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Graft and corruption in the Philippines 
has deep economic, cultural and histori-
cal roots. Politics itself is not evil and is a 
necessary aspect of social life. Lay people 
are encouraged to engage in principled 
partisan politics to help the poor and the 
country as a whole.

Graft and corruption are different al-
though both promote self-advantage in 
violation of laws. Graft is the dishonest 
or unfair promotion of self-advantage by 
government executives through the cir-
cumvention or changing of laws and or-
dinances for the advantage of a private 
entity. For example, the construction of 
the 41-floor SM Blue condominium along 
Katipunan Ave. was allowed because the 
local government zonal limit of 27 floors 
was revised by the Quezon City council 
to accommodate the developer, SMDC, 
in one day, without the benefit of hearing 
the existing residents and land owners in 
the area. Corruption on the other hand is 
the violation of laws for personal benefit by 
government officials, entailing the use of il-
legal means such as bribery. It is, as the 
word means, rotten and smelly.

The prevalent culture of corruption in 
the Philippines has deep historical roots. 
The Filipinos have been oppressed by 
Spain, a colonial power when wealth and 
power were concentrated in the hands of 
a few, mainly the colonizers. The majority 
of the people were impoverished. This kind 
of poverty covers not only to lack of access 
to goods, but also to opportunities and in-
formation. In this sense, the economic sys-
tem of the time determined the political, 
social and cultural aspects of society. Fur-
thermore, the people cannot seek redress 

through legal means. There were only two 
paths available: revolt or reform. The ordi-
nary people sought another way out, and 
this was the “padrino” system. The people 
made alliances with the powerful to protect 
themselves. 

An example of this is the practice of 
having godfathers and godmothers in 
weddings. Liturgy does not require this 
for weddings because the couple are pre-
sumed to be adults, unlike in baptisms 

where the children being baptized need 
guidance from their older godparents.

In post-colonial Philippines with the 
introduction of American style politics, the 
practice of the “padrino” system morphed 
into patronage politics. The old alliances 
were maintained and new ones made 
to further political and economic goals. 
Those with the 3 G’s – guns, goons and 
gold – win elections. When they lose, they 
lose to those with more of the 3 G’s. The 
people had to engage in the “padrino” sys-
tem because they distrust the legal system 
which was felt to be biased for the wealthy 
and influential. This system just perpetu-
ated poverty and created tremendous in-
equality. Reforms can come when the po-
litical system is fixed. For transformation to 
happen, there is a need for a critical mass 
that will make available access to opportu-
nities, information and goods. The answer 
to this is Principled Partisan Politics. 

Political activity is viewed in the Philip-
pines as a necessary evil. It has become 
an unsavory and a dirty activity. Even out-
side of the electoral exercise, expressions 
such as “May halong pulitika,” or “Napu-
litika” demonstrate this negative image. 
There are no real political parties in the 
Philippines, even when some have consti-
tutions and programs. These are dishon-
est and undisciplined, and have no real 
party education. The member politicians 
look at parties as vehicles to get elected, 
and nothing more. They jump from one 
party to another, depending on the popu-
larity of the candidate of the party, and the 
availability of funds and a machinery. 

Fr. Victor de Jesus, SJ, talks on 
corruption at the August 2015 Magis Deo 

community celebration.
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Bread for 
all

09 August 2015
Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

oday’s Gospel reading quotes 
Jesus: “I am the living bread that 
came down from heaven; who-
ever eats this bread will live for-

ever; and the bread that I will give is my 
flesh for the life of the world.” (Jn. 6:51). 
In faith, I want to emphasize the ecumeni-
cal and interfaith meaning of Christ’s mes-
sage. The phrases “whoever eats this 
bread” and “for the life of the world” are 
most meaningful.

We are called by the one and only 
God of creation to be “bread” for one an-
other. This is the real meaning of our lives. 
The many ways and means of loving one 
another are what God created us for. And 
Jesus showed us the how. In his own lov-
ing and merciful way, he fed the hungry. He 

cured the sick. He forgave sinners with so 
much compassion. His mercy was unend-
ing. And yet, he was not rich nor politically 
powerful. All this and more was his love 
for us all. And he invites us to follow him. 
“Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever be-
lieves has eternal life.” (v.47).

Let me now relate this to what our be-
loved and dedicated Pope Francis is de-
termined to work for: “a poor church for the 
poor.” He began by choosing the name of 
St. Francis of Assisi, who was known for 
letting go of his wealth and power, to follow 
the life and ways of Jesus. Pope Francis 
also refused to live in the papal palace, 
and has chosen to live a simple lifestyle. 
Connected with this was his listing of the 
so-called 15 ailments of the Vatican Curia 
that he is determined to cure with the help 
of his Vatican staff. One ailment is being 
identified with the rich rather than with the 
poor.

In one of his earlier speeches, he 
said: “The unjust distribution of goods 
persists, creating a situation of social sin 
that cries out to heaven and limits the pos-
sibilities of a fuller life for so many of our 
brothers.” He then stated later: “Working 
for a just distribution of the fruits of the 
earth and human labor is not mere philan-
thropy. It is a moral obligation. For Chris-
tians, the responsibility is even greater. It 
is a commandment.” Pope Francis strong-
ly denounces global capitalism which he 
condemns as the cause of global injustice. 
He is no less than inciting a social revolu-
tion, rallying the poor all over the world to 
be involved. “You, the lowly, the exploited, 
the poor and underprivileged can do, and 
are doing a lot. I would even say that the 
future of humanity is in great measure in 
your hands.” A process of change at the 
grassroots level.

All this is a serious warning, especial-
ly to American capitalism, as written by an 
American writer, Paul Farell. Five reasons 
for the warning are as follows:

1. Socialism: Everyone has a sa-
cred right to land, labor, and lodg-
ing.

2. Humans, not capitalist profits, 
must be at the center of global 
economics.

3. Billions worldwide cannot wait 
much longer for action.

4. Revolutions begin with angry citi-
zens, not politicians and philan-
thropists.

5. Warning: Socialism is now a mor-
al obligation, a commandment to 
obey.

How relevant all this is to our country. 
No less than our recent, murdered hero, 
Benigno Aquino Jr., the father of our cur-
rent President, wrote while he was in pris-
on and now published in Testament from 
a Prison Cell:

“I believe in a Christian Democratic 
Socialist ideology that will harmonize po-
litical freedom with social and economic 
equality, taking and merging the best of 
the primary and conflicting systems – 
communism and capitalism .... Capital-
ism must be corrected by a vigorous anti-
monopoly legislation, supplemented more 
positively by social welfare and security 
measures than now exist. Basic economic 
decisions must be made by the commu-

nity – the government – and not by the pri-
vate owners of the means of production. 
More efficient national economic planning 
must be adopted to husband our meager 
resources and bring the greatest good to 
the greatest number.”

Our outgoing President is a person of 
moral integrity and admirable dedication 
to his job, guided by his motto: “Daang 
Matuwid.” But the capitalistic system is 
so strongly imbedded in our national, 
economic-political system, and so it is still 
there.

Pope Francis also strongly con-
demned corruption as “gangrene of a 
people.” We are suffering from this as 
well. As a nation, we are tragically suffer-
ing from both an unjust capitalistic system 
and widespread corruption. According to 
responsible surveys, forty to fifty families 
own 76% of our growing economy. Our 
coming presidential election is really cru-
cial. Let us keep praying to the Lord to 
help us discern and vote for the candidate 
who will follow his will, for the common 
good of our people.

Let us not forget what the Lord did for 
us and with us at EDSA in 1986. And now, 
at this point in our history, God’s law of 
love and justice must continue to prevail. If 
our economic and political leaders do not 
listen to him, then in God’s own time, he 
will lead our majority poor to no less than a 
social revolution.
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 Editorial

Joy Uy-Tioco, Sirach BCGG
Continued on page 15

Leadership 
of Jesus

Tons and tons of material have 
been written concerning leadership.

Let us take a few minutes to 
see how the greatest leader of 
all times accomplished his job. I 
believe that if we can in even a 
small manner duplicate his style in 
our own lives, we would be better 
leaders tomorrow than we are today. 
Jesus, coming from a small town, 

having no university training, no 
computer technology, no internet 
resources formed a small group (call 
it a corporation, if you want), spent 
a few short years in moving his 
product, and in so doing completely 
changed this entire world forever. 
Nothing, absolutely nothing was 
the same after he was finished. 
His organization has grown and 
continues to grow today affecting 
the entire globe.

How did he do it? Yes, he is 
divine, God in the flesh, holy and 
with all the Godly attributes, but 
he did not use that to change the 
world, he shared his mission with 
other people. Those people were 
just like you and I. They were not 
holy, had all the emotions, failings, 
discouragement, physical ailments 
and problems you and I have as we 
live our lives. And yet, look at what 

has happened. The success of this 
small band of people was the direct 
result of their leader and his ability 
to lead. Do you want to know what 
leadership characteristics Jesus used 
and how we can apply them to our 
leadership roles? Let’s take a few 
minutes to study his work.

Be uncommonly 
knowledgeable. First, it is 
necessary for the leader to have 
a strong knowledge base. We 
call it “knowing your stuff.” There 
is no substitute for thoroughly 
understanding your product. This 
is a test that if you receive less 
than an A+ in it, you have flunked. 
You cannot be successful if your 
competitor knows more than you. 
Everything is a specialty, and since 
everything is in constant flux, a 
leader must keep current with 
all the aspects of the product, 
no matter what it is. The leader 
must be the expert. Jesus knew 
what his job was. He knew why he 
came to earth. He knew where he 
was headed, and he knew what 
the results of his work would be. 
Of course he was God, and God 
is omnipotent and omniscient. 
We are not, but the example is 
still there. Leaders MUST be fully 
knowledgeable in their field. For us 
in Magis Deo, it means knowing well 
our mission and the people in our 
organization who will make things 
move.

Be a visionary. Next, Jesus 
had a vision. He said in John 4:34 
that he came to do and finish 
the work of the Father who sent 
him. He said in the 17th chapter 

Magis Deo has always joked about election to the Pastoral Council as a 
crucifixion. It is fortunate our leaders believe death and resurrection are inseparable, 
in fact more than a few will testify they are one and the same. Otherwise, no one 
would ever want to take office in Magis Deo!

On the 14th of September we celebrate the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross – a gruesome instrument of death is exalted, praised and glorified – because 
it is in the dying of our Lord that we are born to eternal life. In October we elect 
couples/individuals to replace the outgoing council members. The wiser know when 
they accept office in the service of our Lord, it will mean a lot of hard work and 
sacrifice, and, often, abonado pa! A reversal of the values that animate regular 
elections and the lifestyle we have chosen. Let us take a look at the leadership of 
Jesus, and from there glean the characteristics we would like from our leaders.
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 Council Corner

Magis Deo
Audited Financial Statements

Regie & Daisy de Guzman
Chaircouple, Corinthians BCGG

The 2015 Pastoral Council is pleased 
to inform you that on August 4, 2015, the 
Magis Deo Community updated its  filing of 
Audited Financial Statements and Income 
Tax Returns up to Calendar Year 2014.  
To the right are the CY 2014 Audited Fi-
nancial Statements for your information. 
Due to space limitations, we present ex-
cerpts of the Notes to Financial State-
ments which we believe will be helpful in 
the appreciation of our audited FS.

This first week of September we hope 
to get our Certificate of Good Standing 
from the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission. Expectedly, we will be charged 
penalties for non- and late filings for the 
previous years. Once said fees are set-
tled, we can file the amendments to our 
Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws with 
the SEC, then subsequently work for Ma-
gis Deo’s accreditation with the Philippine 
Council for NGO Certification

We will present to you the January 
to July 2015 Financial Reports in next 
month’s issue of the Newsletter. We will 
strive to give you such financial updates 
regularly.

Continued on page 17
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 Coupled View
Ricky & Gi Valencia, Easter BCGG

#Gi
I got trapped in the powder room of a big house. I 

unlocked the door but the heavy wood door wouldn’t 
budge after several attempts. I fished for my phone 
inside my bag to text my husband who was in an-
other part of the house with some friends. I couldn’t 
find my phone and I realized I left it at home. It was 
useless to pound on the heavy door because there 
was no one in that part of the house. I climbed on the 
seat of the toilet bowl and looked out the window. I 
saw a security guard walking by. I waved my hands 
and shouted out to him that I was trapped inside. 
I urged him to ring the doorbell and tell everyone 
that I was trapped in the powder room. The security 
guard thought I was crazy. He ran off and ignored 
my yells for him to come back. I was angry at the 
guard’s incompetence and I was furious at my hus-
band for not even missing me for the past 30 minutes. I thought, 
“Serves him right if they find me dead here!” When the heavy door 
finally opened, I was jubilant and forgot my resentment towards 
my uncaring spouse. I willingly walked through that open door to 
freedom.

Throughout my life, I’m not always elated when a door opens. 
Oftentimes, when God opens a door and invites me to walk in, I 
become apprehensive. I say to Him, “No thanks. I’d rather stay 
here in my comfort zone where it’s secure and safe. There is such 
a thing as free will, you know. In fact, it was you who gave me 
that!” Feeling smug, I firmly close the door.

God respects my free will but eventually, I find that the situ-
ation in my comfort zone becomes uncomfortable. I say to Him, 
“What’s happening? What are you up to?” I fidget and squirm while 
glancing at God’s door. He says, “Think of it as an adventure…” 
This is God’s constant line to me and He never tires of using it. 
For my part, that line never gets outdated or overused. Whenever 
I hear God say that, I’m propelled. That’s His best pickup line and 
He gets me always.

I go to the door and I open it. Anticipated anxieties assail me 
along with fear. I hesitate and God says, “Fear doesn’t come from 
me. Shake it off!” I shake it off and prepare to go through. My vol-
untary step coincides with God’s poke so that I find myself into the 
open door. What do I find there? I find more of LIFE and more of 

GOD. Is the LIFE easier and more pleasant? No, but I am never 
bored because I grow. Is GOD easier and more pleasant? No 
because with God, I can never tell what He’ll be up to next. One 
thing is sure though. God doesn’t tire of saying, “Think of it as an 
adventure.” I hear the sound of opening doors… 

#Ricky
As I open my bedroom door, I can fairly expect what I am go-

ing to see. Nothing much changes but the usual disarray caused 
by my previous stay. Most of the time, these are brought back into 
order by my wife.

Whenever God asks me to open a door, I can truly expect 
the unexpected. As I open the door, I can see a treasure that is 
tucked at the far corner of the room. Desire draws me closer but 
I also hesitate for the room is dark and forbidding. I ask God to 
come along and He obliges me. Yet I still feel alone and afraid 
like Peter walking on that tempestuous sea. I often pray, “You got 
me into this mess, you get me out of it!” I get rescued a lot but I 
don’t notice.

Opening 
doors

Continued on page 7



7September 2015

As I reach my treasure at the far cor-
ner of the room, I often feel grateful but 
disappointed. It is not as satisfying as I 
hoped for. All I gain are my experiences of 
opening doors that lead to dark and forbid-
ding rooms. I walk on tempestuous seas 
and I ask God, “Just once, bless me well.”

He answers: “Blessed are the poor 
in spirit [amid greed and oppression], for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed 
are those who mourn [amid isolation and 
pain], for they will be comforted. Blessed 
are the meek [amid arrogance and pride], 
for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness [amid decadence and easy way 
outs], for they will be filled. Blessed are the 
merciful [amid self-righteousness and apa-
thy], for they will be shown mercy. Blessed 
are the pure in heart [amid corruption and 
sinfulness], for they will see God. Blessed 
are the peacemakers [amid war, anger, 
and hate], for they will be called the sons 
of God. Blessed are those who are per-
secuted because of righteousness [amid 
prejudice and intolerance], for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.”

Amidst all the adversities around me, 
I don’t feel blessed. My heart is troubled. 
I’m confused and I’m tired. For most of my 
journey, I’ve been true to my companion. 
He has always been there by my side. I’ve 
been through one misadventure after an-
other with no booty to show but the stories 
of my travails. I haven’t found my treasure 
yet. 

That’s not the whole truth though. I 
know my faithful God is my treasure. My 
heart just craves for other treasures. Until 
my heart rests in Him alone, I’ll be tired, 
restless, and unsatisfied. I focus too much 
on the dangers that surround me. For now, 
I’ll go to my bedroom and rest.

As I open my bedroom door, I can 
fairly expect what I am going to see. Noth-
ing much changes but the usual disarray 
caused by my previous stay. Most of the 
time, these too are brought back into order 
by my wife and my God.

I’ve met my treasure; my heart just 
hasn’t realized it yet.

But if politics is looked at as the 
persuasion of others to get support to 
pass measures and undertake pro-
grams that will foster the common 
good, and when principles govern this 
activity, then it is even a holy thing. And 
when this principled activity is under-
taken in community, then it is a parti-
san activity. Jesus had party too, His 
apostles and disciples. He provided 
His party with principles and the basic 
outline of a constitution and a program. 

A good example is the case of 
Among Ed of Pampanga. Fr. Ed Pan-
lilio is a priest who, when he decided 
to run as governor of Pampanga, was 
barred by the bishop from exercising 
his priestly functions. He ran for the po-
sition anyway because he felt he had 
to do something to counter the rapa-
cious administration of the Lapids. He 
ran without a political party, with very 
limited funds, but he offered hope and 
credibility to the people of Pampanga. 
And he won! This was a shining mo-
ment in Philippine politics. In a short 
period, he increased revenues of the 
province significantly and provided 
services to the people that were pre-
viously not made available. But in the 
process he stepped on a lot of toes. In 
the next election, he lost his bid for re-
election. 

Another good example is the 
Kapatiran Party. They have principles 
and programs. Their members are not 
well known. They have little funds and 
no machinery. They do not undertake 
illegal and immoral campaign strate-
gies and activities such as vote buying 
and the like. And they always lost in 
electoral contests they joined.

Principled partisan politics can be 
done with certain basic requirements. 
A good basis for the involvement of 
Catholic lay in principled partisan poli-
tics is the social teachings of the Cath-
olic Church. Political education should 

Opening doors
Continued from page 6

be a constant focus of principled politics, 
not only for members of political par-
ties, but of the people, the base. There 
is a need to be immersed among the 
people who need good governance the 
most – the poor. Jesus has shown the 
way through the incarnation, by becom-
ing man and showing us how to do it. He 
taught us how to transform the enemy 
and turn him into a friend, and how to 
absorb evil and transform the situation. 
He has set the standards on how we are 
to relate with others.

The poor need continuing political 
education. They must learn how to look 
past their poverty and vote for the candi-
dates who offer principled and relevant 
programs that will redound to the good 
of the people.

____________
Chacho Angeles

Thessalonians BCGG

Some thoughts on promoting honesty...
Continued from page 1

Fr. Victor de Jesus was our 
guest speaker and mass celebrant 
at the Magis Deo Community Cel-
ebration last 01 August 2015 at the 
San Carlos Lay Formation Center. 
He is a Candidate, Doctorate in Sa-
cred Theology, at the Loyola School 
of Theology; he has a Licentiate in 
Sacred Theology, magna cum laude 
from the Collegium Christi Regis at 
the Toronto School of Theology, Uni-
versity of Toronto, Canada, and a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Sacred Theol-
ogy, magna cum laude, from Fu-Jen 
University, Taiwan.

Fr. Vic is active in his advocacy 
of promoting honesty and integrity in 
government service and in the pri-
vate sector. He conducts seminars 
and workshops in government offic-
es such as the Office of the Ombuds-
man, National Police Commission, 
etc.
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ME Class 118 is a group of 
18 young, wonderful 

and vibrant couples who took their Mar-
riage Encounter Weekend a year ago 
(August 15-17, 2014). Five brave couples 
ultimately took up the challenge to share 
and give back the graces and blessings 
received from the Weekend. Under shep-
herds Rico & Terry Lim of Easter BCGG, 
Simon & Rina Villalon (Head Couple), Migs 
& Caran Zuluaga, Dr. Deng & Dra. Wewe 
Francisco, Ryan & Marie Syjuco and TJ & 
Ana Pestaño pursued the 10 reunions, fur-
ther strengthening their faith as a couple 
and enhancing the graces of the Marriage 
Encounter. Another couple, Chito & Arlene 
Tanchico, live and work in Leyte and would 
attend the reunions whenever they were 
in Manila. The reunions also prepared the 
couples for their sponsorship of a Marriage 
Encounter Weekend for ME Class 121 on 
June 19-21, 2015.

The couples took turns sponsoring 
meetings in their homes. The Franciscos 
live in Malolos, Bulacan. Sometimes meet-
ings were at the Villalons’ Makati home, at 
the Zuluagas’ in Parañaque, at the club-
house of the Pestaños’ condominium, and 
at the Syjucos’ in Quezon City. No matter 
where the meetings were, almost all cou-
ples were present. We saw their dedication 
and commitment to the reunions. I guess it 

was also the food that motivated them to 
attend. Oh yes, food was always abundant 
and delicious! Everyone loved the Pancit 
Molo soup of the Pestaños, the Buko Pan-
dan of the Franciscos, the Carbonara of 
Caran… We always look forward to the 
next meeting and the surprise merienda! 
The meetings were also fun with the jokes 
of Rico, Migs and Simon. No matter how 
corny the jokes were, the wives would 
laugh. I guess that is what you call TRUE 
LOVE! 

At the ME Weekend for Class 121, 
the sponsoring class was tense, especial-
ly Ryan and Marie who were in charge of 
teaching the group the Action Songs. Ma-
rie was so efficient she even video record-
ed our songs when Jojo Aldeguer of the 
ME Ministry taught us the moves. Caran 
was in charge of the secretariat, and gosh 
if anyone needs someone to manage the 
secretariat you should get Caran – we 
even finished the class directory on the 2nd 
day.  Dr. Deng was in charge of the food 
arrangements. According to the partici-
pants they were always full and satisfied. 
Migs handled logistics. He put up all the 
welcome signs and directional signage. 
He was so efficient he removed the direc-
tional signages on the 2nd day, not knowing 
we still had guests coming for the Harana 
the next day! He had all the tools in his 

van. I think he even had a jack hammer 
hidden somewhere. And when we all got 
the virus and most of us were down and 
sick, our bell-ringer, Ryan, was our liaison 
with the couple participants. He eventu-
ally got sick as well. Simon and Rina were 
inseparable, did everything together and 
led the group to the end. They were also 
the spokespersons of the group… for any 
announcements they were the couple to 
go to! TJ and Anna were in charge of the 
Seminar Room. They practically stayed in 
that room the whole weekend! 

How can we forget our doctor couple 
who, during the virus crisis, took care of all 
the couple participants, taking blood pres-
sures and pulse rates, and giving medi-
cines. Dra. Wewe would visit the sick in 
their respective rooms; it was as if she was 
in a hospital doing her rounds. Doc Deng 
would make sure we were given Hydrite. 
What amazed us is, on Sunday morning 
when the participants, auxiliaries, and Mu-
sic Ministry were feeling the symptoms of 
the virus, the participants finished all the 
sessions, and were there all the way to the 
graduation rites. ME Class 118 is proud to 
have served the couples of ME Class 121. 
We know the ME 121 couples have been 
touched by this memorable and amazing 
Marriage Encounter Weekend experience.

 See you soon in your reunions! 

An Amazing
 ME Weekend!

Being auxiliaries for the recently 
concluded Weekend for ME 
Class 121 was exhilarating as 

well as humbling. It was a joy and a plea-
sure to see all our hard work and prayers 
help in making a difference in these mar-
ried couples’ lives. It was a joy to be work-
ing with our fellow auxies, shepherds, min-
istry heads, Fr. James Gascon, and many 
other volunteers.

It was a great relief too that all ran 
smoothly for the most part since you can 
never shake the feeling that something 
unexpected may come up. And something 
did. But in spite of the trials that occurred 
particularly towards the end of the Week-
end, we felt truly blessed to serve Christ 
by way of this ministry. We are at the same 
humbled, because despite all our prepa-
rations, we cannot control everything that 
happens. All we can do is our best and 
trust that God is truly in control.

Reflections of 
an Auxiliary 

Couple
Luis Miguel & Caran Zuluaga

ME Class 118

Rico & Terry Lim
Shepherd, ME Class 118

Easter BCGG
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Prayer for the Magis Deo Elections

O God, Our Father, Lord and Creator, in your 
almighty wisdom and goodness, you have guided 
and sustained our community, Magis Deo, all 

these past 27 years as we sought to serve you and do 
your will.

We are very grateful for your love. We beg you to send the 
light of your Holy Spirit to those who have responsibility 
for choosing our leaders who will guide us in the way 
that leads to you, and preserve in unity and love this 
community which you have called to your service.

We also beg you for a generous heart for those who are 
eligible for elections, that they may be willing to put the 
treasures that you have bestowed so bountifully on them 
in your service through the community and those that it 
serves.

We ask this through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God 
forever and ever. Amen.

Pastoral Council... continued from page 13                 Annex 3

Mass: 10:30 am, followed by lunch. For inquiries, please call/text
Cesar Sangalang (0917-543-9902) or Leony Parada (0915-914-9394).

A Prayer for our Earth
 All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe

and in the smallest of your creatures.
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists

Pour out upon us the power of your love,
that we may protect life and beauty.
Fill us with peace, that we may live

as brothers and sisters, harming no one.
O God of the poor,

help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth,
so precious in your eyes.
Bring healing to our lives,

that we may protect the world and not prey on it,
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.

Touch the hearts
of those who look only for gain

at the expense of the poor and the earth.
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,

to be filled with awe and contemplation,
to recognize that we are profoundly united

with every creature
as we journey towards your infinite light.
We thank you for being with us each day.

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle
for justice, love and peace.

[Pope Francis published this prayer in his 
“Laudato Si” encyclical.]
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Continued on page 11

The Philippines is surrounded by 
trenches and faults or breaks in the earth’s 
crust. The zone stretches from the Ilocos 
region to Mindanao. Even though there 
are no fault lines in Palawan, the island 
can still be affected by earthquakes. The 
movement of these geologic formations 
would generate earthquakes with vary-
ing magnitudes or the amount of energy 
released. (Intensity refers to the impact 
of the earthquake.) Many of these faults 
are active, meaning they have moved in 
the last 10,000 years. The Philippines ex-
periences an average of 20 earthquakes 
of Magnitude 4 or greater per day, or 100 
to 150 quakes per year. In the past 400 
years, the country experienced 90 de-
structive earthquakes. 

Earthquakes cause various hazards 
that may cause damage to property and 
infrastructure, or injury to persons. Ground 
rupture is the deformation of the ground 
at the intersection of the ground and the 
fault. It is caused by the tectonic move-
ment of faults: upward / downward move-
ment of either side of the fault line, or the 
sideways movement of either or both sides 
of the fault line. No building or critical infra-

Ms. Charmaine V. Villamil is a geologist of the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology. She presented and discussed with the Magis Deo Community the possibility of 
the occurrence of a serious earthquake, the causes and effects, and what people should do 
before, during and after a big earthquake. This is in response to frequent media pronounce-
ments about the high probability of a big earthquake hitting the Philippines, coming from the 
West Valley Fault system. 

structure should be constructed on top of 
an active fault line, and at least a 5-meter 
buffer zone on both sides of the fault or de-
formation zone should be maintained. The 
design of structures near fault lines should 
be strong enough to withstand ground 
movement.

Another earthquake hazard is ground 
shaking. This is the disruptive motion of 
the ground, either vertically or sideways. 
If the ground of an area moves sideways, 
the source of the earthquake is far from 
the area. If the ground moves vertically 
initially, and then sideways, the source is 
near the area. Damage could be structural 
or non-structural, such as things falling off. 
To prevent damage, structures should fol-
low proper engineering practices and ad-
here to government mandated codes and 
standards.

Ground liquefaction is another hazard 
that may be caused by earthquakes. This 
phenomenon occurs when the ground, 
usually saturated sandy soil, loses its 
strength and liquefies as a result of ground 
shaking. This usually occurs along coast-
lines or near large bodies of water. The ef-
fects of ground liquefaction are sinking or 

tilting of structures, or the buoyant rise of 
buried structures. To mitigate the effects of 
liquefaction, the ground where structures 
will be constructed should be subjected 
to geotechnical surveys, soil compaction 
should be conducted before structures are 
constructed, and appropriate foundation 
designs should be utilized, such as the 
use of concrete piles.

Earthquakes can also induce land-
slides. The ground located along slopes 
can fail and fall off when the ground 
shakes. Sinkholes are examples of such 
ground failures, and usually occur on top 
of limestone geologic structures. Con-
struction should be avoided on slopes. 
Slopes along roads and other such struc-
tures should be strengthened with the use 
of shotcrete, weep holes, bionets and oth-
er such slope stabilization methods.

Tsunamis are waves or a series of 
waves caused by water displacement 
resulting from submarine landslides, vol-
canic eruptions, meteorite impacts and 
earthquakes. These waves move fast and 
are very destructive, and could wipe out 
structures along its path. To mitigate the 
effects of tsunamis, barriers and flood-
gates should be constructed along coastal 
areas that are tsunami prone. Evacuation 
sites should be elevated, and the planting 
of coastal vegetation such as mangroves 
should be encouraged. Furthermore, a 
community based tsunami early warning 
system should be encouraged.
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Earthquake Hazards... continued from page 10

Earthquakes can also cause fire in 
inhabited areas. Lighting materials like 
candles can be toppled during an earth-
quake. On a larger scale, electrical lines 
can short-circuit and gas lines can be cut 
and cause large scale fires.

Earthquake Scenarios for Metro 
Manila

Metro Manila can be affected by earth-
quakes generated by several fault lines, 
such as the Infanta Fault, the Lubang Fault 
off Mindoro, the Manila Trench or the Val-
ley Fault system, the most serious of these 
threats. The East Valley Fault is 9 kilome-
ters long located mainly in Rizal province. 
The West Valley Fault is 200 kilometers 
long stretching from Dona Remedios Trini-
dad in Bulacan, through Marikina, Quezon 
City, Pasig, Makati, Muntinlupa, Laguna to 
Cavite. It last moved in 1658, and its aver-
age movement is every 400 years. If this 
fault moves, it could generate an Intensity 
8 earthquake and significantly affect Metro 
Manila. It is “due” to move anytime.

In case such an earthquake strikes 
Metro Manila, the following may be experi-
enced by the residents:

• People cannot stand even outdoors
• Many well-built buildings are considerably 

damaged
• Concrete dikes and foundations of bridges 

are destroyed
• Railway tracks are bent or broken
• Tombstones may be displaced, twisted or 

overturned
• Utility posts, towers and monuments may tilt 

or topple
• Water and sewer pipes may be bent, twisted 

or broken
• Liquefaction and lateral spreading
• Numerous landslides and rock falls occur in 

mountainous and hilly areas

• Fissures and fault rupture
• Isolation of certain areas due to damage to 

infrastructure
In a recent risk analysis conducted 

by the Phivolcs, an Intensity 8 earthquake 
may cause the following damage:

• Slight damage to complete collapse of build-
ings and infrastructure

• Economic loss in the trillions of pesos
• Injuries to hundreds of thousands of people
• Fatalities in the tens of thousands
• About 500 incidents of fires
• About 3 million people brought to evacuation 

centers
Considering this kind of a situation, 

the national and local government agen-
cies involved are organized and have set 
up mechanisms and procedures to re-
spond to the disaster. These administrative 
mechanisms are listed at the end of the 
article, with the list of field offices, evacua-
tion centers and hospitals. But what is also 
important is the state of preparedness of 
the general populace in terms of prepa-
rations before an earthquake, what to do 
during and after an earthquake. Details 
are listed down at the end of the article.

How do we prepare? Even before an 
earthquake occurs, some planning and a 
conscious effort to know our surroundings 
should be done. Inquire and make an ef-
fort to know potential hazards in the areas 
where we live and work, where the children 
go to school, and other areas we frequent-
ly visit. Plot our emergency exit routes and 
have fire extinguishers and first aid kits 
accessible, and secure objects which are 
likely to fall off from shelves. For structures 
we are in control of like our homes, evalu-
ate the structural soundness and repair 
if necessary. And prepare an emergency 
survival bag containing basic necessities 
in case of a major earthquake event.

During an earthquake of significant 
intensity, and the building is structurally 
sound, stay there and take cover under a 
table. Leave only when the shaking stops 
and there are no falling debris. Then move 
to an open area. If one gets caught by an 
earthquake in an open area, get away 
from structures and objects that might fall 
or topple over like posts and power lines, 
landslides, glass panes from buildings, 
and do not attempt to cross bridges and 
overpasses. When living in coastal areas, 
observe signs of an approaching tsunami 
such as a rumbling sound, unusual sea 
conditions and sea levels, and immedi-
ately move to higher ground.

After a strong earthquake and you 
get caught inside an old and weak struc-
ture, take the fastest and safest way out, 
but do this calmly. Use the stairs and not 
the elevators. Check yourself and others 
for injuries. When the situation stabilizes, 
check for chemical spills, fires, broken 
electrical and water lines and clean up. Do 
not use the telephone if you are not in an 
emergency, and do not drive around if you 
do not have to. If you have to leave your 
house, leave a note stating where you are 
going, and take your survival kit.

Stay safe and do not panic!

Reported by
Chacho Angeles, Thessalonians BCGG

To serve as a ready and handy reference, 
the Earthquake Preparedness Guide - 
What to do Before, During and After an 
earthquake, prepared by the Philipine 
Institute of Volcanology and Seismology, 
is presented on page 16.

“Just as happens when we fall in love with someone, whenever 
[St. Francis] would gaze at the sun, the moon or the smallest 
of animals, he burst into song, drawing all other creatures into 
his praise. He communed with all creation, even preaching to 
the flowers, inviting them “to praise the Lord, just as if they 
were endowed with reason.”

Fall in love with the Earth, this gift of pure abundance that God has freely given 
us. This disposition cannot be written off as “naive romanticism,” Pope Francis 
writes, “for it affects the choices which determine our behavior.” If we lose 
our wonder and awe, our attitude toward the Earth will be that of “masters, 
consumers, ruthless exploiters, unable to set limits on [our] immediate needs.”

Pope Francis – “Laudato Si”: On Care of our Common Home
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Magis Deo Pastoral Council Election Guidelines
1. DATE AND VENUE OF ELECTION

1.1. This year’s election will be held on Oc-
tober 3, 2015 at the 3rd Floor of San Car-
los Lay Formation Center, Guadalupe, 
Makati City. A Community Recollection 
and Mass will be held in preparation for 
the election. 

1.2. Members who are qualified to vote 
must register on or before October 3, 
2015.

1.3. The COMELEC, whose members are the 
outgoing Council members, shall over-
see the conduct of the elections and 
the counting of votes; and ensure that 
the election guidelines are observed. 

2. DEFINITION OF TERMS
2.1. BCGG Member - A BCGG Member is a 

Magis Deo member who satisfies the 
following per the BCGG Guidelines:
2.1.1. Completed the ME Reunion 

classes;
2.1.2. Sponsored an ME Weekend as 

auxiliaries;
2.1.3. Has attended the Prayer Work-

shop;
2.1.4. Has attended the Spiritual 

Deepening Retreat (SDR)
2.1.5. Commissioned by the Pastoral 

Council as a member of a BCGG;
2.1.6. Paying membership dues;
2.1.7. Belongs to a BCGG.

2.2. Voter’s Registration
A Voter’s Registration Form (Annex 1) is 
a document that will confirm the quali-
fied BCGG member’s (couple or solo 
member) intention to vote during the 
Pastoral Council Elections. 
This form is to be filled out and signed 
by the BCGG Member declaring his/
her/their intention to vote during the 
election of the Pastoral Council. Mem-
bers must register by filling out the reg-
istration form. This form must be sub-
mitted to his/her/their BCGG Shepherd, 
who in turn must submit the filled out 
forms to the COMELEC no later than Oc-
tober 3, 2015.

2.3. Qualified Voter
A qualified Magis Deo Voter is one 
who currently is a member of a BCGG. 
He/she/they must have filled out the 
Voter’s Registration Form (Annex 1) 
and, in their personal assessment, must 
show a “Sense of Community” through 
one of the following ways:
2.3.1. Members of BCGG Group who 

attend the meeting regularly;
2.3.2. Attended at least 50% of the 

Community Celebrations held 
the current year;

2.3.3. Updated on Monthly dues (for 
BCGG Members); or

2.3.4. Although he/she/they may not 
have participated in Commu-
nity programs as actively as he/

she/they would have wanted 
to, this is not indicative of a lack 
of community spirit but due to 
valid personal reasons and it 
is his/her/their intent to par-
ticipate in the coming electoral 
process.

Registration of qualified voters must 
be done on or before October 3, 2015 
to provide ample time for the COME-
LEC to validate and consolidate the to-
tal number of qualified voters.

2.4. Qualified Pastoral Council Eligible
A Pastoral Council Eligible (PCE) is a 
BCGG Member who meets the follow-
ing qualifications and may therefore be 
voted to the Pastoral Council:
2.4.1. An active member of a BCGG 

for at least two (2) years who 
attended at least 50% of the 
BCGG meetings for the current 
year;

2.4.2. Participates regularly in Magis 
Deo Activities – Community 
Celebration, Outreach activi-
ties, Interface, MEW Harana, 
Family Day, Seminars and Re-
treats, among others;

2.4.3. A Member of the Community 
in good standing; updated on 
monthly dues;

2.4.4. Nominated by their BCGG and 
duly endorsed by the BCGG 
Shepherd Couple through their 
Sector Head; or identified by 
the current Pastoral Council as 
deserving of nomination;

2.4.5. Current or Previous Ministry/
Committee Head and/or Shep-
herd or Alternate Shepherd of 
ME Class or BCGG;

2.4.6. Manifests servant leadership 
qualities:
2.4.6.1. Four S’s (stewardship, 

simplicity, sharing, 
and service)

2.4.6.2. Responsible
2.4.6.3. Mission-oriented
2.4.6.4. Discerning

A PCE may signify that they desire not 
to be included among those to be vot-
ed to the Pastoral Council. 
A PCE will only be allowed to be exclud-
ed from the list of members eligible to 
be voted after the following are com-
plied with:
2.4.7. A process of prayerful Ignatian 

discernment in consultation 
with a Spiritual Director;

2.4.8. The PCE must signify their de-
sire through a letter to the 
COMELEC. The letter must be 
received on or before Septem-
ber 5, 2015. The PCE must sub-
mit two copies of the letter; the 
second copy will serve as the 

receipt copy. Email correspon-
dence will not be considered as 
complying with this provision.

2.4.9. The letter must be signed by 
the PCE and duly noted by any 
member of the COMELEC. The 
receipt copy will be signed by 
the COMELEC member and re-
turned to the PCE. 

BCGG members who have served in the 
Pastoral Council for at least eight years 
have the option not to be included 
among those to be voted to the Pasto-
ral Council. The said previous council 
member must follow the same proce-
dure specified above should they wish 
to avail of this option.
The outgoing Pastoral Council Mem-
bers are not eligible to be voted to the 
council for the next two (2) consecutive 
years immediately following their ten-
ure.
To enable the COMELEC to screen the 
qualifications of nominees to be includ-
ed in the final list of PCEs, all nomina-
tions must be submitted to the COME-
LEC on or before September 5, 2015.

2.5. Nomination Form
The Nomination Form (Annex 2) is a 
document indicating the names of the 
couple(s) nominated to be included in 
the list of Pastoral Council Eligibles. This 
document shall serve as a certification 
that the nominees possess all of the 
qualifications and are likewise not dis-
qualified from being elected as mem-
bers of the Pastoral Council.
This form is to be accomplished and 
signed by the by the BCGG Shepherd 
Couple and endorsed by their Sector 
Head; the same can likewise be pre-
pared by the current Pastoral Council. 
This form must be submitted to the 
Pastoral Council/COMELEC no later 
than September 5, 2015.

2.6. Quorum
For purposes of the Pastoral Council 
Elections, a quorum is defined as 50% 
plus one (1) of the Qualified Voters of 
the Community physically present at 
the election venue.

2.7. Ballot
The ballot is an official document 
(stamped with Magis Deo logo) sup-
plied by the COMELEC to the Qualified 
Voters to be used to write the names 
of the Pastoral Council Eligible(s) they 
wish to vote to the Pastoral Council.

2.8. COMELEC
The Committee on Elections: The ad 
hoc committee is the outgoing Pastoral 
Council members of the given year. The 
primary duty and responsibility of the 
COMELEC is to implement and uphold 
the Council Election process, enforce 
and ensure that the approved election 
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guidelines are carried out in an orderly, 
effective, honest, and peaceful manner.

3. ELECTION PROCESS
3.1. The election shall be presided over by 

the COMELEC during the specified date 
in the presence of the qualified vot-
ers and the Pastoral Council members 
who will stay in office to serve the 2nd 
year of their term. The COMELEC shall 
also oversee the conduct of the elec-
tions, counting of votes, and ensure 
that the election guidelines are strictly 
observed.

3.2. An information campaign shall be con-
ducted to disseminate the relevant 
election information to all concerned. 
Assistance may be requested from Prax-
is Ministry Head and Sectoral Heads. 
Coordination shall likewise be provided 
by the Community Services Ministry, 
through the Publications Committee, 
on the use of the Magis Deo Newslet-
ter to circulate information about the 
qualification of each Pastoral Council 
Eligible.

3.3. BCGG Shepherds shall take the initia-
tive to ensure the attendance of their 
members (who are qualified voters) 
during the period of reflection and dis-
cernment prior to the election and the 
election process itself. Constant follow-
up with the Heads and Members shall 
be done through telephone and other 
medium of communication.

3.4. The Pastoral Council Election shall be 
done in a prayerful and discerning 
manner. A prayerful atmosphere must 
be established during the election. To 
prepare qualified voters for a prayerful 
and discerning manner in the choice of 
those to be elected, BCGGs are encour-
aged and advised to use a prayer guide 
supplied by the COMELEC (Annex 3) for 
at least two meetings prior to the date 
of election will also be given a list of 
Pastoral Council Eligibles, with relevant 
background information.

3.5. On Election Day, the Pastoral Council 
shall lead the Community in a prayerful 
reflection before the casting of votes. 
The Magis Deo Community’s Spiritual 
Director shall be requested to preside 
over the reflection.

3.6. Each couple/solo member shall be en-
titled to one vote.

3.7. For the election to be valid, a quorum 
should be reached. The COMELEC shall 
determine the quorum on Election Day.

3.8. Secret balloting will be used. Offi-
cial ballots shall be distributed by the 
COMELEC only on Election Day.

3.9. Nominees receiving 50% plus 1 of the 
votes cast will be declared elected. The 
voting process will be repeated until all 
vacant council posts are filled. In case 
all vacant posts are not filled during the 
1st round of voting, another round of 
voting will be done as necessary.

3.10. Should a 2nd round of voting be needed, 

Pastoral Council Eligibles who garnered 
at least 20% of the votes cast in the 1st 
round shall qualify for the 2nd round. 
Pastoral Council Eligibles who do not 
receive the required percentage of 
votes will be removed from the list for 
the 2nd round. 

3.11. Should a 3rd round of voting be needed, 
a Pastoral Council Eligible must have 
received at least 20% of the votes cast 
in the 2nd round to qualify for the 3rd 
round. Otherwise, they/he/she will be 
removed from the list for the 3rd round. 

3.12. This process shall be followed until the 
all Pastoral Council vacancies are filled 
up. 

3.13. The foregoing rules shall not prevent 
the COMELEC from adopting any other 
procedure in case failure of elections 
occur even after five rounds of voting; 
PROVIDED, the collective will of the 
Community, in general, shall be taken 
in consideration.

3.14. The number of votes garnered by each 
eligible shall be kept confidential by the 
COMELEC. Used ballots must be prop-
erly disposed (shredded/burned) after 
a holding period of one month from the 
date of election.

3.15. Questions on election results must be 
made in writing within one (1) month 
from the election date and addressed 
to the COMELEC. The COMELEC in 
turn shall meet to discuss and evalu-
ate the merits and/or validity of the 
question(s). A decision shall be made 
by the COMELEC and then properly 
communicated to the Pastoral Council 
and the Community.

3.16. In the event a Pastoral Council Member 
(hold over or newly elected) resigns 
from the Pastoral Council within one 
(1) month from the date of current 
elections, the COMELEC together with 
the new Pastoral Council members may 
decide to hold a special election based 
on the following conditions:
3.16.1. The Ministry that the leaving 

Pastoral Council member over-
sees cannot be left without an 
overseer due to the criticality 
of the programs and activities 
that need to be implemented 
and coordinated for the current 
year.

3.16.2. No other Pastoral Council 
member can take the place as 
overseer of the Ministry.

3.17. A special election shall be conducted 
as a result of 3.16. The special election 
shall be conducted as follows:
3.17.1. The current COMELEC shall re-

view the list of Pastoral Coun-
cil Eligibles together with the 
votes garnered on the last two 
voting results.

3.17.2. Only the current Pastoral Coun-
cil Members and COMELEC can 
participate in the deliberation.

3.17.3. The Pastoral Council and 
COMELEC will elect by consen-
sus the new Pastoral Council 
Member. The newly elected 
PC member will replace the re-
signed member.

Any amendments to this PASTORAL COUNCIL 
ELECTION GUIDELINES may be modified/ 
amended with the approval of the majority 
of the incumbent Pastoral Council and 
COMELEC of the current year. However, 
the amendments can only be implemented 
starting the next Pastoral Council and 
COMELEC term. This is to ensure that the 
interest and integrity of the Magis Deo 
Community is upheld and safeguarded. 

Annex 1
VOTER’S REGISTRATION

Name (Pls. print) ___________________________________
BCGG  ___________________________________ 
1. We hereby declare our intent to vote during the 2015 elections 

for the Magis Deo Pastoral Council members. We are qualified 
to vote, being current members of a BCGG.

2. Furthermore, in our personal assessment, we have shown our 
SENSE OF COMMUNITY through one of the following ways:
	 By attending at least 50% of the Community 

Celebrations held this year.
	 Although we have not attended at least 50% of the 

Community Celebrations, we have participated in one 
or more of the formation and outreach programs of the 
Community.

	 Although we may not have participated in Community 
programs as actively as we would have wanted, this 
is not indicative of a lack of community spirit but due 
to personal reasons, it is our intent to participate in the 
coming electoral process.

Signature:    ______________      _______________________
 Husband                        Wife

Annex 2
NOMINATION FORM

We hereby nominate  _________________________________
for the 2015 elections for the Magis Deo Pastoral Council 
Members.
We likewise certify that our nominee(s) are:

	 Active member(s) of our BCGG for the past 
_________ (   ) years, having attended at least 50% 
of the BCGG meetings for the current year; 
Participated regularly in the following Magis Deo 
Activities:
	 Community celebrations
	 Outreach activities
	 Interface
	 MEW Harana
	 Family Day
	 Seminars and Retreats
	 Other activities ______________________

	 Member(s) of the Community in good standing; 
updated on monthly dues;

	 Current or Previous Ministry Head and/or Shepherd/
Alternate Shepherd of a BCGG or ME Class;

	 Manifest(s) the following servant-leadership 
qualities:
a) Four S’s (stewardship, simplicity, sharing, and 

service);
b) Responsible;
c) Mission-oriented; and
d) Discerning.

Name (Pls. print and sign):  _____________________________

BCGG:  ____________________________________________

Endorsed by:  _______________________________________
                                            Sector Head

Continued on page 9
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Hereafter

 Musical Notes

Ferdie Cruz, Psalm 98 BCGG

Several weeks ago I was asked 
by Dr. Manny Gatchalian to write an article 
for the Magis Deo Choir’s Musical Notes 
column in our monthly Magis Deo Newslet-
ter. I texted him that I had nothing to write 
about and that I was not in the mood. He 
texted back that deadline was still a week 
away and that I still had time to write.

I was not my usual good self the past 
few months due to problems with the com-
pany I work with the past nine years, my 
health; and remembering my and Lyn’s 
38th wedding anniversary last July 22. I 
was down with the flu which left me very 
weak the past three weeks. Dr. Manny 
advised me to have chest x-ray and sev-
eral other tests. The results were OK ex-
cept for my blood sugar, blood pressure, 
and a very high creatinine level. It took me 
almost two weeks to recover my strength. 
My blood sugar now averages 85 and my 
BP at 130/70 the past 3 days.

Last month as I was cleaning my filing 
cabinet, I saw a photocopy of “The Wind 
Beneath my Wings,” an article Lyn wrote 
in the Magis Newsletter. She wrote about 
the first day of our life together when we 
got married July 22, 1977. How different 
we were from each other she was fond 
of fish and vegetables while I was car-
nivorous; she was from an ordinary family 
while I was from a well-off family. Lyn was 
outgoing while I was a homebody; she had 
good PR; I am an introvert. She had many 
friends; I only have few selected friends. 
We both finished Mechanical Engineering 
– she at Pamantasan ng Lungsod Maynila, 
I at MIT.

I met Lyn through a blind date. I was 
paired with her best friend from SSS while 
Lyn was paired with my MIT classmate. 
The first time I saw Lyn it was “love at first 
sight.” That concert date in Folk Arts The-
ater was followed by a series of concerts 
of different artists: Leah Navarro, Basil 
Valdez, Hajji Alejandro, Mike Hanopol and 

Sampaguita. Gradually Lyn 
and I became close to each 
other, earning the ire of my 
first blind date and her for-
mer high school and PLM 
classmates who were also 
employed at SSS. Things 
were eventually patched up 
and my blind date and her 
friends, and my MIT class-
mate, became our major 
sponsors when Lyn and I 
got married in Sto. Domingo 
Church. My classmate and 
Lyn’s officemates also be-
came the godparents of our 
three children.

Our marriage was a 
very successful union of 
different individuals from 
different backgrounds but 
our differences were bonded by our mu-
tual love and respect for each other. In our 
twenty-five years of being together, not 
once did we quarrel about another woman 
being linked to me.

When our first son became sickly, Lyn 
resigned from her job as a Senior Design 
Engineer in a sister company of Meralco 
which designed the LRT1 and the moth-
balled Bataan Nuclear Power Plant. She 
put up a PX store (which was in vogue 
during the ‘80s), then shifted to RTW from 
Taiwan, Bangkok and Hong Kong. She 
became a “small-time RTW smuggler.” 
(We got to know Alice Go at our store in 
Caloocan City. Alice’s second son became 
my godson in baptism.) Through the RTW 
business we were able to buy 2 lots in Fil-
invest and brand-new vehicles on install-
ment. The business lasted ten years. We 
got into trouble with the Bureau of Cus-
toms, and from uncollected payments from 
wholesale purchasers of the RTWs. One 
of our lots in Filinvest paid for our busi-
ness loan. With these business setbacks, 
Lyn requested me to avail of optional re-

tirement from my Senior Engineer position 
in a communications company. Although 
earning a substantial salary with 18-month 
bonuses and profit-sharing, I retired for the 
love of my depressed wife. 

Her new business did not fare as well. 
The death (cause unknown) of a Filipino 
talent working in Japan prompted our gov-
ernment to limit the deployment of danc-
ers and singers to Japan, resulting in the 
closure of many talent agencies. 

Lyn’s next employment was as an 
agent of SunLife of Canada. One of her 
prospects was a couple from Magis Deo 
whose only condition was that we would 
join an upcoming Marriage Encounter 
Weekend in Betania Retreat House in 
Tagaytay City. That weekend changed my 
life completely. From a Sunday Catholic 
I became a practicing one. We became 
very active from day one and accepted all 
assignments given us. We became BCGG 
Shepherds, LSS Couple Sharers, Suyuan 
Couple, BEM Sharers, head of the Out-

Continued on page 15
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reach Ministry and other Magis Deo ministries. I became her 
assistant/driver in all her activities in SunLife Financial. I also 
became an agent of SunLife later, selling life insurance and 
pension plans.

My retirement from the telecommunications company 
made me closer to my wife and my children. It was the most 
memorable last six years I had with Lyn. Even at her death-
bed, afflicted by liver cancer, she gave me my most memo-
rable birthday on October 7, 2002. She passed away 12:50 
am on October 8, 2002.

On the 2nd day of her wake, it was my turn to be hospital-
ized due to a mild stroke. I was in the ICU and later trans-
ferred to a regular room. I don’t remember how many days 
that was. Monchet Albert requested The Medical City to al-
low me to see Lyn for the last time before she was cremated. 
I returned to the hospital after the cremation and stayed for 
three more days.

Upon my discharge from the hospital, SunLife processed 
Lyn’s insurance death benefits. From the proceeds, I was 
able to pay the numerous persons whom Lyn listed to be paid 
upon her death. I became the servicing agent of Lyn’s many 
clients, and stayed with SunLife for another four years. 

With the remaining insurance proceeds, the servicing in-
come from Lyn’s clients and my own income from SunLife, in 
2006 Djarn Pestaño and I put up DMSC, a manpower pro-
vider. Our first client was DMCI, which is still our main client 
for service personnel for its condominiums and sales offices. 
This was followed by The Grand Towers and Moldex Land 
in Valenzuela City, Solaire prior to turn-over, Marsman, An-
uva Condominium of SOC Land, The Medical City, Cardinal 
Santos Hospital and several offices in Metro Manila. From 
just four housekeepers, DMSC has grown to more than four 
hundred housekeepers, admin assistants, messengers, land-
scapers and technical maintenance personnel.

The success of DMSC is through the help of Djarn 
Pestaño, and most especially from the proceeds of Lyn’s in-
surance. I know up to now Lyn is still looking after me and our 
four children whom she loved and cared for. 

Lyn, thank you very much. We love you and will always 
keep you in our hearts. Happy 38th wedding anniversary.

Hereafter...
Continued from page 14

of John, verse 4 that he has finished the work 
the Father gave him to do. His vision was 
clear, it was to bring salvation into the world. He 
was focused on it, and everything he did was to 
accomplish his vision. Leaders remain focused on 
their vision. Most of all, he prayed often and always 
kept in communication with the Father, listening 
well so his work would be clear.

Be an excellent teacher. Jesus communicated 
his vision clearly to his disciples. He told them that 
he had come into the world that the world 
through him could be saved. He lived out his 
vision before the disciples so they knew what it 
was. Sometimes, they didn’t get it. Even at the 
last supper, there was some confusion as to where 
Jesus was going and why the disciples couldn’t 
go with him. A leader must have a clear vision, 
be focused on accomplishing it and communicate 
it well to his people. Remember, Proverbs 29:18 
reminds us that where there is no vision, the 
people perish.

Be an astute recruiter. Jesus surrounded 
himself with men he recruited. He had looked into 
their hearts and lives and had determined they 
would be the best he could find. Good leaders 

need to surround themselves with good people. 
They should not settle for mediocrity. Note the 
characteristics of the 12 disciples: they were loyal, 
trustworthy, could interact well with people, had 
enormous skills, were dedicated to the vision and 
mission of their leader, communicated well with 
Jesus and the team, worked well in the team, were 
not self serving and could work independently. 
These men were so dedicated to their mission that 
they were killed fulfilling it. Jesus’ administrative 
team did not think of themselves more highly than 
they did of their leader. They stood out in following 
the strategic plan laid out for them. Jesus had an 
inner circle of 12 warm bodies, then another circle 
of 72, and then the women and other disciples who 
“shared their substance” with him and his disciples. 
He could not have done it without their help. Are 
we there with our leaders, BEING LEADERS IN OUR 
OWN RIGHT, or do they have to do all the work?

So Magis Deo, next month we elect a new 
batch of couples to the Pastoral Council. Let us look 
to Jesus and his disciples as models for our own 
participation as leaders of Magis Deo. As we share 
in his passion and death, so too will we share in his 
resurrection and eternal life.

Leadership of Jesus
Continued from page 4
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DISASTER SCENARIO IN METRO MANILA

Assumptions:
• Only 30% of manpower and equipment of NCR can be 

mobilized for response.
• Displaced Population = 2,881,437 Individuals
o 58 % or 1,682,458 are inside identified evacuation 

sites;
o 42% or 1,198,979 are outside the evacuation 

sites.
• Life-Threatening Injuries = 13,751
o Only 8,628 may be accommodated in hospitals 

within Metro Manila

METRO MANILA CONTINGENCY PLAN FOR 
EARTHQUAKE

QUADRANTS LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS

North: Caloocan City, Quezon City, Valenzuela City, San 
Juan City, Mandaluyong City 
East: Pasig City, Marikina City, 
West: Manila City, Malabon City, Navotas City, Pasay City 
South: Las Piñas City, Makati City, Muntinlupa City 
Parañaque City, Taguig City, Municipality of Pateros, 
Pasay City
MMDRRMC Emergency Operations Centers
Main EOC:
1st Option: MMDA Office, Orense St., corner EDSA, 
Guadalupe, Makati City
2nd Option: AFP JTF NCR Compound, near Gate 6, Camp 
Aguinaldo
3rd Option: PNP NCRPO HQ, Camp Bagong Diwa, 
Bicutan, Taguig
4th Option: Floating at Manila Bay
North Sub-EOC: Veterans Memorial Medical Center, 
North Ave., Q.C.
East Sub-EOC: LRT 2 Santolan Station Depot, Santolan, 
Pasig City
West Sub-EOC: 
1st Option: Intramuros Golf Course, Manila City
2nd Option: Luneta Grandstand
3rd Option: Floating at Manila Bay 
South EOC: Villamor Air Base Golf Course, Pasay City

EVACUATION CAMPS TO BE MANAGED BY THE 
MMDRRMC

North Quadrant: 
1. Veterans Memorial Medical Center (VMMC), North 
Ave., Quzon City

2. UP Diliman 
• Open grounds including one (1) lane of University 

Avenue
• Sunken Garden and track oval

East Quadrant: 
1. Boy’s Town, Marikina City
2. Philippine Red Cross Property
3. Ultra, Pasig City
West Quadrant: Intramuros Golf Course
South Quadrant:
1. Villamor Air Base Golf Course (Residents from Pasay 

and Manila)
2. Asia World City, Macapagal Ave., Brgy. Tambo-Don 

Galo

LOCATION OF EMERGENCY FIELD HOSPITALS
NORTH QUADRANT
1. Philippine Veterans Hospital, North Ave., Quezon City
2. Quezon Memorial Circle
3. UP Diliman
SOUTH QUADRANT
1. Villamor Air Base Golf Course, Pasay City
EAST QUADRANT
1. LRT 2 Santolan Station Depot
2. Cirma Street Field Hospital for Amang Rodriguez 
Medical Center
WEST QUADRANT
1. Intramuros Golf Course
2. Quezon Institute

QUADRANTS & ASSISTING REGIONS

(Immediate manpower and equipment assistance from 
different Regions)
North: Regions I and VII
East: Regions II and XI
West: Regions CAR and X
South: Regions V and VI

Additional notes:
There is a need for an open ground as evacuation area
1. Fire-fighters can only go as far as the road and 

capacity will allow them
2. There will be a lot of search and rescue activities
3. Hospitals will be evacuated and overwhelmed with 

victims
4. Mass casualty management
5. Interruption in communication and other lifelines
6. Evacuation of survivors for days to weeks
7. There will be a rush at supermarkets for food and 

other provisions, even looting
8. Pools become drinking water

HOW DO WE PREPARE? 

BEFORE

1. Disaster prevention requires planning:
a) Determine potential hazards in your area
b) Use proper structural design and engineering 

practice
c) Evaluate structural soundness of buildings and 

important infrastructures
d) Retrofit or rehabilitate, if necessary

2. Prepare your place of work and residence for the 
event:
a) Strap heavy furniture to walls
b) Store breakable items, harmful chemicals, and 

flammable materials in lower most shelves, and 
secure firmly

c) Keep heavy materials in lower shelves 
d) Turn off gas tanks when not in use
e) Check stability of hanging objects

3. Maintain an emergency survival bag containing: 
a)  Canned goods/RTE food
b) Bottled water – 1.5 liters/pax/day
c) Flashlight/emergency light
d) Whistle
e) Spare batteries
f) Candles, lighters/matches
g) Battery-operated radio
h) First aid kit

i) Blanket
j) Towels
k) Cash
l) Emergency contact numbers
m) Necessities for elderly (medicine, adult diaper, etc.)
n) Necessities for babies (milk, bottle, food, diaper, 

baby book, toys, etc.)
4. Familiarize yourself with your place of work and 

residence
a) Learn to use fire extinguishers, first aid kits, 

alarms and emergency exits that are accessible, 
conveniently located and prominently marked

b) Conduct BUILDING WATCHING EXERCISE
i) Good practices and safe zones
ii) Unsafe practices and hazardous zones
iii) Recommendations for Improvement

DURING 
1. If inside a structurally sound building, stay there!

a) Protect yourself from falling debris
b) Do the “DUCK, COVER and HOLD” technique

2. If outside, move to an open area
a) Get away from power lines, posts, walls and other 

structures
b) Stay away from buildings with glass panes
c) If on a mountain, or near a steep hill slope, move 

away from escarpments
d) When driving a vehicle, pull to the side of the road 

and stop
e) Do not attempt to cross bridges or overpasses
f) Know the signs of approaching tsunami!

i) A strong earthquake
ii) Rumbling sound of the approaching waves
iii) Unusual sea conditions such as EXTREME 

lowering of sea level and the rise and fall of 
coastal water

g) IMMEDIATELY MOVE TO HIGHER GROUND.

AFTER

1. If inside an old and weak structure, take the fastest 
and safest way out!
a) Get out calmly in an orderly manner
b) Do not rush to the exit
c) Use the stairs, not the elevators
d) Check yourself and others for injuries

2. Check surroundings
a) Clean up chemical spills, toxic flammable materials
b) Check for fire and if any, have it controlled
c) Check water and electrical lines for defects

3. Unless you need emergency help, do not use your 
telephone; disaster prevention authorities may need 
the lines for emergency communications

4. Do not use your car and drive around areas of 
damage; Rescue and relief operations need the road 
for mobility

5. Help reduce the number of casualties from the 
earthquake
a. Don’t enter partially damaged building, strong 

aftershocks may cause these to collapse
b. Gather information and disaster prevention 

instruction from battery operated radios
6. If you must evacuate your residence, leave a message 

stating where you are going; take with you your 
emergency survival bag

Contacts:
http://www.phivolcs.dost.gov.ph
Twitter: /phivolcs_dost
Facebook: Philippine Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology (PHIVOLCS-DOST)

Earthquake & Tsunami (24/7):
Tel. Numbers   +632 929-9254
+632 426-1468 loc. 124 / 125
Fax number +632 927-1087

Volcano (24/7):
Tel. Number +632 426-1468 loc. 127
Telefax number +632 927-1095

IEC materials:
+632 426-1468 loc. 128,  +632 927-4524
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    SSS, PHIC and HDMF
          payable 1550 -
Total 39.135 6,709

9. Donations
Donations received are for:
 2014 2013
Ministry activities 417,002 587,808
Fund raising 1,264,606 1,812,511
Monthly dues 401,440 433,620
Tithes, love offering 
     and mass collection 190,059 205,991
Calamity fund raising - 169,170
Total 2,273,107 3,209,100

10. Ministry activities expenses
This account consists of:
 2014 2013
Program and activities 1.313,301 1,792,253
Training and seminars 23,180 114,001
Food, meetings and 
    representation 13,000 12,648
Venue and accommodations 69,800 47,500
Liturgical expenses 140 14,303
Stipend 45,500 37,500
Outreach and donations 70,000 -
Supplies and materials 98,630 160,510
Printing and reproduction - -
Total 1,633,551 2,178,715

11. Ministry activities expenses
This account consists of:
 2014 2013
Program and activities - 1,250
Donations - 370,586
Total - 371,836

12. Other Income
This account consists of:
 2014 2013
Interest Income 35,484 60,850
Total 35,484 60,850

13. General and administrative expense
This account consists of:
 2014 2013
Salaries and wages 175,516 184,879
SSS, PHIC and HDMF premium 14,467 14,423
Communication and internet 39,617 24,326
Outsourced services 60,480 55,440
Meetings and entertainment 16,800 4,042
Depreciation 43,387 43,205
Printing and reproduction 2,095 1,026
Electricity and water 13,446 20,945
Insurance 13,940 14,949
Janitorial and messengerial
     expense 8,230 11,957

Supplies and materials 14,881 22,651
Repairs and maintenance 2,716 -
Taxes, licenses and permits 15,182 15,182
Transportation and travel 12,995 12,633
Bank charges 283 337
Dues and subscriptions 4,000 4,000
Penalties and fines 1,000 -
Miscellaneous 42,184 29,817
Total 481,218 464,813

14. Income tax expense
As disclosed in Note 1, the Company is 
exempted from taxes under Section 30 (E) 
of the NIRC of 1997. However, the income 
of whatever kind and character from any of 
its activities conducted for profit, regardless 
of disposition made such income, shall be 
subjected to tax.

15. Supplementary tax information under 
Revenue Regulations No. 15-2010
In compliance with Revenue Regulations No. 
15-2010 issued by the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue on November 25, 2010, the following 
additional disclosures are presented in relation 
to taxes, duties and licenses paid or accrued 
during the year. The Company reported and/or 
paid for the following types of taxes:
(a) Value Added Tax (VAT)

The Company is a non-VAT registered 
company.

(b) Local and National Taxes
All other local and national taxes paid by 
the Company consist of:
Local:
    Barangay clearance  1,000
    Business permit fee  13,182
    Community tax certificate  500
National:
    Annual registration fees  500
Total  15,182

(c) Withholding Taxes
Withholding taxes paid and accrued by the 
Company for the year ended consists of:
Expanded withholding tax  1,080
Withholding tax on compensation 5,301
Total  6,381

(d) Tax Assessments
The Company has no pending deficiency tax 
assessment from the BlR as at December 
31, 2014.

(e) Tax Cases
The Company has no pending tax case in 
courts or other regulatory bodies outside of 
the BIR as at December 31, 2014.

5. Cash and cash equivalents
This account consists of:
 2014 2013
Cash in banks 994,417 856,851
Cash on hand 38,000 38,000
Time deposit 4,360,242 4,326,270
Total 5,392,658 5,221,121
Cash includes cash on hand and in banks. Cash 
in banks earn interest at the prevailing bank 
deposit rates. 

6. Accounts and other receivables
This account consists of:
 2014 2013
Receivables 140,215 76,095
Other receivables
    Cash advance 181,174 164,174
    Advances to employees 25,907 8,929
Total 347,297 249,199
Accounts receivable and cash advances refer 
to remaining amount due from liquidated 
budgets for program and activities and 
those are still pending liquidation. Advances 
to employees refer to loans and advances 
granted to the employees with terms of 
payment of less than a year. 

7. Property, plant and equipment, net
This account consists of:
 2014 2013
Cost
    Office equipment
    At January 1 216,935 211,485
Acquisitions - 5,450
Disposals - -
At December 31 216,935 216,935
Accumulated depreciation
    Office equipment
        At January 1 (116,431) (73,226)
        Provisions (43,387) (43,205)
       Disposals - -
       At December 31 (159,818) (116,431)
Carrying value
       At December 31 57,117 100,504
Depreciation is charged as administrative 
expense.

8. Accounts and other payables
This account consists of:
 2014 2013
Accounts payable 37,050 5530
Other payables
    Withholding tax payable 445 1090
    Expanded withholding
          tax payable 90 90

Magis Deo Audited F/S
Continued from page 5

Excerpts from Notes to Financial Statements
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Continued on page 19

Rey Mella, Cana BCGG
 Spiritual Tidbits and Humor

I was born asthmatic. I still am. I was 
dependent on my Ventolin inhaler for most 
of my adult life. I had it in my pocket, be-
side my bed, under my pillow, at home, at 
work, in my bag, wherever I went, and es-
pecially when I traveled. For like 20 years. 
As the old American Express card ad said, 
I “never leave home without it”… until this 
incident:

I went to Seoul 15 years ago, in Janu-
ary at the height of winter. When I packed 
for the trip, I forgot it was winter in Korea, 
and did not bring a winter jacket. From 
Kimpo Airport (then an international, now 
a domestic airport) I traveled by bus to the 
Sheraton Walker Hill Hotel where I regu-
larly stay in my trips to Seoul. As I waited 
for the bus, I felt really, really cold.

When I got off the bus I walked 50 me-
ters to the hotel lobby. The Sheraton’s ex-
ecutive suites are uphill and I had to take 
another shuttle to bring me there. Another 
bout of cold outside. That was when my 
asthma attack started. There was no Ven-
tolin inhaler in my pocket. I already knew 
that – when I left my house that day, I real-
ized I had left it and made a bad decision 
to not turn back because I was running 
late for my flight.

When I got to the hotel’s front desk, 
I was told I did not have a reservation. I 
raised my voice and told the reception-

ist who knew me from my previous stays 
there, that he was not going to send me 
out to look for another hotel, and that I was 
not leaving.

Seeing me shivering and breathing 
hard, he finally gave me a nice room.

As soon as I got in my room, I dove 
under the comforter and curled up, breath-
ing heavily. I started praying that I do not 
die there. For an hour, I just breathed hard 
and prayed.

After an hour, my asthma attack sub-
sided and I started to breathe normally. 
That is all I can recall. I don’t even remem-
ber if I had dinner that night, or how I sur-
vived winter for 5 days in Seoul without my 
inhaler. After that incident, I became inde-
pendent of my inhaler and freed from that 
addiction. That was a miracle, big-time. 

______________

“We have very little faith in the Lord, 
very little trust. If we trusted the Lord as 
much as we trust a friend when we ask 
him to do something for us, neither we as 
individuals nor our whole country would 
suffer so much.”

— Thaddeus of Vitovnica 
______________

One Saturday at mass, Msgr. Ga-
briel spoke about people’s attachment 

and dependence on their mobile phones: 
they carry them everywhere, hold and tin-
ker with them all the time, while in bed, 
at work, in meetings, walking, in the rest 
rooms, even at mass. I am no exception. 
I am as attached to my phone as anyone 
else, dependent on it, perhaps more than 
anything else on my person.

There was a time I would panic when 
my pen is missing from my pocket when 
I arrive at the office. Then it became my 
wallet, with my money, driver’s license and 
credit card in it.

Now I can leave my pen and not pan-
ic. I can leave my wallet at home and not 
even worry about its contents or whether 
I’d need or miss them. I can always call 
home to check where I misplaced them. I 
can always write notes on my iPhone and 
not have to worry about a pen.

I was both amused and concerned 
about what the monsignor was calling our 
attention to. I am as guilty as anyone else. 
Even at mass, oftentimes I would make 
notes on my phone about the homily and 
my reflection, so I can write and expound 
on them later after mass. Of course, I 
would chance on reading a text or two. 
Very distracting.

______________

Interestingly, exactly one week after 
that mass and that homily, my wife and 
daughter dropped me off at the airport ear-
ly Sunday morning. As soon as they drove 
away, I clutched my pockets and instantly 
realized I had left my phone in the car. I 
tried to chase after them, but realized I 
would have to leave my bags unattended.

Almost instantly I looked for my back 
up phone. I went in the airport, checked in 
but was simultaneously calling and texting 
my wife and daughter. I had not bothered 
updating the phone numbers of my chil-
dren in the back up phone; I could not get 
connected to my wife’s phone.

I called and texted every number in 
the back up phone – my children, our help-
er, the driver, my executive assistant. Most 
of them were old inactive numbers.

I prayed that someone answer my 
call and text. After an hour of near panic, 
my wife finally answered my call. Another 

Dependence on 
and addiction to 

God
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Dependence on...
Continued from page 18

NewsBits  /  Announcements Prose and Poetry
Chacho Angeles, Thessalonians BCGG

A CLOSING PRAYER

Father, 

We are gathered here tonight 

To bear witness for You, 

To experience You in community 

As we share our joys and our pains,

Our disappointments and triumphs.

I pray to You with these like-hearted friends

For Your grace, your mercy and Your blessing,

For Your wisdom and Your strength,

For Your guidance and Your love, 

Without which we cannot live as You taught us. 

With trust, forgiveness and detachment.

     Without which we cannot live in community.

     Without which we cannot live in Your love.

Please help us deal with the pains of this life

As You did with Your betrayal, suffering and death.

Please help us maintain a compassionate heart

As You have poured Your heart out until death.

Please help us realize that we can only love You

If we love even those who hurt us, and 

If we accept the daily crosses of this earthly life.

For it is only by doing so will we know

Your healing touch. Amen.

20 minutes later my wife and daughter finally arrived with my 
phone. What a relief. What realization on my dependence.

______________

Four priests were spending a couple of days at a cabin. In 
the evening, they decided to tell each other about their biggest 
temptation.

The first said, “Well, it’s kind of embarrassing, but my 
big temptation is bad pictures. Once, I even bought a copy of 
“Sports Illustrated Swimsuit Edition.”

“My temptation is worse,” said the second. “It’s gambling. 
One Saturday, instead of preparing my homily, I went to the 
race track to bet on the ponies.”

“Mine is worse still,” said the third. “I sometimes can’t con-
trol the urge to drink. One time, I actually broke into the sacra-
mental wine.”

The fourth priest was quiet. “Brothers, I hate to say this,” 
he said, “but my temptation is the worst of all. I love to gossip 
– and if you guys will excuse me, I’d like to make a few phone 
calls!”

  – www.stmaryvalleybloom.org
______________

I was a chain smoker for 13 years. I tried quitting several 
times. And as someone joked, “Quitting smoking is really easy. 
In fact, I have done it many times.” 

As for me, it took a miracle to quit. After talking to God just 
before my son was born, I just quit, cold turkey. That was 23 
years ago. But that’s another story.

______________

“Act as if everything depended on you; trust as if every-
thing depended on God.”

– St. Ignatius of Loyola
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Calendar of Activities:  September - December 2015
September Venue Contacts / Sponsors
05 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Central Sector, Outreach Ministry
 Speaker and Mass Celebrant: Multi-Purpose Hall (3rd Floor) BCGGs of the Central and South Sectors
 Fr. Manoling Francisco, SJ
 Topic: Dignity of the Person
19 Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
27 Dance Fest San Jose Gym, ADMU Campus Rico Lim 0917-5331677 / 0925-8803095
 “Jump Up for Glory”   7 am - 12 noon  Cesar Sangalang 0917-5439902           
 Birthday celebration - Fr. James U. Gascon, SJ  Leony Parada 0915-9149394
October
03 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center All Sectors
 Election of Pastoral Council Multi-Purpose Hall (3rd Floor) BCGGs of the North and South Sectors
 Speaker and Mass Celebrant:  Pastoral Council
 Fr. James U. Gascon, SJ
17 Council, Ministry, Sector and Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
 Shepherds’ Meeting
November
14 Sat Advent Recollection  2 pm - 7 pm San Carlos Lay Formation Center South Sector, Formation and MEM
 Speaker/Mass Celebrant: Guadalupe, Makati City BCGGs of the Central and North Sectors
 Fr. Dave Concepcion Multi-Purpose Hall (3rd Floor) 
21 Sat Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
21 Sat Couple’s Night Acropolis Clubhouse Marivic Pareja 0918-9797576
   Acropolis Subdivision, C5 Libis, Q.C. Magis Deo 426-7191
23 84th Birthday of Fr. Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ
27-29 Marriage Encounter Weekend BLD Covenant House, Magis Deo 426-7191
 P4,000 / couple Dasmariñas, Cavite
 SD: Fr. James Gascon, SJ
December
06 Sun  Family Day San Jose Gym, ADMU Campus All Sectors, All M.E. Classes
    Youth Ministry, CSM
19 Council Meeting (Turn over) Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191

September Birthday Celebrants
2 Jaear Briones Francis
2 Shari Ylagan ME Class 119
6 Ricky Perez Tala
7 Marivic Canoso Magnificat
7 Regie De Guzman Corinthians
7 Cat Geslani ME Class 120
8 Henry Cruz Psalm 46-Samaritans
9 Zar Gascon Francis
10 Chito Alnajes Song of Ruth
10 Glo Boren Agnus Dei
11 Mark Maulit ME Class 119
11 Jun Sison Corinthians
12 Leslie Gatchalian Psalm 98
14 Rodel Acosta ME Class 120
14 Janice De Guzman ME Class 121
14 Melissa Gonzales ME Class 121
14 Joy Uy-Tioco Sirach
15 Vikki Brillantes Cana
17 Rufo Dacanay Song of Ruth
18 Beng Pascual Corinthians
19 Mina De Castro Mt. Olivet
19 Nan Palete Prodigal 102
19 Myr Serranilla Mustard Seed
20 Jojo Aldeguer Mustard Seed
21 Susan Exconde ME Class 116
22 Vie Remogat ME Class 119
23 Lino Magulod ME Class 119
25 Jojo De Castro Mt. Olivet
25 Del Domingo Song of Ruth
25 Fort Orboc ME Class 121
25 Ian Serranilla ME Class 114

26 Chie Llamas Corinthians
26 Lucy Mella Cana
28 Fr. James U. Gascon, SJ Magis Deo
29 Cecil Rivera Song of Ruth

September Wedding Anniversaries
8 Noel & Dina Valdes Archangel Gabriel
8 Art & Neds Vargas Easter
18 Jojo & Mina De Castro Mt. Olivet
18 Joe & Myr Serranilla Mustard Seed
20 Eloy & Tess Del Rosario St. Peter
20 JC & Chinkee San Juan ME Class 120
22 Val & Glo Bisquera Agnus Dei
22 Peping & Celia Echivaria Exodus
29 Apin & Chie Llamas Corinthians

Birthdays - First 10 days of  October
1 Gi Valencia Easter
2 Buboy Articulo ME Class 120
2 Becky Dizon Archangel Gabriel
2 Lyn Ebardo Francis
3 Rose Marigomen St. Peter
5 Chinkee San Juan ME Class 120
7 JC Labre ME Class 120
8 Ferdie Cruz Psalm 98
8 Akiko Guevara ME Class 121
8 Migs Zuluaga ME Class 118
9 Charito Dimayuga Sirach
9 Elmer Fajardo James, Brother of John
9 Leni Sanchez Tala
10 Frank Reyes Psalm 98

Wedding Anniversaries - First 10 days of October
5 Arlon & Mariflor Reyes ME Class 116
8 Ian & Jhune Vinas Tala


