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Love offering
Sharing who you are and not only what you have

Fr. James Gascon, SJ, our spiritual di-
rector and mass celebrant at our 06 Febru-
ary Community Celebration, gave this talk 
about Love Offering:

Love offering is sharing who you are 
and not only what you have.

In the context of communities, what 
comes to mind when you hear “love offer-
ing?” Collections!

We associate love offering, sharing, 
with giving something. But love offering re-
ally is giving of ourselves.

I have a personal dilemma because 
our topic today deals with fund raising, 
dues, fund management. And I have been 
asked to inspire the community to do love 
offerings. That is the problem – that is not 
my talent. Should I as your SD be really 
talking about finances? But indeed there 
are practical considerations. Our commu-
nity cannot run on empty tanks. It counts 
on us, on every member, for support. 

Talking about support, let us thank ev-
eryone because our collection of monthly 
dues last year was much improved. These 
dues support and pay for our administra-
tive expenses. Our fund raising activi-
ties supported the various ministries and 
our projects: outreach programs, calam-
ity support, Marriage Encounter, Suyuan. 
Last year we were not able to do as much 
ME and Suyuan, and so much of our funds 
raised went to victims of calamities.

What really is love offering?
First, LOVE + OFFERING are two very 

strong words, intimately tied to each other. 
One cannot love authentically if there is no 
offering. Otherwise it is not love, but lust, 
and the center is still one’s self.

On the other hand, one who offers 
cannot authentically give when there is 
no love. Otherwise, it is not offering, but 
investing. And when we invest, we await 
some form of return.  

Loving and offering are two dynamic 
words which challenge us to make them 
come together so it becomes a reality of  
giving and loving, as an exclusive relation-
ship that brings out action in us. 

Sa mga mag-asawa, parating sina-
sabi na, “Mahal ko ang asawa ko.” Pero 
kung walang inaalay sa asawa, hindi yan 
pagmamahal.  

Loving and offering have to come to-
gether. They cannot be separated.  Loving 
and offering, or sharing, is a challenge that 
is brought forth for God. For any love of-
fering to be authentic, these two realities 
must always come together. There is of-
fering in every act of loving, and there is 
loving for every act of offering. In fact the 
highest form of loving, as the Lord has told 
us and reminded us, is to offer ourselves 
to that someone we love.

Second, love offering is not only mon-
ey. When we are in love, we can offer and 
freely share our treasure, our talent,  and 
our time. In my experience as counselor, 
ang parating pinagsisimulan ng deeper 
challenges sa mag-asawa ay ang hindi 
natututong magbigay, magbigayan, ng 
treasure, talent, and most specially, time.

So I would like to challenge you spe-
cially this Valentine’s: what treasures have 
you been holding from your spouse?  What 
talents have you not been sharing with 
your family? And how about your time? In 
these times parang napakabilis ng oras 
kaya sometimes ayaw nating ipamigay ang 
time natin.  Gusto nating sa sarili lang. It is 
a love offering when we are able to share 
our time.

If we do not love, and therefore not of-
fer or share, someone is deprived and be-
comes poorer. And when we are not able to 
love and share, we become poorer as well. 
Because when we give, others become giv-
ers as well, and then we also can receive.

Continued on page 13
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 Editorial

The parable of the 
barren fig tree, 
contemplation

Luke 13: 1-9

I sit at my laptop a few days after Laetare 
Sunday – the Sunday when Lenten 
vestments are pink symbolizing our 
relief that half the season of mourning 

and repentance is over, and we are still two 
Sundays away from the climactic agony and 
suffering of Holy Week. Sa sariling wika, we 
say “Mahal na Araw” and “Mahal na Pasyon.”  

I pause and notice the double meaning – “mahal” 
because it is costly. The Passion cost our Lord every drop 
of His blood in His dear body, till all that remained hung on 
the cross, like a leaf dried by the wind and somehow still 
attached to its branch. The passion that made it possible 
for the Passion to happen.

A movie image rises in my 
memory – Jesus bloodied, meeting 
His mother on the way to Calvary, 
“Look, Mother, how I make all things 
new.”

I listen, and I hear His Mother’s 
cry rise from the depths of her pain, 
filling her mind and heart with silence. 
“No!” escapes the fist clenched 
against my teeth, then “Why?”

We are standing in the garden 
beside the barren fig tree where the 
gardeners wait with ax and hatchet.  
And He looks at me, straight from 
the scourging, on His brow drops like 
fish scales, welling into bigger drops, 
streams trickle down His back and 
soak the earth.  “Wait,” He says, “Ako 
na lang.”

And He waters the barren fig tree with His blood, 
till His precious body is almost drained and He stumbles 
trembling and I catch Him in my arms.  

“Let it alone for one year, and if it bears fruit, well and 
good, and if it does not, why, then let the gardeners come 
with ax and hatchet, and throw it into the fire.”

But not yet, not yet Lord.  We are two weeks away, the 
time is not yet here, and You have bought me time, time 
to repent, to be forgiven, to go and sin no more.  Time to 
drink deep from the earth soaked with Your mercy and 
Your Blood, time to live as You live, to love as You love so I 
can do as You do.

Mahal. Nagmamahal. Minamahal. Hanggang 
kamatayan Kita’y mamahalin.
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 Council Corner

Ted & Susan Concepcion
Council, Archangel Gabriel BCGG

Lent is a great season to give more to God and refocus 
our lives to be more aligned with Him. It can be a 

“40-day trial run” in changing our lifestyle and allowing God to 
change our heart. It can be a time to desire God more through 
fasting, service and prayer.

FASTING: Fasting is not only going without food for 
days. We can also fast from things we like most like chocolates, 
soft drinks, coffee, tea, cigarettes, or TV. Fasting can also mean 
skipping one meal a day and spending that meal time instead 
in prayer. Likewise, fasting can also be giving up an activity and 
spending time marveling at God’s creation. 

In fasting, we need to ask ourselves what we need to let 
go of or “fast” from so we can focus on Christ. We need to look 
at what clutters our calendar and our lives and ask ourselves 
how can we simplify our lives in terms of what we eat, wear or 
do. For many of us, social media has become an addicting past 
time. It permeates our lives such that we fail to notice how it 
consumes so much of our time. Fasting from social media can 
give us more time to spend with God. 

Once we do decide to fast, it is suggested that we begin 
the fast with a time of prayer and meditation. We may choose 
a familiar scripture passage and spend time meditating and 
praying over it and ask the Holy Spirit to guide us in the fasting 
experience.

SERVICE: This Lent, we can ask ourselves what more can 
we do to be of service to others. Lent is an opportune time to 
have a one-day outreach together with the family. Actually, we 
do not have to go far to do outreach. At home, we can consider 

giving our helpers additional time off to visit their church. We 
can invite them to pray with the family and ask them to join our 
stations of the cross or family hour. 

We can also serve others by cultivating a heart of gratitude. 
We can write a thank you letter each week to someone who 
has helped us or touched our lives. We can notice the little 
things our partner does for us and express our thanks. We can 
teach our children to be grateful by asking them what they are 
thankful for each day. 

Service is making that special effort to reach out to others 
and enrich their lives. A random act of kindness always warms a 

More for God 
this Lent

person’s heart. We can smile at our annoying neighbor and say 
hello. In traffic, we can let someone into our lane. At the grocery, 
we can let the person with one or two items go ahead of us. We 
can say thank you to a janitor or a security guard or a watch-
your-car boy. We can be that person who makes someone’s day 
brighter. 

PRAYER: Lent is a season for intentional prayer. Prayer 
comes in many forms. For the computer savvy, Sacred Space 
[sacredspace.ie] has an online retreat, “Lent Retreat: A Year of 
Mercy, a Lent of Healing.” For the creative person, writing music 
or producing art may also be a prayer to God. Prayer can also be 
a time of quiet listening. Bible reading, praying the rosary, doing 
the Stations of the Cross, are favorite forms of traditional prayer. 

It does not really matter what form our fasting, service 
or prayer takes. What is important is making this Lent more 
meaningful by living the “magis” and giving more to God in our 
own unique and special ways. 
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Be not
afraid
14 February 2016

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

Jesus gives His love for all 
mankind. Ecumenical and in-
terfaith. This is what my faith 
tells me. The very person of 

Christ reaches out to all. And even those 
who consciously do not recognize Him 
in their institutional religions are sons 
and daughters of the one universal God, 
provided their lives are lives of authentic 
love and justice. This is how loving and 
merciful God is to one and all. Indeed, as 
our Pope Francis says, God is the God of 
mercy and compassion.

This then, is what our Second Read-
ing for today’s Mass says: “For there is 
no distinction between Jew and Greek; 
the same Lord is Lord of all, enriching all 
who call upon him. For ‘everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord will be 

saved.’” (Rom. 10:12-13). God the Father, 
God the Son, God the Holy Spirit. Three 
persons in the one and the same God 
and Creator of the whole universe.

Through God’s love and mercy, He 
comes down to be One among us, to be 
our loving Lord and role model in how to 
live our human lives of love and justice 
that move toward peace. Again, in faith I 
repeat, the ever-loving God is ecumenical 
and interfaith. In other words, the same 
Creator-God of all mankind.

In this context, let me just refer to the 
51st International Eucharistic Congress 
that we recently celebrated in Cebu for a 
whole week, Jan. 24-31, 2016. The final 
Eucharistic celebration had no less than 
1.5 million attendees. And although it was 
organized and celebrated by the Roman 
Catholic Church, you cannot but realize 
that the human and spiritual meaning of it 

all in actual life can be nothing less than 
ecumenical and interfaith. Universal love, 
mercy, and compassion are the focus 
of it all, underneath the Roman Catholic 
externals. Connected with this are the 
experiences of Filipino hospitality, resil-
ience, and religiosity here and in different 
parts of the world. The Most Rev. Robert 
Barron, Auxiliary Bishop of Los Angeles 
and one of the delegates to the congress, 
expressed this in his talk: “In God’s often 
strange providence, He takes a particular 
church, a particular people, and uses 
them as a means to invigorate and evan-
gelize the rest of the Catholic world... and 
you are playing that role now, the church 
of the Philippines.” In different parts of the 
world where there are Filipinos, they are 
mostly the ones who go to the church for 
Sunday Mass and are active in parish or-
ganizations, except in places where there 
are many native Catholics, like in India.

The Papal Legate Cardinal Charles 
Bo stated: “Christianity, they say, are in 
a twilight zone... Take heart, my broth-
ers and sisters. The Philippines can take 
the twilight zone into an exciting dawn.” 
Pope Francis himself said in his televised 
message at the end of the Congress: “I 
was able to witness firsthand the deep 
faith and resilience of the people.” He 
came to the Philippines last year to visit 
the victims of Super Typhoon “Yolanda.” 
“It brought immense devastation to the 
Philippines. Yet it also brought in its wake 
an immense outpouring of solidarity, 
generosity and goodness. People seek 
rebuilding not just homes but also lives.”

On the other hand, there are still 
quite a number of Filipinos who are willing 
victims of the devil. Sad to say, quite a 
number of them are in positions of public 
service. According to our dedicated Om-
budsman, Conchita Morales, there are 
still a big number of corrupt government 
officials and public servants. How strik-
ing this is, especially in connection with 
today’s Gospel reading. But there is still 
hope, indeed, for among those in public 
service are officials of moral integrity 
and deep concern for their country and 
countrymen.

Let me single out a Filipino Mayor 
of a poor and over-populated town. He 
is a man of moral integrity, and one who 
genuinely loves, not only his family, but 
also his country and his countrymen. A 
close friend of his who lives and works 

in the USA contacted him and excitedly 
invited him to migrate, because there is 
a very high-paying job opening there that 
will raise his social and financial lifestyle 
to a much higher level than where he is 
now. The mayor shared this with his wife 
and children, and they were all excited for 
him to accept the opportunity. He prayed 
over it, and went through a process of 
discernment with a spiritual guide. His 
final decision was to stay and continue 
with his tough job and poor lifestyle. Strik-
ingly enough, he was very inspired by the 
message of Jesus in today’s Gospel read-
ing: “One does not live on bread alone” 
(Lk.4:4).

As the months went by, this mayor’s 
life became more and more difficult, 
not only the work itself but his financial 
condition. One day, out of nowhere, a 
wealthy businessman came and asked 
for the privilege to violate a legal rule for 
business reasons. He then handed an en-
velope to the mayor. It was full of money! 
The mayor immediately gave back the 
envelope and asked him to leave right 
away. This was definitely a temptation 
from the devil.

We read in today’s Gospel how 
Jesus allowed Himself to be tempted 
three times, and even more, and how he 
drove the devil away each time. This is 
to teach us, his beloved disciples, to do 
the same. Our mayor described above is 
God’s gift to his family and townmates. 
May each one of us also accept God’s 
loving mission to be a gift to our families, 
our country, and our countrymen.
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Pope Francis declared December 8, 2015 to Novem-
ber 20, 2016 as an Extraordinary Jubilee Year of 
Mercy. The Holy Father strongly desires this Jubi-
lee celebration of mercy to be lived out in the daily 

lives of the faithful, and all who turn to God for compassionate 
love and mercy. The invitation is for us to find those who need 
God’s mercy, be with them, and generously give of ourselves, 
heeding Christ’s words, “Whatever you did for one of these least 
brothers (and sisters) of mine, you did for me.” (Mt 25:40). True 
mercy cannot be a mere sentiment or feeling. Rather, it should 
be manifested in our acts. That is why our Faith insists on works 
of mercy. 

The members of EASTER BCGG 
heeded this call by conducting an out-
reach in Bahay Aruga last February 7. 
Bahay Aruga is a small halfway house in 
San Marcelino Street in Manila for kids 
who are suffering from different types 
and stages of cancer. They are often 
from the provinces or far off places in 
Metro Manila and are undergoing che-
motherapy and radiation therapy in UP-
PGH. Before Bahay Aruga was put up, 
these children and their caretakers used 
to sleep along the corridors or wherever 
they could spend the night, using only 
cardboard boxes as mats. They needed 
to stay close to PGH while undergoing 
treatments. Instead of renting a place to 
stay or using their money for transporta-
tion, they just slept anywhere near PGH. 
These people belong to marginalized 
families who hardly have food to eat, 
much less money for treatment, trans-
portation, and accommodation. 

The response of Easter BCGG to 
go to the periphery to serve the last, 
the least, and the lost has a deeper 
meaning. More than obedience, it is an 
opportunity for us to express our deep 
gratitude for the gift of life and health. 
Many of our members have firsthand 
experience of how it is to be once a 
patient and/or a caregiver to our sick 
loved ones. In our group, four of us have 

Mercy in 
motion

Mennen & Elyn Aracid
Easter BCGG

survived cancer, two have undergone angioplasty procedure, 
and one had a successful kidney transplant. The other members 
are also experiencing various challenges in their health. Thus, 
we found it fitting to give of ourselves and be present to those 
who are currently experiencing a life threatening illness, espe-
cially since these are children. It is heartbreaking to see them go 
through pain and suffering at this early stage in their lives. 

The date February 7 seemed to have been chosen for us. It 
was a day before the Chinese New Year, three days before Ash 
Wednesday which is the start of the Lenten season, and a week 
before Valentine’s Day. It was a good day to celebrate with fam-
ily – our respective families and relatives, our Easter family, and 
God’s chosen family, the children at Bahay Aruga. God made 
the plan. All we had to do was to say yes to it.

Three days before our outreach, only two couples from 
Easter had confirmed – the Aracids and the Gumilas. Edwin 
and Jecelyn Gumila are our batch mates in ME Class 115, and 
our partners in organizing the outreach. We were not sure if we 
should even push through with the outreach since it seemed it 
would be just the four of us who could go. With courage, we said 
yes, we would push through even if there were just the 4 of us! 
It was probably a test of faith or something, but after we commit-
ted to go, the universe supported us!

Continued on page 15
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Let me share with you a 
story I read several years ago. 

Miss Thompson taught Teddy Jones 
in the fourth grade. He was a slow, 
unkempt student, a loner shunned by his 
classmates. 

The previous year his mother died, 
and what little motivation for school he 
may have once had was now gone. 

Miss Thompson did not particularly 
care for Teddy either, but at Christmas 
time he brought her a small present. 

Aruga
Edwin & Jes Gumila

Easter BCGG

Miss Thompson’s desk was covered 
with well-wrapped presents from the other 
children, but Teddy’s came in a brown 
sack. When she opened it there was a 
gaudy rhinestone bracelet with half the 
stones missing and a bottle of cheap 
perfume. 

The children began to snicker but 
Miss Thompson saw the importance of 
the moment. She quickly splashed on 
some perfume and put on the bracelet, 
pretending Teddy had given her some-
thing special. 

At the end of the day Teddy worked 
up enough courage to softly say, “Miss 
Thompson, you smell just like my moth-
er... and her bracelet looks real pretty on 
you too. I am glad you like my presents.” 

After Teddy left, Miss Thompson got 
down on her knees and prayed for God’s 
forgiveness. She prayed for God to use 
her as she sought to not only teach these 
children but to love them as well. She 

became a new teacher since. She lov-
ingly helped students like Teddy and by 
the end of the year he had caught up with 
most of the students. 

Miss Thompson did not hear from 
Teddy for a long time. Then she received 
this note: “Dear Miss Thompson, I wanted 
you to be the first to know. I will be gradu-
ating second in my class. Love, Teddy 
Jones.” 

Four years later she got another 
note: “Dear Miss Thompson, They just 
told me I will be graduating first in my 
class. I wanted you to be the first to know. 
The university has not been easy, but I 
liked it. Love, Teddy Jones.” 

Four years later: “Dear Miss Thomp-
son, As of today, I am Theodore Jones, 
M.D. How about that? I wanted you to be 
the first to know. I am getting married next 
month. I want you to come and sit where 
my mother would sit if she were alive. You 
are the only family I have now; Dad died 
last year. Love, Teddy Jones.

Miss Thompson went to the wed-
ding and sat where Teddy’s mother 
would have sat.

This story may be fictional but it 
had a great impact on me. God is not 
interested in how great you are. He is 
interested in how great others have 
become because of you.

This story came to mind when we 
were at Bahay Aruga several weeks 
ago. Unconsciously, I want to be like 
Miss Thompson. For me, it’s not enough 
to just give toys and other material 
things. I want to share something with 
the children that they will remember. I 
want to make a difference in their young 
lives. 

The first thing that came to mind 
was to teach them how to draw. But 
since my talent is limited to stick figure 
drawings of people, origami was my 
best option. I have not done origami 
except for the few simple shapes we did 
in grade school. But I was determined 
to teach them even if it meant buying 
books and spending time after dinner for 
a week practicing the different folds.

The response of the kids in Bahay 
Aruga was very encouraging. I guess 
this is something new to them as well. 

Continued on page 15
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 Prose and Poetry
Chacho Angeles, Thessalonians BCGG

Everyday
Resurrection

Loving brother Jesus,
You had yourself baptized,
Even when You were sinless.
In the desert You fasted and prayed
For forty days and nights
And You purified Yourself,
Even though You were pure.
You opened Yourself to the devil
To be tempted by sustenance,
Divine glory and worldly power,
Even though You were his Lord.
Yet You came out of this trial
Stronger and more powerful,
With the dedication to
Fulfil Your divine mission.
So paradoxical. I am perplexed.

I often wondered why Your disciples, 
Accepted Your call and left everything:
Family, friends, even their livelihoods 
To follow You in Your journey.
Was it Your dazzling divinity
When you met with the prophets
Who saw the Father partially,
Who represented the old covenant,
 And now You, the New Covenant?
Was it the magnetism of Your purity?
The simplicity of Your wisdom?
The healing power of Your compassion?
Your loving presence? I am jealous.

Nonetheless together they cowered
In fear, anxiety and mourning,
After Your traitorous betrayal,
Arrest, torture and death.
While still doubting reports
Of Your rising from death,
They rejoiced when they saw
The scars of Your sacrifice.
When You left them you sent
Your loving spirit in tongues of fire,
And they wrought wondrous deeds
In Your name. I too am empowered.

And this wonderful spirit
Is awakened whenever 
I feel Your presence,
I hear Your words and 
Recall the story of Your
Divinity and humanity,
And my heart cries out for You. 
And each day as I try to rise 
From the ashes of my nature,
I ask for Your mercy and love, and
Pray to live in oneness with You, 
My everyday resurrection.
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While serving in the Pastoral Council, 
I attended a two-day activity of another 
MEFP-member community, to learn how 
they practice love offering and tithing. 
Resource speakers from other ME com-
munities shed light on their love offering 
and tithing practices. While the Magis Deo 
campaign focused on tithing, both love 
offering and tithing were implemented 
in our community, and funds from these 
came in regularly. Though the identities of 
those who tithe were kept confidential, I 
still recall a Magis Deo member regularly 
tithing P10,000 every month. Now I rarely 
see collections from love offerings, and 
the practice of tithing has stopped.

I have always associated love offer-
ing with monetary contribution, hence I 
would wince when I listen to talks on this 
topic. I feel that biblical passages and 
religious teachings are being tweaked 
to make people shell out money for their 
community. I had the same frame of mind 
when Fr. James started his talk on Love 
and Love Offering, especially when he 
mentioned he was asked to “tailor” his 
talk towards encouraging members to 
give more monetary contributions through 
love offerings. But I became very atten-
tive when Fr. James explained that love 
offering “are two powerful words” that 
are “mutually” intertwined and dependent 
on each other; that there is no true love 
without offering; and no real, sustained, 
faithful offering without love; that without 
love, an offering becomes an investment; 

Eli Prieto, Jr.
Genesis of David BCGG

and that love becomes lust without offer-
ing. We know that investments require 
returns (e.g., recognition, a “pat in the 
back”) and when investments result in 
losses (e.g., non-recognition, no “pat in 
the back”), frustrations set in and no new 
investments are made. Worse, invest-
ments are taken out. I am disheartened 
and discouraged when I hear the word 
legacy, or sense it as a seeming pre-
condition in making contributions (time, 
talent, treasure). Jesus calls this type of 
service hypocrisy.

Though Magis Deo needs funds to 
keep functioning as an organization, Fr. 
James emphasized the same importance 
in the love offering of talent and time. I 
remember a Magis Deo couple whose 
family became sharers in a Family En-
counter Weekend. Instead of accepting 
the allowance budgeted by Magis Deo for 
family sharers, they donated P8,000 in 
addition to the time and talent their family 
shared at the Family Encounter Week-
end. I clearly recall they are the same 
couple who used to borrow regularly 
from a “Reach-In” fund we used to have 
for Magis Deo members in need, for the 
enrollment of their children.

We constantly mention the Suyuan 
outreach as a beneficiary when we con-
duct fund raising activities. In 2014 and 
2015, Magis Deo conducted 12 and 15 
Suyuan seminars, respectively. At a bud-
geted amount of P8,000 per Suyuan, our 
community would have spent P216,000 

for these activities (this amount excludes 
expenses for Suyuan reunions and other 
Suyuan-related meetings and activities, 
since these expenses are covered by 
donations). During these two years, those 
involved in Suyuan saved on budgeted 
expenses, hoping to extend the availabil-
ity of funds for future Suyuans. However, 
unused Suyuan budgets were realigned 
and spent on other Magis Deo activities. 
A love offering? Yes, for those who are 
active in Suyuan. But not a love offering 
for those who say, “Naka budget na-
man yan. So, you should use it”; or “May 
pera naman. Bakit hindi gamitin?” I was 
called “matigas ang ulo” by a pastoral 
council member (maybe jokingly said) 
when I refused to accept the facilitator’s 
allowances budgeted by Habitat when 
Edith and I conducted Suyuan seminars 
in Habitat areas. It was our small way of 
helping extend the availability of Suyuan 
funds. (Example: P3,000 Habitat-budget-
ed facilitators’ allowance per Suyuan x 15 
Suyuans in 2015 = P45,000, an amount 
that could be used for about 6 more 
Suyuans, benefiting 90 to 120 couples.)

In one consultancy work, I made a 
proposal that would result in a 20% in-
crease in income without increasing sales 
(instead of the client’s usual approach of 
hammering in a 20% sales increase to 
improve profitability). In Magis Deo, this 
can mean a 20% increase in Suyuans 

= ?!

Continued on page 15



10 Magis

I don’t do nor check my Facebook 
account very often. Maybe I do if one con-
siders just “liking” posts when one sees 
them. But I have 864 friends in Facebook. 
For the amount of time I spend on FB, 
that’s a lot. I am connected to most of the 
people that matter, at least who have FB 
accounts. I do know there are people I 
know and care about who are not. Doesn’t 
matter, they have mobile phones, and 
they send me text messages when they 
need to. I do the same. 

We are connected. 
______________

“When you are spiritually connect-
ed, you are not looking for occasions to be 
offended, and you are not judging and la-
beling others. You are in a state of grace in 
which you know you are connected to God 
and thus free from the effects of anyone or 
anything external to yourself.”

– Wayne Dyer
______________

Rey Mella, Cana BCGG
 Spiritual Tidbits and Humor

In late January, we had a network 
switch problem (IT lingo) resulting in a big 
internet and intranet connectivity issue for 
the company – we were shut down for a 
couple of hours and unstable for several 
days. It was horrible. People couldn’t 
“work” or get anything done. Or so they 
said. Because we were “disconnected” 
from the intranet.

Things immediately normalized as 
soon as the defective network server com-
ponent was replaced. People were con-
nected to the internet and intranet again. 
They were happier.

______________

In the rare times I fail to attend mass 
or prayer meetings, I would feel lost and 
disconnected. Being disconnected mo-
mentarily from God was a problem. But 
there was a time in my life a long time 
ago when I got used to being away and 
far from God. And more often than not, I 
wasn’t really happy with life.

______________

When my son was 5 years old, we 
used to play Command and Conquer: Red 
Alert on the Sony PlayStation One. It was 
one of the games we played a lot and en-
joyed so much. It is a war strategy game, 
which had the players owning structures 
that allow one to construct all types of war-
related structures and equipment from war 
machinery factories, power stations, train-
ing centers, shipyards, airfields, to training 
all types of soldiers, etc. 

The objective of the game is to attack 
and destroy the enemy camp or base. One 
had to have a lot of firepower – medium 
tanks, heavy tanks, mammoth tanks, rock-
et launchers, and Tesla tanks along with 
various types of soldiers – rocket soldiers, 
infantry, grenadiers, rocketeers, and snip-
ers, depending on whether one was Allied 
Forces or Soviet Forces. Each defended 
one’s base with turrets, pillboxes, AA guns 
for Allied Forces, and flame towers, Tesla 
coils, SAM sites for Soviet Forces.

Continued on page 11

Staying Connected
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During battle, tanks and other vehicles 
have to be near the base or service depot 
so they can easily travel back and get re-
paired when damaged. Similarly, soldiers 
need to stay near a medic so that when 
wounded, they can easily be attended to 
and “healed.” 

______________

In the same way, I have to keep go-
ing back to my Friday BCGG meetings, 
my Sunday masses, my annual retreats, 
recollections, confessions, and my daily 
prayers in order to be attended to, healed 
and repaired. 

I am a sinner and like most of the sol-
diers in the Red Alert game, I am always 
wounded and sin, and I need the medics 
nearby. Like the tanks that go into battle 
and various skirmishes in the game, in my 
daily life I get hit. I cannot be too distant 
from the service depot so I can have im-
mediate servicing and repair.

My son and I learned strategy in that 
game but today I realize the lesser part of 
the strategy of having a couple of medics 
in battle and strategically located service 
depots is something that has strong paral-
lelisms in my life today. I survive and I am 
alive and happy because of all the “med-
ics” and “service depots” nearby that allow 
me to stay connected with my Creator. I 
pray that this strategy will work and I will 
eventually go back to the base and the 
“construction yard” to meet my Creator. 
Meaning, I have won, not just the battles 
and skirmishes, but the war itself.

______________

“We are like islands in the sea, sep-
arate on the surface but connected in the 
deep.” 

– William James
______________

A man who died and went to The 
Judgment, was told: “Before you meet 
with God, I should tell you – we’ve looked 
over your life, and to be honest you re-
ally didn’t do anything particularly good 
or bad. We’re not really sure what to do 
with you. Can you tell us anything you did 
that can help us make a decision?” The 

newly arrived soul thought for a moment 
and replied, “Yeah, once I was driving 
along and came upon a person who was 
being harassed by a group of thugs. So 
I pulled over, got out a bat, and went up 
to the leader of the thugs. He was a big, 
muscular guy with a ring pierced through 
his lip. Well, I tore the ring out of his lip, 
and told him he and his gang had better 
stop bothering this guy or they would have 
to deal with me!” “Wow that’s impressive, 
“When did this happen?” “About three min-
utes ago,” came the reply.

______________

Four simple ways to stay connected 
with God throughout the day:

1. Turn thoughts into prayer.
2. Be still and listen.
3. Surrender all to God. 
4. Be grateful.

– Abby Sasscer
______________

“Love is our true destiny. We do not 
find the meaning of life by ourselves alone 
– we find it with another.” 

– Thomas Merton, Love and Living

Staying
Connected
Continued from page 10

 Musical Notes

Bert & Remy Castro
Psalm 98 BCGGLent

The season of Lent began last Ash 
Wednesday and ends on Easter 

Sunday. When we talk about Lent, we hear 
familiar questions like “How are we going 
to observe Lent” as Christians are we re-
quired to do so?” Many of us are looking 
forward to this season; aside from several 
days of vacation on Holy Week, it is time to 
reflect on the things we’ve done and repent 
for our misdeeds and sinful acts. Each of 
us has his way of observing this season. 
Let me share an article I read, which will be 
my guide for a meaningful Lenten season:

• Give up sin – show our love by keep-
ing God’s commandments.

• Fast – an empty stomach can lead to 
more attentive prayer.

• Pray – be in constant prayer for your 
family and friends.

• Do good works – help and pray for 
those in need. 

• Give alms – help the poor. Give 
cheerfully to God who has given us 
everything we have.

• Abstain – give up meat and other de-
sirable foods especially on Fridays.

• Do meditative reading – nourish your 
faith by spending time in a quiet place, 
reading and reflecting,

• Control the desire for possessions – 
build up treasures in heaven rather 
than on earth.

• Control the desire for entertainment 
– too much entertainment can lead to 
less or no time for the works of the 
Lord.

• Carry out duties in life – God is calling 
each of us to be a living sacrifice in 
our daily life with Christ.

The choice of how to observe Lent is 
personal. The point is to focus our heart 
and mind on the passion, death and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. Whether done in 
a minor or major way, it is important that 
we devote a part of each day reflecting 
on God’s word. Time spent reflecting on 
God’s word is surely time well spent.
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Love offering is not only what you can give, 
but what you can share. Love offering is a sharing 
of the self. This need not be material.  It can be 
lending your ear, listening to someone. Specially 
in these times, we thirst, we long for someone who 
can listen to us.  And, when we are able to forgive, 
we share of ourselves.

Finally, for everything that we share, we give 
a part of ourselves.  But as the gospel reminds 
us, the more you give, the more you receive, at 
nabubuo ang ating pagkatao.  This is the irony of 
Christian life. When we give away something, we 
receive more. It is Christian grace to be able to 
share of ourselves.

Let us reflect: (1) What have I given… to my 
spouse, my family, community, a person I don’t 
even know? How has that enriched the receiver? 
How has that enriched myself, the giver?  (2) What 
am I going to offer? What am I going to share? 
Is there a movement from the spirit that I should 
share of myself, my treasure, my talent, my time?

The Gospel for this Sunday is about Jesus 
asking Peter to throw out the net. Peter answered: 
“We have been fishing the whole night but have 
caught no fish. But if you say so, I will throw the 
net.”

This is symbolic: throwing away the net. What 
happened when they threw the net? They caught 
so much fish they thought the boat would sink. Pe-
ter would not have caught that much fish if they 
had not thrown the net.

Every act of giving oneself becomes a Love 
Offering, because the offering we are giving, we 
are giving for love.

We recall in the gospel about the rich young 
man who asked Jesus what he had to do to have 
eternal life. When Jesus told him to sell his pos-
sessions and give the money to the poor, the 
young man became sad and walked away as he 
was not ready to part with his possessions.

Let us ask: What are my challenges? What 
net needs to be thrown, given away, so that I can 
catch fish?

Rufo & Louren Dacanay
Praxis Ministry, Song of Ruth BCGG

Love offering
Continued from page 1

NewsBits  /  Announcements NewsBits / Announcements

The Community’s BCGG Shepherds had their 
recommitment rites during the 06 February ComCel. 
Preceding their recommitment, the shepherds had a General 
Assembly last January 23 with Fr. James Gascon, SJ, Ted 
Concepcion, and Bicbic Medez as resource speakers.

The Alternate Shepherds will have their General 
Assembly this March 13 at RMT-CeFam.

The Marriage Encounter Weekend (ME Class 122) 
will be held at St. Scholastica’s Center of Spirituality in 
Tagaytay on March 18-20, 2016.

This Weekend is sponsored by M.E. Classes 119 
and 120.
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Five Tips to Get the 
Most out of the 

Extraordinary Jubilee 
Year of Mercy

Posted by Rebecca Ruiz

On December 8, 2015, Pope Francis opened a global 
Jubilee Year of Mercy. Historically, a jubilee year was a 
time of great rejoicing. During the jubilee there were 
parties and feasts, debts were canceled, slaves were 
freed, and prisoners were released.
We read of the jubilee in Isaiah:

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
because the LORD has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
to bind up the broken-hearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and release to the prisoners; 
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor (Isaiah 61:1–2).

A jubilee year is all about liberation.

So how do we take advantage of this offer of liberation? Over the 
past few years, Pope Francis has given us some great takeaways 
that will aid us in getting the most out of this Jubilee Year of 
Mercy.

1.  Open your heart. Just like the holy doors that Pope Francis 
and bishops around the world are opening for the jubilee, God’s 
love is open and available to us at all times. We need to open our 
hearts in return. Pope Francis says, “‘The Lord is waiting for me, 
the Lord wants me to open the door of my heart’ and we must 
have this certainty that He will wait for us just as we are and not 
as we are told to be.”

2.  Take that first step, and don’t be afraid! Mercy requires 
action on our part. Pope Francis reminds us that “God is always 
waiting for us, he always understands us, he always forgives us.” 

But we must take that first step back toward God. When we do, 
Pope Francis says, God’s “attitude is that of the ‘elderly father’ 
who ‘saw his son coming, returning from afar’ and immediately 
went to meet him and ‘embrace him’. God too, ‘awaits us: 
always, with the door open’. Because his heart ‘isn’t closed: it’s 
always open’. And ‘when we arrive like the son, he embraces us, 
kisses us: a God who celebrates’.” When we finally let go of our 
fears and get up the gumption to move toward God, God runs to 
embrace us.

3.  Let God do the judging. Have you ever had the experience 
of going to Reconciliation and, upon receiving your penance, 
thought,“Two Hail Marys? That’s it? I thought it was worse than 
that!” When we approach God, we’ve got to check our pre-
conceived notions of what we think we deserve at the door. 
God judges us differently than we judge; God judges out of an 
abundance of mercy and love for us. Pope Francis says, “Never 
forget this: The Lord never gets tired of forgiving us. It is we, 
who get tired of asking for forgiveness.” We may believe 
ourselves unworthy and irredeemable, but God, in mercy, says 
we are worthy, we are loved.

4.  Allow God’s love in. God’s love is life-changing, but we must 
let God love us. Pope Francis reminds us that, “‘we always have 
the attitude of gauging situations and things with the measures 
we have: and our measures are small’. This is why, ‘it will do 
us good to ask the Holy Spirit for the grace, to pray to the Holy 
Spirit for the grace to bring us at least a bit closer to understand 
this love and to have the will to be embraced, kissed, with that 
boundless measure.”

5.  Share the love. God’s loving mercy is transformative. Once 
we experience it, we just can’t keep it to ourselves. Pope 
Francis urges us to “serve Jesus crucified in every person who 
is emarginated, for whatever reason; to see the Lord in every 
excluded person who is hungry, thirsty, naked…to see the Lord 
who is imprisoned, sick, unemployed, persecuted; to see the 
Lord in the leper—whether in body or soul—who encounters 
discrimination!” Mercy calls us outward into compassionate 
action for our suffering brothers and sisters throughout the 
world.

God’s merciful love frees us. The Year of Mercy is an invitation to 
return that love. The choice is simple. We have nothing to lose 
and everything to gain.

See more at: http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/23163/five-tips-to-get-the-most-
out-of-the-extraordinary-jubilee-year-of-mercy#sthash.EVWRxmOK.dpuf
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My family who was supposed to have 
lunch in Tagaytay with our balikbayan 
relatives decided to join our outreach in-
stead. The two sons and some friends of 
Jecelyn and Edwin also made themselves 
available that day. Tony and Bambi Nar-
ciso decided to drop by before their trip to 
Baguio. Petrik and Yas Punzalan, another 
batch mate from ME 115, also came with 
their daughter Anika. So from an initial 4 
volunteers, a total of 23 actually came!

We started with a dry mass, a cel-
ebration of the liturgy and the Eucharist. 
The Jesuit brothers assigned in PGH con-
duct this in Bahay Aruga every Sunday. 
We then spent the next 2 hours entertain-

conducted, without any increase in Magis 
Deo’s budget for Suyuan. 

In a large manufacturing company 
I used to work for, one of the incentives 
was a monetary reward equivalent to 
10% of savings on operating expenses 
regularly incurred, without affecting 
efficiency and productivity. In Magis 
Deo, the inefficient use of limited funds 
cannot generate savings. Example: 
Due to potential health concerns, the 
Pastoral Council wanted to hold subse-
quent Marriage Encounter Weekends in 
a venue other than BLD. With the new 
venue starting March 2016, participants 
and auxies would now spend around 
P1,000 more per couple. And Magis Deo 
would now have to increase its subsidy 
by about P6,000 per M.E. Weekend, 
or an increase of P24,000 per year (for 
couple sharers, incoming class shep-
herd, etc.). These expenditure increases 
could have been saved for future M.E. 
Weekends. These increases may also 
discourage regular BCGG donors from 
sponsoring candidates. Furthermore, 

They eagerly browsed through the ori-
gami books I brought and immediately 
asked me to teach them how to make 
a dinosaur. I had to convince them to 
do an elephant instead because it’s 
less complicated and that was how 
far I reached in my one week of self 
study.

Seeing the joy of the children 
while doing their own origami is very 
rewarding. It is enough to know I was 
in some way responsible for bringing 
smiles to their faces. At least at that 
particular moment they forgot their 
pains and illnesses. It was very fulfill-
ing to know God used me as an instru-
ment of His love and encouragement 
for the sick children.

Hopefully at our next outreach at 
Bahay Aruga, I will be able to fulfill my 
promise – to teach them how to make 
a dinosaur! I have several months to 
practice!

Mission of Mercy
Continued from page 6

ing the kids with storytelling and origami 
and Valentine card making. Before we 
left, we distributed loot bags contain-
ing toiletries, milk packs, and biscuits. 
Everyone also received an umbrella and 
a red envelope containing money. Those 
celebrating their birthday this first quarter 
of the year got a special gift as well. For 
Bahay Aruga, we donated supplies and 
cash for operating expenses. 

More than the money and material 
gifts, what people actually need is our gift 
of loving presence. By being with them, 
asking them about their condition, pains, 
and sufferings, and showing sincere inter-
est in them, we get to reflect God’s love 
and mercy. Even for just a few hours, they 
get to feel the love, care, and support of 
our Father through other people. We be-
come a living experience of the closeness 
of the Father, whose tenderness is almost 

tangible. The story of Easter members 
who conquered cancer and other ailments 
serves as an inspiration and testimony of 
God’s mercy and compassion.

We do not have to take on the bigger 
burdens of the world. There are many 
opportunities that call for our attention 
and action. In light of the Jubilee Year of 
Mercy, this Lenten season invites us to 
commit to the corporal and spiritual works 
of mercy in deeper, more intentional 
ways. As we continue to reflect on and 
share God’s mercy to others, let us ask 
ourselves: What acts of mercy can I do 
today, especially for those closest to me 
– in my family, workplace or community? 
In what way can I respond to their mate-
rial needs? In what way can I offer them 
consolation or enlightenment? Where is 
God calling me?

would this increase in M.E. Weekend fees 
help solve the problem of attracting more 
participants?

When Edith and I were new in Magis 
Deo, fund raising activities were far in-
between. Funds raised were used over 
several years. Now we have fund raising 
activities every year, and we spend 
practically the amount of funds gener-
ated in the same year these were raised. 
Realignment of unspent budgets seems 
to be the norm now, to be spent on the 
current budget year rather than saved. 
Maybe we do have more activities now 
than before. But maybe, too, a careful 
reflection is needed on how and where 
funds are used, and that projects are un-
dertaken not because funds are available, 
nor out of convenience, nor legacy. An 
old adage says, “Live within your means” 
even if the means become insufficient 
(words in italics mine).

As Fr. James emphasized, love of-
fering is an offering of one’s self… not an 
offering of “another’s self” (words in italics 
mine). I understand this would entail in-
convenience and sacrifice on the person 
doing the love offering. As such, among 
the gifts that God gives us (i.e., time, tal-
ent, treasure) I could say that treasure is 
the easiest to let go.

Aruga
Continued from page 7

=
Continued from page 9
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Calendar of Activities:  March - May 2016
March Venue Contacts / Sponsors
05 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center North Sector, Community Services
 (Lenten Recollection)   1pm Guadalupe, Makati City Ministry, Agnus Dei BCGG, 
   3rd Floor, Multipurpose Hall Archangel Gabriel BCGG
13 Sun Alternate Shepherds’ Assembly Magis Office, 2/F Annex, RMT-CeFam Bldg. Louren Dacanay 0917-810-0308 
17 Thu Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, RMT-CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191 
 Host: Pareja
18-20 Marriage Encounter Weekend St. Scholastica’s Center of Spirituality Magis Deo 426-7191
 SD: Fr. James Gascon, SJ Kanangaan Road, Tagaytay City
April
02 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Central Sector, Marriage Encounter
   Guadalupe, Makati City Ministry, Corinthians BCGG,
   3rd Floor, Multipurpose Hall Sirach BCGG
09 Sat Introduction to Prayer Workshop TBA  Magis Deo 426-7191 
16 Sat Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, RMT-CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
 Host: Valencia
30-May 1  REACH Seminar   8am-6pm TBA Magis Deo 426-7191
 Facilitator: Bicbic Medez
 P2,500/couple
May
07 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center South Sector, Youth Ministry,
   Guadalupe, Makati City Francis BCGG, 
   3rd Floor, Multipurpose Hall Genesis of David BCGG
19 Thu Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, RMT-CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
 Host: Concepcion

March Birthday Celebrants
3 Nitz Eslava Psalm 46-Samaritans
8 Marivic Pareja Prodigal 102
8 Susan Tuaño ME Class 18
10 Margie Lim ME Class 119
10 Marilu Sta. Maria Magnificat
11 Bib De Guzman Archangel Gabriel
12 Mike Lim ME Class 119
13 Nancy Martin Tala
13 Denis Rago Agnus Dei
13 Wheng Reyes Francis
13 Mon Yupangco Transfiguration
14 Bert Abaja ME Class 119
14 Franco Reyes Archangel Gabriel
16 Dodo Sta. Maria Transfiguration
17 Eden Acosta ME Class 120
18 Rache Ebardo Tala
18 Philip Panlilio Mustard Seed
18 Ali Reyes Francis
18 Neds Vargas Easter
18 Rina Villalon ME Class 118
19 Josephus Jimenez Cana
22 Francis Pua ME Class 114
23 Shari Consulta Mustard Seed
23 Susan Magulod ME Class 119
24 Gene Bañez Agnus Dei
24 Jane Fernandez ME Class 104
24 Deng Francisco ME Class 118
24 Chito Tanchico ME Class 118
26 Mely Peralta Exodus
26 Mike Santos Prodigal 102
27 Tatic Castillo Cana
28 Siony Martinez Magnificat
29 Celso Martinez Magnificat
30 Alex Reyes Prodigal 102
31 Efren Castañarez Agnus Dei
31 Ellen Coronel Magnificat
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March Wedding Anniversaries
3 Deng & Wewe Francisco ME Class 118
5 Eddie & Riza Torres ME Class 101
13 Mennen & Elyn Aracid Easter
16 Chito & Leny Alnajes Song of Ruth
16 George & Beng Pascual Corinthians
24 Matt & Rosie Pineda St. Peter
26 Ciel & Manette Yap Corinthians
27 Jay & Gie Belga ME Class 116
30 Easley & Elaine Lariosa ME Class 114

Birthdays - First 10 days of  April
1 Percy Castañarez Agnus Dei
1 Lyza Orboc ME Class 121
2 Tony del Rosario James, Brother of John
3 Eugene Araullo Transfiguration
6 Ryan Syjuco ME Class 118
6 Floyd Tamera ME Class 116
10 Cathy Maulit ME Class 119

Wedding Anniversaries - First 10 days of April
3 Levy & Del Domingo Song of Ruth
5 Edwin & Jes Gumila Easter
7 Manny & Leslie Gatchalian Psalm 98
8 Ian & Elaine Serranilla ME Class 114


