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Wikipedia defines morality as 
the differentiation of intentions, 
decisions and actions between 

those that are right and those that are 
wrong. Morality can be a body of stan-
dards or principles derived from a code 
of conduct from a particular philosophy, 
religion, culture, etc.; or it can be derived 
from a standard that a person believes 
should be universal.

At our April 5 com-
munity celebration, Bro. 
Michael M. Valenzuela, 
FSC, a La Salle broth-
er, centered his talk on 
Catholic Morality. Since 
Pope John Paul II, there 
has been a shift in how 
the Church looks at mo-
rality. To understand mo-
rality, we must reignite 
two things: 

Understand and 1. 
realize what God is do-
ing in the world from the 
time of creation through 
the granting of the cov-
enant, through the pas-

sion, death and resurrection of 
His Son, Jesus; and
Recognize God’s plan to recon-2. 
cile the world to Him.

God’s dream is a world where each 
and all grow to the fullness of their hu-
manity in friendship with one another in 
friendship with God. God reaches out to us 
through creation, people, events and cir-

cumstances inviting us to cooperate with 
Him in realizing His dream. God comes to 
us in the needs that we need to meet, in 
the duties that we have to accomplish, in 
the crosses that come to us. At no point 
does God leave us alone.

Morality is just saying YES to what 
God asks of us. And when we say YES to 
God, we then experience Real Freedom. 
As we say YES to God, then we are being 
transformed. Morality is not composed of 
rules and regulations and problems but is 
rather an invitation to what one needs to 
realize God’s dream.

Morality is based on Reality. As Cath-
olics, we believe that human nature is ba-
sically good although damaged because of 
original sin, but humans have the capacity 
to be better. All creation is a reflection of 
God’s wisdom that is why there is order. 
Science and faith go together. God created 
everything to flourish in a particular way. 
There is a universal morality that is avail-
able to everybody. Reason and faith are 
both needed to develop fully.

 Pope John Paul II (now St. John Paul 
II) who initiated the change in the way Mo-

Bro. Michael Valenzuela, FSC

ME Class 116 had their Mar-
riage Encounter Weekend at BLD 
Retreat House in Dasmariñas, 
Cavite last 28 February to 2 March 
2014. Together with shepherds 
Jojo & Jane Aldeguer (Mustard 
Seed BCGG) they were presented 
to the Magis Deo Community at 
the April community celebration. 
Papoo & Alex Reyes (Prodigal 102 
BCGG) are co-shepherds.

ME 116
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Message 
for all

seasons
13 April 2014

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

nspired by no less than Christ 
himself, the 2014 Lenten Mes-
sage of the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of the Philippines 

(CBCP), through its President, Archbishop 
Socrates Villegas, is meant to be lived for 
all seasons by all of us who really claim 
to be Christ’s disciples, and not just during 
Lent. It is entitled “Poverty that Dehuman-
izes, Poverty that Sanctifies,” and since it 
is a bit long, I felt inspired to summarize 
it in this column, with the hope that more 
people would be able to read it.

Moreover, our beloved Pope Francis 
himself had already proclaimed early on 
in his papacy that a primary goal in his 

I

service as Pope was to work for “a poor 
church for the poor.” The CBCP message 
quoted him as saying: “Poverty in the world 
is a scandal. In a world where there is so 
much wealth, so many resources to feed 
everyone, it is unfathomable that there are 
so many hungry children, that there are 
so many children without an education, 
so many poor persons. Poverty today is a 
cry... No to an economy of exclusion and 
inequality!”

Archbishop Villegas strongly stated 
that poverty that dehumanizes is a No-No 
in God’s plan for humanity. No to material 
destitution. No to moral destitution. No to 
spiritual destitution.
Poverty that dehumanizes

1. No to Material Destitution. So many 
individual and families are suffering an ex-
clusion from the basic needs of life, start-
ing with adequate food supply. The other 
faces of this economy of exclusion are as 
follows: exclusion from gainful livelihood, 
sufficient shelter, rural development, ad-

equate health care, quality education, and 
others. Moreover, the global influence of 
consumerism is tragic. The CBCP mes-
sage quoted Pope Francis: “The great 
danger in today’s world, pervaded as it is 
by consumerism, is the desolation and an-
guish born of a complacent yet covetous 
heart, the feverish pursuit of frivolous plea-
sures, and a blunted conscience.”

2. No to Moral Destitution. An increas-
ing number of individuals in families fall 
into vices like alcohol, drugs, gambling, 
pornography, premarital sex, etc. Over and 
above all this is the societal moral prob-
lem of corruption. On the pork barrel is-
sue, last year’s CBCP Pastoral Statement 
was quoted in part: “Our protests should 
not just emanate from the bad feeling that 
we have been personally or communally, 
transgressed, violated, or duped. It should 
come rather from the realization that God 
has been offended and we have become 
less holy as a people because of this... We 
are not just victims of a corrupt system. We 
have all, in one way or another, contributed 
to this worsening social cancer – through 
our indifferent silence or through our coop-
eration when we were benefiting from the 
sweet cake of graft and corruption.”

3. No to Spiritual Destitution. This 
threatens the core of our relationship with 
God. Many people are hungry for love, and 
thus are hungry for God, for God is LOVE. 
But at times, this comes out as religious 
intolerance. For instance, some Catholics 
are prejudiced against the Iglesia ni Cristo, 
and vice-versa, some members of the Igle-
sia ni Cristo are prejudiced against Catho-
lics. Religious intolerance. On the interna-
tional level, according to the CBCP Lenten 
message, this spiritual destitution comes 
out as relativism and the loss of a sense of 
transcendence.
Poverty that humanizes and sanctifies

1. Yes to Simplicity of Life. As the 
CBCP message emphasizes, “all are called 
to live lives that are marked by a consis-
tent and liberating detachment from such 
worldly goods as material possessions, re-
sources, power, and social status – a de-
tachment that allows us to be sensitive and 
to respond to those with less possessions, 
less resources, less power, lower status.” 
In my own ministry for couples and families, 
I have been guiding them to live the SSS 
lifestyle: Stewardship that leads to Simplic-
ity, which in turn leads to Sharing. We are 

not owners but God’s stewards of all that 
we are and all that we have, from our lives 
to our time, talents, and treasures.

2. Yes to a Commitment to the Good, 
the Just and the True. The centerpoint of 
this is social justice. As Filipinos, let us 
double our efforts in living “moral poverty 
by strengthening our resolve to practice 
solidarity with the neglected and to de-
nounce injustice and all forms of radical 
inequality.” A more equitable distribution 
of God’s resources. If translated politically, 
this 2014 CBCP Lenten Message is more 
Christian Socialism, and not Capitalism 
nor Communism. I hope and pray that in 
due time, our country would actually move 
to this socio-economic system.

3. Yes to a Surrender to God. Christ 
showed us the way and invites us to be 
“poor in Spirit.” This means “to oppose 
degrading and dehumanizing poverty and 
to embrace humanizing and sanctifying 
poverty. In other words, he invites us to 
imitate his example. We fight poverty with 
poverty only because Christ has shown us 
the way.” The human-divine Christ came to 
serve and not to be served. Moreover, out 
of compassion and love, he came for all 
mankind and not just for selected groups.

Our CBCP Lenten Message ends with 
the words of Pope Francis: “We may be 
sure that none of our acts of love for God 
will be lost, nor any of our acts of sincere 
concern for others. No single act of love 
for God will be lost, no generous effort 
is meaningless, no painful endurance is 
wasted.” (From Evangelii Gaudium, 279).
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Editorial

Tina A. Mossesgeld
Cana BCGG

Being in Magis Deo,
Being in Community

A Magis couple residing 
in Dumaguete flies to 
Manila to attend some 
of their BCGG meetings, 

interfaces, community celebrations 
and will come back for the Magis 
Family Day. The couple said that 
staying connected with Magis Deo is 
their way of being connected to God 
and sustaining their own relationship. 
A Magis couple who divide their time 
between Orange County in the U.S. 
and Manila profess that being in Magis 
meetings after being in the U.S. for six 
months is like coming to an oasis. A 
Magis couple who are in a family crisis 
have decided to come back to their 
BCGG after being away for several 
months.

The impact of Magis Deo on these 
members and their families seems to be 
quite profound and far-reaching. They 
value Magis Deo as the community where 
they can grow as persons and in their 
relationship with God. Listening to their 
sharing are moments when one feels that 
God is truly present in Magis Deo. 

Similar stories are shared in many 
BCGG meetings and interfaces. Members 
mention how thankful they are for being 
in Magis Deo. They relate how they have 

been formed in the community, how they 
find acceptance and support in their 
times of crisis, and how their spirituality 
has matured in the years that they have 
been with Magis Deo. They value the 
growth and support they experience in 
the community.

But it was not always like this. Many 
stories tell of a transformation, of a 
movement that goes deeper and deeper. 
Shepherds, during their monthly formation 
meetings, share that there seems to be a 
movement in their growth from not being 
able to say no to a friend’s invitation to 
attend the M.E. Weekend, to feeling 
obliged to attend the meetings, to a 
deepening appreciation of the formation 
they are receiving, to wanting to serve in 
the community as a response to God’s 
love and blessings. Reasons for being in 
the community were slowly transformed.

What explains these members’ 
receptivity to Magis Deo’s formation 
programs and their blossoming in the 
process?

The personal backgrounds of these 
members are quite varied. They are at 
different stages of development, levels 
of income, and educational background. 
Some are just starting their families, while 
others have teenaged children or young 
professionals. Still others are empty 
nesters with their children having moved 
out of the home.

Underneath the transformation, there 
seem to be common threads in these 
members - the desire to grow as a person 
and to grow closer to God, the awareness 
of that desire, the capacity and discipline 

to reflect and pray on their experiences, 
resulting in an increasing awareness of 
who they really are and who God really 
is in their lives, the continuing openness 
to God’s grace despite hurts, problems 
and suffering and the ability to discern 
and move towards where God may be 
leading them, which many times involves 
stretching themselves or moving out of 
their comfort zones. 

We all have the desire to be closer 
to God and become what He hopes us 
to be. God places this desire in us and 
constantly draws us closer to him. But 
some of us may be too preoccupied with 
life’s concerns to notice, much less act on 
that desire. Maybe we’re working too hard, 
or too anxious as about the future, or too 
distracted by our latest technical gadget. 
And even when we are able to hear God’s 
invitation or challenge, we may be we’re 
too lazy to get out of our comfort zone to 
accept and act on it. 

Magis Deo is a community that 
helps us become aware of this desire for 
God, to nurture it through the community 
formation programs, and to find expression 
in our praxis of Ignatian spirituality and 
community values so that we can be a 
force for good in this world. This priceless 
opportunity is offered to all who are in 
Magis Deo. With God’s grace, it is up to 
each one of us to take it to heart. And 
as more and more of us respond, our 
community will also become a stronger 
instrument in building God’s kingdom here 
on earth. We will experience Magis Deo 
increasingly becoming a true community, 
a little Church.

Reprinted from the Dec 2010 Magis Newsletter
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CounCil CornEr

Claro & Linda Santos
Council / Agnus Dei BCGG

Tuloy ang 
pagsilbi

Ang pamunuan ng Pastoral Council ay nag-
patawag ng isang pulong noong Abril 10, 
2014 na kasama ang mga namumuno ng 
bawat ministry sa ating komunidad upang 

magbigay ng ulat sa mga naganap na aktibidad sa 
kani-kanilang programa para sa unang quarter ng ta-
ong kasalukuyan. Ang bawat isa ay hiningan din ng 
mungkahi para sa pagbabalangkas ng mga palatun-
tunan na kanilang ipapatupad sa pangalawang (2nd) 
quarter ng taong ito. 

Ang ating komunidad ay patuloy na gumagam-
pan sa makabuluhang pag-agapay sa mga mag-asa-
wa sa ibat-ibang lugar, grupo at asosasyon sa ating 
kapaligiran sa pamamagitan ng ating programang 
Suyuan. Ito ay naganap sa lugar ng Cavite sa tulong 
ng Good Shepherd BCGG. May dalawampu’t tatlong 
(23) mag-asawa na nabiyayaan ng ating napakagan-
dang programa. Naging matagumpay din ang Suyu-
an/CPLM (Couple Power Lakas Mag-asawa) na nai-
bigay at naipatupad sa grupo ng Habitat na naganap 
sa Malabon at Bistekville sa Payatas Quezon City na 
may kabuuan na apatnapu’t isang (41) pares o mag-
asawa. Ang Suyuan/CPLM ay patuloy na ibibigay na 
naayon sa mga nakatala ng pagpapatupad para sa 
taong ito at sa napakasunduan ng Magis Deo Com-
munity at grupo ng Habitat.

Sa darating na Community Celebration sa May 3, 
2014 (Sabado), ang mga anak na miyembro ng ating 
komunidad na nakapagtapos ng elementary, high 
school at kolehiyo sa taong 2014 ay pararangalan 
bago mag-umpisa ang misa. Mayroon din nakalatag 
na programa para sa mga bata nitong summer vaca-
tion na “Script Writing Workshop” sa May 24, 2014 at 

“Basic Guitar Lessons” sa May 25, 2014 na gaganapin 
sa Magis Deo Office. 

Magkakaroon ng pagpupulong ang mga Shep-
herds at alternate Shepherds sa Sabado sa ganap na 
ikatlo ng hapon (3 pm) bago magsimula ang ating misa 
para sa buwan ng Mayo at ang kasunod na meeting ay 
sa June 20, 2014. May mga programa pang naka-pla-
no para sa mga nabanggit na namumuno at ang isa rito 
ay ang Commissioning Rites ng lahat ng Shepherds at 
Alternate Shepherds. 

Isa sa assignment ng council members ay ang bu-
misita sa mga BCGG meetings upang direktang mai-
bahagi at maipaalala sa miembro ang mga alituntunin 
na ipinatutupad sa ating mga gawain tulad ng “prayer 
meeting”, “community celebration”, “monthly dues” at 
para marinig din sa mga miembro ang mga concern at 
suhestiyon nila para lalo pang mapalawig ang magan-
da at malusog na samahan sa ating komunidad.

Patuloy na nagaganap ang BCGG Interface ng tat-
long BCGG na galing sa North, Central at South Sec-
tor. Ito ay binubuo na isang BCGG sa bawat sector. 
Maraming positibong reaction ang nasasambit ng ibang 
miyembro dahil sa kanilang kakaibang karanasan na 
nadidinig at natututunan sa bawat sharing, paglawig ng 
kanilang buhay ispiritual at ang pagkakalapit loob ng 
bawat kasapi. 

Ang lahat ng programa na nailatag para sa ta-
ong ito ng kasalukuyang pamunuan ay hindi magiging 
makatotohanan o matagumpay kundi sa tulong-tulong 
at pag-suporta ng bawat kasapi ng ating komunidad… 
“walang sino man ang nabubuhay para sa 
sarili lamang.” 
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View # 1:

Jesus had a lot of things to say about 
worrying. My favorite is this: “Can any of 
you live a bit longer by worrying about it?” 
(Matthew 6:27) Excessive worrying can lead to a lot 

of severe health problems. I guess this is what Jesus meant when 
he said the verse above. He could have said, “Worry every day and 
you’re dead meat!” Yet, why do I still worry?

My high anxiety attacks usually happen just when I’m about 
to wake up in the morning. In between sleep and waking, my brain 
floods me with negative thoughts. I wearily wonder why my brain just 
doesn’t flood me with “get up it’s a beautiful day” thoughts. It’s as if 
my brain is a separate being from the rest of my body and is out to 
torment me. I don’t experience this high anxiety everyday but it hap-
pens too often for comfort.

When high anxiety strikes me, I ask Jesus to help me get a 
grip on myself. I find that most of my worries are anticipated anxiet-
ies which haven’t even happened yet. There’s nothing more absurd 
than anticipated anxieties and I can just imagine Jesus shaking His 
head whenever I indulge in these. However, Jesus is very patient 
with me and He offers me His hand to hold. I find comfort in holding 
Jesus’ hand. My head clears up and I’m at peace again.

My mother-in-law is a person who can’t stop worrying and she’s 
extremely miserable because of it. She has high anxiety attacks 
which she can’t manage and whenever this happens, my spouse 
and I have to drop whatever is going on in our lives and travel three 
hours to the province to comfort her. After talking to her, we find out 
that most of the things she worries about are problems that have 
already been solved!  That’s even more absurd than anticipated 
anxieties! My mother-in-law also mistrusts everyone so that she an-
grily refuses the comforting words and actions which my spouse 
and I offer. Yet, she expects us to take the long trip to her house to 
comfort her!

I pour out to Jesus all my frustrations with regard to helping my 
mother-in-law. I say that it’s so easy to lose my temper about the 
whole thing but Jesus makes me aware of the fear and confusion 
that I feel whenever I experience high anxiety. During these times, 
the last thing I need is for someone to get mad at me. Jesus doesn’t 
get mad at me. He holds my hand with much compassion. That’s 
also what He wants me to do with my mother-in-law.  There’s no one 
who can better help a person with high anxiety than a person who 
also experiences it. As my mother-in-law struggles with her anxiet-
ies, I’ll hold her hand - with compassion and all the patience I can 
muster.  As I hold her hand, my other hand will hang on to Jesus. I 
hope His deep and healing peace will engulf us both.

View # 2:

Wh e n 
threat-
e n e d , 
I either 

stay still like a deer star-
ing at head- lights, or run like a lone 
gazelle on a dry plain, or fight like a bull in a ring. 
Although most of the time, I feel secure like a T. Rex on the 
hunt. My life is proof that I have kept the odds in my favor. I’m 
just wondering how long my luck can hold out. My extinction is 
imminent.

I sometimes feel like my extinction is just around the cor-
ner. Life threatening moments are rare, but I had a few. Ac-
cidents and illnesses happen and if they kill me, I am dead. 
Hopefully, I will notice that my life continues after I’m dead. For 
now, as my heart still beats, I’ll carry on enjoying my life. That is 
if I’m not worrying about my future or my family’s future.

Worrying is the burden to my joy. Not only does worrying 
not add a minute to my life, it’s also an addictive drug that sucks 
the life out of living. My extinction is imminent and it stares at 
me like the headlights of a truck. It rushes on like the cheetah’s 
jaw and it penetrates like the toreador’s sword. Death strikes 
before it’s due. Is there hope?

I always tell my daughter, Gabriela, three things whenever 
she’s in a dark mood. “Good things happen all the time, so 
keep looking for the good stuff.” “Bad things happen only for 
a short time, don’t make them linger.” “When you can’t take it 
anymore, ask for help.” Three simple things that should comfort 
a battered soul, but they don’t. They’re like three enormous pills 
that are more difficult to swallow than the poison of worrying.

I worry about the future of my daughter. I prayed for the 
cure of her autism, until she told me that her autism makes her 
unique and beautiful inside. I pray so that people don’t take ad-
vantage of her and I witnessed people giving her 50% discounts 
in “tiangges.” I pray so that she could become independent and 
I hear people tell me how “addicting” Gabriela’s cookies are as 
I see them buying all her stock. I pray for her a lot. Most of the 
time, I just ask Jesus to take good care of her.

I worry about my mother also. She’s been feeling de-
pressed for a long time. I heard Gabriela say to her, “Lola! 
Good things happen all the time, so keep looking for the good 
stuff. Bad things happen only for a short time, don’t make them 

Coupled view:
Ricky & Gi Valencia

Easter BCGG

Continued on page 13
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Iya Cornejo

Dave Pestaño

Danie San Pedro

Nikki Bonuel

Enzo Santos Eric Sun

Byron Jared Mella

Pattin Vargas

Manuel Naldo Michelle Naldo

Jhantal Catangay

Renzo Rosario

Zoe Gagatiga

Congratulations,
Magis Youth 2014 graduates!
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Dear fellow Magis,
When Magis Deo celebrated its 25th an-

niversary last year, the committee oversee-
ing the year-round celebration planned and 
raised funds for several activities, among 
them the Marriage Symposium (TAG), Golf 
Tournament, Family Fun Run and Culmina-
tion Night. Lo and behold, the committee 
raised more than needed; and it was decided 
that the balance would be for ME Weekends 
and outreach projects of our community.

Before our Culmination Night, super ty-
phoon Yolanda struck and left many of our 
brethren in Tacloban and Samar devastated. 
We received a call from Fr. Adam Albert, one 
of our ME priests, whose parish in Samar 
was among the most affected areas. When 
we asked how Magis Deo could help, he enu-
merated various ways which we relayed to 
the committee. A decision was made to re-
channel the balance of the funds raised to 
Samar. Our community sent kulambo and 
blankets which were distributed 2 days after 
the typhoon; we sent food with the help of 
Leony and Mia Parada who spearheaded 
the distribution; several weeks later we sent 
additional relief food packages (which were 
packed during our December Family Day) 
and these got to the Samareños in time for 
their Christmas noche buena. Our commu-
nity sent P150,000 in cash to help in the con-
struction and rehabilitation of houses for 97 
families left homeless by Yolanda.

Fr. Adz sent this thank you letter, with pic-
tures showing the relief and rehabilitation ac-
tivities. In behalf of the 2013 Pastoral Coun-
cil; Jojo and Jane Aldeguer, the Chaircouple 
for the 25th anniversary celebrations; and all 
the members of the various committees for 
Magis Deo’s Silver Anniversary celebrations; 
we are humbled by your generosity. Once 
again, our community was able to answer the 
call “what more can we do for God?”

Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam!

Cesar & Marivic Pareja

From: Adz Albert <jagalbert@yahoo.com>
Date: April 12, 2014 at 5:48:55 PM GMT+8
To: <races21@yahoo.com>, <mmpareja888@yahoo.com>
Subject: Yolanda help

Dear Cesar-Marivic and the Magis Deo Community:

Lent invites us to reflect on God’s sacrificial and unconditional 
love. God uses instruments – people, especially – to let His loving 
presence be experienced by many. When I look back at the last five 
months, I cannot help but be awed and overwhelmed with gratitude 
by His manifestation of love. Our people suffered so much because of 
super typhoon Yolanda. At first, all we could see around us were signs 
of suffering and death. Then, gradually, hope dawned. Help came from 
almost everywhere. We realized God has not abandoned us. Particularly 
in my parish, you were one of God’s bright beacon of light in the midst 
of despair and loss. When government had seemed to have practically 
abandoned the people it was meant to serve, you were there to provide 
them food, shelter, and clothing at the moment when they most 
urgently needed them. Wish you saw the smiles on their faces upon 
receipt of food and shelter materials and started constructing their 
humble abodes to keep them from the cold Amihan winds and rain. 
Wish you heard their words of gratitude that sounded like never-ending 
Hosannas to a caring God. They may never know your names, but they 
will always remember the graciousness of the God your charitable act 
proclaimed.

With my two companion priests in the parish I would like to thank 
you for giving us this unique opportunity of serving the Lord with you. 
May we not tire of challenging ourselves with the question: What more 
can we do for God?

Attached are some pics regarding our Ayat Ni Yolanda (Yolanda’s 
Challenge) relief operations and the breakdown of our shelter expenses. 
We ended our food and shelter help last week of January. For shelter 
materials we were able to spend Php286,372 for 97 households – 
mostly living in the islands – whose dwellings were either washed out or 
severely damaged. To this amount Magis Deo contributed Php150,000. 
It was because of Magis’ help that we were able to respond early.

    In the ministry of the Lord,

    Fr. Adz Albert

Thank you from Dolores, Eastern Samar
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Rebuilding lives, homes and dreams in Dolores
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Philip & Malu Panlilio
Mustard Seed BCGG

About 240 persons (80 families) gathered 
together on 27 April 2014 at the Immaculate 
Conception Chapel in Olandes, Marikina to cel-
ebrate and give thanks to the Lord for the gift 
of Suyuan. There was a nostalgic remembering 
of one’s own Suyuan experience and how their 
lives have never been the same again since the 
Suyuan started in Olandes in 2003. Set against 
the historic canonization of Pope John Paul II, 
a patron of families, and of Pope John XXIII, 27 
April was also Divine Mercy feast day.

Starting with a mass and prayer, Fr. Bembol Hiteroza, 
parish priest, pointed out the new life breathed into each 
person with the Resurrection. Gratitude was overwhelm-
ing in everyone’s hearts for God’s graces of love, mercy 
and hope. With God’s interventions, Suyuan has changed 
the lives of the Olandes Suyuan couples, converting their 
way of living as persons, mainly away from vices, and as 
family, mainly in loving their spouse and caring for their 
children. Although the change has not been perfected 
for challenges remain today, yet conversion keeps these 
families striving to live out the Gospel values for God has 
not given up on them. God is good. God has helped them 
weather the storms literally, Ondoy and Habagat. In grati-
tude, some serve as church workers, i.e., family life, eu-
charistic ministers, mass commentators, usherettes.

Suyuan was first given to Olandes, Marikina, an ur-
ban resettlement area, in 2003 as a response to the parish 
priest’s vision of establishing strong families in the area, 
in order to minimize social problems especially among 
the youth. About 300 couples have attended the Suyuan 
and around 80 are active in various Suyuan and parish 
activities, including the weekly faith sharing meetings. 

The anniversary gathering reflected also the thanks-
giving of Magis workers for the opportunity to serve others 
and was also a reunion of sorts, a celebration of friend-
ships: Djarn Pestaño, who started the Suyuan in Magis 
Deo with her husband Egay+; Pocholo and Merle Cea, a 
Suyuan sharer who gave Suyuan for half of the Olandes 
Suyuan graduates; and Ferdie Cruz, a Suyuan sharer 
with wife Lyn+, silent but sustained supporter of Suyuan. 
From the Mustard Seed BCGG, Terry & Virgie Abella who 
give monthly catechetical teachings to Olandes Suyuan 
graduates; Danny & Lilian Collado who conduct marital 
and family health talks; Rufo & Louren Dacanay who 
have supported all Suyuan seminars in Olandes since 
2007; and in spirit, Ricky & Shari Consulta (parenting 
skills guidance), and Leo & Grace Moselina (women’s 
and children’s rights). 

Indeed, the God of Easter is a God of patience and 
mercy. As Sacred Space puts it during the Easter Octave 
week, He is always patiently waiting for us. And never 
giving up on us. What a truly loving God! 

Olandes 
Suyuan give 

thanks:
10 years of 

grace
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Contemplating
Jesus meeting

His mother

The Bible has stories of the risen Jesus ap-
pearing to Mary Magdalene, to His apostles, 
and to the two disciples on the road to Em-
maus. But there is no account of the risen 

Jesus meeting His mother, Mary. My RDL Spiritual 
Director once told me that although there is no such 
account, we can assume that such meeting occurred. 
Jesus loved His mother more than anyone else, and 
Mary loved Jesus, her only Son, more than anyone 
else.

Sally G. Chua Chiaco
John BCGG

The Filipino tradition known as salubong reen-
acts the meeting of the risen Jesus and His mother. 
At the break of dawn, two carrozas or floats carry-
ing the statues of the risen Jesus and His mother 
roll through the streets in a procession. Mary’s face 
is covered with a veil for she is grieving. Then they 
meet, and an angel descends to lift Mary’s veil. That 
precious moment when Mary sees Jesus, her grief 
turns into joy, hence the lifting of the veil.

The salubong in our parish in St. James the 
Greater in Alabang was reenacted in the church court-
yard after the Easter vigil, close to midnight. This was 
my first time to witness a salubong. I was there be-
cause our 7-year old granddaughter, Tammi, was one 
of 16 angels dancing to Handel’s “Messiah-Hallelujah 
Chorus” to welcome with jubilation the risen Jesus 
meeting His mother. And Tammi was the special an-
gel who went up a platform to lift Mary’s veil.

My heart was overjoyed at the sight of this angel 
lifting Mary’s veil. Then I heard Jesus promise, “This 
child will lift the veil from your face and bring you joy.” 
What an Easter gift!

The next morning, we were again in church for 
the children’s Mass. Tammi sang with the Children’s 
Choir and later walked with the family to offer bread 
and wine. My heart was again overjoyed. There are 
52 Sundays in the year and our family is chosen to 
be offeror on Easter Sunday! Another special Easter 
gift!

Salubong (Tagalog for “meeting”) is a traditional 
Filipino devotion that reenacts the encounter of the risen 
Christ with his mother. In communities in the Philippines, 
on the morning of Easter Sunday, statues of the risen 
Christ and of the blessed mother are carried through 
town in two separate processions. The men of the com-
munity, in a procession of joyful celebration, accompany 
the statue of Christ; the women of the community, in a 
somber procession of mourning, accompany the image 
of the sorrowful mother, shrouded in a black mourning 
veil. They arrive at a designated meeting place, usually 
in front of the church, where a little girl dressed as an 
angel removes the black mourning veil from the statue of 
Mary. This devotion is celebrated in many parishes in the 
United States that serve the Filipino community.

   Neela Kale
   www.bustedhalo.com
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  MusiCal notEs

Amazing grace

A big welcome and celebration for Baby Lance (3 months young!).

Alice Go, Beatitudes BCGG

Every moment is a gift and 
laden with God’s grace. God is the 
Creator of the wonderful things in our lives. 
It is truly an amazing grace, what God has 
bestowed on our family! Last December 
21, 2013, a gift of a new life, my grandson, 
Lance Michael, came into our lives. He 
was a seven-month premature baby, only 
800 grams when he was born. The doc-
tor told us that his condition was unstable 
because of complications that occurred 
during labor. And many of his vital organs 
were still undeveloped. There was a time 
his heart stopped beating and the doctors 
had to revive him. He went through blood 
transfusions several times because his 
blood levels were low due to a rare ailment 
called Neonatal Lupus.

But I didn’t lose hope, because I know 
God was with us during those moments 
and by His grace and mercy, Lance sur-
vived.

God truly is a wonderful God, a God 
of hope, love and mercy. He never aban-
doned us during the times we needed Him 
the most. Prayers truly are a powerful tool. 
In prayers, God’s presence is in our midst.

After almost 3 months in the hospital, 
Lance finally came home last March 10, 
stable and healthy.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone who prayed for my grand-
son – our relatives, our Magis Deo Com-
munity friends, Tita Marcia, and other orga-
nizations. To our parish friends and parish 
priests, thank you all. Thank you also to all 
the doctors and hospital staff whom God 
gave Lance as His instruments. And most 
of all, thank you Lord; through your divine 
and mysterious ways, nothing is impos-
sible.

For us, it’s a miracle, For Him nothing 
is impossible. We thank God for granting 
our prayers. He is a faithful and compas-
sionate God. Thank God for His kindness 
in spite of my sinfulness. Thank you, God, 
for all the graces, gifts and blessings you 
have bestowed on us, together with the 
Holy Spirit, the blessed Mother of our Sav-
ior, all the angels and saints. I thank You, 
Lord for everything. May my life be a sign 
of gratefulness by serving You more and 
Your people here on earth in life everlast-
ing. Amen.

High anxiety
Continued from page 6

linger, and when you can’t take it anymore, ask for help.” 
Her Lola just looked at her, not knowing what possessed her 
grandchild. Gabriela continued, “Just pray to Jesus, He al-
ways helps me.”

Why worry about Gabriela? I should worry about myself. 
When I’m in a dark mood, I pray just like Gabriela. Jesus is 
always by my side to help and guide me.

Amidst darkness, the lights gleam brighter. The two 
headlights are slowing down to a stop. There is hope.

9 Patrik Punzalan ME Class 115
10 Wilson Chua Transfiguration
10 Bunching Llana ME Class 102

Anniversaries - First 10 days of June
1 Domeng & Zarah Gagatiga Mt. Olivet
1 Randall & Aiza Tabayoyong ME Class 112
1 Dorge & Maricar Tariman ME Class 109
2 Kit & Nancy Palmario Good Shepherd
4 Bobbit+ & Precy Cruz Thessalonians
6 Jay & Yolly Dikit ME Class 101
7 Paolo & Kookhie Mascardo ME Class 103
7 Ali & Wheng Reyes Good Shepherd
7 Robert & Tes Santiago ME Class 108
10 Atoy & Joyce Dy-Po ME Class 99
10 Pat & Gina Laguio ME Class 107

Birthdays, anniversaries
Continued from page 20



14 Magis

When I received an email inviting me 
to join the Lenten recollection at the Na-
tional Penitentiary, I readily signed up. I 
had just finished reading “Mercy in the City” 
by Kerry Weber and “Tattoos on the Heart: 
Power of Boundless Compassion” by Fr. 
Gregory Boyle, SJ. Their stories about the 
prison ministry stirred in me the desire to 
extend my time and whatever else I could 
offer to those who may be lonely and in 
need of compassion. A Lenten recollection 
with Bilibid residents seemed to be an op-
portune time to give way to the stirrings in 
my heart. I even volunteered to facilitate 
one of the small group sharings.

It was one hot Saturday on March 29 
that I, together with members and the choir 
of Magis Deo and some new friends, vis-
ited the Medium Security Compound of the 
New Bilibid in Muntinlupa. Our first stop 
was the Jesuit Prison Ministry Office for 
an orientation. On the wall was a picture of 

the suffering Christ with a crown of thorns 
and tears in His eyes. I had had this vision 
for several days and had been asking the 
Lord what it meant for me. I somehow felt a 
connection with the picture and knew that 
the Lord had plans for me that day.

From the orientation, I learned that it is 
more difficult for families to lose a mother 
to prison rather than a father. An interest-
ing and significant point since a mother is 
always regarded as the heart of the family. 
I asked myself if that could likewise be true 
for OFWs. 

As we entered the Medium Security 
Compound, I prepared myself to see in the 
inmates the persons that God meant them to 
be. I saw old and young men singing, pray-
ing with fervor. Others looked at us briefly 
while others smiled, welcoming us into their 
world. The Pastoral Security Group was ea-
ger to help us feel comfortable, escorting us 
to the chapel with umbrellas.

Marlyn V. Angeles
Thessalonians BCGG

Reflections 
on my first 
visit to the 
National 

Penitentiary

The recollection started with a Mass. 
It was during the group sharing toward the 
end of the recollection that I got to know 
the inmates more. Some shared their pain 
on being incarcerated, and their regrets 
for not listening to their mothers’ advice, 
while some seemed to still be trying to 
make sense of what happened to their 
lives. A common theme in their stories was 
the loneliness and hurt they felt not hav-
ing been visited by their loved ones for so 
many years.

I felt the pain of an only son who 
had not seen his mother for 10 years. He 
doesn’t know where his mother is today. 
Maybe, he said, she does not have the 
money to make a trip from the province. As 
he sobbed quietly, longing for his mother, 
I silently prayed for him for I could feel the 
loneliness within.

Continued on page 17
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The happy faces at GK Aya.

Sally G. Chua Chiaco, John BCGG

One, that there will be enough Magis 
Deo friends willing to share their time at 
the recollection with the inmates. I usually 
hope for 35-40 people.

Two, that there will be two people will-
ing and able to expound on the recollec-
tion theme, and a third person to be the 
prayer leader. All three must be proficient 
in Tagalog.

Three, that I will have enough funds to 
host lunch for the inmates who will be in-
vited, the visitors, and Fr. Eli’s staff. While 
there are about 14,000 inmates in the 
compound, Fr. Eli suggests 150 to 200. I 
usually say 200. All in all, 250.

The Magis Deo choir makes life easy 
for me as I can always count on them to 
render recollection songs. 

We have had one Advent and two 
Lenten recollections in the last two years. 
Amazingly, all things always fall into place. 
The Lord is the Master Organizer.

IIIII

There were 35 Magis Deo and 3 non-
Magis friends who joined the recollec-
tion last March 29. 13 were first-timers. A 
week before the date, news on tri-media 

Food good for the soul

Every time Fr. Eli Lumbo, SJ, Executive Director of the Philippine Jesuit Prison Service Foundation 
asks if Magis Deo friends can sponsor a recollection at the Medium Security Compound of the 
New Bilibid, I take three leaps of faith.

reported that two inmates had been killed 
in the Maximum Security Compound. Al-
though the venue for our activity would be 
the Medium Security Compound which is 
a good 7-minute ride away from the Maxi-
mum, I knew that security concerns would 
be inevitable. Yet, no one on my visitors list 
backed out. Not even the first-timers. 

IIIII

The recollection started with a Mass 
celebrated by Fr. Gil Donayre, SJ. Drawing 
from the day’s gospel about the Pharisee 
and the tax collector who were both pray-
ing in the temple, he invited everyone to 
follow the tax collector who acknowledged 
his sinfulness. “Pagbabago” or renewal, he 
said, comes with humility and willingness 
to repent.

The theme of our recollection talks 
was “Pag-ibig na Walang Hanggan” (Infi-
nite Love), referring to the Father’s stead-
fast love for us and willingness to forgive 
our transgressions no matter how many or 
how grievous. Eli Prieto and Djarn Pestaño 
sought to bring out two images from Scrip-

ture to concretize this love: the father run-
ning to welcome home his prodigal son, 
and the Good Shepherd.

At the end, the Magis Choir sang 
“Lupa” with the refrain, “Kaya sikapin mong 
ika’y magbago.”

I was struck by the harmonious un-
folding of our recollection theme from be-
ginning to end, from God’s infinite love to 
“pagbabago” as our response to His love. I 
did give Eli, Djarn, and the choir guidelines 
but I did not talk with Fr Gil. The recollec-
tion could only have been the work of the 
Holy Spirit!

IIIII

The usual expectation of a first-time 
visitor is to see people who are angry with 
the world and with God. But most, if not 
all of the inmates, having spent years in 
the compound, have surrendered their fate 
to God and sought forgiveness. They are 
meek and humble of heart. They acknowl-
edge finding peace and God in the dark-

Continued on page 16
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ness of the prison. One inmate shared, 
“Kahit kasinglaki ng Titanic ang kasalan-
an ko, ang pag-big naman ng Diyos ay 
singlawak ng karagatan. (My sin may be 
as huge as the Titanic, but God’s love is 
infinite like the ocean.)”

IIIII

For some reason, I was dreaming of 
meatballs with gravy for lunch for the at-
tendees. I was about to make arrange-
ments with a cook when Anchit reminded 
me of the hassle of bringing in food into 
the compound. Security inspection would 
be an issue, so would the risk of spoilage 
in our warm and humid weather. Fr. Eli 
tried to accommodate me by suggesting 
that I bring in food just for the visitors. In 
the end, I let Fr. Eli order turon for snacks 
and hot lunch from a little restaurant inside 
the compound. The food was good, and 
partaking of the same food as what the in-
mates had was good for the soul.

IIIII

The College Guild performed for us 
again, this time a repertoire of OPM songs. 
They also reenacted “Bilangguang Walang 
Rehas” (Prison Without Bars). While this 
drama expresses the anguish that a pris-
oner goes through when he realizes he 
has lost his freedom, it also speaks to the 
audience about being imprisoned by at-
tachment to possessions, prestige, work, 
pleasure, other worldly values. The leader 
of the Guild asked for some financial help 
for their projects and activities. Donations 
were collected after the recollection and 
turned over to Fr. Eli two weeks later.

I was happy to learn that one of the 
performers whom I was missing had been 
released and now works in a call center in 

Food good...
Continued from page 15

Magis Deo members who conducted the recollection with Fr. Eli (seated 
at center in white shirt) and the College Guild.

Cebu City. But I was saddened to see two 
new young faces.

IIIII

No one visits the imprisoned without 
going through some kind of transformation. 
And that is why there are those who have 
told me to count them in for the next recol-
lection. That will be for Advent, sometime 
in late November or early December.

My sincerest thanks to all who gave of 
their time, talent, and treasure for the lost 
(or once lost), the last, and the least of our 
brothers.

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and 
you came to me.

Matthew 25:35-36



17May 2014

rality is looked upon, explained in his en-
cyclical Veritatis Splendor (The Splendor 
of Truth) the following (as summarized by 
Bro. Mike Valenzuela):

All we do is done in pursuit of hap-1. 
piness. Morality is a response to 
the heart’s deep longing for hap-
piness understood as the best 
possible or most fulfilling way of 
life.
The best and most fulfilling way of 2. 
life is a virtuous life lived in friend-
ship with God.
Human acts are the steps we 3. 
need to take to reach this goal. All 
human acts have a moral dimen-
sion.
Human acts have an interior di-4. 
mension that shapes character 
for better or for worse depending 
on the kind of actions we perform. 
Good acts done well form virtues; 
evil or mediocre acts form vices. 
Since we become what we do, we 
must plan our actions well.
Freedom is the exercise of rea-5. 
son and will in pursuit of man’s 
true good. We are most free 

when we are being virtuous – that 
is, when we know, desire and will 
the good.
Human beings are created with 6. 
natural inclinations towards good-
ness and truth that are interior 
supports of freedom and founda-
tion of natural law. But these in-
clinations need to be developed 
through education and practice 
of virtues in order for a person to 
achieve true freedom.
Education in freedom proceeds in 7. 
3 stages:

The Beginner’s stage – Mor-• 
al infancy begins with learn-
ing to obey external laws that 
express in clear and impera-
tive terms the natural inclina-
tions to goodness and truth 
already in us. (10 command-
ments)
The Progressive stage – We • 
desire the good for its own 
sake. We seek to follow 
Christ (Theological and Mor-
al Virtues)
The Mastery Stage – In moral • 
maturity, the Spirit enables us 

to live a life of faith expressed 
in charity and to integrate all 
of life in the Spirit to bring 
about life and love for all.

8. Virtues are acquired though the 
activity of friendship. Good friend-
ships are schools of virtue through 
which we become our best selves 
and move towards loving union 
with God.

9. God heals and raises up human 
nature though grace so we can 
live as His friends and come to 
the fulfillment proper to us as hu-
man beings. The moral life is a life 
lived in friendship with God.

10. Friendship with God leads us to 
befriend other for God’s sake – 
especially enemies, the last, the 
lost and the least. Friends of God 
make God’s dream for the world 
(life and love for all) their own to 
make it a reality. 

Bro. Mike made the understanding of 
MORALITY easier and simpler such that 
morality does not seem restrictive any-
more.

Mimi Santos, Psalm 46-Samaritans

Morality... continued from page 1

One intimated that 4 or 5 pm when he 
has to return to his cell, is always a difficult 
time. He will have to face his own internal 
turmoil alone in the dark without the com-
forting embrace of his mother whom he 
hasn’t seen for 20 years.

Others, after asking why, have surren-
dered and entrusted their fate to God. It is 
here that they have found solace. The pas-
toral activities they participate in have kept 
them busy and have given them a different 
sense of community. 

The College Guild impressed us with 
their songs and dances that could put to 
shame some of our noontime TV shows. As 
I watched them sing with gusto, I felt their 
pain. They sang and spoke of their desire 
to be accepted again by the free society. 

They presented a drama depicting prison 
life as no different from the prison walls 
that we, although free, build around us as 
we get attached to power, wealth, and the 
world’s values. (Bingo! I told myself. They 
really struck a chord in my heart.)

I wished I could get to know them 
more, but then again I wasn’t so sure what 
I could offer beyond my presence and my 
prayers.

As I returned home, I couldn’t shake 
off the loneliness of the prison. I prayed 
for the inmates as I recalled their stories. 
I also prayed for others who are similarly 
imprisoned by their own loneliness. I re-
membered the suffering Christ, and con-
templated the vision. I felt God’s mercy.

Reflections on my...
Continued from page 14
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Rey Mella, Cana BCGG
 spiritual tidbits and HuMor

Continued on page 19

My daughter Fiona loves One Direc-
tion, who “are an English-Irish pop boy 
band based in London, consisting of Niall 
Horan, Zayn Malik, Liam Payne, Harry 
Styles and Louis Tomlinson, all under 25 
years old. Propelled to international suc-
cess by the power of social media, One Di-
rection’s three albums – Up All Night, Take 
Me Home and Midnight Memories – broke 
several records, topped the charts of most 
major markets, and generated hit singles 
which include ‘What Makes You Beautiful’, 
‘Live While We’re Young’ and ‘Story of My 
Life.’”

She says she likes them, aside from 
their music, because they are so hand-
some. But she doesn’t know why they are 
called One Direction. I did my research. 
According to Wikipedia, “Harry came up 
with the band name because he thought 
the band had to go in ‘one direction’ to win 
it all. Well, they didn’t win the X Factor UK, 
but they did win the world!” 

Nothing spiritual in this band, but hav-
ing “one direction” in life, and ultimately 
serving God, would surely make God hap-
py. I’d love to go for one direction and “win 
it all” as well.

____________

When I was a boy scout, we were 
taught how to use the compass. In one 
hike we lost our way because the needle 
in the compass got stuck and pointed to 
the wrong north. 

In the past, I have also been ticketed 
for violations involving not following signs 
like “No Parking” or “No U-Turn”.

Three years ago, I was convinced by 
a friend to buy a Magellan GPS naviga-
tor, which I never used. In the course of 

my driving, I have lost my way and made 
some wrong turns, while the GPS was at 
left at home in a box.

Somehow, we can have all the gad-
gets to guide us through our way but we 
would still be lost, if we do not use them, 
or don’t know how to put these to our ad-
vantage. Isn’t the bible a good similar ex-
ample?

____________

“If we are facing in the right direction, 
all we have to do is keep on walking.”

– Buddhist Proverb
____________

My good friend, Rev. Byron Quimpo, 
came home recently for a visit. He was my 
classmate in basic engineering in a Baptist 
university in Iloilo. He worked as an elec-
trical engineer after graduation, and then 
after a few years took up theology so he 
could become a pastor. I lost touch with 
him for several years after he attended my 
wedding, only to learn he had migrated 
to the US and had become a pastor. At a 
recent visit after we had reconnected sev-
eral years back, he described to me his 
challenges as a “church builder.” He has 
to seek out those who needed to know Je-
sus, the bible and those in need of spiritual 
direction.

I asked him what it takes to become a 
pastor. He said one has to have a calling 
because it takes some great personal sac-
rifices to build a church. In the beginning, a 
church builder is on his own and depends 
entirely on his own financial means, and 
slowly from the collections during services 
in the congregation. It starts with a couple 

or two. As one builds the church, he ap-
plies for support for which there is a lot of 
requirements and takes time. Eventually, 
the pastor gets funding from the bigger or-
ganization but only for a very limited time, 
around 3 years. It involves a lot of hard 
work and, he emphasizes, prayers to be a 
successful pastor.  

I asked him how he decided to be-
come one; he said he discerned that the 
world did not need more engineers. He 
was called and found his direction to be-
come a pastor from his discernment.

____________

In my last year in engineering, I had 
a subject on navigational aids taught by 
Engr. Andres Rey, Jr. Aside from his being 
a great and a very friendly professor, the 
subject was also very interesting. It was 
about the navigational aids of airplanes, 
instrument landing systems (ILS), visual 
aids that pilots use to land planes. I cannot 
recall most of what was discussed in that 
subject but the concept of the ILS stuck 
with me. As Wikipedia defines it, the ILS is 
“a radio beam transmitter that provides a 
direction for approaching aircraft that tune 
their receiver to the ILS frequency and is 
a ground-based instrument approach sys-
tem that provides precision guidance to 
an aircraft approaching and landing on a 
runway, using a combination of radio sig-
nals.” What I also clearly remember was 
that when the airplane’s ILS fails, the pilot 
has to depend on the lights and the visual 
aids that airports provide.

Much like when one’s capabilities fall 
short of the challenges and obstacles in 

On God’s direction
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Rey Mella and 
Rev. Byron 
Quimpo (right), a 
pastor and church 
builder in Long 
Beach, California. 
They are such 
good friends that 
Rey named his 
only son after 
him.

On God’s...
Continued from page 18

life, one defaults to finding God. At least that’s what I know I 
did. When things became really rough and I could not figure out 
what to do, I call on God and ask for wisdom and directions.

A recent article of Life Optimizer entitled “4 Essential Things 
You Need to Prepare for Difficult Times” reminded people about 
a 4-point strategy for one to be prepared for big challenges. It 
said that one has to have an emergency fund, a network of rela-
tionships, knowledge and faith.  On faith, the writer said, “When 
you are in a dark time, the most important thing you need is 
faith. Why? Because you may not be able to see the light at the 
end of the tunnel, so you need faith to keep going. A strong faith, 
however, doesn’t come overnight. You need to build it over time 
through spiritual habits. In my case, those habits are praying, 
reading the Scripture and attending annual retreats.” 

____________

A mother went to wake her son up for church one Sunday 
morning. When she knocked on his door, he said, “I’m not go-
ing!” 

“Why not?” asked his mother. “I’ll give you two good rea-
sons,” he said. “One, they don’t like me. Two, I don’t like them.” 

His mother replied, “I’ll give you two good reasons why 
YOU WILL go to church. One, you’re 47 years old. Two, you’re 
the pastor!” 

– www.charlesspecht.com
____________

“The mind of man plans his way, But the LORD directs 
his steps.”

– Proverbs 16:9

An Offering
You brought me to this world naked
And I struggled hard to learn
The ways of coping with the twists
And turns of living in this world.
Brick by brick, block by block,
I built something of the little I have,
In my family, in my work,
A career, a reputation,
A mass of relationships; all good.

But I learn that making a living 
Is only a part of living a life,
Important as these things may be,
For I am of this world.
Until I see Your Spirit living in me,
Slowly and with great struggle,
And it shall not be denied.

I look for You, and You will find me.
I will be ready when you come,
For You will come when I am ready.
To fulfill Your will for me,
For my will is Yours to fulfill.
I am now full, but soon will be empty,
For my emptiness is Yours to fill.
While my heart leaks worldly joys,
Only Your joy shall sate my heart.
And I will return to You naked but blessed,
and alone.
The only offering I can give.

Chacho Angeles
Thessalonians BCGG
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Calendar of Activities:  May - July 2014
May Venue Contacts / Sponsors
3 Sat  Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center South Sector, Youth Ministry
   Multi-Purpose Hall (3rd Floor)
   Guadalupe, Makati City
15  Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
18 MEFP Family Day TBA MEFP 426-4206
24-25 Team Training Seminar Cefam MEFP 426-4206 
June
7 Sat  Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center North Sector, Outreach Ministry
   Multi-Purpose Hall (3rd Floor) 
19  Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
20-22  Marriage Encounter Weekend BLD Covenant House Josie Llamas 821-0639
 ME Class 117 – P3,400/couple Dasmariñas, Cavite Ramie/Mimi Santos 853-0363
July
5 Sat  Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Central Sector
   Multi-Purpose Hall (3rd Floor) Formation Ministry
12 Prayer Orientation Workshop TBA Magis Deo 426-7191
17  Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191

May Birthday Celebrants
1 Mon Go Beatitudes
1 Mia Parada Psalm 46-Samaritans
2 Helen Nabong ME Class 107
2 Fely Redual Jeremiah-Philippians
3 Vic Hurna Mustard Seed
3 Steph Martinez Song of Ruth
3 Eden Santiago ME Class 114
4 Elvie Lepasana ME Class 116
4 Maricel Suarez Tala
5 Edwin Biola James, Brother of John
5 Lito Naldo Psalm 46-Samaritans
6 Patchot Abapo Jeremiah-Philippians
7 Cora Ona Archangel Gabriel
7 Bianca Rufino ME Class 111
8 Vina Dimanalata Good Shepherd
8 Harvs Gatbonton ME Class 112
8 Pat Laguio ME Class 107
9 Jonnie Tabilog James, Brother of John
10 Jon Cobico Thessalonians
10 Ricky Sun Archangel Gabriel
10 Derbs Tobias ME Class 109
11 Art Santos Thessalonians
13 Nette Puthenpurekal Easter
14 Jane Aldeguer Mustard Seed
16 Meg Fajardo James, Brother of John
17 Ranfu Rufino ME Class 111
17 Rjay Santos Ephesians
18 Lyra Yamat ME Class 114
19 Caloy Ang Tala
19 Val Bisquera Beatitudes
19 Gracie Claro ME Class 111
20 May Colcol ME Class 108
20 Precy Cruz Thessalonians
20 Danny Dimayuga Sirach
20 Glo Umali Magnificat
21 Jacqui Buenaflor Genesis of David
21 Terry Lim Easter
21 Lilian Manila ME Class 98
21 Evelyn San Pedro Cana
25 Uriel Castillo Archangel Gabriel
25 Bambi Yaneza Thessalonians
26 Arnold Ibana ME Class 114
27 Anchit Chua Chiaco John
27 Benz Dimanalata Good Shepherd
27 Tippi Reyes ME Class 111
27 Claro Santos Agnus Dei
28 Cernan Caputero ME Class 109
28 Mac De Guzman ME Class 112
28 Gladys De Veyra ME Class 98
28 Boboy Serrano Genesis of David

29 Mino Exconde ME Class 116
29 Leo Moselina Mustard Seed
30 Bebot Hurna Mustard Seed
31 Rey Mella Ephesians
31 Mimi Santos Psalm 46-Samaritans

May Wedding Anniversaries
1 Gene & Eve Bañez Agnus Dei
1 Bong+ & Emma Punzalan Sirach
2 Leo & Marilyn Soliman Corinthians
3 Arnel & Bernie Isip Corinthians
5 Boy & Merl Cruz James, Brother of John
5 JR & Julie Mendoza ME Class 109
5 Franco & Tippi Reyes ME Class 111
6 Arnold & Dang Ibana ME Class 114
7 Lito & Anne Naldo Psalm 46-Samaritans
11 Fil+ & Anne Alfonso John
12 Atoy & Malou Apo Exodus
12 Rico & Terry Lim Easter
15 Gary & Marivic Canoso Magnificat
16 Benjie & Ellen Castro ME Class 116
16 Levy & Roxanne Espiritu Transfiguration
17 Mon & Loung Cuartero ME Class 111
18 Mon & Alice Go Beatitudes
18 Dennis & Peaches Plaza Easter
20 Manny & Nancy Martin Tala
20 Jonnie & Arlyn Tabilog James, Brother of John
21 Winter & Jane Regino ME Class 115
24 Celso & Siony Martinez Magnificat
24 Benny & Genie Toledo ME Class 110
26 Caloy+ & Hilda Del Rosario Beatitudes

Birthdays - First 10 days of  June
1 Jo Folloso ME Class 102
1 Dels Sangalang Psalm 46-Samaritans
2 Marlyn Angeles Thessalonians
2 Deo Baccay ME Class 116
2 Nessa Santos Prodigal 102
3 Chito Babaran Magnificat
3 Cora Buenaventura Sirach
4 Cora De Guzman Beatitudes
4 Manolet Rodriguez 
4 Joanne Toledo ME Class 110
5 Ai Tabios ME Class 112
6 Carmen Ancheta ME Class 108
6 Jhun Coronel Magnificat
6 Roger Relucio ME Class 107
7 Lee Bueno ME Class 106
7 Cheng Castañeda ME Class 99
7 Robert Santiago ME Class 108
9 Ciso Cayabyab Jeremiah-Philippians
            Continued on page 13


