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The Community Service Ministry 
(CSM) sponsored an Advent Recollection 
on November 14, 2015 at the Lay Forma-
tion Center of San Carlos Seminary. In-
stead of the usual 1st Saturday Community 
Celebration, the CSM and the Pastoral 
Council deemed an Advent Recollection 
would be more appropriate for our mem-
bers since the season of Advent is fast ap-
proaching.

Fr. Dave Concepcion conducted the 
recollection and celebrated Holy Mass af-
ter his talk. The North and South Sectors 
sponsored the agape/fellowship after the 
mass.

The recollection is about the anticipa-
tion and hope of Advent. Fr. Dave focused 
on the meaning of Advent and how to at-
tain a meaningful Advent.

The meaning and spirit of “Advent”
The word ADVENT means coming 

or arrival. The entire season is about the 
preparation for and the celebration of the 
coming or the birth of Jesus Christ. This 
is the first advent. The anticipation of the 
return of Christ the King is the second ad-
vent.

Advent symbolizes the spiritual jour-
ney of individuals and congregations as 
they affirm that Christ has come, lives in 
us, and will come again to rule us with 
Truth, Justice and Righteousness! Advent 
marks the spirit of expectation, anticipa-
tion, and longing. We expect and antici-
pate that the Lord shall judge and hold us 
accountable for what we have done in our 
time. We long for God to come and set 
things right for us and yet we sometimes 
passively wait for his coming. Why can’t 
we be actively waiting and preparing our-
selves for his coming?

Talk 1: Life is short and death is 
certain.

Advent is not just a season, but also 
a way of life. In the remaining years of our 
life, have we asked God, “Lord, what do 
you want me to do?” 

The average life expectancy of man 
is about 75 to 80 years. Someday we will 
all breathe our last in this world and pass 
away. When we meet our Lord on Judg-
ment Day he will ask us what we have 
done for his greater glory. We may have 
achieved all the best the world offers; yet 

in the end, all the wealth, 
achievements and awards 
will not matter. They will all 
be taken away from us. 

The Lord said, “You 
came to this world with 
nothing and you will leave 
this world with nothing.” 
What is important is that 
we are able to leave a 
legacy to our children, that 
we shall be able to prepare 
them for the coming of the 
Lord. When we die, people 
will not remember us for the 
amount of money we made, 

the awards we garnered, or what we have 
become. Rather, we will be remembered 
by those we have left behind, by what 
they have become because of us. Life is 
not about doing what we think is the right 
thing, but doing what the Lord wants us to 
do!

Fr. Dave gave us an example about 
us being in Magis Deo. It is not enough 
that we are members of the community. 
Magis Deo is just a vehicle and venue to 
fulfill what the Lord wants us to be. We 
need to pray and discern what he desires 
us to be. We need to be sensitive to our 
calling. Magis Deo’s role is to assist us in 
our search for the Lord’s calling. The For-
mation Ministry can help us in our search.

If you say YES to God, he will bless 
you and will curse those who persecute 
you. Let us not fear knowing what he wants 
us to be. Know the purpose of our lives. 
Everyone is born with a purpose. Once we 
discover it, let us share that purpose with 
others so that they can also prepare for 
the coming of the Lord. It is not enough 
that we provide them with shelter, nourish-
ment, and education. We need to provide 
them too with the skills to discern their call-
ing. It will be the saddest story if we do 
not see our children in heaven. Everyone’s 
wish is that our loved ones reach heaven.
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Mite as 
might

08 November 2015
Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

Let us celebrate today as Wid-
ow’s Day. We humbly bow 
our heads in praise for the 
numerous widows who have 

lovingly raised their families and served 
their communities with such dedication, 
sacrifice, and faith in God. Their mite is 
might indeed. This is no less than a mir-
acle that comes from God’s love for them, 
and their love for him in return.

In today’s First Reading, Elijah asked 
a widow to feed him, in spite of her own 
and her son’s needs as being more than 
his. But with God’s inspiration, she did 
what she could for Elijah, after which she 
attended to her own and her son’s needs.

Likewise, the Gospel reading for to-
day, as narrated by Christ himself, singles 
out a poor widow who contributed all that 
she had; two small coins worth a few cents 
in the temple treasury, whereas many rich 
people contributed large sums from the 
surplus of their wealth.

In our own country, there are many 
such poor widows who are able to carry 
on with their own lives, take care of their 
children, and at the same time reach out 
to other poor families in their communities. 
The lifespan of our women seems to be 
longer in general, and so there are more 
widows than widowers. In many of our par-
ishes all over the country, there are quite 
a number of such widows who help out in 
parish work, especially on weekends, in 
spite of their own responsibilities of tak-

ing care of their own children. In Payatas 
alone here in Quezon City, there are quite 
a number of such widows, who are able to 
raise their children and help out in parish 
apostolates on Sundays. What strikes me 
even more is the loving dedication that you 
see in them. I attribute this to their spiri-
tuality, which is quite evident even in the 
way they live their daily lives. Their faith in 
God is quite strong and visible in the way 
they live their daily lives, and in the way 
they relate to one another and to the com-
munity. Payatas is only one of the many 
poor communities all over the Philippines 
where such typical widows live and die.

In another province, many decades 
ago, there was a young mother in her ear-
ly twenties. She delivered her second son 
on the very day of her husband’s funeral. 
I have written her life story in this column 
many years ago, but it is worth repeating. 
She remarried a decade later, but after six 
years and three more children, she was 
widowed for the second time. Even with 
children to take care of, she worked hard 
as a teacher, sewer, and baker, to send 
her children to school.

Believe it or not, she succeeded in 
sending them through college. Not only 
that. One son became a Brigadier General 
in the Philippine Air Force. A second son 
became a Rear Admiral in the Philippine 
Navy, a third son died heroically in ac-
tion as a Lieutenant Colonel in the Phil-
ippine Air Force. Lastly but not least, her 
two daughters both ended as successful 
professionals. Through it all, our widowed 
mother not only worked for her income but 
also helped as a dedicated parish volun-
teer. Her life as a widow twice was no less 
than a miracle.

Such lives among poor and unknown 
widows are also found among the upper 
sectors of society. In the history of the 
church, we cannot ignore the life of St. 
Elizabeth Seton, who was canonized by 
Pope Paul in 1975. The spiritual writer, 
Msgr. Arthur Tonne, narrates her life-sto-
ry in such a short but inspiring way. The 
young Elizabeth and her husband were 
both originally American Episcopalians. 
They had already five children when her 
husband contracted tuberculosis and died 
a few years later. She supported her fam-
ily by teaching, and later was converted to 

Catholicism. Not only that. She founded 
the first American branch of the Sisters of 
Charity in 1810. This started free schools 
for Catholic children, which became the 
American parochial school system. St. 
Elizabeth Seton was the first native born 
American saint. She died at the age of 46. 
There you are. A widow!

Coming back to our own country, 
how can we ever forget our first female 
President, Corazon Aquino, who was also 
a widow. After our People Power revolu-
tion in 1986, we chose her to replace the 
deadly Marcos martial law regime. Cory’s 
presidency was the exact opposite of the 
previous one. Her moral integrity, love for 
God and country, compassion for the poor, 
and dedication to her work, were all out-
standing qualities that she shared with us. 
So there you are. Another widow! Not only 
that. Our current President is her own son, 
and he is likewise following his mother’s 
inspiration. Like mother, like son.

Let us not conclude then, that to be an 
inspiring Christian, you have to be a wid-
ow. In fact, God is missioning every single 
one of us to likewise live our faith with such 
love and dedication as those amazing wid-
ows did. Each one of us is a unique person 
with his/her unique qualities as given by 
our Creator. Can you imagine if more and 
more of us were to activate and maximize 
with loving sacrifice our time, talents, and 
treasures for God and neighbor?

Indeed, there is hope for our country!
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 Editorial

The Advent season has finally 
arrived, marking the start of a new 
Liturgical year. “Advent” comes 
from the Latin word “Advenio” – “to 
come to” the greatest love inter-
vention of all time – when God 
became human, and thus made it 
possible for us to become divine. 1 

Advent is a time for remembering, 
celebrating and believing. We remember 
the first coming of Christ – His human 
birth in Bethlehem fulfilling the hopes and 
dreams for a long awaited Savior. We cel-
ebrate His continuing presence each day 
of our lives, as we grow in grace and love 
through the Sacrament of the Eucharist 
and serve together in community. And 
we believe in full faith that He is risen, 
has returned to the Father, and will come 
again at the end of time. Then truly all will 
be ONE.

Our Catholic Church uses symbols 
and liturgy to help us enter into the spirit 
of the season. The Advent Wreath is one 
such beautiful symbol. Made from the 
branches of evergreen trees, trees that do 
not lose their leaves in the dead cold of 
winter, and woven into a circle, the wreath 
symbolizes LIFE ETERNAL, now made 
possible because the Savior is born. 

1  (Oh, that sneaky serpent in the 
Garden – he was telling the truth when he 
tempted Adam and Eve. A half-truth but still a 
truth – yes, they (and all of us) could be like God 
– BUT – by following God’s will, not our own, or 
the evil one’s!) 

Four candles, 3 purple and 1 pink, 
are arranged on its branches, and a white 
candle is placed at its center. One candle 
is lit on each Sunday of Advent and each 
represents an aspect of the spiritual 
preparation for the coming of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ. 

Purple is the color of Advent and 
reminds us the Son of God is coming and 
we must “make way for the coming of the 
Lord.” It is the time to PURIFY ourselves, 
to remove all the negative attachments 
we cling to and keep us from opening our 
hearts to Him. Like Lent, the priests wear 
purple vestments and “Glory to God” is 
omitted during mass. On the third Sun-
day, known as Gaudete Sunday, priests 
wear pink or rose-colored vestments, 
evoking feelings of lightness and joy, 
encouraging us to continue our prayers 
and good deeds and reminding us that 
Christmas is near. 

The first purple candle has been 
called the “Prophecy candle” in remem-
brance of the prophets, especially Isaiah, 
who foretold the coming and life of Christ. 
This candle symbolizes man’s EARNEST 
HOPE for the coming of Emmanuel.

The second purple candle is called 
the “Bethlehem candle” and symbolizes 
Christ’s manger. This second candle rep-
resents LOVE – the love God the Father 
has for us that He sent His only begotten 
Son to be with us and to suffer for us in 
order that our sins may be forgiven.

The third candle, a pink one, is called 
the “Shepherds’ candle” and is lighted on 

Gaudete Sunday. It symbolizes JOY, our 
rejoicing as the coming of Emmanuel is 
near. 

The last purple candle, known as 
the “Angels candle” symbolizes PEACE, 
the peace that emanates from the light of 
Christ. The lighting of this candle declares 
that our preparation is over and that we 
are ready to welcome Christ.

Lastly, the white candle at the center 
of the wreath is lit on Christmas Eve 
and is called the “Christ candle.” White 
symbolizes CHRIST’S PURITY AND 
SINLESSNESS and those who receive 
Christ as their Savior are washed of their 
sins and are likewise “made whiter than 
snow.”

The Church invites families to light 
the Advent wreath so that we can teach 
our children the truer, deeper meaning 
of this beautiful season. It is an opportu-
nity to place Christ back at the center of 
Christmas for that is what this is all about. 
A family, after all, is a domestic church – 
“isang munting simbahan” –and its role in 
the sacred task of making its members be 
like God can never be overemphasized.

On December 6, Magis Deo will 
come together as a community to cel-
ebrate Family Day. Let us all inspire one 
another in preparing ourselves during this 
season. May this Advent season point not 
only to the memory of the babe lying in a 
manger – that is history, that is past – but 
to Christ with us NOW, in the Eucharist, 
in community, in our mission to continue 

Purple and pink 
and purity –

The colors of 
Advent

Continued on page 5
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Ricky & Trixie Sun, Archangel Gabriel BCGG

 Council Corner

With gratitude
and

fidelity

Regie & Daisy de Guzman
2015 Chaircouple
Corinthians BCGG

In his homily during holy mass at the Couples’ Night, Fr. 
James said, “Our mission is not measured by its success, 
but by its fidelity”…

Relating that statement to our dear Magis Deo, in our discern-
ment the day after, Regie and I felt sad and disturbed because 
we know that as our term as this year’s Pastoral Council Chair 
Couple ends this month, we are leaving behind two major con-
cerns that we tried hard but failed to address: igniting in our mem-
bers the desire to readily accept leadership responsibilities (such 
as Committee, BCGG/Sector/Ministry head, etc.), and raising the 
number and quality of ME Weekend recruits who in turn will be the 
potential future members and leaders of our community.

A few days after the leadership was turned over to us in De-
cember last year, we lost a very promising couple due to family 
members’ health concerns that they had to attend to. But as the 
saying goes, when God closes the door, windows will be wide 
open to allow more blessings to come in. Indeed, God gave us a 
couple who not only showed deep commitment, but did more than 
we expected. As the second quarter started, another couple failed 
to be with us in our activities as a council, again due to health and 
domestic concerns. We do not want to sound sour-graping, but we 
feel that you need to know these concerns we had as a working 
group of volunteers in our Pastoral Council.

Given this situation, we are humbled by the support given to 
us by our Spiritual Director, the Council of Advisers and the com-
munity front liners, namely the 21 BCGG Heads, 6 Ministry Heads 
and several Committee heads, and, of course, the indefatigable 
efforts of the other five Pastoral Council couple-members.

Focusing on the thrusts we identified at the start of the year, 
we were able to review, finalize and present to the servant lead-
ers of Magis Deo the BCGG Guidelines prepared by the Praxis 

Christ’s interrupted mission. So that when He comes again in 
the third and final coming, we can say “Lord, we give you back 
all you have entrusted to us, and look, Lord, through You and 
with You and in You, all is holy.”

Stir up our hearts, o Lord,
To prepare the paths of Thine only begotten son:

That we may worthily serve Thee
With hearts purified by His coming:

Who livest and reignest with God the Father
In the unity of the Holy Spirit,

Ever one God, world without end.
Amen.

Purple and pink...  Continued from page 4

Continued on page 13
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 Coupled View
Ricky & Gi Valencia, Easter BCGG

#Ricky

“Twinkle, twinkle little star…“ As a very young boy, I heard 
this ditty sung to me by my yaya. She said, “Wish at the first star 
you see and your wish will come true.” So right about sunset, I 
looked for the first star and I made my wish. I am still wishing that 
same wish up to this very day.

It turns out that the brightest object and the one that first ap-
pears at night is the planet Venus. No wonder my wish has not 
been granted. I have not been wishing on a star. It doesn’t even 
twinkle. Not even Jiminy Cricket could sing my wish to reality.

The ditty “Twinkle, Twinkle” is a setting of Jane Taylor’s “The 
Star” to an 18th century French tune “Ah! vous dirai-je, maman.” 
Up to this day, I can’t get the tune out of my head. On second 
thought, I don’t want it out of my head. It reminds me of my child-
hood, the alphabet, and a certain black sheep. Mozart even wrote 
twelve variations on it. I guess he can’t get it out of his head also. 
I digress, so forgive me. I have been wandering into Wikipedia for 
far too long.

What is the point? Do not wish upon a planet. The chance of 
it coming true is as astronomical as winning the lotto.

So I try looking for a real star. As I gaze at the night sky over 
our house, I see a bright orange haze lit up by the airport. I could 
only imagine stars littering the heavens behind this veil. There is 
no hope of stars showing their sparkle tonight. It’s been quite a 
while since I’ve seen a star-filled sky.

Over two millennia ago, a star rose from the horizon and it 
was seen by three Magi. The star offered much hope to a nation. 
Back then, stars cluttered the night sky, so the star of hope was 
lost in the multitude. The rush and entanglement of daily life, the 
cries of mothers and fathers over their silenced infants, and the 
shadow of a fearful king made their hearts heavy and their heads 
bowed. They did not see the rising star.

Had I been there, with all my aches and worries, would I both-
er looking up and wonder upon that star? Would my heart sing 
“Twinkle, twinkle” like in my childhood days and place my hope 
in a playmate sleeping beneath its gaze? Can I trust this child to 
grant my wish and make my dreams come true?

As I pray, I meet the child. He will not fulfill my every wish but 
instead asks of me to make his dream come true. He asks that I 
dream with him. He tells me, “Come follow me.” That is his wish.

There are other stars to wish upon but tonight I can clearly 
see one. Something flickers inside me when I ponder whether to 
grant His wish or not. Hopefully, it is hope. Twinkle! Twinkle!

#Gi

“People suffer not because they have lost hope, but be-
cause they are unable to give up hoping. It is the people who 
hope who are tortured.” (Ulrich Beck, German Sociologist).

I recall that as a little kid, Christmas for me was filled with 
hope. Not the spiritual kind of hope but the earthly kind. I had 
a Christmas list which I gave to my mother and I watched her 
face anxiously as she scanned my list in a noncommittal manner. 
Then, she would say, “It will be up to Santa Claus to decide if he 
will give you everything in the list. If he chooses not to, I am sure 
you will still be very happy with what he will give.” It was my moth-
er’s attempt to brainwash me into being happy with whatever I got 
for Christmas. I did not allow myself to be brainwashed. Instead, 
I chose to hope that Santa would give me everything I wanted.

There was one toy I kept asking for each time Christmas 
rolled around but Santa would not give it. Each year, I would an-
ticipate that this time, he would grant me that toy, and each year 
I was let down. I never gave up hoping for three years until I out-
grew the toy. To this day, I can still remember the gratifying feel-
ing of hope when it twinkles brightly and the disheartening effect 
when the twinkle fades and my hope is unfulfilled.

This year for me is peppered with adversities one after the 
other. I have more than my usual quota compared to the previ-
ous years. The more afflictions I have, the more I have hope. St. 
Paul said to be joyful in hope. From my experience, even with-
out St. Paul saying this, there is really joy in hope. It makes the 
hard times easier to bear without much complaint. However, what 
happens to me when the bright twinkle of hope fades and my 
expectations do not materialize? I become disturbed. With a tinge 
of annoyance, I ask God, “Why do you dangle a string and when 

Continued on page 12
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Psalmaritans BCGG, duly supported by the Magis Deo 
Community, spearheaded a relief goods distribution/outreach program 
in Calumpit Bulacan; Caudillo, Cabanatuan; and Bayambang, 
Pangasinan last November 7 and 8, 2015. Heading this activity are 
Leony & Mia Parada, with our go-getter BCGG head Cesar & Delsa 
Sangalang, supportive BCGG members Ramie & Mimi Santos, Agnes 
Tumaneng and son Piolo, Anne Naldo and son Manuel, and Tony 
Vistan. Also with us were the staff of the Paradas, and a truck carrying 
the goods.

We started our journey with a rendezvous and breakfast at the 
Santos residence. We then headed out in two vans at around 10 am. 
Mennen & Elyn Aracid of Easter BCGG joined us at the Calumpit 
municipal hall where Mayor Jesse de Jesus welcomed us. We began 
distributing to 166 recipients holding claim stubs as organized by the 
mayor’s staff. Hungry but grateful for the opportunity to help, we then 
convoyed to Cabanatuan where we ravished 3 buckets of Chicken Joy 
compliments of Ramie Santos. We went to an anticipated mass as 
thanksgiving for our blessings and continued safety. We enjoyed a little 
R & R with our dinner then it was off to rest at Village Inn as we had an 
early start the next day. 

After breakfast, we headed to Caudillo which was badly hit, being 
a low lying area beside the river. Our hearts sank as we made our way 
there seeing rice fields totally covered with mud, and people cleaning 
out the mud from their houses. We met with the parishioners under the 
stewardship of Fr. Mike Veneracion and Fr. Venues then distributed 
153 relief packages. To hear the people’s words of thanks brought joy 
to us despite the heat and dust. After a quick lunch and pasalubong 
buying at the famous Cakeland restaurant, we proceeded to our last 
destination, Bayambang. In coordination with Fr. Allan Abuan, we were 
met by Fr. Jasper Hebron and his sister Janice at their chapel. After 
an engaging intro by Leony with his ever-ready Ilocano jokes, we gave 
the remaining 105 packages.  We headed home tired but with hearts 
overflowing with love from those we helped.

The trip was physically exhausting but the reward was more 
worthwhile: to be able to share our time, talent and treasure with those 
who were powerless against the wrath of Typhoon Lando. To see 
desperate faces burst into smiles upon receiving our little gifts. To know 
that while we cannot replace the possessions they lost in the typhoon, 
we at least were able to provide sustenance for a day or two.  To have 
the opportunity to share, to help, to bring comfort and help make our 
brethren smile and stand tall while they rebuild their lives. To all whose 
lives we touched that weekend, “Thank you for touching our hearts.”

TO GOD BE THE GLORY.

Relief Operations for
Typhoon Lando

victims
Anne Naldo, Psalm 46-Samaritans BCGG



8 Magis

Am I? “I Am!”
_____________________________

“Love is the flower;
Mercy is the fruit.”

- – St. Faustina Kowalska

It is the advent season. Things are coming to an end, things are coming to begin…

…coming to an end:

The Gospel of the first week of Advent – Luke 21:25-28, 
34-36 – reminds us that everything in this world is fleeting. As 
the words of the Gospel put it, the ending is frightening. We no 
longer ask, “WHY?” Our biggest question is “AM I” ready for the 
end? “AM I” ready alone or “AM I” prepared with others along 
the way?

The Year of the Poor which the Church of the Philippines 
celebrates from 2014 to 2015 is about to end. We no longer ask 
the “WHYs.” Our biggest questions are: “AM I” a factor in mak-
ing the lives of Filipinos better? Have the poor became richer 
because of me? “AM I” a contributor at least, in making the 
poor richer in their experience God; an experience that is more 
concrete, more profound, deeper? “AM I” richer myself in the 
experience of the love of God and neighbor?

…coming to begin:

The Jubilee Year of Mercy is commencing. The Jubilee door 
was opened by the Holy Father unusually, outside of Rome. Our 
biggest question is no longer “WHY?” Our greatest question is 
“AM I” merciful? The Year of the Poor is the best preparation for 
the Jubilee Year of Mercy. The degree of participation I tendered 
as member of the Magis Deo Community in the Year of the Poor 
is the same intensity and passion I am putting in the Jubilee 
Year of Mercy. The truthfulness of my authentic witnessing in the 
graces of the Year of the Poor, is evident as I bear richer love 
of God and neighbor in myself, in my family, and amongst the 
people closest to me. I imbibed, embodied the teachings and 
the lessons of the Year of the Poor. “I AM” ready therefore, to 
be merciful! St. Faustina clearly expressed in her Diary: “Love 
is (only) the flower; Mercy is the fruit!” The fruit of my loving wit-
ness is mercy. 

A love that is contained within me, unexpressed, unfelt by 
the creations around me is incomplete, lacking, exploding in 
anticipation of what it could become. A love, if it is indeed love 
calls for expression. It is fecund! It cannot stay in itself. It shouts 

to be shared; to be multiplied! This is the love of God. This is 
Christmas!

This means that if we truly enrich the lives of others and 
our lives as well with the experience of God; if we made others 
richer, probably not in material things, but richer in the love of 
God and neighbor; then, our love is bearing fruit – and the fruit is 
MERCY!

If the Lord Jesus and our Holy Mother the Church so ask of 
us this Christmas: “What is the best gift you can offer this Christ-
mas? Is it love? Is it mercy? Where is your love? Where is your 
mercy? We can proudly say in all faithfulness and hope: “I AM!”

Together we pray with the Holy Father the Prayer for the 
Jubilee Year of Mercy:

Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly 
Father, and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him.

Show us your face and we will be saved. Your loving gaze freed Zac-
chaeus and Matthew from being enslaved by money; the adulteress 
and Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created things; made 
Peter weep after his betrayal, and assured Paradise to the repentant 
thief.

Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the words that you 
spoke to the Samaritan woman: “If you knew the gift of God!”

You are the visible face of the invisible Father, of the God who mani-
fests his power above all by forgiveness and mercy: let the Church be 
your visible face in the world, its Lord risen and glorified.

You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in weakness in or-
der that they may feel compassion for those in ignorance and error: let 
everyone who approaches them feel sought after, loved, and forgiven 
by God.

Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing, so 
that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord, and 
your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring good news to the 
poor, proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed, and restore sight 
to the blind.  

We ask this through the intercession of Mary, Mother of Mercy, you 
who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and 
ever.

Amen.

 Reflections
Daisy de Guzman, Corinthians BCGG
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 Musical Notes

A little of hope...
 a little of love...
  a little of kindness...

Frank Reyes, Psalm 98 BCGG

Frank, Gerald, Gladys and Lola Estrellita

While watching GMA News last 
October 13, Bam Alegre’s news seg-
ment “Paandar” caught my attention. He 
featured 9-year old Gladys dela Cruz who 
is very good in Math. She stopped going 
to school after finishing 
Grade 1 due to poverty. 
She needed to help her 
Lola Estrellita sell cup-
cakes, mamon and raisin 
bread to the students of 
San Beda College and 
Centro Escolar University.

On October 18, Ms. 
Jessica Soho’s program 
featured Gladys again. 
This time Gladys was with 
her 10-year-old cousin, 
Gerald Tamayo. Gerald 
is a Grade 4 student and 
a scholar of T. Alonzo 
Elementary School in 
Legarda, Manila. He also 
helps Lola Estrellita sell 
cupcakes and sampaguita 
garlands during weekends 
and holidays. Ms. Soho 
interviewed Gladys and Gerald to get to 
know their background and special talent. 
Out of curiosity she challenged them to 
answer Math questions. They both easily 
answered her questions, even the difficult 
ones.

In spite of difficulties, Gladys and 
Gerald have big dreams in life. Gladys 
wants to become a civil engineer; Gerald 
wants to become an accountant.

I was struck by the talent, determina-
tion and potential of Gladys and Gerald. 
Because of poverty, they were immedi-
ately exposed to difficulties of life, and, 
early on, to earn a living to survive. Their 
Lola Estrellita, 65, is getting old and can 
hardly raise her three grandchildren living 
with her, including Gerald’s younger sister 
who is deaf and mute.

God must be inviting me to reach 
out to the dela Cruz family. After watch-
ing these GMA-7 programs, I had this 
distinct and urgent feeling to help them 
in whatever little way I can. The next day, 
October 19, I contacted the GMA-7 office 

of Ms. Jessica Soho and got the address 
of the dela Cruz family. With the help of 
my niece I was able to locate their place 
at 86 Santiago St., West Frisco, Quezon 
City.

They live in a neighborhood of infor-
mal settlers who occupy both sidewalks 
of the road. I was not able to go to their 
house since I would need to enter a very 
narrow and dark alley. Their neighbor, 
Mr. Roy Sarmiento, sent a messenger to 
notify and bring the dela Cruz family. Mr. 
Sarmiento generously offered his house 
beside the street so I could comfortably 
interview the family. After ten minutes, 
Lola Estrellita, Gladys and Gerald arrived. 
I handed them a bag of groceries as my 
“pasalubong.” My niece gave some cash. 
We talked for more than 30 minutes.

Lola Estrellita confessed that they 
lived in a “kariton” along Recto Avenue for 
many years. They were fortunate that for 
the past 15 months they had a shelter be-
cause GMA-7 had featured them in Vicky 
Morales’ program, “Wish ko Lang.” GMA-

7 awarded them P15,000 
so they could rent a small 
place of their choice.

This cash grant is 
about to be depleted 
this month of November. 
So, their next problem 
is their monthly rent for 
the succeeding months 
and years. Lola Estrellita 
fears that without a sure 
extra income of P1,000 a 
month for rent, they might 
end up living in a “kari-
ton” again. Their meager 
income of P200 to P250 
a day from selling cup-
cakes and raisin bread, 
is not sufficient for their 
daily subsistence that 
includes food, electricity, 

water, and the transportation allowance of 
Gerald to and from school. He needs at 
least P40 a day for this.

When I shared this unique experience 
at our BCGG meeting, Ferdie Cruz prom-
ised to give his monthly share. With our 
combined financial assistance to the dela 
Cruz family, starting December 1, 2015, we 
hope we can alleviate their financial woes 
and uplift their morale. For as long as there 
are still good Samaritans around and 
some people who care, there is hope.

I plan to visit the dela Cruz family by 
the end of November to bring the good 
news and to hand over their monthly 
rental of P1,000 and Gerard’s monthly 
transportation allowance of P800. What 
a simple Christmas gift for the family: a 
gift of love... a gift of hope... and a little of 
kindness.
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Stress debriefing, that’s what the Couples’ 
Night provided last Nov. 21, 2015. With the 
mayhem the APEC traffic created that week, 
the night reserved for us and our spouses was 
truly a welcome treat.

The holy mass officiated by Fr. Ruben Tan-
seco and Fr. James Gascon started promptly 
at 6:00 pm. Fr. Ruben was in his usual ele-
ment, reminding us to keep his famous phrase 
“Power of Love” in its proper place, rather than 
jumbling it backwards “Love of Power.”

The food was delicious up to the last des-
sert and the drinks garnered a handsome 
amount for charity.

Dr. Manny Gatchalian and his band put the 
crowd’s dancing feet on the floor. Their catchy 
repertoire made hips gyrate and groove to the 
beat. All in the Acropolis Clubhouse were a-
dancing. Yes, everyone, Fr. James included. 
There was no stopping the merriment; the tra-
ditional line dancing was spearheaded by su-
preme D.I. Leony Parada. It’s a pity if you were 
not dancing that night. All told, not a soul want-
ed the evening to end; but we are just mere 
mortals, subject to antok.

Citations in the form of Plaques of Rec-
ognition were given by Chaircouple Regie & 
Daisy de Guzman for the valuable service ren-
dered by BCGG shepherds, sector, ministry 
and special events heads. From us recipients, 
thank you! We offer our laurels to God and con-
tinue to serve for His greater glory.

To Harry & Helen Chua, Cesar & Marivic 
Pareja, Jojo & Jane Aldeguer and to all who 
made this wacky night so enjoyable, muchas 
gracias from the bottom of our corazons. Till 
next time, amigos.

Couples’ Night at 
Acropolis

Leo Soliman
Conrinthians BCGG
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VATICAN CITY - Pope Francis has strikingly called 
for continued development of the role of lay people in the 
Catholic church, saying they cannot be considered “‘second 
class’ members” after priests and religious but instead 
participate in Christ’s priestly role through their own work in 
the world.

In a new letter to the Pontifical Council for the Laity, 
the pontiff states that the Second Vatican Council “brought, 
among its many fruits, a new way of looking at the vocation 
and the mission of lay people in the church and in the 
world.”

Reflecting particularly on the conciliar 
constitutions Lumen gentium and Gaudium et spes, Francis 
says those documents state that lay people “participate, in 
their own way, in the priestly, prophetic, and royal function 
of Christ himself.”

“The Council, therefore, does not look at lay people as 
if they were ‘second class’ members, at the service of the 
hierarchy and only executors of orders from on high,” states 
the pope. “But as disciples of Christ who, by force of their 
baptism and their nature inserted ‘in the world,’ are called to 
animate every space, every activity, every human relation 
according to the spirit of the Gospel.”

Lay people, he states, bring “the light, hope, [and] love 
received from Christ in those places that, otherwise, might 
remain unknown to the action of God and abandoned to the 
misery of the human condition.”

“No one can carry out better than them this essential 
work ‘to see that the divine law is inscribed in the life of the 
earthly city,’” the pope continues, quoting Gaudium et spes.

Francis writes on the role of lay people in a new letter 
addressed to Cardinal Stanislaw Rylko, the head of the 
pontifical council, and released by the Vatican Thursday. 
The pontiff wrote the letter in advance of a study day the 
council is hosting for the 50th anniversary of the 1965 
council documentApostolicam actuositatem, the decree on 
the apostolate of the laity.

That council document, the pope writes, indicated that 
the work of the church is meant to be undertaken by all.

“This document has recalled with force that … the 
proclamation of the Gospel is not reserved to some 

‘mission professionals’ but should be the deep yearning 
of all lay faithful, called, in virtue of their baptism, not only 
to the Christian animation of temporal realities, but also 
to the explicit works of evangelization, proclamation and 
sanctification of peoples,” states Francis.

The pope also calls on the conference and the wider 
church to continue developing and working towards 
integrating the council’s teaching into the life of the church, 
using Pope John Paul II as an example.

“This was the pastoral stress that always animated 
St. John Paul II, as bishop and pope: Apply the Council, 
bring it to the daily life of every Christian community,” states 
Francis.

“I pray to the Lord ... so that your conference may be 
a stimulus to all -- pastors and lay faithful -- to have in their 
heart the same stress of living and carrying out the Council 
and bringing to the world the light of Christ,” he concludes.

http://ncronline.org/blogs/ncr-today/francis-lay-people-not-second-class-
members-catholic-church

Francis: Lay people not ‘second class’ 
members of Catholic church
Joshua J. McElwee  |  Nov. 12, 2015NCR Today

The Francis Chronicles

I reach out to grasp it, you yank it away? Do you enjoy 
seeing me jump for it?” Come to think of it, is it really God 
who yanks away the string? Maybe He does or maybe 
it is the effect of a world broken by sin. In any case, it is 
unpleasant and there must be more to hoping than just 
mere expectations. That is why I believe St. Paul when 
he said to be patient in affliction and to be persistent in 
prayer. Without these, hoping will just be simply torture. 

The man who made the quote above passed away 
early this year due to a heart attack. Now that he is dead, 
I wonder if he has changed his mind regarding his quote 
on hope. I will not know until I meet him in the after-
life, assuming that we will both be in the same place – 
HOPEFULLY heaven. Twinkle, twinkle…

Twinkle twinkle
Continued from page 6
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Talk 2: How to achieve your personal goals in life. 
We shall use a modern day approach, the S.M.A.R.T goal 

model, in developing sound goals for individual performance:
S – specific, 
M – measurable, 
A – achievable, 
R – reasonable, and 
T – time-bound.
SPECIFIC: Your goal should be simple and clearly defined. 

This should answer the question of the What, Why, and How of 
your S.M.A.R.T goal. Let us be specific on what we shall do for 
the greater glory of God.

MEASURABLE: Goals should be measurable so that you will 
have tangible evidence of what you have accomplished. 

ACHIEVABLE: Goals should be achievable, but can be 
stretched slightly to give a sense of challenge. You must possess 
the necessary skills, knowledge, and abilities to meet the goals.

REASONABLE or RESULT-FOCUSED: Goals should mea-
sure outcomes, not the activities.

TIME BOUND: Goals should be linked to a time frame that 
creates a practical sense of urgency or results in tension between 
the current reality and the goal. If the average life expectancy of 
man is 80 years, and if we are 50 years old now, then our time-
table should be 30 years. We focus our attention in the next 30 
years of our life. Let us give our all now for we will not be able to 
bring to the afterlife what we treasure now. Why not give now the 
treasures we have accumulated through the years before they 
are taken away from us? Let us enjoy the act of giving!

For example, “By the age of 50, I would have supported my 
spouse and my children by providing the necessary skills to dis-
cern their purpose in life by giving them my unconditional love 
and care, and the guidance of a spiritual community.”

Specific - It indicates for whom it is for (e.g., my spouse and 
children). It indicates for what purpose (to support in discerning), 
and how to achieve (by providing unconditional love, care, and 
guidance of a spiritual community).

Measurable - Have they participated in community activities 
that will enhance skills in discernment, like the prayer workshop?

Achievable and Reasonable - The community exists, and 
skills training are available in the community.

Time Bound: In our example, by age 50. 
In closing, let us all live out our remaining years in search of 

our calling and purpose in life. Genesis 12 reminds us that every-
one is called. Magis Deo is just a meeting place. God can call us 
again and ask us to do something else so that we can be blessed 
and we can bless others.

Advent is not just a season; it is a way of life. Everybody has 
an advent. We walk together, but sometimes God separates us 
in our journey. The promise is that he will be with us every step 
of the way. Everything can be measured in LOVE! Let the advent 
season be a moment where we look at our life through the lens 
of LOVE in a Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Reasonable, and 
Time-bound way.

Rico & Terry Lim, Easter BCGG

Ministry. We envision this document as our community’s set of 
standards and guide in doing and conduct things in an organized 
manner. We hope our members and shepherds will be proud 
to own such document which will be their guide to continue the 
practices and norms in building a community of love for God and 
others. 

We were able to complete and update the required documen-
tary filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission and 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue, of Magis Deo’s Audited Financial 
Statements and General Information Sheets, among others. We 
were able to review and cause the approval of our amended Arti-
cles of Incorporation and By-Laws to suit our present needs in the 
conduct of our affairs as an organization not only for the next 50 
or 100 years, but as long as Magis Deo remains an organization! 

Going back to the statement of Fr. James, we hope that we 
will strive to consistently keep and maintain the present good 
standing we attained this year for our community regarding the 
filing of documentary reports to the SEC and the BIR, not just 
to avoid penalties but more so to follow the requirements of our 
laws.

During our Couples’ Night celebration last Nov. 21, we hon-
ored and gave thanks to 49 servant leaders whom we consider 
the unsung heroes of the Magis Deo Community. We know the 
words written on the Certificates of Appreciation are not enough 
to express how thankful we are for the time, talent and treasures 
they have shared with us in the community, and with the people 
they reach out to everyday as an individual, as a couple, or as a 
BCGG member, be it in the streets, in our mission areas, in the 
Bilibid Prison, in calamity areas, and everywhere they go. Again, 
to all of you dear servant leaders, we salute you and thank you 
endlessly for all the efforts, understanding and support you have 
given us, your 2015 Pastoral Council Members, not only this year 
but all the years you have been with the Magis Deo Community! 

On the same occasion, we honored our dear Fr. Ruben Tan-
seco, who celebrated his 50 years of priesthood this year. We 
thank him for bringing the Marriage Encounter Program to the 
Philippines in the 1980’s and for journeying with the members 
of our community as our Spiritual Director for almost 3 decades. 

We also thanked our beloved Spiritual Director, Fr. James 
Gascon, for the support, guidance and the trust he has given to 
empower the 2015 Pastoral Council. 

This Christmas, Regie and I wish the Magis Deo Community 
and its members a blessed and peaceful celebration of the birth 
of Jesus. We also wish that 2016 will be a better year for our fam-
ily, for our community, and for our country. 

Above anyone else, thank you, Lord, for guiding us through-
out the year, though lacking in some ways, we felt accomplished 
knowing in our hearts that we tried our best. 

Maraming salamat po sa tiwalang ibinigay niyo sa amin. Pag-
palain nawa tayo ng Panginoong Diyos ngayon at sa mga darat-
ing na panahon upang maipagpatuloy nating pasiglahin at muling 
pag-alabin sa ating mga puso ang buhay ng isang Kristiyano… 
may pag-ibig at pagmamahal hindi lang sa sarili, kundi gayon din 
sa kapwa!

MALIGAYANG PASKO AT MANIGONG BAGONG TAON
SA LAHAT!!!!

The SMART...  Continued from page 1 With gratitude...  Continued from page 5



14 Magis

Rey Mella, Cana BCGG
 Spiritual Tidbits and Humor

I visited my uncle, Papa Voltaire, in the hospital. He is 88 
years old and has been hospitalized three times in the last five 
years. According to his daughters, my cousins, he has been ready 
to die the last several years. Papa Volts, as we call him, is at-
tached to a lot of medical life-sustaining contraptions and there 
was no way to communicate with him, other than me talking as 
he stares at me.

According to his doctors, some of his organs, including his 
heart, are functioning at less than 50%. In chatting with my cous-
ins, Papa Volts has expressed – directed – his daughters to let 
him go and not to extend his life when the decision point comes. 
He is ready.

I don’t want to be in his state. I am afraid to die. But somehow 
I envy his situation. He is unafraid and ready. I am not and am 
fearful.

______________

I know that the differences between me and Papa Volts are 
our level of spirituality and our relationship with God. No other. I 
also know that age has nothing to do with the level of spirituality. 

I am reminded of St. Therese of Lisieux (who died at age 24 
and was canonized 28 years later), St. Dominic Savio (who died 
at age 14) and St. Pedro Calungsod (who died at age 18). All 
three were way younger than I am now when they died, or even 
when they became saints.

______________

“Spiritual opening is not a withdrawal to some imagined 
realm or safe cave. It is not a pulling away, but a touching of all 
the experience of life with wisdom and with a heart of kindness, 
without any separation.”

– Jack Kornfield
______________

A few days before I visited Papa Volts, I went to the wake of 
two of our employees: Eric and Patrick, both single, both 22 years 
old, both less than 2 years with the company. Both died in one 
motorcycle accident. They were relatives, childhood friends, went 
to the same schools, and joined the company almost at the same 
time. They were riding in tandem when they were hit head-on by 
a jeepney early in the morning.

At the wake, I was left alone in front of Eric’s coffin and right 
across his grieving mother. What was I supposed to say? There 
was nothing appropriate and no consoling words that came out of 
my mouth other than to ask a few things about Eric.

During our quarterly communications meeting a week after 
the death of the two, I spoke to all our employees about Eric and 
Patrick. I told them that while death is always painful, it is more 
painful when the young die, because the normal cycle of life is 
children burying their parents. Not the other way around.

______________

“We may speak about a place where there are no tears, no 
death, no fear, no night; but those are just the benefits of heaven. 
The beauty of heaven is seeing God.”

– Max Lucado
______________

Several weeks ago, I learned about the death of a friend, 
Tony, when I went to the wake of the wife of another friend, Egay. 
Egay and I worked together in the past, while Egay and Tony 
were also former colleagues. 

Tony was not a close friend of mine, but neither was he just 
an ordinary acquaintance. The company he worked for was my 
previous employer’s customer. He came from the same university 
where I started my engineering degree. We also came from the 
same province and spoke the same dialect. We would run into 
each other in malls and in some events. After all, we were in the 
same industry. He was one person I respected because he was a 
very nice person and a gentleman. He also happened to be very 
successful. When he retired, I learned he went back to the prov-
ince to work in his farm and orchard.

It just pains me that I never even learned that he got sick; 
worse, that he had died. And yet some common friends knew and 
by some twist of fate, the information never got to me. 

Not sure what it is. But he is the second person, whom I con-
sider more than just an acquaintance, whose demise I learned 
about after a year or two.

On life, death, etc.

Continued on page 15
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On life....
Continued from page 14

Mario was the first one. Incidentally, Mario and Tony 
had worked for the same company. Mario and I came 
from same school (where I eventually finished my engi-
neering degree) and stayed in the same dormitory. Mario 
was also my customer.

Is it my limited network of friends who would inform 
me about such incidents? Do I not check my Facebook 
account often enough?

What would it take for me to get hold of this important 
information? It would seem that there is nothing spiritual 
about this. But as I reflected on it, I really felt sad. For 
me, friends are friends for life. I would like to bid goodbye 
when friends leave this world and move on to the next. In 
the same token, I would like my friends to know and to bid 
farewell to me when it is my turn to depart.

______________

“True faith means holding nothing back. It means 
putting every hope in God’s fidelity to His promises.”

– Francis Chan
______________

As an elderly man lay in his bed at home, dying, he 
smelled the aroma of his favorite chocolate chip cookies 
being baked. Wanting one last cookie before he died, he 
crawled into the kitchen where his wife was busily baking 
the cookies.

With his last remaining strength he crawled to the 
table and was just barely able to lift his withered arm to 
the cookie sheet. As he grasped a warm, moist chocolate 
chip cookie, his favorite kind, his wife suddenly whacked 
his hand with a spatula.

Gasping for breath, he asked her, “Why did you do 
that?” 

“Those are for the funeral.”
– jokes.christianunite.com

______________

Psalm 23:4      Even though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil.

NewsBits  /  Announce- Prose and Poetry
Chacho Angeles, Thessalonians BCGG

My Friend, My Hope
Jesus,
May I be Your friend?
You have always been called
Lord, king, teacher, brother.
You are indeed my lord and king,
Doing Your bidding, obeying Your will.
You are my teacher, all wise and all knowing,
Showing me the way to a truly happy life.
You are also my brother, guiding me,
As a Kuya, protecting and loving me.

But I would like You to be my friend, 
And with You
Play basketball, or a round of golf,
Hang out and over bottles of beer, 
Sing karaoke songs and talk about 
My joys, my pains and my dreams, 
My goals and plans, and my life.

This is so much like You.
You suffered and died for me.
You gave Your life for me, a nobody, 
And turned me into a somebody
With Your presence.
You were faithful to me
And never left my side,
In good times and in bad,
Comforting me, helping me,
Strengthening me, loving me.

Unlike I who was born in a hospital
With doctors and nurses attending,
Your parents could only find a stable
Where Your mother felt the spasms of 
Your birth, with only animals attending,
You became like me, humbly born,
With a heart both divine and human,
Full of compassion and kindness.

With the star above the manger,
You give me something to look up to,
To look forward to, and empowered,
I rise above my pains and sufferings,
You give me hope! 

No greater friend can anyone have!
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Calendar of Activities:  December 2015 - February 2016
December
06 Sun  Family Day San Jose Gym, ADMU Campus All Sectors, All M.E. Classes
    Youth Ministry, CSM
12 Sat Pastoral Council Turn-over Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
January
09 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center 
   Guadalupe, Makati City 
23 Sat Shepherds’ General Assembly RMT-CeFam Building Magis Deo 426-7191
 8:00 am to 3:00 pm ADMU Campus Rufo & Louren Dacanay 0917-810-0308
February 2016
06 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center 
   Guadalupe, Makati City 

December Birthday Celebrants
1 Michelle Santos ME Class 121
1 Lilit Tumbocon John
3 Anne Alfonso John
3 Vince Yamat ME Class 114
4 Reggie Romero ME Class 119
4 Jason Sanchez Tala
5 Cristy Agbada ME Class 117
6 Ricky Valencia Easter
7 Jhune Vinas Tala
9 Emma Jimenez Cana
10 Miles San Pedro Cana
11 Roxanne Espiritu Transfiguration
11 Jay-R Leccio Transfiguration
11 Eli Prieto Genesis of David
12 Mae De Veyra ME Class 121
13 Andrea Santos ME Class 113
13 Leo Soliman Corinthians
14 Ricky Consulta Mustard Seed
14 Easley Lariosa ME Class 114
15 Rey Eslava Psalm 46-Samaritans
16 Fred de Guzman Agnus Dei
17 Zaro Pingol ME Class 114
20 Levy Espiritu Transfiguration
20 Tina Gutierrez ME Class 119
20 Rei Monterona Psalm 98
21 Ted Concepcion Archangel Gabriel
21 Simon Villalon ME Class 118
23 Vicky Babaran Magnificat
23 Wewe Francisco ME Class 118
24 Daisy de Guzman Corinthians
24 Nina Yuson Sirach
25 Ian Vinas Tala
28 Lin Abaja ME Class 119
28 Noel Ventigan John
29 Ailyn Baccay ME Class 116
29 Carlo Santos ME Class 113
29 Marvin Ylagan ME Class 119
30 Caran Zuluaga ME Class 118
31 Bem Cadayona Prodigal 102

December Wedding Anniversaries
3 Boy & Elvira Lubguban Exodus
4 Migs & Caran Zuluaga ME Class 118
6 Yong & Cecille Cipres ME Class 119
7 Seiko & Bambi Yaneza Thessalonians
8 Jaear & Larnz Briones Francis
8 Raymon & Rache Ebardo Tala
8 Ryan & Marie Syjuco ME Class 118
10 Dexter & Rissa Serafin ME Class 120
11 Ed & Sol Macalalad Mt. Olivet
12 Alex & Malou Caramat Francis
12 Ferdie & Sheila Joson Sirach
17 Ricky & Nikkie Perez Tala
18 Jon & Kleng Cobico Thessalonians
18 Gene & Leony Escosia Mt. Olivet
18 Joey+ & Nina Yuson Sirach

19 Mon & Glo Umali Magnificat
20 Jojo & Rhea Gaddi Prodigal 102
20 Philip & Malu Panlilio Mustard Seed
21 Randy & Cecil Rivera Song of Ruth
22 Bert & Remy Castro Easter
22 Rey & Lucy Mella Cana
22 Tony & Bambi Narciso Easter
22 Carlos & Ruby Pizarro Corinthians
23 Josephus & Emma Jimenez Cana
26 Rey & Nitz Eslava Psalm 46-Samaritans
26 Paul & Nette Puthenpurekal Easter
27 Patrick & Janice de Guzman ME Class 121
28 John & Malou Ronquillo James, Brother of John
28 Noel & Yayette Ventigan John
29 Andy & Belen Mangahas St. Peter
30 Bobby+ & Marcia Balderas Archangel Gabriel
31 Rufo & Louren Dacanay Song of Ruth

Birthdays - First 10 days of  January
2 Kit dela Peña Exodus
2 Yas Punzalan Easter
3 TJ Pestaño ME Class 118
4 Charm Ang Tala
4 Emma Bautista ME Class 121
4 Kleng Cobico Thessalonians
5 Glo Bisquera Agnus Dei
5 Dennis Plaza Easter
5 Conching Punongbayan St. Peter
7 Luz Gascon Francis
9 Djarn Pestaño Sirach
9 Mila Sison Corinthians
10 Arlon Reyes ME Class 116

Wedding Anniversaries - First 10 days of January
1 Charley & Jay Ng Sy Agnus Dei
1 George+ & Joy Uy-Tioco Sirach
2 Zaro & Levy Pingol ME Class 114
3 Caloy & Charm Ang Tala
5 Mark & Karen Madrid John
5 Nilo & Marilu Sta. Maria Magnificat
8 Rudy & Bib De Guzman Archangel Gabriel
8 Mike & Nessa Santos Prodigal 102
9 Jun & Mila Sison Corinthians
10 Eli & Edith Prieto Genesis of David

Christus 
natus est.
Alleluia!


