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At the break of dawn of Sunday, 
December 6, 2015, the orga-
nizing committee led by “Mr. 

Energy”, Leony Parada was at the San 
Jose gym dressing up the place for the Ma-
gis Deo Family Day. The members started 
trooping in as early as 8 am; by 9 am, our 
expected 150 to 180 heads swelled to over 
200! Familiar faces, old and new, and sev-
eral balik-Magis filled the place.

The Holy Mass was concelebrated by 
Fr. James Gascon and Fr. Ruben Tanseco. 
Their Christmas messages of and on grati-
tude, commitment and the Jubilee Year of 
Mercy was well absorbed by our hearts.

Representing our Elders, Jun & Mila 
Sison emphasized the importance of the 
symbolic staff that outgoing chaircouple 
Regie & Daisy de Guzman turned over to 
incoming chaircouple Rey & Lucy Mella.

After the ceremonies, Sector pre-
sentations and parlor games took center 
stage. The North Sector, clad in cowboy 
attire, performed with their boots on. The 
Central sector wowed the audience with 
their Avengers outfit. But the day belonged 
to the South Sector with their rendition of 
songs and scenes from the movie Fro-
zen. Dressed in white with snow balloons 
as props, and gracefully moving to the 
soundtrack of the movie and with Princess 
taking the lead role, the South Sector blew 
the competition away. Fr. James and Jun 
Sison served as judges.

As the community was enjoying the 
agape-lunch, another event highlight came 
in the person of Santa Claus. John Boren 
came in his traditional red and white Claus 
attire, bringing smiles and cheer to the 
young ones and young once. Goodie bags 

were abundantly given away, as cameras 
clicked no end for souvenir photos which 
Santa gamely accommodated.

Thank you, dear community for your 
presence, support and participation. Spe-
cial thanks to Harry & Helen Chua, Rico & 
Terry Lim, Leony & Mia Parada and all in 
the Community Services Ministry, for orga-
nizing and giving us another joyous Family 
Day.

Thank you, Lord for the gift of family, 
and your abundant blessings in 2015.

A blessed Christmas and a joyous 
New Year!

Leo Soliman, Corinthians BCGG
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 Editorial

Proclaim the Jubilee
Excerpted from America
December 7-14, 2015 Issue
Marc Tumeinski

Reviving an ancient biblical 
practice for the Year of Mercy

The declaration by Pope Francis of the Jubilee of Mercy, 
beginning Dec. 8, 2015 and ending Nov. 20, 2016, provides 
the whole church a glorious opportunity for prayerful 
preparation and reflection. Accordingly, an understanding 

of the scriptural context of the jubilee is useful. Chapter 25 of 
Leviticus records the Lord’s command that every seventh year Israel 
should neither plant nor prune their fields and vineyards, trusting that 
during this year the Lord would feed all of the people–both Israelite 
and non-Israelite—as well as the animals. Similar to the seventh day of 
rest during the week, this was known as the sabbath year.

After every seven sabbath years (49 years), Israel was to practice 
a jubilee year. The jubilee was similarly a time to leave the fields 
fallow, but it was also a period of atonement, in which to forgive debts 
and to free those sold into slavery on account of debt. This 50th year 
of jubilee was an opportunity to restore social and physical conditions 
to a peaceful order more in keeping with the kingdom of God. It was 
meant to bring greater justice, redemption, liberation, safety and 
peace for the community, as well as rest for the land. The jubilee was 
truly a year of grace. Leviticus further describes the jubilee as a type 
of Exodus, that is, a divine liberation from slavery. Chapter 61 of Isaiah 
repeats this proclamation of a year of favor united with a promise of 
liberation. In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus begins his public life using jubilee 
language to announce his own ministry. The Bible thus portrays the 
jubilee as good news—a visible sign of the Lord’s favor and a concrete 
practice of solidarity that helps to restore peace and wholeness to the 
faith community and to God’s creation.

The gift and responsibility of jubilee is meant to be lived 
out within community. In his declaration, Pope Francis calls the 
Church—in a formal and prayerful manner—to celebrate a jubilee as 
a way of growing together and being built up as a people of peace. 
Proclaiming and practicing the jubilee calls for deeply trusting the 
Lord who continually shows us his mercy and who provides us what 
we need. The upcoming year of mercy is an invitation for Catholics 
to come together around a shared goal. It will be easier to observe 
the upcoming jubilee when we are united. We could begin a group 
Bible study about the jubilee, make it the focus of our family prayer, 
teach about it as part of sacramental preparation programs, bring it 
to our prayer groups and discuss it within our parishes and religious 
communities.

Living out the jubilee can and should be practiced locally as 
well as globally. Every parish and every religious community—from 
the smallest to the largest, from the most vibrant to those that 
are struggling—can join together in practicing the jubilee and thus 
strengthen and support one another as communities. This can 
bind the entire church together more deeply in faith. During the 
approaching jubilee year, how can we deepen our solidarity within 
parishes, dioceses and the whole church? How might we get to know 
one another better as fellow parishioners? Is there a struggling parish, 
nearby or far away, that we can provide help and resources to?

In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus quickly extends his fulfillment of 
the jubilee beyond the borders of Israel. Pope Francis wisely and 
lovingly urges encounter and dialogue with other Christians and with 
those of other religions, including Judaism and Islam—even in spaces 
and situations of disagreement, struggle or outright conflict. With the 
declaration of this jubilee, the pope reminds the church that the Holy 
Spirit can bring unity in the midst of every tension and conflict. As we 
move toward the upcoming jubilee, whom might we be called—as 
Christian individuals and as communities—to reach out to? Is there 
someone in our family, a lonely neighbor, an isolated student or a 
solitary co-worker that we might approach in Christian fellowship? 
Where are the forgotten or even those we see as enemies? 
Francis is quite clear that Christ-like dialogue can open the door to 
understanding, healing, friendship and unity.

_____________
Joy S. Uy-Tioco, Sirach BCGG
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L
Pope Francis teaches us that to become 

a people of peace is more a matter of time 
than of space or power. To understand 
salvation-time is to do what is right and to 
trust the Lord that good fruit will come. 
This calls for the virtues of patience and of 
hope. Grasping after space, control or power 
over others does not lead to liberation and 
peace. Paradoxically, letting these natural and 
understandable desires go, and trusting in the 
Lord’s grace and power, can lead to shalom.

This teaching of Francis is true also for 
the jubilee, which helps to redeem time, 
to make it holy. The weekly Sabbath, the 
sabbath year and the jubilee year consecrate 
time. The jubilee is thus a time of new 
beginnings, of new doors opening, of fresh 
opportunities to receive grace. How can we 
as disciples and communities better accept 
the offer of a fresh start from God and from 
others and in turn make this offer to others?

In the spirit of ecumenical dialogue, 
as noted above, we can learn about the 
jubilee from other Christians. The Mennonite 
theologian John Howard Yoder, for example, 
wrote compellingly of the jubilee in terms of 
time, and of how Christians are to live in the 
world today. In his book The Politics of Jesus, 
Yoder prudently pointed out that the jubilee 
is meant to be a periodic renewal, not a 
perpetual social upheaval. Every 50 years, 
Israel was called to remember the bountiful 
providence of God and the gift of liberation 
from slavery exemplified by the Exodus. 
We still need these periodic reminders, 
circumstances and practices that invite and 
enable us to restore a measure of mercy to a 
fallen world.

Proclaiming and practicing jubilee 
together, in our own space and time, and in a 
spirit of dialogue, propels the church toward 
conversion, witness and action.

Conversion. Francis appeals to 
Christians to firmly reject the false 
temptations of gossip, greed, violence and 
corruption and to move toward justice and 
mercy. Indulging in gossip makes the practice 
of forgiveness and reconciliation within the 
community that much more difficult. 

The jubilee therefore may also be a 
good time for Catholics to study deeply the 
ecclesial process of reconciliation laid out in 
Matthew 18. How can we help one another 
to make amends? Whom can we ask for help 
in restoring a broken relationship? 

The pope warns disciples against the 
lure of greed and encourages Christians to 

reject the idolatry of money that generates 
debt, exclusion and violence. Giving in to 
these temptations weakens and disfigures 
the body of Christ. 

The sacramental life of prayer and 
worship, particularly in the Mass, helps 
Catholics turn away from these temptations 
and toward the Lord. The jubilee can also 
become an opportunity to renew both 
personal and parish commitments to the 
sacrament of reconciliation. The sacrament is 
personal—between penitent and God, with 
the help of a priest—but is best sustained 
within a life-giving community of Christians, 
who can invite, nurture and encourage the 
practice of forgiveness and the accompanying 
acts of penance and restitution. As the 
jubilee approaches, how can we increase 
our own resolve to regularly participate 
in the sacrament of reconciliation? How 
can we help our family, friends and fellow 
parishioners to do the same? Are we as 
Catholics helping one another to practice 
forgiveness?

Witness. The jubilee is an invitation to 
witness to the forgiveness rooted in the cross 
and resurrection. We can forgive because 
we have been forgiven. This too can become 
easier, or at least less hard, when we are 
part of a close community of Christians. The 
example, support, encouragement and even 
demands of other Christians are essential. 
The forgiveness shown by the Amish 
community in Nickel Mines after a shooting 
in the schoolhouse there, is one instructive 
example of a communal orientation to the 
practice of reconciliation and mercy that has 
also inspired others.1  Closer to home, the 
memory of the Mamapasano massacre is still 
fresh and in need of healing.

Advocacy. Furthermore, Pope 
Francis reminds the church and individual 
Christians that we are to publicly proclaim 
the liberation of slaves—which in our day 
includes exploited laborers, migrants, those 
forced into prostitution, child soldiers and the 
victims of kidnapping. In this way, the church 
becomes a needed and timely sign of Christ’s 
mercy to and in the world. The church can 
put a spotlight on the darkness of slavery and 
structural injustice and call for greater justice. 
Coming together, we can take action to end 
such slavery—by working for economic and 
labor justice, for example, the protection of 
vulnerable children and the just treatment of 
immigrants.

Action. The jubilee is not meant to be an 
abstract idea but a concrete practice of love. 
For us Christians, this centers on the corporal 

and spiritual works of mercy. How might we 
as families and parishes practice the works of 
mercy in our surrounding communities?

John Howard Yoder in For the Nations 
wrote of the jubilee as incarnating new ways 
of using possessions and power. This idea 
remains a valid challenge for us as a church 
today. Do we serve our possessions or use 
them to serve others? Do we pursue power 
or do we seek the lowest place and to be the 
servant of those in need? Even our day-to-
day decisions about what we buy or how we 
spend our time can provide opportunities to 
help others.

Rooted in humble obedience and 
divine trust, the jubilee allows Christians 
and Christian communities to forgive debts, 
economic and otherwise. Various Christian 
groups, for example, have tried offering 
interest-free micro-loans as one way of 
lessening the crushing burden of debt. As 
Christian individuals, families and parishes, 
what would it take for us to forgive debts 
or to lend to one another without interest, 
even in small amounts?

The forgiveness of debt speaks also to 
the sins we commit, as we learn in praying 
the Our Father at every Mass. The practice of 
jubilee is an opportunity for us, hurt by the 
actions of others and hurting others with our 
actions, to be strengthened: to cease sinning, 
to accept forgiveness and to forgive one 
another as we have been forgiven by God. 
Who are those people against whom we have 
harbored resentments? With whom do we 
want to be able to celebrate the jubilee? The 
year of mercy can become an opportunity to 
go beyond our usual limits, and to forgive 70 
times seven times.

Children of God. As we begin 
the Jubilee of Mercy, let us renew our 
commitment to Christian community, 
deepening our ties to fellow disciples. Let us 
prepare ourselves to accept forgiveness from 
others and begin to seek out those to whom 
we can show mercy and forgiveness. This is 
a time, as individuals and as communities, to 
begin discerning areas in our lives in which 
we need conversion. May we see this jubilee 
year as an invitation to put our possessions 
and power into carrying out works of mercy. 
In these and so many other ways, the 
upcoming jubilee will be a joyful opportunity 
for Christians to practice mercy, which is a 
sure sign that we are God’s children.

____
1    http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2015/
nov/28/my-son-the-mass-murderer-what-did-i-
miss?CMP=share_bt
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 Council Corner

Rey & Lucy Mella
Chaircouple
Cana BCGG

Happy New Year to all!  
It is in the spirit of gratitude that we start 

the year as a community. 

First of all, we would like to thank Regie 
and Daisy, who provided the leadership in 
the Pastoral Council and the community 
through all of 2015. Their commitment and 
untiring effort to push and make progress 
on specific areas that needed attention last 
year, is something we truly appreciate. 

We are blessed with all of the things 
the community accomplished last year. It 
is not surprising to note that we always 
accomplish something significant throughout 
the year, no matter what the challenges and 
limitations are. 

With the prayers and the spirit of 
volunteerism and the commitment of many 
members of the community, we go to 
great lengths to do something to make the 
community better. And, we do. 

It is in this same spirit that we encourage 
every single member of the community 
to be fully present and to own up to the 
community’s vision and mission. 

1. Volunteer to work in a ministry or in 
a committee.

2. Attend one formation activity – AIR, 
SDR, etc.

3. Attend one outreach activity.

4. Invite and recruit one new couple to 
an ME Weekend. 

The power of God’s love and mercy 
should help guide all of us to accomplish 
something new and more for the community 
for this year.

We thank in advance all of our ministry 
and committee heads and members and all 
of our shepherds for all that we want to do 
and achieve for Magis Deo in 2016. 

We pray that more of our members are 
enlightened and inspired to provide more 
of themselves, give more to the community. 
After all, Magis Deo means more for God.
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John
to

Jesus
13 December 2015

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

The Lord’s greatest gift to us 
for Christmas is no less than 
his very person, as human-
ized by his power of love. 

This liberates us from the love of power, as 
personalized by Satan. The power of love, 
as opposed to the love of power. And this 
was initiated by John, who baptized with 
water, the baptism of repentance, followed 
later by Jesus, who baptized with the Holy 
Spirit, the baptism of transformation.

“What’s John’s baptism? It is a bap-
tism of repentance, a realization of what 
we are doing wrong and a clear resolution 
to correct our bad behavior. What is Jesus’ 
baptism? It is an entry into grace and com-
munity in such a way that empowers us 
internally to do what is impossible for us to 
do by our willpower alone.” (from Connec-
tions for December 2015).

The three liturgical readings for 
today all inspire us to rejoice and be 
happy, for the Lord is our constant com-
panion, who will lead us to eternal life. 
But this will take much time, according to 
his plan, and we have to humbly accept 
it all the way. Through days and nights, 
weeks and months, years and more… 
accompanied by joys and pains, light 
and darkness, successes and failures. 
But in the end, these crosses and cruci-
fixions here on earth will be followed by 
eternal resurrection. The power of love 
is powerful indeed!

Not only that. Our crosses and cru-
cifixions are precisely given to us as the 
opportunities in moving toward the pow-
er of love. As Jesus did it, so can we. 
This is the very reason why he became 

man, lived and died as he did, so that we, 
too, can be his disciples and follow his ex-
ample.

Power of Love. Today’s First Read-
ing exclaims: “The Lord your God is in 
your midst, a mighty savior; he will rejoice 
over you with gladness, and renew you 
in his love... “ (Zep. 3:17). In the Second 
Reading, Paul insists: “The Lord is near. 
Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiv-
ing make your requests known to God.” 
(Phil.4:6). And finally, John the Baptist as-
sures us in the Gospel reading: “He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 
(Lk: 3:16). This is the climax of it all.

But what does all this mean? Shall we 
just kneel, close our eyes, and wait, wait, 
wait? No, no, no! The power of love means 
action, and not inaction. If through our free 
will, we choose to be baptized by the Holy 
Spirit and fire, then we will not remain in-
active but very active. And to actively love 
to the extent that we can. Again, the Gos-
pel reading for today: “Whoever has two 
cloaks should share with the person who 
has none. And whoever has food should 
do likewise.” (v.11).

There was this middle-class employee 
who, after a process of spiritual discern-
ment, sent almost half of all his savings to 
the victims of the super typhoon Yolanda. 
His heart was filled with compassion for 
those families whom he did not even know 
personally. This happened a couple of 
years ago, but it really affected their own 
lifestyle as a family. Today, they have not 
recovered financially, but his heart is at 
peace. With his wife and children, they are 
experiencing the power of love. When you 
ask the wife how she feels about all this, 
she smiles and says, “Ok, lang”. And when 
you ask the husband, he simply gives you 
a loving embrace.

How about this rich employer who 
finally went through an eight-day Igna-
tian retreat. God’s love and mercy is im-
measurable indeed. The employer expe-
rienced a deep, profound conversion of 
heart and mind. The following week, he 
made the unexpected decision to raise the 
wages and salaries of his employees way 
beyond the minimum wage law to what we 
call a family living wage. After all, this is 
what our Constitution and the Church sup-
port. What a difference this has made in 
the lives of his employees and their fami-
lies. They were profoundly grateful and felt 

like canonizing him as a saint sent down 
from heaven! Indeed, this is God’s law of 
social justice: a more equitable distribution 
of God’s resources. The employer and his 
family started to live a more simple life-
style, as inspired by their loving God and 
Creator. Such is the power of love. But if 
we decide to be deaf to God’s call, then 
we end up with the opposite lifestyle: the 
love of power.

Love of Power. Consider this busi-
nessman who uses bribery so that he can 
escape from paying his taxes. He rational-
izes this in so many ways and ends up 
being convinced that he is not committing 
a sin against God and his fellowmen. He 
even attends mass every Sunday and re-
ceives Holy Communion, with the convic-
tion that he is okay. After all, he says to 
himself, this is what many businessmen 
do, as far as he knows, to get their busi-
nesses going. The power of money is sim-
ply blinding.

Our Christian country continues to 
suffer from widespread corruption. Our 
coming elections are very crucial indeed. 
Let us hold on to God’s ways, and keep 
discerning who are those that the Lord is 
calling us to vote for. Who are those that 
are genuinely motivated to love God and 
country? Those who are motivated by the 
power of love and not by the love of power! 
Let us support one another as God’s dis-
ciples, whatever is one’s institutional reli-
gion. Our common mission from our one 
and only Creator-God is love plus justice 
that will lead us to peace. Amen.
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If my memory serves me right, the recent Synod on the 
Family is perhaps the only synodal gathering that really caught 
my interest. I’ve been aware of other synods in recent years 
but to my surprise, this was the only one that I followed with 
great excitement and hope. Perhaps it was because I knew that 
whatever comes up from this synod will surely influence my 
work as a family counselor and my ministry with families. I may 
not have directly participated in it, but thanks to the wonders 
of technology, I was kept abreast with what was happening, 
especially through www.americamagazine.org.

I make my reflection as one who works with families. In 
particular, I want to explore what the synodal process could 
model for today’s families. Besides its teachings, what values 
from the Synod can ordinary families adopt?

Fr. James Martin, SJ, uploaded a video on www.
americamagazine.org entitled “Top Five Accomplishments of the 
Synod on Family.”1 What I liked about these accomplishments 
is not so much the focus on what the synod taught but what it 
models for each family. I will use these “accomplishments” as 
a platform from which we may learn something about being a 
family in today’s world.    

•	 The synod opened up conversations

Unlike previous synods where proceedings were almost 
scripted because no one wanted to offend the Pope, 
the recent synod was an occasion for open discussions. 
Right from the beginning, Pope Francis encouraged an 
exchange of ideas among the participants. He said, “Let 
no one say this cannot be said!” Thus, each one voiced 
out what one thought and felt, and these were given a 
fair hearing.

I think this modeled for us the first quality of a healthy 
family. Families should encourage open conversations. 

1 James Martin. “Top Five Accomplishments of the Synod on 
the Family,” America Magazine. Video. https://www.facebook.com/
americamag/videos/10153104950342882/. 

We need to talk to each other. We cannot be families if 
we do not talk to each other. There will be times when 
we will not agree with each other and yet there should 
always be a desire to listen and to try to understand, to 
empathize and to consider the perspective of the other. 
Our conversations must be free, lively, and honest. I 
would like to address families using the words of the 
Pope. “Let no one say, this cannot be said!” To be in a 
family is to have found a place where we can really be 
who we are. This is what family is all about. If someone 
is not able to express himself or herself inside the 
family, where else can that person go?

•	 It restored the synod to its proper place

This synod of bishops finally assumed its proper role 
in the post-Vatican II church. Pope Francis helped the 
church move towards synodality—where the laity and 
bishops discuss things, debate and resolve matters 
in order to help the Pope make decisions. The Pope 
as the head of the Church listens to his people. As 
Pope Francis declared: a synodal church is a listening 
church.

Isn’t this analogous to how families should function? 
Decision-making is a task that parents should never 
surrender, but only after consultation with other 
members of the family. Sad to say, many families in our 
contemporary times confuse their roles as parents and 
children. Authoritarian parents don’t see the value in 
listening to their children. Children for their part fail to 
listen to their parents anymore, either because they are 
absent or fail to be role models for them. Many of our 
young are left on their own without proper parental 
guidance. We need to restore to their proper places our 
roles in the family.

•	 Issues related to the family were discussed

The synod did not change church doctrine. Rather, it 
fostered an open exchange on various topics that affect 

What families
can learn
from the

Synod 
Fr. James Gascon, SJ
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the family today. Furthermore, it recognized that there 
are no identical issues that beset families. Each family, 
rooted in its own context, is unique. Thus, the synod 
calls for respect and care for every family that finds 
itself in these situations.

 Those are exactly what families need today:  respect 
and care. After all, it is not so much blood that ties a 
family together but the bonds of care and compassion 
that emanate from their respect of each other. Family 
issues need to be discussed squarely; each member 
ought to participate in drawing up solutions and 
responses.

•	 We were reminded to discern and accompany

Two words came up consistently in the synod 
documents: discernment and accompaniment. 
Discernment in Jesuit language is the prayerful process 
of decision-making, taking into consideration how God 
moves us and the context in which we find ourselves. 
In discernment we use both head and heart, mindful 
that our decisions can affect not only our person but 
others as well. The synod underscored the importance 
of discernment especially as regards complex matters 
about family life. It also emphasized the importance 
of accompaniment—of being with people, listening to 
them, and journeying with them.

A lot of families now have forgotten the value of 
discernment. We often solve problems, rush to 
decisions, and make impulsive choices without 
involving God in the process. What the family needs is 

a prayerful process of discernment that focuses on how 
God is present in one’s life, in the context of continued 
creation. This is how a family grows. Growing in 
discernment empowers the family to make life choices 
based on their relationship with God.

•	 The Pope spoke to the people

Finally, through the synod, the Pope gave us an 
important reminder. “The Church’s first duty is not 
to hand down condemnations but to proclaim God’s 
mercy.”

As a family, the key to growth is really mercy. But mercy 
is only possible when we have a common experience. 
As a family, we must focus more on what we share 
together, what is common in our experience. After all, 
what binds journeyers together is the common goal and 
experience. And this is what family is—a family starts 
with what is common.

To be a synod is to walk together. To be family is to 
walk together. The synod experience has modeled for 
each family the gifts that it needs to receive and put to 
good use: open discussion, sharing a common goal and 
experience, in an atmosphere of discernment, as they 
collectively walk together in the grace of faith.

This was originally delivered as a response to a talk of Cardinal 
Chito Tagle on the Synod on the Family last November 11 at the 
Church of Gesu, Ateneo de Manila.
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The Prayer 
of Listening

By Andy Otto

http://godinallthings.com/2015/04/06/the_prayer_of_listening

When I was a child I never understood when someone 
would tell me that I had to listen to God. No matter 
how hard I tried I could not hear any voice. Why did 

the characters in the bible hear God’s voice but I couldn’t? As I 
grew into a more mature spiritual life I discovered that God’s voice 
manifests in so many ways: in scripture, in other people, in my 
experiences, in my feelings, and in my gifts and talents.

In 1 Samuel 3 we hear the story of Samuel who hears a voice call 
out to him in the night. He mistakes it for Eli’s call and goes to Eli 
saying, “Here I am.” This happens two more times and eventually 
Eli realises that it is God who is calling Samuel. The scripture says 
that Samuel was not familiar with the Lord. He had not prayed 
before and he did not know anything about how God communicates. 
Eli tells Samuel that the next time he hears God call him he should 
respond, “Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.” Samuel’s first 
experience of prayer is listening.

For most of us, our first experience of prayer is speaking words. 
Growing up we are told to say our prayers. We learn specific prayers 
like the Lord’s Prayer or we are encouraged to ask God for this or 
that. Seldom are children encouraged to listen. Though Samuel was 
a child, he was encouraged to listen to God. It took a very long time 
for me to learn how to listen to God, but I wonder if it would have 
come earlier had I been taught how to listen in prayer as a child.

I would say that the First Commandment of Ignatian prayer 
is to listen. We would call it contemplation. It involves listening 
to our reality through our senses—this is the basis of the Examen. 
When we imagine a gospel passage unfold in our minds we first 
observe what happens before we start interacting. We observe Jesus’ 
actions. We listen to what Jesus says to his disciples. We hear a 
conversation. And then, slowly, we notice what happens within 
us. Only once we listen and receive from God can we respond to 
God. And when we do respond, we must then again pay attention 
and listen. Eventually this listening and responding and listening 
becomes a conversation, a colloquy.

Prayerful listening occurs in the everyday, too. Keep a lookout for 
God through your day. Ask yourself questions like these: Where did 
God appear this week? What have I learned about myself and God 
through this experience? What set my heart on fire? What are the 
deep desires within me? What am I longing for? How does God 
feel when God looks upon me? What does God desire for me?

One of the best ways to listen to God is through the daily Examen. 
Another way to learn how to listen is through spiritual direction. A 
spiritual director can companion you in your journey with God. He 
or she can assist in helping you notice the ways in which God has 
been speaking to you or working in your life.
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If you’re reading this, you lived to see 2016. This is no 
small matter! Your life makes a difference in the universe, 
whether or not you embrace your God-given power. May 
this prayer accompany your initial steps into the future.

God of all time, 
help us enter the New Year quietly, 
thoughtful of who we are to ourselves and to others, 
mindful that our steps make an impact 
and our words carry power. 
May we walk gently. 
May we speak only after we have listened well.

Creator of all life, 
help us enter the New Year reverently, 

How to Enter the New Year
Posted on 04 January 2016 by Vinita Hampton Wright

aware that you have endowed 
every creature and plant, every person and habitat 
with beauty and purpose. 
May we regard the world with tenderness. 
May we honor rather than destroy.

Lover of all souls, 
help us enter the New Year joyfully, 
willing to laugh and dance and dream, 
remembering our many gifts with thanks 
and looking forward to blessings yet to come. 
May we welcome your lavish love. 
May we cast off the small, vindictive god our fears have 
made.

May the grace and peace of Christ bless you now and in the 
days ahead.
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“Merry Christmas, everybody,” 
the priest began the midnight Christmas 
Mass. “Tonight, let us remember the long 
journey of Mary, Joseph, and the Baby 
Jesus. Let us remember how it felt to be 
the Baby Jesus – after having journeyed 
far and long, only to feel rejected, lost, 
unwanted, alone.” Sitting by myself, 
attending Christmas Mass alone for the 
first time in my life, I try to stop my tears 
but they fall anyway; I have never in my 
life related to the Baby Jesus so much. 
It was officially Christmas and I had 
nowhere to go but home, to an empty flat 
with no people, no Noche Buena, and no 
hint of Christmas spirit. I bite my lip in an 
attempt to stop myself from crying but fail. 
“Ginusto mo ‘to,” I whisper to myself, like 
the many other times I have when I felt 
lonely or questioned my decision to move 
to Sydney. “You are incredibly blessed to 
be struggling.”

Five months ago, I packed 30 
kilograms of my life into a suitcase 
(admittedly packing a little more into my 
parents’ suitcases, as well) and moved 
to Australia, thousands of miles and 
two hours’ time difference away from 
everyone and everything I knew and 
loved, to pursue my Master’s degree. 
Needless to say, the last few months 
have been some of the most difficult, 
yet equally amazing months of my life. 
Celebrating Christmas alone this year has 
given me time and a reason for reflection. 
Below are my Top 5 to carry into 2016:

Sometimes you have to get 
lost to find your way. Harder than 
packing my life into a suitcase and 
moving thousands of miles away, I must 
say, was having to learn a completely 

different way of life with no one to guide 
me. In less than a month, I went from 
having to convert every price from AUD 
to PHP in my head to having a feel 
for what is cheap, expensive, and can 
be bought on sale. I went from being 
completely helpless with the public 
transport system to getting around via 
bus, train, and ferry. Quite a few times I 
found myself wondering where I was or 
how I would get home, but I soon realized 
that perhaps, getting lost was part of the 
experience. Getting lost not only gives 
you the confidence to try again, but the 
unexpected chance of seeing places you 
had never intended to see.

Gratitude changes you. When 
I realized that moving would soon be 
a reality, I thought of all the things I 
anticipated would be most difficult: having 
to find new friends, surviving Accounting 
and Finance in grad school, budgeting, 
commuting – I assumed that I at least had 
the basic skills of cooking, cleaning, and 
operating a washing machine down, so I 
would be okay at home.

One week into living alone, my 
tired arms, aching back, and absolute 
exhaustion told me that I was wrong. 
Aside from the things I had anticipated 
would be difficult actually really being 
difficult (Accounting and Finance topping 
the list), I realized that I had been naïve 
to think that the “house basics” would be 
the easiest. They in fact, turned out to be 
the most time-consuming and energy-
draining. One week into vacuuming my 
carpet, scrubbing my toilet and bathroom 
floors, doing my laundry, changing my 
sheets, cleaning the kitchen, cooking, 
washing dishes, and the like, I Skyped 
with our helpers to say, “Thank you.” (I 

may or may not have asked one of our 
helpers to ship herself to Australia to live 
with me – I said she could even have my 
bed and I’d stay on the floor, as long as 
she came), but I called because I really 
needed to say thank you. Maintaining a 
flat for the last five months has been the 
most humbling experience as it has made 
me realize how much time, energy, and 
most especially love, goes into making 
a house a home. My respect for our 
helpers, for housewives and mothers, has 
never been greater.

Make the most out of the 
opportunity. My dad often asks me, 
“Nag-aaral ka ba talaga?” The answer is 
almost always a defensive, “Of course,” 
but who can blame him? Every other 
photo I send my parents on our Viber 
group is of me doing anything but – 
walking by the beach, making friends with 
wildlife, trekking through the mountains, 
swimming with sharks – yes, grades are 
important, but if there’s anything I’ve 
learned from my dad, it’s the importance 
of enjoying the journey and living every 
moment.

Invest in your relationships. 
Moving away from everyone and 
everything I know and love was a gigantic 
leap of faith. Would I be homesick? 
Would I make friends? Would I forever 
be a loner and regret this decision for the 
rest of my life? “Bahala ka na, Lord,” I told 
Him.

Moving to another country came with 
the bonus of deepening my relationships 
with my parents, my boyfriend, and my 
friends back home, settling in Sydney 
provided me with a chance to reconnect 
with old friends from my childhood and 

Blessed Struggle
Carline G. Chua Chiaco

Magis Youth - John BCGG
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to make new ones from all over the 
world, and the time difference allowed 
me to become closer to friends who’ve 
moved abroad. It’s incredibly ironic, 
but moving away somehow brought 
me closer to everyone – and it is these 
relationships, these friendships, that 
gave me strength all those times when 
I felt too tired, too lost, all too ready to 
give up.

Perspective matters. “Ginusto 
mo ‘to,” I found myself saying 
whenever I would give myself pep 
talks, “You are incredibly blessed to be 
struggling.”

Sometimes it’s easy to get lost in 
the moment and get caught up in our 
emotions. It’s times like those that we 
have to make a conscious effort to 
remind ourselves that what we have 
and are taking for granted, someone is 
praying for.

Moving to another country is 
just like moving into another chapter 
of our lives. It can be scary, difficult, 
frustrating, disheartening. But if we just 
remember that sometimes we have to 
get lost to find our way, we’ll have the 
confidence to keep taking chances; 
if we remember to be grateful, we’ll 
be humbled and learn to count our 
blessings; if we challenge ourselves 
to make the most of every opportunity, 
we’ll learn to live, love, and laugh, and 
not to merely exist; if we invest in our 
relationships, we’ll realize that we can 
never do it alone – and that we never 

have to. Last but not least, if we 
realize that perspective matters, 
that happiness is a choice, we will 
begin to realize that there can be 
beauty even in pain, light even 
in darkness, extraordinary in the 
mundane.

So whatever 2016 throws 
at you, be it family, relationship, 
spiritual, financial, career, or 
personal problems, know this 
liberating truth: God is in control. 
Regardless of how much you’ve 
planned for your life, He is the 
ultimate planner. Know that He 
knows what is best for us, that He 
wants only the best for us, and 
that at the end of the day, through 
all of life’s trials and triumphs, His 
plans will always be better than 
the ones we have for ourselves. All 
we need to do is have faith.

The next time you find 
yourself in a time of difficulty, 
hardship, or doubt, remember this: 
You are incredibly blessed to be 
struggling, because that means 
you are alive. Have faith in what 
God has in store for you; His 
plans may not be what you had 
intended, but I can assure you that 
they will be beautiful beyond your 
understanding.

“For surely I know the plans 
I have for you,” says the Lord, 
“plans for your welfare and not 
for harm, to give you a future 
with hope.” Jeremiah 29:11

For the fruit of  all creation,
thanks be to God.
For gifts bestowed on every nation,
thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth’s safekeeping,
thanks be to God.

In the just reward of  labor,
God’s will is done.
In the help we give our neighbor,
God’s will is done.
In our worldwide task of  caring
for the hungry and despairing,
in the harvests we are sharing,
God’s will is done.

For the harvests of  the Spirit,
thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit,
thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us,
for the truths that still confound us,
most of  all that love has found us,
thanks be to God.
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I jump-started on my goal setting ac-
tivity for 2016 several weeks ahead and 
I practically completed the activity by 
Christmas time.

My annual goal setting – normally 
scheduled on January 1 – always starts 
with a reflection of the past year. I can 
easily summarize what happened during 
the year 2015 as about gratitude and clar-
ity.

______________

Our family went on vacation for 
Christmas. In contrast to our previous 
clockwork style of vacation with schedules 
to be followed, exact wake-up times and 
strict adherence to a previously published 
itinerary, we did it on the fly.

We had a list of things to do, places 
to visit and a rough schedule of each day. 
We went with the flow and proceeded with 
our day’s activity as we woke up. From 

On clarity of mind 
and purpose

Rey Mella, Cana BCGG
 Spiritual Tidbits and Humor

there, we adjusted our times and sched-
ules. As they say it, I went with the flow.

During these “slow” days of our Christ-
mas vacation, I found several opportuni-
ties for moments of reflection. In various 
occasions of being relaxed, quiet, being 
prayerful, I thought that God found me.

God does come to me when I am qui-
et, prayerful and in solitude, when I stay 
out of my busyness and action-packed 
days. He allowed me to appreciate the 
“slow” days of our vacation and He spoke 
to me and gave me a clear mind.

______________

I have always believed that clarity of 
mind is a gift from the Holy Spirit. Every 
month, I make a presentation and speak 
to our leaders in our factory. When I wake 
up on the morning of that day, I always ask 
the Holy Spirit to come, to guide and give 
me the words to say so I am inspiring to 
my team. Always, I, with the Holy Spirit, 
deliver.

It must have been the same during 
our Christmas vacation and even through-
out 2015. I was given that clarity of mind to 
define and/or solidify my future plans and 
actions both at work and in my personal 
life. That clarity led me to very high levels 
of productivity and output during the year. 
And during the vacation, that same clar-
ity allowed me to fully appreciate all the 
blessings I have received and enjoyed. 

______________

The unfolding of Your words gives 
light; It gives understanding to the simple.

-- Psalm 119:130
______________

My reflection on the morning of De-
cember 29, the day after we arrived from 
our 6-day, 5-night vacation in Baguio:

Thank you Lord for the beautiful vaca-
tion in Baguio. Thank you for allowing me 
to stay focused on my family’s agenda and 
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their enjoyment rather than on my agenda 
and on my happiness. Thank you for the 
three masses there – one in St. Joseph’s 
and two at the cathedral. Thank you for the 
trekking and walling and strolling and pic-
nics in Camp John Hay.

Thank you for the peace and clarity of 
mind. 

Thank you for coming to me when I 
needed you.

______________

It must have been one of those 
stressful days last month. The reading for 
the day was Matthew 11:28 - “Come to 
me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. For my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light.”

It was a beautiful gospel passage and 
one that was just perfectly appropriate for 
me on that day. My reflection also brought 
me memories from my past when I lived 
in Baguio.

In 1976, I was a member of a group of 
Methodist singers lead by my cousins, the 
Granadosin brothers. My aunt, Socorro 
Mella, married Paul Granadosin, who later 

became bishop of the United Methodist 
Church. They had six boys – Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Charles, Steve and Ed-
ward. All 6 boys were great singers and 
talented in music. They still are.

During my studies in college in Ba-
guio, I stayed with them on weekends. By 
virtue of my being a cousin, even without 
talent, I became a shoo-in member of the 
singing group that they organized – the 
Rhymes and Rhythms. I was the only 
Catholic in the group.

At one time, we were the front act of a 
Basil Valdez concert in the Cultural Center 
of the Philippines, where we sang 3 to 4 
songs, mostly Burt Bacharach songs. In 
my lifetime, that would count as the only 
highlight in my failed singing career.

Three years later, Basil Valdez sang 
one of the most beautiful songs I’ve ever 
heard in my life at that time. Cecile Azar-
con, who wrote and composed the song, 
Lift Up Your Hands, which Basil sang, must 
have been inspired by Matthew 11:28-30.

During some of the most difficult times 
in my life, both the song and the lyrics of 
the song, would also inspire me no end 
and give me some peace of mind.

______________

Also not to be forgotten in my stay 
in Baguio is my experience of the early 
Sunday morning prayers, when Bishop 
Paul led the family prayer and practically 
role-modeled to us, to me, how to pray. It 
must have been more than just his being 
so articulate in both English and Tagalog, 
but also his prayerfulness and reverence 
to God. That experience never left me.

______________

“In the attitude of silence the soul 
finds the path in a clearer light, and what 
is elusive and deceptive resolves itself into 
crystal clearness.”

-- Mahatma Gandhi
______________

This is a timely reminder as I worry 
about the future and about my retirement. 
I believe I now have enough.

“Grant, O Lord, that I may be free from 
greed and selfishness.

Remind me that the best things in life 
are free.

Love, laughter, caring and sharing.”
______________

“Doing what you love is the corner-
stone of having abundance in your life.” 

– Wayne Dyer
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On clarity of mind 
and purpose

 Musical Notes

Leslie B. Gatchalian. Psalm 98 BCGG

Aftermath

Time does not only fly. It zooms when you have a lot in 
your hands. Then, too, time can be overbearing and over-
staying when you want something out of your way soon. 
This thought led me to think of the incarcerated people in 
many areas of the world, in war-torn countries and in the 
National Bilibid Prison where the choir had an outreach and 
helped facilitate a retreat during the advent season.

How long is a minute to those sentenced to prison for 
a whole lifetime? It must be like eternity! Just the thought 
of being in prison for the rest of one’s life can perhaps an-
nihilate a person. They probably have a shorter lifespan 
not only because of the conditions but the depression that 
may set in. Where can they find hope? The thought simply 
breaks my heart. Yes, there may be some who need to be 
weeded from society but there too are those who seek and 
wait for justice. They can be easily forgotten. For them, the 
few visits, the little contact with family and friends and mini-
mal interactions are small but very much welcome dots. “It 
is always nice to have a visitor,” I heard one say before and 
I cannot put to words the heart-piercing way it was said.

Long boring talks, social obligations, awkward mo-
ments and other situations that one wants to escape are 
small prisons that we encounter in our daily life. Come New 
Year’s eve, some try to get out of these “confinements” by 
filling their tables with food in the hope that the coming year 
will not find them imprisoned by want. A good number de-
ploy fireworks to chase away all that is not good around 
them.

However, the fireworks last only a few minutes and 
the endorphin rush that goes with it lasts perhaps only a 
few days. If you reveled too long or stuffed yourself with so 
much food and drink to ensure you don’t get hungry during 
the year, you may need an unexpected trip to your doctor! 

Then we realize we are still where we are but this time, 
facing the aftermath of the previous night’s revelry, eating 
paksiw na lechon and other fancily prepared leftovers, or 
sweeping the mess from the fireworks. The monthly bills 
will still arrive, and there’s concern these might be bigger 
than usual because of the season. Your pimple and other 
concerns have not left you!

But Christmas and the New Year are constant year-
ly reminders, to give, to share as in the First Christmas 
brought to us through the Holy Family; a joyful reassurance 

of God’s love for us; that a greater and more meaningful 
Christmas - the Final Christmas Day - awaits those who 
believe and are steadfast.

As posted in the Magis Deo Chorale’s Facebook page, 
“Christmas Day has come and gone. No fret if it found you 
asleep. On earth, Christmas Day is celebrated yearly. By 
September next year, you can start to frenzy again, much 
like the rest of Christianity on how to celebrate the much 
awaited day. Maybe, it is in consonance with our waiting for 
the final coming of Jesus.

Until we meet again with our Savior on that Final 
Christmas Day, we try to emulate how possibly it could be. 
Joy, peace, happiness altogether wrapped in one unimagi-
nable Glory that is God, The Almighty.”

May the First Christmas Day will bring us all to that Fi-
nal Christmas Day, all awake for a glorious aftermath with 
God, The Father in Heaven.

Thanking God for this happiness of  being  with most of 
my family this Christmas season.
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NewsBits  /  Announce- Prose and Poetry
Chacho Angeles, Thessalonians BCGG

CONTINUING HOPE…
23 -31 Dec 2015

Father,
As the year comes to a close
And a new one is breaking,
I get antsy, with a healthy dose
Of expectant anxiety, recalling
Not only my recent living,
But all those years gone by.
And excitement also,
Keenly anticipating what
Is yet to come.

In my unfolding, I took solace 
In reading books by thinkers, writers
Whom I call the unpronounceables.
Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, de Chardin,
Freire, Le Carré, Saint-Exupéry,
Socrates, Homer, Sophocles, Plato.
But in the end I felt that I face
Half-empty plates with half-eaten
Food in a consummated feast,
That I too am filled and edified 
But also mostly indigested.

Over the years I accumulated:
Trophies – that I can throw away,
Consign to the dustbin of forgetting.
Some wealth – that I can all spend,
Lost in the bowels of the insatiable.
And fame – of which I have none.
Relationships – ah, I am as conflicted
And as confused as these things go,
But nevertheless are more enduring 
Than what pass through my pockets.

This excitement continued during
My enduring, like feeling the rush
Of the wind on my face,
As when riding a big bike, 
Changing direction by leaning left 
Or right, changing my center of gravity, 
Not too much, not too little,
Or I will fall down. Giving me
The impression that I had
A full life so far. But did I really? 
I do not know, but I am sure
That life is now a part of me. 

But my center of gravity has began
To shift towards something that
I cannot define, towards something 

With permanence, towards something 
That will please a mind that is
Fond of contradiction and synthesis,
Towards Someone who loves me in
More ways than I can imagine.
And makes my life more exciting!

As I reflected this past Christmas 
On the two Gospel accounts of 
Your birth, Matthew and Luke, 
I noticed that they were written 
In very different moods and tones.
Matthew’s is dark, menacing, deadly,
Luke’s is an idyllic and glorious telling.
Both present Your ever-present love.

Like the sunlight? It is invisible but 
Yet it lets us see and enjoy things. 
And one sees it only when it touches
Things: like a rock, a flower, a hand.
I take this for granted, a part of my life,
But a toddler’s young mind is amazed
And looks with wonder at her hand 
When it is illumined by Sunlight! 
And behind her hand is a shadow,
Dark, ominous, following her around,
And she cannot seem to shake it off,
Until she is in shadow too. 
Amazing to her young mind!
The light and the dark sides of Love?

Now as I pray, I lay my cards on the 
Table, sometimes intended, sometimes not, 
As offering, reparation, and preparation,
For that very important meeting with You.
The weapons of war, the darkness of my soul,
The benefits, blessings, deserved, undeserved,
The digging and search for that elusive ember 
Of my origin, sustenance and destination,
My loves, my joys, my pains and hurts.
And as I sweep them all off the table, an altar
To make, there always remain at least one
Of any suit or color, to help me in my talk 
With You, the absent and silent One.

As I go down to the depths of my heart and soul,
With faith, reflection and meditation, I hope
My heart will know what my mind could not.
A hope that fills me this season of joy,
When remembering Your son’s birth,
A hope sustained by a new year dawning,
A hope that is anchored on the love
That brought me my beginning,
And the love that awaits me
At my journey’s ending!
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Calendar of Activities:  January - March 2016
January Venue Contacts / Sponsors
09 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Central Sector, Pastoral Council
 Topic: Year of Mercy Guadalupe, Makati City Easter, Psalm 46-Samaritans
   3rd Floor, Multipurpose Hall
16 Sat Council Meeting     9 am - 12 noon Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg.  Magis Deo 426-7191
23 Sat Shepherds’ General Assembly Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Rufo Dacanay 0917-810-1030
 8 am to 3 pm  Louren Dacanay 0917-810-0308
30-31 MEW Workshop Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Cesar Pareja 0908-865-3563
    Marivic Pareja 0918-979-7576
February
06 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center South Sector
   Guadalupe, Makati City
   3rd Floor, Multipurpose Hall
18 Thu Council Meeting       7 pm - 10 pm Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
March
5 Sat  Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center North Sector
 (Lenten Recollection) Guadalupe, Makati City 
   3rd Floor, Multipurpose Hall 
12 Sat Council Meeting        9 am - 12 noon Magis Office, 2/F Annex, CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191

January Birthday Celebrants
2 Kit dela Peña Exodus
2 Yas Punzalan Easter
3 TJ Pestaño ME Class 118
4 Charm Ang Tala
4 Emma Bautista ME Class 121
4 Kleng Cobico Thessalonians
5 Glo Bisquera Agnus Dei
5 Dennis Plaza Easter
5 Conching Punongbayan St. Peter
7 Luz Gascon Francis
9 Djarn Pestaño Sirach
9 Mila Sison Corinthians
10 Arlon Reyes ME Class 116
13 Cesar Sangalang Psalm 46-Samaritans
15 Seiko Yaneza Thessalonians
16 Mars Espiritu ME Class 120
16 Manny Martin Tala
16 Blossom Romero ME Class 119
16 Goody Vargas Agnus Dei
17 Og Cadayona Prodigal 102
18 Ruby Pizarro Corinthians
23 Sol Macalalad Mt. Olivet
24 JC San Juan ME Class 120
24 Tony Vistan Psalm 46-Samaritans
25 Marlene Monterona Psalm 98
25 Art Vargas Easter
26 Rostum Parayno Psalm 98
27 Bert Castro Easter
28 Cecille Cipres ME Class 119
29 Elaine Lariosa ME Class 114
30 Tess del Rosario St. Peter
31 Mon Umali Magnificat

January Wedding Anniversaries
1 Charley & Jay Ng Sy Agnus Dei
1 George+ & Joy Uy-Tioco Sirach
2 Zaro & Levy Pingol ME Class 114
3 Caloy & Charm Ang Tala
5 Mark & Karen Madrid John
5 Nilo & Marilu Sta. Maria Magnificat
8 Rudy & Bib de Guzman Archangel Gabriel
8 Mike & Nessa Santos Prodigal 102
9 Jun & Mila Sison Corinthians
10 Eli & Edith Prieto Genesis of David
12 Ricky & Shari Consulta Mustard Seed
13 Lilit & Abby Tumbocon John
14 Og & Bem Cadayona Prodigal 102

14 Vic & Bebot Hurna Mustard Seed
14 Carlo & Andrea Santos ME Class 113
14 Ricky & Gi Valencia Easter
15 Danny & Lille Collado Song of Ruth
18 Rei & Marlene Monterona Psalm 98
19 Joel & Jang Estrada Mt. Olivet
19 Etoy & Anna Pili Mt. Olivet
22 Monchito & Tina Mossesgeld Cana
23 Flor & Mely Peralta Exodus
24 Terry & Virgie Abella Mustard Seed
24 Francis & San Pua ME Class 114
25 Efren & Percy Castañarez Agnus Dei
25 Paul & Rose Marigomen St. Peter
27 Roi & Jenny Palencia Tala
27 Miles & Evelyn San Pedro Cana
28 Boy & Kit Dela Pena Exodus
28 Eddie & Conching Punongbayan St. Peter

Birthdays - First 10 days of  February
1 Helen Chua Sirach
2 Mark Madrid John
4 Anna Pili Mt. Olivet
5 Levy Pingol ME Class 114
5 Arlyn Tabilog James, Brother of John
7 RR Biong ME Class 119
9 Ferdie Joson Sirach

Wedding Anniversaries - First 10 days of February
3 Ray & Ging de Guzman John
6 JC & Janika Labre ME Class 120
7 Uriel & Yella Castillo Archangel Gabriel
8 Benz & Vina Dimanalata Francis
10 Danny & Charito Dimayuga Sirach
10 Frank & Fe+ Reyes Psalm 98
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