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TED & Youth Talk
This year the youth-sponsored Com-

cel provided an opportunity for the young 
members of Magis Deo to express their 
concerns as individuals, members of fam-
ily, as well as of society. The discussions 
were exciting and conducted through a 
panel discussion with interaction from the 
audience. 

TED & Youth Talk was the theme for 
the evening led by Fr. Ted Gonzales, SJ 
who was assisted in the forum by Paul 
Puthenpurekal and coordinated by Youth 
Ministry council overseers Jojo and Rhea 
Gaddi. The youth panel of speakers (and 
their topics), was comprised of Erika Cruz 
(ACADS – issues as a student), Dan Pu-
thenpurekal (Effects of Social Media), Jan 
de Leon (Problems as an Individual), Ja-
nais Aldeguer (Being out of Place), and 
Joaquin Aldeguer (Drugs and Alcohol Is-
sues).

The young panelists did an excellent 
task of highlighting issues that surround 
them particularly on coping with peer pres-
sures that can lead to indulgence in drugs 
and alcohol, or over-adaptation to tech-
nology leading to underdevelopment of 
social skills or compromising on time for 
academic and personal growth. Other is-
sues, lack of parental interaction or time to 
be together as a family, pressure to per-
form in school, spiritual and social isolation 
leading to depression and anxiety, were 
discussed by the youth.

Fr. Ted, who led the interactive panel 
discussion, is a well-experienced coach 
and conductor of several ongoing forums 
and retreats for similar themes. He sum-
marized the talks and discussions as fol-
lows: 

“Listening to the concerns of our teens 
during the TEEN TALK FORUM last May 
7, 2016, I summarize what they tried to 
say in my own words in 4C’s: COMMUNI-
CATION, CONSCIENCE, CONFIDENCE, 
and CONSEQUENCES. When asked by a 
parent if dialogue with parents helps, they 
said dialogue (COMMUNICATION) is well-

appreciated. COMMUNICATION is the 
bridge for the whole family to reach one 
another, to stay in touch. Smartphones, 
hopefully, can facilitate COMMUNICA-
TION. We hope and pray COMMUNICA-
TION continues to bind the family together. 

Second, our young people expressed 
the need for reasonable rules when ask-
ing for permission to go out and be with 
friends. CONSCIENCE is important for 
guidance and leading the young to the 
right road. The parents want their children 
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 Editorial

Adapted by JSU for the
Magis Newsletter

From Ascension to Pentecost:
A Reflection on the Ascension

Readings: 1 John 4:11-16, John 17:11-19

There are very few statues or 
sculptures of our Lord’s Ascension. It’s always 
difficult to convey movement in a statue. How 
on earth do you depict Jesus going up into the 
heavens? Painters certainly show it as a stately 
and seemly movement – so the sculptor cannot 
show hair or clothes being ruffled by high 
speed, upward travel. How, then is movement 
to be expressed?

A number of churches have tried to rise 
to this artistic challenge. One congregation has 
commissioned a vast helium balloon of Jesus 
in a cloud. The Shrine Church at Walsingham, 
England, adopts a different approach. Its 
Chapel of the Ascension has a cloud sculpted 
into its roof, with two feet sticking out.

However, when a person first sees the 
Chapel roof, his reaction more often than not is 
to collapse in fits of giggles. Because sculpture 
cannot easily convey movement, there is an 
unfortunate ambiguity: It isn’t entirely clear 
whether the feet are on their way up or down. 
It looks as if the ceiling has fallen in, and 
someone’s feet are now dangling through the 
roof.

But once you’ve got over its unintended 
comedy, the sculpture conveys some 
fundamental truths about the nature of the 
Ascension.

For it shows us who and what has gone, 
without telling us precisely where he has gone. 
We know who has gone: Jesus, our crucified 
and risen Lord. In this sculpture, the feet bear 
the wounds of the cross. We know what has 
gone: Christ’s physical body. In the Easter 
season the Gospels have been emphasizing 
over and over again the physicality of Christ’s 
resurrection. Our risen Lord is not simply some 
spirit who has shuffled off his mortal body. In 
the resurrection God did not abandon our 
physicality – he rescues it from death.

So we know who and what has gone – but 
where exactly has our ascended Lord gone? 
Christians disagree on whether the story of 
the Ascension should be taken literally. But 
even if we take it completely literally, we 
cannot imagine that Jesus’ body continued 
to ascend on the other side of the cloud. The 
Gospel reading makes that clear: Jesus tells his 
disciples he is going back to the Father, not on 
an extended voyage into outer space.

That’s what is good about the Chapel of 
the Ascension at Walsingham. We only see 
the feet. When we think about what lies on 
the other side of the cloud, words and images 
begin to fail, and so they should.

The Christian faith is that human 
beings have a physical and spiritual future. 
Our story does not end with death, and its 
continuation is not merely about some kind 
of half-life in a world of ghostly shadows. Our 
story – our whole being – is taken into God; the 
God who holds the world in being, but whose 
presence in this world is obscured by sin and 
death. 

The Bible is somewhat reticent about 
what this future will be like. It is of necessity 
a mystery, because our future with God is 
beyond human understanding.

That shouldn’t surprise or trouble us. As 
one writer has put it, life is not simply puzzle to 
be solved, but a mystery to be experienced, a 
gift to be lived.

The Letter to the Hebrews talks of Jesus as 
the “pioneer of our salvation.” A pioneer leads 
the way through uncharted territory. Jesus, 
who lives the life we ought to have lived, and 
dies the death we ought to have died, shows 
us that there is a hope beyond the grave. In his 
resurrection, we see that our personality and 
our physicality have a future.

These glimpses of the future are given 
so that we might have the confidence to live 
with love and courage here and now. As St. 
Luke recounts the Ascension, angelic figures 
ask the disciples “Why do you stand looking at 
the clouds?” And in the story of the Ascension, 
Jesus speaks of his disciples not being of the 
world, but being sent into the world – sent 
to proclaim and embody the love that flows 
within the heart of God. No one has ever seen 
God; if we love one another, God abides in us 
and his love is perfected in us because he has 
given us his own Spirit.

This is a good reminder – that the hope 
of an eternal future with God does not leave 
us gazing fondly into the heavens. Rather, 
God calls us to be inspired by that hope, and 
sends us the Holy Spirit, that Christ may be 
made present here and now. We are called 
to believe in life before death as well as 
afterwards.

In the Eucharist, we are both comforted 
and exalted. We are lifted to glimpse 
something of our glorious future in Christ. It 
is a future in growing communion with God 
and all his children – those we see here, and 
those from whom we are now divided by 
distance or by death. And this foretaste, this 
glimpse of glory, is not given to distract us from 
our earthly pilgrimage. Rather, it gives that 
pilgrimage its direction, its confidence and its 
power.
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 Council Corner

Lito Gonzales
Council  /  James,

Brother of John BCGG

2. Wider participation, including the ME 
graduates.

3. More BCGG and ME level outreach 
projects, but coordinated with the 
Council or appropriate Committee. 
(Several others also wish for more 
outreach activities in which they can 
be involved.)

4. More resolute commitment not only 
from the guide couples but from the 
general membership.

5. The realization of our dream to-have 
a Retreat House of our own (5 others 
made this same comment. For the 
moment, however, the Retreat House 
project is temporarily shelved.)

6. More committed couples (More than 
a dozen members made this same 
answer).

7. More fresh faces... Am tired of the old 
ones! (A number expressed the same 
wish, to see more new faces).

8. More workers. We have more than 
enough thinkers, planners and 
strategists. But not enough workers.

9. Plan ahead all activities for the whole 
year. Synchronize everything.

10. Tap all talents/resources of community 
members.

11. There be oneness in spirit.
12. More outreach programs. We should 

be real “contemplatives in action.”
13. Fr. Tanseco to continue his teachings 

regularly. We learn so much from him. 
(Several made this same comment).

14. Let’s have more activities to involve 
more family members, like sports, 
socials, special seminars, etc.

15. Focus more programs/activities on 
“couple needs.”

16. Dynamic leadership.
17. More value-formation programs like 

the CFLSS.
18. The Council and Guide Group should 

review the accomplishments in 1991. 
Determine what programs/activities 
were-most effective. Find out which 
ones were least effective. And plan for 
1992 accordingly.

19. To inspire everyone to live up to the 
vision of Magis Deo – living a life of 
Sharing, Service, Stewardship, and 
Simplicity (Emphasis on Simplicity!).

20. More non-elitist members and more 
visible simplicity.

21. More spiritual growth among the 
members. (A wish shared by many.)

22. That the community will be doing more 
for Deo and Deo doing more for the 
community.

23. More members, not just from the 
middle and upper classes, but from all 
walks of life.

24. Magis taking a more active role in the 
1992 elections.

Please spend time to read, reflect 
and contemplate on all the issues written 
in the article and tell us your reactions.

Yes, we need to talk.
The new name of LOVE is dialogue.

We need to talk.
One of the items discussed during 

the pastoral council’s meetings in April 
and May, pertain to issues, problems, etc., 
the community is faced with. All these 
sound troubling such that a workshop was 
scheduled May 21 to brainstorm and try to 
find solutions to:

•	 increase members’ commitments
•	 encourage participation in 

community activities
•	 enhance attendance in formation 

programs
•	 open discussion of all other 

issues.
As you know by now, said meeting 

was canceled due to “lack of participants.”

We need to talk.
All these, brought back to mind a 

survey done in 1991 and published in the 
January-February 1992 issue of the Magis 
Newsletter. The page covering the survey 
and the responses from the Pastoral 
Council at that time is reproduced below:

Survey: Magis Deo in 1992

In December 1991, we posed the 
following question – WHAT do you wish 
to see happen in our Magis Community in 
1992? It is only now that we are able to 
publish some of the answers we got.

1. New blood/new faces among  (a) our 
Council and Guide Couples, (b) the 
Committees,

We need 
to talk
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07 May 2016 Community Celebration

(especially the young) to be safe from 
harm, sickness and unnecessary tempta-
tions. 

Third, the overall aim for the parents 
for the young is to build CONFIDENCE. 
We pray and hope that the young will ma-
ture to be independent and make good 
choices. 

Lastly, how do we know the pulse of 
the family? Like in the Holy Scriptures (Bi-
ble), we will know the good tree by its fruits 
(CONSEQUENCES). Hopefully, the par-
ents, the teens and the whole family learn 

to discern the good Spirit (love, generosity, 
forgiveness, and unity) from the bad Spirit 
(divisiveness, hatred, envy, jealousy, and 
selfishness). We hope and pray that COM-
MUNICATION, CONSCIENCE, CONFI-
DENCE and CONSEQUENCES will be-
gin and end, founded and principled, and 
CENTERED in CHRIST.”

It was a great opportunity for the 
young minds of Magis Deo to expound on 
and comprehend the issues that surround 
their lives today. And for the parents, it was 
an opportunity parents to reflect on how to 
understand the youth better, and perhaps 
jointly address these issues on an individ-
ual, family and community level. Strength-
ening the Youth Ministry and supporting 
our young members to flourish and grow in 

TED & Youth...
Continued from page 1

the values of Magis Deo should definitely 
be one of the focused and strongly sup-
ported goals of the community.

Marnette Puthenpurekal
Easter BCGG
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Up and Down
07 May 2016

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

Indeed, what an all-loving Triune God 
we are blessed with. God as Father 
who created the whole universe. God 
as Son who came to be one among 

us, suffered, was crucified, and resurrected 
for us; and God as Holy Spirit, who is now 
our constant loving companion. Today, we 
celebrate our Lord Jesus’ Ascension into 
heaven, and at the same time the commit-
ment of the Holy Spirit’s presence within 
us, his disciples, all the way to the end of 
time. “But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth” (Acts 1:8). Thus, this is addressed 
not only to the original apostles, but to all 
his disciples who will carry his mission till 
the end of time. This includes you and me. 
What a tremendous privilege as well as re-
sponsibility.

As Pope Francis recently expressed: 
“Jesus has no house, because his house 
is the people, it is we who are his dwell-
ing place, his mission is to open God’s 
doors to all, to be the presence of God’s 
love.” Thus, the Holy Spirit is not up, up 
there in heaven, but down, down here with 
us, guiding us to live by God’s love and 
to preach the Gospel to the whole world. 
Through Christ’s Ascension into heaven, 
God does not leave the world on earth un-
cared for. The Holy Spirit of love is down 
here with us, in all and for all. God’s loving 
presence is both in heaven and on earth.

The loving power of the Holy Spirit 
is really amazing. Take this couple mar-
ried for 10 years with two children. They 
were deeply in love with each other when 
they got married. But after living together 
for some time, they realized how differ-
ent their psycho-emotional personalities 
were. The wife was quite demanding and 

controlling, whereas the husband was 
simply passive and inattentive. The more 
the wife expressed her dominating ways, 
the more the husband would express his 
unemotional, ignoring ways. They would 
often end up quarrelling, with a growing 
mutual desire to separate. Until one day, 
a close friend proposed to bring them to 
a professional marriage counselor. They 
both agreed, to give their marriage a last 
chance.

The psycho-emotional issues of the 
marital relationship were given initial at-
tention, and the process of marital coun-
seling moved forward with initial success. 
At a certain point, the counselor opened 
the door of integrating the psychological 
and the spiritual. Both husband and wife 
were believers in God, but they were ig-
noring this in connection with their rela-
tional problems. The counselor asked 
them both to quiet down, close their eyes, 
and start becoming aware that what they 
were breathing in and out was not just air, 
but the very breath of life, and where life 
is, there God’s presence is, for God is the 
very author and source of life! Each one 
was breathing the Holy Spirit, no less.

The counselor led them then to slow-
ly open their eyes but to continue being 
aware of the Holy Spirit within each one of 
them as the counselor proceeded with the 
counseling process, especially with mutu-
al empathy in God’s presence. What a dif-
ference this made in the following process 
of counseling with the couple. Indeed, the 
power of the psycho-spiritual approach in 
professional counseling is amazing. Each 
spouse was able to set aside one’s ego, 
and reach out to the needs of the other. 
Mutual love was then experienced by the 
couple. The love triangle of husband, wife, 
and God is no less than an ongoing mir-
acle.

This psycho-spiritual approach is also 
a must in the successful practice of all 
other careers and works. From farming to 
fishing, from carpentry to housekeeping, 
from big to small business, from doctors, 
lawyers, teachers, politicians, and all oth-
ers. Take this rich businessman who went 
through an Ignatian retreat at the invitation 
of a friend. This brought a major change 
in his life. Through a guided process of 
spiritual discernment, he made a major 
decision to increase the salaries and al-
lowances of his employees, which greatly 
lessened is own family income. As he was 

explaining all this to his wife, he broke into 
tears and expressed his inner awareness 
of God’s presence that changed his whole 
outlook on life. The inner peace that he is 
now experiencing is no less than a miracle.

Let me end with our most significant 
national and local elections tomorrow! 
Who are the candidates that we will vote 
for? Our love for our God and our country 
must lead us to the right decisions. Let us 
make sure of an inner awareness of the 
Holy Spirit within each one of us who will 
guide us in choosing the right candidates. 
Otherwise, our ego or Satan will take over. 
Archbishop Socrates B. Villegas strongly 
addresses his Archdiocese to follow the 
Ten Commandments in going through the 
national and local elections. This also ap-
plies to all of us. For lack of space, let me 
just emphasize certain commandments 
that we should follow strictly in tomorrow’s 
elections.

1. I am the Lord your God. You shall 
not have strange gods before me.

2. You shall not kill.
3. You shall not commit adultery.
4. You shall not steal.
5. You shall not bear false witness 

against your neighbor.
Let us choose the candidates who fol-

low the above moral-spiritual norms. When 
you go to the precincts to vote, make sure 
that you are humbly aware of God’s pres-
ence, the Holy Spirit, within you, and fol-
low His guidance in your process of voting. 
Amen.
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Most biblical scholars agree that there 
is no empirical proof of Jesus’ resurrec-
tion. The appearances of the risen Lord 
were faith encounters; the early disciples 
saw Jesus and experienced him as risen 
because they believed in him and in the 
words he had spoken to them.

But the German Lutheran biblical 
scholar Martin Dibelius (1883-1947) cited 
what he called the “X-factor” as proof of the 
truth of Jesus risen. This X-factor, or Je-
sus factor, accounted for the differences in 
the attitude and actions of Jesus’ disciples 
before and after his resurrection. These 
differences are astounding, said Dibelius, 
and can be attributed to nothing else save 
the grace and the Holy Spirit bestowed on 
the apostles by the risen Jesus.

Before Jesus’ resurrection, the apos-
tles appeared dense, confused and afraid. 
They misunderstood Jesus’ teachings and 
misread his intentions. They were unclear 
about how he would exercise his messi-
ahship. They misconstrued the mission in 
which they were to share and sought to ful-
fill their own ambitions instead of becom-
ing servants of all others, as Jesus was.

They did not remain awake to pray 
with him; in his most desperate hour, they 
fell asleep. When Jesus was arrested, many 
fled, and even Peter denied any knowledge 
of Jesus and any relationship with him.

But then something happened – and 
the apostles were so different, so com-
pletely transformed, that even an unbe-
liever would be forced to admit an X-factor. 
We know and believe this to be the suffer-
ing, death and resurrection to life eternal of 
our Lord and God, Jesus Christ.

After Jesus’ resurrection, the apostles 
were bold and courageous. They did not 
hide; they preached the kerygma open-
ly, as the first reading from Acts tells us. 
Even when given orders from the Sanhe-

drin, they heeded no voice but God’s and 
continued to preach in Jesus’ name. They 
even pointed out to the high priest and the 
Sanhedrin that they had been complicit in 
Jesus’ death: “Though you had him killed 
by hanging him on a tree” (Acts 5:30).

Were these apostles the same men 
and women who had followed Jesus and 
let him do all the talking? Were these the 
ones who shied away from any conflict “for 
fear of the Jews”? Yes, indeed, these were 
the ones who rejoiced in the fact “that they 
had been found worthy to suffer dishonor 
for the sake of the name” (Acts 5:41).

These are the very ones who had 

come to believe in the saving sacrifice of 
Jesus and who would one day join their 
voices with the living creatures and elders 
in heaven to acknowledge and proclaim: 
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain ... to 
the Lamb be blessing and honor, glory and 
might, forever and ever!” (Revelation, sec-
ond reading).

Encounters with the risen Christ, like 
the one the Johannine evangelist shares 
in today’s Gospel, fueled the faith and fer-
vor of the apostles and prepared them for 
their mission. That mission would be all-
inclusive and universal, as the great catch 
of fish dramatically attests.

After breakfast on the shore, prepared 
and served by Jesus, the conversation be-
tween Jesus and Peter cut to the heart of 
who Peter was. He who had professed loy-
alty to Jesus, even if it cost him his life, had 
vehemently denied even knowing Jesus.

Within this post-Easter encounter, of-
ten called the rehabilitation of Peter, Jesus 
assured Peter of his love and forgiveness 
as well as his position as nourisher of Je-
sus’ lambs. “Feed them,” Peter was told.

By the grace of Jesus’ resurrection, 
he would do so until death, a death he en-
dured for Christ.

The post-Easter transformation of Je-
sus’ apostles prompts each of us to ask 
ourselves: How does the X-factor, or Jesus 
factor, figure into my life? Have I reached 
out gratefully to receive the graces that are 
mine because of Jesus risen? Have I al-
lowed that grace to fill me, mold me?

Have I allowed it to make me more re-
sponsive to God’s loving overtures to me 
in the poor, the unwanted, those hated, 
feared and mistrusted for any reason? Am 
I a vital force of faith in this world? Do oth-
ers notice?

Does my witness to the risen Lord 
make people desire a deeper relation-
ship with God? Do I make a difference 
for good in the lives of those with whom 
I associate? Am I courageous in witness-
ing to God’s word and wisdom revealed in 
Jesus, despite suffering?

If we cannot respond positively and 
powerfully to all these questions, then let 
us take advantage of the sacred texts for 
the Easter season and immerse ourselves 
more deeply in this faith of ours. Jesus 
lives! Amen with my lips. Amen with my life.

Patricia Sánchez holds a master’s de-
gree in literature and religion of the Bible 
from a joint degree program at Columbia 
University and Union Theological Seminary 
in New York.

This story appeared in the Mar 25-Apr 
7, 2016 print issue under the headline: The 
Jesus factor.

The Jesus factor
Patricia Datchuck Sánchez 
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 Prose and Poetry
Chacho Angeles, Thessalonians BCGG

The hot summer is slowly giving way
To the winds from the southwest
And the rains gradually, steadily pour
To quench parched lands, and frayed nerves.

The winds of change are coming too
More tumultuous than coming rains.
Exacerbating the heat felt by many,
Enflaming and burning hearts and minds.

Father,
We thank you for the elections just held,
The results came in quickly,
With less violence and anomalies
Compared to elections past.

And more importantly, the people
Were able to express their choices
For various positions of governance
For the coming years.

But soon the rains came and pent up
Hurt came roaring out with accusations
Of hypocrisy, misuse of public funds,
Irrelevance and even immorality.

The leopard has not changed its spots
And is not now expected to do so
Even though he will likely sit on the
Highest throne in the land.

As he distinguished himself, he declared
Deep and abiding faith in God, but 
That he has no religion, and 
By extension, a community.

But Christ prescribed: Love God with all our 
Hearts, and our neighbors as ourselves.
My religion is the river born from
This faith, the wellspring of my life.

My religion is not myself alone, but is
Together with other streams, a mass

Of water and boulders and sand
That flows to its home, the sea.

The river meanders, flowing this way
And that, ever searching for the path 
That will bring it home. So am I
A sinner searching for a way home.

I belong to this river, this community
Of sinners, though wounded are healers
To each other, that we may all
Find our way home to the Father.

My church is not just that beautiful building,
Nor the hierarchy, nor the institution,
Neither the CBCP nor the papacy,
But all of us followers of the one God.

My religion is not just the liturgy, the rituals
Nor the teachings, nor the sacraments,
Neither the processions nor novenas, nor
My way of life, a path-finding through service.

It is all of them. My love for my God,
Expressed in prayers and rituals,
In solitude or together in church, being
There for each other, one community.

Father I pray for our elected officials
That with respect, sincerity and integrity
They serve the people and the country,
In obedience to Your plan.

For my fellow travelers and for myself,
That we be able to know what You want
Us to do amidst all these uncertainties, 
To know what to take seriously and not.

For the Church, that these events
Will help us discern Your will, and do
What is pleasing to You with humility
And understanding, and lead us to You, 
Our destination and our home.

The River is the Wellspring
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 Musical Notes

I will lay me down
  Benz Dimanalata, Francis BCGG

A friend told me that one of the favorite songs of OFWs 
in Singapore is Bridge Over Troubled Water by Simon 

and Garfunkel. He said that in Pinoy parties, it is common to see 
a karaoke system and witness very good singers, pagalingan at 
pabonggahan. Then later at night, after several cans of beer and 
other alcoholic drinks, one of them will sing this favorite song. 
Everyone suddenly becomes quiet and then starts sobbing. What 
makes them cry? Are they weary, feeling small, or down and out, 
or just homesick?

A few months ago, one of my Facebook friends shared this 
song with me again. This time it was sung by a famous Korean 
charismatic singer named So Hyang. The audience was so 
amazed;  some even closed their eyes while listening to the song.

After these encounters, I thought maybe I could use the song 
for my future meditations (imagining Jesus talking to me through 
the song). I began searching the internet to find the lyrics and the 
different versions and artists in YouTube. Let me share three of 
my favorite lines.

When pain is all around, like a bridge over troubled 
water, I will lay me down. God is so merciful. When we are 
suffering, He is always with us to carry our burdens over the 
hump. In the same way, God is inviting us to do the same for our 
less fortunate brothers and sisters.

Like a bridge over troubled water, I will ease your mind. 
God is an awesome companion. He is bigger than our problems 
and sufferings. So don’t worry, we have an awesome God.

Your time has come to shine, all your dreams are on their 
way. God is so generous. If we continue to abide in Him, we will 
definitely bear fruit and have a bountiful harvest.

On your next meditation, try listening to the song. May you all 
experience God’s love, His embrace, and have lasting peace of 
mind.

Random thoughts
Nancy Palmario, Psalm 98 BCGG

I once asked a non-Catholic friend why 
they do not pray the rosary. 

She replied, “Prayers should not be by rote.
 ‘Di paulit-ulit.

In a way, she’s right. ‘Di ba ang Rosary ay 
paulit-ulit na Hail Mary, Glory Be at Our Father? 
But the “arguments” that go through my mind:

• When day turns into night, and night into day
• The rotation of the earth and the revolu-

tion of the planets around the sun.
• The rising and setting of the sun at 

about the same time each day.
• The full moon that shows itself at regu-

lar intervals during the month.

Aren’t these routine?

For me, praying the rosary is like a mantra – it 
calms, it soothes (and even helps you fall asleep). 

God is so awesome in his Divine Wisdom. From con-
ception to birth, He has pampered us. For all the blessings 
that have been and are being given to us, we should never 
forget to thank Him. Let us start each day by spending a 
few minutes counting these blessings, the biggest of which 
is having such a loving, caring Heavenly Father. Then let 
us try to have only kind, loving thoughts all day long. For 
when we do, our hearts become joyful, we walk in God’s 
light, we become more positive and humble and will then 
find ourselves singing praises to our Heavenly Father.

There are times when we are fearful of current and fu-
ture events, especially during the weeks prior to, during and 
after the elections. Isn’t fear a tool that that Satan uses to 
attack our faith in God? Doesn’t fear, which causes worry, 
weaken our faith? For isn’t fear more evil than evil itself?

When fear strikes, let us hold on to our faith. 
Let go and lift our worries to the Lord. Fear no more 
for God is with us and He shall sustain us.

Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”
– Hebrews 13:5
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Dental 
Mission at 

GK-AYA
Boy & Jovy de Leon

James, Brother of John BCGG

Last May 29, James, Brother of John 
BCGG, accompanied by Outreach Ministry 
Head Lito Gonzales and Shepherds Tony and 
Aida del Rosario, had an outreach activity, a 
Dental Mission, at Gawad Kalinga-AYA in Mul-
tinational Village, Parañaque City.

Around 50 children from families in GK-AYA 
Village gathered together to listen to Magis’ den-
tists Dr. Carlo Luis and Dr. Andrea Santos (ME 
113) talk on proper dental care and hygiene. The 
one-hour lecture ended with all children brushing 
their teeth with the tooth brushes and toothpaste 
distributed by the couples of James BCGG. The 
children then fell in line and took turns having a 
free fluoride treatment from Dr. Carlo and Dr. An-
drea. Dental records of all children were taken and 
recorded to serve as reference of future dental 
missions in GK-AYA.

It was a fruitful and joyful affair for the mem-
bers of James BCGG who participated in the out-
reach: Merl & Boy Cruz, Boy & Jovy de Leon, El-
mer Fajardo (with daughter Nicole and son Sam), 
John & Claire Cambas, Doc & Cat Geslani (with 
Garie), Arlyn Tabilog (with Tyne and Akia), Malou 
Ronquillo (with Jillian), and Outreach Ministry’s Kit 
Palmario (Psalm 98 BCGG).

More for God!
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Continued on page 11

I spoke to the graduates 
– employees and the children 
of SunPower employees who 
graduated this year – at our an-
nual Tribute to the Graduates. I opened my 
short message by telling the graduates…
you will fail. It might have shocked a few 
young graduates and maybe even some 
older ones. To be told that one will fail on 
an occasion celebrating a major milestone 
of their lives and one that supposedly is 
about one’s success, people may have 
been uninspired by that statement. But 
that’s exactly true. I have yet to know one 
person who has never failed in his or her 
life and has been successful through and 
though. In fact, the most successful people 
in this world have been big time failures 
once or many times in their lives.

______________

“There is only one thing that makes 
a dream impossible to achieve: the fear of 
failure.” 

– Paulo Coelho, The Alchemist
______________

In my elementary grade years, I al-
ready knew I had limitations. I may not 
have called it a failure but I called unwel-
come my inability to compete with other 
young boys in physical games. Somehow I 
accepted those limitations.

In the course of my lifetime, I have 
failed many times and in different areas 
of my life – in school, in competitions, not 
enrolling in the right school, not getting 
the right grades, not getting a promotion 
on time, not being recognized, failing in a 
business venture, bad relationships, etc., 
etc.

No matter what the failures were, all I 
could remember is that I always bounced 
back. I stood up again and recovered, and 
became successful. There was always 
God who provided that rope to hang on 
to. He just managed to be around to help. 
Oftentimes, I would call on him at the last 
minute or as a last resort. It didn’t matter. 
He came and helped anyway.

______________

He helps those who are in trouble; 
He lifts those who have fallen. 

– Psalm 145:14
______________

On weekdays, I start early and I don’t 
get to see the sun until I get to the office. 
But on weekends and during my vaca-
tions, the sunrise tells me it is a new day 

and it is time to start the day. It is time for 
my run and walk or my early reading or 
writing.

The early morning sun is one that 
most people love. I do. But later, as in at 
10 AM, or even much earlier during sum-
mer, people avoid the sun. At least I do. I 
know the risk of skin cancer from the sun’s 
UV radiation is very high between 10 AM 
and 3 PM. Interestingly though, the hottest 
times of the day are the span of time that 
provides the sunlight for solar panels to, in 
turn, provide the most solar power. 

For me, I love and need the early 
morning sun. The sunrise is simply beauti-
ful. But when it becomes really hot, it be-
comes solar hot, which is excellent for my 
solar panels. The rest of the day, the sun 
provides daylight.

God’s design is awesome.
______________

“Money is not everything,” someone 
once said. How true. But somehow, some-
one iterated that quote with this, “Money is 
not everything. It is the only thing.” 

One has to have money in order to 
live, to survive or to enjoy life.

On
and
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On failure...
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I can’t honestly say I don’t worry about 
money. Maybe that’s one reason why I 
work so hard. That’s why I strive to do ex-
cellent work. As my job is about leadership, 
I do a lot of things to improve my leader-
ship skills. While I believe God has gifted 
me with both a high IQ and a high EQ, I 
still read a lot and do research to further 
enhance my knowledge and competence. 
Whenever I find the time and money (or 
budget, when company-funded), I attend 
leadership seminars.

I am sure early on in my career, mon-
ey was my number one motivation. Later 
on, it became secondary, and enjoyment 
in the work and loving the mission became 
the primary reasons in my staying power in 
a job and in a company. I have also proven 
that when the work is not fun anymore, no 
matter the money and the perks, I’ve quit 
a job and left the company. 

Over the years, I have learned and ex-
perienced that by simply focusing on get-
ting the job done and taking care of one’s 
performance, money comes. And, that’s 
exactly what I advise the people I worked 
with in the companies I’ve been with and in 

varying situations I’ve been in. Don’t worry 
about money. Focus on the job and money 
will come.

______________

God has blessed me with a great ca-
reer. With my love for my job and the ex-
cellent work that I do, money did and does 
come.

However, there is something that ac-
tually brought more money, bigger than 
my work ethics and excellence: my gen-
erosity. As I became more generous, God 
returned my generosity in kind and more. 
He blessed me and my family abundantly. 
He provided me with resources beyond 
what I actually asked for and expected.

As an example, when I donated 500 
pesos for prizes in a community event, my 
daughter won 500 pesos in a game she 
participated in. I gave 500 and God gave 
me back 500 plus my daughter’s enjoy-
ment. 

As I donated to charity and gave mon-
ey and time to the community, He blessed 
me and my family even more. Beyond 
money, He blessed me with a community, 
friends and companions in my journey 
through life.

As Bro. James Nicolas told me, God 
can never be outdone in His generosity. I 
believe.

______________

One day, a lawyer was riding in his 
limo and saw two men sitting on the side 
of the road eating grass. 

He ordered his driver to stop the limo 
and stepped outside. “Excuse me,” the 
lawyer started. “May I ask why you are 
consuming that green... plant?”

The skinnier man replied, “We have 
no money... we haven’t eaten in weeks.” 
The man pulled some grass out of his torn 
pocket. “This is for my wife and…” 

The lawyer cut him off. “Come... come 
with me! To my home! You deserve bet-
ter than this dead dry grass!” The two men 
looked at each other. 

The thin one said, “I have a wife and 
4 kids,” he pointed to his friend, “he has a 
wife and 8 children! Will you still take us 
in?”

The lawyer gave them a warm smile. 
“Of course! I feel it is my duty... besides 
the grass at my house is nice and green... 
and at least 2 feet tall!”

______________

And my God will meet all your needs 
according to his glorious riches in Christ 
Jesus. 

— Philippians 4:19

followers of Christ did not come to 
church striving for efficiency or results, 
or to swagger and preen and lord it over 
the rest of the world. We came as sin-
ners, as beggars. We came hungering 
and thirsting. We came: the blind, the 
deaf, the halt, the leprous, the demoni-
acs, the desperate, the lost, the lonely. 
We did not have our political views to 
offer; we had Christ. We did not have 
convincing arguments; we had our 
wounds, our holy longing, our grop-
ing in the dark. We didn’t have clever 
op-eds; we had our bodies, our puny 
desire to be good, our lurching, guaran-
teed-to-fall-short striving for purity.

Here’s how I knew I was very, 
very slowly becoming a follower of 
Christ. I was willing to be seen less, 
not more. I began to want to be qui-
eter, not louder. I found myself mak-
ing tiny sacrifices: fasting from meat 
for a day or giving the three bucks I 
would have spent at Starbucks to 
a homeless person. I found myself 
experiencing tiny moments of joy. 
I found myself mysteriously, ever 
more deeply drawn to Confession, to 
Mass. More and more I asked differ-
ent questions from those the world 
asked. I looked for a different kind of 
result. I served a different master.”

“We
Excerpted from

Stripped: At the Intersection 
of Cancer, Culture and Christ 

by Heather King
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Calendar of Activities:  June - August 2016
June Venue Contacts / Sponsors
04 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center North Sector, Outreach Ministry
 “Eucharist as the Fountain of Mercy” Auditorium 3, 2nd Floor Exodus BCGG, Magnificat BCGG
18 Sat Council & Ministry Heads Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, RMT-CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
July
2 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Central Sector, Formation Ministry
   3rd Floor, Multipurpose Hall Thessalonians BCGG,
    Transfiguration BCGG
21 Thu Council Meeting  (Host: Gonzales)  Magis Office, 2/F Annex, RMT CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
22-24 Annual Ignatian Retreat (AIR) Maryridge, Tagaytay Ted Concepcion 0917-5119877 
 SD: Fr. Bong Dahunan, SJ  Susan Concepcion 0917-8296382
 P 2,500/person  Elyn Aracid 0929-5454849
29-31 Marriage Encounter Weekend La Verna, Tagaytay City Josie Llamas 0917-8934005
 SD: Fr. Allan Abuan
 P4,500/couple
TBA Golf Tournament TBA Magis Deo 426-7191
August
6 Sat  Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center South Sector, Praxis Ministry
   3rd Floor, Multipurpose Hall Praxis Ministry, John BCGG,
    James, Brother of John BCGG
20 Sat Council Meeting (Host: Valencia) Magis Office, 2/F Annex, RMT CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191

June Birthday Celebrants
1 Dels Sangalang Psalm 46-Samaritans
2 Marlyn Angeles Thessalonians
2 Deo Baccay ME Class 116
2 Bryan Santiago ME Class 122
2 Nessa Santos Prodigal 102
3 Chito Babaran Magnificat
3 Cora Buenaventura Sirach
4 Cora de Guzman Agnus Dei
6 Jhunn Coronel Magnificat
6 Ana Pestaño ME Class 118
9 Petrik Punzalan Easter
10 Mimi Parayno Psalm 98
11 Man-Man dela Cruz ME Class 122
12 Sally Bergonia ME Class 122
12 Lille Collado Song of Ruth
13 Dino de Veyra ME Class 121
13 Manette Yap Corinthians
14 Paul Puthenpurekal Easter
15 Boy de Leon James, Brother of John
15 Jenny Palencia Tala
16 Ramie Santos Psalm 46-Samaritans
18 Boy Lubguban Exodus
19 Ton Biong ME Class 119
19 Jang Estrada Mt. Olivet
20 Sally Chua Chiaco John
22 Elyn Aracid Easter
23 Issa Comcom ME Class 122
23 Charley Ng Sy Agnus Dei
23 Jon Sta. Maria Transfiguration
25 Malou Tabuzo Song of Ruth
26 Dexter Serafin ME Class 120
27 Junar dela Paz ME Class 119
27 Jojo Gaddi Prodigal 102
29 Badeth Concina ME Class 122
29 Leony Parada Psalm 46-Samaritans
30 Joey Suarez Tala

June Wedding Anniversaries
1 Domeng & Zarah Gagatiga Mt. Olivet
2 Kit & Nancy Palmario Psalm 98
4 Bobbit+ & Precy Cruz Thessalonians
4 Chito & Arlene Tanchico ME Class 118
7 Ali & Wheng Reyes Francis
8 Rodel & Eden Acosta ME Class 120

12 Anchit & Sally Chua Chiaco John
12 Ike+ & Josie Llamas Genesis of David
12 Cesar & Dels Sangalang Psalm 46-Samaritans
13 Lito & Jet Quimel Exodus
14 Mon & Ting Yupangco Transfiguration
17 Ted & Susan Concepcion Archangel Gabriel
17 Ronnie & Malou Tabuzo Song of Ruth
18 TJ & Ana Pestaño ME Class 118
20 Boy & Jovy de Leon James, Brother of John
21 Clyde & Pachot Abapo Francis
24 Jhunn & Ellen Coronel Magnificat
25 Jun+ & Cora Ona Archangel Gabriel
26 Eugene & Ethel Araullo Transfiguration
26 Menandro+ & Fely Redual Francis
27 Tony & Aida Del Rosario James, Brother of John
28 Ariel & Maan Masungsong Francis
30 Elmer & Meg Fajardo James, Brother of John

Birthdays - First 10 days of July
2 Levy Domingo Song of Ruth
2 Roi Palencia Tala
5 Au Articulo ME Class 120
7 Tony Narciso Easter
7 Joy Rago Agnus Dei
7 Grace Santos Thessalonians
8 Celia Echivaria Exodus
10 Rhea Gaddi Prodigal 102

Wedding Anniversaries - First 10 days of July
4 Jojo & Jane Aldeguer Mustard Seed
10 John & Glo Boren Agnus Dei
10 Denis & Joy Rago Agnus Dei
10 Ricky & Trixie Sun Archangel Gabriel
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