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Fr. Edwin Soliva, SDB, our June ComCel speaker and mass celebrant.

Prayer and building relationships

When you read the bible and pray, 
does it build relationships? This was 
the first major question posed by Fr. Edwin 
Soliva, SDB who claims he is not the type 
of priest who would give an overly theo-
logical talk but whose talk nevertheless 
struck a chord in our views on scripture 
and prayer.

The answer to the above question 
seems to be a quick YES. But, as Fr. Edwin 
pointed out – what about religious groups 
who dissect the bible to debate and sow 
discord, or even to answer petty and non-
sensical questions?

And what about prayer such as that of 
a man in a taxi with another woman (not 
his wife) praying fervently as they passed 
a church that he will not be seen on their 
way to a motel? Does this prayer build re-
lationships? The answer to the question 
then is NO, unless it brings you to a 
personal encounter with the Lord.

In a personal encounter, God is front 
and center. We are drawn to the question: 
Who is this God for me? What is His image 
to me? And, as we continue to reflect on 
this, Fr. Edwin says we find ourselves get-
ting smaller and smaller and God growing 
bigger and bigger. When man stands be-
fore God, man’s identity becomes clearer. 
We are made by God for God.

God wants to be part of our lives. Not 
a small part, not watching from a distance, 
but near, here and now. In our joys and in 
our pains. In the light and in the darkness. 
Fr. Edwin tells the personal story of his 
brother who discovered his deepest faith 

not in his life’s joyful moments but amidst 
the painful suffering he felt from cancer. 

Fr. Edwin says the impact of facing a 
personal encounter with God is that we re-
alize our smallness. We become like David 
exclaiming in Psalms: “Who am I, that You 
would be mindful of me?” As we realize 
how God has loved us – even in our small-
ness He gave us Dignity – we learn to put 
our trust in Him in our prayers. Prayer is no 
longer about what we want from Him but 
what He wants from us.

In another story told by Fr. Edwin, a 
man fell from a cliff at night but managed 
to cling to a branch. He shouted to God, 
“Save Me!” God said “If you trust me, let go 
of the branch.” And in the usual comedic 
response by Fr. Edwin, the man said, “Is 
there any other God up there?” (in another 
version, the man was actually just a few 
inches from the ground). Branches that we 
hold on to can take many forms: wealth, 
a loved one, a career, and even our fami-
lies. God encourages us to trust only Him, 
and not our branches. Many times we call 
on God but we are not prepared for what 
He wants us to do. And so in a poignant 
advice in the talk Fr. Edwin said: Do no 
ask God to light your path if you are not 
prepared to move your feet.

And this is why we pray – because we 
trust God. Because we believe, because 
we now have faith, because we trust Him 
fully, we learn to let go of our branches.

Knowing God through prayer leads us 
to gratefulness. Gratefulness, Fr. Edwin 
explains, does not come from only having 
wealth, health and other treasures. Grate-
fulness comes from the realization that we 
were all equally given LIFE. Like guests 
given the same coffee in different cups, we 
are encouraged to see that LIFE IS THE 
COFFEE, and it is the coffee, not the cups 
that are important.

Fr. Edwin Soliva is a Salesian 
priest, from the Salesians of Don Bosco 
(SDB). He is currently the parish priest 
of Saint Dominic Savio Parish in Man-
daluyong. Fr. Edwin is not a stranger to 
the ME Weekend, having had a stint at 
conducting ME Weekends before.



2 Magis

07 June 2014 Community Celebration



3July 2014

Pentecostal 
Omnipresence

08 June 2014
Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

G od’s love for us is simply in-
credible. As God the Father, 
he created each one of us 
unique. I am the only one of 

my kind in the whole wide world. And so 
are you. And so is everyone else. Each 
one’s uniqueness is his/her special contri-
bution to God’s universe. The richness of 
the human race is endless.

As God the Son, Christ chose to be 
one among us and loved and served us 
throughout his human life, all the Way to 
his crucifixion and death on the cross. He 
gave us the assurance of an eternal life af-
ter this one on earth.

As God the Holy Spirit, he continues 
to love us unconditionally by being the 
constant companion of each one of us, 
through thick and thin, joys and pains, suc-
cesses and failures, all the way to our own 
death and resurrection, provided we hold 
on to his loving presence everyday of our 
lives. His coming into our lives as our con-
stant companion is what we are celebrat-
ing today, Pentecost Sunday.

If we humble ourselves, set aside 
our egos, and surrender to the Holy Spirit 
who loves and dwells within us, then we 
will likewise love the Holy Spirit in return 
and love all others whom he loves, what-
ever province or barrio they may belong 
to; whatever language or dialect they may 
speak; whatever cultural differences they 
may live by – we all belong to one Body, 
and the Holy Spirit is in every single part 
of that Body.

Moreover, from the Second Reading 
of today’s Mass, we read: “To each individ-
ual the manifestation of the Spirit is given 

for some benefit.” (1 Cor. 12:7). From the 
known to the unknown; from the President 
of our country to the least known farmer 
in a small barrio in Mindanao. Each one is 
uniquely loved by the one and the same 
God. From the most intelligent to the least 
intelligent; from the most beautiful to the 
least beautiful — the Holy Spirit loves each 
one and dwells in each one of them. But 
each one must freely allow himself/herself 
to be aware and feel the Holy Spirit’s lov-
ing presence within one’s heart, mind, and 
soul, so that he/she can respond and love 
the Holy Spirit in return, and likewise love 
all that the Holy Spirit loves. This is the one 

and only meaning of human 
life as created by God. All 
other meanings in our lives 
must flow from this, begin-
ning with our family life, 
work, and profession, all the 
way to the advances in our 
various sciences.

Sad to say, due to hu-
man free will and satanic 
forces, many fail to expe-
rience an inner, habitual 
awareness of the Holy Spir-
it’s presence, and thus they 
become more focused on 
their own bodily selves and 
their egos. In such cases, 

one’s self or ego then become’s one’s own 
god. Today, more and more are falling into 
this trap, the biggest tragedy of the human 
race in today’s world.

But in the Gospel reading for today, 
it is clear that because of God’s uncondi-
tional love for all of us, his own creation, 
he does not and will never give up on us. 
Twice, the resurrected Christ assured his 
disciples, “Peace be with you... Peace be 
with you.” (Jn. 20:19-21). And the climax of 
it all was nothing less than: “Receive the 
Holy Spirit.” (v.22).

In other words, no matter what fears, 
crosses, and tragedies come our way, un-
derneath it all is the presence of the Holy 
Spirit within each one of us, which will give 
us inner peace, provided we open our 
hearts to God’s unconditional love and sur-
render our egos.

In my own personal life, how often 
have I experienced this “Peace be with 
you...” in the midst of pains and tragedies. 
When my beloved mother passed away 

at the age of 57, my pain and grief were 
so strong and long. And yet now that I 
reflect back on it, I also recall the deep, 
inner peace that I experienced. No less 
than the loving presence of the Holy Spirit. 
Again, I went through a similar experience 
when my dear father died, even though he 
passed away at a much later age. He was 
90 years old.

And throughout these past many 
years, we were actively involved in com-
munity and national crises, including 
EDSA I, EDSA II, Yolanda, and now this 
horrible pork barrel scam. But what is most 
significant to be aware of is the presence 
of the Holy Spirit through it all. And it is in 
this context that I cannot help but men-
tion the name of our main whistle-blower 
in this recent scam. Benhur Luy. He must 
have been consciously or subconsciously 
guided by the Holy Spirit, even at the risk 
of his own life. The guilty parties failed to 
fight the tragic trap of Godless materialism, 
consumerism, and narcissism.

The spiritual punch line of it all is for 
each one of us to really develop and sus-
tain the prayer of discernment. In total si-
lence and solitude, we set aside our own 
egos, and instead, listen in the quiet of our 
hearts what the Holy Spirit is asking us 
to do or not to do. And outside of formal 
prayer time, we can develop the spiritual 
habit of having the Holy Spirit as our con-
stant companion. If at times we fail, spiri-
tual conversion is always possible. That is 
God’s loving way.

Pentecostal Omnipresence. Amen.



4 Magis

Editorial

Levy & Roxanne Espiritu
Transfiguration BCGG

Our spiritual journey as a cou-
ple started when we took the 
Marriage Encounter Weekend 
in 1985. Our Spiritual Director 

then, Fr. Ruben Tanseco, SJ, introduced 
Magis Deo to Ignatian Spirituality as a 
means to improve one’s prayer life and en-
hance spiritual development. The goal was 
to become contemplatives in action, and 
through prayerful discernment become 
agents of social justice in the family and in 
the community.

As we grew with Magis Deo, our mere 
awareness of Ignatian Spirituality slowly 
developed into a more intense longing and 
desire to consciously and conscientiously 
seek God’s goodness and greatness in our 
daily lives.

The life of St. Ignatius became a par-
allel to what we were going through in our 
individual lives as well as in our community 
life.

We became aware of our basic expe-
rience of the love of God during our ME 
Weekend. It was then when we realized 
and and with deep gratitude acknowl-
edged His abundant blessings. Now, after 
29 years,we continue to affirm God’s love 
and recognize His love through each other, 
our children, our family, our friends and in 
our community, Magis Deo. 

We continue to seek God and increase 
our knowledge of Him in every spiritual 
formation program we have taken. Each 
retreat, prayer workshop, BCGG meeting, 
Suyuan; every activity has never failed to 
leave us spiritually nourished and increase 
our fervor to love Him and follow Him.

From our reflections on this accumula-
tion of experiences of God’s overwhelming 
presence in our lives, we were urged to 
move on, to continue the spiritual journey, 
to continue to seek ways to improve our 
relationship with the Lord and to improve 
our concern for and commitment to others. 
In other words, to put one’s spirituality in 
action from the head, to the heart, and to 
bring it down to the feet.

It is in our reaching out to others, 
through our service to the community that 
allows us to be with St. Ignatius in his de-
sire to save souls.

But in the same way God never gave 
St. Ignatius a blueprint on how to go about 
saving souls, we were not also provided 
with that exact outline or structure on how 
to improve our commitment to be of ser-
vice to others.

Everything St. Ignatius learned he 
got from his daily experiences. It was his 
desire that moved him to his mission and 
it was the constant discernment of God’s 
spirit that gave him the grace, the strength 
and the wisdom to do God’s will. Acquiring 
experiences, accumulating learning and 
constant discernment in prayer on what 
God hopes for us, and how God is leading 
us, is the Ignatian way of life.

Just like St. Ignatius, we continue to 
search for ways to make God present in 
every aspect of our lives. As ordinary mor-
tals, we cannot help being weakened by 
trials and difficulties. That is why we all the 
more appreciate our exposure and training 
in praying the Ignatian way as we continu-
ously strive to learn through our failures, 
disappointments and frustrations.

 Looking over our 29 years as an en-
countered couple, we think and feel our 
spiritual development has never been bet-
ter, and our relationships with one another 
and with others have never been more 
enhanced. And we continue to gather 
courage and strength as we find our way 
through the pitfalls and uphills of life.

Ignatian Spirituality as a way of life 
is just being extraordinary in the ordinary. 
Come to think of it, being extraordinary in 
the ordinary is so simple to apply but not 
too easy to undertake. But what is comfort-
ing to note is the belief that God’s grace 
and mercy is boundless and that He dwells 
in us. And as long as we maintain an open 
link with Him, He will deal with us person-
ally and directly in His most loving way.

We are eternally grateful for having 
found Ignatian spirituality early in our mar-
ried life. It will probably take us more time 
to get to that level of spiritual maturity that 
may be expected of us, but what is impor-
tant is that we have set our eyes in that 
direction and we continue to pray for the 
grace to get there.

As we continue our spiritual journey, 
we will remain hungry and thirsty for God’s 
infinite love. We will continue our search for 
our continuing mission in life and continue 
to pray for the realization of God’s plan 
for us. Meanwhile, we would like to savor 
each step we take to get closer to God and 
use these steps to lead us to where we are 
destined to be.
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CounCil CornEr

Butch & Joey Vargas
Council / Easter BCGG

Overseer - Praxis Ministry

Praxis Ministry’s Proposed Manual

The proposed Praxis Manual contains guide-
lines for BCGG Shepherds and Members.

Shepherds’ major roles are:

1.  Administrator for Community and 
Small Group matters. The Shepherd com-
municates the community’s plans and pro-
grams to the BCGG and gathers feedback 
from members, to be forwarded to the Sector 
or Ministry concerned, and/or to the Coun-
cil. Shepherds likewise provide information 
regarding BCGG needs and developmental 
status. They ensure attendance and participa-
tion, preparation and submission of reports to 
the Praxis Ministry, implementation of com-
munity practices, and facilitate outreach and 
other community activities.

2.  Facilitator of group prayer, business, 
and other meetings. They promote growth 
of the BCGG as a faith community and pro-
mote the support and commitment of mem-
bers to community programs.

3.  Pastoral Caregiver and Formator to 
encourage daily prayer, discernment, 
and participation in the community’s 
formation programs that will lead to 
members’ spiritual deepening. They are 
mentors and companions in their members’ 
spiritual journey. Shepherds promote their 
BCGG’s integration into the larger community.

Praxis is the process by which a 
theory, lesson, or skill is enacted, embodied, or 
realized. It may also refer to the act of engaging, 
applying, exercising, realizing, or practicing 
ideas. This has been a recurrent topic in the 
field of philosophy, discussed in the writings of 
noted philosophers such as Plato, Aristotle, St. 
Augustine, Immanuel Kant, Søren Kierkegaard, 
Karl Marx, and many others. It has meaning in 
the political, educational, and spiritual realms.

BCGG members are couples who have 
graduated from an ME Weekend, attended 
reunions, and have successfully attended/
completed the Prayer Workshop and the 
Spiritual Deepening Retreat (SDR) or the 
Life in the Spirit Seminar (LSS). Members 
live a Christian life of Simplicity, Stew-
ardship, Sharing and Service, and de-
velop an active prayer life through the spir-
itual exercises and the spiritual formation 
programs. They commit to attend BCGG 
meetings, interfaces, and community 
celebrations, and participate in other 
community activities. They nurture their 
personal as well as help in others’ psycho-
spiritual growth. They contribute to the 
community’s administrative needs by pay-
ing monthly membership dues. 

Thank you to Rufo and Louren Dacanay, 
current Praxis Ministry head, for your untir-
ing efforts and your help in coming up with 
the guidelines. Watch out for its release!
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Continued on page 7

View # 1:

In his letter to the Romans, Paul said, 
“Who knows the mind of the Lord? 
Who is able to give Him advice?” Who 

indeed?
I don’t know the mind of God but I try 

my best to do so. I can’t know his whole 
MIND or whatever He’s thinking of be-
cause that could kill me. I just want to 
know an infinitesimal bit. That’s all I can 
handle but even that infinitesimal bit drives 
me nuts at times.

I’m in a relationship with God but it’s 
complicated – at least from my viewpoint. 
He’s an Omniscient, Omnipresent, and 
Omnipotent Being and I’m a little creature. 
I, the little creature, have to discern the 
will of this Almighty Being. I constantly ask 
God, “Why does it have to be that way? 
How am I supposed to know what you 
want? Aren’t you the Omniscient One? 
Wouldn’t it be simpler if you just tell me 
what you want?”

I’m presumptuous enough to tell God 
what to do in certain circumstances. I say 
to Him, “Here are my hopes which I offer 
up to you. I pray that you will fulfill these 
hopes in order to solve this nagging prob-
lem of mine.” Then I say to Him, “However, 
in the end, your will be done – but you 
ought to WILL something! And fast!” Pa-
tience is a virtue I don’t possess. 

I look around and see the brokenness 
of the world. I’m a busybody and I give 
God lots of suggestions on how to fix the 
brokenness. I say to Him, “If I were you, I’d 
do this and I’d do that.” I’m quite sure He 
listens to me and is greatly amused at my 
suggestions. However, following them is 
another matter. Sometimes, I get exasper-
ated because God doesn’t seem to see the 
good in my suggestions. I fly off the handle 

Coupled view
Ricky & Gi Valencia

Easter BCGG

and God throws this at me, “My thoughts 
are not like yours, and my ways are differ-
ent from yours. As high as the heavens are 
above the earth, so high are my ways and 
thoughts above yours” (Isaiah 55:8-9). I’m 
chastised but I feel at peace.

I’m in a relationship with God and I 
believe in being real before Him. There’s 
no use wearing a mask when I’m relating 

with an Omniscient Being. He made me 
this way; He’ll get me this way. What I say 
to Him may hurt Him but I’m sure it won’t 
incapacitate Him because He is God. My 
brutal honesty towards Him, even if it hurts, 
doesn’t also incapacitate me as long as it’s 
the truth. I feel He appreciates my honesty 
and I am at peace.

In the afterlife, if I’m with God, I be-
lieve that I still won’t be able to know Him 
perfectly well. To me, that’s not a cause for 
worry and it’s actually something to look 
forward to. I’ll spend all eternity unwrap-
ping one aspect of God after another. Each 
new discovery of who God is will be a most 
entertaining surprise. I’ll never be bored in 
Heaven!

View # 2:

When I’m working, I listen to J.S. 
Bach’s Goldberg Variations to 
put myself in a relaxed mood. 

Unfortunately, most people find it archaic, 
boring, and downright irritating. So with 
earphones in place, I start this article.

My relationship with God is compli-
cated. That’s the simple truth.

It’s like a Rubik’s Cube. I remember 
this six-sided game of ultimate frustration. 
Fresh from the factory, each side has one 
color each… six colors in all. Twist any of 
its side eight times and you’ve got a mess 
of colored squares on each side. The 
game is won when all the sides have their 
original colors back. The fun begins.

I start by trying to get a single color 
into just one side. This is simple if I’m do-
ing it alone. If I have to play with another 
person, it gets complicated. After making a 
move, I have to pass it to the other person. 
We alternate moves. I can’t see what my 
partner just did except that he has undone 
what I was trying to do. Frustrated, I re-
moved my earphone.

I heard that my partner is a Master who 
could actually solve the mess. I try to figure 
out what He is doing and try to do as He 
does. All seems fine until I realize that the 
colored squares I am gathering on my side 
are actually diminishing in number. First I 
had six, and then it’s down to three. Now I 
only have the one at the center square left. 
I ask the Master, “What’s happening here? 
I thought you know what you’re doing?”

He replies, “There are six sides and 
there are seven of us playing. Four of the 
six are having a difficult time concentrating 
because of your Goldberg Variation. The 

Status – 
It’s complicated
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Status – It’s
complicated
Continued from page 6

other one fell asleep a minute ago. Five 
of you are complaining about how I am 
moving the cube. Trust me; I know what 
I’m doing.”

I “solved” this puzzle once by disas-
sembling the cube and re-assembling 
it with its correct faces in less than two 
minutes. I am tempted to do it again 
but it will destroy the game. The Master 
wouldn’t like that.

It isn’t about the cube or how messy 
it looks right now. It isn’t about how I can 
get all my sides in one color or finishing 
the game quickly. It‘s about the game that 
the Master is playing with me together 
with my other playmates. I turned down 
the volume of my Goldberg Variations 
and instead tried to enjoy the company 
of my playmates and the Master.

I can’t control the game or my play-
mates but I can control myself. I must 
continue to play even when I’m bored or 
tired or distracted or frustrated. I need to 
enjoy the game, with all its complexities. I 
watch the Master’s inspired moves even 
as He respects his playmates’ moves. 
Soon, I will notice that there are just 3 
wrongly colored squares that are all in 
a line. One twist from the Master’s hand 
and it’s done. The game is finished.

I warned you, “It’s complicated!”

Gratefulness too, brings us another fruit of the Holy Spirit – Loving Service. As we 
grow to love God, He invites us to become His physical body in serving those in need. 
Scripture has made clear what God wants us to do: To build a relationship with Him, and 
to go and serve. As Jesus asked Peter if Peter loved Him, so does Jesus ask us now. If 
in prayer we have found a personal encounter with God, our answer would be Yes. But 
it does not end there. If we do love Him, Jesus asks us to “Feed His Lambs.” 

The sign of the cross symbolizes our faith. The vertical symbolizes our relationship 
with God. The horizontal, our relationship with others. If, through scripture and prayer, 
we get the vertical relationship right, Fr. Edwin assures us that the horizontal relationship 
– through loving service of others – will follow. 

Loving service to others is ultimately the sign that scripture and prayer has played 
the right role in our lives.

As part of Magis Deo’s loving service to the community, two scholars were intro-
duced at the Community Celebration. The scholars were Gemma Vargas from Pateros 
and Dionisio Federis II from Olandes. A third scholar from GK Aya will join them. In addi-
tion to these three, the Magis Deo Outreach plans to include more scholars who will be 
encouraged to take up TESDA courses.

In another portion of the ComCel, Ricky Sun and 
Vince Yamat presented the new Magis ME Weekend 
website. The website, which can be visited at www.
magisdeo-meweekend.com, contains streamlined 
information about Magis Deo’s Marriage Encounter 
Weekend program. The site also contains online reg-
istration for ME Weekends.

The commissioning of the first batch of BCGG 
Shepherds was also done during the Holy Mass. The 
renewal of the commissioning of shepherds comes 
after workshops/orientations tailor-fitted to enhance 
them in the roles they play in the community.

Caloy Ang, Tala BCGG

Prayer and building relationships
Continued from page 1

Scholars Gemma Vargas (4th from right) and Dionisio Federis II 
(3rd from right) with their parents.

Commissioning of the first batch of BCGG shepherds.
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It was a familiar feeling driving to the BLD 
Covenant House. What was different 

was that we were going to be on the other 
side of things this time. We were going to 
be auxies! After some weeks of praying for 
recruits, planning, organizing and practic-
ing songs, we were unsure if we could ac-
tually do it or if we had prepared enough. 
But upon arriving at the site, we felt excited 
and happy to see our fellow auxies and 
our shepherds already busy working on 
their assigned tasks. We wore our special 
t-shirts (made just for the weekend) and 
name tags like badges of honor and we 
felt proud that somehow we managed to 
go this far to actually be auxies.

Just as our shepherd Ricky Sun told 
us at the start of the weekend “The devil 
will be very active“ there was a string of 
unfortunate events but these didn’t stop us 
from the work we had to do. We had 9 can-
didate couples instead of our target of 12. 

The group felt a bit worried that we had a 
low number of recruits despite our efforts 
but we distinctly remember Tita Josie tell-
ing us “We only have 9 couples but that’s 
what the Lord gave us and we should be 
thankful” so we were eager to put all our 
efforts into making sure the 9 couples had 
a memorable weekend.

The weekend was led by Fr. Adam Al-
bert who came all the way from Borongan, 
Samar. We auxies were composed of 5 
couples from ME Class 114 and a couple 
from ME Class 113, our shepherds Ricky 
and Trixie Sun, and our co-shepherds, 
Doy and Becky Dizon. The members of the 
team had various talents – hosting, singing 
and playing the guitar, organizing, comput-
ing – which were put to good use.

It was such a great experience being 
auxies. We could see the love of God ev-
erywhere. We could see it in the hard work 
everyone put in. We could see it in how 
well we worked together and enjoyed and 
exchanged jokes even when we were tired 
and sleepy. We could see it in the smiles 
and eagerness of each member to help out 
in any way she/he could. We saw the love 
between the candidates – the shift in body 
language and the change in their smiles 
especially towards the end of the weekend. 
We were deeply touched by the dedication 

Being an “Auxie Couple” for the recently 
concluded ME Weekend has been 

very fulfilling for us in so many different 
levels. It was great to be able to listen to 
the talks again. It allowed us to reminisce 
on our own ME Weekend which we had 
last year. At the same time, there’s this 
certain kind of pride and joy in knowing 
that in our own little way, our actions have 
helped enhance or probably even save a 
marriage. This weekend has allowed us to 
serve once more, to be a couple for others 
wherein its own reward is priceless.

Reflections on the ME Weekend

Vince & Lyra
Yamat
ME 114

Ian & Elaine
Serranilla
ME 114

of the team couples, the music ministry 
and the haranistas. All these inspire us to 
do more for others and do more for God.
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“For many are called, but few 
are chosen.”  – Matthew 22:14

This verse reminds us that Jesus in-
vited many to His kingdom, but only 

those who have been “chosen” and have 
received Christ will come. We reflected on 
this verse as we journey through our spiri-
tual growth with ME Class 114. We started 
with eleven couples at our Marriage En-
counter Weekend (MEW) in August 2013 . 
By the time we became auxiliaries (auxies) 
at this June MEW, we were six couples.

We have seen how we six couples 
have received Christ with enthusiasm and 
passion in our hearts. We have cultivated 
and nourished the spirit with loving faith 
in Him. Thus, when we served as auxies, 
we knew we were sharing a part of us with 
other married couples whom we prayed 
would come and receive Christ.

Being auxies was physically and men-
tally tiring. However, feeling tired is not 
what we remember most; it was the gift of 
friendship among us that we treasure. That 
MEW was also a fateful day when our cou-
ple friends, Carlo and Andrea, had to go 
home as Andrea’s father passed away; our 
day became gloomy as we sympathized 
with them. Though sadness clouded us, 
the Lord blessed us also with high spirits 
because we were there to serve Him and 
share His Good News with other couples.

At the end of the MEW, everyone was 
smiling and patting each other’s shoulder 
as a sign of many positive thoughts like 
“We did it!”, “It’s nice to be here with you”, 
“I had a great time with you” and “Lord, 
thank you for this weekend.” We also real-
ized how we like to do things as a couple. 
The Magis Deo community inspired us to 
continue nurturing our faith in God. Above 
all, we had time to reflect, meditate and 
spend quality time with the Lord.

Eastley & Elaine
Lariosa
ME 114

Reflections on the ME Weekend

Fr. Adam Albert was the spiritual di-
rector of the ME Weekend for ME 
Class 117. Fr. Adz is the parish priest 
of Dolores, in Eastern Samar.

Bottom, opposite page: ME Class 117 (June 20-22, 2014, BLD Covenant House and 
Retreat Center) with Fr. Adam Albert, center.  At Fr.’s left are Josie Llamas. ME Min-
istry Head, and Cesar & Marivic Pareja, Team Couple; at Fr.’s right are Papoo & Alex 
Reyes, Team Couple. Bottom: ME 114, the sponsors and auxiliaries of the weekend, 
with their shepherd, Ricky & Trixie Sun (third from right).
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Transfiguration
Shepherd: Jay-R & Leila Leccio
Alternate: Levy & Roxanne Espiritu
Eugene & Ethel Araullo
Dodo & Jon Sta. Maria
Mon & Ting Yupangco

Genesis of David
Shepherd: Josie Llamas
Alternate: Val & Joan Lugti
Rolly & Labeng Beltran
Joey & Portia Eustaquio
Manny & Leslie Gatchalian
Kit & Nancy Palmario
Eli & Edith Prieto
Boboy & Marissa Serrano

Agnus Dei
Shepherd: Charley & Jay Ng Sy
Alternate: Denis & Joy Rago
Myke & Dang Atienza
Gene & Eve Bañez
Val & Glo Bisquera
John & Glo Boren
Efren & Precy Castañares
Caloy Cruz
Ferdie Cruz
Fred & Cora de Guzman
Hilda del Rosario
Mon & Alice Go
Manolet & Suni Rodriguez
Claro & Linda Santos

Interfaces
The latest series of BCGG interfaces are ongoing (June to August 

2014). If you have some pictures of your interface please share them; 
email a copy to newsletter@magisdeo.org. Thank  you!

Top to bottom:
John and Prodigal 102

Easter, Jeremiah-Philippians and Song of Ruth
Mustard Seed, Corinthians and James, Brother of John

BCGGs
(Continued from last month’s newsletter)

The Formation Ministry will conduct a 
PRAYER WORKSHOP on July 12 at ISO Resi-
dence, Ateneo Campus. 

We encourage ALL ME Class members to 
attend in preparation for your SDR; the prayer 
workshop is also a pre-requisite to your com-
missioning as a BCGG member. BCGG mem-
bers are also invited to attend this workshop.

Fr. James Gascon will be our SD for the 
session.

Registration starts at 8 AM; the session 
starts exactly at 8:30 AM and end at around 4 
PM.

Please contact Jane Fernandez at Magis 
Office (02) 426-7191 or (0921) 514-9257, or Ted 
Concepcion at (0917) 511-9877 for reservations 
and confirmations.

Thank you.
  Ted & Susan Concepcion
  Formation Ministry

Prayer Workshop
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Sharing a reflection on Elyn Aracid’s hospital outreach 

Finding God in PGH
5th year of our Hospital Outreach... 44 years of grace-filled life... 12 years since my battle 

with cancer... LET'S CELEBRATE! Join me in gift-giving for patients of the Philippine General 
Hospital: Ward 5 (adult neuro), Ward 6 (pedia surgery), Wards 9 and 11 (pedia).

 - Elyn Aracid (22 June 2014)

Being in Magis Deo opened me to various opportunities 
to do outreach programs, leaving an indelible mark in my 
life of God’s love for us.

Joey and I woke up to a bright Sunday, 22 June, begin-
ning with a 7:15 AM Sunday mass, then proceeded to PGH for 
Elyn Aracid’s hospital outreach. Together with Mennen Aracid, 
Petrik and Yas Punzalan, Precie Olan, we headed to the Neuro 
Ward where several boxes were being mounted on trolleys and 
several people were standing in the hallways. When I saw Elyn, 
she was being greeted “Happy Birthday” by the same people in 
the hallways as she gave instructions on what to do and where 
to go. I was happily surprised to see that the outreach was well 
supported by her friends, on her birthday!

We went to Pedia Ward Nos. 9 and 11 where I have never 
seen so many children requiring medical care. I had to put on a 
brave face, a “mask,” because I was there to distribute toys, tow-
els, blankets, diapers, etc. At first, I looked at them with a degree 
of indifference and detachment from their situation. I also felt SO 
HELPLESS! What goes on in the mind of a parent or a guardian 
whose child lies in bed, or in the mind of an intern, a resident or 
a nurse? How do they “switch off” at the end of their shift? All 
these questions came down to me asking, “Why does God allow 
children to suffer, and to be robbed of their carefree and playful 
childhood? Isn’t it that God loves children and that children have 
a special place in Heaven? The Bible even quotes Jesus loving 
children and Heaven being a place for children.” 

As I ponder on the last question, I came to an awakening, 
which I credit to my Ignatian Spirituality training. My questions 
shifted from, “Why does God allow children to suffer?” to “Where 
do I find God in this ward, in the people who are here?”

Our spiritual formation taught us that God’s Love is univer-
sal – God loves us all – no more, no less. We are all God’s favor-
ites – even the sinner, the atheist, the strong and the weak, the 
sick and the healthy. Moreover, Ignatian Spirituality also taught 
me to find God in everyone – this shifted my “being there in the 

ward” from apprehension and indifference to sharing and affirma-
tion that God sent me to PGH to show His love to His people. 
Feeling God’s Love opened my heart, and in no time, at every 
bed I visited, I see God’s Love in the eyes of the parents and 
guardians. I see God’s Love in the interns, residents, nurses and 
other hospital staff, who care for the sick. I see Gods’ Love in the 
volunteers and the coupleness of Mennen and Elyn.

As I distributed the gift packs, I received a “Salamat po!” from 
the patients and parents. I was telling myself, “Why are these 
people thanking me? In my heart I was telling them, “Salamat 
po sa inyo at binigyan ninyo ako ng pagkakataon na makita ang 
pagmamahal ng Diyos sa atin!” As I distributed the gifts, I was 
praying to God for healing, strength, mercy and love for all. 

God loves us all and this is what is important! 
Salamat po!

Stories like these help strengthen my resolve to continue what I have been called to do... to serve the last, the least, and 
the lost. Thank you so much for the affirmation to find God in all things! More than 200 patients received our gift of love, 
hope, and joy! Thank you to our benevolent donors who shared their wealth, and to the 55 volunteers who made their warm 
presence felt! Thank you very much for your support and generosity... for sharing your time, talent, and treasure! Thank you 
for making a difference in the lives of others! May God bless you more abundantly, protect you from sickness and harm, and 
bless your family with joy, peace, and prosperity! I look forward to more years of service with you, my super friends!!! 

- Elyn Aracid

Butch Vargas
Easter BCGG

L-R: Butch, Precie, Joey, Elyn & Mennen. Not in picture: Petrik & Yas. 
Elyn & Mennen, Precie, Petrik & Yas are members of ME Class 115.
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It’s I! It’s You!
It’s We!

Manny Gatchalian, Genesis of David BCGG

In 1995, our ME Weekend brought me to the Magis Deo Community. 
Having my own preconceptions that it was a happy, perfect community, I was 
ecstatic to be part of it.

Beyond my immature and then just budding spirituality, I stumbled and 
succumbed to temptations and challenges around me, believing this to be just a 
reaction to the imperfections I perceived. Just like in any relationship, my share 
of disillusionment came.

My dream of a heavenly life in Magis Deo Community crumbled like a 
house built on sand. To compound things, at the start I presumed all to be at 
the same level of spirituality setting aside my own struggling spirit and human 
frailty.

This disillusionment led me to see nothing but shortcomings and 
disharmony among members, diminishing membership and the seemingly 
negative aspects of community life.

Even with my misgivings, God did not lose hope in me and continued to 
support me. God did not let go of my hand. 

With my having stayed in the Magis Deo Community for almost 20 years 
now, He made it known to me that this community is not perfect because I am 
not perfect.

Not losing hope and with the help of the Holy Spirit, I heard God’s call 
in many different avenues to better myself, to help improve the community I 
belong to.

He called me to fortify myself through the 19th Annotation. I cannot imagine 
myself taking and undergoing that spiritual growth process without His help.

This spiritual feeding deepened my relationship with Him and increased my 
courage to allow that same love to flow to others. My eyes were opened to the 
many ways He loves us and the myriad gifts He has given so as to be able to 
love Him more and serve Him better in this community that gives MORE FOR 
GOD.

It struck me that I help create the type of community I belong to. What I put 
in affects what it becomes. Now, amidst the uncertainties, obstacles and pain, 
I see a community like me, trying its best to live a life committed to God. It can 
falter but it doesn’t give up.

More than ever I became immersed in gratitude, enjoying and making 
the most of this God-given community life. I am encouraged to take up the 
challenge to promote dialogue, sharing and collaboration. Looking at myself, 
I have to outgrow my prejudices and shortsightedness to ignite healing and 
reconciliation, to move towards that final goal of being perfect in love and united 
with our Heavenly Father.

God bless me and my longing for Him. God help me and inspire us all to 
embody the prayer of Jesus to the Father on unity and love in this our Magis 
Deo Community.

Batanes
I am a traveler
In my heart
To a place of sky and sea—
A sky so pure, 
Deepest blue,
Sea, same color 
As the sky—

Not so distant
As the farthest reaches
Of the earth or so 
Inaccessible, yet 
Sufficiently remote
So that solitude
Is a lone bird 
Hovering

And silence 
Is the expanse
Between two gray islands
Barely visible
As you stand
Atop a cliff
Dropping steeply
Down to shore.

Breakers whisper
As I breathe in sweet air.
Inhaling to my fill,
I lose all appetite
And dine on the wind.
No longer corporeal,
I am a subsistent soul. 

Gonzalinho da Costa
CIA-Wisdom BCGG

ME Class 74
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My devout Cuban father was afraid that I would leave the 
faith after seeing the political divisions inside the Catho-

lic Church. He is deceased now, but after 30 years of “church 
work” that has taken me to most dioceses in the United States 
and dozens more around the world, I could tell him a few sto-
ries. They add up to this: “Yes Dad, there is politics, but there 
is still more beauty than division, in the form of human beings 
serving one another according to their vocation.” Here are a 
few things I’ve seen:

The man who asked me to address a crisis-pregnancy cen-•	
ter fundraiser in the Midwest. On the way to dinner, we 
dropped by a warehouse where he and other Catholic vol-
unteers collected and distributed every imaginable kind 
of household good so that poor and immigrant families, 
single parents and people just released from prison could 
“shop” for free for their new lives. In one aisle, a mother 
and her little daughter were excitedly counting out their 
new spoons and forks.
The parish pro-life director who met, as she prayed out-•	
side an abortion clinic, a pregnant mom seeking a late-
term abortion for her baby, who had been given a fatal 
diagnosis. Without calling home, the parish director of-
fered to adopt the child. She and her husband did adopt 
him and cared for him around the clock until his death a 
year later.
The woman moved to share the church’s good news about •	
the dignity of women with homeless women in a large 
Catholic shelter; the priest in charge invited her, knowing 
that the poor need food for the soul too.

The people of God in action – this is what I saw. There is 
immense beauty here for those open to it. I came home from 
every adventure with new energy and determined to “keep 
faith” with these living witnesses.

You might say that my experience is anecdotal. Yet it’s 
also	30	years	long	and	far-flung.	My	point	is	this:	Catholics	in	
action are not divided the way some in the press often portray 
us, or even as we sometimes imagine ourselves to be. Cath-
olics’ true “opponents” are all the “-isms” obscuring God or 
luring us away from being a woman or man for others: materi-
alism, individualism, sexual expressionism, elitism, careerism 
– whether inside or outside the church. Our opponents are not 
other Catholic pilgrims who are in conscientious conversation 
with God, working to help human beings in need. This remains 
true even if some pilgrims are overly attracted to the shiny ob-
ject of politics.

Often I’ve thought that it might go a long way if Catholics 
at least managed to avoid two political tics: speaking as if a 
particular candidate or party embodied Christ-like love for all 
people; and forgetting how many proposed laws are a com-

plex mix of good and bad. In a more benevolent vein, Catholics 
might even ponder with affection the traits held in common by 
Catholics brimming with passion about all sorts of social justice 
issues.

First, they assume personal responsibility to answer blatant 
lies or injustices. Catholic activists don’t understand why not 
everyone can see, for example, that workers need a living wage 
or that abortion harms everyone involved. These activists per-
sonally	keep	afloat	the	company	that	makes	the	bumper	sticker:	
“If you’re not outraged, you’re not paying attention.”

Second, they are more than a little impatient with messages 
and lifestyles broadcasting that there is something more impor-
tant	in	life	than	figuring	out	how	to	love	and	serve	other	people.	
The thought-bubble over their heads most days reads: “What 
do these people not get about ‘we are all gonna’ die soon, so X 
doesn’t matter much.”

It could be an accident of birth (for example, our moms 
marched for civil rights or volunteered at a crisis pregnancy cen-
ter) or a chance encounter with people along the way that set 
us on the trail of the particular issue that seized our life. This is 
my “good Samaritan theory” about God strewing certain issues 
across certain paths.

But no matter how it happened, it is good and right to cheer 
on one another’s works of charity, to cross-donate, to speak 
warmly about one another – even while we still disagree over 
the political means to achieve certain ends.

All of which is to say that even 30 years of intense “famil-
iarity” with the church has yet to sour me; on the contrary, it 
calls me toward continual conversion and a higher road.

Familiarity Breeds Content
From America – The Catholic National Review  |  June 9-16, 2014  |  by Helen Alvaré

Helen Alvaré is a professor of law at George 
Mason University, where she teaches law and 
religion and family law. She is also a consultor 
to the Pontifical Council for the Laity.
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On nature and taking care of the 
environment

Rey Mella, Cana BCGG
 spiritual tidBits and Humor

A few years ago my wife and I were 
in Beijing and on our way to see the Great 
Wall of China for the first time. One of our 
hosts, a young woman, proudly said that 
the Great Wall is the only man-made thing 
that can be seen from the moon. My wife, 
who did some reading prior to the trip, fac-
tually responded that a scientist said this is 
not true. The young woman cried out loud, 
“Oh, my lifetime belief is destroyed.”

Much later, when we were reminiscing 
and discussing this experience, my son 
said, “Actually, they can now see some-
thing in China from the moon – the smog!”

Not so coincidentally, a recent Time 
magazine article, with the cover story 
about China’s huge pollution problem, 
mentioned that 1.2 million Chinese die ev-
ery year from pollution-related diseases.

I shared this article with my team to 
inspire them; that we do make people’s 
lives better – our company has a huge so-
lar power project in China.

____________

I feel lucky to be part of an organiza-
tion committed to taking care of the envi-
ronment. Being with a solar manufacturing 
company, I find our vision – “we change the 
way our world is powered” – so profound, 
so powerful and so noble. I believe that pro-
ducing clean energy and taking advantage 
of the enormous and “unlimited” supply of 
solar energy is God-directed. Compared 
to electricity produced via coal-fired gen-

erators that pollute the environment, solar 
energy is clean, and with technology and 
our industry’s commitment to cost reduc-
tion, solar power will eventually become 
cheaper than other power sources. 

____________

I have never taken my leadership role 
and my being a senior officer of a clean en-
ergy company for granted. Over and above 
producing clean power that helps protect 
the environment, we also do our best to be 
consistent with “who we are.” We have a 
very strong sustainability program. We re-
cycle our process water and use it for our 
facilities equipment. We collect rainwater 
and use it for gardening. We manage and 
recycle our waste hence reduce what we 
bring to the landfill.

We use some of our cosmetic rejects 
to build our own solar power generat-
ing facilities for our office lighting, which 
have all been converted to environment-
friendly LED bulbs. We encourage and 
practice turning off lights in the office when 
not needed and during lunch breaks. We 
have stopped using and purchasing plastic 
cups.

All these are actions and attempts to 
be good stewards of God’s creation.

____________

Somehow the Lord found the way to 
my heart to make me more committed to 
protecting the environment.

I have worked in other companies but 
nowhere have I been able to identify more 
with a nobler purpose than where I work 
today. Beyond my work, I like being envi-
ronment-friendly at home.

In the past months, I embarked on 
a personal going-green strategy. This is 
without my realizing I have already done 
so 18 years ago – that of installing a so-
lar water heater on my roof. Also inspired 
by our COO’s passion for sustainability, I 
started not using plastic water bottles and 
buying stainless steel water containers.

While renovating some bedrooms at 
home, we took the opportunity to install 
LED lights instead of the non-environment-
friendly fluorescent lamps and incandes-
cent bulbs. 

____________

“The order of creation demands that 
a priority be given to those human activi-
ties that do not cause irreversible dam-
age to nature, but which instead are wo-
ven into the social, cultural, and religious 
fabric of the different communities. In this 
way, a sober balance is achieved between 
consumption and the sustainability of re-
sources.” 

– Pope Benedict XVI, Message to the Di-
rector General of the Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization for the Celebration of World Food 
Day, October 16, 2006.
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On nature...
Continued from page 14

____________

For economic reasons, I have been 
buying second hand books for many 
years now. I didn’t realize this is being 
environment-responsible as well as this is 
recycling what has already been created. 
Recycling and reusing old books require 
no new trees to be cut to produce paper 
to print new books.

As I speak, a vegetable garden is 
taking shape at the back of my house. My 
helper initiated it and all I needed to do 
was to support him with seeds, soil and 
tools. Soon we will not need to buy some 
of the vegetables we put on our table as 
we will be producing tomatoes, eggplants, 
okra, etc. in our backyard.

Vermi-composting is also in the 
plan within the next 2 months. This is a 
double-edged project – the African night 
crawler worms will eat all my biodegrad-
able waste, which will reduce what I throw 
to the landfill, while also producing excel-
lent fertilizer for my garden.

My friend Eric recently helped me in-
stall a rainwater collection wall with a ca-
pacity of 2 drums of rainwater for laundry, 
gardening and car wash purposes.

God willing, soon I can get solar 
panels on my roof, which, more than just 
bringing down my electric bill, should re-
duce my consumption of power gener-
ated from oil or coal-fired generators.

____________

A woman asked her husband to 
pick up some organic vegetables for din-
ner. The husband arrived at the store and 
searched all over for organic vegetables 
before finally asking the produce guy 
where they were. 

The produce guy didn’t know what he 
was talking about, so the husband said: 
“These vegetables are for my wife. Have 
they been sprayed with poisonous chemi-
cals?” The produce guy replied, “No, sir, 
you will have to do that yourself.”

– www.jokesprank.com
____________

My friend Leony, who is also into 
environment protection as a personal ad-
vocacy, recently shared with me about 
producing drinking water from the air via 
atmospheric water generation (AWG) 
technology. 

Reflecting on this, over the years God 
has led me towards people who share the 
same passion and commitment to steward-
ship and taking care of nature. God brought 
me to people like Paul who introduced me 

Our Lady of the Philippines
Trappist Abbey

Gonzalinho da Costa
CIA-Wisdom BCGG, ME Class 74

When the moon climbs the cloudless sky and stillness pours 
into valleys pooling waters of silence, I rise from sleep to 
dress, shuffling off loose dreams like a sack.

Stepping outside, I inhale brisk air like snuff—suddenly, I am 
wakeful, a clock about to spring. I toss out bags of sand to rise 
more quickly.

In the early chill the mountains stand as guardian shadows and 
night gleams like dragonfly wings.

I am eager for the work of God beckoning at the end of a 
solitary path just beyond a row of trees bristling at wind 
snapping like a flag.

Bits of gravel bite at my soles as turning the corner, I lift up my 
heart at the sight of light spilling gently from the entrance to the 
church.

Stepping inside, I am greeted by the bright echo of kneelers 
knocking the stone floor, and softly rustling pages of stapled 
paper hymnals.

Gradually, ethereal plainchant rises like a river, gathers itself, 
solidly transforming into one long sonorous brilliant golden bell.

to renewable energy and bio-digesters, to 
Eric who sold me into rainwater collection 
and vermi-composting, and to Leony who 
shared what he does with AWG. This is 
just very touching.

____________

Earth provides enough to satisfy 
every man’s needs, but not every man’s 
greed. 

– Mahatma Gandhi
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Calendar of Activities:  July - September 2014
July Venue Contacts / Sponsors
5 Sat  Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Central Sector, Formation Ministry
   Multi-Purpose Hall (3rd Floor) Mustard Seed, Thessalonians, John
12 Prayer Orientation Workshop TBA Magis Deo 426-7191
17  Council Meeting (Mid-year planning) Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
August
2 Sat  Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center South Sector, Finance Committee
   Multi-Purpose Hall (3rd Floor) Transfiguration, Mt. Olivet, Tala,
     Jeremiah-Philippians
15-17 Marriage Encounter Weekend BLD Covenant House Josie Llamas 821-0639
 ME Class 118 – P3,400/couple Dasmariñas, Cavite Ramie & Mimi Santos 853-0363
21  Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
September
5-7 Spiritual Deepening Retreat (SDR) Sacred Heart Novitiate Magis Deo 426-7191
   Novaliches, Q.C.
6 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center North Sector, Praxis Ministry
   Multi-Purpose Hall (3rd Floor) Marriage Encounter Ministry
    South & Central BCGGs
18  Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191

July Birthday Celebrants
2 Levy Domingo Song of Ruth
2 Roi Palencia Tala
5 Ronnie Sargan ME Class 116
7 Tony Narciso Easter
7 Joy Rago Agnus Dei
7 Grace Santos Thessalonians
8 Celia Echivaria Exodus
10 Rhea Gaddi Prodigal 102
10 Rose Viduya ME Class 117
11 Peping Echivaria Exodus
13 Leny Alnajes Song of Ruth
14 Ike Tan ME Class 114
15 Jet Quimel Exodus
15 Yayette Ventigan John
16 Edwin Gumila ME Class 115
16 Rico Lim Easter
17 Kit Palmario Genesis of David
17 Resty Tongol Transfiguration
18 Arnel Isip Corinthians
22 Ellen Carballo ME Class 115
22 Jonah Gallardo ME Class 110
22 Loida Salita ME Class 115
22 Benny Vistan Psalm 46-Samaritans
23 Grace Catangay Ephesians
23 Rudy De Guzman ME Class 111
23 Ed Macalalad Mt. Olivet
25 Doy Dizon Archangel Gabriel
25 Anna Tongol Transfiguration
26 Carlos Pizarro Corinthians
28 Ryan Malangen ME Class 117
29 Bernie Isip Corinthians
29 Anne Naldo Psalm 46-Samaritans
30 Gelo Castro ME Class 116
31 Yella Castillo Archangel Gabriel

July Wedding Anniversaries
4 Jojo & Jane Aldeguer Mustard Seed
7 Francis & Mela Rubio ME Class 116
8 Mino & Susan Exconde ME Class 116
10 John & Glo Boren Agnus Dei
10 Denis & Joy Rago Agnus Dei
10 Ricky & Trixie Sun Archangel Gabriel
11 Chito & Vicky Babaran Magnificat
11 Claro & Linda Santos Agnus Dei
14 Ronnie & Raquel Sargan ME Class 116
17 Rico & Freda Berwite ME Class 116
18 Ed & Tatic Castillo Cana
18 Rain & Gracie Claro ME Class 111
18 Ariel & Jane Fernandez ME Class 104
18 Jeb & Anne Gayanelo ME Class 111
19 Jason & Leni Sanchez Tala
20 Frank & Lilian Manila ME Class 98
21 Bing & Vikki Brillantes Cana
21 Dixie & Claudia Mabanta ME Class 114
22 Ferdie & Lyn+ Cruz Beatitudes
22 Tony & Benny Vistan Psalm 46-Samaritans
24 Nan & Ai Palete Prodigal 102
25 Goody & Beth Vargas ME Class 110
28 Ryan & Pam Malangen ME Class 117
31 Doy & Becky Dizon Archangel Gabriel
31 Eric & Steph Martinez Song of Ruth
31 Dodo & Jon Sta. Maria Transfiguration

Birthdays - First 10 days of  August
1 Chona Ramirez ME Class 116
2 Andy Mangahas ME Class 107
3 Noli Siquian ME Class 117
4 Carlos Vargas ME Class 107
5 Neil Toledo ME Class 110
7 Jes Gumila ME Class 115
7 Trixie Sun Archangel Gabriel
8 Boy Cruz James, Brother of John
8 Bing Orbista ME Class 115
9 Nilo Sta. Maria Magnificat
10 Terry Abella Mustard Seed
10 Shella Ampongan Song of Ruth
10 Larnz Briones Good Shepherd
10 Val Lim ME Class 110

Anniversaries - First 10 days of August
3 Val & Joan Lugti Genesis of David
8 Ramie & Mimi Santos Psalm 46-Samaritans
10 Rudy & Lyn Ebardo Jeremiah-Philippians
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