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of life, respect for the rule of law, no 
plunder/graft case, compassion for the 
lost, least and the last.

2. Competence - excellence in results, 
and expertise in the process. Consider 
planning and strategizing based on 
vision / mission, skills in problem solving 
and decision-making, communication 
skills, skills of empathy, ability to 
unite the nation and heal the wounds, 
competence in economics, finance, 
foreign affairs and national defense.

3. Family Background - first test of 
goodness. Consider how he/she is as 
a husband/wife, father/mother, son/
daughter, brother/sister. Any record of 
infidelity or marital violence, any record 
of divorce, annulment, separation?

Continued on page 13

“What might Christ’s vote be at 
Elections 2016?”

“What will I hear that I haven’t 
heard before?”

 “Would I need to attend if I already 
know who I am going to vote?”

“Hmmm... this is a challenging top-
ic for a lively discussion!”

We cannot help but be apprehensive 
on how talks about elections would go and 
how well this will be attended. These ques-
tions and concerns disappeared when the 
speaker at our April community celebra-
tion, Magis Deo’s very own Atty. Josephus 
B. Jimenez of Cana BCGG (ME Class 14), 
started his talk.

JBJ started with a question that 
stirred everyone’s curiosity. Why did Jesus 
choose Peter to head His Church? Peter 
was very impulsive, had weak faith and 
denied Jesus three times. Why not Jesus’ 
two other shortlisted apostles: James and 
John, who is His beloved and who was 
with His mother at the foot of the cross?

Why favor Abel over Cain? Jacob 
over Esau? Why David and Moses? JBJ 
stresses that the God-centered approach 
to choosing the best candidates is by vot-
ing according to God’s will and our human 
conscience. He presented criteria which, 
he shares, are God-centered because 
these involve and use God’s gifts: the HU-
MAN MIND, the HUMAN HEART and the 
HUMAN CONSCIENCE. Through these 
we seek to exercise the FREEDOM TO 
CHOOSE according to His WILL. What are 
these criteria?

1. Character - purity of intentions and 
good faith. Consider integrity, God-
centeredness, respect for the sanctity 

4. Platform  - clarity of goals and 
objectives. Consider national security, 
foreign affairs, peace and order re: 
drugs and crimes, social justice, 
labor, employment, agrarian land 
reform, education, health, housing, 
environment, disaster preparedness, 
economics, trade, finance.

5. Stand on Important Issues - correct 
directions towards the right goals. 
Consider his/her stand on China’s 
bullying, EDCA, BBL, Mamasapano, 
MILF, population control, abortion, 
same sex marriage, Presidential veto 
of SSS premium hikes and refusal 
to reduce income tax, freedom of 
information law and transparency, 
ceaseless diaspora of Filipino talents 
and human capital, nepotism and 

A God-centered approach in 
Philippine elections
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 Editorial

Ricky & Trixie Sun
Archangel Gabriel BCGG

Continued on page 15

St. Maria Faustina Kowalska of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, O.L.M. (Sister Faustina) was a Polish nun and Chris-
tian mystic, who had frequent visions of and conversations 
with Jesus from 1931 until her death in 1938. She wrote 
down these conversations which were published in a book 
“The Diary of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska: Divine 
Mercy in My Soul.” Her claims of the apparition inspired 
the Roman Catholic devotion known as the Divine Mercy.

St. Faustina wrote that in the evening of February 22, 
1931, a Sunday, while she was in her convent cell in Plock, 
Jesus appeared to her as the “King of Divine Mercy.” He 
was wearing a white garment with red and pale rays emanat-
ing from His heart. She had written in her diary that Jesus told 
her to paint an image of Him according to the pattern she saw 
and to label it with “Jezu, ufam Tobie,” Polish for “Jesus, I 
trust in You.” He wanted this image venerated and promised 
that all souls that will venerate the image will not perish.

The red and pale rays emanating from Jesus’ heart sig-
nify the blood and water that flowed from His pierced side. 
It can simultaneously symbolize the Holy Spirit whom Christ 
breathed into the disciples on the eight day after His resur-
rection. On the strength of that Holy Breath, all sins are for-
given. God in Christ is reconciling the world to Himself. 

It is Christ’s Great Promise that complete pardon of sin 
and punishment will be granted on the Feast of Divine Mercy 
through reception of the sacraments. The greatness of the 
Day of Easter is that it is the boundary between life and death 
while the octave day, the Sunday after Easter, is the fulfill-
ment of what Easter is all about – perfect life in eternity.

St. Faustina recorded what Jesus told her in a diary and 
an excerpt is: “When you approach the confessional, know 
this, that I myself am waiting for you. I am only hidden by 
the priest, but I myself act in your soul. Here the misery of 
the soul meets the God of mercy. Tell souls that from this 
fount of mercy souls draw graces solely with the vessel of 
trust. If the trust is great, there is no limit to my generosity.”

Jesus is continually calling us to reconcile with Him. 
He reassures us that His mercy and love are so great 
that no sin can be left unforgiven. We weigh ourselves 
down by sin and our pride hinders us from confessing our 
sins. We create our own misery. Only by trusting that Je-
sus will forgive our transgressions will we find peace.

How many of us feel we are pushing ourselves away from 
the graces of God because we judge our sins as unforgiv-
able? How many times have we berated ourselves and labeled 
ourselves unworthy of Jesus’ love and mercy? We should 
suspend judgment on ourselves and humbly confess our sins 
to Jesus who will never judge or ostracize us. Don’t we desire 
to be “at-ONE-ment” with God, feel His mercy poured unto 
us, and experience His love and peace permeating our en-
tire being? What an exhilarating experience this would be.

Feast
of the

Divine Mercy
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 Council Corner

Ricky Valencia
Council, Easter BCGG

At the start of the year, the 
Magis Deo Pastoral Coun-
cil had but one theme and 
goal, “One RAP!” This pro-

gram is meant to encourage each 
member to do the following:

1. Recruit a couple for 
the ME Weekend

2. Attend a retreat
3. Participate in at least 

one outreach activity
It is almost mid-year and the 

thrust for this program has not 
waned. Have you heard of it? Is your 
life touched by it? Is it relevant?

New wine, old wineskin

The Pastoral Council wants each 
member to experience the fullness of 
being a Magis Deo member. We are 
contemplatives in action. We live and 
long for activities like these. We do not 
do these because we are obliged to. 
We do these because we are touched 
by a most loving God and by His grace 
feel the desire to reciprocate by sharing 
His love to others. That is the theory.

What is the reality? Five months into 
the program and the Pastoral Council and 
all the Ministry Heads are still asking the 
same question, “How do we make ‘One 
RAP!’ work?” The question is older than 
this Pastoral Council. For years, other 
Pastoral Councils have enticed, cajoled, 
and encouraged members to enforce 
various other programs to attain the same 
goal. If nothing else changes, ‘One RAP!’ 
will attain the same result as the past pro-
grams of the previous Pastoral Councils. 
Perhaps we should instead ask, “Why is 
‘One RAP!’ not performing as expected?”

The Pastoral Council has heard 
all the excuses under the sun on why 
programs fail. We are now prepared to 
listen to every reason under the sun. 
This time, perhaps, we will not see the 
responses as possible quick fixes to 
an unappreciated program or activity. 
Catering to all issues will not guarantee 
participation. This time, we must listen 
to what troubles the individual members 
and see what is important, dire, and 
relevant in their present lives. The com-
munity as a whole should make individual 
members feel like “we know what you’re 
going through and we’ve got your back.” 
This will not be easy. It will require a far 
greater commitment than “One RAP!” 
asks of every member. It would require 
each member to reach out to every other 
member as if they were part of his or her 
BCGG. Each one should commit to be 
in communion with all others in Christ.

I am offering a different perspec-
tive to an old vista. I believe that it is 
easier just to recruit one, attend an AIR, 
and participate in an outreach program. 
However, if we dream of making Magis 
Deo work, let us start with ourselves. 
Let us be friendly and loving to all those 
members outside of our BCGG. Let 
us go out and join in the activities of 
the bigger community. If we do not, we 
shall all suffer the emptiness and ir-
relevance of one another’s absence.

Is this too complicated? Let me state 
it in simpler terms. Let us be concerned 
with persons, not programs. If the Magis 
Deo Community today is not as we want 
it to be, then we deserve it. If we want 
to transform it, the choice is ours!
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The
Human-Divine
Risen-Christ

10 April 2016

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

From the Gospel narratives, the 
physical appearance of the Ris-
en Christ was not identical with 

His human appearance before His crucifix-
ion and death. For this reason, He was not 
immediately recognized by His disciples 
and others every time He appeared as the 
Resurrected Christ. But His deep, uncon-
ditional love and compassion in word and 
action were as strong as ever, as we can 
see in today’s Gospel reading Jn. 21:1-19.

Seven of His disciples, including Si-
mon Peter, went fishing all night long and 
caught nothing. You can imagine how wea-
ry, hungry, and disappointed they were! As 
they approached the shore, the Risen Je-
sus was there, whom they did not initially 
recognize. You know the rest of the story. 

He asked them to cast the net on the other 
side of the boat, and they caught so many. 
Not only that. He had prepared cooked 
fish and bread for them. “Come, have 
breakfast.” The Risen Lord’s loving heart 
opened their eyes and they could hardly 
believe that He would do this to them. The 
Servant-Leader indeed. Such was the Ris-
en Lord. Already resurrected, and still so 
human and caring in His ways of relating 
to his disciples and to all others. This in-
cludes you and me!

Incidentally, what I narrated above 
was not the first time He appeared to His 
disciples. It already happened a couple 
of times before this, and one of them was 
when Thomas was not with them. Human 
as he was, Thomas was full of unbelief. 
But because the Risen Lord loved him 
deeply, as He loves all of us, He consoled 

Thomas, who finally saw the Christ in Him 
and exclaimed: “My Lord and my God.” 
(Jn. 20:28). And the final words then of 
the Risen Christ are addressed to all of 
us: “Blessed are those who have not seen 
and have believed.” (v.29). As I am writing 
this line, my heart is so full of gratitude for 
having received that grace.

The Risen Jesus was not gender-
biased. He likewise appeared to Mary 
Magdala and other women. Mary was one 
of His most faithful followers. And so at 
the height of her grief because of Christ’s 
death, the Risen Christ appeared to her 
before He even appeared to His male dis-
ciples. This is according to John’s Gospel. 
You can just imagine what consolation 
Mary Magdala experienced. In this con-
nection, some anti-Christs in later years 
even spread the possibility that there must 
have been a love-affair between Christ 
and Mary Magdala! But, the reality is such 
that each one of us Christians is called to 
precisely have a love-affair with the Risen 
Christ. But some of us prefer to have a 
love-affair with our own egos, and others 
a love-affair with Satan. 

Going back to the post-resurrection 
narratives, this time from the Gospel of 
Luke, we are told of two followers of Jesus 
who were both very downcast and lost, as 
they were walking back home to their vil-
lage called Emmaus. They were at a loss 
at what had happened when someone 
started to walk with them, a stranger who 
was very much concerned about what was 
troubling them. And so they were able to 
ventilate the confused feelings and pains 
about the tragedy of the prophet Jesus who 
was crucified. Here again, the Risen Lord, 
whom they did not recognize, helped them 
understand the meaning of the scriptures. 
His personal concern and compassion for 
them were so deep that they invited Him 
to join them in their home. He accepted 
their invitation, and it was there, during the 
meal, that He gifted them with His loving 
identity. “And it happened that while he 
was with them at table, he took bread, said 
the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them. 
With that their eyes were opened and they 
recognized him, but he vanished from their 
sight.” (Lk. 24:30-31). At the height of their 
joy, He physically disappeared. Why? So 
that as the Risen Lord, He could be any-
where and everywhere without being lim-
ited by His physical appearance.

You and I are gifted in the same way. 
After receiving Holy Communion, the Ris-
en Lord is physically gone, but is very much 
present within each one of us and within 
all of living creation. The Risen Lord, then, 
is no less than the constant companion of 
each one of us who accepts Him with faith 
and loves as He loves, including loving our 
enemies, just as He does.

Let me quote His “Huling Habilin” in 
just two statements:

“Do not be afraid.” (Mt. 28:10)
“And behold, i am with you always, 

until the end of the age.” (v.20).
For as long as we learn to love Him as 

He loves us, and to love our neighbors as 
He does, there is absolutely nothing to be 
afraid of, whatever cross or crosses come 
our way.

Our coming national elections are 
a tremendous opportunity for us to love 
God and neighbor with the Risen Lord 
as no less than our human guide and di-
vine leader. To love our country and our 
countrymen is a most significant mission 
from our Risen Christ. We must have God 
at the center of all our political activities. 
The ways of the Risen Lord must be our 
ways. Otherwise, the ways of Satan will 
take over. Our political life and institutions 
should be both ecumenical and interfaith. 
Love. Justice. Peace. Amen.
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Pope Francis’ groundbreaking new 
document “Amoris Laetitia” (“The Joy of 
Love”) asks the church to meet people 
where they are, to consider the complexi-
ties of people’s lives and to respect people’s 
consciences when it comes to moral deci-
sions. The apostolic exhortation is mainly a 
document that reflects on family life and en-
courages families. But it is also the pope’s 
reminder that the church should avoid sim-
ply judging people and imposing rules on 
them without considering their struggles.  

Using insights from the Synod of 
Bishops on the Family and from bishops’ 
conferences from around the world, Pope 
Francis affirms church teaching on family 
life and marriage, but strongly emphasizes 
the role of personal conscience and pas-
toral discernment. He urges the church 
to appreciate the context of people’s lives 
when helping them make good decisions.  
The goal is to help families – in fact, ev-
eryone – experience God’s love and know 
that they are welcome members of the 
church. All this may require what the pope 
calls “new pastoral methods” (199).

Here are ten things to know about the 
pope’s groundbreaking new document. 

1. The church needs to understand 
families and individuals in all their com-
plexity. The church needs to meet people 
where they are. So pastors are to “avoid 
judgments which do not take into account 
the complexity of various situations” (296). 
People should not be “pigeonholed or fit 
into overly rigid classifications, leaving no 
room for personal and pastoral discern-
ment” (298). In other words, one size does 
not fit all. People are encouraged to live by 
the Gospel, but should also be welcomed 
into a church that appreciates their particu-
lar struggles and treats them with mercy. 
“Thinking that everything is black and white” 
is to be avoided (305). And the church can-
not apply moral laws as if they were “stones 
to throw at people’s lives” (305). Overall, 
he calls for an approach of understanding, 
compassion and accompaniment.

                 T H E  N A T I O N A L  C A T H O L I C  R E V I E W

Top Ten Takeaways from “Amoris Laetitia”
James Martin, SJ      April 8, 2016

Pope Francis greets newly married couples during his general audience in St. Peter’s 
Square at the Vatican in this Sept. 30, 2015 file photo.

2. The role of conscience is para-
mount in moral decision making. “In-
dividual conscience needs to be better 
incorporated into the church’s practice in 
certain situations which do not objectively 
embody our understanding of marriage” 
(303). That is, the traditional belief that 
individual conscience is the final arbiter 
of the moral life has been forgotten here. 
The church has been “called to form con-
sciences, not to replace them” (37). Yes, it 
is true, the Pope says, that a conscience 
needs to be formed by church teaching. 
But conscience does more than to judge 
what does or does not agree with church 
teaching. Conscience can also recognize 
with “a certain moral security” what God is 
asking (303). Pastors, therefore, need to 
help people not simply follow rules, but to 
practice “discernment,” a word that implies 
prayerful decision making (304).

3. Divorced and remarried Catho-
lics need to be more fully integrated 

into the church. How? By looking at the 
specifics of their situation, by remember-
ing “mitigating factors,” by counseling 
them in the “internal forum,” (that is, in pri-
vate conversations between the priest and 
person or couple), and by respecting that 
the final decision about the degree of par-
ticipation in the church is left to a person’s 
conscience (305, 300). (The reception of 
Communion is not spelled out here, but 
that is a traditional aspect of “participation” 
in church life.) Divorced and remarried 
couples should be made to feel part of the 
church. “They are not excommunicated 
and should not be treated as such, since 
they remain part” of the church (243). 

4. All members of the family need 
to be encouraged to live good Christian 
lives. Much of “Amoris Laetitia” consists 
of reflections on the Gospels and church 
teaching on love, the family and children. 
But it also includes a great deal of practical 

Continued on page 13
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“An indulgence is a remission before 
God of the temporal punishment due to 
sins whose guilt has already been for-
given…an indulgence is partial or plenary 
accordingly as it removes either part or 
all of the temporal punishment due to sin. 
The faithful can gain indulgences for them-
selves or apply them to the dead.” (Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church #1471)

“In the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
God forgives our sins, which He truly blots 
out; and yet sin leaves a negative effect on 
the way we think and act. But the mercy 
of God is stronger than even this. It be-
comes indulgence on the part of the Fa-
ther who, through the Bible of Christ, his 
Church, reaches the pardoned sinner and 
frees him from every residue left by the 
consequences of sin, enabling him to act 
with charity to grow in love rather than to 
fall back into sin. Hence to live the indul-
gence of the Holy Year means to approach 
the Father’s mercy with the certainty that 
His forgiveness extends to the entire life of 
the believer.” (Pope Francis, Misericordiae 
vultus #22)

On our first stop at the Manila Cathe-
dral Holy Door, I prayed deeply the Year 
of Mercy prayer of Pope Francis for the 
merciful gaze of the Lord. With true sor-
row for my sins, I was moved to tears as I 
kissed the Jubilee Cross which contains a 
relic of the true Cross of Christ. I felt God’s 

mercy and love. In the same manner, God 
calls me to do the same to others. Be-
fore the image of St. Peter the Apostle, I 
prayed for the intentions of Pope Francis 
and for taking care of the Church, with all 
its failings. At the Blessed Souls Chapels, 
I offered prayers for the departed close 
to me that God look at their goodness 
rather their sins. Then I relished more 
God’s presence at the St. Peter Adoration 
chapel and stayed there for a while, en-
joying the silence of being with the Lord. 
I renewed my baptismal promises at the 
Baptistry by reciting the Creed. I implored 
St. Joseph’s intercession for my personal 
intentions at the chapel named after him. 
At the main altar of the Immaculate Con-
cepcion, I begged for Mother Mary’s help 
in appealing to her Son on my behalf. I 
celebrated mass with the group, and be-

ing Good Shepherd Sunday, realized that 
I am God’s gift to His Son. I felt so graced 
with the visit, and thanked the Lord.

Our Lady of Sorrows Parish church in 
Pasay City was our next stop. We lighted 
the candle before the Cross and prayed. 
Meditating on the 7 sorrow s of Mother 
Mary, I felt deep sadness in my own heart, 
feeling the sorrows she went through and 
yet her strength before the Cross is such 
a grace from God! We recited together the 
rosary, meditating on the Lord’s passion.

We moved to the National Shrine of 
the Sacred Heart in Makati, and as we en-
tered the Holy Door, I prayed the novena 
to the Sacred Heart, lifted my intentions to 
the Lord, and entrusting everything to His 
care. Before the Crucified Christ, I prayed 
for plenary indulgence for one soul in Pur-
gatory and for the peace of my departed 
ones. Some of my co-pilgrims who were 
not able to go to confession before the pil-
grimage had a chance to receive the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation. At the Adoration 

Passing the 
Holy Doors 

in the
Jubilee Year 

of Mercy
Malu Panlilio, Mustard Seed BCGG

Inspired by the promise of plenary indulgence by Pope Francis during 
the jubilee year of mercy, Mustard Seed BCGG (6 members) joined 11 Olandes 
Suyuan leaders as pilgrims to the five Jubilee churches of the Archdiocese of 
Manila last April 17, 2016. Fr. Vic Baltazar, SJ, Director of Center for Ignatian 
Spirituality, provided the impetus for the pilgrimage.

Continued on page 12
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Magis Youth Graduates

Ronin Ezekiel Tabuzo 
La Consolacion College Pasig 

Denise Leanne Marie Parada 
BS Entrepreneurship 

De La Salle University 

Immanuel Rivera 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 

School 

Joaquin Aldeguer 
Xavier High School  

Noelle Aisha Gascon 
La VLAIZE Integrated Science School 

Noelle Aira Gascon 
Tanza Comprehensive  
National High School  
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 Prose and Poetry
Chacho Angeles, Thessalonians BCGG

THE SUMMER OF 2016

I.    PRAYER FOR THE ELECTIONS

Father, where are You?
You are so absent in our nation’s heart,
You are so quiet, so distant, invisible,
Plastered over by multi-colored posters;
Your voice drowned by the trumpet blares
And the jarring jingles of the adverts
Of unexciting self-projections of those
Who think themselves worthy 
To be leaders of the people;
And summer rolls in like an all-consuming fire,
The heat index rises to the boiling point.

Father I pray for your presence
And let me see through all the
Hoopla into the heart of the matter.
I pray for personal and internal unity
That will let me discern the source
Of all the words spoken, the heart,

And what is really in it;
And erase that dichotomy that separates 
Your teachings, the example of Your son, 
Your commands – from my preferences, 
My desires, my words and my actions.
It is so easy for me to operate
In a plane without Your presence,
And switch on to You when I feel
Down and confused, and hard up.
Or on Sundays. So easy to think
That election is secular, and that You
And Your holy Word, are the rule and 
Guide of my faith, but not my life.

I pray for Your inspiration
For I cannot do this alone.
Amidst all the distraction of the 
Heat of summer, the political noise,
And the pressing daily concerns 
Of our livelihoods and households,
Let me hear Your cool, soothing voice 
In the rustle of the leaves, and the 
Soft crunch of sand under my feet.
Let me feel the warmth of Your embrace,
And so strengthen my heart to know,
Your Justice, Your Peace, 
Your will and Your plan for me.

II.    ELECTION BLUES

I ask myself often how this came about,
With all the progress made by man
On all fronts of our limited lives.
And sadly I do not know the answer.

Three thousand years removed 
Are we from Your anointing of
The kings of Israel, that they may
Establish Your chosen people 
In the land that You promised, 
Nurture and protect them, that 
You may reign in their hearts,
But injustice and idolatry had dominion.

Two thousand years, from Your Son, 
The incarnation of Your love for
The all of mankind, and creation, but
Betrayal and blindness ruled.

And then came the middle ages,
When petty lords were sovereign
Together with some princes of the church,
Yet arrogance and darkness reigned.

Seven centuries, from the Renaissance
And the flowering of reason and humanism,

That saw an explosion of man’s creativity,
But intolerance and ignorance flourished.

Four centuries, from the birth of Democracy,
The levers of power and wealth devolved,
And the people, empowered,
Still abuse and deception is supreme.

Two centuries, from the industrial revolution,
And the large scale means to provide
The goods for an exploding population,
Still greed and poverty persisted.

Seven decades, from harnessing the
Energy from the tiniest of particles,
Cutting edge technology applied everywhere,
Still hunger and destruction remained.

Only three decades from the flowering of IT,
The convenient power of connectedness, 
Bringing the rest of the world right before 
Our eyes, in the comfort of our homes,
Still injustice and idolatry ruled.

And now as I sit in front of my laptop,
I ask: What happened?

You, my God, have been relegated 
To the realm of superstition,
Love has been trivialized in eros,
The family, squeezed between egos,
And the self, glorified.

Rationality is superior to interior awareness;
A scientific mind to a prayerful heart;
The system and its structures dominate,
Intended to bring about the people’s welfare;
Creation and its fruits are accumulated, but
Used to swell one’s wealth, power and influence;
And this beautiful person wherein lives Your spirit,
Has been turned into a commodity, 
To serve as input to large conglomerates,
At the same time turned into the leviathan
That will devour the fruits of the machines.
Alone in the midst of many and plenty,
Alienated from his true self.

After Your Son left, You sent 
Messengers imbued with the Spirit,
With Your love, and Your words.
And what did we do?
There were ooh’s and aah’s,
Many listened, but a lot more
Forgot!

As I was. As I did. As I became.

Mga kuya at ate,
Ito ay isang dasal na nais kong 

ibahagi sa inyo, habang ang kili-kili 
ko ay umuulan dito sa aming bahay. 
Napakainit ng election na ito at ako’y 
namamangha sa samu’t saring uri 
ng reaksyon at tauli na lumlabas at 
kumakalat sa FB, sa sel pon, at pati 
sa barberya, ukol sa darating na 
halalan at ang mga nagtutunggalian 
dito. Sa kabila ng lahat ng ingay, 
sana’y maglaan tayo ng kaunting 
katahimikan upang silipin ang ating 
mga puso, at wariin ng masinsinan 
ang dapat nating gawin batay sa mga 
kaibuturang aral ng ating pananam-
palataya, at buhay sa Diyos. Nawa’y 
ang tunay na magwagi sa timpal-
akang darating ay ang sambayanang 
Pilipino, at ang Diyos. At nawa’y, 
at ito’y nararapat lamang, sama-
sama tayong lahat mang-upat ng 
inaasam na pagbabago, at di lang 
natin ipauubaya sa iilang mga tao, 
opisyal, pinuno, o sino pa mang 
sihodang maluluklok sa pwesto.
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 Musical Notes

Celebrating life; celebrating 
a Golden Anniversary

Last January 30, 2016 Flor and 
I celebrated our 50th wedding anni-
versary. It is a huge blessing at nag-
papasalamat ako sa Panginoon at di 
kami pinabayaan, and He helped us 
through all the trials and difficulties in 
our relationship.

Mula nang kami’y magkakilala, 
marami nang sagabal sa aming pag-
iibigan. I was only seventeen in 1965, 
at sobrang higpit ng Tatay ko that no 
one dared to court me. But there was 
one guy, at si Flor ‘yun. He was fully 
aware na di siya pwedeng umakyat ng 
ligaw. Gumawa siya ng paraan upang 
kami ay makapag-usap. Dadalaw siya 
every Sunday morning dahil alam ni-
yang wala ang Tatay ko. Di nagtagal, 
nalaman din ng Tatay at lalo siyang 
naghigpit. Six months after ng aming 
pagkagustuhan, inaya ako ni Flor na 
magtanan. Sumama ako dahil di ko 
kayang mahiwalay sa kanya. Hinanap 
ako ng Tatay at natagpuan niya kami 
sa Pangasinan. Nang pabalik na kami 
sa Maynila, akala namin ay payag na 
ang Tatay ko, ngunit may bumulong sa 
akin na huwag hihiwalay kay Flor, na 
kung saan siya sasakay ay doon din 
ako. May masamang balak pala ang mga 
kasama ng Tatay ko. Pagdating sa Maynila 
dineretso kami sa presinto. Pinakulong ni 
Tatay si Flor. Iyak ako ng iyak at ninais 
kong mapakulong na din para kami ay 
magkasama. Pagkaraan nang ilang araw, 
bumalik ang Tatay sa presinto. Wala na si 
Flor dahil may kababayan siyang abogado 
na tumulong sa kanya. Sinabihan ako ng 
Tatay na iniwan na ako ni Flor, at pinapa-
pirma niya ako para magdemanda nguni’t 
hindi ako nagpapilit. Alam kong babalik 
si Flor; alam kong mahal na mahal niya 
ako at ganun din ako sa kanya. Nanini-
wala akong hindi pababayaan ni Lord na 
magkahiwalay kami. Alam kong gagawa 
ng paraan si Flor upang magkita kami 
muli. Hindi ako nagkamali. After a month, 
bumalik siya kasama ang kanyang mga 
magulang nguni’t sobrang galit si Tatay 
at pinagtabuyan sila, at may hawak pang 

itak. Nakita kaming magkausap sa isang 
sulok, at lalong nagalit at pinagtutulak niya 
ako sa kwarto. After two weeks, bumalik 
uli sina Flor. The same thing happened; 
hindi sila pinatuloy. Hindi nawalan nang 
pag-asa si Flor. Naghanap siya ng padrino 
na hindi matanggihan ng Tatay ko. Hindi 
ko nakalimutang ipagdasal na sana’y 
pumayag na siyang ikasal kami. Sa awa 
ng Diyos, pumayag rin ang Tatay nguni’t 
hindi siya dumalo sa aming kasal. 

I thought that was the end of our 
misery, pero ‘yun lang pala ang umpisa 
ng mga problema sa aming pagsasama. 
Kahit mahal na mahal namin ang isa’t-
isa, hindi sapat iyon dahil meron din ka-
ming kahinaan. Nagkatatlong anak kami; 
nagkulang na kami financially at madalas 
nang di magkasundo. Lagi ang aming 
pagtatalo, at muntik na kaming maghiwa-
lay. Ngunit hindi kami pinabayaan ni Lord. 

May ginamit si Lord na instrument 
para mahikayat kaming dumalo sa 
Couples for Christ. Naging maganda 
uli ang aming pagsasama. Minsan 
there are trials pero madali naming 
nalulutas sa tulong ng community. Pi-
natibay ang aming pananampalataya 
sa Panginoon. 

Kinailangang magkahiwalay kami 
ng dalawang taon nuong nagtrabaho 
si Flor sa ibang bansa. Kailangang 
magsakripisyo para sa kinabukasan 
ng aming mga anak. Para makatu-
long, nagtayo ako ng munting gro-
cery. Sa kabutihang palad, gumanda 
ang takbo. I was so busy managing 
the store, nawala na sa oras ko ang 
magsimba at dumalo sa prayer meet-
ings. Hindi ko namalayan na nalimu-
tan ko nang magpasalamat kay Lord 
sa mga biyayang binibigay niya sa 
amin. Napag-aral namin ang aming 
mga anak at nakapagpundar kami ng 
bahay na aming tirahan, na dapat ay 
ipagpasalamat kay Lord. Dumating 
ang panahon na nabawi ang bless-
ings. Four times kami na-holdap at 
muntik na kaming mapahamak lalo na 
ang isa kong anak. Maybe those were 

signs na pinapaalala ni Lord na ang lahat 
sa kanya galing at pwede niyang bawiin. 
Isang araw, may lumapit at hinikayat ka-
ming dumalo sa Magis Deo Marriage En-
counter. We were once again active in a 
community. Masaya ako especially when 
I joined the Magis Choir. We decided na 
itigil na ang grocery. Sapat na sa amin ang 
munting barber shop at nakapagpagawa 
din kami ng dalawang unit ng apartment. 
Ang mahalaga sa amin ay peace of mind 
at masayang pamilya.

Maraming salamat sa mga dumalo 
in our celebration, lalo na sa Magis Choir. 
Kahit busy sila ay nagawa pa rin nilang 
dumalo. Higit sa lahat, salamat sa binigay 
nilang sobre. Maliit man o malaki, marami 
silang natulungan na mga bata at matatan-
dang nangangailangan. Thank you Lord 
for all the blessings. God bless you all.

Mely Peralta, Exodus BCGG
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Free medical and dental services 
were sponsored by Corinthians BCGG 
for the underprivileged populace of Mala-
bon City last April 17 and 24, 2016. The 
venue, the covered court at Barangay Cat-
mon, was filled to the brim. The dozens of 
doctors, dentists, nurses and aides had 
their hands full the whole day as residents 
packed the multipurpose court as early as 
5 am. The staff handled the crowd so effi-
ciently that all were served at the quickest 
possible time.

Jun & Mila Sison, Regie & Daisy de 
Guzman, Ciel & Manette Yap, Apin & Chie 
Llamas, Carlos & Ruby Pizarro, Leo & 
Marilyn Soliman were joined by Art Santos 
of BCGG Thessalonians in carrying out the 
mission.

The crowd was elated when Mayor 
Lenlen Oreta came with his first lady Me-
lissa Sison-Oreta and his entourage com-
posed of the Vice Mayor and councilors of 
Malabon. The mayor’s mother, Sen. Tes-
sie Aquino-Oreta, also graced the event. 
Mayor Lenlen and Sen. Tessie expressed 
their gratitude to the Magis Deo Commu-
nity for extending our outreach program to 
their constituency. 

All for the glory of God.

Corinthians 
Outreach

at
Malabon

Leo Soliman
Corinthians BCGG
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Some people have a job in the church.
Others invite themselves in a ministry.
What’s the difference?

If you are doing it just because no one else will,
      it’s a job.
If you are doing it to serve the Lord,
      it’s a ministry.

If you quit because somebody criticized you,
      it’s a job.
If you keep on serving, it’s a ministry.

If you’ll do it only as long as it does not interfere 
      with your other activities, it’s a job.
If you are committed to staying with it even if it 
      means letting go of other things, it’s a ministry.

If you quit because no one praised you or 
      thanked you, it’s a job.
If you stay with it even though nobody recognized 
      your efforts, it’s a ministry.

It’s hard to get excited about a job,
It’s almost impossible not to be excited about
      a ministry.

If our concern is success, it’s a job.
If our concern is faithfulness, it’s a ministry.

An average church is filled with people 
      doing jobs,
A great and growing church is filled with people 
      involved in ministry.

Where do we fit in? What about us?

If God calls you to a ministry, don’t treat it like a job.
If you have a job, give it up and find a ministry.

God doesn’t make us feeling stuck with a job,
But excited and faithful to HIM in a ministry.

Chapel, I intently looked at the Christ with 
extended Hand, reaching out to me and I 
could only return His beautiful gaze at me 
with so much thanksgiving for all the bless-
ings He has given me in my life.

Our fourth stop was at the Archdioc-
esan Shrine of the Divine Mercy in Manda-
luyong. I was struck by the gazing eyes of 
the Lord in the original painting of Jesus the 
Divine Mercy by a Polish artist. It was as if 
Jesus was telling me it is alright, my friend, 
I am with You and will bless your family for-
ever. Such consoling look! It was a relief, 
and I felt it was so cool from the scorching 
heat of the sun. At the side altar which con-
tains the relic of St. Faustina Kowalska, the 
visionary of the Divine Mercy, I lifted the in-
tentions of all sinners. Before the image of 
the Crucified Christ, I prayed for those who 
suffer both in mind and body. At the Colum-
baria, I offered prayers for the repose of the 
souls of my dear departed ones.

We concluded our pilgrimage at the 
Holy Door of the Santuario del Santo Cristo 
in San Juan, built in 1602 with such beau-
tiful façade reminiscent of the Spanish-in-

spired churches in our country. I venerated 
the Crucified Christ, prayed the novena 
to the Santo Cristo and was stirred by the 
lines, “I want to be a disciple, Lord, and I 
want to accept the Cross. But I am weak, 
and I need your help.” Truly, it is only grace 
from the Lord that will give me strength to 
carry on His work. 

Our prayers in all the five churches 
were accompanied by alms giving for vari-
ous causes, i.e., homeless, corporal works 
of mercy of burying the dead, the sick, pris-
on apostolate.

We were given completion certificates 
signed by Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle with 
the blessing: “May the Father who is rich in 
compassion grant you all the blessings of 
this pilgrimage and inspire you to become 
an instrument of His mercy.”

Prayer of Pope Francis
for the Year of Mercy

Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us 
to be merciful like the heavenly Father, and 
have told us that whoever sees you sees 
Him. Show us your face and we will be 
saved. Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus 
and Matthew from being enslaved by mon-
ey; the adulteress and Magdalene from 

seeking happiness only in created things; 
made Peter weep after his betrayal, and 
assured Paradise to the repentant thief.

Let us hear, as if addressed to each 
one of us, the words that you spoke to the 
Samaritan woman: “If you knew the gift of 
God!”

You are the visible face of the invisible 
Father, of the God who manifests His pow-
er above all by forgiveness and mercy: let 
the Church be your visible face in the world, 
its Lord risen and glorified. 

You willed that your ministers would 
also be clothed in weakness in order that 
they may feel compassion for those in ig-
norance and error; let everyone who ap-
proaches them feel sought after, loved, and 
forgiven by God.

Send your Spirit and consecrate every 
one of us with its anointing, so that the Ju-
bilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from 
the Lord, and your Church, with renewed 
enthusiasm, may bring good news to the 
poor, proclaim liberty to captives and the 
oppressed, and restore sight to the blind.

We ask this of you, Lord Jesus, through 
the intercession of Mary, Mother of Mercy; 
you who live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit for ever and ever.

Passing the Holy...
Continued from page 7

Ministry or Job
Anna Sandberg
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advice from the pope, sometimes gleaned 
from exhortations and homilies regarding 
the family. Pope Francis reminds married 
couples that a good marriage is a “dynamic 
process” and that each side has to put up 
with imperfections. “Love does not have to 
be perfect for us to value it” (122, 113). The 
pope, speaking as a pastor, encourages 
not only married couples, but also engaged 
couples, expectant mothers, adoptive par-
ents, widows, as well as aunts, uncles and 
grandparents. He is especially attentive 
that no one feels unimportant or excluded 
from God’s love.

5. We should no longer talk about 
people “living in sin.” In a sentence that 
reflects a new approach, the pope says 
clearly, “It can no longer simply be said that 
all those living in any ‘irregular situation’ are 
living in a state of mortal sin” (301). Other 
people in “irregular situations,” or non-tra-
ditional families, like single mothers, need 
to be offered “understanding, comfort and 
acceptance” (49). When it comes to these 
people, indeed everyone, the church need 
to stop applying moral laws, as if they were, 
in the pope’s vivid phrase, “stones to throw 
at a person’s life” (305).  

6. What might work in one place 
may not work in another. The pope is not 
only speaking in terms of individuals, but 
geographically as well. “Each country or 
region…can seek solutions better suited to 
its culture and sensitive to its traditions and 
local needs” (3). What makes sense pasto-
rally in one country may even seem out of 
place in another. For this reason and oth-
ers, as the pope says at the beginning of 
the document that for this reason, not every 
question can be settled by the magisteri-
um, that is, the church’s teaching office (3). 

7. Traditional teachings on marriage 
are affirmed, but the church should not 
burden people with unrealistic expecta-
tions. Marriage is between one man and 
one woman and is indissoluble; and same-
sex marriage is not considered marriage. 
The church continues to hold out an invita-
tion to healthy marriages. At the same time, 
the church has often foisted upon people 
an “artificial theological ideal of marriage” 
removed from people’s everyday lives (36). 
At times these ideals have been a “tremen-
dous burden” (122). To that end, seminar-
ians and priests need to be better trained 
to understand the complexities of people’s 
married lives. “Ordained ministers often 
lack the training needed to deal with the 
complex problems currently facing fami-
lies” (202).  

8. Children must be educated in sex 
and sexuality. In a culture that often com-
modifies and cheapens sexual expression, 
children need to understand sex within the 
“broader framework of an education for 
love and mutual self-giving” (280). Sadly, the 
body is often seen as simply “an object to 
be used” (153). Sex always has to be under-
stood as being open to the gift of new life.

9. Gay men and women should be 
respected. While same-sex marriage is not 
permitted, the pope says that he wants to 
reaffirm “before all else” that the homosex-
ual person needs to be “respected in his or 
her dignity and treated with consideration, 
and ‘every sign of unjust discrimination’ is to 
be carefully avoided, particularly any form 
of aggression or violence.” Families with 
LGBT members need “respectful pastoral 
guidance” from the church and its pastors 
so that gays and lesbians can fully carry out 
God’s will in their lives (250). 

10. All are welcome. The church must 
help families of every sort, and people in ev-
ery state of life, know that, even in their im-
perfections, they are loved by God and can 
help others experience that love. Likewise, 
pastors must work to make people feel wel-
come in the church. “Amoris Laetitia” offers 
the vision of a pastoral and merciful church 
that encourages people to experience the 
“joy of love.” The family is an absolutely es-
sential part of the church, because after all, 
the church is a “family of families” (80).

family dynasties and appointments of 
classmates and party mates to sensitive 
positions.

6. Track Record - proven excellence in 
solid achievements. Consider imprudent 
use and disbursement of public funds, 
unexplained wealth, dishonest SALN, 
mediocrity and incompetence in 
decision making, manifest bias and 
prejudice in administering justice, 
allowing him/herself to be manipulated 
by business interests of religious sects, 
being part of a political dynasty or a 
family supported by drug lords, crime, 
and gambling lords.

We did not have time to do a sample 
point-system and mock short listing using 
these criteria. It would have been interest-

ing to find out the names that will come up. 
But JBJ did not miss reminding us that any 
nation, any people, deserve the officials 
they have; that the officials we have are a 
reflection of who we really are. Bad officials 
are chosen by good people who do not ex-
ercise their vote in the right manner which 
is according to the will of God. (#choosing-
Barabbas-instead-of-Jesus). JBJ is right: 
evil triumphs when good men (like us) do 
nothing.

After the talk, how do I feel and what 
was stirred in me as God’s invitation? I felt 
the importance of my vote. My vote counts. 
I am moved to put extra effort in knowing 
and checking the background and stand of 
the candidates; to reflect and discern. Now-
adays we have the convenience of the in-
ternet and media. A little effort from me will 
go a long way. I am reaffirmed of my value 
and power to be an instrument of change in 
the country.

So why did God choose Peter amidst 
his imperfections? It was Peter who did not 
leave Jesus. Yes, John was the beloved of 
Jesus, but it was Peter who loved him most. 
His love for Jesus was shown through his 
actions... embracing, sharing and living 
God’s will.

Companions, let us not leave Jesus. 
Let us not leave our country the Philippines 
and the rest of the Filipinos. Let us truly 
pray for and intensify our efforts to prepare 
for and exercise this power to make a differ-
ence in our country. Let us heed JBJ’s chal-
lenge as a community: Magis Deo should 
not be folding our hands while a crucial 
choice is to be made for our nation and 
people. We cannot allow ourselves to stand 
idly, while history is being made…NOW.

Jojo & Jane Aldeguer
Mustard Seed BCGG

A God-centered...
Continued from page 1

Top Ten Takeaways
Continued from page 6
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Rey Mella, Cana BCGG
 Spiritual Tidbits and Humor

Continued on page 11

God listens 
and answers 

questions

John 15:7 – If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye 
will, and it shall be done unto you.

______________

One of the problem solving tools 
we use at work is the why-why analysis. 
We ask a series of whys to get to the root 
cause of a problem. In life, this may not 
necessarily work. When we ask God why, 
God will not give us a direct answer nor will 
He actually give us a verbal answer. But I 
believe that He does answer all our ques-
tions, whether we actually verbalize them 
or simply ask them in our minds.

______________

This year has been full of surprises 
and big challenges. In order for me to 
manage my stress level and to cope with 
the big things I was facing, I asked for a 
miracle.

Why am I so confident that God would 
grant me a miracle? It’s not just because 
He said, “Ask and it shall be given to 
you…” but more because He has granted 
me many things in the past, some in the 
form of miracles, big and small.

So, to increase my faith and my con-
fidence in the forthcoming miracle, I did 
an inventory and listed down the miracles 
God has done for me in my life.

I know that God answers all my 
prayers, always in His time. Sometimes, 
His answers come much later and with 
the best timing, that I may not even rec-
ognize that that was an answer to a very 
old prayer.

God works in wonderful ways. He an-
swers my questions.

______________

“We never know how God will an-
swer our prayers, but we can expect that 
He will get us involved in His plan for the 
answer. If we are true intercessors, we 
must be ready to take part in God’s work 
on behalf of the people for whom we pray.” 

― Corrie ten Boom
______________

I was born asthmatic. As far as I can 
remember, I started having asthma attacks 
when I was in the elementary grades. My 
grandfather would carry me on his back 
and walk 300 meters to the doctor’s clinic 
for me to get treated. I was having attacks 
so frequently that I overheard my grand-
father, who was so concerned about me, 
saying how he wished there was a million-
peso medicine to cure asthma and he 
would buy it for me. That’s what I remem-
ber – perhaps he said a thousand pesos, 
because we were poor. But my grandfa-

ther loved me a lot and I knew he suffered 
whenever I had difficulty breathing during 
my attacks. (I should know. I felt exactly 
the same way whenever my son has his 
attacks).

In high school, I was hospitalized 
once due to asthma. In college, I also got 
hospitalized due to asthma. I became de-
pendent on the Ventolin inhaler.

My parents became very concerned 
when, after graduating from college and 
I started working, I also started smoking. 
For 13 years, I smoked up to two packs of 
Philip Morris every single day.

I was a smoker when I met my wife. 
I stopped smoking when my son Jared 
was born. That was close to 24 years ago. 
Even after I stopped smoking, I still had 
very infrequent asthmatic attacks. 

I was freed of my dependence on the 
inhaler in 2001 during a freak incident (I 
traveled to Seoul, Korea at the height of 
winter, unprepared, and forgot to bring my 
inhaler). But that’s another story.

All my life, I have always accepted the 
reason for my being asthmatic as genet-
ics. My mother’s mother was asthmatic. 
So was my father. So my parents bore ten 
children, two of whom had asthma. Unfor-
tunately, I was one of the two.
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I am 58 years old and it only occurred 
to me very recently that the reason I am 
asthmatic is not genetics. It is a gift from 
God. He blessed me with asthma.

I realized that the very reason I am 
very conscientious about my health and 
make an effort to take care of my body, is 
because I am asthmatic. By virtue of my 
being asthmatic, I have a built-in disad-
vantage and that I am weaker physically.

Thus, to compensate for this, for the 
last 20 years I have been exercising and 
really taking care of my health. I need to. 
For the same reason, I “forced” my three 
kids to take up swimming – I wanted them 
prepared, in case they also turn out to be 
asthmatic.  I wanted their lungs stronger 
than others’. Hence, all my children be-
came competitive swimmers when they 
were young.

Of my three children, the only son has 
asthma but he quickly outgrew it with the 
help of his taking up swimming as a sport 
in elementary and high school.

I can imagine how my life would have 
been if I were not asthmatic. It is highly 
possible I would have abused my body 
even beyond my smoking.

God has answered the one question 
about my asthma, one that I often asked 
when I was younger: Why me?

______________

More tears are shed over answered 
prayers than unanswered ones. 

– St. Teresa of Avila
______________

In 2005-2006, I was desperately try-
ing to sell our house as I owed money from 
a previous employer and I was jobless. My 
timing was bad as the real estate market 
was down at that time. Even at close to 
50% of my acquisition price, no one want-
ed to buy it. I already had plans to move 
and rent a smaller house in Quezon City, 
where two of my children where study-
ing. Nothing happened. I couldn’t find a 
buyer and I couldn’t find a job. And in my 
prayers, I kept asking asking the Lord, not 
why, but what’s in store for me. I asked 
that He make it happen soon. He did. 

In June 2007, I found a job. Within 3 
months from the time I started working, our 
housing loan was approved and we paid 
what I owed my former employer. Within 
3 years, we paid up our housing loan and 
were debt-free. The rest is history.

God takes time to answer but when 
He does, His answers are nowhere less 
than perfect.

______________

A little boy was kneeling beside his 
bed with his mother and grandmother, 
softly saying his prayers: “Dear God, 
please bless Mommy and Daddy and all 
the family and please give me a good 
night’s sleep.”

Suddenly he looked up and shouted, 
“And don’t forget to give me a bicycle for 
my birthday!!”

“There is no need to shout like that,” 
said his mother. “God isn’t deaf.”

“No,” said the little boy, “but Grandma is.”
– jokes.christiandunite.com

______________

“Heaven is full of answers to prayer 
for which no one bothered to ask” 

– Billy Graham

During this upcoming Feast of Divine 
Mercy, let us trust that we will be forgiven, 
let us forgive ourselves and let us forgive 
everyone who has hurt us. It is also on this 
special day that Jesus calls us to cleanse 
us of our sins. He patiently calls on us to 
reconcile with Him. He calls on everyone 
who has strayed to go back to Him. Je-
sus weeps when one His sheep has gone 
astray. He is filled with deep sorrow if one 
soul departs from Him. Let us lessen His 
sadness by inviting lost sheep back into 
His fold. Wouldn’t it be a joy to see our lov-
ing Savior smile?

 “This is the time of mercy. It is 
important that the lay faithful live it 
and bring it into different social envi-
ronments. Go forth!” 

– Pope Francis

But God, who is rich in mercy, 
because of the great love He had for 
us, even when we were dead in our 
transgressions, brought us to life 
with Christ (by grace you have been 
saved). 

– Ephesians 2:4-5

God listens...
Continued from p. 14

Feast of the
Divine Mercy
Continued from page 2

St. Maria Faustina Kowalska
of the Blessed Sacrament, O.L.M.
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Calendar of Activities:  May - July 2016
May Venue Contacts / Sponsors
01 Sun REACH Seminar (Day 2) 8am - 6pm Magis Office, 2/F Annex, RMT-CeFam Bldg. Louren Dacanay 0917-810-0308
 Facilitator: Bicbic Medez, P2,500/couple
07 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center South Sector, Youth Ministry,
 Topic: “Youth” 3rd Floor, Multipurpose Hall Francis BCGG, 
 Speaker/Celebrant: Fr. Ted Gonzales, SJ  Genesis of David BCGG
21 Sat Servant Leaders General Assembly Magis Office, 2/F Annex, RMT-CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
 (Pastoral Council, Ministry and Alternate
 Heads, BCGG and Alternate Shepherds, 
 Committee Heads)
June
04 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center North Sector, Formation Ministry
 “Shepherding” Auditorium 3, 2nd Floor Exodus BCGG, Magnificat BCGG
18 Sat Council & Ministry Heads Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, RMT-CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
July
2 Sat Community Celebration San Carlos Lay Formation Center Central Sector, Outreach Ministry
 “Outreach” 3rd Floor, Multipurpose Hall Thessalonians BCGG,
    Transfiguration BCGG
21 Thu Council Meeting  (Host: Gonzales)  Magis Office, 2/F Annex, RMT CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
22-24 Annual Ignatian Retreat TBA Elyn Aracid 0929-5454849
    Ted/Susan Concepcion 211-8920
29-31 Marriage Encounter Weekend TBA Josie Llamas 0917-8934005
 SD: Fr. Allan Abuan

May Birthday Celebrants
1 Mon Go Psalm 98
1 Mia Parada Psalm 46-Samaritans
2 Fely Redual Francis
3 Vic Hurna Mustard Seed
3 Bry Jardiolin ME Class 119
3 Steph Martinez Song of Ruth
4 Maricel Suarez Tala
5 Lito Naldo Psalm 46-Samaritans
6 Pachot Abapo Francis
7 Cora Ona Archangel Gabriel
8 Vina Dimanalata Francis
9 Jonnie Tabilog James, Brother of John
10 Jon Cobico Thessalonians
10 Ricky Sun Archangel Gabriel
11 Art Santos Thessalonians
13 Bobet Manuel ME Class 121
13 Nette Puthenpurekal Easter
13 Amie Tibayan ME Class 122
14 Jane Aldeguer Mustard Seed
15 Bhong Comcom ME Class 122
16 Gene Escosia Mt. Olivet
16 Meg Fajardo James, Brother of John
16 Beng Tupas ME Class 121
17 Yong Cipres ME Class 119
18 Lyra Yamat ME Class 114
19 Caloy Ang Tala
19 Val Bisquera Agnus Dei
20 Precy Cruz Thessalonians
20 Danny Dimayuga Sirach
20 Glo Umali Magnificat
21 Terry Lim Easter
21 Evelyn San Pedro Cana
22 Rhea Dela Paz ME Class 119
25 Uriel Castillo Archangel Gabriel
25 Greg Razon ME Class 122
25 Bambi Yaneza Thessalonians
27 Anchit Chua Chiaco John
27 Benz Dimanalata Francis
27 Tippi Reyes Archangel Gabriel
27 Claro Santos Agnus Dei
28 Boboy Serrano Genesis of David
30 Bebot Hurna Mustard Seed
30 Marie Syjuco ME Class 118
31 Rey Mella Cana

31 Etoy Pili Mt. Olivet
31 Mimi Santos Psalm 46-Samaritans

May Wedding Anniversaries
1 Gene & Eve Bañez Agnus Dei
1 Bong+ & Emma Punzalan Sirach
2 Leo & Marilyn Soliman Corinthians
3 Arnel & Bernie Isip Corinthians
5 Boy & Merl Cruz James, Brother of John
5 Franco & Tippi Reyes Archangel Gabriel
7 Lito & Anne Naldo Psalm 46-Samaritans
11 Fil+ & Anne Alfonso John
12 Atoy & Malou Apo Exodus
12 Jojo & Badeth Concina ME Class 122
12 Rico & Terry Lim Easter
15 Gary & Marivic Canoso Magnificat
16 Levy & Roxanne Espiritu Transfiguration
18 Bert & Lin Abaja ME Class 119
18 Mon & Alice Go Psalm 98
18 Dennis & Peaches Plaza Easter
20 Manny & Nancy Martin Tala
20 Jonnie & Arlyn Tabilog James, Brother of John
24 Celso & Siony Martinez Magnificat

Birthdays - First 10 days of June
1 Dels Sangalang Psalm 46-Samaritans
2 Marlyn Angeles Thessalonians
2 Deo Baccay ME Class 116
2 Bryan Santiago ME Class 122
2 Nessa Santos Prodigal 102
3 Chito Babaran Magnificat
3 Cora Buenaventura Sirach
4 Cora de Guzman Agnus Dei
6 Jhunn Coronel Magnificat
6 Ana Pestaño ME Class 118
9 Petrik Punzalan Easter
10 Mimi Parayno Psalm 98

Wedding Anniversaries - First 10 days of June
1 Domeng & Zarah Gagatiga Mt. Olivet
2 Kit & Nancy Palmario Psalm 98
4 Bobbit+ & Precy Cruz Thessalonians
4 John & Mayo Nuqui ME Class 117
4 Chito & Arlene Tanchico ME Class 118
7 Ali & Wheng Reyes Francis
8 Rodel & Eden Acosta ME Class 120


