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An Easter Recollection

Peace be with you! 
First words from the empty tomb

Continued on page 13

Last April 11, 2015 the Magis Deo 
Community had an Easter Recollection 
at the San Carlos Lay Formation Center. 
Fr. Antonio Martin Basilio, SJ, Associate 
Director of the Philippine Jesuit Prison 
Service Foundation, facilitated the recol-
lection and celebrated the mass that 
followed.

Petition: 
Deliver us Lord from every evil, and 

grant us peace in our day. In your mercy 
keep us free from sin and protect us from 
all our anxieties, as we wait in joyful hope 
for the coming of our savior, Jesus Christ. 

How Israelites understand Peace or 
Shalom

Shalom idiomatically meant both 
hello and goodbye. When one extended 
this greeting to another, it meant peace 
between people or countries. One also 
used this greeting when he wanted to 
wish the other prosperity and wholeness. 

How do we understand peace today? 
Peace can also be a state of being: 

peace of mind and being at peace with 
the world. It may also mean the absence 
of war and conflict between nations and 

relationships. Peace is also a natural 
recourse when parties have strained, 
stained, or damaged their relationships 
with each other. There is a constant call 
to reconcile and restore the relationship 
to its previous state and remove conflict. 

The context of Peace: God’s love
God loves us despite our sinful-

ness. Throughout human history, God 
has always actively called us into a 
loving relationship with Him despite our 
tendency to sin. He sent His only son to 
redeem us from our sins. It was an active 
call to restore our relationship and abide 
in Him; for he is the vine, and we are His 
branches (John 15:1-8).

Second, the Lord also encourages us 
to forgive. He continues to love and for-
give us although we despise, wound, and 
reject Him (Isaiah 53). By forgiving others, 
we are also forgiven (Matt 6:12-14). The 
Lord also tells us not to judge, lest we fall 
on the same fate. When we pardon, we 
are also pardoned (Luke 6:37). 

Peace be with you: an offer of 
forgiveness

Forgiving is not easy. It is difficult 
since forgiveness is a choice. When a 

person forgives, he gives up self-pity, re-
sentment, vengeance, and anger towards 
a person or groups of persons and not 
let that pain define him. By doing so, the 
person allows himself to heal and move 
on with his life. 

How do we know that we have totally 
forgiven? 
• We keep no record of wrongs (1 Cor 

13:5)
• Genesis 45: You do NOT

•	 tell what they have done to you
•	 tell them to be afraid of you 
•	 want them to feel guilty

While this is easier said than done, 
what makes forgiveness so difficult to 
extend is that the ones who have the 
greatest capability to hurt us deeply are 
the ones we love and the ones who are 
closest to us: our spouses, our parents, 
family, pastors, teachers, coaches, best 
friends, and others. 

St. Peter BCGG

St. Peter BCGG, the 
newest Basic Christian 
Growth Group of the Magis 
Deo Community, was 
commissioned last 11 April 
2015, with Jun & Vivian 
Ahyong as shepherds.
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Price of 
peace

12 April 2015
Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

ou can just imagine what the 
disciples of Christ were going 
through after his crucifixion, 

death, and burial. Side by side with their 
grief and sorrow for his death was their 
deep fear for their own lives. That is why a 
group of them were together behind closed 
doors, as narrated in today’s Gospel read-
ing (Jn. 20:19). This was precisely the time 
when the Risen Jesus appeared in their 
midst and said: “Peace be with you.” Not 
once but twice, so they would not miss it, 
and He followed this by adding: “As the Fa-
ther has sent me, so I send you.”

They were together again the follow-
ing week with the doors locked, and this 
time the apostle Thomas was with them. 

His human logic was stronger than his 
spiritual faith when he exclaimed: “Unless 
I see the mark of the nails in his hands and 
put my finger into the nail marks and put 
my hand into his side, I will not believe” 
(v.25). Again, for the third time, Jesus ap-
peared before them, and for the third time 
said, “Peace be with you.” Thomas’ faith 
awakened and he humbly exclaimed: “My 
Lord and my God.” But the punch line of 
it all came with the loving words of Jesus 
that followed: “Blessed are those who 
have not seen and have believed.”

The price of peace is loving faith, 
amidst all the signs of crucifixion. This is 
the spiritual challenge as well as opportu-
nity for each one of us. As one author puts 
it, the nail marks of the crucifixion are all 
around us. Many are sick. Others are job-
less. The majority of our people are materi-
ally poor.

“So where are our ‘wounds,’ our ‘nail 
marks’? What hurt do we feel for oth-
ers, what burdens have we taken on for 
the sake of another? What crosses have 
we borne that we might bring the hope of 
resurrection into someone’s experience 
of crucifixion? ... We all have scars from 
our own Good Fridays that remain despite 
our small Resurrections. Our ‘nail marks’ 
remind us that all pain and grief, all ridicule 
and suffering, all disappointments and an-
guish, are transformed into healing and 
peace in the love of God we experience 
from others and that we extend to them. 
Jesus says to Thomas and his brothers 
to not be afraid of the nail marks and the 
scars and the fractured bones and the 
crushed spirit and the broken heart. Com-
passion, forgiveness, justice – no matter 
how clumsily offered – can heal and mend. 
In the light of unwavering hope, with the 
assurance of God’s unlimited grace, even 
the simplest act of kindness and under-
standing is the realization of Easter in our 
midst.” (From Connections, April 2015).

A couple and their two teenage chil-
dren were all eagerly set to leave for a 
Holy Week pilgrimage to the Holy Land. A 
week before their trip, their one and only 
house help suffered a severe stroke, and 
she was rushed to the hospital. After a 
thorough diagnosis was done, the doctor 
proposed a radical operation, which was 
very expensive. An alternative was to treat 
her with strong medicines, but the results 
would be unreliable. The couple could not 
afford both the trip and the operation fi-
nancially, and so they prayed over it and 
decided to cancel their family pilgrimage. 
A real cross for the couple and their chil-
dren. The operation was done, and it was 
a real success, which was no less than a 
resurrection for both the housemaid and 
the couple. Without their conscious aware-
ness, the Risen Lord whispered to both 
the housemaid and the couple. “Peace be 
with you.” Goodbye, Holy Land!

In my more than 40 years of ministry 
as a professional marriage counselor, I 
have experienced God’s loving interven-
tion between husband and wife who are 
in serious trouble, provided both spouses 
respond to God’s presence, push aside 
their egos, and reach out to each other’s 
needs, based on mutual love and justice. 
Due to human frailties, the process can be 

long but doable. At the end of it all, each 
spouse will hear God’s voice in the silence 
of his/her heart: Peace be with you. God, 
husband, and wife. The perfect love tri-
angle.

On the community level, our First 
Reading for today precisely describes the 
early Christian community as stewards of 
Christ, rather than owners of their pos-
sessions. “There was no needy person 
among them, for those who owned prop-
erty or houses would sell them, bring pro-
ceeds of the sale, and put them at the feet 
of the apostles, and they were distributed 
to each according to need” (Acts 4:34-35).

Is this still happening today? In quite 
a number of Christian communities today, 
something similar is happening indeed. 
From Couples for Christ, to Marriage En-
counter communities, to Gawad Kalinga 
villages, to mention a few. As far as I 
know, there are already 2,400 GK villages 
all over our country, not to mention that it 
now exists in a number of other countries 
outside the Philippines. And the resilience, 
cooperation, and dedicated work of the 
beneficiary families as led by the GK or-
ganizers are simply amazing. Not only in 
building their houses, but in value forma-
tion programs and community building. A 
British author, Thomas Graham, was so 
inspired by his visits to GK villages all over 
the country that he wrote and published 
a very inspiring book just this past year, 
2014, entitled The Genius of the Poor – A 
Journey with Gawad Kalinga.

Let us humbly and gratefully accept 
the presence and message of the Risen 
Christ. PEACE BE WITH YOU.
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 Editorial

Levy & Roxanne Espiritu
Transfiguration BCGG

The close of each Community Celebration usually 
finds an ME Class standing nervously in front of 
the community making an urgent plea for couple 
recruits. This has always been the experience of every 
sponsoring class, but last month, the plea sounded so 

urgent we could not help but feel the desperation and anxiety 
of the class begging for more couple-candidates. The number 
of couples for each Weekend has been dwindling for some time 
now, and it seems recruitment is a Calvary at this time.

That is so sad. We remember our own Weekend – 33 
couples! We were so many we needed five couples as class 
coordinators.  Thirty-three couples on fire to make their 
marriages work!  Many of us came burdened with problems and 
pain and even anger, but by the end of the Weekend, most, if 
not all of us, had come to the realization that when we carry our 
crosses with love, God will give us Easter.

Every time we recruit couples for the ME Weekend, we 
are carrying out our mission of helping build God’s kingdom. 
Yet inviting married couples to what could be the start of 
their spiritual journey is a real challenge.  We need to pray 
passionately to be touched by the grace to pursue, persist and 
find creative ways to entice other couples for a Weekend that 
begins just for themselves and which, with God’s grace, could 
end up as a life-long spiritual love affair. That is how we change 
the world.

Who can forget the excitement of sponsoring an ME 
Weekend? We have served as auxies, prayed for candidates, 
solicited palancas and vigil prayers, given up our family Sunday 
so we could accompany a couple candidate’s family to the 
harana. And still each Weekend is accompanied by anxiety 
and the fear that we have not done enough, that our many 
“kapalpakans” will be an obstacle for the candidates. 

Magis Deo’s vision is “to help build God’s kingdom here on earth in 
response to His unconditional love and His call and invitation, in the 
Ignatian spirit of magis (more) as a community, as an individual, 
couples and families.”

Building God’s kingdom on earth

ME Recruitment:
Our mission and our passion

But we also remember consoling a first-time sharer shaking 
after her talk, and then watching her anxiety turn to deep joy 
and gratitude when a candidate comes up to tell her she was 
deeply moved by her sharing. Listening to them, we realize we 
have just witnessed Jesus’ breaking of the bread and accepted 
His invitation to come and eat.

Who can count the many times the Lord blesses us and 
allows us to witness resurrection? How can we not believe the 
Holy Spirit is working to touch the hearts and minds of every 
couple and individual in the room, from the presenting team to 
the sponsoring class, from the candidates to the haranistas? 

We have had our share of journeys with couples we have 
brought into Magis Deo, and each time, without fail, they have 
brought us wondrous joy and renewed spirituality. All of us in 
Magis Deo bear witness to how an ME Weekend experience can 
bring hope and vitality to couples, rekindling relationships with 
renewed compassion – and passion – for each other.

Similarly, we have experienced renewed vigor and 
confidence in carrying out God’s mission for us. And so, three 
months before every ME Weekend, we set ourselves, armed 
with the grace, wisdom and courage; and each time the cycle 
starts, we pray, and search again and again for another couple 
recruit.

Our marriage and our family is overflowing with love and 
grace because of the Marriage Encounter Weekend. We have 
accepted the Lord’s commissioning to spread the gospel of the 
Marriage Encounter to other couples, so that they too may 
experience life fully.

With deep gratitude, we continue to recruit.
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 CounCil CornEr

The youth and Ignatian spirituality

Nilo & Marilu Sta. Maria
Council, Magnificat BCGG

This year our Magis Deo Community 
hopes to invigorate the participation of our Magis Deo youth by 
strengthening their spiritual formation alongside that of the com-
munity at large. It is the Youth Ministry’s goal to plant and water 
the seeds of the core values of Magis Deo, the four S’s – Stew-
ardship, Simplicity, Sharing and Service. And what is a more ideal 
way to grow these seeds than the Ignatian path to spirituality? 
Why? Because, as Fr. James Martin, SJ describes it, it is a spiri-
tuality for real life. It is a very practical way of encountering God as 
one lives from day to day, and trains the young minds and hearts 
to find God in all things. The Ministry hopes to provide opportuni-
ties for our youth to have real experiences and real encounters 
with our GOD, and not just to talk about Him and discuss things 
about Him. So then in the process, and in the end, our youth will 
have a personal and dynamic relationship with Him.

At this stage in their lives the youth will constantly ask ques-
tions, seek answers and, with their unbridled energy, will try any-
thing to discover the role they should play in this world. In his book 
The Jesuit Guide to (almost) Everything, Fr. Martin again provides 
the questions proper to Ignatian Spirituality:

       How do I know what I am supposed to do in life?
       How do I know who I am supposed to be?
       How do I make a good decision?
       How can I live a simple life?
       How can I be a good friend?
       How can I face suffering?
       How can I be happy?
       How can I find God?
       How do I pray?
       How do I love?

Our Youth Ministry is now cutting out a program of activities 
geared toward this end. We enjoin all parents to encourage their 
children to join the ministry. Friends of the children whose parents 
are not members of Magis Deo are also welcome. In fact this can 
be an avenue for their parents to attend the ME Weekend and 
join Magis Deo.

Below are the Ministry’s planned activities for this year:
Youth Planning Activity
Date – Early February
Venue – Magis Deo Center
• To appoint youth leaders by sector who could be the 

lead coordinators
• To develop an annual agenda with specific goals to be 

achieved
• To rejuvenate the existing active members as well as 

invite new members to participate in the community cel-
ebration.

Youth Summer Camp
Date – May/June
Venue – To be determined
• A two- or three-day youth formation camp.
• Based on the theme, this will instill formation values like 

nature conservation, interpersonal relationship, and indi-
vidual/community spirituality among others.

• Sports activities and group/individual competitions.
Outreach program
Venue – a Magis Deo adopted community
Date – During the school term break (September)
• Group/Team building
• Realizing the value and gift of sharing time and talent 

with others
• Personal goals for developing oneself as a citizen

Monthly activities during the community celebrations aim to 
hold short sessions for the youth with an invited speaker, and/
or the youth will join the community if the talk at the ComCel is 
relevant to them. The bottom line is, that it is hoped that these 
activities will help in their encounter with God, building a personal 
relationship with Jesus.
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Mennen A. Aracid
Easter BCGG

Reflections at the May 5, 2015 Easter BCGG meeting

“My peace I give to you”

Scripture: John 14:27-31
27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as 

the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, 
neither let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, ‘I go 
away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have 
rejoiced, because I go to the Father; for the Father is greater 
than I. 29 And now I have told you before it takes place, so that 
when it does take place, you may believe. 30 I will no longer talk 
much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no 
power over me; 31 but I do as the Father has commanded me, 
so that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us go 
hence.

Reflection: Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them 
be afraid. I give you the peace not as the world does but as I 
do. 

If you really think about it, what does peace of mind in 
simple practical terms mean? 

a. I have a job and a spouse who loves me.
b. I meet my obligations.
c. I am able to send children to school.
d. I have a career to look forward to.
e. I have a good set of friends who understand me and can 

be there when I need them.
f. I have properties I can be proud of.
g. I can save and can afford little luxuries as rewards for 

my personal achievements.
h. I hope to have a little fund that will cover my loved ones’ 

needs when they grow old. 
i. I have a relationship with the Lord that is not perfect but 

it is one that works. 
However, there are times when I feel I am pursuing a mov-

ing target. I feel that as I am about to hit my goals, they conve-
niently move away. The aspiration gets complicated. Suddenly 

that phone I was aiming to buy now suddenly feels old. The SUV 
now needs a lot of repair should probably be disposed and sold. 

The job that I prayed so hard for is now disengaging. Now I 
look towards the other side of the fence where I think the grass 
is greener. I prayed for space big enough to rent and store the 
papers from my years of teaching. Now it is not enough that I 
rent, but I have to own a house that I can call my own.

These are some of the few things that keep me awake at 
night. But these are also what fuel my ambition; they also cause 
me to rise up in the morning. It is as if I only bought peace for a 
fleeting moment. And then suddenly it slips away and transforms 
itself into a bigger yearning to have and to acquire. Now I am not 
contented, I am not at peace with what I have. 

I ask myself: When does it all stop? This is perhaps the rat 
race that all of us may find ourselves trapped in at some point 
in our lives. Is this what it boils down to: to get a sense of being 
ahead, only to find out that the stakes of the game have already 
changed? 

In today’s reading, the Lord created for me a special 
question, one that I totally was unprepared to answer: Today’s 
reading is his pun intended: Let not your hearts be troubled. But 
what happens if it is your heart that is in trouble, and as a conse-
quence of that I am constantly troubled? 

The Lord also said: Let your heart not be afraid. But Lord, I 
am afraid. When I share my experience with other people, they 
become concerned for me. However, none of them really un-
derstand what I am going through. Even heart patients are just 
too happy to be given a new lease on life. And here I am Lord, 
why is it so hard for me to believe your word when you say that 
I should never be afraid when you have me at the palm of your 
hand? 

What is this peace that you promise to embed in my heart? 
But when I do all to find you, I fail often and I fall hard. How is it 
that it is my head that agrees but it is my heart that resists? Is it 
because it is the one you struck? 

Would I have been a better believer if it is my head that you 
humbled instead of my heart? Would I have loved you more and 
trusted you more? Would I have feared less if you scared me 
that way? And I think if you did, you would numb me more. You 
would have made it more difficult for me to love you because 
you would have decreased my capability to grasp you more.

Instead, you chose to strike my heart and not my mind. 
Perhaps you knew that the beating of my heart is something I do 
not control, that would be the final invitation for me to finally put 
my trust in you. 

The bigger lesson is not for me to understand why I have to 
endure my condition. Help me find the courage to trust in you; 
that when I become courageous, only then will I be embraced by 
the inner peace that you promise.
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July 31 is the feast of 
Saint Ignatius. His spirituality, 
drawn from his Spiritual Exercises and 
his lived experience, is known for its 
practicality. Ignatian spirituality is used 
by people of all kinds of backgrounds 
and religious traditions. I was a Jesuit 
for nearly three years and had the op-
portunity to learn the Ignatian tradition 
well through the Spiritual Exercises, 
a 30-day silent retreat of prayer and 
discernment, and I got to apply this 
unique spirituality to various kinds of 
situations: in hospitals, with university 
students, and with young children.

The truth is, Ignatian Spirituality can apply to people of all 
ages and children especially are apt to receiving it well. Why? 
The secret is, Ignatian prayer and principles allow children to 
access parts of themselves they already know so well, like their 
imagination and feelings. While children may not be able to go 
further into the nuances of discerning the meaning of why they 
feel a certain way, they are freer of attachments and biases that 
adults have grown to have. One of St Ignatius’ first points is that 
one must be free of disordered attachments, those things that 
are holding us back from moving toward God. Children tend to 
be less hindered on their journey to God. As Jesus prayed to his 
Father, “… although you have hidden these things from the wise 
and the learned you have revealed them to the childlike.” (Mat-
thew 11:25)

Kids’ Ignatian Exercises

There are three easy ways to integrate Ignatian spiritual-
ity into the lives of kids. The first begins with finding God in all 
things. When I lived in Syracuse I worked two days a week with 
some primary school children. I remember one kindergarten 
teacher sending the class into the schoolyard to find one item 
that God made. They brought back things like sticks and leaves 
and rocks. Now we can say that God made everything but this 
gives children the opportunity to acknowledge bits and pieces of 
God’s creation, even if it’s just in the natural parts of the world.

Ignatian Spirituality for Kids
By ANDY OTTO     http://godinallthings.com/2012/07/31/ignatian-spirituality-for-kids/

The second Ignatian exercise that’s easy to introduce to 
children is imaginative prayer. St Ignatius recommends that 
the pray-er read through a gospel passage and then place him 
or herself in the scene, letting it play out, interacting with the 
characters, and noticing their senses and feelings. What could 
children be better at than pretending? I once had a first grade 
class close their eyes as I read a simplified version of the gospel 
story of the storm at sea. They were told to imagine that they 
were in the boat. I even had them make the sounds of the wind 
and the sea. And then the calm. Silence. By engaging their 
senses and pretending they were really there the kids were able 
to tell me about their feelings as they were “sitting in the boat”. 
Some were “scared” or “sad” and when Jesus calmed the storm 
they felt “glad” or “safe”. And what a God who can take away 
fear and bring safety!

The third exercise lets us bring St Ignatius’ Examen prayer 
to children. The Examen is a review of the day where one pays 
attention to their feelings and God’s movement. The prayer can 
be simplified by asking children to tell you about something that 
happened to them today, asking them how it made them feel, 
and what they might want to say to God about it. Do they want 
to thank God? Or do they want to ask God for help?

Children already speak the language of Ignatian spirituality 
because they have the capability to imagine, feel, and reflect. 
They know when something feels right or wrong and when they 
are happy or sad. These exercises can act as an avenue for 
kids to get in touch with God and come to know more how God 
works in their lives.
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Last January, 2014, on the Sunday 
celebrating the feast of the Sto. Niño, our 
8-year old granddaughter, Tammi, sang for 
the first time with the Children’s Choir of 
St. James the Greater Church in Alabang. 

For quite some time before that, she 
had persistently asked me to let her join 
the choir. Thinking that singing does not 
run in the family’s genes, I paid little at-
tention to her requests. And, I would pray, 
“Lord, could You please discourage her? 
She can dance, but sing?”

The Sunday before the feast of the 
Sto. Niño, Tammi asked me again. Well, I 
thought, let this run its course. 

Tammi and I approached the Choir 
Directress. “My granddaughter would like 
to join the choir. When can she audition?”

“Oh, we have no audition! Any child 
who wishes to join the choir is welcome! 
She can come for practice on Saturday, 

and she can sing on Sunday!” And with 
that, Tammi got her wish.

For the next 14 months, Tammi 
devoted her Saturday mornings to choir 
practice, and on Sundays, she joined some 
18 other young choir members in filling the 
church with angelic music at the 10 a.m. 
Children’s Mass. A few times, she sang the 
response for the Responsorial Psalm solo. 
I have since changed my prayer. It now 
is, “Lord, could You make her voice really 
beautiful? She just wishes to sing for You.”

Fast forward… March, 2015. Tammi 
was again tasked to be the angel who 
would lift the black mourning veil from the 
statue of the sorrowing Mother Mary at the 
“salubong”, the culmination of the Eas-
ter vigil rites in our parish. This would be 
her second time, an easy repeat perfor-
mance, except that our new parish priest 
asked that she sing the Regina Coeli in 
Latin. With just ten days before Easter, 

Singing to Jesus 
and His Mother 

Sally G. Chua Chiaco, John BCGG

both granddaughter and grandma were 
overcome with anxiety. I did not know the 
Latin lyrics of Regina Coeli, much less the 
chant itself.

Her Choir Directress taught Tammi the 
chant during the choir’s Holy Wednesday 
practice, and with the help of notes which 
I played on our old organ, we sang it over 
and over at home. 

Nervously anticipating what she would 
have to do in front of the church crowd, 
Tammi would often say, “I don’t want to be 
the angel anymore. I don’t want to sing.” 
And I would reply, “Tammi, you can do it! 
We’ve committed to do this. It’s too late 
to find someone else to do it.” (Sorry for 
the lesson on commitment.) Later on, I 
found myself telling her, “I don’t know the 
chant, Tammi. Very few people do. So 
even if you sing it up or down, left or right, 
no one will know the better!” I thought one 
of the grandmas watching the rehearsals 
said it well, “Para sa akin, basta bata ang 
kumanta, kahit may mali, maganda pa ring 
pakinggan. Sweet at angelic pa rin.”

So on that glorious Easter morning, 
at half past midnight, Tammi danced with 
13 other angels to Handel’s “Messiah-
Hallelujah Chorus” to welcome with joy 
the statues of the risen Jesus meeting His 
Mother. Then she went up a platform 15 
feet high, sang the Regina Coeli to the sor-
rowing Mother Mary, and lifted the black 
veil covering her face. The crowd clapped 
and cheered in jubilation for indeed, the 
Lord is risen!

Continued on page 9
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My heart was overjoyed at the sight 
of this angel, our angel singing to Mother 
Mary and lifting her veil. And again, I 
recalled Jesus’ promise at the “salubong” 
last year: “This child will lift the veil from 
your face and bring you joy. Grieve no 
more.” I also heard Jesus telling me, “See, 
she can sing!” I relished the realization that 
Tammi being part of the Children’s Choir 
had a purpose.

As for the stage grandma, I can now 
sing the Regina Coeli in Latin. Tammi and I 
sing it while traveling in the car as if it were 
a pop song. We have fun singing to glorify 
the Lord! 

Singing to...
Continued from page 8

Salubong (Tagalog for “meeting”) is a 
traditional Filipino devotion that reenacts the encounter of the 
risen Christ with his mother. In communities in the Philippines, 
on the morning of Easter Sunday, statues of the risen Christ and 
of the blessed mother are carried through town in two separate 
processions. The men of the community, in a procession of joyful 
celebration, accompany the statue of Christ; the women of the 
community, in a somber procession of mourning, accompany 
the image of the sorrowful mother, shrouded in a black mourning 
veil. They arrive at a designated meeting place, usually in front 
of the church, where a little girl dressed as an angel removes the 
black mourning veil from the statue of Mary. This devotion is also 
celebrated in many parishes in the United States that serve the 
Filipino community. 

Neela Kale   www.bustedhalo.com

The Easter prayer, Regina Coeli 
or Regina Caeli (“Queen of Heaven” in 
Latin), is a wonderful tribute to our Lord’s 
resurrection and to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary (pictured in her Coronation at right). 
Although its origins are unknown, it dates 
back to the 13th century. 

The Regina Coeli is one of four 
antiphons (short liturgical texts sung or 
chanted in a responsorial pattern) dedi-
cated to Our Lady. It is often sung as a 
hymn and has had numerous musical set-
tings in its original V. Latin text, including 
several by Mozart.

V. Regina caeli, laetare, alleluia.
R. Quia quem meruisti portare, 

alleluia.
V. Resurrexit, sicut dixit, alleluia.
R. Ora pro nobis Deum, alleluia.
V. Gaude et laetare, Virgo Maria, 

alleluia.
R. Quia surrexit Dominus vere, 

alleluia.
Oremus…

Traditionally, it is prayed standing, 
often at noon, in place of another well-

known prayer, the Angelus, during the 
Easter Season from Easter Day until 
Pentecost.

V. Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia. 
R. For He, whom thou wast worthy to 

bear, alleluia. 
V. Has risen as He said, alleluia. 
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia. 
V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, 

alleluia. 
R. Because the Lord is truly risen, 

alleluia.
Let us pray. O God, Who by the 
Resurrection of Thy Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, hast been pleased to 
give joy to the whole world, grant 
we beseech Thee, that through the 
intercession of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, His Mother, we may attain the 
joys of eternal life. Through the same 
Christ, our Lord. 
R. Amen.

According to The Golden Legend, 
a famous 13th century work about the 
saints, Pope St. Gregory the Great heard 
angels singing the first three verses from 
the Regina Coeli during a procession in 
the 6th century and was inspired to add 
the fourth line “Ora pro nobis Deum” 
(“pray for to us to God” in Latin). Although 
this story is itself considered to be a 

Regina Coeli

legend, it is, as Father Herbert Thurston 
once put it in his book Familiar Prayers, 
“inseparably associated with the Regina 
Coeli.”

www.ourcatholicprayers.com
www.ewtn.com
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Batanes baby Kimi Abapo, Magis Youth

Continued on page 11

My flight was at 5:30 AM on a Good Friday. I was off to Batanes for 
a 9-day holiday and my mom was livid. How could I go on a trip on Good 
Friday? My trip, aggravated by the fact that my sister was also spending 
the Holy Weekend in Baguio, irked my mom. She says we didn’t respect 
tradition anymore. We only wanted to have fun. We didn’t even con-
sider spending Holy Week with the family. So went her sermon. 

It turns out my mom’s sermon did not go to waste. The moment 
I took my seat on the 30-seater plane, I took out my travel rosary and 
prayed. I finished by the time the plane was cruising. I slept a bit, ate the 
complimentary brownie, and listened to music on my iPod. After what 
seemed like only a minute, the pilot announced our descent. We were 
landing in Batanes.

I stepped out of the plane full of fervor to start my day. My first 
day in this dream destination. I’ve dreamt of coming here for years but 
only now found the perfect timing (and promo fare). I invited my friends 
to come along but for various reasons they couldn’t go and I ended up 
traveling alone. I’m used to solo trips anyway so I wasn’t really appre-
hensive. I was excited even. 

I arrived in Ivana town at 10 AM after a grueling search for a tri-
cycle to take me there. It was Good Friday indeed – public transport 
stopped operating. I chose to stay in a traditional Ivatan house, the 
Hidalgo heritage house, the ancestral home of the prominent Hidalgo 
family. I was mesmerized by the rustic beauty of the place. This weath-
er-beaten house was so charming; the wind and rain did a pretty good 
job. Ms. Juliet, the niece-in-law of the Hidalgos, welcomed me to the 
house. She was nice and accommodating, clucking at why I was alone, 
for I had the whole house to myself. I wondered why I hadn’t thought of 
bringing my family. Then I remembered my mom’s disapproving look on 
traveling during Holy Week.

I asked Ms. Juliet if there was a Good Friday mass at the Ivana 
Church. She was thrilled, a bit surprised actually, to meet a practicing 
Catholic tourist. She said she was participating in the Seven Last Words 
as a speaker. I wondered what this was about and later on found myself 
pleasantly surprised at the answer. She told me her kasambahay Fely 
would accompany me to Ivana Church that afternoon. Glad I got the 
arrangements out of the way; I rested and acquainted myself with my 
home for the day. After lunch, Fely came and we walked to the church. 
It was only a few meters away and I didn’t even notice because Fely 
regaled me with so many stories about her life, her life in Batanes, and 
Batanes as a whole.

We went in the Church in the middle of a sharing. Apparently, sev-
en speakers were chosen among the community to share their thoughts 
on the Seven Last Words. Each was assigned a line to ponder on. Ms. 
Juliet was the speaker for the seventh of the last words.

A man shared his reflection on “Woman, behold your son.” He 
started in English, sharing an anecdote about a mother with a blind eye 
and her son. The boy grew up being teased by his classmates because 
of his mother’s handicap, to the point that the boy resented his mother 
and vowed he would rise out of his miserable situation. He performed 

well in school, graduated with honors, and left his hometown to pursue 
a privileged life abroad. He would occasionally write to his mother but 
never came home to visit. Ten years passed and his class organized a 
reunion. He went back to his hometown and showed off his achieve-
ments to his classmates. He never told his mother he was in town. The 
mother learned he was back when news got around about her success-
ful son. She was deeply hurt that her son didn’t even spare a bit of his 
time to visit her. She was old and ailing and didn’t have the strength to 
visit him so she wrote him a letter saying how proud she was of him and 
his accomplishments. She also wrote that she knew her presence em-
barrassed him and that she understood. She proceeded to write that he 
had an accident when he was very young, causing him to lose one eye. 
Not wanting her son to grow up disabled, she sacrificed her eye and 
gave it to him, and never regretted doing this. After reading the letter, 
the boy was torn and went to visit his mother. However, his mother 
passed away before he arrived.

The speaker was openly emotional at the podium. He delivered his 
sharing in English, Tagalog and Ivatan, that I was able to piece together 
and understand. I had tears in my eyes, and the people around were 
wiping their cheeks as well. The Ivatan dialect seemed to convey the 
story more powerfully to the locals. I was affected moreover, by the 
speaker’s heartfelt sharing. 



11May 2015

• No matter where I am, who I’m with, and what I’m doing, I 
always take my family with me in my heart. Even when I am 
not with them physically, they are always in my thoughts and 
prayers, and I am constantly reminded of them during my 
trips. Though I don’t often show it, and I am sometimes an-
noyed by them, I love my family and I wouldn’t replace them 
with anything. I’ve become who I am now because of my fam-
ily’s nurturing. I’m fine not being a child of a rich family. This 
in fact has helped me in developing my personality more and 
motivating me to achieve more in life.

• Looking back, I’d probably be more understanding of my 
parents’ perceived shortcomings. My dad’s regional accent 
and “baduy” taste can actually be quite amusing. My mom’s 
“arte” and “tampo” can be viewed as her charms. They still 
annoy me sometimes but I acknowledge the sacrifices they 
had to make to send us children to good schools and maintain 
our lifestyle. I’m still as ambitious as can be and will still pur-
sue my dreams wherever they take me. But I remain to be my 
mom’s and dad’s baby. I can be all grown up and mature, but 
I realize I will always be my parents’ baby.

Batanes baby
Continued from page 10

It was only my first day in Batanes, and yet I’d been deeply touched 
by the place already. There are so many takeaways from that Good Fri-
day and I’d like to share a few of them.

• It’s amazing how the Ivana community practices their faith. 
There’s such a personal touch to the celebration that you 
know they take their faith seriously.

• I’ve been to many churches all over the world and the Phil-
ippines. I’ve heard mass in many different languages and 
dialects, but every celebration, though unique and with par-
ticular nuances, still feels familiar, and still makes me feel at 
home.

• It’s wonderful how I could relate so well to the Ivana commu-
nity, so far away from my home in Taguig. Batanes used to be 
just a dream destination, a check on my bucket list, but now 
it’s proven to be one of the most spiritually-fulfilling places 
I’ve been to. There’s something about Batanes that induces 
introspection. The whole place evokes serenity and purity, 
and one’s head gets cleared after just a day in the place.
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 MusiCal notEs

Kit Palmario, Psalm 98 BCGG

The road to Emmaus

On April 12, 2015, sixteen members of the Magis Deo 
Community trooped to Emmaus House of Apostolate (Home for 
the Elderly) in Malolos, Bulacan for the 8 AM mass and to bring 
some packages for the residents. Emmaus House is a shelter 
for elderly people, most of whom have been abandoned by their 
families due to poverty. The mass was officiated by the barefoot 
Rev. Fr. Ricardo Moraga and attended by residents and some 
benefactors. 

During his homily, Fr. Moraga spoke about the conditions of 
the residents and expressed gratitude to all for their help in cash 
and in kind, and how with God’s grace they are able to survive.

Emmaus houses 73 residents. Around PhP3,500 is required 
by the home for two days’ supply of food, excluding rice. At 

nEwsBits  /  announCEMEnts nEwsBits / announCEMEnts

Magis Deo Outreach Ministry  -  2015 Suyuan Schedules
As of 04 May 2015

Date  Session Parish/Community  Location  Facilitators  Proposed/assigned Auxies
May 24 2015 Suyuan Habitat   Navotas  TBA   TBA/LFV 
Jun 14 2015 Suyuan Habitat   FTI Taguig TBA   TBA/LFV  
Jun 28 2015 Suyuan Habitat   Pinagsama, Taguig TBA   TBA/LFV 

TBA = To be assigned TBC = To be confirmed LFV = Looking for Volunteers

times, some market vendors would call or text Fr. Moraga, ask-
ing him to send someone to pick up their unsold fish. The Lord 
indeed provides. 

As our love offering, the choir gave a wheelchair, sacks of 
rice, a big pack of adult diapers and some cash. We had our 
pictures taken with the residents and the smiles on their faces 
were priceless. 

As Pope Francis said, “Many times, even in the Church, we 
believe we are good Christians because we do well-organized 
social and charitable work.”

“Be vigilant on your spiritual journey and help each other 
always to practice mutual charity.”

Mr. Randell Tiongson (front row, center) gave a talk on Managing your Financial Blessings last 29 April 2015 to BCGG shepherds and 
alternate shepherds. Randell is a columnist of the Phil. Daily Inquirer, Moneysense Magazine, Business Mirror (ex). He is a Director, 
Registered Financial Planner Institute and a Personal Finance Coach and Educator. 
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Peace be...
Continued from page 1

Mennen & Elyn Aracid
Easter BCGG

And so while we have this capability 
to forgive, sometimes we tend to hold on 
to our resentments for a long time. How-
ever, forgiving is also a paradox. 

While forgiveness helps restore a 
broken relationship, it does not require us 
to reconcile with the transgressor. It may 
not necessarily obligate us to free them 
from their legal responsibility. We do not 
gloss over the wrong that was done unto 
us either. 

Forgiveness requires us though, to 
release feelings of resentment and cor-
rosive anger. It makes us happier and 
healthier. Holding on to a grudge under-
mines trust and commitment. Refusing 
to forgive distances us from the ones we 
love.

Peace be with you: An assurance of 
God’s care: All shall be well

Jesus said, “I have told you These 
things, so that in me you may have 
peace. In this world you will have trouble. 
But take heart! I have overcome the world 
(John 16:33)”.

Jesus’ resurrection showed that in 
the midst of profound suffering and dif-
ficulty, God is present and new life is pos-
sible. God, by rising up on the third day, 
swallows the dysfunctions in our lives. 

Each of us bears his daily cross 
and yet for him that demonstrates great 
faith, the meaning of suffering in his life 
is transformed. Great blessings come to 
them. 

Here you may know the daily strug-
gles of ordinary people being afflicted 
with great adversities: pain, suffering, 
sickness, loss, trouble, and anxiety. In 
spite of it all, they persevered in their faith 
and overcame. Their difficult situations 
turned out to be blessings in disguise. 

Work & Ministry: Prior to entering 
the Society on May 30, 1999, Fr. Tony 
was an instructor at the Ateneo de 
Manila University, teaching Mathematics 
and Chemistry. He also had training 
experience as a management trainee of 
Procter & Gamble Philippines, and as a 
technical trainee at Nestle Philippines. 
For regency training, he was sent to 
Taiwan to obtain his PhD in Chemistry, 
major in Nanoscience and Technology 
(2010).

Other ministry involvements 
include being adviser to the Ateneo 
Student Catholic Action (AtSCA), ADMU 

We know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love 
him (Romans 8:28).

Moving forward: A personal 
exercise
• God’s gift of peace 

Picture the father looking at you. 
See yourself from that perspec-
tive. Our Father gives you that gift 
of peace, what might that form of 
peace be? 

• Sharing peace to others 
Choose two to three people you are 
close to. Consider that God asked 
us to give that peace to others. 
If you were to offer that peace to 
them, in what aspects will that take 
form? 

University Lecturer in Material Science 
and Chemistry, Research work in 
Chemistry and Mathematics; assistant in 
Office of Mission and Identity; and Manila 
Observatory Board Member.

People who inspired Fr. Tony’s 
vocation: The first Jesuit Tony 
encountered was Fr. William Schmitt, SJ 
whom he recalls was an excellent (albeit 
“terror”) chemistry teacher. Sch. Richie 
Fernando, SJ and Fr. Bienvenido Nebres, 
SJ would later also be instrumental in 
Tony’s vocation.

Fr. Tony Basilio, SJ was ordained as 
a priest on April 12, 2014.

nEwsBits  /  announCEMEnts nEwsBits / announCEMEnts

Fr. Antonio Martin Basilio, SJ 

Recommitment 
and blessing of 
shepherds and 
alternate shep-
herds (third and 
last batch).
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Continued on page 15

Rey Mella, Cana BCGG
 spiritual tidBits and HuMor

On what is important in this world

There’s this joke about a Chinese 
businessman on his deathbed. In his dy-
ing moments, he does a roll call of his fam-
ily members. Is my loving wife here, he 
asks. Yes, came the answer. Is my eldest 
son here? Another yes. Is my daughter 
here? Another yes. Is my youngest son 
here? Another yes. Is my beloved brother 
here? And, still another yes. At the last 
yes, he gets up from the bed, swears and 
yells, “If all of you are here, who is minding 
the store?!?!”

____________

 My friend and colleague Mike was our 
comptroller in the late 90’s. He was always 
a business-like person. He almost al-
ways didn’t have time for any chit-chat and 
was always focused on the job. He was 
hardworking and worked long hours every 
single day. His job was practically the cen-
ter of his life. But sometime in 1998, at the 
Makati Medical Center, as Mike was being 
wheeled into the operating room for an ap-
pendectomy, he stopped the nurse and 
hospital assistant and asked for me. He 
then instructed me to tell his wife Irene that 
he loves her. Nope, he didn’t give me any 
reminders related to his job or his work, 
only that he loves his wife.

____________

In network marketing, one of the 
things they teach at the very start is find-
ing out one’s “why.” Why are you doing the 
business? Defining one’s reasons for do-
ing the business at the start enables one to 
go through the difficulties and challenges 
of the business a lot easier.

At work I make it a point to remind 
my team every now and then why we do 
what we do. In fact, in our corporate-driv-
en North Star workshop, one of the things 
we talk about and share with each other is 
our response to the question: “Why I am 
here?”

____________

My wife and my family are two of 
the biggest reasons for my work, for do-
ing what I do. Their happiness and comfort 
and their enjoyment in life are my happi-
ness and are the key motivators that en-
able me to wake up early every morning 
and “push” me to go to work. But more 
than that, I also love my work. Making 
solar panels that allow our company to 
provide clean energy to the world is sim-
ply very inspiring.

Recently, reducing my personal car-
bon footprint and the damage I do to the 
environment, and reducing what I take 
from the earth have also become big 
sources of inspiration.

These are my reasons for doing what 
I do every day and for persevering to be 
connected with the corporate world. Aside 
from being able to eventually retire from 
the company and taking some retirement 
money at the end of my employment, 
what I do every day – that of producing 
products for generating clean energy – is 
a real source of constant motivation. Also, 
this way I am connected to God and to His 
creation.

____________

One beautiful Sunday morning, a 
priest announced to his congregation: 
“My good people, I have here in my hands 
three sermons... a $100 sermon that lasts 
five minutes, a $50 sermon that lasts fif-
teen minutes, and a $10 sermon that lasts 
a full hour.

 “Now, we’ll take the collection and 
see which one I’ll deliver.”

____________

We need to find God, and He cannot 
be found in noise and restlessness. God 
is the friend of silence. See how nature – 
trees, flowers, grass – grows in silence; 
see the stars, the moon and the sun, how 

they move in silence... we need silence to 
be able to touch souls.

– Mother Teresa
____________

Traveling light helps every time. I 
don’t have to struggle to lift my luggage 
into the x-ray machine nor at the weigh-
ing scale at the check-in counter. If it’s a 
carry-on luggage, I can easily lift it to the 
plane’s overhead compartment. Getting it 
off the carousel is another advantage. And 
getting luggage out of the trunk of a taxi 
is convenient when the weight is manage-
able. 

Similarly in life, reducing my ex-
cess baggage and eliminating the clutter 
in my life are ways of living simply and 
less stressfully. I have more peace of mind 
when I have less to worry about.

____________

In one reflection moment, I asked the 
following questions: What are the most 
basic and essential in my life? What do I 
really need to be happy? 

I pray for the ability to simplify my 
life to allow me to focus on the most ba-
sic – the health and safety of my family, 
healthy food and diet, the ability to afford 
excellent vitamins, enough time to ex-
ercise, time to pray, to meditate and to 
serve, to help others, time for friends, time 
to read books and to write, enjoying well-
planned and inexpensive vacations with 
my wife and my children, investments left 
alone and making great returns.

Also, I pray for clarity and the aware-
ness to recognize what I already have – a 
loving family, great health, an inspiring job, 
a home that I own, time for my family, the 
capability to run and exercise, more than 
enough food on the table, productive chil-
dren, a supportive community that offers 
the opportunity to serve and to belong, 



15May 2015

nEwsBits  /  announCEMEnts prosE and poEtry
Chacho Angeles, Thessalonians BCGG

On what is important...
Continued from page 14

Why
Do these things happen?
When there was even no war,
A friend died in the prime of life, 
A superintendent
In the police, cut down by
A heart attack after discussing
Programs for our fraternity
Over bottles of beer;
That as the shoot starts to bud
After the cold of winter,
The frost comes in a sudden,
And cuts down this new life
Being born.

What are you trying to tell me?
What are you doing to me?
It is just after Easter but I feel
That I am still in Calvary,
Though it was not I who died!
Is this what my dream 
Last Easter morning meant,
Of love and death together in a room?
A partnership of unlikeliness,
Of love and death, and life.

Father, my friend’s sudden death
Has given me much pain.
Is this because we were helpless
And could not do anything?
Does this death have a purpose,
That I may never fathom?
The pain clouds my heart
And makes me forget that
Your love resides in
Such pain and such loss.
And that the cause of my pain
Is not as important,
As the strength of my faith
In your steadfast love.

And when it is my turn,
To drop my working tools,
Let it be my portion to hear
Your tender voice whisper to me:
Come, my beloved, into my heart, 
From where all come, 
And to it, return!

a peaceful neighborhood, and more. The air I breathe is still gen-
erally clean. I can hear the sounds of birds in the morning. There 
are so many things to laugh about. The garden is green and I get 
to eat what we plant. I enjoy simple moments of having tea while 
reading or conversing with my wife.

As I grow deeper in my spirituality, I also discover that earn-
ing a living, learning, loving, leaving a legacy and being happy 
are not my real goals in life but really to do God’s will and His pur-
pose and to serve Him and His people. Not so easily and imme-
diately realized, but in my conversations with my God, they really 
are what make me happy. The others can be construed as side 
goals and distractions. The other goals automatically follow once 
one recognizes that being with God is the ultimate goal in life.

____________

Father Murphy walked into a pub and said to the first man 
he met, “Do you want to go to heaven?”

The man replied, “I do Father.”
The priest said, “Then stand over there against the wall.”
Then the priest asked a second man, “Do you want to go to 

heaven?”
“Certainly, Father,” was the man’s reply.
The priest said, “Then stand over there against the wall.”
Then Father Murphy walked up to O’Toole and said, “Do you 

want to go to heaven?”
O’Toole said, “No, I don’t, Father.”
The priest said, “I don’t believe this. You mean to tell me that 

when you die you don’t want to go to heaven?”
O’Toole said, “Oh, when I die, yes. I thought you were get-

ting a group together to go right now.”
____________

“For each one of us, there is only one thing necessary: to 
fulfill our own destiny, according to God’s will, to be what God 
wants us to be.”

– Thomas Merton
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Calendar of Activities:  May - July 2015
May Venue Contacts / Sponsors
09 Sat  Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center North Sector, ME Ministry
   Auditorium - 2nd Floor Mustard Seed, Thessalonians
16 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFaM Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
22-24 Spiritual Deepening Retreat (SDR) Betania Retreat House, RVM Compound Magis Deo 426-7191
 SD: Fr. Ted Gonzales, SJ N. Domingo St., Q.C.
 P2,400 / head (single occupancy)
24 Sun Suyuan – Habitat Navotas Jojo & Rhea Gaddi 0917-855-7376
June
06 Sat  Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Central Sector, Youth Ministry
   Multi-Purpose Hall - 3rd Floor 
14 Sun Suyuan – Habitat FTI, Taguig Jojo & Rhea Gaddi 0917-855-7376
19-21 Marriage Encounter Weekend BLD Covenant House Magis Deo 426-7191
 SD: Fr. James Gascon, SJ  Dasmariñas, Cavite
 P4,000/couple
20 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFaM Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
28 Sun Suyuan – Habitat Pinagsama, Taguig Jojo & Rhea Gaddi 0917-855-7376
July
04 Sat  Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center South Sector, Formation Ministry
   Multi-Purpose Hall - 3rd Floor Prodigal 102, John, Mt. Olivet
10-12 Annual Ignatian Retreat (AIR) TBA Suni Rodriguez 0917-9274750
 Fr. Manoling Francisco, SJ
13 Magis Deo Fund Raising Ayala Greenfield Golf & Leisure Club Miles & Evelyn San Pedro 09173210356
  Golf Tournament Calamba City, Laguna  Jojo Aldeguer 0917-5286934
 Registration starts at 6:00 am  Eli Prieto 0908-7342762
18 Mid-year Planning Session Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFaM Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
 9:30 am - 3:30 pm

May Birthday Celebrants
1 Mon Go Psalm 98
1 Mia Parada Psalm 46-Samaritans
2 Fely Redual Francis
3 Vic Hurna Mustard Seed
3 Bry Jardiolin ME Class 119
3 Steph Martinez Song of Ruth
4 Maricel Suarez Tala
5 Lito Naldo Psalm 46-Samaritans
6 Pachot Abapo Francis
7 Cora Ona Archangel Gabriel
8 Vina Dimanalata Francis
9 Jonnie Tabilog James, Brother of John
10 Jon Cobico Thessalonians
10 Ricky Sun Archangel Gabriel
11 Art Santos Thessalonians
13 Nette Puthenpurekal Easter
14 Jane Aldeguer Mustard Seed
16 Gene Escosia Mt. Olivet
16 Meg Fajardo James, Brother of John
18 Pam Malangen ME Class 117
18 Lyra Yamat ME Class 114
19 Caloy Ang Tala
19 Val Bisquera Agnus Dei
20 Precy Cruz Thessalonians
20 Danny Dimayuga Sirach
20 Glo Umali Magnificat
21 Terry Lim Easter
21 Evelyn San Pedro Cana
22 Rhea dela Paz ME Class 119
25 Uriel Castillo Archangel Gabriel
25 Bambi Yaneza Thessalonians
27 Anchit Chua Chiaco John
27 Benz Dimanalata Francis
27 Tippi Reyes Archangel Gabriel
27 Claro Santos Agnus Dei
28 Boboy Serrano Genesis of David
29 Mino Exconde ME Class 116
30 Bebot Hurna Mustard Seed
30 Marie Syjuco ME Class 118
31 Rey Mella Cana

31 Etoy Pili Mt. Olivet
31 Mimi Santos Psalm 46-Samaritans

May Wedding Anniversaries
1 Gene & Eve Bañez Agnus Dei
1 Bong+ & Emma Punzalan Sirach
2 Leo & Marilyn Soliman Corinthians
3 Arnel & Bernie Isip Corinthians
5 Boy & Merl Cruz James, Brother of John
5 Franco & Tippi Reyes Archangel Gabriel
7 Lito & Anne Naldo Psalm 46-Samaritans
11 Fil+ & Anne Alfonso John
12 Atoy & Malou Apo Exodus
12 Rico & Terry Lim Easter
15 Gary & Marivic Canoso Magnificat
16 Levy & Roxanne Espiritu Transfiguration
18 Mon & Alice Go Psalm 98
18 Dennis & Peaches Plaza Easter
20 Manny & Nancy Martin Tala
20 Jonnie & Arlyn Tabilog James, Brother of John
24 Celso & Siony Martinez Magnificat

Birthdays - First 10 days of  June
1 Dels Sangalang Psalm 46-Samaritans
2 Marlyn Angeles Thessalonians
2 Deo Baccay ME Class 116
2 Nessa Santos Prodigal 102
2 Jenny Wycoco ME Class 120
3 Chito Babaran Magnificat
3 Cora Buenaventura Sirach
4 Cora De Guzman Agnus Dei
6 Jhunn Coronel Magnificat
6 Ana Pestano ME Class 118
9 Petrik Punzalan Easter

Wedding Anniversaries - First 10 days of June
1 Domeng & Zarah Gagatiga Mt. Olivet
2 Kit & Nancy Palmario Psalm 98
4 Bobbit+ & Precy Cruz Thessalonians
4 John & Mayo Nuqui ME Class 117
4 Chito & Arlene Tanchico ME Class 118
7 Ali & Wheng Reyes Francis
8 Rodel & Eden Acosta ME Class 120


