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Fr. Xavier Alpasa, SJ

Catholic Social Teachings
At the 03 May community celebration 

the talk of Fr. Xavier “Javy” Alpasa, SJ 
on Catholic Social Teachings (CST) was 
profound and divinely disturbing, fun-filled, 
hilarious, “techie”, true-to-the-bone. He 
used apropos stories-cum-videos-cum-
jokes to make easy to understand in an 
hour the deep, broad meaning and the 
central message of CST. It was an hour of 
inspiring messages, meaningful learning, 
and a synopsis of the ‘unpopular’ truth of 
Catholic faith and the challenges to the 
believer.

Fr. Javy correlated graduation with 
CST by posing a question, “Sino ang 
pasado, sino ang bagsak sa buhay na 
ito?” and brought up a point of reflection 
on Social Mission. Unlike in school where 
extra-curricular activities merit bonus 
points for graduation, leadership and 
awards, Social Mission is an integral part 
of CST; it is an essential part of our faith – 
“bahagi ng ating pananampalataya” and 
should not be viewed as extra-curricular 
activities or an added burden, but a part of 
the Church’s mission. He posed two more 
questions:

What are you so passionate • 
about? (taking off from a video 
of a small child trying to mimic an 
orchestra conductor.)
Sa buhay na ito, what are you • 
willing to give your life for?

He shared that during a gathering of 
US Bishops, it was firmly resolved that “our 
faith is profoundly social; we cannot be 
called truly Catholic unless we hear and 
heed the church’s call to serve those in 
need, and work for justice and peace”. 
Fr. Javy stressed, “Hindi pwedeng 
manampalataya para sa sarili lang. 
Ang itinuturo ng CST ay kumunekta sa 
iba lalo na sa nangangailangan.” What 
will really connect us is not our strength 
or our accomplishments, but who we 
really are, our entire being including our 
weaknesses. The Trinity is a community 

and the source of love that spills over 
(through what Jesus Christ has done and 
through the blessing of the Holy Spirit); 
hence, it is a communitarian love and is 
therefore social. The church is actually a 
support community based on vulnerability, 
needs and weaknesses. While connecting 
to other people, we connect to a sacred/
holy connection. “Mas masarap tumulong 
sa isang taong hindi ka kayang suklian,” 
as Fr. Javy put it.

The CST has three points for sharing:
1. The church is a sign and a 

safeguard to the dignity of a 
human person;

2. A religious organization’s purpose 
is to help bring the reign of God in 
history;

3. Social Mission is constitutive and 
not extra-curricular or optional. 

As a constitutive element of the church, 
there are 3 S’s in our faith, in church, and in 
our life – Scripture, Sacrament, and Social 
Mission – and the moral concept of justice 
is an indispensable component of Social 
Teachings/Social Mission.

Justice for each of us may have 
different definitions but justice = right 
relationship – “tamang pagturing, tamang 

pakikitungo, pantay-pantay lahat, dahil 
kung mali ang turing natin sa kapwa, 
mali din ang pakikitungo natin. Kapag iba 
yung tingin sa tao, iba rin ang trato.” 

We have the tendency “na mag-uri.” 
Remember Fr. Javy’s story about the old 
model mobile phone that was left in a 
cafe? And the Bishop in a plain shirt and 
pants who was mistaken by some nuns to 
be a driver, and was asked to do carry their 
bags, and when he came back wearing 
formal clothes the nuns were surprised 
to find out he was the person they were 
visiting? Fr. Javy again threw the question, 
“Sino ba ang pasado at sino ang 
bagsak? Ang mga hindi nakapag-aral 
ba ay bagsak, ang mga magsasaka ba 
sa bukid ay bagsak?

Fr. Javy brought us back to biblical 
times, explaining what caused Jesus’ 
temper to flare, which was the cheating 
happening in the temple (not that the 
temple was made into a marketplace), 
where traders took advantage of the poor, 
and even scraping off some portion of 
the ridges of coins to reduce their value. 
He refreshed us with why Jesus was so 
happy with Mary the sister of Martha: aside 

An invitation to a holy disturbance
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Sheep to 
shepherds

11 May 2014
Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

T he figure of speech that Je-
sus used for himself and for 
all his faithful disciples is very 

touching indeed. He was no more than a 
human sheep, born as an infant in Beth-
lehem, loved and cared for by Mary and 
Joseph, all the way to adulthood, and con-
verted himself to a shepherd, loving and 
caring for all the human sheep who need 
him.

“I am the good shepherd. A good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep... 
I am the good shepherd, and I know mine 
and mine know me, just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father, and I will 

lay down my life for the sheep” (Jn. 10:11, 
14-15). This is even followed by the uni-
versality of Jesus’ love and sacrifice for all 
mankind. “I have other sheep that do not 
belong to this fold. These also I must lead, 
and they will hear my voice, and there will 
be one flock, and one shepherd” (v.16).

Allow me to just single out two who 
followed the call of Christ, the Good Shep-
herd. From sheep to shepherds. I am in-
spired to focus on our two, newly-canon-
ized saints: St. Pope John XXIII and St. 
Pope John Paul II.

St. Pope John XXIII. He was the son 
of ordinary peasants and grew up with a 
simple lifestyle. Little did he know that one 
day, he would be the patriarch of Venice. 
And much less did he foresee that he would 
become Pope of the Catholic Church. And 
soon after the start of his papacy, he was 
inspired by the Holy Spirit to convene the 
Second Vatican Council! This was a major 
breakthrough, for it opened the windows 

of the Catholic Church to the rest of the 
world. His major concerns were Christian 
unity, peace, and a church of the poor. At 
that time, conservative bishops were pres-
suring to officially pronounce the condem-
nation of what they stated were modern 
errors. But Pope John XXIII stated: “Nowa-
days, however, the Spouse of Christ pre-
fers to make use of the medicine of mercy 
rather than that of severity.” He also initi-
ated the celebration of the Holy Mass in 
local languages and strengthened the role 
of the laity in the daily life of the Church.

Most of all, the documents of the Sec-
ond Vatican Council are really historically 
significant, even though St. Pope John 
XXIII passed away before their publication. 
They covered so many significant issues, 
but due to lack of space, let me just focus 
on one, which many Catholics of today 
may not have read yet. It is about religious 
freedom, which is so relevant, especially 
today.

“On his part, man perceives and ac-
knowledges the imperatives of the divine 
law through the mediation of conscience. 
In all his activity a man is bound to follow 
his conscience faithfully, in order that he 
may come to God, for whom he was cre-
ated. It follows that he is not to be forced 
to act in a manner contrary to his con-
science. Nor, on the other hand, is he to 
be restrained from acting in accordance 
with his conscience, especially in matters 
religious” (From Religious Freedom, #3). 
There you are. St. Pope John XXIII, from 
sheep to good shepherd.

St. Pope John Paul II. Like Jesus, 
John Paul II was born to a poor family. As 
a young man, he used to wear wooden 
clogs and worked in a chemicals plant un-
der Nazi occupiers, and ordained to the 
priesthood in 1946. In 1978, at the age of 
58, he was elected Pope, the first who was 
non-Italian, and the youngest in 150 years. 
His apostolic zeal was such that he was 
able to visit more than a hundred countries 
during his papacy.

He was very ecumenical and interfaith 
in the practice of his leadership. In 1981, 
he invited leaders of different religions to 
an interfaith prayer meeting for peace in 
Assisi. Jewish, Muslim, Protestant, Ortho-
dox, Buddhist, and Sikh religious leaders 
came, including African animists and Jap-

anese Shintoists. They celebrated their 
unity in diversity.

One Apostolic Exhortation of St. Pope 
John Paul II that I want to single out here 
is Familiaris Consortio, on the Role of the 
Christian Family in the Modern World. He 
emphasized the equal dignity of man and 
woman. “In creating the human race ‘male 
and female,’ God gives man and woman 
an equal personal dignity, endowing them 
with the inalienable rights and responsi-
bilities proper to the human person” (#22). 
Moreover, he insists on the social and po-
litical role of the family in society.

“The social role of families is called 
upon to find expression also in the form 
of political intervention: families should be 
the first to take steps to see that the laws 
and institutions of the State not only do not 
offend but support and positively defend 
the rights and duties of the family” (#44).

This active and dedicated Pope was 
later shot by a Turkish gunman, but in 
God’s providence he survived. Not only 
that. The Pope later visited the assassin in 
prison to forgive him. The Good Shepherd 
no less!

You and I are likewise called by the 
Lord to be good shepherds, according to 
each one’s uniqueness as a person, being 
loved by God unconditionally, and called in 
return to be a lover of anyone and every-
one. Christ the Good Shepherd is no less 
than our role model and constant compan-
ion. Amen.
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Editorial

Joy Uy-Tioco
Sirach BCGG

Four popes
and families

On Sunday, April 27, 2014, Pope Francis 
presided over a ceremony in Rome 
to declare Pope John Paul II and 
Pope John XXIII saints. The rite in St. 

Peter’s Square canonizing two of the Catholic 
Church’s most popular popes, was attended by 
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, who resigned last 
year, was the first time in the church’s 2,000-
year history that two popes would honor the 
memory of two previous ones. Pope Francis 
chose to hold a single ceremony to canonize the 
two, bringing together two popes who are closely 
associated with the Second Vatican Council 
of 1962-1965, which led to significant reforms 
in the church. Pope John XXIII, who reigned 
from 1958 to 1963, launched Vatican II, as it is 
commonly known, while John Paul II’s nearly 
27-year papacy, which lasted from 1978 until 
his death in 2005, oversaw the implementation 
of large parts of the reforms. Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI was present at the canonization, 
making this the first time in 2,000 years that four 
Popes were “gathered” for such an occasion.

Magis Deo is one of the beneficiaries of those 
changes and reforms that were intended to 
make the Church more effective in today’s world. 
To become families for others, living a lifestyle 
as Stewards of God’s creation and his desires 
for that creation, committed to a lifestyle of 
service, simplicity, sharing, and More.

First and foremost we take responsibility for 
doing our share to continue the Work that Jesus 
began and died for two thousand years ago; to 
make the kingdom of God real NOW, today, in 
this world, not in the next. We choose to take 
on God’s Project, in total compliance with what 
and how God wills it, with Jesus, the Son as our 
model and example. Vatican II and succeeding 
Church documents express this as the “Role 
of the Laity” – equal, in full partnership and 
responsibility and dignity as that of religious and 
clergy.

The second significant area of concern Vatican II 
addressed was that charity is not a substitute for 
justice. We cannot have one without the other. 
Our modern society has evolved in such a way 
that certain economic structures now exist that 
make it impossible for the poor and uneducated 
and without connections to come even close to 
everything God ever intended them to be. That it 
is very good and needed to design and bring the 
Suyuan to the poor, to create efficient disaster-
response networks, but what about the causes 
of that poverty or disaster?

Continued on page 18
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CounCil CornEr

Ricky & Trixie Sun
Council / Archangel Gabriel BCGG

Companions

The word “companion” comes from 
the Latin words “cum” and “panis” which mean “with” and 
“bread”, respectively. When the root words are combined 
and taken literally, they do not make sense. But when 
taken figuratively, “cum panis” may pertain to something 
as simple as sharing meals with the people we love, or to 
something as selfless as sharing our lives just as Jesus, 
the Bread of Life, offered His life to us.

St. Ignatius took his spiritual journey with Francis 
Xavier, Peter Faber, Alfonso Salmeron, Diego Lainez, 
Nicolas Bobadilla and Simao Rodrigues. They were 
companions and together they grew and performed in-
numerable deeds and received immeasurable blessings 
in the name of our Lord.

Inspired by this, the Formation Ministry conceptual-
ized and developed the implementation guidelines for 
the “Companionship Program.” These were presented by 
the Ministry Heads (Ted and Susan Concepcion) and the 
program heads (Ricky and Gi Valencia) to the Pastoral 
Council last May. Seeing the benefits of the program to 
our members, the Pastoral Council approved the launch-
ing of the program this June. Cascading the guidelines 
to all members and completing the necessary requisites 
for the program will allow its full implementation around 
October. This program will not replace or diminish the 
role of the BCGG shepherd since the roles of the com-
panions are designed to complement those of the shep-
herds as formators.

As one community, we all journey as companions. 
This program allows everybody to choose his or her 
‘special’ companion – someone he or she looks up to, 
and trusts enough to share his or her joys and sorrows, 
hopes and fears with. This is not a simple mentor-mentee 
program. As companions, the members will journey in life 
together. A member may have more than one companion 
depending on his or her needs. One’s companions may 
even change when a member finds himself or herself in 
new situations and feels that another person can help 
him or her go through that particular challenge. We hope 
that the elder members will be able to guide and inspire 
the younger ones in this journey.

The Formation and Praxis Ministries will be giving the 
details to the rest of the members of Magis Deo with the 
hope that we will all reap the benefits envisioned in this pro-
gram.

We also like to remind everyone of our activities for the 
coming months. We will have the Youth Sports Fest on June 
12, venue to be announced. There will be a Prayer Orienta-
tion Workshop on July 12 and a Spiritual Deepening Retreat 
from September 5 to 7. Both activities will be conducted by 
our Spiritual Director, Fr. James Gascon. Let us not forget 
our monthly Community Celebrations that we enjoin every-
one to participate in.

We are further asking everyone to help in the recruit-
ment efforts for our coming ME Weekends. The closest one 
will be on the 20th to the 22nd of June. Vince Yamat of ME 
114 has created a website to facilitate the recruitment pro-
cess. The website contains a brief description of what a Mar-
riage Encounter is, testimonials, and even the registration 
form. We request everyone to check the website at www.
magisdeo-meweekend.com and spread the news to every-
one by sending a link through e-mail, Facebook, LinkedIn 
and other social media.

By now many if not most of our BCGGs would have 
been visited by a member of the Pastoral Council. The wel-
come we have received is most heart-warming. We would 
like to thank all of you, our brothers and sisters in Christ. You 
have made our mission as your servant leaders a blessing.
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“Companions” is a Magis Deo For-
mation Ministry program that aims to train 
the heart of every Magis Deo BCGG mem-
ber. That is correct. No one is exempted 
or excused. Why should we give this pro-
gram a chance?

Can the blind lead the blind? How 
can a throng of struggling, fumbling, and 
stumbling individuals know the way? I am 
told that at the head of this procession is a 
man who already reached the destination. 
I choose to follow His way, truth, and light. 
His name is Jesus.

What is the price of being a follower 
of Jesus? Every day I find myself being 
formed in the image and likeness of our 
Lord. It’s never easy. My heart feels down 
and tired at times, or feels as if I’m not 
worthy to be His follower, or feels as if I’m 
abandoned but I am never really alone. I 

find myself in the company of people who 
struggle, fumble, and stumble as we travel 
the same road to God. We are accidental 
companions.

How I treat the pilgrim by my side is 
my choice. When I joined Magis Deo, I 
chose to be a companion to everyone in 
the community. I will talk with them as we 
walk together. I will help them when they 
struggle. I will be a friend to them. I trust, 
in time, they will see me as their friend. We 
are all “Companions.” In a gist, that is the 
spirit of “Companions.”

I’m a disciple of Jesus Christ. I assume 
you are too. Sometime in the near future, 
I know I‘ll be asked to help Him with His 
work. Will I be prepared for what I will be 
called upon to do? That time has come, not 
only for me but for all of us. As of this mo-
ment, we are all Shepherds-in-Training.

I was shocked like most of you. How 
could this be done? After much prayer, I 
realized that being a Shepherd is like be-
ing a good Companion. With Jesus as our 
guide, we can help each other become 
better “Companions.” Better Companions 
make better Shepherds.

How is this supposed to work? If Je-
sus were my Companion, how would He 
be towards me? How can I become like 
the Good Shepherd?

Here are twelve principles that are 
helpful in my training:

Everyone 1. (all BCGG members) 
is a Shepherd-in-Training. I 
struggle like everyone else, from 
the most seasoned of shepherds 
to the most apathetic member. 
We’re in the same boat. “Walang 
iwanan!”
Shepherds care for people, 2. 
not programs. If the programs 
are not working for the people, 
change the program and not the 
people.
Shepherds are trained to love.3.  
Love one another as God loves. 
Check out 1 Corinthians 13:4-
13.
Shepherds lead people to God.4.  
St. Ignatius said, “Human beings 
are created to praise, reverence, 
and serve God our Lord, and 
by doing so, save their souls.” 
My interaction with another soul 
should lead that soul closer to 
God.
Shepherds respect unique-5. 
ness. Respect individual 
strengths, weaknesses, taste, 
and color. I won’t belittle the 
weaknesses of others. Instead, 
I will use my strengths to help 
them.

COMPANIONS
A formation program

Ricky Valencia
Formation Ministry, Easter BCGG

Continued on page 7
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Shepherds respect life jour-6. 
neys. I won’t envy those who are 
better than I am. I won’t demean 
the misfortunes of others. I would 
help people who want know God 
better and respect those who 
choose otherwise.
Shepherds respect free will.7.  
I will stay informed and pray in-
cessantly. I will guide others to 
choose wisely. I will respect their 
opinions whether they agree with 
me or not.
Shepherds respect authority.8.  I 
am free to disagree with the de-
cisions of authorities, but unless 
those decisions are changed, I 
will respect the authorities and 
obey their decisions.
Shepherds are conduits of 9. 
grace. I am willing to help people 
who ask for help. God has given 
me the grace to be able to assist 
them, be it in prayer or works.
Shepherds need grace.10.  I will al-
ways need help. I will always ask 
help from my Companions and 
my God. 
Shepherds are grateful.11.  No one 
can do anything alone. I will al-
ways be thankful to God and to 
everyone who helps me.
Shepherds are not perfect.12.  This 
is not an excuse for my frequent 
mistakes. I recognize my fallen 
state. I humbly accept forgive-
ness and help. I in turn forgive, 
help, and not judge the proud.

Number 12 gives me comfort. When I 
fail, I know I will find encouragement and 
support from my Companions. When I fail, 
I know God still loves me.

I would like to share with you three 
questions:

1. When I am Shepherd in a year or 
so, how would I like to serve?

I can choose to be a BCGG 
Shepherd or an alternate or may-
be an ME Shepherd. I can join 
one of the Ministries or sing with 
the Choir. I’m free to serve as I 
am called.

If I don’t like my calling, can 
anyone force me? No. Jesus 
would just be hollering from the 
distance “The harvest is great but 
the laborers are few!” “You out 
there… Come follow me!” “Be my 
Companion.” The choice is mine.

2. If I am to be a Shepherd, what 
do I need so I can become 
one?

I’m not ready to be a Shep-
herd. The bad news is I’m prob-
ably right. The good news is I can 
do something about it. I will know 
what I need, and I will ASK FOR 
IT!

My co-BCGG members might 
be able to help. My BCGG Shep-
herds are Shepherds; surely they 
can help. My BCGGmates are my 
friends and my closest Compan-
ions. I will ASK THEIR HELP!

If they ask for my help and if 
I can offer them something, I will 
help them too. I guess it’s more 
fun this way. I can just be with 
them and we will grow together.

3. If I am to be a Shepherd, who 
can best train me?

Who do I want as my mentor? 
I can choose anyone I respect 
and trust who can teach me the 
ways of Shepherding. If someone 
from Magis Deo can do the part, I 
should ask the Companions Com-
mittee of the Formations Ministry 
for their help. I’m sure they’ll be 
pleased to comply.

I might need some other spe-
cial companions. There are those 
who are trained to do Counseling 
for those nagging personal issues 
that just won’t leave me alone. 
There are those who are trained 
as Prayer Guides who can help 
me through the long semi-con-
scious moments of prayer or help 
me through moments when I have 
to discern God’s unfathomable 
will. Just ask for one through the 
Formation Ministry – Companions 
Committee.

I know most of my Compan-
ions will be my friends. Surely I 
can have more than one Com-
panion.

This is all so new. I’ll ask my BCGG 
shepherd more about this.

Should you have questions or comments 
regarding the “Companions” program, the For-
mations Ministry – Companions Committee 
(mdcompanion@yahoo.com) will be happy to 
hear from you. Mechanics and guidelines will be 
furnished through the Praxis Ministry. Until then, 
take care of each other and try practicing the 12 
Principles.

COMPANIONS
Continued from page 6

Noble deeds that are concealed are most esteemed.

      Blaise Pascal 

When I stand before God at the end of my life, I would hope that I would not 
have a single bit of talent left, and could say, “I used everything you gave me.”

      Erma Bombeck
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Last May 24, 2014, we the Magis Deo Youth 
had our first Scriptwriting Workshop at the Magis 
Deo Office at the Ateneo campus. The workshop 
was conducted by Mr. Orly S. Agawin, founder and 
executive director of OSA Training and Education. 
With nine enthusiastic participants, namely Angie 
Bumanglag, Daniela Castillo, Sonya Castillo, Eri-
ka Cruz, Mika Cruz, Milo Parada, Daniel Puthen-
purekal, Gabz Puthenpurekal and Patricia Vargas, 
with supportive parents, two attentive organizers 
Henry and Gay Cruz, and more supportive Titos 
(Claro Santos and Leony Parada) and Tita Linda 
Santos, the workshop went smoothly and enjoy-
ably. The participants, even the Titos and Titas, 
learned the basics of scriptwriting, screenplay, 
character development and analysis, and plot de-
velopment. Exercising their creative writing skills 
and learning much from the workshop, here are 
what the participants have to say:

Heeey guys. This has 
been one of my best times this 
summer. It has developed my 
skills in scriptwriting. I learned 
a lot from it. I had a splendid 
time and the best part of it all is 
the group work where we had 
to act our assigned scenario. 

Most of all I would like to give credit to Sir Orly 
for lecturing us about scriptwriting. He has enlight-
ened us in attaining our learning about scriptwrit-
ing. He’s truly an excellent teacher and fun to be 
with. – Daniel Puthenpurekal

Magis Deo 
Scriptwriting 

Workshop 2014
Erika April Cruz

Magis Deo Youth

I enjoyed this workshop very much! I 
was excited for this since I am a creative 
writer. Here, we learned the basics of 
scriptwriting and screenplay, and sharp-
ened our writing and story-telling skills. We 
made our own characters and plots, and 
marveled at each one’s work. We watched 
good clips of some movies and knew how 
to determine a good movie from a drag-

ging one. It has really been enjoyable, interactive, education-
al, and meaningful. The Magis Deo Youth should continue to 
have workshops like this and I hope we can have season 2 of 
this scriptwriting workshop next year! Kudos to our new ama-
teur scriptwriters and thanks to our teacher, Sir Orly Agawin 
and our ever supportive parents, Titos and Titas, namely Papi 
Henry & Mama Gaye Cruz, Tito Claro & Tita Linda Santos, 
Tito Leony Parada, Tita Yella Castillo, and Tito Paul Puthen-
purekal! – Erika April Cruz
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I really had 
fun with the 
s c r i p t w r i t i n g 
workshop! Not 
only has it helped 
me improve my 
skills in creat-
ing storylines, it 
also helped me 

determine a good screenplay from a 
dragging one. I also appreciate this 
workshop as I believe it can help me 
with my Film Scoring subject in my 
course, Music Production. – Mika 
Isabella Cruz

This work-
shop helped 
me further un-
derstand how 
a screenplay 
acts as a show’s 
foundation. It 
also aided me in 

channeling my abstract ideas into 
the concrete form of writing.

What moved me the most was 
the “9-minute rule,” wherein a show 
would only be given such amount of 
time to present the story’s problem 
to entice the viewers or audience. 
Now, it is something I observe when 
watching a film, and it contributes to 
my opinion regarding a story – be-
ing easy to follow or “draggy.” More-
over, I learned that a story must 
revolve around its characters and 
not the other way around. Hence, a 
scriptwriter must wholly develop his 
characters in various aspects, even 
though not all of these would be 
manifested during the show’s screen 
time. – Patricia Vargas

The script-
writing workshop 
introduced me 
to a new style 
of writing and 
showed me how 
to better make 
good stories and 

interesting characters. Sir Orly is tru-
ly talented and a great teacher.

Feedback??? Um, I want more 
sessions with sir! – Daniela Castillo
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The Ten Principles in the 
Social Teaching of the Catholic Church

The Principle of Dignity of the Human PersonI. 

Every human being is created in the image of God and redeemed by Jesus Christ, and 
therefore invaluable and worthy of respect as a member of the human family.

The Principle of Respect for the Human LifeII. 

Every person from the moment of conception to natural death, has inherent dignity and a right 
to life consistent with that dignity.

The Principle of AssociationIII. 

Our tradition proclaims that the person is not only sacred but also social. How we organize 
our society in economics and politics, in law and policy, directly affects human dignity and the 
capacity of individuals to grow in community.

The Principle of ParticipationIV. 

We believe people have a right and duty to participate in society seeking together the common 
good and well-being of all, especially the poor and the vulnerable.

The Principle of Preferential Protection for the Poor and VulnerableV. 

We believe that we touch Christ when we touch the needy. From the earliest days, the Church 
has taught that we will be judged by what we choose to do and not to do in regard to the 
hungry, the thirsty, the sick, the homeless, [and] the prisoner. Today the Church expresses 
this teaching in terms of the preferential option for the poor.

The Principle of Dignity of SolidarityVI. 

Catholic social teaching proclaims that we are our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers, whenever 
they live. We are one human family… learning to practice the virtue of solidarity means 
learning that “loving our neighbors” has global dimensions in an interdependent world.

The Principle of StewardshipVII. 

The Catholic tradition insists that we show respect for the Creator by our stewardship of the 
creation.

The Principle of SubsidiarityVIII. 

The principle of subsidiarity puts a proper limit on government by insisting that no higher level 
of organization should perform any function that can be handled efficiently and effectively at 
a lower level of organization by persons or groups that are closer to the problems and closer 
to the ground.

The Principle of Dignity of the Human EqualityIX. 

Equality of all persons comes from that essential dignity… while differences in talents are part 
of God’s plans, social and cultural discrimination in fundamental rights… are not compatible 
with God’s design.

The Principle of Common GoodX. 

The common good is understood as the social conditions that allow people to reach their full 
potential and realize their human dignity.
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Fred de Guzman
Beatitudes BCGG

Beatitudes BCGG celebrated Easter Sunday, April 20, 2014, by holding 
a Suyuan for Habitat for Humanity Philippines in Tanza, Navotas. Mon and 
Alice Go, Beatitudes shepherds, facilitated the Suyuan, with Ferdie Cruz, 
Val Bisquera, and Fred and Cora de Guzman as auxies. 

The Habitat project is located two hundred meters from the Navotas 
fishpens. We reached the place at 9 A.M. with Mon Go navigating the nar-
row Malabon roads using his cellphone’s Google map as a guide.

We were told there would be 25 couples; seventeen couples finally 
joined. All the attending couples, with one couple carrying their baby, showed 
excitement and whole-heartedly participated in the activities.

The suyuan was held at Habitat’s Multi-purpose Center, through the 
coordination of Ms. Sharon Magat, Habitat’s Manager for Community De-
velopment.

Suyuan at Navotas
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North Sector

Archangel Gabriel
Shepherd: Uriel & Yella Castillo
Alternate: Ricky & Trixie Sun
Marcia Balderas
Ted & Susan Concepcion
Doy & Becky Dizon
Jun & Cora Ona

Exodus
Shepherd: Lito & Jet Quimel
Alternate: Boy & Kit Dela Peña
Atoy & Malou Apo
Peping & Celia Echivaria
Boy Lubguban
Danny & Vicky Mendoza
Mely Peralta

Magnificat
Shepherd: Mon & Glo Umali
Alternate: Jhun & Ellen Coronel
Chito & Vicky Babaran
Gary & Marivic Canoso
Celso & Siony Martinez
Nilo & Lou Sta. Maria

Mustard Seed 
Shepherd: Philip & Malu Panlilio
Alternate: Jojo & Jane Aldeguer
Terry & Virgie Abella
Ricky & Shari Consulta
Vic & Bebot Hurna
Joe & Myr Serranilla

Prodigal 102
Shepherd: Cesar & Marivic Pareja
Alternate: Raul & Grace Cadayona
Jojo & Rhea Gaddi
Nan & Ai Palete
Papoo & Alex Reyes
Mike & Nessa Santos

Song of Ruth
Shepherd: Danny & Lille Collado
Alternate: Rufo & Louren Dacanay
Chito & Leny Alnajes
Pete & Shella Ampongan
Levy & Del Domingo
Eric & Stephanie Martinez
Randy & Cecil Rivera
Ronnie & Malou Tabuzo

Central Sector

Corinthians
Shepherd: Apin & Chie Llamas
Alternate: Leo & Marilyn Soliman
Regie & Daisy De Guzman
Arnel & Bernie Isip
Beng Pascual
Carlos & Ruby Pizarro
Jun & Mila Sison
Belle Tiongson
Ciel & Manette Yap

Easter
Shepherd: Tony & Bambi Narciso
Alternate: Ricky & Gi Valencia
Bert & Remy Castro
Rico & Terry Lim
Dennis & Peaches Plaza
Paul & Nette Puthenpurekal
Art & Neds Vargas
Butch & Joey Vargas

Psalm 46-Samaritans
Shepherd: Cesar & Delsa Sangalang
Alternate: Tony & Benny Vistan
Henry & Gay Cruz
Rey & Nitz Eslava
Lito & Anne Naldo
Leony & Mia Parada
Ramie & Mimi Santos
Phil & Agnes Tumaneng

Sirach
Shepherd: Fred & Cora Buenaventura
Alternate: Jun & Vivian Ahyong
Harry & Helen Chua
Danny & Charito Dimayuga
Ferdie Joson
Djarn Pestaño
Emma Punzalan
Joy Uy-Tioco
Nina Yuson

Thessalonians
Shepherd: Jon & Kleng Cobico
Alternate: Chacho & Marlyn Angeles
Precy Cruz
Art & Grace Santos
Seiko & Bambi Yaneza

South Sector

Good Shepherd
Shepherd: Benz & Vina Dimanalata
Alternate: Ali & Wheng Reyes
Jaear & Larnz Briones
Manny & Leslie Gatchalian
Ariel & Maan Masungsong
Kit & Nancy Palmario

James, Brother of John
Shepherd: Lito Gonzales
Alternate: Tony & Aida Del Rosario
Boy & Merl Cruz
Boy & Jovy De Leon
Elmer & Meg Fajardo
John & Malou Ronquillo
Jonnie & Arlyn Tabilog

Jeremiah-Philippians
Shepherd: Rudy & Lyn Ebardo
Alternate: Clyde & Pachot Abapo
Alex & Malou Caramat
Zar & Luz Gascon
Fely Redual
Frank Reyes
Dodjie & Sheila Rosario

John
Shepherd: Noel & Yayette Ventigan
Alternate: Mark & Karen Madrid
Anne Alfonso
Anchit & Sally Chua Chiaco
Ray & Ging De Guzman
Lilit Tumbocon

Mt. Olivet
Shepherd: Domeng & Zarah Gagatiga
Alternate: Ed & Sol Macalalad
Jojo & Mina De Castro
Gene & Leony Escosia
Jang Estrada
Etoy & Anna Pili

Commissioning of BCGG Shepherds
Thank you, dear shepherds, for your time, participation in and attendance of the Shepherding Orientation. Bless you for doing 

more for God, for your BCGGs, for the Magis Deo community, and the communities and brethren we touch and journey with. 
The shepherds of the following BCGGs will be commissioned during the 07 June 2014 Community Celebration. Starting next year, 

the commissioning of Shepherds will be during the February Community Celebration, following the January orientation and workshop 
for shepherds.

The shepherds of Agnus Dei , 
Beatitudes, Cana, Ephesians, 
Genesis of David, Tala and 
Transfiguration are scheduled for 
commissioning at the 05 July 2014 
community celebration. The BCGG 
shepherds and members list will be 
in the July Magis Newsletter.
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This dream is now a reality thanks to the efforts and 
talents of Vince and Felice Yamat of ME Class 114, 
supported by their shepherds Ricky and Trixie Sun.
Though still in its beta version, the site includes:

Homepage • 
Frequently Asked Questions • 
Testimonials• 
MEW Registration Form• 
Introduction to Magis Deo• 
On-line Map to the MEW Venue via Google Map• 

The site is envisioned to achieve the following objectives:
Announce schedules of the year’s MEW so • 
interested participants can choose and arrange their 
schedules
Briefly answer frequently asked questions• 
Inspire visitors with testimonials• 
Make registration easy with choice of on-line • 
registration or downloadable registration form
Ease of information transfer with the use of • 
database
Reduce the possibility of errors by omitting manual • 
inputs
Briefly introduce the Magis Deo Community• 
Assist candidates in locating the MEW venue• 
Widen the base of recruits by creating links through • 
social networks such as Facebook and Twitter

In this digital age of computers, tablets, smart phones and 
social networks, we invite the community to check out 
this site. Moreover, we encourage members to utilize the 
site in recruitment efforts.

So let’s get it on… on-line! 

www.magisdeo-meweekend.com

In line with its efforts to recruit 
participants for ME Weekends, it has 
always been the ME Ministry’s dream 
to provide information to prospective 
MEW participants, instantly, on demand, 
wherever they are.

Jojo Aldeguer
ME Ministry, Mustard Seed BCGG

Other things had changed, too. There were new ways of thinking about the 
world, ways that had nothing to do with religion or the Bible. Many people had 
come to believe that the advances of science made faith in God unnecessary. 
John saw much good in new scientific discoveries, but he also knew that without 
God we are lost. He wanted to help people who had faith learn how to talk to 
people who did not have faith in ways they could understand and in ways that 
would help everyone see the truth of God’s love. He wanted to open the church 
up to the world so that the church could spread the good news of Jesus’ love in 
a way that made sense to people of the new century. It wasn’t the Middle Ages 
anymore. John wanted the whole world to be able to hear the Good News in 
twentieth-century words.

John XXIII had a vision and hope. He made a decision based on that hope 
and based on the virtue of prudence, a virtue that he spoke of a great deal. He 
believed that Jesus’ love was for everybody in the world. He wanted the church 
to be a strong voice proclaiming that love in modern times to modern people. He 
looked to the past, present, and future in making his decision to lead the church 
in that direction.

(St.) Pope John... continued from page 15
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Suyuan Schedule
Date For Location Facilitators Auxiliaries Sector Outreach 

Rep 

June 8 Habitat Sitio Dayap, 
Calauan, Laguna 

Vina & Benz 
Dimanalata Good Shepherd South Caloy Ang 

July 13 Habitat Sitio Dayap, 
Calauan, Laguna 

Joey & Maricel 
Suarez (to be 

confirmed) 
Tala South Caloy Ang 

(tentative) 

July {to be 
confirmed) 

c/o Assumption 
Sr. Bernadette Malibay, Pasay To be 

confirmed 
To be 

confirmed 
To be 

assigned 
To be 

assigned 
July 20 or 

27 Pathways Ateneo de 
Manila University 

To be 
confirmed 

Prodigal 102 
(confirmed) North Jojo & Rhea 

Gaddi 

July (to be 
confirmed) 

San Miguel 
Parish 

San Miguel, 
Manila 

To be 
confirmed Thessalonians Central 

Chacho & 
Marlyn 

Angeles 

August 10 Habitat 
Nagpayong, Bgy. 

Pinagbuhatan, 
Pasig 

To be 
confirmed 

Transfiguration 
(for 

confirmation) 
South To be 

assigned 

September 
14 Habitat 

Nagpayong, Bgy. 
Pinagbuhatan, 

Pasig 

To be 
confirmed 

Sirach 
(confirmed) Central To be 

assigned 

October 12 Habitat 
Caliwag, Bgy. 
Pinagbuhatan, 

Pasig 

Randy & Cecil 
Rivera (for 

confirmation) 

Song of Ruth 
(for 

confirmation) 
North Jojo & Rhea 

Gaddi 

November 
9 Habitat 

Caliwag, Bgy. 
Pinagbuhatan, 

Pasig 

To be 
confirmed 

Easter (to be 
confirmed) Central To be 

assigned 

November 
23 Habitat 

Karisma Ville, 
Panghulo, 
Malabon 

To be 
confirmed 

Exodus, Psalm 
46-Samaritans 

(to be 
confirmed) 

Central To be 
assigned 

 

The Community Services Ministry has scheduled 
a spiritual pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady 
of the Rosary of Manaoag in Pangasinan on Oc-

tober 11, 2014. This maiden activity aims to deepen our 
devotion to Mother Mary and to better understand the mys-
ticism behind Our Lady’s many attributed miracles.

The tour package for the pilgrimage includes a tourist 
bus for transpo, 2 snacks, lunch, and a tarpaulin. A tour 
guide will be with the party; arrangements are being made 
for a priest-guide from the shrine

This pilgrimage is open to all members but shall be lim-
ited to 40 persons. Package fee is P1,000 per head. Those 
interested may pencil in with Special Events coordinator 
Leo Soliman (Mobile 0927-2782383 / Landline 565-0052). 
Bookings shall close once we reach 40 confirmed partici-
pants. Other pertinent details shall be announced later.

Listen to your hearts and hear Our Lady of Manaoag 
calling.

Road to Manaoag
Leo Soliman

Corinthians BCGG
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The twentieth century 
was a time that needed good leaders who 
could look at the past, present, and future 
and make good, prudent decisions. Even 
the church needed leaders like that. Just 
when we needed it most, God gave us a 
gift: Pope John XXIII, who was pope for 
only a short time (1959 to 1963) but who 
had an amazing impact on the church and 
the entire world.

Angelo Roncalli was born in 1881 in 
the northern part of Italy. His family farmed 
for a living, and Angelo was the oldest 
boy of twelve brothers and sisters. When 
he was a teenager, Angelo decided he 
wanted to be a priest. He studied in the 
seminary, where he was most interested 
in the history of the church. After he was 
ordained, Angelo expected nothing more 
out of the rest of his life than that of a nor-
mal parish priest in the part of Italy where 
he’d grown up. It was what he knew and 
what he thought God was calling him to. 
But very soon it became clear that God 
had other plans for Angelo.

Fr. Angelo held many jobs, some 
exciting, some difficult. He was a secre-
tary to a bishop for 10 years. He served 
as a medical worker in battlefields during 
World War I, and he never forgot the suf-
fering he witnessed there. He represented 
the church in countries like Bulgaria and 
Turkey, countries where there were hardly 

any Catholics, and it was really important 
to understand and get along with people of 
different religions.

Finally, when he was 71 years old, Fr. 
Angelo Roncalli came home. He was ap-
pointed the leader of the church in the city 
of Venice, Italy. Fr. Angelo—now archbish-
op—had come home and, for all he knew, 
would spend the rest of his life simply tend-
ing to the needs of the people of Venice. 
But once again, God had something else 
in mind. In 1958, Pope Pius XII died and 
the cardinals of the church gathered to 
elect a replacement. Much to everyone’s 
surprise, they elected Angelo Roncalli of 
Venice. He was seventy-six years old.

Now, you would think that a seventy-
six-year-old man would know his place. 
You’d think he would settle into the Vati-
can, sit comfortably in his chair, and just 
hold the fort until God called him home 
and a younger, more energetic man could 
get things going. Not quite. Angelo—now 
Pope John XXIII—had plenty of energy 
and plenty of ideas. The time for action 
was now. The Spirit was calling, and Pope 
John XXIII, thinking of the past, present, 
and future, was going to answer.

John XXIII knew that times had 
changed, and it was time for popes to 
stop acting like royalty, which they had 
been doing for too many years. John was 
supposed to wear a big, jeweled tiara on 

(St.) Pope John XXIII
from Loyola Kids Books of Heroes 
© 2003 Amy Welborn

his head. He wore it twice. When he went 
from place to place, he was supposed to 
sit in a special chair that would be hoisted 
up onto the shoulders of men who would 
then carry him. Even though he was a 
large man and being carried would have 
been easier than walking, he preferred to 
walk. Reporters had to interview the previ-
ous pope while on their knees in front of 
him. John stopped that right away. He was 
the bishop of Rome, so he acted like it, go-
ing into the city and mingling with people. 
The very first Christmas he was pope, he 
visited two children’s hospitals in Rome, 
spending time with sick children, some-
thing that people could remember no other 
pope doing before.

John knew that the Spirit had called 
him to serve the people of God, not to act 
like a prince among them. But that wasn’t 
the only thing he knew had to change. 
When John XXIII was elected pope, the 
world was a very different place than it had 
been even 200 years before. In the past, 
the church had a lot of power in the world. 
That wasn’t the case anymore. Nations 
had much more power than the church 
and were sometimes using that power to 
hurt people. John believed that the church 
needed to speak with a stronger voice so 
that it could protect all people from war, 
violence, and poverty.

Continued on page 13
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During high school and junior 
college, I lived in a seminary 

where mornings are cool especially 
during the ‘ber months. The air is 
crisp, the sky is clear and we can 
see the stars at night.

LIGHTS ON!
We would wake up at 5:00 in 
the morning, dress up and go to 
church for morning prayers and 
mass. We would walk the dark 
corridors with eyes half open, and 
like zombies enter our brightly lit 
chapel to be blessed. After mass, 
we were off to the refectory for 
breakfast. We used to get coffee 
or tea from great pots or kettles 
which only two or three boys could 
handle properly.

Oh what a cold, cold morning!
Yet I’m warm as a despot,
With my friends around huddling
The common warmth, the teapot.

After breakfast, we had some free 
time to do personal things before 
plunging into our schoolwork. 
During this period, I would spend 
a little time going around the 
gardens that the priests planted 
all around the building. There 
were sunflowers, poinsettias, 
bougainvilleas, roses and other 
flowers. There were aratiles trees 
in the garden areas, and bananas 
in an orchard area.

Upon a red petal, a drop of 
dew,

Unshaken, the breeze of the 
morn it blew,

But continued to cling to the 
blossoming hue,

And mirrored a softness so 
frail it knew.

Lights on! Lights out! Chacho Angeles
Thessalonians BCGG

nEwsBits  /  announCEmEntsProsE and PoEtry

From time to time, and depending 
on the season, there were 
explosions of colors… yellows of 
the sunflowers, the red, white and 
yellow bougainvilleas, the red and 
green poinsettias, the red, yellow 
and white roses. It was a magical 
place!

Beauty is not the flower alone
In its swaying bed of green;
But together it is, with stone
And soil and all that is unseen.

But magical as the place may 
seem, there are a lot of things 
happening to its young inhabitants 
every second of the day. We were 
in our teens, and as expected, our 
hormones were running wild. We 
were learning good things, relevant 
and useful things, and character 
building things. But we were also 
learning all the things that we 
should not be learning. And the 
result is mighty confusion.

The sun fiercely stares
Bears caesarean nightmares
To the mind torn by
The self, the lie,
And the cosmos of soot,
The porter of truth.

Sightless suspicion,
Cruel frustration
Beget the heir-sea
Of deadly uncertainty-
Beating the ego
Without let and forgo.

The flower floats by,
Carrying a pie
Of beauty and lust,
Doomed to be rust
At the cosmos’ spear
In the bowels of fear.

And then again, some of us called 
it exuberant fun! Aside from the 
usual “horrid” things like naughty 
magazines, there was some gambling 
(betting our banana desserts) and 
some drinking, smoking and midnight 
snacks! The first four activities were 
strictly prohibited, and the last is 
allowed only in the refectory at 
designated merienda and meal times. 
We are not allowed to keep food in 
the dormitory, classrooms and study 
hall.

We were also experiencing a liberal 
dose of schizophrenia and self-doubt 
when trying to do good, then breaking 
the rules, and having fun in the 
process.

Life is a flower
     Full in all’s eyes; yet petals
         Don’t see what they are!

And we met delightful members of 
the opposite sex from other schools 
through officially sanctioned joint 
school activities, through the teachers 
who teach in our school part time and 
in other schools, and through friends. 
There were lots of letter writing going 
on, and puppy romance proved to be 
very distracting.

Through myself, you and me,
Struggle as I vainly grapple
With this problem to untangle,
Before me, you I see.

In this silence, all I hear,
Wise yet blind, some fingers leafing
Piles of myriad letters floating,
Tightly knit, your voice comes near.

In junior college, while we were still 
interned, we were allowed to have 
extra-curricular activities outside the 

Continued on page 17
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seminary. We were more exposed 
to the outside world, and some of 
us were introduced to community 
development work and to the new 
politics of the time, student activism. 
I was one of those who got hooked, 
looking at it as a form of service to 
the God’s people, the Filipinos.

Open the windows, the breeze 
will tingle,

Backs of your hearings, hair of 
your limbs.

Break down your walls and let 
yourself mingle

With the ground ants and 
those of so dim,

And thrilling you’ll be 
humanity’s spine.

We spent very quiet evenings. We 
studied, and we prayed before going 
to bed. We did a lot of thinking 
with our praying. We thought about 
ourselves, about our lives and about 
our futures. And through the deaths 
of people we knew, we saw and felt 
our mortality.

Long line, long line, where are 
you going?

You’ve passed this point, now 
that,

Then escapes to eternity 
unswerving.

And not a line, is life that 
bends,

Which passed this point, then 
that,

Then ends.

LIGHTS OUT!

Lights on!... continued from page 16

  musiCal notEs

Believing 
sans seeing

Mon Go, Beatitudes BCGG

“You believe me because you see me, 
don’t you? Happy are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe.”

Those are the very words from Jesus himself, that 
we are blessed because although we have not seen Him, 
we believe in Him. And, to believe that Jesus is the Son of 
God is the greatest gift we can receive since this is what 
will give us eternal life. Jesus Christ is the Savior of the 
world and Sacred Scripture tells us that those who refuse 
to believe in Him will be condemned.

That belief is a gift that only God can give. So we must 
treasure this belief, take good care of it and strive to grow 
in it since this is what will make us mature in our spiritual 
life. In times of trials, we should not give up just because 
our prayers are not immediately answered. Instead, we 
should persevere in asking God for an increase in faith. 
And with that faith, we will know that our Loving Father in 
heaven hears our prayers, cures our headaches, provides 
for our financial and relational needs in His own way. With 
that we would be able to do more to accomplish any plan 
that He may have for us.

How blessed are we who have not seen and yet be-
lieve. We should renew our faith in Him and in the love and 
care He has for each of us so He will never have to repeat 
the words He said to His Apostles. ”Why did you doubt, oh 
men of little faith!”

Finally, we praise and thank God for giving us two 
new saints: Saint Pope John Paul II and Saint Pope John 
XXIII. They are true examples of those to whom Jesus 
said, “Blessed are you because though you have not 
seen, you believe.” Let us imitate the wonderful examples 
these saints have shown and ask them to intercede for us 
and the whole world for a renewal of faith.

Amen.
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An unjust social structure is like a mustard seed that grows 
huge with many branches. A tiny seed that has been planted 
and watered and pruned and fertilized not only by corrupt 
and evil people, but also by all of us who do not understand 
the root causes, who feel powerless – hindi naman yan 
aking expertise – but worst of all, by we who are comfortable 
because we are good people who do our share. The birds 
that fly to roost in its branches are birds of prey, and thus the 
poor will be forever with us.

The third area is taking personal responsibility for our growth 
and spiritual formation, recognizing that as married and 
lay, our Christian Vocation is to bring our families and other 
families closer to God. This has been called evangelization, 
witnessing. Discomfort and even discontent with the way 
things are, are good places to begin, curiosity to look 
beyond our expertise, courage to do what must be done 
even when the secular culture is overwhelmingly against us, 
these are virtues we rarely think of as virtues, but these are 
the virtues we as families need, if we are to labor effectively 
in our area of expertise – families and the world we live in.

As families, we are truly connected to these two new Saints 
– Pope Francis tells us he has asked the two new Saints to 
help in the coming Synod of the Family (two years from now, 
2016). Let us be reminded St. Pope John XXIII wanted to 
be known as the Pope of the family, and St. Pope John Paul 
II received all his religion and spirituality through his family, 
especially his father and his grandmother, growing up in 
Poland where religion was outlawed, and it was a crime to 
teach about God.

Pope Francis I and Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI have talked 
often enough of virtues we need to become holy, like the 
Saints. Here are some of them to pray about:

Docility – openness and willingness to be led by the Spirit, 
Who comes to us in prayer and through community;

Courage – we need courage to live in truth and to follow 
Christ and to speak the truth to the rest of the world, 
courage based on reality on what things are really are.

Lastly, reflecting on the image of Jesus’ apparition to 
Thomas the Unbeliever, let us draw courage from the heart 
of Christ through touching his wounds.

Jesus, Jesus I trust in You.
Direct my mind, possess my heart, transform my life.
Jesus, I trust in You, 
Jesus, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy of God so giving and healing
Shower Your grace upon me
With the rays of Your undying love
Forgive my sins, show me Your Mercy.
Jesus, Jesus, I trust in You.
Jesus, Jesus, I trust in You.

Four popes... continued from page 4
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Orientation

May 03, 2014 - San Carlos Lay Force
May 20, 2014 - Magis Deo Office

Thank you, Monchito!
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from her virtue of listening and courage 
to know what is happening, because 
back then women were prohibited from 
listening to the teachings. He also 
quoted Pope Francis, conveying the 
message behind – “buti pa ang stock 
market pag bumagsak ng two points, 
headline sa diyaryo; pero yung mga 
taong namamatay dahil sa gutom, hindi 
pinag-uusapan.”

Fr. Javy showed a documentary on 
typhoon Yolanda victims (a social mission 
of his newscaster friend and a holy 
disturbance to make others aware of the 
victims’ sufferings). He thanked Magis 
Deo for being a partner of Simbahang 
Lingkod ng Bayan in providing relief 
goods and assistance during times of 
disaster. He shared his theory on why 
people were disturbed about what happened in areas hit by 
Yolanda – it is because we ourselves went through challenges, 
sufferings, and tragedies and so we would like to connect to 
people who have been hurt, and we cannot just do nothing. This 
is precisely the social teaching, that we are connected to one 
another, konektado sa ating mga puso.

Our energetic priest-speaker reminded us that this is the 
Year of the Laity and the mission of the laity. He thanked the 
community for the opportunity to give a talk because he is a 
product of the laity, referring to his parents. He said that as an 
old soul, what disturbs him most and what he prays for are the 
homeless families. This is his holy disturbance. At ang kanyang 
imbitasyon sa atin na kahit konti, ma-disturb tayo, sapagkat 
kapag tayo ay na-disturb, dito na manganganak ang Social 
Mission sa puso natin.

He ended his enriching talk with a slide on the ten principles 
of CST (presented on a separate page).

After Fr. Javy’s teaching, there was a small group sharing on 
Holy disturbance: What are you disturbed about, that is pushing 
you to do something, somewhere, to someone…?

The Magis Deo Youth – ComCel Sponsors

It was a very busy 1st Saturday for the Magis Deo Youth 
(MDY) as they spearheaded the community celebration for the 
month of May. Our aim was to serve the community in a youthful, 
fun-filled yet meaningful way this merry month of May.

Many of our Youth came as early as 2 pm, with siblings Gabz 
and Dan Puthenpurekal, and their cousin Angie Bumanlag, who 
came and shared their time and talent, even without their parents 
(Paul & Marnette were out of the country).

The excitement and eagerness were palpable as one group 
of youth volunteers was oriented on the program flow/celebration, 
what to do and what each one’s role was. Another group became 

the “on-the-spot-choir,” practicing the songs for the mass under 
the tutelage of Ethel Araullo (with tambourine in hand) and her 
daughters with angelic voices, Eulah and Eunice (lead guitarist). 
Angeline Concepcion jubilantly played the beat-box, Gabz played 
the guitar passionately.

The celebration kicked-off with the annual Tribute to 
Graduates photo collage presentation prepared by Erika April 
Cruz. The Aldeguer siblings readily participated in the program 
– Joaquin volunteered to be the emcee and ably made a script; 
Janais and Joia introduced the graduates to the audience. Jared 
Mella and Michelle Naldo gave their responses on behalf of the 
graduates, with their messages emphasizing gratitude for the 
support, love and care of their parents.

As a prelude to the celebration of the Holy Eucharist, Tita 
Marilu (and Tito Nilo) Sta. Maria led the quieting down.

The youth served during the Holy Mass with Fr. Javy as priest-
presider, Tito Jojo Aldeguer as Lay Minister and brothers Imman 
and JM Rivera as Altar Servers. It was Edward Macalalad’s first 
time to be a commentator at mass, Pattin Vargas and Jared Mella 
did the 1st and 2nd Readings, respectively. The Responsorial 
Psalm was fervently delivered by Luis Lim; Erika Cruz led the 
Prayers of the Faithful. Fiona Mella and Anika Sun volunteered to 
be the Collectors; Dan Puthenpurekal and Klang Santos brought 
the Chalice and Hosts at the Offertory. 

It was a great opportunity for the Magis Youth to serve the 
community one more time. One BIG T.Y. for a GREAT JOB by the 
MDY. That’s the animo, the MDY spirit! To God be the Glory!

   
   The Cruz Family 
   Henry, Gay, Erika, and Mika Isabella

An invitation...
Continued from page 1

The Magis Deo Youth, sponsors of the May ComCel, with Fr. Xavier Alpasa, SJ.
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Calendar of Activities:  June - August 2014
June Venue Contacts / Sponsors
7 Sat  Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center North Sector, Outreach Ministry
   Multi-Purpose Hall (3rd Floor) Magnificat, Sirach, Good Shepherd
12 Facilitators’ Training Magis Office (tentative) Magis Deo 426-7191
19  Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
20-22  Marriage Encounter Weekend BLD Covenant House Josie Llamas 821-0639
 ME Class 117 – P3,400/couple Dasmariñas, Cavite Ramie & Mimi Santos 853-0363
July
5 Sat  Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Central Sector, Formation Ministry
   Multi-Purpose Hall (3rd Floor) Mustard Seed, Thessalonians, John
12 Prayer Orientation Workshop TBA Magis Deo 426-7191
17  Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
August
2 Sat  Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center South Sector, Finance Committee
   Multi-Purpose Hall (3rd Floor) Transfiguration, Mt. Olivet, Tala,
     Jeremiah-Philippians
15-17 Marriage Encounter Weekend BLD Covenant House Josie Llamas 821-0639
 ME Class 118 – P3,400/couple Dasmariñas, Cavite Ramie & Mimi Santos 853-0363
21  Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191

June Birthday Celebrants
1 Dels Sangalang Psalm 46-Samaritans
2 Marlyn Angeles Thessalonians
2 Deo Baccay ME Class 116
2 Nessa Santos Prodigal 102
3 Chito Babaran Magnificat
3 Cora Buenaventura Sirach
4 Cora De Guzman Beatitudes
4 Joanne Toledo ME Class 110
5 Ai Tabios ME Class 112
6 Jhun Coronel Magnificat
6 Roger Relucio ME Class 107
9 Patrik Punzalan ME Class 115
12 Lille Collado Song of Ruth
13 Claudia Mabanta ME Class 114
13 Manette Yap Corinthians
14 Paul Puthenpurekal Easter
15 Boy De Leon James, Brother of John
15 Jenny Palencia Tala
16 Reg Amponin ME Class 111
16 Ramie Santos Psalm 46-Samaritans
17 Benny Toledo ME Class 110
18 Boy Lubguban Exodus
20 Sally Chua Chiaco John
20 Kevin Hernandez ME Class 115
22 Elyn Aracid ME Class 115
23 Charley Ng Sy Agnus Dei
23 Jon Sta. Maria Transfiguration
25 Malou Tabuzo Song of Ruth
26 Michelle Mantecon ME Class 98
27 Jojo Gaddi Prodigal 102
29 Leony Parada Psalm 46-Samaritans
30 Joey Suarez Tala

June Wedding Anniversaries
1 Domeng & Zarah Gagatiga Mt. Olivet
2 Kit & Nancy Palmario Good Shepherd
4 Bobbit & Precy Cruz Thessalonians
7 Ali & Wheng Reyes Good Shepherd
10 Pat & Gina Laguio ME Class 107
12 Anchit & Sally Chua Chiaco John
12 Ike+ & Josie Llamas Genesis of David
12 Cesar & Dels Sangalang Psalm 46-Samaritans
13 Lito & Jet Quimel Exodus
14 Mon & Ting Yupangco Transfiguration
17 Ted & Susan Concepcion Archangel Gabriel
17 Ronnie & Malou Tabuzo Song of Ruth
20 Boy & Jovy De Leon James, Brother of John
21 Clyde & Pachot Abapo Jeremiah-Philippians
24 Jhun & Ellen Coronel Magnificat

25 Pete & Shella Ampongan Song of Ruth
25 Jun & Cora Ona Archangel Gabriel
26 Eugene & Ethel Araullo Transfiguration
27 Tony & Aida Del Rosario James, Brother of John
28 Ariel & Maan Masungsong Good Shepherd
30 Elmer & Meg Fajardo James, Brother of John

Birthdays - First 10 days of  July
2 Levy Domingo Song of Ruth
2 Roi Palencia Tala
5 Ronnie Sargan ME Class 116
7 Tony Narciso Easter
7 Joy Rago Agnus Dei
7 Grace Santos Thessalonians
8 Celia Echivaria Exodus
10 Rhea Gaddi Prodigal 102

Anniversaries - First 10 days of July
4 Jojo & Jane Aldeguer Mustard Seed
7 Francis & Mela Rubio ME Class 116
8 Mino & Susan Exconde ME Class 116
9 Harvs & Jang Gatbonton ME Class 112
10 John & Glo Boren Agnus Dei
10 Denis & Joy Rago Agnus Dei
10 Ricky & Trixie Sun Archangel Gabriel
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Please send articles, reactions, feedback to newsletter@magisdeo.org

I’ve learned that people will forget what you 
said, people will forget what you did, but people 
will never forget how you made them feel.

      -- Maya Angelou (April 4 1928 - May 28 2014)
         Poet, author, professor, singer, dancer, 
         actress, director , activist


