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Setting agenda for a new year  – 
Catechism

At our community celebration 
last January 11, 2014 our spiri-
tual director, Fr James Gascon, 

SJ, gave a talk titled “Setting Agenda for a 
New Year – Catechism.”

In this talk, Fr. James informed every-
one that 2014 is, first of all, the centenary 
of the restoration of the Society of Jesus 
(1814-2014). Second, 2014 is also the 
year of the laity. Fr James brought out the 
significance of these two 
events to the Magis Deo 
community.

Fr. James present-
ed a short background 
on the centenary of the 
restoration of the Jesu-
its. The Society of Jesus 
(Jesuits) was founded 
by Ignatius of Loyola in 
1540. However, in 1773, 
about 233 years later, 
Pope Clement XIV sup-
pressed them, only to 
be restored 41 years 
later by Pope Pius VII. 
But why were the Jesuits suppressed in 
the first place? The reasons given were:

There was so much pride among 1. 
the Jesuits.
The Jesuits were rising in political 2. 
stature and power. 

There were Papal States a. 
and there was no separation 
of Church and state at that 
time.
The Church was most b. 
politically active everywhere 
in the world.

The Jesuits, who were the c. 
soldiers of the Vicar of Christ 
the Pope, were at the forefront 
of the Church’s affairs.
They were running excellent d. 
schools all over the world 
and influencing many future 
leaders.

Here in the Philippines the royal de-
cree banishing the Jesuits reached Manila 

on May 17, 1768. Five years later, in 1773, 
all the Jesuits in the Philippines were 
gone.

The suppression and banishment of 
the Jesuits, however, was not totally im-
plemented in the whole world. In Russia, 
Queen Catherine II provided an asylum 
and base for them. And there they contin-
ued to exist until their restoration.

Now, what is the significance to Magis 
Deo of the centenary of the restoration of 
the Jesuits?

Fr James said that since we share in 
the grace of the Ignatian spirituality, we are 
called to continue our work for the frontiers. 
And as we keep our focus on the mission, 
we have to constantly ask ourselves:

Where is the Spirit leading us? 1. 
To what new “frontiers” are we 2. 
being invited to?
As a community, what new 3. 
challenges are we asked of?

On the 
second point, 
that 2014 is 
the year of the 
laity, we can 
ask ourselves: 
What direction 
should the Ma-
gis Deo Com-
munity take in 
this regard?

Fr. James 
reminded us 
that we, the 
laity, are the 
Church, and 

the lay people are its backbone. We are 
therefore challenged to reinforce that role. 
We are called to exercise a more active 
role in our Church by getting empowered 
through our original inspiration, the “de-
posit of faith.” We also need to know what 
it is to be a Church.

So then, hand in hand with the Church 
in this year of the laity, the Magis Deo 
community will adopt “Catechism Year” 
as its theme for this year’s community cel-
ebrations. We will revisit what the Church 
teaches through catechism.

Continued on page 9
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04 January 2014 Community Celebration

The members of ME Class 115 meet the community. Their shepherds, Joey and Butch 
Vargas, are at right.

Fr. James commissions the 2014 Pastoral council (above) and 
Ministry heads and alternates (below).
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Baptism of 
fire

12 January 2014
Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

very baptized person is a “work-
in-progress.” An on-going mira-
cle of God, provided the baptized 

person listens and follows God, and not 
his/her ego. Focusing less and less on the 
self, and focusing more and more on the 
other(s), what I can be and do for him/her/
them.

The primary motive in doing good to 
the other(s) is not my own salvation (I’m 
doing this to avoid ending up in hell), but 
to love my neighbor as my response in be-
ing loved by God. And how do I know that 
God loves me? Through habitual prayer 
in silence and solitude, when I am able to 

strongly feel the presence of God the Holy 
Spirit within me. I become aware in my 
heart how much God loves me by having 
created me in the first place. Not only that.  
I become aware that  God created me out 
of love as a unique person.  In other words, 
I’m the only one of my kind in the whole, 
wide world.  Nobody else is exactly like 
me.  Moreover, this is also true of every 
other person outside of myself.  Each one 
is unique, and is created and loved by God 
in his/her uniqueness.

The Creator’s love for humanity was 
such that God the Son became one among 
us, to be our human example and role-
model in how to love God and neighbor in 
our uniqueness as persons.  In connection 
with this, John the Baptist was preaching 
and baptizing a baptism of repentance, and 
the one baptized must produce good fruit, 
in word and action, as evidence of his/her 
baptism.  (Mt. 3:1-8).  But he then followed 
this by saying:  “I am baptizing you with 

water, for repentance, but the one who is 
coming after me is mightier than I.  I am not 
worthy to carry his sandals.  He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (v.11)

But then, soon after that, Jesus him-
self came to John and asked to be bap-
tized by him.  John was dumbfounded and 
said, “I need to be baptized by you, and yet 
you are coming to me?” (v. 14).  The an-
swer of Jesus was clear and simple.  God 
the Son became one among us to be our 
human guide and example in how to live 
our lives in this world according to God’s 
plan for humanity. Thus, when we are bap-
tized, God the Holy Spirit dwells within us 
and becomes our constant companion, no 
less!  Through our gift of free will, we can 
therefore choose to surrender ourselves 
to the Holy Spirit within us and live our 
lives according to how God the Son lived 
his life after being baptized by John. A life 
of love, compassion, justice, forgiveness, 
pain, suffering, joy, peace, all the way to 
our mortal death.  And like our human role 
model, God the Son, this will bring us home 
to eternal life with God the Father.

God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
is the all-loving Creator of the whole uni-
verse.  When we need God as father, He 
is there.  When we need Him as brother to 
guide our human ways, He is there.  When 
we need Him as the spiritual force within 
us, He is also there.  This is how much He 
loves us, His own creation.  But because of 
our gift of free will, which raises us above 
all other created beings,  so many of us 
tend to turn our backs at times and focus 
instead on our egos.  At those times, our 
ego then becomes our god.  This can and 
does result in so much injustice, corrup-
tion, and violence in different forms.  So-
cial injustice all over the world is one tragic 
result of egoism, a turning away from God 
the Holy Spirit within us.  But the ever-lov-
ing God never gives up on us.  Never.

Through God’s divine providence, our 
newly-elected Pope Francis now embrac-
es this gigantic problem as one of his pri-
mary missions.  His heart is really there, as 
he expresses it in one of his recent state-
ments:

“The unjust distribution of goods per-
sists, creating a situation of social sin that 
cries out to heaven and limits the possi-

bilities of a fuller life for so many of our 
brothers.”  (From 10 Things Pope Francis 
Wants You to Know by John Allen).  Pope 
Francis decided not to live in the extrava-
gant papal palace, and insists on a really 
simple lifestyle.  In his homily for his inau-
gural Mass last March 19, he emphasized 
that authentic power is service, especially 
service to the poorest, the weakest, and 
the least important.  His choice of his pa-
pal name, after St. Francis of Assisi, says 
it all.  “A Poor Church for the Poor.”  As au-
thentic Christians after the heart of Christ, 
let us all support and collaborate with our 
Pope Francis in our own lives, in word and 
action.

Let me end with one other most cru-
cial value that Pope Francis is leading us 
to live by:  Unity in Diversity.  Global Soli-
darity.  Over and above all the different in-
stitutionalized religions is the one and only 
Creator of the whole universe.  All of us are 
interconnected with one another, whatever 
our race, culture, language, and religion.  
Love and justice for all.

Pope Francis stated during the recent 
Catholic World Peace Day: “We all have a 
responsibility to act so that the world may 
be a community of brothers who respect 
each other, who accept their diversity and 
who take care of one another.”

The Creator’s baptism of fire.  Let us 
not stop working for it throughout our life-
time.  Amen.
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Editorial

Joy S. Uy-Tioco
Sirach BCGG

Understanding
the

Hierarchy of Truths

Magis Deo is fortunate 
to have someone as learned and lucid and 
down to earth as Archbishop Ted Bacani 
speak at this month’s Community Celebra-
tion to shed light on a topic many of us 
have heard for the first time: the term “hi-
erarchy of truths” – and yet we experience 
these truths everyday of our lives, and we 
share them in our BCGGs as fruits of our 
prayer. Oftentimes we find ourselves in sit-
uations where differences in faith practices 
and beliefs surface. These are activities a 
branch of Theology called “Apologetics” 
deals with. Just as often, members have 
asked for bible study or catechism class-
es. Catechesis, a teaching activity of the 
Church, is what we are asking for. The 
formal teaching authority of our Church is 
called the “Magisterium.”

To paraphrase from page 42 of the In-
troduction to the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church (CCC),

The “hierarchy of truths” is the princi-
ple of ordering the mysteries of faith based 
on the varying ways they are related to 
one another as elements of Christian faith. 
These are summarized in the Creed which 
we recite at every Mass. They tell us that 
some truths of faith are based on others 
as of a higher priority, and are illumined by 
them.

The introduction goes on to caution 
us from mistakenly understanding this to 
mean that some elements of faith are more 
true than others, or that one can subtract 
less essential truths from the most basic. 

Rather it means that the different truths of 
faith are ‘organized’ around a center, and 
it is this center that sheds light on all the 
related truths that flow from the center.

The CCC identifies the Trinity as the 
central mystery of Christian faith and “the 
source of all the other mysteries of faith, 
the light which illumines them” (no. 234). 
Finally, the recent General Directory for 
Catechesis (GDC) states: “All aspects 
and dimensions of the Christian message 
participate in this hierarchical system” (no. 
115).

The same introduction goes on to say 
these truths may be grouped under four 
basic topics: “God the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, Creator of all things; 
the mystery of Christ the incarnate Word, 
who was born of the Virgin Mary, and who 
suffered, died, and rose for our salvation; 
the mystery of the Holy Spirit, who is pres-
ent in the Church, sanctifying and guiding 
it until the glorious coming of Christ, our 
Savior and Judge; and the mystery of the 
Church, which is Christ’s Mystical Body, in 
which the Virgin Mary holds the preemi-
nent place” (Introduction to the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church, p. 42).

Other significant teachings we en-
counter or have encountered are the 
Christocentric (Christ-centeredness) na-
ture of the history of salvation for all hu-
mankind and its place in our personal jour-
neys of salvation; the Trinitarian structure 
of the Creed; the centrality of the Paschal 
Mystery, and therefore of the Eucharist, 

in the sacramental system, channels of 
God’s grace and love; the primacy of the 
two commandments of love of God and 
neighbor in Christian moral teaching; the 
way the Lord’s Prayer is a “summary of the 
Gospel” and sum of all petitions. For Pope 
John Paul II, “The truth that God is Love 
constitutes as it were the apex of all that 
has been revealed... This truth illumines 
the whole content of divine revelation God 
is Himself love (1 Jn 4:8), and this love is 
fully revealed in Jesus Christ” (Gen. Audi-
ence, Oct. 2, 1985).

Because the hierarchy of truths is 
so often misunderstood, it is important to 
examine it. This editorial hopes to contrib-
ute or help provide a stepping stone to a 
more complete understanding of what the 
mysteries of our faith are and to see the 
logic that connects all those mysteries to 
the single truth we all know so well from 
the many ways we experience God in our 
everyday lives – that God is love, and all 
that we have, all that we are, all of His 
acts, flow from that, and that is why and 
how and what we return to Him through 
our lives and through our service.

We are looking forward to becoming 
more enlightened and inspired by Arch-
bishop Bacani’s teaching at our February 
Community Celebration. May we see 
God more clearly, love Him 
more dearly, and in so doing, 
follow Him more nearly.
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CounCil CornEr

Serving the gifts

Doing outreach activities is one of the charisms of our 
Community. Drawing deeply from the community’s well of 
gratitude for God-given gifts, the Outreach Ministry provides 
opportunities for members not only to share these gifts but 
to grow in their compassion for the poor by accompanying 
them through the programs. This way we are giving life and 
meaning to our community’s name, Magis Deo, which means 
“More for God.” Indeed there is no other better way to show 
our love for God than through our less fortunate brethren. 

This year’s Outreach Ministry is composed of 20 enthu-
siastic volunteers, half of whom belong to the so-called “fresh 
and young blood” (not necessarily in age, but in their mem-
bership with the MDC). It is headed by Ferdie Cruz and Djarn 
Pestaño, with Jojo and Rhea Gaddi as Alternates.

Starting this year, the Ministry will have three working 
Committees: Couple Formation, Scholarship and, the latest 
addition, Special Missions. 

The •	 Couple Formation Committee, headed by Eli 
and Edith Prieto, is in charge of the conduct and 
facilitation of the following seminars to our Mission 
Areas or selected communities or groups: Couple 
Power-Lakas Mag-asawa (CPLM) and Buhay 
Espiritwal ng Mag-asawa (BEM).
It is also tasked to develop other seminar/training 
modules or coordinate facilitation (of Values 
Formation Seminars, Prayer Workshops, etc.) which 
our beneficiaries may show interest in or need.
The •	 Scholarship Committee, headed by Boy and 
Kit dela Peña, is tasked to solicit (with assistance 
from the Pastoral Council) full or partial scholarships 
from members of the community, their relatives and 
friends, as well as their networks in the private and 
government sectors.

It shall also accept, process and approve 
applications of prospective scholars, and conduct an 
assessment/review of the scholastic performance 
of scholars at the end of each term (semester/tri-
sem) to ascertain the continuity of their grant. 
The •	 Special Missions Committee, headed 
by Leony and Mia Parada, will spearhead and 
organize:

The community’s medical and dental missions 	
in coordination with the sponsoring BCGGs 
and ME Classes for free medical/dental 
consultations and logistics (drugs, medicines 
and supplies);
Any and all community efforts to assist calamity 	
victims.

The committee will coordinate with the concerned 
government agencies for the provision of disaster 
preparedness seminars and livelihood programs in 
case such intervention maybe needed in any of the 
disaster-stricken or identified mission areas.
This committee is also tasked to attend to outreach 
activities and concerns that may be identified by 
the Pastoral Council or by any of the BCGGs (with 
Pastoral Council approval) such as, but not limited 
to, Voters’ Education seminars, jail visitations, 
Kasalang Bayan, etc.

To assist the different committee heads in coordinative 
efforts with the BCGGs and ME Classes, Caloy and Charm 
Ang (South Sector), Apin and Chie Llamas / Chacho and 
Marlyn Angeles (Central Sector) and Goody and Beth Var-
gas (North Sector) volunteered to be Sector Coordinators.

Regie & Daisy de Guzman
Council Overseer – Outreach Ministry

“Each one should use whatever gift he 
has received to serve others, faithfully 

administering God’s grace in its various forms…”
1 Peter 4:10

Continued on page 7
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Coupled view:
Treasures I can bring to heaven
Ricky & Gi Valencia, Easter BCGG

Jesus said, “Do not store up riches for yourselves here 
on earth, where moths and rust destroy, and robbers break in and 
steal. Instead, store up riches for yourselves in Heaven, where 
moths and rusts cannot destroy, and robbers cannot break in and 
steal. For your heart will always be where your treasures are” 
(Matthew 6:19-21). 

I listened to the priest’s homily which was based on what Je-
sus said above. At the end of his homily, the priest said to the 
congregation, “Money is not the real treasure. Look at the person 
sitting beside you. That person is your real treasure.” I looked at 
my spouse sitting beside me and I said, “I’d rather have cash!”

Seriously, what the priest said was beautiful. God gives me 
treasures in this world – real trea-
sures that I can bring with me to 
Heaven. I should be grateful for 
these treasures but sometimes I find 
that I am not. The reason is, I cannot 
use these treasures to pay the bills. I 
am still of this world therefore I need 
worldly treasures. I don’t aspire for 
much… just enough to pay the bills 
and something extra for healthcare, 
recreation, and savings.

As I go on with life, I can feel 
God moving me to shift my gaze 
away from worldly treasures and 
feast my eyes on the real treasures 
that He continues to give me. Natu-
rally I resist. I need my worldly trea-
sures because these help my family and me survive in this world. I 
cannot turn my back on these. I know that money is not everything 
but it is sure is something!  So I keep telling God, “Your trea-
sures do not help me pay the bills!”

God is patient with me. He could easily hold my neck and 
twist it so I’ll look towards where He wants me to look. He could 
easily push my head down and shove it towards what He wants 
me to see. Instead, He gently but persistently beckons until my 
natural curiosity gets the better of me and I turn to look. Now that 
He has my attention, God opens up the treasure chest and I see 
what He has for me.

I see the treasures of unconditional love and total commit-
ment that I have for my daughter as she continues to struggle 
with autism. God continuously supplies me with these because 
caring for a person with autism is a Herculean task.  These trea-
sures make me realize that this is God’s way of showing me that Continued on page 7

the unconditional love and total commitment I have for my 
daughter are exactly what He has for me plus INFINITELY 
MORE because He is God.

We recently celebrated our 25th wedding anniversary 
and with this, God showed me another treasure. He gave 
me a spouse who became my best friend so that both of us 
never run out of things to say to each other and we are never 
bored with each other’s company. That priest is right after 
all. My spouse is my real treasure plus – this person helps 
me pay the bills! 

I am a collector at heart. My 
heart yearns for the completeness of 
things but not necessarily the posses-
sion of them. So much so that when my 
collection is complete, I lose interest in 
them. I was thankful that the internet 
offered me the means to collect with-
out accumulating junk. Once the col-
lection is complete, I could simply de-
lete. It’s cheaper too, just the monthly 
internet connection fee.

Yet all the things I can acquire 
from this world, all the things that I can 
buy or trade or make… all these things 

I cannot take to Heaven. I can only take my understanding, 
my memories and my free will. God has gifted me with the 
ability to understand almost anything, yet what good is it if 
I cannot explain this to the person sitting next to me. God 
has gifted me with experiences that have allowed my soul 
to grow, yet what good are they once I have outgrown them. 
God has gifted me with freedom of choice, yet what have my 
choices provided me but a mixed bag of good and bad mem-
ories. They are like fading photographs. They are precious. 
They are Heaven-bound but they are not my treasures.

I once had a bad fall while going down a flight of stairs. 
I hit the back of my head hard enough to put me in a daze. 
Similar to being hit by Manny Pacquiao (I was not knocked 
out cold), I had a very difficult time remembering anything. 
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The following are the initial tentative plans of the Out-
reach Ministry for 2014:

Couple Formation CommitteeA. 
Training of new facilitators for CPLM and BEM;1. 
Enhancement of the skills of the previously 2. 
trained facilitators;
Conduct CPLM and BEM seminars; and3. 
Prepare policies, guidelines and procedures for 4. 
the abovementioned activities and disseminate 
these to community members.

Scholarship CommitteeB. 
Continuing campaign for full or partial college 1. 
scholarships for poor but deserving children of 
Magis Deo members and CPLM parents in our 
mission areas;
 Solicitation of support for short-term vocational 2. 
training courses (such as those offered by 
TESDA) which involve training fees;
Holding of review sessions to prepare mission 3. 
area students for selected government 
scholarship examinations;
Coordinate access to free Technology for 4. 
Business Seminar (1 to 2 days); and
Prepare policies, guidelines and procedures for 5. 
the abovementioned activities and disseminate 
these to community members.

Special Missions CommitteeC. 
Conduct Medical and Dental missions in the 1. 
identified mission areas;
Coordinate with the concerned government 2. 
agencies re conduct of disaster preparedness 
forums and seminars in potential calamity 
areas in our mission areas;
Promote a continuing campaign for relief 3. 
operations readiness(solicitation of canned 
goods, clothes, cash donations, etc.) during 
Comcelebs and other community events/
gatherings; and
Prepare policies, guidelines and procedures for 4. 
the abovementioned activities and disseminate 
these to community members.

One of the thrusts of the Pastoral Council is to come up 
with an Operations Manual documenting the policies, guide-
lines and procedures governing the activities of Magis Deo. 
In line with this thrust, and for the smooth flow of the Out-
reach Ministry’s operations and transactions and to effect 
proper documentation, we are soliciting the assistance Pas-
toral Council members (past and present), Ministry/Commit-
tee Heads, Shepherds, and everyone concerned to help us: 

Treasures...
Continued from page 6

I even forgot my own name. As my universe slipped into 
white noise, I tried to remember my daughter’s name and my 
spouse’s face. These were the only things I tried to hold on to. 
It took all of my will but these two I did not forget. After a while, 
when I felt the pain, I was able to recall the other objects that 
make up my life.

At that time, both my spouse and daughter had high fever 
hence they could not be with me when I was brought to the 
emergency clinic for treatment. Yet I was not alone. I could 
remember talking to someone really familiar… someone I have 
known all my life. I could feel him through the white noise. We 
were two nameless beings spending time together. Soon after, 
I remembered my name and I remembered His.

I realized then that the treasure I am looking for is already 
in Heaven. What else is there for me to collect? For now, I still 
have a yearning in my heart to be loved and be cared for all the 
days of my life. My spouse and my daughter are doing just that. 
Through them, I can glimpse the presence of Him who spent 
time with me. Hopefully, my spouse and daughter can see Him 
through me.

Now, I collect these pieces of memories. It is like a jig-
saw puzzle that slowly forms a picture of the face that will one 
day greet me as the gates of Heaven open. On that day, with 
nothing in tow and nothing to delete, my collection will be com-
plete. 

CounCil CornEr

Serving... continued from page 5

should you have documents/files which can serve as our ref-
erence in codifying, please inform Ricky and Trixie Sun, care 
of Jane Fernandez (0921-514-9257) of the MDC Secretariat. 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation!

We shall publish the policies, guidelines and procedures 
for all outreach activities in upcoming newsletter issues. The 
same shall also be disseminated through our Sector Coordi-
nators and/or BCGG Heads/Magis Class Shepherds and their 
Alternates during the Sector meetings.

In ending, allow us to share a simple insight: the honey-
comb endlessly pours out honey not as an affair of the heart 
but as a matter of course; God blesses us the same way – no 
limits, no end. Let us not therefore count how much or how 
often we serve and give! Luke 12:48 says,

“When much has been given a man, much will be 
required of him. More will be asked of a man to whom 
more has been entrusted.”
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Francis Xavier had planned to devote 
himself to the intellectual life, but at a stra-
tegic moment he surrendered to God, who 
had long and patiently pursued him. That 
surrender changed the course of his life 
– and the course of history as well. Even 
Ignatius of Loyola, the leader of the new 
Jesuit community, had planned to deploy 
Francis as a scholar. But India beckoned, 
and Ignatius reluctantly sent Francis to 
preach the gospel there. Thus, the man 
who had planned on a leisurely intellectual 
life became a missionary apostle, perhaps 
second only to St. Paul.

In 1525, Francis left Xavier, his moth-
er’s castle near Pamplona in Navarre, to 
study at the University of Paris. He en-
rolled at the College of St. Barbara, where 
he pursued an unwaveringly successful 
academic career. Within three short years 
he had earned his degree and was lectur-
ing in philosophy. At St. Barbara, circum-
stances put Xavier’s spiritual career on 
course. Through his roommate, St. Peter 

Faber, Francis became a friend of Igna-
tius of Loyola. This relationship gradually 
revolutionized his life.

Ignatius had experienced a radical 
conversion to Christ and had devoted 
his life to helping others in their spiritual 
quests. He challenged his friends to yield 
their lives to Christ, abandon their own 
plans, and follow the Lord’s design for 
their lives. Although Francis felt drawn to 
Ignatius’s ideals, he was reluctant to make 
them his own. He resisted Ignatius’s mag-
netic influence for six years because it 
threatened the comfortable life he wanted 
as a church-supported scholar.

As Francis reached his decision, the 
text of Genesis 12:1 crossed his mind: 
“Leave your country, your people and 
your father’s household and go to the land 
I will show you.” That verse gave him a 
prophetic inkling of the unanticipated di-
rection his life would take.

In 1534, Francis Xavier was among 
the first seven men to decide to formally 

join Ignatius of Loyola’s community. They 
were the first Jesuits, and Francis was or-
dained a priest three years later. Loyola 
had long-term plans to deploy Xavier as 
a scholar and teacher, but circumstances 
derailed them. From the beginning, the 
Jesuits were in high demand, and Ignatius 
had to scramble to meet all the requests. 
King John III of Portugal asked for six men 
to do missionary work in the Portuguese 
territories in India. Ignatius said he could 
spare two: Simon Rodriguez and Nicholas 
Bobadilla, who were to sail to Goa in 1541. 
At the last moment, however, Bobadilla 
became seriously ill. With some hesitance 
and uneasiness, Ignatius asked Francis to 
go in Bobadilla’s place. Thus, Xavier acci-
dentally began his life as an apostle to the 
East.

Francis Xavier believed no one was 
more ill-equipped than he to take the gos-
pel overseas. But he was wrong. En route 
from Lisbon to Goa, Francis already dis-
played the cheerfulness and generosity 
that would become the trademarks of his 
work. Through his personal charm, he 
made friends with the toughest seamen on 
the ship. Then he engaged them in “apos-
tolic conversations,” seeking to win them 
for Christ.

Francis’s missionary methods were 
primitive. When he arrived in a village, he 
rang a bell to summon the children and 
the idle. He taught them the Apostles’ 
Creed, the Ten Commandments, the Our 
Father, and other common prayers. Using 
little songs that the children loved to sing, 
he instructed them in Christian doctrine. 
These songs caught on with other villag-
ers, spreading Francis’s message. Then, 
when people expressed simple faith in the 
creed, he baptized them.

Some believe that Francis Xavier had 
a miraculous gift of languages, which en-
abled him to communicate fluently with ev-
eryone, but that was not the case. Francis 
struggled with foreign languages and was 
barely able to express the creed, com-

Saint Francis Xavier
1506-1552
Feast Day December 3

Continued on page 9
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mandments, and prayers in Tamil and other native languages. He had 
to rely on impromptu interpreters and translators, so he was never 
completely sure he had accurately communicated his message. The 
real miracle of tongues was that Xavier spread the gospel so far and 
to so many with such little grasp of their languages.

Miracles of healing, however, occurred frequently in his minis-
try to poor villages. Once, while traveling through a pagan territory, 
Francis learned of a woman who had been in labor for three days 
and was probably near death. Midwives and sorcerers were treating 
her with superstitious incantations. Xavier went to the woman’s home 
and called on the name of Christ to heal her. “I began with the Creed,” 
he wrote to Ignatius, “which my companion translated into Tamil. By 
the mercy of God, the woman came to believe in the articles of faith. 
I asked whether she desired to become a Christian, and she replied 
that she would most willingly become one. Then I read excerpts from 
the Gospels in that house where, I think, they were never heard be-
fore. I then baptized the woman.” As soon as Francis baptized the 
woman, she was healed and gave birth to a healthy baby.

The woman’s family was so touched by this divine intervention 
that they invited Francis to instruct and baptize all of them, including 
the newborn. News then traveled quickly throughout the village. A rep-
resentative of the raja, the overlord, gave the village elders clearance 
to allow Francis to proclaim Christ there. “First, I baptized the chief 
men of the place and their families,” he wrote, “and afterwards the rest 
of the people, young and old.”

In another village, crowds besieged Francis, begging him to 
pray for ailing family members. Missionary and teaching duties over-
whelmed him, so he enlisted some enthusiastic children to minister 
to the sick. He sent the children to the homes of the ill and had them 
gather the family and neighbors. He trained them to proclaim the 
creed and to assure the sick that if they believed, they would be cured. 
Thus, Xavier not only responded to requests for prayer, but he man-
aged to spread Christian doctrine throughout the village. Because the 
sick and their families had faith, he said, “God has shown great mercy 
to them, healing them in both body and soul.” The children of the vil-
lage had become little miracle workers.

In his passion for spreading the gospel, in his simple obedience, 
in his humble disregard for himself, the saint was a near perfect imita-
tion of Christ.

From Mystics and Miracles © 2002 Bert Ghezzi

Before we go any further, let us first answer the ques-
tion, “What is catechism?” Catechism, according to Fr. 
James, is fundamental truths about our faith formulated in 
a way that facilitates understanding. It serves the following 
functions:

It conveys the essential and fundamental content 1. 
of the Catholic faith and morals in a complete and 
summary way.
It is a point of reference for national and diocesan 2. 
catechisms.
It is a positive, objective, and declarative exposition 3. 
of Catholic doctrine.
It is intended to assist those who have the duty 4. 
to catechize, namely promoters and teachers of 
catechesis.

In other words, catechism is asking questions you want 
answered and never really had the courage to ask a priest. 
Some of the answers are so obvious while others are not, 
and yet, we need to know. St. Ignatius also proposes “rules 
for thinking with the Church,” and part of our spirituality is to 
be one with our Church.

The topics expected to be covered in our series of Cat-
echism talks for this year are:

The Church and its Governance – The Magisterium 1. 
and the Faithful
Of Faith and Morals: Living Life in Love and Truth2. 
Oral and Written Traditions: The Bible and Church 3. 
Practices
Social Teachings of the Church: Will They Remain 4. 
Hidden?
The Eucharist: A Church Praying as a Community5. 

The year of Catechism hopes to deepen our experi-
ence of being a lay community under one church living Ig-
natian spirituality in daily life, Magis Deo: more for God.

Saint Francis... continued from page 8 Setting agenda...
Continued from page 1

Our hearts are restless till they rest in God.
- St. Augustine

God’s heart is restless till it rests in ours.
- Pope Francis I
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A Sunday 
morning with 

God’s children
Levy Domingo, Song of Ruth BCGG

Early last Sunday, January 19, Song of Ruth (SoR) 
BCGG members and their children motored to Gu-
guinto, Bulacan for an outreach at Tahanan Mapag-

kalinga ni Madre Rita (TMMR), a residential center for children 
who are victims of poverty, neglect, abandonment and abuse. 
The TMMR is run by the Augustinian Sisters of Our Lady of 
Consolation. At TMMR, the children are provided basic needs 
and a safe home environment; formal education and vocation-
al skills; arts, music and sports activities; Christian formation; 
counseling and psychotherapy.

The vision of TMMR is to empower children in need of 
special protection to realize their self worth, to grow towards 
Christian maturity and to be integrated in a child-friendly envi-
ronment. TMMR’s mission is to provide an alternative home for 
children that offers basic needs and holistic formation as the 
children journey back to their family or to a new home.

Further to this, TMMR provides the children a safe home 
environment, formal education and vocational skills, Christian 
formation, counseling, psychotherapy, and arts, music and 
sports activities.

“Welcome to the family!”

“Hurry, hurry, the other team is catching up!”

Everyone’s in the picture - the children, nuns, TMMR staff, SoR.

Continued on page 15
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  MusiCal notEs

My life in concert
Djarn Pestaño, Sirach BCGG

“What am I that you should 
love me and hold me as your 
dearest love of all”… 

While singing this song with the Ma-
gis Deo Choir, I could not help but shed a 
tear. I call my God “my dearest Love” and 

the lyrics of this song affirm that I am also 
His dearest love.

Many of my Magis and non-Magis 
friends ask why I joined the choir. My an-
swer? It is in my bucket list. As a child, I 
always sang with my siblings and parents. 
My parents love listening to music hence 
I am familiar with the songs of Nat King 
Cole, Elvis Presley, Tom Jones, and many 
more. When I got married, my husband 
Egay loved singing and playing the guitar. 
We would watch the TV show “Name That 
Tune” and I was amazed how he could 
name the tune in sometimes just one note. 

Also, I put our four kids to sleep by singing 
a Visayan lullaby, or praise and religious 
songs.

Widowed eleven years ago, it is 
through the songs at masses and retreats 
where I feel God is communicating with 
me. The song “Lord I offer you my life” is 

my theme song for Him. I also cry when I 
sing “Life is not at all that bad my friend... 
if you believe there’s Someone who walks 
through life with you…” In my moments 
of loneliness and struggles, the choir dur-
ing the mass would sing “Huwag kang 
mangamba… hindi ka nag-iisa, sasamah-
an kita saan man magpunta.”

Or when I am in a retreat and realize 
my sinfulness, the choir would sing “Iniibig 
kita, manalig ka, sana ako’y kapiling mo 
kahit ikaw ay mapalayo.”

Since I became a member of Magis 
Deo in February 1991, I always attended 

the concerts of the Magis Deo Choir. The 
choir has a special place in my heart. It is 
still very vivid in my mind that they were 
one with me in my pain and sorrow ev-
ery night for five nights at Egay’s wake; 
they were all present and sang at all the 
masses. Aside from that, several times 
they would serenade and sing carols for 
my bedridden mother until her last Christ-
mas in 2011. During her wake in March 10, 
2012, the Magis Choir, even at short no-
tice, sang during the mass. I keep thanking 
my dearest Love for the Magis Choir.

Several times the choir invited me to 
join them but it was only in June last year 
that I said, “Yes, I will try!” On our way to an 
ME Harana, Dr. Manny again invited me 
and I said if I pass the audition, why not? I 
can’t forget the night I auditioned with our 
choirmaster whom I call teacher Jerry. I 
sang “I Can’t Take My Eyes Off You” and 
“As the Deer Panteth.” I almost laughed 
aloud when he asked me, “Anong nang-
yari sa iyo? Na-operahan ka ba?”, when 
I couldn’t reach the high notes. Then he 
told me that I would know the audition re-
sults in two weeks; meanwhile I would join 
the alto section. Each time he asked me 
to sing I also asked the Holy Spirit to sing 
with me. When teacher Jerry eventually 
announced that I passed and may join the 
choir. I couldn’t believe it. I seriously asked 
him if I could really sing and he said yes, 
and that I must learn the techniques.

I thank my dearest Love for the love 
we have for each member in the choir, for 
the camaraderie, for the understanding, for 
the laughter, for the encouragement espe-
cially when I cannot get the tune at first, for 
the dancing during birthday celebrations, 
for the coffee book where we dressed up 
as what we wanted to be. I wanted to be a 
nun and the choir was surprised to see me 
in a nun’s habit.

Now I know and understand the saying 
“Singing is twice praying.” Thank you, Lord, 
and thank you, my dear choir members.

Djarn, at left, “in concert” at the January 2014 Comceleb. Teacher Jerry, on the 
keyboard, conducts the choir.
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nEwsBits  /  announCEMEntsnEwsBits / announCEMEnts

Shepherds’
Assembly

and
 Workshop

Spiritual
Deepening

Retreat

Magis Deo started 2014 
with an assembly and work-
shop for BCGG Shepherds and 
Co-shepherds conducted by Fr. 
James Gascon at CeFam on 
January 4, 2014. 

Fr. James conducted an 
SDR for Magis Deo members 
last January 31 - February 2 
at the Sacred Heart Novitiate 
in Novaliches. Majority of the 
retreatants came from the two 
most recently commissioned 
BCGGs: Song of Ruth and 
James, the Brother of John, 
and from ME Class 102, who 
will soon be commissioned as 
BCGG members.
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Pateros Christmas Party

nEwsBits  /  announCEMEntsnEwsBits / announCEMEnts

The happy faces at GK Aya.

Leo Soliman, Corinthians BCGG

The annual Christmas party for our Pateros outreach 
group was held on Dec. 1, 2013 at a much bigger space, 
the basketball court of the public school in the locality, to ac-
commodate the 46 families that came in full attendance. The 
head count reached more than 200! My, my, how our out-
reach program has grown.

The Suyuan group prepared entertaining parlor games 
and Christmas-inspired songs and dances. All were in high 
spirits specially the kids who enjoyed every minute with their 
new toys from the Espiritus of Transfiguration BCGG.

Food, glorious food, was aplenty. The entire congrega-
tion had their fill with much still left at the table. Corinthians 
BCGG provided the delicious meal thru our regular caterer.

For the nth time Jun Sison played jolly Santa to the tots 
whose queue seems to stretch longer every year.

Mila Sison and the full force of BCGG Corinthians –Ciel 
& Manette Yap, Regie & Daisy de Guzman, Arnel & Bernie 
Isip, Beng Pascual, Carlos & Ruby Pizarro, Apin & Chie Lla-
mas and yours truly and Marilyn joined the dance number 
of the mothers. Afterwards, they distributed Christmas noche 
buena packages for the families.

The elders of the Pateros group rendered a heartwarm-
ing Christmas song dedicated to the whole Magis Deo Com-
munity as their expression of gratitude for the 11 years of our 
community’s nurturing.
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Rey Mella, Cana BCGG
 spiritual tidBits and HuMor

Continued on page 15

On love
When I started as a young profes-

sional, I knew about IQ only as one basic 
requirement in being successful. I was 
taught that having a high level of intelli-
gence is a key factor in making it in the 
corporate world. In fact, I was given a 
battery of tests to determine my IQ when 
I applied for jobs. Later, psychologists in-
troduced the need for people to be great 
at empathy and that a high emotional quo-
tient (EQ) is needed for one to be a great 
person to work with. Psychologists define 
emotional quotient as “the mea-
sure of a person’s adequacy in 
such areas as self-awareness, 
empathy, and dealing sensitively 
with other people.”

Much later, I learned about 
AQ or adversity quotient. I under-
stand AQ as one’s ability to per-
sist and persevere during a crisis 
or during a difficult situation. Dr. 
Paul Stoltz defines adversity quo-
tient as “the capacity of the per-
son to deal with the adversities of 
his life. As such, it is the science 
of human resilience.”

While I almost always attri-
bute my success in life to both 
my IQ and EQ, being where I am 
today has been more about AQ. I 
claim to be battle-tested, but not 
really alone in my battles.

____________

I reflect on my resiliency and ability 
to manage adversity. I have been through 
practically all kinds of challenges in my life, 
including the most recent health problem. 
And I know I have only been able to survive 
with God’s inspiration and healing power in 
all of these situations.

In the past, I tried to fix situations on 
my own, and as I continued to struggle, 

at my lowest point I would turn to Him. I 
would drop on my knees and ask for God’s 
help. When nothing else worked, I turned 
to God. He was my last resort.

Today, it seems that God is my default 
action. And my own personal actions be-
come secondary.

He always delivers. Always. I should 
know. I was and am a constant and a direct 
beneficiary of God’s love and caring.

____________

Where there is love there is life.
– Mahatma Gandhi

____________

The cook, Nora, announced her en-
gagement to a frequenter at the kitchen, 
named Mike. But a year passed and noth-
ing was heard of the nuptials.

So, one day, the mistress inquired: 
“When are you to be married, Nora?”

“Indade, an’ it’s niver at all, I’ll be 
thinkin’, mum,” the cook answered sadly.

“Really? Why, what is the trouble?”
The reply was explicit: “’Tis this, mum. 

I won’t marry Mike when he’s drunk, an’ he 
won’t marry me when he’s sober.”

– jokes.ochristian.com
____________

In a recent visit, a top executive of 
our company was so impressed with the 

way our manufacturing people ex-
plained the process and expressed 
that we are indeed a world-class 
operation. He reminded us that 
leaders must “care” – the only skill 
that a leader needs to transform an 
organization’s performance from 
good to excellent! It confirms that 
we are on the right track with our 
people programs.

____________

For two people in a marriage 
to live together day after day is un-
questionably the one miracle the 
Vatican has overlooked.

 – Bill Cosby
____________

On a busy month like Decem-
ber, with all of the preparations for 

Christmas at home and for the year-end at 
work, I managed to have fun and to spend 
time with Him in prayer meetings, while 
exercising and running, at the parties, 
while having family time, at dinner time, 
while watching basketball, doing my writ-
ing at home, walking in the mall with my 
family, being stuck in traffic with my wife 
and with my children, even being in the 
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On love... continued from page 14

hospital, waiting for or talking to the doc-
tor, while reading stuff on the internet or in 
magazines, and more. All these times are 
priceless to me. Taking things for granted 
is something I am also guilty of at times. It 
requires prayer time, some quiet time with 
God, to recognize these blessings and to 
realize that God really loves me.

____________

I have found the paradox that if you 
love until it hurts, there can be no more 
hurt, only more love.

 – Mother Teresa
____________

One early morning, I checked myself 
as I was dressing up if I was okay to go to 
work, if I was excited, energized and enthu-
siastic. And I was. Just making sure I was 
not doing things routinely, even if these 
were routine. I thought that doing things as 
a force of habit and doing things because 
I loved what I was doing are two different 
things. I want to be fully aware and alive 
in going through my day, in accomplishing 

tasks, working with and talking to people, 
getting things done and being happy about 
what and why I was working. This is what 
life is all about. I was alive and fully pres-
ent, focused and driven. And on that day, 
I thanked the Lord for letting me be fully 
aware of life and why I was alive in the first 
place. I am grateful to Him for allowing me 
to love what I do every single day.

____________

At home my wife gets special treat-
ment – she gets the best seat at the dining 
table, a seat facing the TV in the house, a 
seat facing the view in the lanai, the best 
seat in the car, or at church or in the movie 
house. This is how our family expresses 
our love for the heart of the home.

____________

Walking up to a department store’s 
fabric counter, a pretty girl asked, “I want 
to buy this material for a new dress. How 
much does it cost?”

“Only a kiss a yard,” replied the smirk-
ing male clerk.

“That’s fine,” replied the girl. “I’ll take 
ten yards.”

With expectation and anticipation writ-
ten all over his face, the clerk hurriedly 
measured out and wrapped the cloth, then 
held it out teasingly.

The girl snapped up the package and 
pointed to a little old man standing be-
side her. “Grandpa will pay the bill,” she 
smiled.

– jokes.ochristian.com
____________

George: “I proposed to that girl and 
would have married her if it hadn’t been for 
something she said.”

Fred: “What did she say?”
George: “No!”

– jokes.ochristian.com
____________

Love begins at home, and it is not 
how much we do... but how much love we 
put in that action.

– Mother Teresa

Twenty-nine children aged 8 to 16, 
neatly dressed and smiling, welcomed us 
in one of the center’s classrooms with the 
song “Welcome to the Family.” One by one 
they introduced themselves; we learned 
that they came from various places in the 
country, from up north in Nueva Ecija, in 
Metro Manila, and down south in the Bicol 
region and the Visayas.

The center’s children, SoR members 
and their children, had a full morning to-
gether. Each SoR couple organized and 
conducted a game or activity, and provided 
the prizes. Among the most touching mo-
ments was an activity where the children 
were given cartolina and crayons and were 
asked to draw their memorable and happy 
experiences in the year just passed. De-
spite their being at the center primarily be-

cause of family-related concerns, majority 
of the children drew then talked about their 
experiences with their family when they 
went home for a short vacation, or when 
family members came to visit them at the 
center.

The games and activities ended at 12 
noon with each child getting a large gift 
pack. An agape with the children, nuns, 
TMMR staff and SoR capped the outreach. 
Thank you, TMMR children and Augustin-
ian sisters for a memorable and enjoyable 
morning; PLDT-Smart for the bags, toys, 
footwear and snack packs; Mon and Alice 
Go for the t-shirts; SoR and children for 
sharing of yourselves.

Thank you, dear God, for the opportu-
nity to be with Your children.

A Sunday... continued from page 10

“These are my most memorable, happy 
moments....”
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Calendar of Activities:  February - April 2014
February Venue Contacts / Sponsors
08 Sat  Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center South Sector, Praxis Ministry
   Auditorium (2nd Floor)  Archangel Gabriel, Easter,
   Guadalupe, Makati City Emmanuel
8-9 ME-2      P500/couple      CeFam, Seminar Room 1 MEFP 426-4206
14-16 Annual Ignatian Retreat (AIR) Holy Spirit, Tagaytay City Suni Rodriguez 0917-9274750
 P 3,800/couple; P 1,900/pax
 Fr. Manoling Francisco, S.J.
20 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
 Host: Regie & Daisy De Guzman
28-Mar2 Marriage Encounter Weekend BLD Covenant House Ike & Josie Llamas 821-0639
 (M.E. Class 116) – P3,400/couple Dasmariñas, Cavite
 S.D.: Fr. Allan Abuan    
March
1 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center North Sector, ME Ministry
   Multipurpose Hall (3rd Floor) Beatitudes, Psalmaritans,   

  Guadalupe, Makati City  Ephesians
20 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
April
5 Sat  Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Central Sector, Community 
   Multi-purpose Hall (3rd Floor) Services Ministry, Exodus,
   Guadalupe, Makati City Sing to the Lord, Genesis of David
17 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191

February Birthday Celebrants
1 Helen Chua Sirach
2 Mark Madrid John
4 Merlene Chua Transfiguration
4 Istine Guico ME Class 107
4 Anna Pili Emmanuel
5 Alma Cornejo Archangel Gabriel
5 Levy Pingol ME Class 114
5 Arlyn Tabilog James
6 Tito Lim Song of Ruth
7 Evie Bayron James
8 Gene Manalo ME Class 112
9 Ferdie Joson Sirach
10 Lan Billoso James
11 Gary Canoso Magnificat
11 Edison Guzman Beatitudes
13 Annie Baldo Emmanuel
15 Jovy De Leon James
15 Carrie Ybañez ME Class 101
16 Danny Mendoza Exodus
17 Mike Magpayo Sirach
17 Peter Sarmiento James
18 Mon Cuartero ME Class 111
18 Domeng Gagatiga Mt. Olivet
19 Kit Martinez Good Shepherd
19 Len Toledo ME Class 108
20 Noel Oira James
22 Jonah Hipolito ME Class 109
22 Ronnie Tabuzo Song of Ruth
24 Vicky Mendoza Exodus
27 Atoy Apo Exodus
27 Eric Tobias ME Class 109
28 Jun Ahyong Sirach
28 Raul Ancheta ME Class 108

February Wedding Anniversaries
2 Roy & Irma Puno ME Class 108
3 Ray & Ging De Guzman John
6 Wendell & Issa Pili ME Class 107
7 Uriel & Yella Castillo Archangel Gabriel
8 Benz & Vina Dimanalata Good Shepherd
9 Rjay & Star Santos Ephesians
10 Johnny & Gladys De Veyra ME Class 98
10 Danny & Charito Dimayuga Sirach

14 Jun & Vivian Ahyong Sirach
14 Percy & Chit Garcia Mt. Olivet
14 Leony & Mia Parada Psalm 46-Samaritans
15 Ciso & Laura Cayabyab Jeremiah-Philippians
17 Alex & Iraida Lanuza ME Class 113
18 Apet & Bebeng Carranto James
22 Bing-bong & Jenny Panganiban ME Class 111
23 Leo & Grace Moselina Mustard Seed
24 Mac & Me-Ann De Guzman ME Class 112
25 Egay+ & Djarn Pestaño Sirach
28 Vince & Lyra Yamat ME Class 114

Birthdays - First 10 days of  March
3 Dan Bonuel ME Class 101
3 Nitz Eslava Sing to the Lord
8 Yolly Dikit ME Class 101
8 Marivic Pareja Agnus Dei
10 Laida Chavez ME Class 109
10 Carol Loresto ME Class 108
10 Marilu Sta. Maria Magnificat
10 Eddie Torres ME Class 101

Anniversaries - First 10 days of March
3 Allan & Edna Pestaño Psalm 46-Samaritans
5 Mike & Celine Magpayo Sirach
5 Eddie & Riza Torres ME Class 101
6 Bunching & Edna Llana ME Class 102
6 Rox & Precie Osados Mustard Seed
7 Bobby & Edna Sandico ME Class 108
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