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Magis Deo Community Opens the 
Year with a Community Celebration 

with the Theme “Year of Mercy” 

The community started the year with 
the first community celebration at San 
Carlos Lay Force with Msgr. Manuel Ga-
briel, the parish priest of the Resurrection 
of Our Lord Parish, talking about the Year 
of Mercy. 

The Monsignor opened his talk by 
quoting Psalm 51 with the first line, “Be 
merciful to me, O God.” He set up his pre-
sentation by describing the history of the 
Year of Mercy. The “Holy Year” or Jubilee 
Year is a great religious event, it is a year 
of forgiveness of sins and the punishment 
due to sin. A year of reconciliation between 
enemies. It is a year of conversion, and re-
ceiving the sacrament of reconciliation is 
the Year of Christ. 

Msgr. Manny posed this question to 
the community: “When was the last time 
you felt God’s mercy?” 

He emphasized that Jesus is the face 
of the Father’s mercy. After everyone read 
with him the parable of the prodigal son, 
the monsignor encouraged everyone to 
exercise the sacrament of reconciliation 
and to forgive and pray for the person 
whom we need to forgive.

During his homily, Msgr. Manny de-
scribed his Black Nazarene experience 
and explained the “why” of the die hard 
devotees – an act of gratitude for God’s 
mercy and goodness.

He also described how he survived 
his Santiago de Compostela walk at the 
age of 70 by doing meditation during the 
5-day 20-kilometer walk.

Msgr. Manny ended the homily with a 
question “How much is compassion and 
mercy in our lives?” 

Rey & Lucy Mella
Chaircouple, Cana BCGG

Msgr. Manuel Gabriel

Excerpts from:  http://www.usccb.org/
beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-
evangelization/jubilee-of-mercy/frequently-
asked-questions-about-the-jubilee-of-mercy.
cfm

What is a jubilee year?
The practice of a jubilee year has 

ancient roots in the Jewish tradition and 
evidence for it can be found in the Old 
Testament (for example, see Leviticus 
25). The jubilee year was called every 
fifty years and was a time for forgive-
ness. It stood as a reminder of God’s 
providence and mercy. The dedication 
of a year for this emphasis provided the 
community with a time to come back 
into right relationship with one another 
and with God. As the practice of the ju-
bilee year was adopted into the Catho-
lic Church, these themes of mercy, for-
giveness, and solidarity continued.

How is this Jubilee different from 
other Jubilee years? 

The Jubilee of Mercy that Pope 
Francis has called, from December 8, 
2015 to November 20, 2016, is an Ex-
traordinary Jubilee. This designation as 
an “Extraordinary Jubilee” sets it apart 
from the ordinary cycle of jubilees, or 
holy years, which are called every 25 
years in the Catholic Church. By call-

ing for a holy year outside of the nor-
mal cycle, a particular event or theme 
is emphasized. For example, Pope 
Francis called this particular Extraor-
dinary Jubilee of Mercy to direct our 
attention and actions “on mercy so 
that we may become a more effec-
tive sign of the Father’s actions in our 
lives... a time when the witness of be-
lievers might grow stronger and more 
effective.”

Why a Jubilee of Mercy now? 
Pope Francis himself addressed 

this question in his homily for First 
Vespers for Divine Mercy Sunday.

“Here, then, is the reason for the 
Jubilee: because this is the time for 
mercy. It is the favorable time to heal 
wounds, a time not to be weary of 
meeting all those who are waiting to 
see and to touch with their hands the 
signs of the closeness of God, a time 
to offer everyone, everyone, the way 
of forgiveness and reconciliation. May 
the Mother of God open our eyes, so 
that we may comprehend the task to 
which we have been called; and may 
she obtain for us the grace to experi-
ence this Jubilee of Mercy as faithful 
and fruitful witnesses of Christ.”
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 Editorial   

Only those who truly know their need for the Beloved 
know how to receive the gift of the Beloved without 
misusing such love. A mutually admitted emptiness is 
the ultimate safety net for all love, and in the Scriptures, 

even God is presented as somehow “needing” us, and even “jeal-
ous” for our love (Exodus 20:5, 34:14). Basically love works only 
inside humility. St. Francis fell in love with the “humility” of God, a 
word that most of us would not even think could apply to God.

Fullness in a person cannot permit love because there are no 
openings, no handles, no give-and-take, and no deep hunger. It is 
like trying to attach two inflated balloons to one another. Human 
vulnerability gives the soul an immense head start on its travels—
maybe the only start for any true spiritual journey. Thus, the Risen 
Christ starts us off by revealing the human wounds of God, God’s 
solidarity with human suffering. God begins with self-disclosure 
from the divine side, which ideally leads to self-disclosure from our 
side.

The Bible first opened up for many in the 1960’s when the 
Second Vatican Council said that divine revelation was not God 
disclosing ideas about God but actually God disclosing “himself” 
[sic]. Scripture and religion itself became not mere doctrines or 
moralisms for us, but love-making, an actual mutual exchange of 
being and intimacy.

The mystics, and those like Moses (Exodus 33:12-23), Jesus 
(John 5:19-20), and John (1 John 1:1-3) who personally claim to 
know God, are always aware that they have been let in on a big 
and wondrous love secret. Anyone not a party to an inner dia-
logue, that is, some kind of I-Thou relationship, would call such 
people presumptuous, emotional, foolish, or even arrogant. How 
could they presume to claim an actual union with the divine? 

But this is without doubt “the mystery of God, Christ, in whom 
are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colos-
sians 2:3). As John says, “Anyone who loves is born of God and 
knows God . . . for God is love” (1 John 4:7-8). Such an amaz-
ing, but seldom-quoted line, lets us in on the big secret and also 
makes it universal and available to all.

Gateway to Silence: 
“There is nothing better or more necessary than 

love.” 
    — St. John of the Cross

Reference:
Adapted from Richard Rohr, Immortal Diamond: The Search for 

Our True Self (Jossey-Bass: 2013), 166-168.

Joy S. Uy-Tioco, Sirach BCGG

Sacred 
Scripture:

God’s
Self-disclosure
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Msgr. Manuel G. Gabriel, our speaker and 
mass celebrant at the January Comcel, is a 
native of Sampaloc, Manila. After finishing 
his basic education at Legarda Elementary 
School and Mapa High School, he entered 
the San Jose Seminary and Loyola School 
of Theology where he finished his studies 
in philosophy and theology. Msgr. Manny 
has a Master of Arts Degree in Organization 
Development and Planning at the Southeast 
Asia Interdisciplinary Development Institute 
(SAIDI), a licentiate and a doctorate degree 
in Missiology, summa cum laude, at the 
Gregorian University in Rome. He was 
ordained on March 25, 1970. He is the parish 
priest of the Resurrection of Our Lord Parish 
(ROLP) and Director of Veritas Parochial 
School, both in BF Homes, Parañaque City.

09 January 2016 ComCel

Msgr. Manny, flanked by 2016 Pastoral Council Chaircouple Rey & Lucy Mella
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 Council Corner

Cesar & Marivic Pareja
Council, Prodigal 102 BCGG

OneRAPforMagis !

D
uring Prodigal 102’s first BCGG prayer meeting 
this year, we had occasion to revisit our spiritual 
highlights in the past year, contemplated on 
where we are now and reflected on where we 
are currently being directed in our journey.

One member summed up her sharing with the realization 
that, while the season usually calls upon her to make resolutions 
for the new year, she decided to look back, and discern what 
she should let go from the past year. This became our common 
thrust: to be prospective by letting go and moving on; to do away 
with what is past, to look ahead and plan for the future. One of 
the scripture readings for that week seemed to affirm this: “No 
one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak; otherwise, 
the patch pulls away from it, the new from the old, and a worse 
tear is made. And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; 
otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is lost, and 
so are the skins; but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins” 
(Mark 2:21-22).

This is where RAP comes in. We in the Pastoral Council 
enjoin each and every member-couple to let go of the past and 
move on with our tasks ahead with more vigor and renewed 
commitment. We propose this thrust as we bear in mind our 
mission and vision on why we continue to be part of the Magis 
Deo Community. 

Our response and our thrust: One RAP for Magis: Recruit – 
Attend – Participate. 

RECRUIT. We appeal to all member-couples to RECRUIT 
at least one couple for any of our M.E. Weekends in 2016. In 
previous years, we required each BCGG to recruit one couple 
for every M.E. Weekend. This has proven ineffective as the 
number of participants for each weekend continue to dwindle. 
We have to be aggressive in recruitment from this year and 
beyond, as the survival and growth of our community depends 
on the resurgence of membership, with the M.E. Weekend as 
entry point. We can no longer just sit back and watch other 
members work. We have to be together in this effort in the 
Ignatian spirit of magis (more), as a community, as individuals, 
as couples and as families. Just as we were once called and 
invited to become part of this community, we need to invite more 
to experience what we have.

ATTEND. We enjoin all members to ATTEND at least 
one formation program (AIR, SDR, LSS, REACH, Prayer 
Workshop, etc.) this year. We are encountered couples formed 
in Ignatian Spirituality. Our programs allow us to enrich and 
enhance our formation as we continue in our spiritual journey. 
These formation programs give us insights on why we do what 
we do as Magis Deo members. These form the backbone of 
our service to others in the spirit of sharing, simplicity and 
stewardship. Even if you have attended these programs before, 
the experience will always be unique. A wise man said: “You 
can never cross the same river twice; you might be in the same 
place, but the waters flowing around you will never be the 
same.” 

PARTICIPATE. We should all PARTICIPATE in at least 
one outreach program within the year. This need not necessarily 
be the Suyuan since your BCGG may sponsor or be involved in 
some other outreach. The prison ministry and livelihood projects 
of some members/BCGGs are but examples of what we can 
achieve when we set our minds to it. This is part of our vision to 
help build the Kingdom of God here on earth as our response to 
His unconditional love for all of us. 

All these must go hand-in-hand. We must enrich our faith 
as we continue to work with each other. Faith and works go 
together. We cannot choose one and let go of the others. We 
should actively recruit members, attend formation programs and 
participate in outreach projects.

We should not be satisfied with just attending the formation 
programs and leaving the recruitment of members to others. 
Remember what is written in the Bible: “What good is it, my 
brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but does 
not have works? Can this kind of faith save him?” (James 2: 
14). “So also faith, if it does not have works, is dead being by 
itself” (James 2:17).
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Baptism
is

love
10 Januany 2016

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

The Lord loves us so much that 
He came to be one among us. 
He could have come already as 

an adult, but He chose to be an infant of a 
loving family, like each one of us. Not only 
that. He chose to be poor, like many of us. 
And beyond all that, he was baptized by 
the Holy Spirit. This was what empowered 
him, from a human point of view, to reach 
out to all with loving mercy, compassion, 
and justice in the most humble and quiet 
ways.

This is what our First Reading for to-
day tells us: “Thus says the Lord: ... he 
shall bring forth justice to the nations, not 
crying out, not shouting, not making his 
voice heard in the street” (Is. 42:1-2). Not 
only that, our divine-human God in the per-

son of Jesus shows no partiality, as clari-
fied in our Second Reading for today. In 
the words of Peter: “In truth, I see that God 
shows no partiality. Rather, in every na-
tion, whoever fears him and acts uprightly 
is acceptable to him... He went about do-
ing good and healing all those oppressed 
by the devil, for God was with him” (Acts 
10:34-35, 38). Lastly but not least, today’s 
Gospel reading emphasizes the Holy Spir-
it as descending upon Jesus in bodily form 
like a dove. And a voice from heaven was 
heard: “You are my beloved Son; with you 
I am well pleased” (Lk.3:21-22).

God the Father, God the Son, God the 
Holy Spirit. The Triune God. Three mani-
festations of the one and the same all-lov-
ing God of all creation. It is for this reason 
that today, the most universal way of expe-

riencing and expressing God’s presence 
is through what we call creation-centered 
spirituality. An inner awareness of God’s 
loving presence in all of living creation.

We are still a long way off, with all the 
violence, wars, injustices and prejudices 
all around the world. These are the uncon-
scious or conscious denials of God’s pres-
ence. But let us not lose hope and faith. 
Jesus was baptized as an adult, deeply 
and maturely conscious of its meaning for 
his love and service to the human commu-
nity. His baptism as an adult was a sign of 
his role as a loving servant. Servant-lead-
ership. It is the leader who serves, and not 
the one who is served. “But it shall not be 
among you. Rather, whoever wishes to be 
first among you shall be your slave. Just 
so, the Son of Man did not come to be 
served but to serve and to give his life as a 
ransom for many” (Mt. 20:26-28).

It is in this context that I want to focus 
on the reality that most if not all of us who 
have been baptized were baptized when 
we were still infants or young children. We 
were not yet maturely aware of the mean-
ing and mission of being baptized with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. Our parents and 
godparents assumed for us the meaning 
of baptism. It was their love for us that in-
spired them to have us baptized as infants 
or little children. Little did they know that 
this had no automatic effect in action when 
we became adults.

When we claim as adults that we are 
already baptized, it does not necessarily 
mean that we will then live and love as 
Jesus did. As adults, we definitely need a 
re-awakening and a re-commitment to the 
meaning of having been baptized with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. Does this happen now-
adays, in spite of the many others who are 
not able to live the true meaning of their 
baptism? Yes! There are numerous sons 
and daughters of God who are able to fol-
low God’s law of love. In other words, they 
are able to live by their baptism of the Holy 
Spirit and fire.

I often look back to our God-led EDSA 
revolution of 1986. I now mention it again 
because of the recent death of the editor-
in-chief of the Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
Letty Jimenez-Magsanoc, an icon of the 
EDSA miracle. This is how our former 
President Fidel Ramos calls her. He was 
then chief of the Philippine Constabu-
lary and acting chief of staff of the Armed 

Forces of the Philippines. He recalls: “Dur-
ing martial law Magsanoc was among the 
three women who were all in the media 
and who were very aggressive against the 
government” (PDI, Dec. 27, 2015). The 
same paper reports that before the revolu-
tion, Magsanoc was responsible for the Mr. 
and Mrs. Special Edition “that brought the 
Marcos conjugal dictatorship to its knees.” 
(Ibid.) All this is only a part of Magsanoc’s 
service to our country. The Lord’s baptism 
in action is indeed amazing.

I am sure you will agree with me that 
there are so many unknown heroes and 
heroines before, during, and after the 
EDSA revolution. Adult males and females 
who were and still are inspired by their 
baptism of the Holy Spirit. And for those, 
on the other hand, who feel that they lack 
such active baptismal grace, you still have 
time and opportunities for the remaining 
days, months, or years of your precious 
life.

One way of making this happen is 
through a guided retreat or prayer life 
that will awaken and strengthen our inner 
awareness of the Lord’s presence within 
us. This was the original meaning of our 
infant or early baptism. But it can make all 
the difference for us who are now adults. 
We can truly become fearless lovers of 
God and the human community, wherever 
we are and whatever we are tasked to ac-
complish!
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NewsBits  /  Announce- Prose and Poetry
Chacho Angeles, Thessalonians BCGG

Father, in my solitude,
And the silence of my heart,
In the calmness of my being,
And in oneness with Your heart:

I pray for the bits of sand on the beach,
Pounded and rounded by the constant
Wash of the waves near the shore.
A bit that with other bits make
A squishy feel on the soles of our feet. 
Sacraments of our significant smallness.

I pray for the rivers, plains and mountains
Filled with many trees, plants and animals, 
So grand, awesome and life giving
Providing us with shelter and nourishment
In fulfilment of Your wondrous plan.
Sacraments of Your majesty.

I pray for the sky, the thunder and lightning,
For the clouds that when full burst out rain,
For the birds, the insects and all that fly
And glide along the ever moving currents of air
That give life to all Your creatures.
Sacraments of Your life-giving spirit.
 
I pray for the sun that gives light and life,
For the moon that shines through the night,
For the twinkling stars that break the harshness
Of the darkness that blankets all the spirits
That inhabit this sometimes Stygian world.
Sacraments of Your truth.

I pray for the beings You created in Your image,
And infused with the breath of Your life,
Ever longing for that which will give meaning,
Ever searching for a path to that destiny
Wrought by You in freedom and in love.
Sacraments of Your way.

I pray for the infiniteness of time,
For the years, months, days and hours,
With which we go about our doings, but
Fulfilled only in Your loving presence,
And transformed into a union with You.
Sacraments of Your eternity.

I pray that You bless this humbled soul,
That he may know You and the path
You have chosen from the beginning of time.
That despite his weakness and failures,
With Your help he will gain his destiny.
A sacrament of Your compassionate mercy.

I pray to see the truth behind all these,
Appreciate creation’s variety and complexity, 
That all are connected through and by You,
That creation is not there just for man to use,
To dominate, exploit and abuse, but are
Sacraments of Your caring and love.

I pray that we realize You are king
Of all creation, just, yet merciful, that we 
In obedience be as You desire and intend;
That we know the love that reflects the harmony 
And the unity of Your being and our hearts.
At that sacred moment, a sacrament.

Prayer
for

Creation
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NewsBits  /  Announcements NewsBits / Announcements

Shepherds General Assembly - 23 January 2016. Keynote speaker: Fr. James Gascon, SJ. Facilitators: Ted Concepcion, Bicbic Medez

Genesis of David Outreach

Last January 16, 2016, Genesis of 
David BCGG visited the Handmaids of the 
Sacred Heart of the Agonizing Jesus (rep-
resented by Mother Ana Maria and Sister 
Dolor) at B.F. Parañaque to donate school 
supplies for forty indigent students. 



8 Magis

I love to take care of my body and I 
love exercising. I love walking. I am aware 
that I am exercising whenever I am walk-
ing, whether it is my exercise time or just 
plain strolling in a mall, or touring the shop 
floor or the office while at work. As I have 
converted to a standing desk at work and 
at home, I also have made it a point to 
walk as often as I can.  

I also love the stairs and I am not 
bothered by long queues in front of ele-
vators even when I have to go to the 7th 
floor. The challenge of climbing stairs has 
become one thing that I love taking on as 
it increases my exercise time for that day.

At home, my wife does not anymore 
hesitate to ask me to pick up something 
from anywhere in the house, even in our 
bedroom – on the second floor – because 
she knows I love to walk and climb the 
stairs.

At airports, I usually don’t take the 
moving walkways and prefer using the 
regular walkway.  

Rey Mella, Cana BCGG
 Spiritual Tidbits and Humor

When I get a haircut, I walk the 2.5 km 
from my home to the barbershop. When 
I feel drowsy during work, especially after 
lunch, I take a walk and speak to people 
during these rounds.

If it were not so dangerous at night, I 
would love to get off the car some 2 to 3 
kilometers away from home and walk the 
rest of the way.

______________

“There are only two ways to live 
your life. One is as though nothing is a 
miracle. The other is as though everything 
is a miracle.”  

– Albert Einstein
______________

I used to run a lot a few years back 
from 5 km to 21 km. Then, I learned that 
people my age shouldn’t risk damaging 
their knees with running. Instead, it is ad-
vised that people at my age should just 
take up walking. So I ran less.

Just very recently, a friend talked to 
me about the Blue Zones. The Blue Zones 
are places in the world where people live 
to 100 years and stay healthy. Author Dan 
Buettner did a research with National Geo-
graphic about the five places in the world 
that have more people aging nicely and 
where people continue to be very healthy 
in their old age. “They are called blue 
zones – places in the world where people 
live longer and healthier than anywhere 
else on earth.  Several of these blue zones 
exist, and in each of these places people 
living to 90 or even 100 years is common.  
And they aren’t just living long either – 
these people are living healthy – without 
medication or disability.”

In his book, he identified these five 
blue zone regions as Sardinia (Italy), the 
islands of Okinawa (Japan), Loma Linda 
(California), Nicoya Peninsula (Costa 
Rica) and Icaria (Greece). 

The love of 
God’s gift of 

life

Continued on page 9
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The author found out that there are 
nine things common in the lifestyles of 
these healthy old people. These are: (1) 
moderate and regular physical activity, (2) 
life purpose, (3) stress reduction, (4) mod-
erate calories intake, (5) plant-based diet, 
(6) moderate alcohol intake, (7) engage-
ment in spirituality or religion, (8) engage-
ment in family life, and (9) engagement in 
social life. They call these nine items the 
Power 9.

______________

Here is a test to find whether your 
mission on earth is finished... If you’re 
alive, it isn’t. 

– Richard Bach 
______________

Over the last 15 years, I have kept on 
trying to sustain my commitment to stay-
ing healthy and to stay out of sickness. I 
am consistent with taking my vitamins. As 
much as I can resist temptation, I eat right. 
While this has been my biggest challenge, 
as much as I can, I try to manage stress.  
I sleep as much as I can during weekdays 
and get more during weekends.

I was even more inspired by this 
quote by Dr. Jim Gilbaugh and Dr. Fritz 
Fraunfelde in another book I was reading, 
“The Retirement Docs”: 

“People who think they have no time 
for exercise will sooner or later have more 
than enough time for illness.”  

______________

As I was watching the video on Blue 
Zones, read the summary of the book, 
surfed the net and checked out their web-
site, I felt good that several of the Power 9 
items are where I have defined goals year-
on-year, and where I focus and spend time 
on.

God has actually made things so sim-
ple for us to live life. It is not complicated. 
If we look at the nine things we are encour-
aged to do in order to live a healthy, pro-
ductive, medication-free and sickness-free 
life, they are not at all difficult. Not rocket 
science.

With God’s help, I should be able to 
do 70% to 80% of what the Power 9 de-
mands and that I will live long enough to 
accomplish God’s purpose for me.

______________

“To live is the rarest thing in the 
world. Most people exist, that is all.”

– Oscar Wilde

______________

In January of last year, I wrote on my 
notes that Fr. Tanseco continues to show 
up at our community celebrations in spite 
of his difficulty walking and climbing stairs. 
This is some real expression of his love for 
the community.

______________

A few old couples would get together 
to talk about life and to have a good time. 
One day one of the men, Harry, started 
talking about a fantastic restaurant he 
went to the other night with his wife. 

“Really?” one of the men said, “What’s 
it called?”

After thinking for a few seconds, Harry 
said, “What are those good smelling flow-
ers called again?” 

“Do you mean a rose?” the first man 
questioned. 

“Yes that’s it,” he exclaimed. Looking 
over at his wife he said, “Rose what’s that 
restaurant we went to the other night?”

– www.greatcleanjokes.com
______________

“Just as a candle cannot burn with-
out fire, men cannot live without a spiritual 
life.”

– Buddha

What is the Jubilee of Mercy?
In the Bull of Indiction, Misericordiae vultus, Pope Fran-

cis declared that the Jubilee of Mercy will begin on December 
8, 2015 (the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary) and conclude on November 20, 2016 
(the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Uni-
verse). December 8, 2015 also marks the fiftieth anniversary 
of the closing of the Second Vatican Council, a Council that 
sought to bring the love of God to the modern world. Similarly, 
the Holy Father strongly desires this Jubilee celebration of 
mercy to be lived out in the daily lives of the faithful, and all 
who turn to God for compassionate love and mercy. 
 

How do we live out the Jubilee of Mercy in our daily 
lives? 

In Misericordiae vultus, Pope Francis emphasizes the 
need for the Church and all her members to live out the lov-
ing mercy that God has for us. Our response to God’s loving 
mercy towards us is to act in that same way to all those we 
meet. The Holy Father reminds us that “Mercy is the very 
foundation of the Church’s life. All of her pastoral activity 
should be caught up in the tenderness she makes present 
to believers; nothing in her preaching and in her witness to 
the world can be lacking in mercy. The Church’s very cred-
ibility is seen in how she shows merciful and compassionate 
love” (MV. 10). As members of the Body and Christ, our lives 
should reflect this witness of mercy to those we meet on a 
daily basis.

The love of...
Continued from p. 8

What is a jubilee year?
Continued from p. 1
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 Musical Notes

Manny Gatchalian, Psalm 98 BCGG

Mini Pocketbook

Prologue
As far back as my memory will take me, I have always 

seen pocketbooks, in my sister’s bedroom, in the library, 
and in almost every trip, in the hands of waiting passengers. 
Young people nowadays would probably not appreciate the 
word pocketbook, or probably take it to mean a gadget. So I 
planned to write this article, in this month of hearts, in that old 
pocketbook way.

Chapter One: Wandering Thoughts
For more than a year, I have contemplated leaving the 

headship of the choir and just be a regular member. I have 
asked my wife Leslie several times who can best replace me. 
I have even asked her if she could take my place. Her answer 
was funny, “People don’t come out of cookie cutters, and if 
ever, yours is a special-order cookie.” I shook my head.

Concerns have constantly besieged the choir; like tur-
bulent waves in the open sea, they come without warning 
– through an undertow or an unusual current. These can 
be tiring. At some beautiful moments though, these can be 
a gentle nudge with silent ripples that soothe. Nonetheless, 
high or low waters, I had to continue, not because I am still 
inspired, but because I had to. 

Chapter Two: Psalm 98 BCGG Commissioning
To add to my dilemma, last year while half-heartedly but 

fully handling the responsibilities given to the choir, my Psalm 
98 BCGG was put on probation for six months. So there it 
was, partly telling me it is now the right time to give my role to 
someone else. After three months the Council approved the 
commissioning of my BCGG, ergo I was forced to stay.

Chapter Three: Fidelity in Ministry
In one of the Comcels I was ranting to my wife (it’s good 

she has not developed selective deafness) that I am irked not 
only by outside but inside forces of the chorale as well. Mem-
bers could be erratic at times or not serious in their service, 
and these have eroded my morale. People are not robots 
but I expect more from their commitments and involvement 
especially in their regular roles in the Magis Deo Community. 
So there I was again, a bleating goat telling my wife I wanted 
to release myself from the headship of the Choir. 

That same day while singing at the Comcel, the priest 
speaking at the advent recollection expounded on “fidelity to 
your Ministry...” This struck me and when I told my wife, she 
said she too, heard the answer to my rantings.

Chapter Four: Jesus the Divine Word
Set on backing out, I again told my wife I’m tired. So 

there I was sitting doing an outreach service at Christ the 
King Church, the Shrine of Jesus the Divine Word, when 
the priest’s homily strongly and repeatedly touched on 
faithfulness to service. That was the latest and probably not 
the last reminder of my having to be truly dedicated to the 
roles in life that God gave me. 

Faithfulness in all the roles He has given me, nothing 
is too big that I focus only on that one thing; and nothing 
is too small that I won’t delve into it. I don’t have to be the 
best but I just have to be steadfast. I have to be committed 
all the time with the best I can, staying true and dedicated 
to my calling. 

Chapter Five: Election
Back in the same old role, I looked forward to election 

time and both Leslie and I voted for a possible new Chorale 
Head. Leslie and other members got votes too but surpris-
ingly, I topped the votes again. I don’t know what to say but 
I am being told one more time to stay. Only God knows till 
when. I just hope and pray I will be filled with His graces to 
fulfill my role as Magis Deo Chorale Head.

Epilogue: Sing with Praise
Yes, God gives challenges coupled with enough grac-

es for me to overcome obstacles. One of the greatest gifts 
I have ever had is to sing to God and for God. I hope to do 
much like what the Choir of Angels are doing, unendingly, 
unceasingly, joyfully adoring and praising God.

My voice has been much improved and honed, to an 
extent I never imagined, through constant practices with the 
choir. My patience and humility sharpened. Both a grace of 
office, I suppose. 

Not everyone gets the privilege to serve God this way 
and I am very thankful and humbled that He has chosen 
me, a wayward confused musician. I still cannot fathom 
how He has directed me to this path of spiritual singing. 
One of my life events that led me to believe more in provi-
dential occurrences. For His greater glory, I will continue to 
serve with high notes in my heart.
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Calendar of Activities:  February - April 2016
February Venue Contacts / Sponsors
06 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center South Sector, Praxis Ministry
 (Talk: Love and Love Offering) Guadalupe, Makati City Cana BCGG, Tala BCGG
   3rd Floor, Multipurpose Hall
20 Sat Council and Ministry Heads Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
March
5 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center North Sector, Community Services
 (Lenten Recollection) Guadalupe, Makati City Ministry, Agnus Dei BCGG, 
   3rd Floor, Multipurpose Hall Archangel Gabriel BCGG
17 Thu Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191 
 Host: Pareja
18-20 Marriage Encounter Weekend St. Scholastica’s Center of Spirituality Magis Deo 426-7191
 SD: Fr. James Gascon, S.J. Tagaytay City
April
2 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Central Sector, Marriage Encounter
   Guadalupe, Makati City Ministry, Corinthians BCGG,
   3rd Floor, Multipurpose Hall Sirach BCGG
16 Sat Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
 Host: Valencia
30-May 1  REACH Seminar   8am-6pm TBA Magis Deo 426-7191
 Facilitator: Bicbic Medez
 P2,500/couple

February Birthday Celebrants
1 Helen Chua Sirach
2 Mark Madrid John
4 Anna Pili Mt. Olivet
5 Levy Pingol ME Class 114
5 Arlyn Tabilog James, Brother of John
7 RR Biong ME Class 119
9 Ferdie Joson Sirach
11 Gary Canoso Magnificat
15 Jovy de Leon James, Brother of John
16 Greg De Guzman ME Class 121
16 Doc Geslani ME Class 120
16 Danny Mendoza Exodus
18 Domeng Gagatiga Mt. Olivet
19 Kit Martinez Francis
20 Joanna Ong ME Class 119
22 Ronnie Tabuzo Song of Ruth
24 Vicky Mendoza Exodus
26 Arlene Tanchico ME Class 118
27 Atoy Apo Exodus
27 Patrick de Guzman ME Class 121
28 Jun Ahyong St. Peter
28 Gie Belga ME Class 116

February Wedding Anniversaries
3 Ray & Ging de Guzman John
7 Uriel & Yella Castillo Archangel Gabriel
8 Benz & Vina Dimanalata Francis
10 Danny & Charito Dimayuga Sirach
10 Frank & Fe+ Reyes Psalm 98
14 Jun & Vivian Ahyong St. Peter
14 Doc & Cat Geslani ME Class 120
14 Leony & Mia Parada Psalm 46-Samaritans
25 Egay+ & Djarn Pestaño Sirach
28 Vince & Lyra Yamat ME Class 114

Birthdays - First 10 days of  March
3 Nitz Eslava Psalm 46-Samaritans
8 Marivic Pareja Prodigal 102
10 Margie Lim ME Class 119
10 Marilu Sta. Maria Magnificat

Wedding Anniversaries - First 10 days of March
3 Deng & Wewe Francisco ME Class 118
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