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The Lecture
“This could be the last time I can 

be with you so I would like to say… I 
love you!” This was Fr. Ruben Tan-
seco’s opening line during his talk at 
Magis Deo’s first Community Celebra-
tion of 2015. His talk was on “The 
Radical Leadership of Pope Francis.” 
His main sources were: (1) Against the 
Tide: The Radical Leadership of Pope 
Francis by John L. Allen; (2) 10 Things 
Pope Francis Wants You to Know by 
John L. Allen; (3) the Apostolic Ex-
hortation of Pope Francis, Evangelii 
Gaudium; and (4) The 15 Ailments 
of the Curia by Pope Francis as pub-
lished by the Vatican News Office.

Fr. Tanseco inquired if the Magis 
Deo members had these titles. Only 
one hand per title was raised. He wait-
ed a bit hoping that more hands would 
be raised but that was all. He then 
patiently explained each point. Pope 
Francis reaches out to the marginal-
ized: the least, the lost and the last. 
The Pope leads by example in humility 
and charity.

With passion he exhorts Magis 
Deo members to be “a poor church for 
the poor.” “Do not forget the poor!” For 
more than two decades, this has been 
the battle cry of Fr. Tanseco. Now he is 
saying that the Pope is pleading to us 
to do the same.

“Be humble,” Fr. Tanseco said. 
Then he enumerated examples of 
how Pope Francis is living his simple 
humble life. He said the Pope resides 
in a simple apartment at Casa Santa 
Marta, walks or rides ordinary cars, 
wears simple vestments, eats with the 
staff, and many more. 

“Stay close to the people,” contin-
ued Fr. Tanseco. The Pope rides in a 
pope-mobile that is open and not in a 

bulletproof vehicle that the Pope calls 
“a sardine can.” The Pope also said 
that shepherds should be living with 
the smell of sheep.

“People initially thought that Pope 
Francis named himself after St. Fran-
cis Xavier (a fellow Jesuit and com-
panion of St. Ignatius of Loyola). The 
Pope is named after St. Francis of As-
sisi. Do you know him?” asked Fr. Tan-
seco. He came from a wealthy family 
but he chose to be poor. He served the 
poor and those in need. He also cared 
for the environment.

Fr. Tanseco checked his watch to 
see how much time he had left. Then 
he said, “The Pope also reminds us of 
the joy of the gospel in his encyclical 
(actually an Apostolic Exhortation).” 
This is a call for everyone to proclaim 
and live the good news. Don’t be “ma-
sungit” when doing it.

Fr. Tanseco then intimated that 
he thinks the life of the Pope is in 
trouble. “Do you know what he said 
to the Curia?” he asked. He then 
enumerated 15 ailments of the Curia 
according to the Pope: (1) Feeling 
immortal, immune or indispensable; 
(2) Working too hard; (3) Becoming 
mentally and spiritually hardened; 
(4) Planning too much; (5) Working 
without coordination; (6) Having 
spiritual Alzheimer’s; (7) Being rivals or 
boastful; (8) Suffering from existential 
schizophrenia; (9) Committing the 
terrorism of gossip; (10) Glorifying 
one’s bosses; (11) Being indifferent 
to others; (12) Having a funereal face; 
(13) Wanting more; (14) Forming 
closed circles that seek to be stronger 
than the whole; and (15) Seeking 
worldly profit and showing off.
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Baptismal
power

11 January 2015
Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

he Second Reading and the 
Gospel for today narrate how 
the human Jesus was bap-
tized, not by water, but by the 

Holy Spirit. “On coming up out of the water 
he saw the heavens being torn open and 
the Spirit, like a dove, descending upon 
him. And a voice came out from the heav-
ens, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you I 
am well pleased’” (Mk.1:10-11). Acts 10:38 
describes “... how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power. 
He went about doing good and healing all 
those oppressed by the devil, for God was 
with him.” The Man-God. The God-Man. 
Not only that. In the same passage of Acts 
10, Peter was quoted thus: “In truth, I see 
that God shows no partiality. Rather, in 
every nation whoever fears him and acts 

uprightly is acceptable to him” (v.34). The 
universality of God’s love through the Holy 
Spirit in Christ Jesus, and that includes 
you and me.

Among the numerous writings about 
Jesus, there is one that strikes my heart 
in a profound way. This is Jesus Before 
Christianity by A. Nolan. A brief passage 
from the last chapter says:

“We have seen what Jesus was like. If 
we now wish to treat him as our God, we 
would have to conclude that our God does 
not want to be served by us, but wants to 
serve us; God does not want to be given 
the highest possible rank and status in 
our society, but wants to take the lowest 
place and to be without any rank and sta-
tus; God does not want to be feared and 
obeyed, but wants to be recognized in the 

sufferings of the poor and the weak; God 
is not supremely indifferent and detached, 
but is irrevocably committed to the libera-
tion of humankind, for God has chosen to 
be identified with all people in a spirit of 
solidarity and compassion. If this is not a 
true picture of God, then Jesus is not di-
vine. If this is a true picture of God, then 
God is more truly human, more thoroughly 
humane, than any human being. God is, 
what Schillebeeckx has called a Deus hu-
manissimus, a supremely human God.”

Inspired by the Holy Spirit, this is pre-
cisely what our beloved Pope Francis is 
determined to follow. To begin with, he de-
cided not to live in the papal palace. The 
very symbolism of palace is un-Christlike. 
His program of governance will be focused 
on “a poor church for the poor.” He chose 
his papal name after St. Francis of Assisi 
who renounced his wealth, and lived and 
died for the sake of the poor.

Early on, during a gathering of Latin 
American bishops in 2007, the then Arch-
bishop Bergoglio, now Pope Francis, ex-
pressed the following: “The unjust distribu-
tion of goods persists, creating a situation 
of social sin that cries out to heaven and 
limits the possibilities of a fuller life for so 
many of our brothers.” Today, he is starting 
to radically reform the very center of Cath-
olic leadership in the world, the Vatican 
Curia. There are no less than “15 ailments 
of the Curia” that Pope Francis exposed 
to the cardinals, bishops, priests, and lay-
men who work there. He emphasized that 
the most significant need, over and above 
others, is the spiritual reform of those in-
volved.

For lack of space, let me just single 
out a few of those 15 ailments that should 
be cured as soon as possible. One is be-
coming spiritually and mentally hardened. 
In the pope’s own words: “It’s dangerous 
to lose that human sensibility that lets you 
cry with those who are crying, and cele-
brate with those who are joyful.” Another 
ailment is suffering from existential schizo-
phrenia. “It’s the sickness of those who live 
a double life, fruit of hypocrisy that is typi-
cal of mediocre and progressive spiritual 
emptiness that academic degrees cannot 
fill. It’s a sickness that often affects those 
who, abandoning pastoral service, limit 
themselves to bureaucratic work, losing 
contact with reality and concrete people.” 
A third of the fifteen is the following: “When 
the apostle tries to fill an existential empti-

ness in his heart by accumulating material 
goods, not because he needs them but 
because he’ll feel more secure.”

Let us continue to pray for and active-
ly support our Holy-Spirit-inspired Pope 
Francis, who leads 1.2 billion Catholics all 
over the world. What a blessing that he will 
visit us a few days from now!

Baptismal renewal is going on, but 
much more of it is needed in so many plac-
es by so many Filipinos. One very inspir-
ing ministry I want to mention here is the 
Gawad Kalinga apostolate for the poor, 
initiated by Tony Meloto, and has become 
global. In the Philippines today, there are 
no less than 2,400 GK villages. The recipi-
ents are active participants in the building 
of their own homes. It is not just a dole-
out program. Moreover, GK is a wholistic 
program that includes the material, com-
munitarian, moral and developmental as-
pects of the recipients. The Filipino traits 
of bayanihan and resilience are strongly 
activated and sustained.

A British author, Thomas Graham, 
was so inspired by his experience with GK 
that he just recently published a book en-
titled The Genius of the Poor. A Journey 
with Gawad Kalinga.

Aside from GK, there are many other 
programs for the poor in our country. The 
baptismal power of the Holy Spirit is pres-
ent. I invite those of us who are not yet 
involved in such programs and organiza-
tions to respond to God’s call and be re-
baptized by the Holy Spirit. No less than 
God’s love and power within each one of 
us. Amen.
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Offertory

We come together today for the commission-
ing and re-commissioning of our shepherds and 
ourselves, in our loving service to the Lord, our 
God, and the world he loved so much.

We do not come to the celebration of this Eucharist empty 
handed. We bring with us gifts that will become a component, 
ingredients integral to the Sacrifice of the Mass. They are gifts of 
the goodness of our person as well as our diminishments, they 
are the gifts of our graced actions in the world as well as the 
failures of inaction. We look to the future and hope. These are 
our gifts which we shall offer at our Mass. Humble ingredients of 
the beautiful and the deformed. They shall all be transformed. 
Christified. 

Let us bow our heads in silence and prepare our gifts at this 
time, for this Mass, and for the rest of our lives as Magis Deo, by 
recalling, reflecting on 3 significant messages of Pope Francis in 
his visit to the Philippines: his words on tears, on Christ on the 
Cross, and on dreams.

Pope Francis said, “Today’s world doesn’t know how to 
cry. Let us learn how to weep as He has shown us…. When a 
challenge is posed to us, why this or that tragedy occurs in life – 
our response must be either silence or a world that is born of our 
tears. Certain realities of life we only see through eyes cleansed 
by tears. Be courageous, don’t be afraid to cry.”

Let us recall our tears in the long years since before our 
ME weekend, during and after …. What were they about? Did 
we see clearer? Did we sink deeper in pain? We offer that gift to 
Jesus, who himself wept…

Then we look to the days after today. Pope Francis said, 
“The people on the margin, those left to one side, are crying. 
Those who we discarded are crying.” 

Who are crying in my world? Who? Can I learn to weep 
with them? How? How? Today, cleansing tears are flowing with 
the death of 44 heroic men in Mindanao. So soon after Pope 
Francis’ words, tears flow in our country… as though to pave the 
way for weeping in the future.

We offer what we hope to do in the future as our Eucharistic 
gift. Let us end our reflection with a prayer for intercession of our 
own… let each one of us pray to the Lord. Together, let us pray 
to the Lord.

Pope Francis said, “Let us have a moment of silence 
together and look to Christ on the cross. He understands us, 
because he endured everything. We are not alone. We help 
one another and we feel like brothers and sisters.” I remember 
the pains, the trials, the hard times through my years… how 
did I rise from it? Let God speak. My sufferings are ingredients 
in Christ’s death and resurrection in this Mass. That is my gift 
today. 

And I think of the future. Perhaps we see difficult times… 
shall I heed Pope Francis’ words and look at Christ nailed to the 
cross and know that he went before us in suffering? What do 
you want to pray for now? Tell it to Jesus... Let us pray to the 
Lord.

Let us hold our prayers in our hands and place them in the 
bread and wine our offerers will bring to the Eucharist today… 
as a sign that if we put ourselves and our gifts and our needs 
together, we shall have a beautiful world.

This is our challenge, to lovingly create an inspiring and 
beautiful community and lay it at the foot of the altar.

 Editorial

Adapted from offertory reflection led by Sr. Perla, ICM, on the 
occasion of the grand reunion of alumnae of St. Theresa’s College, 
Baguio City.
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Pope Francis tells of God’s love

Crowds lined the street to catch sight of Pope Fran-
cis during his visit last January 15-19, 2015. His 
mass in Luneta broke records with 6 million in at-
tendance at the Quirino Grandstand and in the sur-

rounding areas. Parents would hold up their babies and children 
shouting, “Please bless my child.” Even the handicapped braved 
the heat and rain to wait for hours for his motorcade to pass by. 
What is it about this man that millions of Filipinos went out of their 
way enduring so much discomfort and inconvenience for the op-
portunity to just catch a glimpse of him?

As I watched the coverage of Pope Francis’ visit on TV and 
went to Luneta to see him, I was reminded of the theme song for 
World Youth Day twenty years ago when another pope, St. John 
Paul II, visited our country. As I hum the song, the words echo in 
my head.

“Let us tell the world of His love, the greatest 
love the world has known.

Search the world for those who have gone 
astray and lead them home.

Fill the world’s darkest corners with His light 
from up above.

Walk every step, every mile, every road and tell 
the world, tell the world of His love.”

With his every gesture, Pope Francis was living the words of 
the song. He showed God’s love when he kissed the babies and 
the children; when he offered his hand to the handicapped; when 
he embraced the young Glyzelle who asked him why God allows 
bad things to happen to children like her; when he spoke before 
the survivors of Yolanda in Tacloban.

By his example, Pope Francis demonstrated how kind ges-
tures, a listening and caring heart, one’s presence and even si-
lence, are signs of God’s love. As I recall the different images of 
him I saw on TV, I saw Jesus in him, loving and caring for the 
people who came to see him. Truly he exemplified the virtue of 
him decreasing and Jesus increasing; of him allowing Jesus to 
take over him and reaching out to the people around him.

In Tacloban, his presence alone spoke of God’s love. He 
said, “When I saw from Rome the catastrophe, I felt that I had to 
be here and on those very days I decided to come here. I am here 
to be with you. A little bit late, I have to say, but I am here. I come 
to tell you that Jesus is Lord and He never lets us down… So 
many of you have lost everything. I don’t know what to say to you. 

But the Lord does know what to say to you. Some of you have lost 
part of your families. All I can do is keep silent. And I walk with you 
all with my silent heart.”

I recall reading the words of one Yolanda survivor, Harold 
Naputo, in the National Catholic Reporter. Naputo said, “After 
Mass, I felt free... like I did not feel in a very long time. I finally 
had closure,” He said no one had consoled him like Pope Francis. 
Nobody had told him, like Pope Francis did, that they were walk-
ing with him, that even though they didn’t know what to say, they 
were with him.

In one of his talks, Pope Francis spoke of a weeping Jesus. 
He said Jesus wept for his dead friend, for a widow, for the family 
that had lost a child. He said, “It’s only when Christ cried and was 
able to cry that he understood our lives.” Pope Francis said that 
just like Jesus, our response to people who are hurting is to learn 
how to weep, how to cry. He added, “If you don’t learn how to cry, 
you won’t learn how to be good Christians.”

Many times we think that to show compassion to others, to 
show God’s love is to reach deep into our pockets and offer finan-
cial and material resources. Pope Francis shows us that it is not 
so. Weeping and walking with people who are hurting, being with 
them and caring gives them a glimpse of God’s love that warms 
their hearts and comforts them in their trials. 

Now I understand why people swarmed to catch a glimpse 
of Pope Francis. He not only speaks of God’s love, he actually 
allows people to feel it.

At the end of each BCGG meeting, we are reminded of what 
Jesus said in his prayer on the mount, “You are like light for the 
whole world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one lights a 
lamp and puts it under a bowl; instead it is put on the lampstand 
where it gives light for everyone in the house. In the same way, 
your light must shine before people so that they will see the good 
things you do and praise your Father in heaven.” [Matt. 5: 14-16]

Pope Francis’ light shines for us all. We see the Father’s love 
shining through him. He is showing us the way. It would do well 
for us to emulate his example.

Susan Concepcion
Council, Archangel Gabriel BCGG
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Not your ordinary 
kind of bishop

Paul Puthenpurekal, Easter BCGG

Most of you must have noticed a Bishop in colorful vest-
ments during the Papal Mass at the Manila Cathedral and at the 
Luneta. Well, that’s Bishop Antonios from Kerala, India. I have 
known him since I was a kid. He was already a priest then. We 
were fortunate to have him visit us when my wife Marnette and 
I were students in Germany. At that time he was taking his Doc-
torate in Canon Law from the Pontifical College in Rome. Today 
he is the Curia Bishop of the Syro-Malankara rite. The Syro-
Malankara rite is one of the eastern rites of the Catholic Church.

He visited the Philippines for the first time and was part of 
the delegation of the Papal visit. We were blessed to have him 
stay with us at our home for a day after the Papal ceremonies 
were over. We took this opportunity to invite him to our Easter 
BCGG meeting and were privileged to join him in Holy Mass at 
the residence of Butch and Joey Vargas.

Bishop Antonios gave a very informative homily about the 
Catholic Church and its different rites. At the same time, he 
shared his experiences of the Philippines and the Papal visit. 
Three of our Easter BCGG couples had braved the elements to 
be part of the Luneta Mass and, combined with the Bishop who 
was one of the concelebrants, we had a very blessed Mass. 

The homily was touching with a recap of the messages the 
Pope left us with: to be missionaries to the world and to put 
into action our faith by being merciful and compassionate to the 
poor. The best place to start is with our individual selves, then 
with our family, and on to the BCGG levels. We enjoyed the eve-
ning with the usual salu-salo. The bishop left us by asking ev-
eryone present to pray for him as he will continue to pray for us. 

Thank you Bishop Antonios for your blessings! 

Footnote:
Ricky Valencia, Council / Easter BCGG

Bishop Antonios is Bishop Thomas Antonios 
Valiyavilayil, O.I.C. [Order of the Imitation of Christ], 
Curial Bishop of Trivandrum (Syro-Malankarese), Titu-
lar Bishop of Igilgili. He is a humble man and a personal 
friend of Paul Puthenpurekal and his family.

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church is one of 
the 23 Eastern Catholic Churches that are in full com-
munion with the bishop of Rome (the Pope) and the 
whole Catholic Church. These Churches have their dis-
tinctive liturgical rites, laws, customs and traditions.

The Syro-Malankarese rite usually lasts for about 
two-and-a-half hours. Bishop Antonios knew that we 
Roman Catholics will not last for two-and-a-half hours. 
He was considerate enough to accommodate us so the 
good bishop celebrated the Mass for us in the Roman 
Catholic rite (English translation). He finished the Mass 
within an hour.

It was a pleasure meeting Bishop Antonios!

Bishop Thomas Antonios Valiyavilayil, O.I.C.
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We became members of the Magis Deo 
Community in October of 1993. We were with 
Thessalonians BCGG originally, with nine couples 
praying, sharing, learning about community and 
service, not only with our BCGG but with the entire 
community; and having so much fun with all our 
families, traveling and learning, getting to know each 
other more.

Then my husband and I found ourselves at the 
other side of the world, pursuing our dreams. We 
prayed to the Lord for guidance and to lead us to 
where He wants us, so far away from family and 
friends. We also prayed and prayed and hoped for a 
child. Vincent came after thirteen years of marriage.

We have kept in touch with our BCGG through 
the years wherever everyone might be; we meet up 
with them when they come to New York City and vice 
versa, when we come home to Manila. 

I have been reading the Magis Newsletters and 
this has kept the Magis spirit in me, keeping me at 
bay, invigorating my tired soul, refreshing my mind to 
learn more, contemplate, and to pray more.

More for God!

Take Lord, and receive all my liberty,
my memory, my understanding

and my entire will,
all I have and call my own.

You have given all to me.
To you, Lord, I return it.

Everything is yours, do with it what  you will.
Give me only your love and grace. 

That is enough for me.

Reflections of 
one not too 

distant Magis 
Deo couple

Ma. Cristina P. Guballa
r.guballa@yahoo.com

Rene, Tina and Vincent Guballa

 laughtimE
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Me – a prophet!!! Eli B. Prieto, Jr.
Genesis of David BCGG

At todays’ mass, the cel-
ebrating priest asked, 
“What does it mean to 
be a prophet?” He cap-
tured my attention when 

he compared a prophet to a microphone, 
pointing to the unit he was using, one 
which blares, echoes and “proclaims” ex-
actly what the speaker on the microphone 
says – no more, no less. I surmised that 
this is exactly what Jesus Christ did when 
He proclaimed His Father, His Father’s 
will, His Father’s love, His Father’s king-
dom during His earthly ministry. I contin-
ued to listen to the homily until the priest 
explained that the main ingredient in being 
a prophet is to echo and proclaim the truth. 
Then, my mind started to wander. What is 
the truth? If there is but one truth, why are 
there so many religions? And why can’t 
people who belong to the same religion 
or denomination seem to agree on how to 
proclaim God’s truth? Even in Magis Deo, 
I experience these disagreements on what 
truth is, much more so on how it is to be 
spread around.

One of the teachings I continue to 
treasure from an Annual Ignatian Retreat 
is Fr. Mon’s assertion that God is so rich 
that nothing and no one can dilute Him. In 
line with this, I have imbibed in my spiritual 
journey that not even the combination of 
the intelligence of all the people on earth 
(past, present and future) can absolutely 
and fully understand God. I have also ac-
cepted that I can never contain the fullness 
of God in my limited and finite mind. So, 
how can I know whether what I proclaim 
or echo is God’s truth? I know when I do 
something wrong because I feel bad about 
it. But when I feel good, does it mean that 
I have done God’s will? Or is it just an af-
firmation of my ego? 

At tonight’s dinner, despite the cold-
ness of the evening, I was perspiring while 
eating my taco sprinkled generously with 

chili chips. Observing this, Edith asked: 
“How can you bear the taste of chili?” One 
of my sons who also loves chili, respond-
ed: “Mom, how can you bear drinking gin-
ger ale every day?” This just shows how 
we, in the same family, differ in our food 
and drink preferences. Similarly, I have 
also observed that despite our differences, 
we in Magis Deo remain a united commu-
nity. Where is the single truth that binds us 
notwithstanding our differences?

Another teaching in Magis Deo I val-
ue most is, in our prayer meetings we are 
asked to share our personal experiences 
with God. We are asked not to preach, or 
teach, or counsel.  We are not asked what 
we think about nor interpret the readings. 
In this discipline, we are guided to use 
the word “I”, referring to myself and shar-
ing myself. Yet, on the same reading, our 
members share different experiences with 
God. Despite this, no one can say that my 
personal experience is wrong. No one can 
contradict nor argue against my personal 
experience with God. When my experi-
ence is deep, there are times that I be-
come teary-eyed. Other times, I am angry 
and irritated. Many times, I feel happy and 
contented. I remember Fr. Ruben saying 
that in my deepest emotion, there God is. 
I just have to exert the effort to find Him, 
to feel Him and to be aware of His loving 
presence. In this regard, Fr. James em-
phasized the importance of discernment, 
a discipline of daily examination of con-
sciousness.  And when I share honestly 
about my God experience, I speak about 
the truth of God in me. I guess it is this 
authentic proclamation and sharing of my 
personal experience with God that makes 
me a prophet. It is God’s truth that He al-
lowed me to be involved in. It is that truth 
which I am asked to proclaim sincerely, 
passionately. No more. No less. Then I 
become the microphone referred to by the 
priest in his Sunday mass homily.

Me, a prophet? Wow!

The Prophet Hosea, by Duccio di 
Buoninsegna, in the Siena Cathedral 

(c. 1309-1311)
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Pope Francis’ visit to 
the Philippines spoke 
to Filipinos heart-to-
heart
From: The National Catholic Reporter 
By N.J. Viehland 23 January 2015

MANILA, PHILIPPINES
Pope Francis deeply touched the many 

Filipinos who came in droves to see the 
pope who loves children and poor people, 
embraces the sick and suffering, and 
speaks to them heart-to-heart.

According to Francis, he was also 
moved by the people he met. On an in-
flight interview on his return to Rome from 
Manila, the pope said his visit to Tacloban 
-- Typhoon Haiyan’s ground zero -- was the 
most moving experience of his Jan. 15-19 
pastoral visit to the Philippines.

Even though a typhoon threatened to cut 
his visit short, Francis arrived in Tacloban, 
donning a yellow plastic raincoat throughout 
the entire Mass with survivors and pushing 
through with his motorcade to the town of 
Palo and then back to Tacloban airport.

Haiyan survivor Harold Naputo said 
people would have understood if Francis 
hadn’t come to Tacloban as planned on Jan. 
17, “but it was good that the pope came.”

“After Mass, I felt free ... like I did not feel 
in a very long time. I finally had closure,” 
said Naputo, an elementary school teacher.

Naputo, his wife and his young daughters 
heard the pope’s words loud and clear: “So 
many of you have lost everything. I do not 
know what to tell you. But surely he [Jesus 
on the cross] knows what to tell you! So 
many of you have lost members of your 
family. I can only be silent; I accompany you 
silently, with my heart,” Francis said during 
his homily.

Naputo began to weep uncontrollably. “In 
all these months, nobody had told us that,” 
Naputo told NCR.

Days after Francis’ visit, Naputo and 
friends were still asking, “Why did we 
not feel that until the pope came?” They 
wondered why authorities didn’t give them 
the same message of consolation or say 
that even though they did not know what to 
do, they were with the people. Naputo said 
survivors feel “caught in the middle” of the 
political tension between national and local 
officials.

While it is unclear what Francis’ words 

and actions will move politicians to do for 
survivors, Naputo said, “I want to help 
beggars and people living off the streets 
that we see but have been ignoring.”

The visit with survivors of the 2013 
typhoon -- where more than 6,000 people 
were killed and more than 4 million people 
lost their homes -- was the main purpose of 
his visit to the country, Francis announced 
in his meeting with President Benigno 
Aquino III.

During his visit, Francis “communicated 
very effectively” the theme of mercy and 
compassion and did not dwell on rituals, 
structures and “the many things we have 
accumulated over centuries about the 
Catholic church,” said Oblate Fr. Eliseo 
Mercado. He joined Francis’ encounter with 
families Jan. 16, the Jan. 18 meeting with 
the youth and final Mass at Luneta Park.

Mercado noted how the pope would drop 
his prepared speeches to stress points, 
teach or to express his own personal 
feelings. “It’s very touching, especially for 
priests like me,” he said.

Mercado said he thought the church had 
lost touch with the poor and was trying to 
re-engage them.

“The poor are the very heart of 
evangelization. Remove the poor from the 
message of Jesus, and there’s nothing 
there anymore,” he said. However, 
Francis focused on the poor in most of his 
speeches and drew many people from poor 
communities to his various activities.

The priest liked most the pope’s off-
the-cuff remarks to families at the Mall of 
Asia on Jan. 16, when he stressed the 
importance of dreaming of a baby’s future 
and of good qualities of spouses. The pope 
also appealed to the 20,000 people in the 
arena to retain the ability to dream.

The “classic literature” feel to his speech 
allowed the pope to navigate controversial 
issues about family and human life without 
heavy theologizing or moralizing, Mercado 
said.

“Francis emphasized church teaching 
that every family should be a sanctuary of 
life and urged looking into our value as a 
people instead of falling prey to ideological 
colonization,” the priest said.

In delivering his speech, Francis also 
opened up to more people, including those 
of other faiths. “Anybody belonging to any 
religion has a husband, wife, children, 
[or] family and can relate to what Francis 
discussed,” Mercado added.

Naputo told NCR he found relief in the 
pope’s words encouraging people to learn 

to weep. He said he has lived in a kind of 
“zombie city” since Typhoon Haiyan. He 
said he has not cried to try to show his 
family that everything was under control 
and going to be OK.

“In fact, I was worrying then where to get 
money to fix up our house,” he said.

Benedictine Sr. Mary John Mananzan, 
a feminist theologian who chairs the 
board of trustees of Women and Gender 
Concerns of the Association of Major 
Religious Superiors, was “so happy” to 
hear Francis comment that women were 
underrepresented in that youth-sharing 
program.

The pope also reminded its organizers 
that women have a lot to tell society. 
“Women are able to pose questions we 
men are unable to understand,” Francis 
said.

“I cheered this. He is all heart,” Mananzan 
said.

Archbishop Socrates Villegas, president 
of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
the Philippines, told reporters at the end 
of the conference’s plenary assembly that 
Filipinos also “brought out the best in Pope 
Francis.”

He said the whole world watched the 
country for five days as both the Philippines 
and Francis gave their best.

“It feels good to be a Filipino these days,” 
Villegas said.

Many of the estimated 7 million people 
who came to papal visit routes and events 
had watched stories about the pope on 
television or heard them on the radio in 
previous months as the Philippine church 
prepared for the papal visit.

“We’ve been praying for him and the 
papal visit after every Mass for the past 
months,” Luneta massgoer Rosanna 
Remigio told NCR. She had cards with 
prayers issued by the bishops’ conference 
after the Vatican announced the visit.

However, Carmelite Fr. Marlon Lacal, 
of the Inter-Congregational Theological 
Center in Quezon City, told NCR he feels “a 
pinch of sadness” with his excitement over 
the papal visit.

“The excitement is for the effect of the 
pope’s visit on the church to become 
evident, and sadness comes with the 
concern that we will just go back to our 
‘positions of power’ and not take up the 
challenges Pope Francis posed to clergy 
and religious,” Lacal said.

[N.J. Viehland is NCR correspondent in Manila.]
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“These are the 15 ailments of the Curia 
but be on guard,” warned Fr. Tanseco, 
“these ailments could exist also in your 
parishes, your family, or even Magis Deo.”

Time was up for the lecture and Fr. 
Tanseco celebrated the Mass after.

The Visit
Less than a week after the lecture, 

Pope Francis visited the Philippines. He 
was as simple, as humble and as giving 
as Fr. Tanseco described him. After enthu-
siastically cheering on the streets of Ma-
nila and Tacloban, the people, with tears 
in their eyes, described him as “the rep-
resentative of Christ” or “the closest I will 
ever be with Jesus here on earth!”

No doubt the transcripts of the Pope’s 
messages and homilies will be studied by 
the faithful for they are inspiring, informa-
tive, moving, and from his heart. He spoke 
on corruption and waste. He said that 
these rob marginalized people. He said 
that the family and its children must be 
protected and cared for. He spoke on the 
need to care for the environment; on the 
need to dream; on the need to see clearly 
with “eyes cleansed by tears”; on the need 
to think, feel and act; on the need to be 
beg for wisdom; and many more. 

No doubt people will wonder how such 
a hectic itinerary and a security nightmare 
(for both the Pope and the Filipino faith-
ful) came to pass. The Pope waved end-
lessly on an open vehicle through streets 
lined by crowds (yes, plural) all eager to 
encounter him; rode a jet to and from a ty-
phoon on a pilgrimage to Tacloban to visit 
the battered flock; and wore a transparent 
yellow raincoat for almost half of his Phil-
ippine trip to celebrate with the cold and 
drenched multitude.

There are three things that struck me 
during the Pope’s visit:

The Pope, after months of crafting 
his homilies and messages so as to say 
the right statements to God’s flock, chose 
rather to speak from his heart. At Taclo-
ban he said, “Look to Jesus.” At the Youth 
Meeting he said to the crying 12-year old 
girl, “The heart of your question has no re-
ply.” The Pope hugged her tight. A fitting 
response, no words required.

The Pope, after meeting with the Bish-
ops, Priests and Religious at the Manila 
Cathedral, walked to Tulay ng Kabataan. 
The children, about 50 in number, some 
barely able to speak, hugged their grand-
father the Pope. The Pope smiled, hugged 
and played with them like they were his 
own. After less than 20 minutes their play 
date was over. So touched were the kids 
and their administrator that all were left in 
tears after the visit.

The Pope often says “Pray for me,” 
at the end of each event that he attends. 
At the Palo Cathedral he added jokingly 
“Keep quiet!” The very next day, a similar 
request was made once at UST and twice 
at Luneta. The exuberant youth of the land 
kept quiet. The multitude of six million 
kept still, twice! These reminded me of his 

The Radical Leadership...
Continued from page 1

first appearance on Saint Peter’s balcony 
when he asked the Romans to pray for 
their bishop. Simply awesome!

The next morning, the Pope was 
flown to Rome.

The Afterglow
Two radical men stood before us. 

Pope Francis accompanied us for 5 days. 
Fr. Tanseco pastored Magis Deo for 25 
years. Both are saying the same mes-
sage. Both act with simplicity and humility. 
Both give more than what is expected of 
them. Both are witnesses for our Lord. Let 
us pray that the Magis Deo community can 
emulate both their examples.

Muchas gracias, Lolo Kiko! Maraming 
salamat, Fr. Ruben! We love you both.

Fr. Ruben is our first ComCel celebrant 
and speaker/lecturer for 2015.

“ ... Who has this book? Who has read 
this book? ...”

It’s selfie time!
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The people’s pope, our inspiration
Bert Castro, Easter BCGG

 musiCal notEs

Fr. Jorge Mario Bergoglio was born in 
Buenos Aires on Dec. 17, 1936. He is the first 
pope to take the name “Francis” after Francis 
of Assisi, the itinerant’s friar and great saint of 
the poor and the downtrodden. He is the first 
pope from the Society of Jesus, founded by 
St. Ignatius of Loyola, which produced great 
evangelizers and reformers. Finally, he is the 
first pope to have been ordained a priest after 
Vatican ll, the ecumenical council that mod-
ernized the church.

For us Filipinos, the Papal visit is a source 
of joy, strength, and, most importantly, hope. 
It is a time for renewal of one’s faith. For me, 
it is a reinforcement of my faith which is my 
moral guidepost. Especially in these trying 
times, the Pope’s visit is essential and signifi-
cant because he is the leader that many look 
up to. He is someone who has consistently 
shown humility and compassion. His desire 
not to separate himself from ordinary experi-
ences, his endearing love for the poor, and 
his staying close to people are all Christ-like.

Accordingly, Pope Francis says that 
the strongest message of the Lord is Divine 
Mercy. God never gets tired of forgiving us; 
above all, He is a God of mercy and com-
passion whose capacity to forgive and to let 
sinners to start anew, is infinite. Those who 
have encountered Divine Mercy have been 
caressed by the tenderness of mercy, are 
happy and comfortable with the Lord.

Pope Francis also mentions that Chris-
tian truth is attractive and persuasive because 
it responds to the profound need of human 
life, proclaiming convincingly that Christ is the 
one savior of the whole man and of all men. 
The importance of unity applies not only to 
life within the Catholic Church, but also its ec-
umenical relations with the other branches of 
the divided Christian family. With all of these 
in mind, it is very evident that Christ leads the 
church through his spirit, and should be cen-
tral in our attention.

Pope Francis is really an inspiration to 
Catholics and non-Catholics. He is a man 
who inspires with his knowledge, his lack of 
hubris, and his genuine concern.

Let us protect our families and may the 
Holy Spirit be bestowed upon us.

The Castro family: 
Feeling very blessed 
by the Pope’s visit.



12 Magis

nEwsBits  /  announCEmEnts nEwsBits / announCEmEnts

January 18, 2015: Waiting for 
Pope Francis and the Papal 
mass.

MAGIS DEO OUTREACH MINISTRY
SUYUAN and REUNION SCHEDULES
As of February 2, 2015
   Parish/         Proposed/assigned
Date	 	 Session	 Community	 Time	 	 Location	 	 Facilitators	 	 BCGG	Auxie

Feb 08 2015 Suyuan Dalahican  1pm-5pm  Lucena  Eli & Edith Prieto  TBC
  Reunion Talao-Talao 1pm-5pm  Lucena  TBC   TBC
Feb 15 2015 Suyuan Habitat  8am-4pm  Navotas  Mon & Alice Go  Agnus Dei
Feb 22 2015 Suyuan Ahon sa Hirap  8am-4pm  San Pedro Benz & Vina Dimanalata TBC
Mar 08 2015 Suyuan Habitat  8am-4pm  Calauan  TBA   TBA/LFV
Mar 22 2015 Suyuan Habitat  8am-4pm  Navotas  TBA   TBA/LFV
Apr 12 2015 Suyuan Habitat  8am-4pm  Calauan  TBA   TBA/LFV
Apr 26 2015 Suyuan Habitat  8am-4pm  Navotas  TBA   TBA/LFV

TBA = To be assigned TBC = To be confirmed LFV = Looking for Volunteers
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On love
Continued from page 14

and until we boarded our car at 6:30 PM. 
In the car and throughout the 2-hour drive 
home, I started to feel the effects of being 
soaked by the rain from the knees down 
to my feet. My shoes had water in them. 
I started to shiver. The whole event from 
the time we woke up at 1:30 AM to the 
time we arrived home at 8:30 PM was 19 
hours, which included 15 to 16 hours of 
walking, standing and sitting. Not one of 
us went to the rest room nor felt sick. A 
few of us slept while waiting.

It was a few days after the event when 
it dawned on me that some “miracle” was 
happening during the entire event. The 
sun did not shine. While we suffered chill-
ing in the car and even when we got home 
from getting wet and soaked during the 
day, it was all well and good. Imagine if 
the sun had shone bright throughout the 
waiting and the mass, from, say, 7 AM to 
5 PM – some 10 hours. We would have 
drank more water, been inconvenienced 
with walking to and falling in line for the 
portalets, got burned by the sun, sweated. 
Perhaps some people would have suf-
fered from heatstroke.

God took care of a possible worst 
condition for the 6 million people and 
gave His people a much better situation. 
For those of us who made sacrifices to be 
with the pope and celebrated the papal 
mass, we felt great. As for me, I only real-
ized God’s love after a few days. It was a 
miracle indeed.

____________

In a recent culture-building workshop 
in our company, we were asked “Why am 
I here?” (in the company). While others 
showed pictures and drawings, I wrote in 
my handwriting, as follows:

“My family and I have always loved 
nature and the outdoors. We love the 
beach, snorkeling, trekking, going on pic-
nics and sitting on the grass and under the 
trees, strolling in parks, breathing fresh 
air. I would like future generations to enjoy 
nature as we enjoy it today.

Also, we have always tried to live by 
the 4 S’s in our community – simplicity, 
stewardship, sharing and service. Tak-
ing care of the environment is something 
I am passionate about. I believe in being 
responsible for the world I live in and in 
making sure I do not contribute to damag-
ing it. And this company provides me the 
opportunity to do just that – protect the en-
vironment – on a bigger scale.”

____________

A husband and wife had been mar-
ried for 60 years and had no secrets ex-
cept one: The woman kept in her closet 
a shoe box that she forbade her husband 
from ever opening. But when she was on 
her deathbed – and with her blessing – he 
opened the box and found a crocheted doll 
and $95,000 in cash.

“My mother told me that the secret 
to a happy marriage was to never argue,” 
she explained. “Instead, I should keep 
quiet and crochet a doll.”

Her husband was touched. Only one 
doll was in the box – that meant she’d 
been angry with him only once in 60 years. 
“But what about all this money?” he asked.

“Oh,” she said, “That’s the money I 
made from selling the dolls.”

– www.rd.com 
____________

God loves each of us as if there were 
only one of us.

– St. Augustine
____________
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Continued on page 13

Rey Mella, Cana BCGG
 spiritual tidBits and humor

John 3:16 “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only Son, that who-
ever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.”

____________

My wife and I recently celebrated our 
30th wedding anniversary. It’s been 30 
years of patience and understanding and 
love. That’s all I have to say about that.

____________

My mother came home all the way 
from Canada to see Pope Francis. At 
83, she is still physically strong. But then 
again, she is 83 and old. But with her faith 
and her love of God, she braved Luneta 
and the 12 hours of waiting, and attended 
the mass to be with 6 million people and to 
be with the pope. She never complained 
about getting wet from the continuous driz-
zle, hungry, needing a restroom break, the 
cold… nothing. Such passion and com-
mitment and love that is difficult to match! 
Someday, God willing, when I get to 83, I 
should be able to pass the same test of 
physical endurance under similar condi-
tions.

____________

Last Christmas, we received by mail 
our usual Christmas card from my mother. 
My mom is the only person today that I 
personally know, who still sends greeting 
cards by mail. She is perhaps one of those 
few who have not migrated to the internet 
and online technology. In spite of the “in-
convenience”, the expense for the card 
and postage stamps, and the cumber-
someness of the process, my mom has not 
missed sending a card to us on my birth-
day, Valentine’s and Christmas.  It must be 
for the love of greeting and remembering 

her children that my mom does this, even if 
she knows there are fewer and fewer peo-
ple who do these through the post office.

____________

Adam was walking around the Gar-
den of Eden feeling very lonely, so God 
asked, “What is wrong with you?” Adam 
said he didn’t have anyone to talk with. 
God said he was going to give him a com-
panion.

God said, “This person will cook for 
you and wash your clothes. She will always 
agree with every decision you make. She 
will bear your children and never ask you 
to get up in the middle of the night to take 
care of them. She will not nag you, and she 
will always be the first to admit she was 
wrong when you’ve had a disagreement. 
She will never have a headache, and she 
will freely give love and compassion when-
ever needed.”

On love

Adam asked God, “What will this 
woman cost?”

God replied, “An arm and a leg.”
Adam said, “What can I get for just a 

rib?”
- jokes.cc.com

____________

My family and I along with my sister 
and my mother were at or near Luneta 
starting 3 AM on January 18 for the pa-
pal mass scheduled at 3 PM. The gates 
opened around 4 AM and by 7 AM, we were 
all stationed, positioned and seated at our 
assigned places as MEFP Marshalls for 
the event. Around noon, the drizzle start-
ed. Since we were forewarned, we came 
prepared with plastic disposal raincoats. 
The rain continued through the rest of the 
day, through mass (the rain seemed to 
become stronger during the entire mass), 

The Mella family with Rey’s 83-year-old mother Paz (left) and her sister Gerlie (right) in Luneta to 
celebrate mass with Pope Francis.
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nEwsBits  /  announCEmEnts prosE and poEtry
Chacho Angeles, Thessalonians BCGG

Presence I
 

It is so peaceful here
At Betania Retreat House,
Makes me feel that I am
In Your house, Father.

It is so quiet and yet I know,
That this place is full of life.
The tall trees swaying
With the gentle breezes,
Sanctuary to birds and butterflies
And insects too.
There are shrubs with leaves,
Big and small, narrow and wide,
With flowers of different
Colors, sizes and shapes,
Green and red, white and yellow.
They go about their living
In meditative silence, as if
With the people here, seeking
In prayer Your Love,
Which gives Life to all,
In the solitude of the heart.

Presence II

Father,
Thank you for the gift of 

community,
And for the gift of Your presence
I experienced when the Pope
Visited and mingled with us 

recently.
Thank you for the gift of his 

words
And for the gift of his silence and 
Oneness with us.
Thank you for this grace
That you showered me with,
Stronger than the typhoon winds
And rain that came with him,
Warming me despite the cold
That was chilling me to the bone.

It is unlike feeling Your presence
In the silence of Betania, but
Nonetheless in the sea of people,
The din and the busy-ness,
The cold, the wind and the rain,
It was Your presence that I felt
In the solitude of my heart.

This did inspire me
To continue to thank You
For Your continuing blessings.
You carried me on Your shoulders
Through all these years, though
I have often forgotten You, 
And set You aside
For my worldly desires.
I have often neglected to pray,
To contemplate Your words,
And learn more of Your love.
Helping only myself, and
Forgetting those around me.
For You, I have only a skinny love.

Please grant me the grace 
To see and feel Your presence
In my daily life, and to 
Appreciate Your overflowing love.
Be with me in my inward journey,
Strengthen and make me wise, and
Prepare me for my outward 

journey,
That I may grow and recognize
And respond to the many 

invitations
You bring before me every minute 

of my life,
To be with You in Your loving 

heart.
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Calendar of Activities:  February - April 2015
February Venue Contacts / Sponsors
7 Sat Shepherds’ General Assembly San Carlos LayForce, Session Room 1 Magis Deo 426-7191 
7 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center North Sector, Praxis Ministry, Easter
   Multi-Purpose Hall (3rd Floor) Archangel Gabriel, Genesis of David
15 Suyuan Navotas Rhea Gaddi 0917-8557376 
21 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
22 Suyuan San Pedro, Laguna Rhea Gaddi 0917-855-7376 
27-Mar 1  Spiritual Deepening Retreat (SDR) RVM, Quezon City Suni Rodriguez 0917-927-4750
28-Mar 1  Shepherding Seminar 3rd Floor, Kaban ng Hiyas Function Hall MEFP 426-4206
   Mandaluyong City
March
6-8 Marriage Encounter Weekend Carmelite Center, Tagaytay City Josie Llamas 821-0631
 SD: Fr. James Gascon, SJ  Magis Deo 426-7191
7 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Central Sector, Outreach Ministry
   Multi-Purpose Hall (3rd Floor) Exodus, Good Shepherd, Psalmaritans
13-15 Annual Ignatian Retreat (AIR) Carmelite Center, Tagaytay Suni Rodriguez 0917-927-4750
21 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
April
11 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center South Sector, CSM, Magnificat,
   Multi-Purpose Hall (3rd Floor) James Brother of John, Sirach
18 Council and Ministry Heads Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
24-26  Spiritual Deepening Retreat-2  Villa Sta. Luisa, Tagaytay City Suni Rodriguez 0917-927-4750

February Birthday Celebrants
1 Helen Chua Sirach
2 Mark Madrid John
4 Anna Pili Mt. Olivet
5 Levy Pingol ME Class 114
5 Arlyn Tabilog James, Brother of John
9 Ferdie Joson Sirach
11 Gary Canoso Magnificat
15 Jovy De Leon James, Brother of John
16 Danny Mendoza Exodus
17 Aura Dela Rosa ME Class 118
17 Gero Siquian ME Class 117
18 Mon Cuartero ME Class 111
18 Domeng Gagatiga Mt. Olivet
19 Kit Martinez Good Shepherd
22 Jonah Hipolito ME Class 109
22 Ronnie Tabuzo Song of Ruth
23 Ed Agbada ME Class 117
24 Vicky Mendoza Exodus
26 Arlene Tanchico ME Class 118
27 Atoy Apo Exodus
28 Jun Ahyong Sirach
28 Gie Belga ME Class 116
28 Bren Lumbao ME Class 116
28 Pao Verches ME Class 118

February Wedding Anniversaries
3 Ray & Ging De Guzman John
6 Gelo & Chels Castro ME Class 116
7 Uriel & Yella Castillo Archangel Gabriel
8 Ed & Cristy Agbada ME Class 117
8 Benz & Vina Dimanalata Good Shepherd
9 Rjay & Star Santos Ephesians
10 Danny & Charito Dimayuga Sirach
10 Frank & Fe+ Reyes Jeremiah-Philippians
14 Jun & Vivian Ahyong Sirach
14 Leony & Mia Parada Psalm 46-Samaritans
14 Allan & Che-Che Quimson ME Class 118
25 Egay+ & Djarn Pestaño Sirach
28 Vince & Lyra Yamat ME Class 114

Birthdays - First 10 days of  March
3 Dan Bonuel ME Class 101
3 Nitz Eslava Psalm 46-Samaritans
8 Mayo Nuqui ME Class 117
8 Marivic Pareja Prodigal 102
10 Carol Loresto ME Class 108
10 Marilu Sta. Maria Magnificat

Wedding Anniversaries - First 10 days of March
3 Deng & Wewe Francisco ME Class 118
3 Noli & Gero Siquian ME Class 117
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