, 
Ellen Castro, Susan Exconde, and Ronnie Sargan, all from 
ME Class 116, and Bebot Hurna of Mustard Seed BCGG. 

Fr. James Gascon was the spiritual director for the 
weekend. The 15 couples and 13 singles were inspired by 
the sharing of team couples Cesar & Marivic Pareja and Rufo 
& Louren Dacanay.

This ME Weekend is another turning point in our couple 
life, in our spiritual journey, as we shared our couple power 
and served the Lord together with the other members of our 
ME Class. I remember when we were the participants at our 
own ME Weekend in February of 2013. It is such a wonderful 
feeling to see how God moved couples to show their love for 
each other and receive His blessings, specially as the week-
end came to a close.

Being auxies is a very tiring job but we all managed to 
overcome the fatigue; we prayed, smiled, laughed and joked 
with each other, and deepened our friendships. 

Thank you, God. You helped us make the weekend a 
successful and enjoyable experience for all.

Reflections
on the

November MEW

Mar & Len Canonicato
ME Class 116

ME Class 119 (Couple Participants)
Nov. 28-30, 2014    BLD Retreat House

Dasmariñas, Cavite
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Nov. 29, 2014
 
Dear Fr. James, Presenting Couples and Auxiliaries, 

I’m writing to personally thank you for this very fruitful and 
eventful ME Weekend. I’m sure Ton is also thanking you for this 
wonderful event in our married life. Writing love letters has always 
been my favorite but I can’t remember the last time I wrote my 
husband a love letter, not until last night. We will be celebrating 
our 9th wedding anniversary this Dec. 23, 2014 and what a way 
to celebrate by attending an ME Weekend. 

We also thank Kleng and Jon who invited us and even paid 
for us to make sure we attended this ME. Sobrang thankful kami 
to them; and early Christmas gift ito sa amin. 

Moreover, to celebrate our 9th wedding anniversary, we will 
be going to Bohol on Dec. 3 to 6. I say this will be our honey-
moon because we didn’t have one when we exchanged vows 9 
years ago. This ME Weekend was the first time we traveled as a 
couple.. imagine after 9 years! So honeymoon rin talaga ito, pati 
yung trip naming sa Bohol :). Though we missed our daughters 
Dada and Adi, we know we needed to have this ME Weekend at 
this time.

We have many realizations after this ME. One that strikes me 
is when Fr. James said, “your sex life likely reflects your married 
life” (not sure I captured the exact words but the context is like 
that). In September 2014 (very recent!) we went through a very 
serious trial as a married couple, leading us to attend this ME 
Weekend. Daming “sapul” sa mga topics sa amin kaya madalas 
napapansin niyo ang pag-iyak ko pag tinatamaan ako ng sharing 
of the presenting couples or when Fr. James asks us to reflect 
with our eyes closed. I can say that before attending this ME I’ve 
already forgiven Ton, and this ME confirmed that I actually and 
honestly have, and that I have surrendered all to God. I’m only 
human and it is hard to forget, but I know with the Lord’s help 
and love and with time, my wounds will be healed totally and I will 
learn to forget as well. As Fr. James said “love is a decision” and I 
continue to love my husband – I already decided to do so. I’m sure 
he also feels the same way. 

Now I feel we are starting all over again. I pray that this week-
end will always be a reminder to both of us that we need to make 
our marriage work for the glory of God, for our children as well. 
Ton and I of course would want to raise our children in a happy 
home, a home full of love and understanding, and from there, we 
will build a community of love. I always thank the Lord for giving 
us two beautiful, healthy, smart, and caring daughters. They are 
the perfect reminder of God’s grace. We love them dearly, and we 
will make sure they will grow up to be God-fearing and respon-
sible individuals. 

I have so much to say to all of you because my heart now is 
full of joy and “thank you” is not enough but I have to end this letter 
now because I will still be writing a letter to my husband and kids. 
Basta maraming, maraming salamat po at kayo’y naging instru-
mento sa isang napakagandang gawain na ito. 

God bless you all!

     Sincerely,
    RR Biong

An Open Letter
from

RR Biong

RR & Ton Biong
ME Class 119

ME Class 119 (Couple Participants)
Nov. 28-30, 2014    BLD Retreat House

Dasmariñas, Cavite
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Marriage Encounter Weekend (Class 119)
Nov. 28 - 30, 2014

Sponsors and auxiliaries: ME Class 116, Mustard Seed BCGG

ME Class 119 (Single participants from CeFam)
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ship is an act of love, as Christ loved his Church. We serve out of 
love, no matter how imperfect this can be, but in our sharing we 
are greatly increased.

Fr. James added some points for reflection: Why are we 
sometimes reluctant to heed God’s call to serve? Do we consider 
our calling as one that emanates from God? Or is it because our 
motivations are not clear and pure? Do we need affirmation? Do 
we regard ourselves as imperfect and incapable to perform? Are 
we worried we might not be able to please everyone? Do we also 
focus on our task and responsibility to support the persons we 
choose, or even those who have been elected and yet we did 
not choose?

The office of leadership is grace itself. We might not agree 
with our leaders, in our eyes they may not be deserving. Yet, the 
fact that they are elected summons us to respect the grace of 

office. Our support and obedience to our leaders is inherent to 
the position regardless of who is elected. It is our responsibility 
to help them carry out their call; this is our duty as members of 
the community.

Outgoing council members who served a two-year term are 
Charley & Jay Ng Sy, Claro & Linda Santos, and Ricky & Trixie 
Sun. These outgoing members served as COMELEC during the 
election. 

Our three newly elected Pastoral Council members are Ted 
& Susan Concepcion (Archangel Gabriel BCGG), Rey & Lucy 
Mella (Cana BCGG), and Ricky & Gi Valencia (Easter BCGG). 
We welcome you, our 2015-2016 servant leaders of the Magis 
Deo Community.

Butch & Joey Vargas
Council / Easter BCGG

tive. I learned to hold my temper when pro-
voked, silently praying to the Holy Spirit, 
and count to 10 then take a deep breath, 
before I say something. I learned not to be 
judgmental, accepting the uniqueness of 
each person. Most of all I learned to be 
humble, accepting my limitations and tak-
ing into consideration other ideas. 

I continued to learn more the past 
year. The learning process is akin to the 
kneading and grinding of the potter’s clay. 
But I did not learn solely from my experi-
ences but from examples that some mem-
bers of the community have shown. I am 
humbled by the way the choir have been 
sharing their time and talent and giving 
service. Unlike some of us, they cannot 
afford to be absent during community cel-
ebrations so they can give beautiful music. 
They are on call anytime and every time 
to sing at a wake of a member or a mem-
ber’s immediate relative. More often than 

not they are the only Magis Deo members 
condoling with the family of the deceased. 
Hats off to you Magis Choir! 

The thrusts of the 2014 Pastoral 
Council were to ignite members’ commit-
ments and to build up a sense of com-
munity. We believed that any set direction 
would be in vain without the cooperation of 
each and every member of the community. 
Thus we continued the council visitation of 
BCGGs that started the previous year, for 
the Pastoral Council to commune with the 
other members and get to listen to their 
desires. Intra Sector meetings were done 
in lieu of an interface so members from the 
all the various sectors would get to know 
and get more acquainted with each other. 
A new mission area was adopted where 
the whole community will hopefully work 
together in the values formation of the 
families in that area, and get to put into 
practice the 4 S’s.

To further help the Magis Deo com-
munity in its spiritual growth, the examen 
was re-introduced and integrated in the 
BCGG prayer meetings to familiarize each 

one with how it is done, and eventually do 
the examen on their own, and make it a 
daily habit. The Companions Program was 
launched which aims to be a vehicle for 
services such as counseling, spiritual di-
rection/instruction, volunteering as Com-
panion, and feedback. These are some of 
the things we initiated and hopefully will be 
continued. 

All of our undertakings would not have 
been possible without the support of the 
Pastoral Council members and ministry 
heads, our co-servant leaders. Maram-
ing salamat. To our spiritual Director, Fr. 
James, thank you so much for having em-
boldened us by empowering the Pastoral 
Council, yet always being available if and 
when needed. Thank you for your affirma-
tions and words of wisdom. Thank you as 
well to you, Rico Lim, for your being a “one 
man team” and yet made possible and 
successful the Magis Big Night. You have 
shown what commitment and dedication 
to assigned responsibility is all about. 

To the community thank you for trust-
ing us.

A blessed , merry...
Continued from page 5

Pastoral Council...
Continued from page 1
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Rhythm of the Big Night
Leslie B. Gatchalian, Genesis of David BCGG

 MusiCal notEs

There were questions and discussions af-
ter the presentation. No one dozed off. It must 
be the unlimited coffee or “unli-coffee.” I hoped 
I was of help to my fellow shepherds.

Other issues are also discussed during the 
Coffee Talk. Some shepherds give their own 
two cents’ worth. Friends are helping each oth-
er. Simple stories become inspired deeds. God 
takes His coffee break with us and it is quite 
inspiring. There is more.

Let me tell you about the food. Louren’s 
cookies and pastries are there, several “katu-
tubong kakanin,” sandwiches and more. Food 
is as freely shared as the stories and there is 
abundance of both. To all shepherds and alter-
nates, please come to the Coffee Talk. Yes, the 
coffee is brewed.

The crowd was loud
the voices strong...
what have you got but a mighty phone
with all the blinding lights
and roaring calls
Leslie opened the night with a dashing roar.
Silence fell as eyes were glued
to the one singing; it couldn’t be understood
but soon it came clear
she was opening the ball
the audience attuned 
a loud Mabuhay! for all
and the night rolled.

She called on Lou who spritely came,
leading a prayerful thanksgiving to God.
Thank you dear God for giving grace to this lot
26 years is really a lot!
a very long way, some areas narrow and tight
some easy to tread with sunshine’s delight
signifying He will always be there with us, 
the choir sang, donned in rainbow colors bright.

Then Zarah rendered love songs, stirring the mellow in the crowd
Leslie’s rhythmic chacha footsteps tickled the dancing feet about.
the Flashbacks Band gave all their beat,
made everyone gyrate in line, strongly as one
showing the unity in the community, moving harmoniously as one
while individual counter movements give interests, unintended pun
Spouses know the music queue, holding tightly to their loved one
Some couples braved it out to confess
With slower dancing the smoother the embrace
The awaited AVP of couples turned out too shy for the fun
along came the raffle and the grooviest one
The throne was given to Pachot,
all smiles for the microwave she is to bring home
When it was almost over some more dancing was done
It ended on a high note, some wishing for more time
But the bell soon rang when it had to close for another run.
But Chaircouple Charley and Jay, overwhelmed, hugged to a sweet dance
Until Rico sang a song to call it a good night!

Thank you, God, for the wonderful time, and most especially for giving us
this Magis Deo clan.
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Coffee talk
Continued from page 6

The Magis choir at the Magis Big Night, dressed in
rainbow colors.
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nEwsBits  /  announCEMEnts nEwsBits / announCEMEnts

Family matters
Continued from page 18

7 Nap Cordez ME Class 110
7 Luz Gascon Jeremiah-Philippians
9 Djarn Pestaño Sirach
9 Mila Sison Corinthians
10 Arlon Reyes ME Class 116
10 Mela Rubio ME Class 116

Anniversaries - First 10 days of January
1 Charley & Jay Ng Sy Agnus Dei
1 George+ & Joy Uy-Tioco Sirach
2 Zaro & Levy Pingol ME Class 114
3 Caloy & Charm Ang Tala
5 Mark & Karen Madrid John
5 Nilo & Marilu Sta. Maria Magnificat
8 Rady & Elsa Angeles ME Class 116
8 Rudy & Bib De Guzman Archangel Gabriel
8 Mike & Nessa Santos Prodigal 102
9 Jun & Mila Sison Corinthians
10 Eli & Edith Prieto Genesis of David

A child asked his father, “How were people born?” His fa-
ther said, “Adam and Eve made babies, then their babies became 
adults and made babies, and so on.” 

The child then went to his mother, asked the same question 
and she told him, “We were monkeys then we evolved to become 
like we are now.” 

The child ran back to his father and said, “You lied to me!” 
His father replied, “No, your mom was talking about her side 

of the family.”
– www.laughfactory.com

____________

You don’t choose your family. They are God’s gift to you, as 
you are to them.

– Desmond Tutu
____________

Sundays are special and it is the only day when no one in 
our family has school or work commitments or engagements. We 
have told the kids and reminded them time and again to not com-
mit to any appointment on a Sunday unless they have prior ap-
proval from us parents. When my wife and I have something to 
do for the community or the BCGG on a Sunday, we still make it 
a point to have at least two meals together with the children on a 
Sunday. Oftentimes, we make an effort of bringing them with us 
in a community activity, like the Harana.

____________

Waking up the children on a Sunday is a challenge. My son 
would usually be late at the breakfast table and late at mass. On 
Sundays, we usually attend the 10:30 AM mass at the chapel 
which is just a 2-minute walk from the house. 

Hence breakfast on Sundays is at 9 AM at the earliest, and 
would be done by 10. Then we would dress up for the 10:30 
mass. Almost always, thirty minutes is not enough time for the 
children to dress up.

Recently, we had each family member take turns preparing 
Sunday breakfast. We completed the first round the last 5 Sun-
days. It was fun. The assigned member woke up at 6 AM and was 
done cooking and preparing between 7 and 7:30 AM. And, since 
the “chef” for that day was excited to get everyone to taste the 
food she or he prepared, wake up time started at 7:30, and for 
the last 5 Sundays, breakfast started at 8 AM. Family conversa-
tions became longer by at least 30 minutes. And no one was late 
for mass.

____________

“What can you do to promote world peace? Go home and 
love your family.”

– Mother Teresa

Birthdays, anniversaries
Continued from page 20



17December 2014

Capturing two popes with the lens

People in Rome call him a “pop star.” Thousands like us wake 
up early in the morning every Wednesday to be in St. Peter’s 
Square by 7:30 A.M. to catch a glimpse of the man when he 
comes out at around 10 A.M. 

On October 14th, the weather was good, and as the morning cold 
turned into sunny warm, I braced myself for 2-1/2 hours of boring wait 
under the sun. What else would I be able to do apart from admiring the 
basilica before me and the colonnade extending from it like open arms 
embracing me into a community of believers? I often stared at the room 
in the pinkish-brownish building above the colonnade to the right, the 
room which is supposed to be the Pope’s bedroom and office. Of course 
we had been told that he has chosen to reside elsewhere, but I was 
hoping that this man of surprises would suddenly look out the window 
and wave at the throng of people waiting for him. There was too much 
noise around me as people rushed to get seats and then chit-chat the 
time away. 

Lo and behold, at 9:30 A.M., a commotion that seemed to move 
through the square like a wave confirmed that “Papa Francesco” was 
in our midst! As the picture shows, visitors were delighted, ecstatic, 
jubilant to see him (his security though seem dead serious about their 
job). It didn’t matter what nationality, color, or even religion they were 
or had. I felt hysterical inside me, like a fan beholding her idol! Although 
the papal audience was just on Day 2 of our 9-day pilgrimage, our 
mission for being in Rome was deemed accomplished! 

2014 Anchit and Sally were in the crowd eight rows away 
from Pope Francis. While the people before him stood 
on chairs to aim their cameras at the Pope, Anchit 

positioned himself below them. This picture is the one and only one he was 
able to take of Pope Francis as he passed by in his popemobile at the papal 
audience in St. Peter’s Square on October 14, 2014.

Sally G. Chua Chiaco, John BCGG

2001 Anchit captured this photo of St. (Pope) John Paul II in 
June, 2001 as he rode around St. Peter’s Square in his 
popemobile. Anchit’s camera then was not digital, and 

the picture you see is a digitized version of a printed photo.

We were in Rome in June, 2001 with our two daughters, 
Rina and Carline, for the tail-end of a Marian pilgrimage. 
A delegation of Filipinos headed by then Ambassador 
to the Vatican Tita de Villa had a special audience with 

Pope John Paul II and we were fortunate to have been included in that 
audience. We were given seats closer to the Pope.

Pope John Paul II was himself a charismatic figure which made 
him an influential catalyst in the political world. He always drew huge 
crowds to his papal audiences at the square, and our day was no 
exception. People were excited – John Paul II was a popular, well-loved 
leader of the Church – but they looked at him with calm respect and 
awe for, in his physical feebleness, he looked very much a holy man. 
Rumored to already have been afflicted then with Parkinson’s disease, 
he had a difficult time riding the popemobile and had to hold on to the 
bar with two hands. 

I remember Carline, then 10, crying because she could not have a 
picture with the Pope. I asked one of the security men if she could be 
allowed access to the Pope, to which he said “No!” When I look back 
to this incident today, I often wonder if the “No!” would have been a 
“Yes!” with Pope Francis.
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Continued on page 16

Rey Mella, Cana BCGG
 spiritual tidBits and HuMor

As for me and my 
house, we will serve the 
Lord.

– Joshua 24:15
____________

Those are the words 
written in the miniature 
house – the giveaway at my 
parents’ golden wedding an-
niversary way back in April 
2003. The miniature house 
still sits on top of a cabi-
net next to our closet, and I 
glimpse at it once in a while.  

It serves as a reminder 
of my father’s long-term 
commitment to the church 
and to his family during his 
lifetime. His spirituality is 
the one single thing he visibly modeled to 
his children. He had the privilege to meet 
Pope John Paul II, when the pope visited 
the Archdiocese of Jaro in Iloilo.

____________

My father served three bishops in 
his work as printing press manager in the 
Archdiocese of Jaro. He worked under 
Msgr. Jose Cuenco, Msgr. Jaime L. Sin, 
and Msgr. Alberto Piamonte. He moved 
from Cebu to Jaro, Iloilo with Msgr. Cuen-
co who became archbishop of Jaro. In Il-
oilo, he printed the archdiocese’s weekly 
newsletter, “Veritas.” When we were young 
kids we would visit the printing press, stare 
at those huge machines, and would take 
home scraps of paper and letterset printing 
blocks with our names on it.

____________

It was my parents’ deep spirituality 
and religiosity that have been a source of 
inspiration and motivation over the years, 

Family matters

and have served me well in some of the 
low points of my life.

I first learned how to say the basic 
prayers from my mom as I prepared for 
my first communion. I learned being silent 
and being patient from my dad. My dad 
knew how to hold his temper and I rarely 
saw him upset. Controlling my anger and 
my impatience was one of my biggest ar-
eas for improvement early on. While my 
dad was poor, he left behind an immense 
wealth of example via his devotion to my 
mom and to his family. One advice I clearly 
remember and have never forgotten is, I 
should hug my children at every opportu-
nity. 

____________

All happy families are alike; each un-
happy family is unhappy in its own way.

 – Leo Tolstoy
____________

My mother taught at a local 
Catholic school in Jaro and in 
the minor seminary, also in Jaro. 
I remember that both my par-
ents knew almost every priest 
and seminarian in the province 
of Iloilo. Either the priest or the 
seminarian was once a student 
of my mother, or the priest once 
visited the archbishop’s resi-
dence and interfaced with my 
dad, where he worked.

____________

No wonder two of my 
brothers went to school in the 
seminary. My eldest brother 
Dong finished AB Philosophy in 
the Jaro minor seminary while 
my brother Gem went as far as 

finishing Theology in UST. 
Gem was 6 months away from be-

ing ordained as deacon when he decided 
to leave the Vincentian seminary. He got 
married several months later. Thirty-two 
years later, with two married children, and 
now empty nesters, he decided to study 
to become a lay brother. For 40 months, 
on weekends, with his wife, Ate Dada, he 
labored to become a lay brother. He was 
ordained in May of this year, and finally 
pursued his priestly vocation.

____________

My two elder brothers’ deep-seated 
spirituality is another one of those things in 
my life that I do not take for granted. I look 
up to them and seek them out when I need 
to. I also pray that some of their spirituality 
rub off on me and on the rest of our family.

____________

Mr. Arsenio Mella, Jr., Rey’s father, 
with (St.) Pope John Paul II in Jaro.
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nEwsBits  /  announCEMEnts prosE and poEtry
Chacho Angeles, Thessalonians BCGG

Forgiven
How do I recognize sin,
Especially my own,
And expose my shame
To the world and to myself?
I have long hidden behind
A veil of rationalizations,
Desiring respectability
In the eyes of others;
And the beautiful self-image
Of trying to be good.

If I go back to my childhood
And continue to my present,
That is surely a lot of digging;
And I will be tainted
With the dirt and the mud
And the pain of my lurid past.
How can I know more fully,
Your mercy and love
By digging out and recognizing
The sinfulness of my humanity?
This is confusingly mysterious!

From my youth, have I not made
Enough tearful confessions
That washed away my sins?
The prodigal Father should have
Told His prodigal son to first
Take a bath and wash away the
Filth of the foreign lands where he 
Squandered away his inheritance, 
Then celebrate his return from death.
But He did not! 

Filled with compassion and joy,
He ran to his son as He saw him,
Met him in the fields and 
Had a coat, ring and sandals brought out,
Celebrating with the fatted calf,
He restored the son to His house.

And I felt I too was forgiven
By a love that is just waiting
For my heart’s door to open.

But I also saw myself as the second son!

Angry, disappointed and envious,
Because I did not even have a goat 
To partake of with my friends,
While I was I with Him, serving Him.
I refused to enter His house,
To share with Him this time of joy.
I could not help it.
I too needed a bath
To wash away the clinging
And envious dirt from
My work in the fields.
Not realizing that being with Him
Was itself a fulfilling joy.

I am just too human
To know the difference
Between sinning in a foreign land
And sinning in my Father’s house.
When in both instances
I put distance between me
And You, my loving Father.

Maybe I will never overcome
My humanity. But You, Father,
Are forever present within me.
The more often I open my heart to You,
The stronger my love for You will be.
Forgiven, Your child I will forever be.
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Calendar of Activities:  December 2014 - February 2015
December 2014 Venue Contacts / Sponsors
07 Sun Family Day PLDT Gym, Boni Avenue All Sectors, Youth Ministry,
   Mandaluyong City Community Services Ministry, 
    ME Classes
13 Sat Direction Setting Session Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191 
January 2015
10 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Magis Deo 426-7191
   Multi-Purpose Hall (3rd Floor) 
February 2015
07 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Magis Deo 426-7191

December Birthday Celebrants
1 Lilit Tumbocon John
3 Anne Alfonso John
3 Carol Lim ME Class 110
3 Vince Yamat ME Class 114
4 Jason Sanchez Tala
4 Genie Toledo ME Class 110
5 Cristy Agbada ME Class 117
6 Ricky Valencia Easter
7 Gly Maramba ME Class 108
7 Winter Regino ME Class 115
7 Jhune Vinas Tala
9 Tita Cordez ME Class 110
9 Emma Jimenez Cana
10 Jon Maramba ME Class 108
10 Miles San Pedro Cana
11 Roxanne Espiritu Transfiguration
11 Ding Estabillo ME Class 106
11 Jay-R Leccio Transfiguration
11 Eli Prieto Genesis of David
11 Rhea Vargas ME Class 107
12 Anthony Casas ME Class 99
12 Bibsy Flauta ME Class 106
12 Allan Ybanez ME Class 101
13 Andrea Santos ME Class 113
13 Leo Soliman Corinthians
14 Ricky Consulta Mustard Seed
14 Easley Lariosa ME Class 114
15 Rey Eslava Psalm 46-Samaritans
16 Fred De Guzman Agnus Dei
16 Raquel Sargan ME Class 116
16 Cathy Tan ME Class 114
17 Romy Ebardo ME Class 118
17 Zaro Pingol ME Class 114
20 Levy Espiritu Transfiguration
21 Ted Concepcion Archangel Gabriel
21 Simon Villalon ME Class 118
23 Vicky Babaran Magnificat
23 Wewe Francisco ME Class 118
23 Dean Santiago ME Class 114
24 Daisy De Guzman Corinthians
24 Nina Yuson Sirach
25 Joyce Bergado ME Class 116
25 Ian Vinas Tala
27 Rose Ambata Ephesians
28 Noel Ventigan John
29 Ailyn Baccay ME Class 116
29 Des Bonuel ME Class 101
29 Carlo Santos ME Class 113
30 Caran Zuluaga ME Class 118
31 Bem Cadayona Prodigal 102

December Wedding Anniversaries
3 Boy & Elvira Lubguban Exodus
4 Migs & Caran Zuluaga ME Class 118
7 Dean & Eden Santiago ME Class 114

7 Seiko & Bambi Yaneza Thessalonians
8 Jaear & Larnz Briones Good Shepherd
8 Raymon & Rache Ebardo Tala
8 Ryan & Marie Syjuco ME Class 118
9 Bong & Myra Salvosa ME Class 115
11 Nick & Neth Fernandez ME Class 116
11 Ed & Sol Macalalad Mt. Olivet
12 Alex & Malou Caramat Jeremiah-Philippians
12 Ferdie & Sheila Joson Sirach
12 Ike & Cathy Tan ME Class 114
15 Monchet & Ellen Carballo ME Class 115
16 Ogie & Rose Viduya ME Class 117
17 Ricky & Nikkie Perez Tala
18 Jon & Kleng Cobico Thessalonians
18 Gene & Leony Escosia Mt. Olivet
18 Joey+ & Nina Yuson Sirach
19 Rosauro & Natalie Acio ME Class 114
19 Mon & Glo Umali Magnificat
20 Jojo & Rhea Gaddi Prodigal 102
20 Arnold & Bing Orbista ME Class 115
20 Philip & Malu Panlilio Mustard Seed
21 Randy & Cecil Rivera Song of Ruth
22 Bert & Remy Castro Easter
22 Ian & May Ibarrola ME Class 116
22 Rey & Lucy Mella Ephesians
22 Tony & Bambi Narciso Easter
22 Edward & Tere Palicdon ME Class 102
22 Carlos & Ruby Pizarro Corinthians
23 Josephus & Emma Jimenez Cana
26 Rey & Nitz Eslava Psalm 46-Samaritans
26 Paul & Nette Puthenpurekal Easter
27 Dan & Des Bonuel ME Class 101
28 John & Malou Ronquillo James, Brother of John
28 Noel & Yayette Ventigan John
29 Aris & Cathy Resurreccion ME Class 108
30 Bobby+ & Marcia Balderas Archangel Gabriel
31 Rufo & Louren Dacanay Song of Ruth

Birthdays - First 10 days of  January
1 Terence Filart ME Class 112
2 Kit Dela Peña Exodus
2 Yas Punzalan ME Class 115
3 Tere Palicdon ME Class 102
3 TJ Pestano ME Class 118
4 Charm Ang Tala
4 Tessie Balatbat ME Class 117
4 Kleng Cobico Thessalonians
5 Pete Ampongan Song of Ruth
5 Glo Bisquera Agnus Dei
5 Dennis Plaza Easter
5 Conching Punongbayan ME Class 107
5 Aris Resurreccion ME Class 108
6 Che-che Callo ME Class 116

Continued on page 16


