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Our March Community Celebra-
tion was celebrated by Fr. Jose  

Quilongquilong, SJ, Doctor of Sacred The-
ology, and president of the Loyola School 
of Theology. The ComCel was preceded 
by a Lenten Recollection also given by Fr. 
Joe. He stirred everyone’s interest, delv-
ing into the Annunciation in the context of 
Lent. He began by requesting all to pause 
and step away from their concerns; to fo-
cus on the incarnation, allow it to touch our 
hearts, and deepen our love for God.

The annunciation, or the announce-
ment of the Christ’s incarnation by the an-
gel Gabriel to Mary (Luke 1:26-38), is the 
beginning of God’s merciful plan of salva-
tion. 

Using art to help us contemplate and 
have a deeper appreciation of God’s mer-
ciful plan of salvation, Fr. Joe projected the 
Annunciation, a painting by Fra Angelico 
(1395-1455). This version of the Annun-
ciation showed Adam and Eve leaving the 
Garden of Eden, losing the fullness of life 
of humanity because of original sin. Be-
hind them can be seen fruit-laden trees 
and flowering plants, much like Lent in 

The Annunciation (ca. 1450) by Fra Angelico
 (Guido di Pietro, 1395-1455)

spring, in a time of full-
ness. It sadly depicts 
the beauty they have left 
behind, what they have 
turned their backs to.

Original innocence 
was lost but this is al-
luded to as a Happy 
Fault of Adam. Why? 
Because it showed that 
God will never leave us 
orphans. From the time 
humanity turned away from God, He has 
already planned saving us. In the painting, 
at that very time Adam and Eve left Eden, 
is a ray of light emanating from God’s 
hands, and a dove (the Holy Spirit) going 
to Mary. Mary at that moment is contem-
plating, listening to and reflecting on the 
Word of God. Mary was open to what God 
has to say to her. The painting also gives 
the impression that Mary is separate from 
the rest, free from original sin.

Fr. Joe called attention to specific 
points that can be deduced from this vi-
sual art piece.

(Point 1) IMMEDIACY of God’s mer-
cy. His ray of light began reaching out to 
Mary at the very moment man committed 
original sin. A very loving God, He will nev-
er forsake His children.

(Point 2) FREEDOM. Mary had free-
dom or free will to accept or deny God’s 
Word. The ray of light stopped short of 
reaching the Virgin Mary. A sign that God 
gave Mary freedom to choose, and waited 
for Mary to respond. No pressure.

Mary, mirroring the prayerful gesture 
of the Angel who brought the Good News, 

Fr. Jose V.C. Quilongquilong, SJ, 
S.T.D., is the President of the Loyola 
School of Theology and Associate Profes-
sor of Spirituality.

Fr. Joe studied A.B. Sociology at Xavi-
er University (Ateneo de Cagayan) before 
joining the Society of Jesus. He completed 

formation in philosophy (Ateneo de Manila 
University), Bachelor in Sacred Theology 
and Master of Arts in Theology (Loyola 
School of Theology) before his ordination 
to the priesthood in 1993. He completed 
the Licentiate and Doctorate in Spiritual-
ity at the Pontifical Gregorian University, 
Rome.
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 Editorial

Tina A. Mossesgeld
Cana BCGG

We are an 
Easter
People

The joy of the Resurrection is that 
Jesus is alive and well, that God has raised 
him bodily from the dead, and that his 
resurrection will be ours. When you are 
given the grace to share in Jesus’ joy 
through the contemplation of the scenes of 
his resurrection, you can never despair, no 
matter what happens in your life, because 
you know in your bones that Jesus is risen 
and that you are one with him and will 
share in his resurrection.

From  Lenten Meditations: Growing in Friendship     
 with God   by William Barry, SJ

What does sharing in the joy of Christ’s Resurrection 
mean to each one of us?

In William Barry’s reflection, it means continuing to be hopeful no 
matter what happens in our life. No matter how difficult or painful the 
situation we are in, we are strengthened in the knowledge that if we 
share in the passion and death of our Lord, we also share in his victory 
over death. 

This brings to mind a Scripture passage from 2 Corinthians: “We 
are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to 
despair; persecuted but not forsaken; struck down but not destroyed; 
always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus 
may also be made visible in our bodies.”

There are many examples of strength, unwavering hope and deep 
faith in spite of difficult circumstances in our own families and circle of 
friends.

The niece who was diagnosed with cancer of the lymph nodes but 
never lost her good disposition so much so that she would be asked by 
her oncologist to talk to his other cancer-stricken patients who seemed 
to have lost the zest for life.

A retired female executive tirelessly cares for her husband who 
is suffering from the debilitating effects of a stroke complicated by 
diabetes. She is unfazed by the daily routine of massaging her “difficult” 
patient-husband, monitoring his medication and diet, and coping with 
various emergencies. While her husband’s progress is slow or if it seems 
like two-steps forward and one-step backward, she continues to be 
undefeated and hopeful. 

A newly-widowed friend, still grieving the sudden death of her 
“husband and boy friend of forty plus years” due to a brain aneurysm, 
is still able to feel gratitude for God’s goodness in the people who came 
to console and help her.

Another friend of many years celebrates and thanks God for every 
small step of recovery of his wife from a stroke she suffered two years 
ago. With great faith and hope, he remains completely positive that, 
one day, his wife will recover completely. He has said that he never 
realized how much he loved his wife until she suffered the stroke and 
he started to take care of her. Their family has become so much closer 
because of the illness. 

A middle-aged wife is able to pick up the pieces of her life after her 
husband left her. She says it is a difficult life to be alone and to earn a 
living to support herself and her children but she discovers that with 
God’s grace she has survived and made a good and rewarding life for 
herself.

Filipinos in general are unfazed by trials that may come their way in 
their personal lives, whether these are caused by man-made calamities, 
natural disasters, life circumstances, extreme poverty or even a 
prolonged dictatorship. In fact, we can be called “the Easter People,” to 
borrow a phrase from a spiritual writer. Somehow, or as expressed in 
Pilipino, “kahit papano,” we are able to face our passions, go through 

Continued on page 13
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 Council Corner

In the past two years, we have 
been blessed to serve as a couple in 
the Outreach Ministry of Magis Deo. 
Organizing and participating in the 
Suyuans gave us opportunities to learn 
from couples from poor communities and 
discover that every time you put God in 
the center of your married and family 
life, love, hope and joy find their way to 
your home. Our son Enzo has joined us 
in some of the Suyuans and helped in 
his small and makulit ways like with the 
registration, making name tags, serving 
merienda, and even playing in the streets 
with the participants’ children. Then, 
we realize, outreach activities can be a 
wonderful playground for children, Magis 
Deo children, to experience God. In one 
of our meetings last year with Tito Ted 
and Tita Susan Concepcion, they shared 
the idea of involving the Youth in our 
Outreach activities. And we said, “Why 
not?” 

And so our new Magis Deo adventure 
began this year as head of the Youth 
Ministry. 

We asked for advice from past Youth 
Ministry heads, sought the help of Magis 
Deo parents and youth members on what 
would be interesting and fun activities. 
However, we also thought that we 
needed to go beyond fun activities and 
think about the purpose of Magis Deo 

and the experience we want to create 
for the youth. So we decided to that the 
Youth activities should focus on values 
and spiritual formation, and outreach. 
We also want the youth to discover their 
talents and how to use them in caring 
for others and serving God. Imagine your 
children preparing meals for Suyuan 
participants, teaching Math to poor 
children or playing patintero with them in 
the street J.

“Ano ba ang age limit ng youth?” 
Good question J.

We looked at the ages of the youth 
members (children, grandchildren and 
great grandchildren) of the Magis Deo 
members and realized that we have those 
who love Barney the Dinosaur (below 
10 years old), those who love to dance 
to the music of Bruno Mars (teens), and 
those who can already save money to 
watch the concert of Bruno Mars (older 
teens to young professionals). We had 
to make sure that each youth will find 
his or her own place and experience 
God during community celebrations, 
outreach activities and spiritual formation 
(recollections/retreats). We also sought 
the help of CeFam’s Life Directions to 
create meaningful formation experiences 
for our older teens and young 
professionals through short talks and 
retreats.

“To you young people I especially 
entrust the task of restoring solidarity 
to the heart of human culture. Faced 
with old and new forms of poverty – 
unemployment, migration and addictions 
of various kinds – we have the duty to 
be alert and thoughtful, avoiding the 
temptation to remain indifferent. We 
have to remember all those who feel 
unloved, who have no hope for the future 
and who have given up on life out of 
discouragement, disappointment or fear. 
We have to learn to be on the side of the 
poor, and not just indulge in rhetoric 
about the poor! Let us go out to meet 
them, look into their eyes and listen to 
them. The poor provide us with a concrete 
opportunity to encounter Christ himself, 
and to touch his suffering flesh.”   

  Pope Francis
  World Youth Day 2014

Following the message of Pope 
Francis to the youth, let’s help the Magis 
Deo Youth be amazing instruments of 
God’s love to their families, friends and 
community.

Barney, Bruno Mars and Magis

Jojo & Rhea Gaddi
Council

Prodigal 102 BCGG
Youth Ministry
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The power
of

compassion
13 March 2016

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

Three qualities of the person 
of Christ come out strongly in 
today’s Gospel incident: His 
wisdom, justice, and com-

passion (Jn. 8:1-11). The clever scribes 
and Pharisees brought before Him a 
woman who was caught as an adulteress. 
They wanted to catch Him one way or the 
other, so they asked Him: “What should 
we do with her?” If He would say, “Follow 
the law and have her stoned to death,” 
He would lose his being known as a 
merciful miracle worker and the people’s 
respect for Him. On the other hand, if He 
told them to let her go, they would charge 
him with violating the law and accept due 
punishment. Jesus continued to write 
on the ground and replied: “Let the one 
among you who is without sin be the first 

to throw a stone at her.” Quietly, they 
left Him one by one. Only the adulter-
ous woman was left in front of Him. With 
His heart of compassion, Jesus forgave 
her and told her not to commit adultery 
again in the future. The spiritual author W. 
Maestri adds: “In the presence of forgiv-
ing love, she can start anew. The power 
of Jesus’ love affirms the worth of this 
woman. She comes to realize that she 
is lovable and capable of avoiding sin.”

Jesus’ mercy is endless. As Pope 
Francis says: “He does not want anyone 
to be lost. His mercy is infinitely greater 
than our sins, his medicine is infinitely 
stronger than our illnesses that he has to 
heal.” (From: The Name of God is Mercy). 
Let me connect this with the reality that 
God is not up, up there in heaven, and 
we are down, down here on Earth. So 

that to be closer to God means to climb 
up the spiritual ladder, one step at a 
time. Spiritual upness, as Matthew Fox 
describes it. He further explains that 
this is not the reality at all, and I defi-
nitely agree with him. He describes God 
as being down, down here, among us. 
Amongness, not upness. God is within 
each one of us and all around us. This, 
then, is the creation-centered spiritual-
ity that we are giving our efforts to live 
in our lives and to share with others. 
The omnipresence of God in all of His 
creation. God is in all and all is in God.

You can imagine what difference it 
can make if we all learn to live by this 
reality, starting from every married couple, 
between husband and wife. The ego of 
each one is set aside and the presence 
of God takes over. This can move on, 
between parents and children, between 
families and communities, and among na-
tions. Love, justice, mercy, compassion, 
and peace will reign, and not egoism, 
materialism, divisions, violence, and war.

Again, let me quote Pope Francis: 
“By welcoming a marginalized person 
whose body is wounded and by welcom-
ing a sinner whose soul is wounded, we 
put our credibility as Christians on the 
line... Let us always remember the words 
of Saint John of the Cross: ‘In the evening 
of life, we will be judged on love alone.’”

There is indeed hope as we look 
forward in our lives, both as individuals 
and as a nation. Just several weeks ago, 
we celebrated the 30th anniversary of 
our People Power Revolution at EDSA, 
February 1986. Without any doubt, it 
was no less than a God-led non-violent 
revolution of our people to free us from 
decades of the martial law regime.

It is with profound gratitude to God 
that we Jesuits were among the many, 
many fellow-Filipinos who were there to 
bring back our democracy and God-given 
dignity as His people. Although I have 
already expressed this in my column 
many years ago, allow me to repeat some 
portions of it for the sake of our young 
generations, who were too young at the 
time to be actively involved. However, 
there were many parents who risked in 
bringing their small children with them.

The passive endurance of our people 
during the 20 years of dictatorship turned 

into active, fearless endurance, starting 
with the guarding of the ballot boxes after 
the February 7 elections and the human 
barricades during the revolution. I can re-
call my trips and hours of vigil at the mu-
nicipio of Makati, where I saw and talked 
with people who were there for three days 
and three nights watching the ballot box-
es. They were being fed, by relatives and 
friends, but they were there, just there, 
keeping vigil. When it comes to a contest 
in tiis, it’s very hard to beat the typical 
Filipino, because he/she is used to it.

And so it is with mercy and compas-
sion. There at EDSA 1986, no one got 
hungry, food was shared with whoever 
needed it. Those who had, shared with 
those who did not have. Food centers, 
for free, were located at various places. 
EDSA became one huge, Eucharistic 
table of the Lord, and with Him, we broke 
bread with one another in brotherhood.

On the second night of the revolu-
tion, I remember a poor woman ap-
proaching me. She was alone, and 
was in her last stage of pregnancy. She 
could hardly carry her big plastic bag full 
of sandwiches. Naka tsinelas at hindi 
magkanda-ugaga. “Saan ko po ba maar-
ing ibigay ang mga sandwiches na ito? 
Gusto ko po lamang makatulong, kahit 
na papaano.” I felt a lump in my throat 
as I took the bag and assured her that I 
would take it to the nearest food center, 
while she hurried home because she 
felt her delivery was fast approaching.

We won the non-violent revolu-
tion. Salamat, Panginoon, Salamat!



6 Magis

ME Class 122 – Couples

“A love offering is not just about giv-
ing what you have; it’s about sharing who 
you are.”

Fr. James Gascon said this in his 
homily during the Magis Deo community 
celebration in January. 

This desire to be persons for others 
was actually what caused our paths to 

The Magis Deo Community held 
the Marriage Encounter Weekend for ME 
Class 122 at St. Scholastica’s Center of 
Spirituality in Tagaytay last March 18-20, 
2016.

We were blessed with 18 couples. 13 
Religious, 5 seminarians, and 9 lay. Mem-
bers of the sponsoring classes (ME Class-
es 119 and 120) share their experience as 
auxiliaries at this weekend.

Marriage Encounter Weekend: ME Class 122

Mark & Cathy
Maulit

cross 25 years ago and eventually led us 
to a lifetime commitment to each other.

And we quite readily understood that 
they were meant to encourage us to par-
ticipate generously in the community ac-
tivities.

Three weeks before the weekend, 
Mark got a call for deployment to the Fiji 
Islands to participate in the Cyclone Win-
ston emergency response operations 
there. We suddenly had to pray over two 
decisions:

1. Whether or not Mark would agree 
to the foreign assignment and

2. Whether or not Cathy would still 
act as auxie for the weekend 
alone.

It was short of heart-wrenching but we 
said “yes” to both questions. And saying 
“yes” brought about an inexplicable peace 
for both of us.

Preparations for the weekend pro-
ceeded smoothly. We discovered a new 
support group in the auxie team and the 
team couples. It was an opportunity for 
friendships founded on shared stories 
to deepen through shared work towards 

common goals. It was also an opportunity 
to harness “prayer presence” since Mark 
could only participate in spirit from a differ-
ent time zone.

Most importantly we discovered the 
length and breadth of couple power. It 
could span the Pacific Ocean after all. 
And we look forward to greater miracles 
worked by the Spirit through it.

JC & Chinkee
San Juan

Sponsoring an ME Weekend was an 
overwhelming experience, serving as one 
of the auxies to 64 participants. It gave us 
mixed feelings – excited and thrilled, but 
anxious and nervous at the same time.

At first, JC and I had doubts if we 
could survive the ME Weekend and pull 
it off. However, during our preparations, 
we realized how dedicated and committed 
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ME Class 122 – Religious, Seminarians, Lay

We gained new couple friends. 
There was a lot of work but we did not feel 
the fatigue. We didn’t have much sleep 
but there was a lot of energy to keep us 
going. That can only be the work of the 
Holy Spirit.

During the renewal of vows, we saw 
the couples looking at each other lovingly. 
We realized that all our efforts to organize 
the MEW led to this meaningful encounter 
between husband and wife. Their loving 
gaze at each other made our efforts worth 
it. God needs communities like Magis Deo 
to help couples strengthen their “couple-
ness.”

each and every one is to be of service to 
the community and to God. It entailed hard 
work and sacrifice. All of us really devoted 
our time and effort to memorize and prac-
tice the action songs, to make sure all the 
nitty-gritty are taken care of, and to under-
stand and keep in our hearts and minds 
the flow of activities. Everyone did his/her 
job well, even going beyond our assigned 
tasks and duties. 

We were really so privileged and 
blessed to be part of this amazing and 
wonderful experience. With our fellow aux-
ies’ help and cooperation, the support of 
our shepherds and ME Ministry Head, and 
of course, with God’s grace and guidance, 
we were able to carry out our mission suc-
cessfully. Words are not enough to explain 
the sense of fulfillment we feel – working 
for the Lord and inspiring other couples to 
take up the challenge to share and give 
back the graces and blessings they have 
received.

Indeed, not everyone is given the op-
portunity to work in the Lord’s vineyard. 
“Many were called, but only few were cho-
sen.” We’re glad and we don’t have any 
regrets we heeded the call.

Marriage Encounter Weekend: ME Class 122

As auxies for this Marriage Encoun-
ter Weekend, I feel kind of tired and anx-
ious, but at the same time have a sense of 
fulfillment that we are able to do what we 
promised God last year, that we will share 
our ME experience with others. A greater 
feeling of love and happiness is what we 
are feeling right now, being part of this.

I feel that God is telling us to go on 
and continue our journey of service for Him 
along with the group as much as we can. 
And I feel like He is going to be with us all 
throughout to guide us and inspire us to 
keep going.

Rodel & Eden
Acosta

Doc & Cat
Geslani
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Auxiliaries

ME Class 
119

ME Class 
120

Rodel & Eden Acosta
John & Claire Cambas
Noel & Nherie Gascon
Doc & Cat Geslani
Mark & Cathy Maulit
Ronald & Joan Ong
JC & Chinkee San Juan

Marriage Encounter Weekend: ME Class 122

This is it! The day we have been an-
ticipating had come: March 18, 2016. This 
was Day 1 of our being auxiliaries for ME 
Class 122. It was a fair and windy Friday 
morning when we arrived at St. Scholas-
tica’s Center of Spirituality in Tagaytay. 
As a couple, we felt so scared and tense 
because we didn’t really know what would 
happen, and the fact that the Spiritual Di-
rector is my own brother (this is the hardest 
part) just stressed me more. Eventually, 
the weekend passed without any major in-
cident and we successfully ended this ME 
Weekend with more than 80 people in at-
tendance. What a great experience!

As a couple, we would like to share 
two things we learned from this event:

1) TRUST in HIM no matter what your 
worries and difficulties are. We just put 
our Lord in charge of everything, and the 
weekend became uneventful.

2) Working with joy makes the job eas-
ier. Believing and supporting each auxiliary 
couple in their assigned tasks allowed all 
of us to successfully complete our job and 
responsibilities ahead of time. 

After the 3-day event, we truly felt great 
knowing that we had shared with the par-
ticipant couples (and singles) the blessings 
we received during our own ME Weekend. 
This is only the beginning of our journey as 
couples for the Apostolic Mission that God 
gave us. It was really a weekend filled with 
satisfaction and fulfillment. See you in the 
next chapter of another weekend of ten-
sion and excitement.

Noel & Nherie
Gascon

ME Class 122 Couples, Auxiliaries, Ecclesial Team (Fr. James Gascon, SJ, 
Josie Llamas, Cesar & Marivic Pareja, Rufo & Louren Dacanay)

Teach us that the Cross is the way to the Resurrection. Teach us that Good Friday is 
the road to an Easter of light; teach us that God never forgets a single one of his children 
and never tires of forgiving us and of embracing us with his infinite mercy. Teach us, also, 
to never tire of asking for forgiveness, of believing in the boundless mercy of the Father. 

– Pope Francis, Address, Good Friday, 03 April 2015
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 Prose and Poetry
Chacho Angeles, Thessalonians BCGG

wake, arise and make haste
For it is joyful Easter.
Put on your belt, your shoes,
For we have a lot to do.
We will go to church,
And watch the Salubong.
We will paint the eggs 
And scatter and hide them
For the kids to hunt.
We will work and prepare 
For our sumptuous Easter meal.
Hmmm…  in this delicious meal, 
I am missing some ingredients.

After all the soul-searching,
The pain of shedding off
My old sinful skin, 
Promising to change,
After the gravitas of the 
Passion and death of Christ,
This is a welcome joy, a celebration
Of love, salvation and hope.

I have tried to see through
The meaning of these rituals,
And I always find something
Of depth and meaning, with which
I can connect. But my wiring seems
All messed up and confused.
I also find loneliness, alienation,
A disconnect that pushes my heart
To rebellious and neurotic lows.

This experience I can trace
To a perplexing sense of absence
Of the recognition of a sinfulness
That goes beyond myself, which
A feeling of helplessness abets.
The structures that govern us
Seem to lack the loving response 
To Your teaching: 
To show our love for You
We love our neighbors as ourselves.
Which on my own, I try to do.

But in my larger community, 
There is a corruption of the spirit
That appears to be the norm;
The concentration of benefits,
In the hands of a few, trickling down
In so miniscule amounts, a theft;
And now the circus called elections,
We hear all the promises made,
And see the flaunting of the laws 
Just to win; mostly lies and cheating;
The focus of society on that
Which glitters and shines,
On the rich and the famous 
The winners and the beautiful;
The glorification of the self,
New Baals, in Your stead.

I can only cry, but I must also try.
Not too far to stray, I must always pray.
That I may cope, so I will hope.
And with all these, I shall rejoice,
Knowing this is for us, Your choice,
And knowing that only with You
Shall come Redemption.

Hopeful 
Easter

A
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During our quarterly all hands meet-
ings, 4 to 5 managers speak and provide 
updates on our performance and of the 
business. I get to speak last and I show 
a couple of slides about the big picture of 
our business and market situation that will 
somehow inspire them to either stay with 
the company long term or, better still, to 
continue to be committed and execute the 
job and their daily tasks with quality and 
precision. It’s been like this for as long as 
I have been working as a GM in my life, 
even before my current employer. 

 One day last year, I just realized 
that while I may have inspired people and 
perhaps made a difference in their perfor-
mance and attitudes at work, I really did 
not do much for people in their personal 
life. I thought that I, the GM, was a non-
factor and had zero influence in what re-
ally mattered to them in their personal life. 

______________

So, I spoke to my managers about 
it and they were very respectful in saying 
that I do, and that’s just how things should 
be. I argued that if we were to be consis-
tent with my philosophy of “happy people, 
excellent employees,” then I needed to 
be more personal with them during these 
quarterly communications meetings by 
talking about something else, about 
something that really mattered to their life 
outside of the work place.

 Then, one morning as I was relax-
ing and reading during one of our week-

Rey Mella, Cana BCGG
 Spiritual Tidbits and Humor

Continued on page 11

end sojourns in Tagaytay, an idea, an in-
spiration hit me. I said to myself, if money 
mattered to me, and if I was planning my 
financials, why was I not talking to my op-
erators and teaching them about money. 
Actually, I now realize that God spoke to 
me that day through the Holy Spirit and in-
spired me to take care of my flock.

______________

 Fast forward, several months later, 
I taught personal money and financial 
management in November during our 4th 
quarter meetings. In all four sessions, I 
presented 15 to 20 Powerpoint slides and 
taught people the fundamentals of money. 
I copied and borrowed some concepts 
and approaches from various books, from 
my previous readings, from my personal 
practices and also from Randell Tiongson, 
a registered financial planner and noted 
author and speaker on life and personal 
finance. (Upon the invitation of Benz and 
Vina Dimanalata, Randell spoke to some 
of the Magis community elders and lead-
ers about money management in April of 
last year.)

 Last February, we had our first quar-
ter all hands meetings, and I again taught. 
This time, I talked about goals and goal 
setting. I am now preparing for next quar-
ter’s teaching in May – this time on per-
sonal productivity.

______________

Psalm 32:8  –  I will instruct you and 
teach you in the way you should go; I will 
counsel you with my eye upon you.

______________

Being an inspiration to people is not 
a simple task. In my work, the leaders are 
required “to create a motivating and inspir-
ing environment.” This is a specific item in 
our corporate-wide engagement survey. 
And the one question that is not easy to 
answer is, How does one create a motivat-
ing and inspiring atmosphere?

 Reflecting on this question led me 
to the life of Jesus. How did Jesus create 
such a huge following during His time? Be-
yond His being God, it must have been be-
cause of the aura He created, His strong 
presence, His positive attitude, His attitude 
towards people especially towards those 
who were despised and outcasts of soci-
ety. It must have been the way He spoke 
and communicated. It must have been His 
sense of justice and fair play. Jesus must 
have had a very high emotional quotient 
(EQ), the ability to empathize and to feel 
for people. These traits create a very posi-
tive and inspiring atmosphere that move 
people to do things beyond their simple 
capabilities. 

 So, the question now boils down to: 
How does one emulate Jesus? How do I 
copy Jesus?

______________

Good, better, best. Never let it rest. 
‘Til your good is better and your better is 
best. 

– St. Jerome
______________

Without prayer, without the Holy 
Spirit, it is just impossible to be inspired. 
Without me being personally inspired, 
there is no way I can inspire people. 

Without me being prepared, doing 
my homework, doing my own readings, 
learning on my own, there is nothing I can 

Being inspired and 
inspiring people
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Being inspired...
Continued from page 10

 Musical Notes

Bert Castro
Psalm 98 BCGG

My confidence in God 
and in prayer

share. More so, if I have nothing inside 
me, there is nothing I can share. I cannot 
give what I don’t have.

That is why before I speak to my team, 
I have to pray and I always ask the Holy 
Spirit to get inside me so I have the proper 
disposition and even the words to say.

______________

“Our deepest fear is not that we 
are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that 
we are powerful beyond measure. It is our 
light, not our darkness that most fright-
ens us. We ask ourselves, Who am I to 
be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabulous? 
Actually, who are you not to be? You are a 
child of God. Your playing small does not 
serve the world. There is nothing enlight-
ened about shrinking so that other people 
won’t feel insecure around you. We are all 
meant to shine, as children do. We were 
born to make manifest the glory of God 
that is within us. It’s not just in some of 
us; it’s in everyone. And as we let our own 
light shine, we unconsciously give other 

people permission to do the same. As we 
are liberated from our own fear, our pres-
ence automatically liberates others.”

– From A Return to Love
by Marianne Williamson

______________

A woman is in coma in a hospital and 
about to die. She goes up and meets with 
God. She asks God if she is dead. God 
says, No, you have another 30 years to 
live.

The woman wakes up from her coma, 
eventually gets discharged from the hos-
pital.

As soon as she got of the hospital, 
she is so happy, she decides to celebrate 
and really give it all. She gets a face lift 
and a liposuction; goes to a salon, gets a 
haircut, make-up, and all the works. Then, 
when she crosses the street after the job 
is done, she gets hit by a truck, dies on 
the spot.

 She meets with God and asks Him: 
“I thought you said I had another 30 years 
to live?”

 God says: “Was that you? I didn’t rec-
ognize you!”

______________

Psalm 27:1 – The Lord is my light 
and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The 
Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom 
shall I be afraid?

______________

“Ask and it shall be given you; seek 
and you shall find; knock and it shall be 
opened to you. For everyone who asks, 
receives; and he who seeks, finds; and 
to him who knocks, it shall be opened. Or 
what man is there among you, who, if his 
son asks him for a loaf, will hand him a 
stone; or if he asks for a fish, will hand him 
a serpent? Therefore if you, evil as you 
are, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father 
in heaven give good things to those who 
ask him!”

Why dost thou see the speck… When 
I am obliged to make a correction, I first 
ask myself: Have I never committed the 

same fault? I had reproof and should be 
moved not by anger, but by mercy. Let us 
treat others as we would like to be treated, 
without hurting anyone, and do good.

“No man can serve two masters; for 
either he will hate one and love the other, 
or he will stand by one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and mam-
mon.” Do not be anxious... I am forbidden 
to be anxious with regard to my food, since 
it is with sweat that I must gain my live-
lihood. It is therefore necessary to work, 
but not to be solely preoccupied by it. Is 
not the life a greater thing than the food? If 
God had not wanted to preserve the crea-
tures which exist, He would not have cre-

ated them. Hence He does not want the 
hope I have with regard to resurrection, 
to stop at the material preoccupations for 
food, drink and  clothing; I do not want to 
offend Him by believing He is incapable of 
granting me these things, when in fact he 
renders my very body and soul. I should 
be laborious without concern, be economi-
cal without being niggardly; and do what I 
can and my Divine Providence will do the 
rest. I have confidence in my God!
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We are an Easter People
Continued from page 2

many dyings to self and come out better, 
stronger, renewed persons from the 
experience.

On a national and international 
scale, as we witness evil inflicted by 
human beings on other human beings 
and the suffering of innocent people, 
it is more difficult to be hopeful and to 
believe that Jesus is truly risen and that 
good will triumph in the end. We feel 
helpless and discouraged or, as Cardinal 
Tagle says, we are tempted to be cynical 
and pessimistic. 

humbly accepts and replies, “I am 
the handmaid of the Lord. Be it done 
unto me according to Thy Word.” And 
the Word was made flesh. Only upon 
Mary’s free acceptance did everything 
materialize.

Fra Angelico also depicts God’s 
shadow or presence in the painting: a 
sculptured face on the Corinthian pillar 
between the dove and Mary.

(Point 3) FAITHFUL SERVICE. 
Mary then put herself into full service 
of what she accepted in complete trust 
and faithfulness to God. 

Never has any Biblical Art clearly 
elicited God’s love and mercy. With 
his mastery of the paintbrush, Fra 
Angelico was able to illustrate and 
communicate God’s full and never 
ending love for us.  He made several 
paintings of the same depicted scene. 
Some of these paintings show only 
portions of the original; other paintings 
were tweaked a bit to conform to what 
was needed at that time. It was Fra 
Angelico’s way of tweeting the Good 
News to all!

A famous version of the An-
nunciation is in the north corridor of 
the San Marco Convent in Florence 

Lenten 
Recollection
Continued from p. 1

(painted circa 1450); another in Cor-
tona (ca.1443); another in Prado 
(also ca.1443), all intended to help in 
community contemplation and private 
meditation.

Perhaps the idea of painting the 
Annunciation came to Fra Angelico, 
much like Mary, during a silent time 
alone with God. A time when he was 
open and listening as to what service 
God wanted him to use his talent for. 
The painting was done at a point in 
history when there was no available 
technology to easily disseminate 
God’s loving plan for us. The Annun-
ciation painting crosses language 
barriers and intellect. It talks directly 
to the heart, much as how God talk-
ed with Fra Angelico and Mary. The 
painting makes very clear the mes-
sage of IMMEDIACY of GOD’s SAL-
VIFIC PLAN through the COOPERA-
TION of Mary, who listened to God’s 
word, who FREELY CHOSE the good 
that God desires for us, and subse-
quently gave full, faithful SERVICE to 
what she committed to.

May our gratitude for God’s mer-
cy be expressed in our openness to 
His words and in faithfully doing His 
will through humble service so we 
can be fruitful servants of His salvific 
plan. Thank you for your love and 
mercy, oh Lord!

Leslie B. Gatchalian
Psalm 98 BCGG

The coming national elections 
provide an opportunity for us to be truly 
a nation of Easter people. Let us continue 
to believe that our vote counts. And in 
deciding who can truly lead us at this 
time, let us take the time to listen to the 
Spirit. Let us rise above traditional ways of 
voting out of regional or family alliances 
or attraction to certain personalities. Let 
us remember and put into action the 
hope that the risen Christ brings to our 
country.
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Youth Ministry Calendar  
April – June 2016 

Date Activity Location Organizer 

April 16  
Saturday 
 

Art Camp: Tie-Dye Shirt Making  
Session Fee: PhP 500 per person (includes instructor’s fees, dye materials 
and snacks. Kids bring their shirt). 
 

Magis Deo 
Office 
(tentative) 

Youth 
 

April 24 
Sunday 
8am-1pm 

Outreach: Antipolo Mission Area – Suyuan  
Youth Activity: Meal preparation for participants 

Antipolo Agnus Dei 
Prodigal 102 
Youth 

May 7 
Saturday 

Community Celebration 
Sponsor: Youth Ministry 
 

Lay Force Youth 

May 21-22 
Sat-Sun 
 

Youth Discovery Camp (13-21 years old) 
(2-Day Live-in activity) 
 

TBA Youth 
 

June 4  
Saturday 

Community Celebration 
Formation Circle for Youth (4:30pm-6pm) 
 

Lay Force Youth 
 

June (TBA) Outreach: Suyuan (tentative) 
Youth Activity: Story-telling & Book Donation for Suyuan kids 
 

TBA Youth & 
Outreach 
Ministry 

June 17-19 
Fri-Sun 
 

Life’s Directions Retreat  
(Older Teens & Young Professionals) 
3-Day Live-in Retreat, SD Fr. Ted Gonzales, SJ 
Retreat Fee: PhP 3,500 per person 

Karis House, 
Tagaytay 

Life’s 
Directions, 
CEFAM  

While their parents 
were attending the 
March 5 Lenten Recol-
lection, the Magis 
Youth had several 
short film showings: 
1st film - Brave - learn-
ing about importance 
of family, and being 
brave to say sorry and 
make things better; 
2nd film - Stations of 
the Cross for Kids; 3rd 
film - The Easter Story. 
A coloring session (of 
the Stations of the 
Cross) followed, with 
the small and big kids 
participating. The kids 
helped collate the col-
oring sheets (good job 
CK, Kylie and Raena); 
and thank you to our 
pastry chef, Ria Maulit, 
for making the yummy 
macaroons!

– Youth Ministry
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We owe it to God to take the 
coming election conscien-
tiously, very seriously.

The gift of free choice, next to the gift 
of life, is perhaps God’s most important gift 
to us human beings. To make sure we use 
this freedom to choose in a manner that is 
faithful to God’s plan, He gave us both a 
WILL and INTELLECT.

The WILL always inspires us to seek 
for anything and everything that is GOOD. 
The INTELLECT always leads us to all 
that are TRUE. Since the combination of 
what is GOOD and what is TRUE is called 
EXCELLENCE, then God is calling us to 
make an excellent choice this coming elec-
tion, a perfect choice, if you will.

And so, after our pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land last December, we as a couple 

The God-centered approach 
in choosing our leaders this 

coming election

did a lot of reflection and contemplation as 
Ignatian couples of the Magis Deo Com-
munity. As a result, the Holy Spirit led us 
to come up with a HEXAGON as our crite-
ria for choosing our President, Vice Presi-
dent, Senators and other officials, namely:

1)  Character,
2)  Competence,
3)  Family Life,
4)  Track Record,
5)  Platform, and
6)  Stand on Vital Issues 

Each criterion was given a maximum 
rating of 150, multiplied by 6 (for a maxi-
mum of 900), plus 100 for health status. 
And so, each of the six candidates for 

President is evaluated and compared with 
the others. This, to our mind, is what God 
wants us to do. 

The details of these criteria shall be 
explained on 02 April 2016 at the Magis 
Deo Community Celebration. This has al-
ready been presented to 7 universities, to 
several companies, and many organiza-
tions. This is our way of giving back the 
gift of God to us.

The mother of a close family friend 
passed away, joining her husband who 
went ahead 3 years ago. She left in the 
most quiet way, in her sleep. Tita Becky 
was a month shy of 80 years. ‘Twas unex-
pected because she and my mom played 
mahjong just the night before. But I guess 
it was her time.

At the wake were her family. All her 7 
children were my childhood friends. Their 
eldest Alvin was my contemporary; we are 
the same age. It had been 3 years since 
we got together. Seeing each other again 
under this circumstance was certainly not 
what we hoped for. But that’s life.

Alvin and I reminisced our good old 
days with so much gusto that the other 
visitors noticed our quite loud voices. We 
couldn’t help it. 

Our youthful days were full of adven-
tures and gimmicks. From bell-bottoms to 
double knits, from Bang Bang to Faded 
Glory, from Beatles to Hotdog, from bas-
ketball to parties, from crushes to steadies, 

from movies to massage parlors, from 
karera to jai alai, from teenage blues to 
what-have-you’s.

A lot of laughter
A lot of jeers
A lot of heartaches
A lot of tears.
All these we shared 
While growing up
All these etched in our
Young and restless hearts.

Pardon me if I get a bit nostalgic, but 
the late 60s and 70s for us were full of 
magic. We were in the midst of what that 
terrific era could offer. 

I admit my eyes get misty remember-
ing the happenings of yore, perhaps the 
joy I felt then is still embedded in my core.

Josephus & Emma Jimenez
Cana BCGG

The way 
we were

Leo Soliman
Corinthians BCGG
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Calendar of Activities:  April - June 2016
April Venue Contacts / Sponsors
02 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Central Sector, Marriage Encounter
 “Philippine Election” Guadalupe, Makati City Ministry, Corinthians BCGG,
   3rd Floor, Multipurpose Hall Sirach BCGG
02 Sat Alternate Shepherds’ Assembly San Carlos Lay Formation Center Louren Dacanay 0917-810-0308
 2pm - 4pm 3rd Floor, Multipurpose Hall
02 Sat Prayer Workshop San Carlos Lay Formation Center Magis Deo 426-7191
 By: Djarn Pestaño    1pm - 4pm Auditorium-1, 2nd Floor
09 Sat Magis Deo Summer Vacation La Resio Residential Resort, Laguna Leony Parada 0917-900-0716
    Rico Lim 0925-8803095/0917-5331677
15-17 Spiritual-Deepening Retreat (SDR) Holy Spirit Retreat House Elyn Aracid 0929-545-4849
 SD: Fr. Ted Gonzales, SJ F. Sotto St., BF Homes, QC
16 Sat Council Meeting      Host: Valencia Magis Office, 2/F Annex, RMT-CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
17 or 24 Outreach Activities for Youth Antipolo Mission Area Rhea Gaddi 0917-855-7376
 Meal preparation and feeding program for
 Antipolo Suyuan Reunion
30-May 1  REACH Seminar   8am - 6pm Magis Office, 2/F Annex, RMT-CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
 Facilitator: Bicbic Medez     P2,500/couple
May
07 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center South Sector, Youth Ministry,
 “Youth” Guadalupe, Makati City Francis BCGG, 
   3rd Floor, Multipurpose Hall Genesis of David BCGG
14 Sat Shepherding Forum Magis Office, 2/F Annex, RMT CeFam Bldg. Elyn Aracid 0929-545-4849
19 Thu Council Meeting      Host: Concepcion Magis Office, 2/F Annex, RMT-CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
21-22 Summer Youth Camp La Resio Residential Resort, Laguna Rhea Gaddi 0917-855-7376
June
04 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center North Sector, Formation Ministry
 “Shepherding” 3rd Floor, Multipurpose Hall Exodus BCGG, Magnificat BCGG
18 Sat Council & Ministry Heads Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, RMT-CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
25 Sat Fund Raising: Movie block screening:  Glorietta 3 Rico Lim 0925-8803095/0917-5331677
 “Independence Day 2” 

April Birthday Celebrants
1 Percy Castañarez Agnus Dei
1 Lyza Orboc ME Class 121
2 Tony Del Rosario James, Brother of John
3 Eugene Araullo Transfiguration
6 Ryan Syjuco ME Class 118
6 Floyd Tamera ME Class 116
10 Cathy Maulit ME Class 119
11 Malou Apo Exodus
11 Dina Valdes Archangel Gabriel
12 Ed Castillo Cana
14 John Boren Agnus Dei
14 Rudy Ebardo Francis
15 Butch Vargas Easter
17 Randy Rivera Song of Ruth
21 Monchito Mossesgeld Cana
21 Marissa Serrano Genesis of David
22 Beth Vargas Agnus Dei
23 Gay Cruz Psalm 46-Samaritans
23 Joe Serranilla Mustard Seed
24 John Ronquillo James, Brother of John
25 Paul Marigomen St. Peter
27 Emma Punzalan Sirach
28 Marilyn Soliman Corinthians
29 Ai Palete Prodigal 102
30 Lito Quimel Exodus

April Wedding Anniversaries
3 Levy & Del Domingo Song of Ruth
5 Edwin & Jes Gumila Easter
7 Manny & Leslie Gatchalian Psalm 98
8 Ian & Elaine Serranilla ME Class 114
12 Art & Grace Santos Thessalonians
23 Henry & Gay Cruz Psalm 46-Samaritans
23 Fred & Cora De Guzman Agnus Dei
24 Regie & Daisy De Guzman Corinthians
24 Simon & Rina Villalon ME Class 118
25 Petrik & Yas Punzalan Easter
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26 Harry & Helen Chua Sirach
Birthdays - First 10 days of  May

1 Mon Go Psalm 98
1 Mia Parada Psalm 46-Samaritans
2 Fely Redual Francis
3 Vic Hurna Mustard Seed
3 Bry Jardiolin ME Class 119
3 Steph Martinez Song of Ruth
4 Maricel Suarez Tala
5 Lito Naldo Psalm 46-Samaritans
6 Pachot Abapo Francis
7 Cora Ona Archangel Gabriel
8 Vina Dimanalata Francis
9 Jonnie Tabilog James, Brother of John
10 Jon Cobico Thessalonians
10 Ricky Sun Archangel Gabriel

Wedding Anniversaries - First 10 days of May
1 Gene & Eve Bañez Agnus Dei
1 Bong+ & Emma Punzalan Sirach
2 Leo & Marilyn Soliman Corinthians
3 Arnel & Bernie Isip Corinthians
5 Boy & Merl Cruz James, Brother of John
5 Franco & Tippi Reyes Archangel Gabriel
7 Lito & Anne Naldo Psalm 46-Samaritans


