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General Assembly and Council Elections

Our Servant Leaders / Pastoral Council members for 2017-2018: Rudy & Lynn Ebardo, Philip & Malu Panlilio, Cesar & Delsa Sangalang.

The Magis Deo Community held 
its annual general assembly, as 
required by the SEC, and its Pastoral 

Council elections during its monthly Com-
munity Celebration at the San Carlos Lay 
Formation Center last October 15, 2016.

A short update on the accomplish-
ments of the community was presented 
by Rey and Lucy Mella, Council Chair 
Couple.

We recruited 15 new couples from 
two ME Weekends invited by 13 couple-
members (9%) from 11 BCGGs (48%). 
For formation, 74 members attended the 
two Ignatian retreats conducted by Fr. 
Bob Buenconsejo and Fr. Manoling Fran-
cisco. On outreach, 21 couples (15% of 
the member-couples) participated in vari-
ous Suyuans. These couples came from 
5 BCGGs (22%): James, Sirach, Thes-
salonians, Corinthians, Mustard Seed and 
Song of Ruth.

For CSM, we had the annual JUG 
sports event last September 25 attended 
by some 80 members, who had fun with 
the zumba.

We had 2 youth formation programs 
– Life Directions and the M.Y. Kaibigan 

Our October Community Celebration 
was a full afternoon of anticipated 
activities – the General Assembly, 

exercises and talks on discernment in 
choosing our servant leaders, the election 
proper, and holy mass.

Fr. James Gascon gave a talk on the 
ten qualities of a servant leader:

• Listening
• Awareness
• Persuasion
• Agent of Healing
• Charisms
• Foresight and Initiative
• Good Steward
• Committed to growth of People
• Builds Community
• Prayerful
In the end, servant leadership is a 

“Ministry where one is called to a mission 
within the Church or Community of God 
– because one is a Disciple of Christ 
guided by the Gospel, led by the Spirit – 
as an act of Faith.”

Fr. James also shared how 
elections for Superior General are held 
in the Society of Jesus: Elections are 
held only when there is a vacancy. A 
general congregation is called without 
any nominated candidates. Only those 

Fr. James ... Qualities of a Servant Leader

Fr. Anton ... Servant Leadership

Continued on page 15 Continued on page 23
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 Editorial

The incarnation of God did not only happen 
in Bethlehem two thousand years ago. The 
incarnation actually happened approximately 
13.8 billion years ago with a moment that we now 
call “The Big Bang” or the First Manifestation. At 
the birth of our universe, God materialized and 
revealed who God is. Ilia Delio writes: “Human 
life must be traced back to the time when life was 
deeply one, a Singularity, whereby the intensity 
of mass-energy exploded into consciousness.” 
[2] This Singularity provides a solid basis for 
inherent reverence, universal sacredness, and 
a spiritual ecology that transcends groups and 
religions.

St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) stated, 
“The immense diversity and pluriformity of this 
creation more perfectly represents God than any 
one creature alone or by itself.” [3] However, for 
some reason, perhaps human self-absorption, 
Christians thought humans were the only 
creatures that God cared about, and all else — 
animals, plants, light, water, soil, minerals — was 
literally just “food” for our own sustenance and 
enjoyment. How can we believe that the Infinitely 
Loving Source we call God would or could be so 
stingy and withholding?

God created millions of creatures for millions 
of years before Homo sapiens came along. Many 
of these beings are too tiny for us to see or have 
yet to be discovered; some have seemingly no 
benefit to human life; and many, like dinosaurs, 
lived and died long before we did. Why do they 
even exist? A number of the Psalms say that 
creation exists to reflect and give glory to God. 
The Jewish people already had a kind of “natural 
theology.” God has chosen to communicate 
God’s very Self in multitudinous and diverse 
shapes of beauty, love, truth, and goodness, 
each of which manifests another facet of the 
Divine. (See Job 38-39, Wisdom 13:1-9, Romans 
1:20.)

Christians must realize what a mess 
we have gotten ourselves into by not taking 
incarnation and the body of God seriously. As 

Sally McFague, a Christian theologian, says 
so powerfully, “Salvation is the direction of all 
of creation, and creation is the very place of 
salvation.” [4] All is God’s place, which is our 
place, which is the only and every place.

Our very suffering now, our crowded 
presence in this nest that we have largely fouled, 
will soon be the one thing that we finally share 
in common. It might be the one thing that will 
bring us together politically and religiously. 
The earth and its life systems, on which we all 
entirely depend, might soon become the very 
thing that will convert us to a simple lifestyle, to 
a necessary community, and to an inherent and 
natural sense of the Holy. We all breathe the 
same air and drink the same water. There are 
no Native, Hindu, Jewish, Christian, or Muslim 
versions of the universal elements. They are 
exactly the same for each of us.

Gateway to Silence: Brother Sun, Sister Moon, 
help me see God in all things.

References: 

[1] Thomas Berry, The Christian Future and the 
Fate of the Earth, eds. Mary Evelyn Tucker and 
John Grim (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2009), 
67.

[2] Ilia Delio, The Unbearable Wholeness 
of Being: God, Evolution, and the Power of 
Love (Orbis Books: 2013), 180.

[3] Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica 1.47.1.

[4] Sally McFague, The Body of God: An 
Ecological Theology (Fortress Press: 1993), 287.

Adapted from Richard Rohr, “Creation as the 
Body of God,” in Spiritual Ecology: The Cry of the 
Earth, ed. Llewellyn Vaughan-Lee (The Golden 
Sufi Center: 2013), 235-241. 

Something to think about this Advent: 
Creation as the Body of God

The universe itself can be understood as the primary revelation of the divine.
— Thomas Berry [1]
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 Council Corner

Lamentations

Magis Deo Community. 
Who are we? 

What is our charism? 
Is this clear to all of us? 

Are we a “leadership community”? 
Or are we what others call

“membership community”? 
Are we really growing spiritually?

 

Interesting questions which we should unceas-
ingly reflect on and ponder in our hearts. Helpful are 
the inputs we heard from Fr. Anton Pascual and our 
Spiritual Director, Fr. James Gascon, during the Octo-
ber 15 General Assembly and Community Celebration.

We may be not too many in number, but the Igna-
tian spirituality and way of life which we vowed to be 
the bases of our living relationship with God, should 
have made us servant leaders. Uniquely different from 
the others.

But then again, consider these additional ques-
tions:

How come there are so many refusals to serve?

• Ministries are not fully staffed;
• Nominations for election to the Pastoral 

Council are withdrawn.

How come BCGG meetings are well-attended but 
our ComCels are not?

How come we have to cancel scheduled ME 
Weekends due to lack of participants?

How come we see the same faces attending our 
formation programs?

How come we are unable to make the ComCels 
truly a celebration?

Let all these questions be the subject of our daily 
examen. In our reflections, let us use as a guide this 
question from Fr. James during a prayer workshop:

• Ano ang ibig sabihin ng Diyos sa mga tanong 
na ito?

• Ano ang damdamin ko dito?

Surely, many of us would say:

• We know the answers to these questions;
• We do our part as members of our community.

I dare to say:

• We are worthless servants if we do only what 
is required of us;

• Quoting again from Fr James: Nakaka-tugon 
ba ako sa hamon ng Diyos?

Let us strive harder to work as one united Ignatian 
community, and, again from Fr. James: Humingi tayo sa 
Diyos ng tapang at tibay ng loob para makita at sundan 
Siya.

Lito Gonzales
Pastoral Council

James, Brother of John BCGG
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Indigenous 
Peoples 
Sunday

09 October 2016

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

Today, we are celebrating Indigenous 
Peoples Sunday. Let us focus on 
the native Filipinos, basically Malay, 

before the Spaniards and Americans 
came into the picture. In his book, History 
of the Filipino People, Teodoro Agon-
cillo wrote on some native Filipino traits 
that are worth focusing on which I am 
convinced are God’s special gifts to our 
people and are still very much alive today. 
I will choose a number of them and from 
other sources, so that our readers, espe-
cially our youth, may be deeply grateful 
for and live them in their daily lives.

1. Close Family Ties. For the typical 
Filipino, practically everything revolves 
around his/her family life. From children to 
parents to grandparents, and vice-versa. 
In fact, as I had mentioned before, a 

scientific research some years ago came 
out with the conclusion that the great-
est source of happiness for the typical 
Filipino is FAMILY. Many forms of loving 
sacrifices are embraced for the sake of 
family. Today, for instance, the number 
of Overseas Filipino Workers (OFW) has 
increased considerably, all for the sake of 
family. Due to the very serious problem of 
unemployment and poverty in our country, 
many husbands, wives, fathers and moth-
ers are forced to separate because one 
stays at home with the children here and 
the other finds employment abroad, or at 
least in another province or city here in 
our country, but away from their fami-
lies. Moreover, so many Filipino parents 
deprive themselves of their own personal 
needs for the sake of the educational 
needs of their children.

2. Hospitality. This is one of the 
most admirable qualities of the indig-
enous Filipinos. No matter how poor 
they are, they welcome strangers to their 
homes, especially foreigners who get lost 
while traveling, and also fellow-Filipinos, 
especially those who are even poorer 
than them. They treat them as they treat 
relatives and friends, serving them food, 
giving them clothing, and even space 
to sleep if necessary. This quality has 
stayed, not only with our indigenous Fili-
pinos, but also with our Filipino-Spanish 
and Filipino-American mestizos. Poverty 
is not an obstacle to hospitality.

3. Respect for the Elders. This 
quality is something we should really hold 
on to, for it is deeply human and even 
spiritual in nature. The respect of children 
toward their parents and grandparents 
is admirable indeed. Even when a par-
ent or grandparent shows weakness of 
character – human as he or she is – the 
respect of son or grandson is a very 
Filipino quality. Placing the hand of an 
elder on one’s forehead or kissing it is a 
sign of respect. Listening to the opinion 
or value system of the elders is likewise 
a sign of respect. Even when one makes 
a decision different from the elder’s 
opinion, having listened and considered 
the elder’s conviction is a sign of respect 
for the elder. Lastly but not least, our 
language involves signs of respect for 
elders, like “po” or “opo,” not to mention 
the use of the first person plural – “atin, 
natin, tayo,” and the third person plural 
– “sila, nila, kanila,” when referring to 
one’s elders.

4. Religiosity. Our indigenous Filipi-
nos are basically God-oriented, whether 
they are Christians or not. Those who are 
not Christians, Muslims, Buddhists, or 
from no institutional religion at all, still live 
their lives with a strong belief in a Higher 
Power, whose presence they feel all 
around them and within them. Creation-
centered spirituality. Those who are 
Christians are under the care of pastors, 
priests, and other religious leaders. Sev-
eral of our inspired and devoted Jesuit 
priests, may I mention here, do their pas-
toral work with our indigenous Filipinos, 
particularly in Palawan and other parts of 
Mindanao. They have been converted to 
Christianity.

Somewhat connected with this qual-
ity of religiosity among many indigenous 

Filipinos is the attitude of fatalism. “Ba-
hala na” is a very common way of dealing 
with difficult issues. I consider this as 
connected with religiosity, because what 
many indigenous Filipinos ultimately 
mean by that phrase is “Bahala na ang 
Diyos.” It is a way of surrendering one’s 
situation to God’s providence. This seems 
to be a common quality among both in-
digenous and non-indigenous Filipinos.

In connection with the celebration of 
Indigenous Peoples Sunday, there will 
be a Culion Tagbanua Leaders’ Summit 
the following weekend, Oct. 15-16, 2016. 
The Tagbanua leaders will articulate their 
community’s identity, strengths, weak-
nesses, issues, and challenges in terms 
of the following: Peace and Development, 
Leadership and Governance, Education, 
Health, Environment, Livelihood, Youth 
and culture. They also want to identity 
possible collaboration with neighboring 
communities and with other institutions. 
There are other objectives which I cannot 
articulate due to lack of space. What is 
most significant is to emphasize the posi-
tive efforts of this indigenous community 
– the Tagbanuas of Culion.

Allow me to end by focusing on our 
increasing Gawad Kalinga Villages (GK) 
all over our country and in quite a number 
of countries abroad. The founder of 
Gawad Kalinga is Tony Meloto, a man of 
God whom we should not only admire but 
support in whatever way we can. I consid-
er the Gawad Kalinga Villages as no less 
than living miracles. A British journalist, 
Thomas Graham, was so enamored by 
his visits and personal experiences with 

 Sunday Homily
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The closing message of Christ from 
today’s Gospel reading is very 
meaningful and inspiring indeed. 

“You will be hated by all because of my 
name, but not a hair on your head will 
be destroyed. By your perseverance, 
you will secure your lives.” (Lk. 21:17-
19). In fact, this is a description of his 
own human life, which he is inviting 
each one of us to follow. Christ is our 
model as well as our lover and savior.

Perseverance is to continue a course 
of discerned action, inspite of difficulty, op-
position, etc. And it is possible among the 
young, the middle-aged, and the aged.

Just this past October 17, we Jesuits 
celebrated the 20th death anniversary of 
our young hero, Richie Fernando, S.J. He 
was only 26 years old, but he gave his 
very life for the sake of others, especially 
the poor. For even just a short period of 
time, he was able to save many other 
lives at the cost of his own. This seems to 
be ironical in what we mean by perse-
verance, but it is not. Perseverance is 
doable, even just within a short period of 
time. Richie was our Jesuit seminarian-
missionary in Cambodia. He worked for 
disabled victims of polio and landmines at 
the Technical School for the Handicapped. 
Let me quote from our printed program: 

Perseverance 
is the answer

13 November 2016

Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ

“ ‘Get away! Save yourselves! Vibol, 
run!’ Richie shouted to the students as he 
grappled with Pim Saron, a troubled stu-
dent who was holding a grenade intended 
to be thrown at his fellow students in vio-
lent anger. The grenade fell and exploded 
behind Richie. In that grenade explosion 
killing Richie, the fragments of Richie’s 
story fell into place like a jigsaw puzzle. 
He was able to save all, including the 
grenade-thrower, at the cost of his life. 
The star of courage and brotherly love did 
shine brightly that day and a great mys-
tery of another narrative began to unfold.”

Let us now move on the experi-
ence of prolonged perseverance among 
so many of our poor Filipino families all 
over the country. We just had a celebra-
tion on The Search for Outstanding 
Families 2016. This was a nationwide 
search and focused on the C, D, and E 
levels of our society, from the poor to 
the poorest. The winner-families have 
many children, in good moral standing, 
living an authentic sacramental life, and 
actively involved in the evangelization 
and missionary programs of their respec-
tive Parishes or Dioceses. For my limited 
space, allow me to just select two out of 
the ten winner-families. Moreover, let me 
just quote significant parts of their life 
stories as written by Ver-Malyn Aquino.

The Peligro Family of Tagbilaran
“Ruben and Rhoda Peligro, with their 

10 children, have been an exceptional role 
model as a family that works together in 
God’s grace. Ruben, the Peligro family’s 
Padre de Familia, supports the family by 
working as a Maintenance Man/Caretaker. 
As the head of the family, he instills dis-
cipline to everyone through living by ex-
ample. He strictly lives by his code of NO 
VICES to show his children that one can 
go through life without vices. Ruben is the 
Cluster Leader of the ‘Lingkod ng Simbah-
an’ for the Gatmainon Community. On the 
other hand, as a volunteer in the Active Lo-
cal Emergency Response Team or ALERT, 
Rhoda makes sure that everyone is being 
taken care of and tended to as personally 
as possible. ‘It is better that I help people 
rather than I will need some help,’ she 
says. She is also the President of their or-
ganization for the Urban poor and part of 
the Family and Life Ministry as a teacher 
of Family Planning Pro-Life... Everyone is 
expected to be at home during Sundays 
to go to Mass together... All of them work 

together for the family... To help the fam-
ily sustain their family needs, Rhoda takes 
care of flowering plants for sale... People 
might wonder how they manage to send 
their children to school out of nothing. But 
God is their Divine Provider. And by simply 
serving through other people, and by lifting 
everything up to God, they can easily get 
through obstacles... 

No matter what, through any difficul-
ties, the future of their children is of para-
mount consideration. They don’t believe 
that when you are busy, you don’t have 
time for children, much less for the Church. 
It is just a matter of how you manage time 
and priorities. Faith in Jesus Christ is the 
anchor of the Peligro family.”

The Pastora Family of Davao City
“The father is a hardworking tricycle 

driver who finds his way in helping the 
Church in evangelizing couples in Pre-
Cana. Jusimo Pastora, 53 years old might 
look like a typical tricycle driver but he’s 
more than just a tricycle driver. He is the 
Pangulo sa Katalimbang of San Isidro 
Labrador Chapel, a Lecturer in the Church 
and a Catechist. It was revealed by his 
daughter that he is actually working hard 
for his children’s education... Julita, 43, the 
mother, would always be at his side to help 
raise the family. She is maintaining a small 
sari-sari store while taking care of the chil-
dren, to help alleviate the family needs. 
Aside from being the mother to her seven 
children, she is also a Catechist and the 
Pangulo ng Pag-aalagad. She also helps 
the school in preparing the Grade 3 pupils 
for their First Communion. 

After years of working hard, they final-
ly made it through the college education 
of two daughters, Marjorie and Jiezle, who 
both graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Education. And now, both are teaching 
in a public elementary school in Davao 
City and helping their parents with the 
financial needs of the other four siblings 
who are currently studying... When you 
serve God, there is nothing that you can-
not do, according to the eldest daughter… 

The family lives in a small house de-
scribed as a kubo, but they find it amaz-
ing because it is full of happiness. Many 
people frequenting the place have always 
wanted to stay because of the happy at-
mosphere found inside the house.”

The Peligros and the Pastoras are 
outstanding families indeed! Amen. 

the many GK villages he visited all over 
our country, that he wrote a very inspiring 
book entitled: The Genius of the Poor. A 
Journey with Gawad Kalinga. This was 
published in 2014.

Lord, please continue to guide us 
with your loving presence as we grow in 
prayer and action – your Filipino family. 
Amen.
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 e continue to have low attendance in 
our monthly community celebrations.

We don’t have enough warm bod-
ies for some of our ministries, com-
mittees and activities. In fact, we don’t 

have heads in two important ministries: Formation 
and CSM (Community Services Ministry). The 
South Sector does not have a coordinator.

Some of the Pastoral Council members, who 
oversee the ministries, also act as the ministry 
heads themselves.

Only 80 members showed up at the Zumba/
JUG sports event last September.

We canceled the November ME Weekend for 
lack of candidates and only had two MEWs for the 
entire year. This is a first.

The most recent community celebration – an 
Advent recollection – also had very poor atten-
dance.

Our One RAP program, the program we 
launched early in the year to encourage our mem-
bers (to Recruit at least one couple, Attend at least 
one formation program and Participate in at least 
one outreach activity), somehow, did not produce 
the results we expected and anticipated. There are 
only 14 couples who were able to recruit for our last 
two MEWs. Many were able to attend our past two 
Annual Ignatian Retreats but not many participated 
in an outreach activity or Suyuan. Only one couple 
was confirmed to have completed the One RAP – 
Congratulations, Chacho and Marlyn Angeles!

Those are some of my observations of what 
happened in 2016. That’s me as an individual mem-
ber of the community.

But I thought that, as a leader of the com-
munity, my job is to focus on and acknowledge the 
positives and on the things that are good about the 
community. I thought I should appreciate the things 
that happened right for us this year.

And, we did make some progress in various 
aspects of the community.

To name, not just a few…

With the focus and leadership provided by Jojo 
and Rhea Gaddi, the Youth Ministry got a new lease 
in life and had two major activities – two youth-
specific formation activities or retreats.

We had a total of 7 Suyuans with a total of 108 
couples encountered. With Lito Gonzales and Djarn 
Pestaño’s leadership, we had 8 BCGGs support-
ing those Suyuans (James Brother of John, Sirach, 
Thessalonians, Corinthians, Mustard Seed, Song of 
Ruth, Tala and Cana BCGGs).

Thanks to Ted and Susan Concepcion and 
Rufo and Louren Dacanay, we had three big forma-
tion activities as well – the REACH workshop (12 
couples) in April, the AIR (20 attendees) with Fr. 
Bob Buenconsejo in July and the AIR (53 attend-
ees) with Fr. Manoling Francisco in September, 
all well attended, and with new faces among the 
participants.

In spite losing two MEWs, we have one new 
couple as sharers/team couple – Edwin and Jess 
Gumila of Easter BCGG. Thank you.

Our Magis Choir remains an “inspiring” pres-
ence in our community celebrations. During the 
meeting with Fr. Anton Pascual before the October 

W

Magis Deo in 2016
Rey and Lucy Mella, Chair Couple
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15 Community Celebration, Lito and I bragged to 
Fr. Anton how excellent our choir is. So, when Fr. 
Anton presided at mass and witnessed our choir’s 
performance, he did acknowledge that he was not 
disappointed with the choir.

On the finance side, Easter BCGG (under 
Tony and Bambi Narciso) took charge and almost 
single-handedly organized and implemented the 
movie fund raising project and raised P200,000. 
And what better movie could we have come up 
with than Ignacio de Loyola?

With Tony and Bambi (again) volunteering to 
lead the organizing and planning of the annual 
Golf Tournament last October, we executed ex-
cellently well and raised PhP 1 M! Awesome.

We campaigned for an increase in our love 
offering and again the community responded. We 
now have 22 regular donors, from eight in 2015, 
and our total love offering year to date, has more 
than tripled already. What this means is that we 
need not have to be pressured to do an annual 
fund raising (like the annual golf event) in order 
to fund our various programs. (Harry and Helen 
Chua made the suggestion on how to improve 
the love offering way back in 2015. We simply 
pursued their idea. Thank you.)

The rest of the Pastoral Council – Cesar and 
Marivic Pareja, Rico and Terry Lim, Ricky and Gi 
Valencia – and of course, our highly committed 
Finance Committee heads, Miles and Evelyn San 
Pedro, and all our ministry heads, sector heads, 
and BCGG shepherds, contributed and accom-
plished what was needed for us to execute and to 
support the community, and provided time, talent 
and treasure where and where they were needed.

My personal thanks to Cesar and Marivic 
for stepping in and stepping up when Lucy and I 
had to be out many times (many weeks) during 
the year for Lucy’s treatment. We were actually 
not missed as all our activities and commitments 
remained on track in spite of our personal circum-
stances. 

It did not matter that each individual council 
member was busy, had to deal with challenges 
involving family, business, work, health and much 

challenged in various circumstances and situa-
tions, each of the council members invested time 
in our activities and showed up in our monthly 
meetings, and our passionate and animated 
conversations were always about the community 
and its well-being. 

Each stepped up to the plate and worked 
double-time when needed and covered for the 
other members when needed. Even the ever 
busy Fr. James, hobbled by his society’s many 
tasks and assignments for him, was almost al-
ways available for consultations, and provided the 
guidance needed, when needed.

Even our founder and “spiritual director 
emeritus,” Fr. Ruben, drops by our council meet-
ings once in a while and provides valuable com-
ments and inputs. Some of our council members 
do consult with and visit him every so often. We 
haven’t really lost Fr. Ruben’s wisdom and the 
community remains to be connected to him and 
we, Magis Deo Community, continue to dwell in 
Fr. Ruben’s heart.

There are a lot of other people I may not 
have mentioned here who continue to be com-
mitted, readily accessible and available, and are 
supporting the community’s programs. 

As we all know, we continue to have a lot of 
challenges and areas to improve on in our com-
munity. But my wife and I remain optimistic that 
the Lord will also continue to bless us and inspire 
others to step up and will eventually take on 
leadership roles to help improve our community 
beyond simply attending the prayer meetings.

We all know that the Holy Spirit has a way of 
speaking to us in our prayers and of inspiring us 
to do something better for ourselves and for oth-
ers as an output of our individual spirituality. 

For all of 2016, we thank you and everyone 
for the many good things that have come and 
have happened to our community even as we 
also pray for more in 2017 and for more members 
to be inspired to step up as leaders and do their 
share in spreading God’s work. God bless Magis 
Deo!

Rey and Lucy
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Last October 24, 2016 Magis Deo had its annual fundraising 
golf tournament at Forest Hills, Antipolo.

We were blessed with beautiful weather, great food, wonderful 
prizes, 94 golfers and more than 65 sponsors from community 
members, their contacts ,and friends of Magis Deo. Moreover, 
we had the company of two priests, Fr. Benny Tuason and Msgr. 
Arnel Lagarejos who joined the tournament.

The shotgun start began at 8 AM, and together with their 
refreshment bag of Gatorade, Bali Pure Water, Goya chocolates 
and Chowking siopao, the golfers began their quest for glory and 
good camaraderie in the golf course.

Everyone finished their game at around 1:30 PM, and a 
sumptuous buffet lunch with 2 lechons were served.

During lunch, the winners were announced.

Lowest Gross Champion  Tino Apollo
Class A
Champion    Ed Abesamis
1st Runner up   Rhett Ermita
2nd Runner up   Carlo Sison
Class B
Champion    Willie Villanueva
1st Runner up   John Sison
2nd Runner up   Butch Marking
Class C
Champion    Eric Vega
1st Runner up   Carlo Manalang     
2nd Runner up   Claro Santos
Ladies
Champion    Marie Guerrero
1st Runner up   Denise Tambuatco
Fun Holes
Longest Drive Nicklaus #3  Nante Manulat
Most Accurate Drive Nicklaus #11 Ed Abesamis
Nearest to the Pin Nicklaus  #13 Michael Pascual

A great day for 
Magis Deo –

Golf Tournament 
at Forest Hills

Tony Narciso, Easter BCGG

In golf, aside from the game, the other exciting part is the 
raffle!

All the golfers took home raffle prizes ranging from portable 
tire pumps, big golf umbrellas, travel bags, golf balls, ball bags, 
small appliances, Rudy Project watches, thermoses, golf hats.

Major prizes were golf putters, Taylor made wedges, car 
batteries, Microwave oven and a 40” LED TV set.

The luckiest guy in the raffle department was Anchit Chua 
Chiaco of John BCGG who won a Philips portable CD/radio 
player in the minor raffle and a big microwave oven in the major 
raffle! I heard that these would also be donated as raffle prizes in 
the Christmas party of their Outreach/ BCGG.

Everyone went home at around 3 PM to avoid the rush hour 
traffic from Antipolo. Everyone went home HAPPY!

It was truly a great day for Magis Deo!

More pictures at the golf tournament on page 23.
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Thank you, Magis Golf Tournament sponsors!
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Advent Recollection
Becoming Shepherds to our Family and Community

Fr. Edwin Soliva, SDB
November 19, 2016
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NewsBits  /  Announcements NewsBits / Announcements

Top:  Fr. T drops in at a council meeting.

Bottom:  8 of Fr. T’s 88 million fans drop in to greet him 
a happy birthday.

Suyuan at Nuestra Señora de Gracia Parish, Guadalupe, Makati. Facilitators: Randy & Cecil Rivera, 
Fred & Cora Buenaventura. Auxiliaries: Cana BCGG.

Suyuan at Cardinal Santos Hospital. Facilitators: 
Randy & Cecil Rivera. Auxies: Song of Ruth.
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 Prose and Poetry
Chacho Angeles, Thessalonians BCGG

Dependence 
Father,
You know that the past few months
Have been very heavy on my heart,
Probably worst now because I am
Learning to trust in and depend 
On You for all my needs. For me
This is a very painful process.
I was very independent-minded
From the days of my youth. But
Now I do not see a path ahead,
As when I used to plan my life.
I am beloved I know, but my heart,
Distracted with pain and insecurity,
Cries out and complains that I am not.

How will I enlist my talents and gifts
“Kuno”, to this great effort of learning?
Now that I realize that they helped me
See through me, and glimpse Your love. 

How will I learn patience to plan
Then act, ask Your help, then hope?
Now that Your light is with me
To help me penetrate the darkness
Of neediness, fear and uncertainty.

In this age of speeds in MBPS and GBPS,
Expecting this to be the new norm 
In every aspect of life, Your response
Is very long in coming, and I forget
You work at a pace beyond my ken.

How will my heart discover in its
Deepest recesses, that Your answers
Are already in my being, are already
In the works, part of Your divine plan? 
My human heart remains distracted.

When will I learn to trust You, 
As when I was a child, I trusted, 

Depended on my parents, totally
Vulnerable, powerless and easily
Afraid, but innocent and happy,
And remove this insecurity in me.

Life in this world is hard. Demands
On my talents and time, from different
Relationships, tasks and needs, make
It difficult to manage and balance. Yet,
With my rediscovery of Your love and
Growing desire to carry Your yoke,
I still find it difficult to live life’s
Experiences, both the good and bad,
From this new perspective of love,
The clay in me obscuring Your spirit. 

Am I trying too hard? Am I expecting
Too much, too soon? Maybe I am not
Doing this properly, and need more
Practice and guidance. And maybe I 
Need to serve more and experience
You outside of myself. I try to study
Your word, and ponder, and pray.
Maybe I just rationalize too much.

Teach me to open my heart more
So that I can see You with clarity.
Teach me silence so I can hear You.
Teach me patience or I will miss
You in my tendency to rush things.
Teach me to feel you in this pain,
For others suffer more than I, as
Your Son suffered and died for me.
Teach me to live, amidst the death
That surrounds me, and my society,
Where victims have become so
Because they have nowhere and
No one to turn to for survival.
Teach me to have confidence in
Your loving care, and to find some
Meaning in my feeble response
To Your embrace. Father, teach me
To be fiercely dependent on You!
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Word-Heart
Nov. 27 – Dec. 3

Chacho Angeles, Thessalonians BCGG

Brothers and sisters:
The Gospels for this week:
Matthew 24:37-44 (1st Sunday of Advent); Be ready 

for the coming of the Lord, as Noah was ready, as when 
calamities strike, as when a thief comes in the night, for 
He will come unannounced;

Matthew 8:5-11; the healing of the centurion’s ser-
vant;

Luke 10:21-24; Jesus rejoices at His disciples be-
cause they saw and heard Him;

Matthew 4:18-22; the calling of Simon and Andrew, 
James and John;

Matthew 7:21, 24-27; Jesus tells the people that 
those who hear and acts by His teachings will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, like the man who built his house on 
rock;

Matthew 9:27-31; the healing of two blind men;
Matthew 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8; Jesus’ compassion on the 

lost sheep of Israel, so He sent His 12 disciples to proclaim 
the good news, cure the sick, cast out demons, raise the 
dead and not accept payment for this.

Points for reflection:
1. How do we prepare ourselves for the coming of Jesus? 

In the first place, do we have to because every year we 
commemorate His coming and are asked to prepare by 
repenting, coming back to Him? Maybe we are too dis-
tracted by work and other concerns, and are not paying 
attention to our spiritual life, too focused on our “worldly 
concerns”, with no space in our hearts for His coming?

2. An outsider to Jewish society, what does the centu-
rion’s faith show us? What made him approach Jesus 
and ask Him to heal his servant? And because of the 
faith displayed by the centurion, Jesus did something 
unique; He healed the servant from a distance.

3. In this gospel reading, “Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spir-
it…”, and the Son thanked the Father. This is probably 
the only time in the gospels that the three are men-
tioned together. And he told the disciples how blessed 
they are in witnessing what they are seeing and hear-
ing. I think that this is something worth reflecting on.
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4. Why did Peter, Andrew, James and John drop what 
they were doing and followed Jesus when he called 
them and told them to follow Him? Was it the lan-
guage Jesus used? Was it something else that they 
heard, or saw, or felt that was not mentioned in the 
passage?

5. What important message is this gospel passage im-
parting to us? And what is its relation to advent and 
the commemoration of the coming birth of Jesus?

6. What is the relationship of mercy (the cry of the two 
blind men) and faith, that resulted into their regaining 
their sight?

7. Why did Jesus, not only preach, but cured the sick, 
raised the dead, cast out demons? And as He did, 
he empowered the apostles and told them to do like-
wise, and not ask for any payment.
Last Sunday we celebrated the feast of Christ the 

King, and this week is the first week of Advent – the king 
and now the Babe, born humbly in a stable. Matthew’s 
story of the birth of Jesus was foreboding, with the mas-
sacre of the innocents and the flight to Egypt. Luke’s 
was a glorious telling, reflecting human existence in 
this world, the co-existence of good and evil. The Jews 
were expecting a “liberator,” and Herod felt threatened. 
Foreigners recognized the birth of the savior. So did the 
shepherds. But the ordinary people did not. And I too if I 
were there, would not recognize Him as the savior. This 
has become a joyous event for me because of the rev-
elation that I received from the gospels, yet despite this 
revelation, I often forget, because I am human, weak and 
easy to fall. And probably a lot of other people too.

And I am reminded to prepare for this important cel-
ebration. I find such events as Advent and Christmas as 
meaningful reminders of, not only important milestones 
in our faith, but more importantly, of important lessons 
and teachings, imparted by Jesus, regarding how to live 
our faith. I am forgetful, and easily diverted to mundane 
tasks and concerns, all of which may be important to my 

youth retreat, both conducted by Fr. Ted Gonzales, at-
tended by 14 Magis youngsters. 

On our love offering, the number of donors in-
creased from 8 to 21 donors, with over 100% increase 
in amount as of September. Meanwhile, the Ignacio 
de Loyola film showing, as organized and executed 
by Easter BCGG, was very successful and raised PhP 
200,000.

livelihood, health and probably, sanity. But often, what 
I experience is like falling into a pit, where I see only 
these things, and I forget to look up. In such situations, 
I realize that I am in some sort of a prison I created, and 
that I left no space in my heart for the more important 
things in life. I often become like Martha.

For important occasions like baptisms, weddings, 
and events like the visit of the Pope, we prepare and 
anticipate the joy of the event. So too for the coming of 
Jesus, our Christ, our Messiah, I also prepare, not so 
much the gifts I am about to give to my loved ones, or 
the Christmas meal I will celebrate with the family, but 
I prepare myself by recalling how to live as He taught 
us. The gospels this week reminds us of some of these: 
humility, mercy, charity or compassion and respect for 
life, obedience, opening our hearts, joy and hope. This 
would mean acting out our faith day by day even if it 
means defying a culture that uses death as a practi-
cal means to solve problems, and lies to support such 
solutions. Advent is a season of joy, and of HOPE, a 
celebration of life, and I think I have to live this joy, and 
this hope, everyday.
 

As I go down to the depths of my heart and soul,
With faith, reflection and meditation, I hope
My heart will know what my mind could not.

A hope that fills me this season of joy,
When remembering Your Son’s birth;

A hope sustained by a new year dawning;
A hope that is anchored on the love

That brought me my beginning,
The love that sustained me in my unfolding,

And the love that awaits me
At my journey’s ending!

Before the actual elections proceedings, Fr. James 
Gascon, spiritual director, spoke to the community on 
servant leadership to inspire everyone. He described the 
qualities of a servant leader. 

The three outgoing council members – Rey and Lucy 
Mella, Ted and Susan Concepcion and Ricky and Gi 
Valencia – led the conduct of the elections. 

With a quorum of 40 members and a list of 11 eligible 
candidates, the community elected three couples to the 
2017-2018 Pastoral Council: Philip and Malu Panlilio 
(Mustard Seed BCGG), Cesar and Delsa Sangalang 
(Psalmaritans BCGG), and Rudy and Lynn Ebardo (Fran-
cis BCGG). Congratulations to our new servant leaders!

Rey Mella, Cana BCGG

General Assembly ....
Continued from page 1
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Klasmet,

Why did you die ahead of us?
Of six of us, you and another,
Are gentle. Two of us dropped out
Of college, to work among the poor,
And got lost along the way.
Another, continued working 
For the cause, was jailed but
Moved on to become a priest. 
Another helped, applied his heart,
And grew to be a monsignor.
I am both sad and happy for you,
You are now in a beautiful place,
Your heart one with the Father’s.
And the pasaways are still alive!

Father, 

Please embrace our dear klasmet. 
But why did this have to happen?!
He is my age, helping his aging
Confreres in a land far from his home.
I do not know his circumstances,
The state of his relationship 
With You. But again, I could not 
Help but ask: why?! Last year
Was terrible, with the deaths of so
Many of my relatives and friends. 
Any rhyme or reason to this?

Will I quarrel with You like Job?
But You’ll just ask me questions
That I cannot really answer
Because of my limitedness.
Don’t I have some right to
Have answers, especially to
The most important questions

Of our human life, and death?
Are we so insignificant that we
Do not deserve straight answers?
Maybe this is for my own good?

I am sorry but I am agitated.
You are our loving Father. 
You take care of us. Even before
We were born, You love us.
You sent Your only Son to die
For us. Are we really worth it?
Unknowing is like descending 
Into the dark depths of my heart.
Coming to terms with my mortality
Is proving to be a long process.
And discerning that I can only
Depend on You is most difficult.

I wish I could say:
Weather weather lang!
But I cannot because I know 
This sadness, this sense of loss, 
And pain. I have met them before
And they come from deep down.
While You were impersonal
And imperially grand with Job, 
Your Son cried when confronted
With the death of Lazarus, and
He raised Lazarus from death. 
Please raise me, us, from the
Depths of our grief, and with
A more compassionate heart, 
And with You, be reborn.

A toast to you, dear klasmet!

 Prose and Poetry – Part 2
Chacho Angeles, Thessalonians BCGG

For Fr. Dan Ceballos, MSC
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I was preparing to cook rice the other day when some grains 
overflowed the scoop and fell to the floor. As I reached for the 
broom, a memory halted my hand. It was my first year working 
in refugee resettlement. We had prepared an apartment for the 
arrival of a refugee family by furnishing each room and stocking 
the kitchen. When the family arrived that evening, we brought 
them to their new apartment and showed them around. Upon 
entering the kitchen, the mother eyed a large bag of rice on the 
countertop. Tears overflowed her eyes. I asked if something was 
wrong, wondering if, perhaps, it was the wrong kind of rice.

She explained that she had been living in the refugee camp 
for 16 years. During this time, she said, they would get “this 
much rice for the week,” nodding down at her tightly cupped 
outstretched hands. Then, motioning with pinched fingers, she 
demonstrated how she would divide the grains of rice so that 
each family member would have a few for each day of the week. 
It was about a cup of rice for a whole week for a family of four 
for 16 years. Hers were tears of gratitude for long-awaited relief 
from starvation.

A different kind of tears welled up in my own eyes. How 
was I to respond? What words could I even say? I didn’t know 
any way to deal gracefully with the pain that her recollection 
caused me as a mother and as a fellow human being. And this 
part of her story was just the tip of the iceberg when it came to 
the painful stories I would hear over the years. Every time I hear 
a refugee’s story, I have the same reaction: “We are all human! 
How can we treat each other this way?”

In a recent OpEd in the New York Times, Pulitzer Prize-
winning novelist Viet Thanh Nguyen speaks of the de-human-

A Grain of Compassion
Rebecca Ruiz

ization of those unexpectedly finding themselves 
with the label “refugee.” In his characteristically 
eloquent and piercingly truthful style, he writes, 
“…refugees are the zombies of the world, the 
undead who rise from dying states to march or 
swim toward our borders in endless waves.” He 
speaks of his own arrival in the U.S. as a refugee 
child as a time when “the world thought us to be 
less than human.”

How is it that when we give a person the ap-
pellation of “refugee” we often forget our shared 
humanity? How have we forgotten that where 
we are born—into peace or strife—is simply the 
“luck of the draw?” And how do we forget that we 
are all created by God, in the image and like-

ness of God, and this endows each of our lives with a value and 
dignity that must be respected?

Pope Francis’s universal prayer intention for September is 
for a society “that puts the human person at its center.” He warns 
that “humanity is experiencing a crisis” that is not only related to 
the economy but a crisis that is “ecological, educational, moral, 
and human.”

In his advocacy for refugees and others on the margins, 
Pope Francis renews St. Ignatius’s call to enter into the suffering 
of Christ. In the Third Week of the Spiritual Exercises, Ignatius 
invites us to contemplate the Passion. He urges us not just to 
reflect on Christ’s pain and suffering conceptually from afar, but 
to enter right into it with him. We are advised not to flee from the 
uncomfortable feelings that arise within us, but rather to listen 
and sit with them and stay with Christ. And so arises the spiritual 
fruit of compassion as we “suffer with” Christ. The Cross invites 
us to stay and accompany Christ in each suffering person, 
outcast and alone, despite the urge to flee when we start to feel 
their pain.

Pope Francis has given us some serious food for thought. 
How can we create a society “that puts the human person at its 
center”? How can we answer the call to practice compassion 
in the world today? Where are those people on the margins in 
my life, my community, and the world that are suffering? In what 
ways might I accompany these, my fellow travelers, on their 
journey?

Our action on these responses shall, quite literally, change 
the world.
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After having gone through 
music mentoring from the same 
person for the last seven years, I 
feel it is high time that appreciation 
and gratitude be extended to him 
by way of sharing his story.

Gerry Olaguer, the man behind the 
keyboard in every Magis Deo Community 
Celebration since 2009, has been the Ma-
gis Deo Chorale Master for the last seven 
years. He has patiently mentored our 
Choir whose average age now is 60 plus.

Teacher Gerry has been a mass serv-
er in his boyhood days at their parish in 
Tanyong, Marikina. The community where 
he grew up has been a service area for 
the Jesuits at Ateneo which is very close 
to Tanyong. Gerry’s father is a guitarist 
and Gerry learned to use his father’s gui-
tar through what he termed as “analysis.” 
It was during one Sunday Mass that their 
Parish Priest asked Gerry to pitch in for 
the Mass music and songs in the absence 
of the regular guitarist and singers. That 
was the beginning of his love affair with 
music and Catholic liturgical music.

When he was in high school a concert 
was organized by Fr. Hontiveros, SJ and 
Fr. Antonio (now Cardinal and Manila 
Archbishop) Tagle involving a number of 
public high schools in Metro Manila. To 

Gerry’s pleasant surprise, he was asked 
by Fr. Hontiveros to lead and train the 
participating students in his high school. It 
was therefore not surprising that when he 
was about to graduate from high school 
he chose Music as the course he will take, 
over Engineering, even if he was very 
good in Mathematics.

To be admitted to the UP College of 
Music, one has to pass a series of talent 
tests. Prof. Ryan Cayabyab was the first 
teacher to test him since he indicated 
that he wanted to major in Composition. 
Prof. Cayabyab asked him to write the 
complete musical notes of the Philippine 
National Anthem. The next professor to 
test him asked him to write the musical 
notes for the violin portion of a classical 
piece which was played before him. Even 
without formal preparatory training he 
passed the talent test. He credits this to 
his ability to analyze. He even landed in 
Group A out of four groups – A, B, C and 
D – which were the top freshmen admitted 
into Composition.

Teacher Gerry entered the UP Col-
lege of Music as a 16-year-old. However, 
he received his Bachelor of Music Degree 
from UP in 2011 when he was already 46 
years old. This was because he got mar-
ried at the age of 19, then supported his 
family, raised and educated three children 
who are all professionals now, working in 

Go!  G.O.!
Boy de la Peña, Exodus BCGG

 Musical Notes

their own specialized areas. He had to 
stop schooling during these critical years 
of raising a family. He resumed his stud-
ies later and ultimately earned his degree 
30 years after he started as a college 
freshman.

How did Teacher Gerry manage? 
First, he took and passed the Civil Ser-
vice Examination. He then got employ-
ment at the Securities and Exchange 
Commission where he did clerical work 
and mentored the Employees Choir after 
office hours for six years. He spent five 
years also as Choir Master of St. Jo-
seph’s Parish in Quezon City, and more 
than ten years as a music teacher/trainor 
at Ryan Cayabyab’s Music Studio.

Teacher Gerry has brought his wealth 
of talent and experience alongside with 
his strength of faith in God to the Magis 
Deo Chorale. He has the exceptional 
skills of a music teacher, the patience to 
train “not young anymore” choir mem-
bers of varying backgrounds and eccen-
tricities, and the love to serve the Lord 
through music.

Teacher Gerry is multi-awarded and 
has a long list of popular compositions 
since he was 17 years old.

May God continue to 
shower Teacher Gerry with 
His blessings.

Teacher Gerry
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Rey Mella, Cana BCGG
 Spiritual Tidbits and Humor

Continued on page 21

At work we practice certain formali-
ties and protocols. For one, people are 
expected to be in the office at 7AM and 
must work for 8 hours. In between we 
take our lunch breaks. We work at least 
45 hours per week. And for managers, 
being responsible for the big stuff and 
paid higher than most, we are on call 24 
by 7. Everyone also has to show up on 
time during scheduled meetings.

People address their supervisors 
and managers with titles like Sir and 
Ma’am before their first names. Shop 
floor employees go through what we call 
the chain of command and have to go 
through their supervisors before they can 
speak to their managers. We have safe-
ty moments before the start of any big 
meeting to brief people about emergency 
procedures and locations of fire exits. On 
communications, we have shift huddles, 
daily operations meetings, weekly staff 
meetings, monthly leaders’ meetings, 
quarterly all hands meetings. On perfor-
mance reviews, we have dashboards and 
operations metrics, quarterly key perfor-
mance targets, annual objectives, etc.

During our quarterly operations pre-
sentations cost reviews, I have to explain 
the analysis of what happened to the 
numbers in the past quarters. I need to 
have a good story, justified and collabo-
rated by analysis and lots of numbers, 
based on acceptable standards.

When dealing with my boss and with 
my superiors, I have to choose my words, 
talk about the important stuff only and not 
be petty, and have to be formal during 
conversations.

All of the above are part of our cor-
porate decorum and expected behavior, 

 
 

and, if one is to be successful, one has to 
follow these set procedures and protocols. 
One must perform according to these rules, 
guidelines and expectations. Such is cor-
porate life.

______________

I recently quit the corporate life and 
now enjoy a certain degree of freedom from 
these protocols and formalities. I can now 
be truly myself and behave naturally espe-
cially at home with my wife and children.

However, in the community and out-
side the home, while I generally can also be 
myself as I have always been, I still need 
to choose my words with certain individu-
als whom I may not be so comfortable or 
at ease with. Being inherently humorous 
and generous with my jokes, I have to be 
selective with certain groups and individu-
als so as not to offend anyone or behave 
inappropriately.

With my God I do not need any of 
these protocols and formalities at all. I need 
not be concerned about how I act or what 
I say. My God knows me and accepts me 
for who I am.

______________

A prospective husband in a book 
store: “Do you have a book called ‘Hus-
band the Master of the House?’”

Sales Girl: “Sir, Fiction and Comics are 
on the 1st floor!”

______________

Recently we were in Chandler, Arizo-
na and during mass at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, I noticed that people dipped their 

fingers in holy water before making the 
sign of the cross as they entered and ex-
ited the church. People also genuflected 
before entering the pews. Bowing during 
a portion of the apostles’ creed was also 
practiced by everyone during mass. These 
were some of the things that were visibly 
different between their and our practices 
at mass.

But I am very sure that God looks 
kindly and lovingly at Americans and Fili-
pinos equally regardless of how we do our 
rituals and prayers.

______________

Someone asked an old man: “Even 
after 70 years, you still call your wife Dar-
ling, Honey, Love.” What’s the secret?”

Old man: I forgot her name and I’m 
scared to ask her!

______________

We recently shut down and closed 
our factory, the one that I lead. This is 5 
months earlier than my planned retirement 
from the company, something I agreed 
with my boss 2 years ago. So, while I was 
somehow prepared to leave and retire, I 
was not prepared to leave with my entire 
team as we totally closed down the entire 
operations. To see over 600 people losing 
their jobs and seeing the de-installation 
and crating of all of our equipment has 
been a very painful experience. The pain 
inside me is mine alone. 

In sharing this experience in our 
prayer meeting, I was reminded to reflect 
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No formalities ...
Continued from page 20

Rey Mella, Cana BCGG

Do not take life too seriously. You will 
never get out of it alive. 

– Elbert Hubbard
______________

The little boy wasn’t getting good 
marks in school. One day he made the 
teacher quite surprised.

He tapped her on the shoulder and 
said… “I don’t want to scare you, but my 
daddy says if I don’t get better grades… 
somebody is going to get a spanking…”

– academictips.org
______________

My reflection on the Indian movie 
Bajrangi Bhaijaan, an Indian drama film, 
shared with us by Fr. Manoling Francisco 
during our most recent retreat… 

It is about the purity of a man’s heart 
and his faithfulness to his God and in the 
practice of his religion. The storyline re-
volves around Brother Bajrangi, who has 

a magnanimous heart and who goes on a 
very challenging journey of taking a young 
mute Pakistani girl back to her homeland 
to reunite her with her family. 

Watching the movie was challenging 
– we watched it in two tranches for two 
nights, the movie was in Hindi and had 
English captions, something I am not fond 
of, worst, the screen showed only half of 
the movie – something was wrong with the 
download or the set-up.

Nevertheless, the message of the 
movie was not lost on the retreatants.

In this highly busy, materialistic world, 
the main character’s faithfulness to his 
God and his religion and his generosity of 
time was just very admirable and worthy of 
emulation. I know it would take a miracle 
for me to have done the same thing.

______________

“The most beautiful thing we can ex-
perience is the mystical. It is the source of 
all true art and science.”

– Albert Einstein

on the Lord Jesus’ passion and His pain 
for me. So, perhaps the closure of our fac-
tory was not just my pain but the Lord’s 
too. Imagining how much pain Jesus felt at 
the cross made mine more bearable and 
easier to carry. I am humbled.

______________

A teacher was lecturing on map 
reading.

After explaining about latitude, longi-
tude, degrees and minutes, the teacher 
asked, “Suppose I asked you to meet me 
for lunch at 23 degrees, 4 minutes north 
latitude and 45 degrees, 15 minutes east 
longitude?”

After a confused silence, a voice vol-
unteered, “I guess you’d be eating alone.”

– academictips.org
______________

At one of our Toastmasters’ Club 
meetings in my company, my colleague 
Arnel spoke on the topic of expectations. 
He mentioned three types of expectations:

• Expectations of oneself
• Expectations of others
• Expectations from others
I don’t remember anymore the details 

of what he said during his 7-minute pre-
pared speech, but what is clear in my mind 
is that expectations of subordinates drive 
better or higher performance levels. But, 
expectations of others also cause disap-
pointments and frustrations.

As an example, I expect my children 
to behave and when they don’t, I am upset. 
I expect them to perform in school and in 
their academics, and when they don’t, I am 
disappointed.

ssssssssss

All my three children swam com-
petitively. I know the competition was very 
tough. So, in order for me not to be dis-
appointed, I managed my expectations.  
To not pressure them (which would be 
counterproductive), I told my children be-
fore they swam at an event that they only 

needed to do their best. More often than 
not, they performed excellently and won 
medals during tournaments.

ssssssssss

When I was in the elementary my 
grandparents, uncles and aunts expected 
so much from me, to be No. 1 in the class, 
and I gave my best to live up to their ex-
pectations. So, I performed really well in 
class, and, in spite of my naughtiness, I 
was second in my classes from Grades 1 
to 6, and graduated salutatorian. 

I went on to be No. 1 in high school. 
Again, my uncle who hosted and took 
care of me in Dumaguete during my high 
school, provided me a home, supported 
my schooling,  communicated his expec-
tations of me without telling me directly, by 
bragging to his friends about how I would 
perform in school. I did meet his unspoken 
expectations.

ssssssssss

A scientist and a philosopher are be-
ing chased by a hungry lion. The scientist 
makes some quick calculations and says, 

Continued on page 22
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“It’s no good trying to outrun it. It’s catching up!” The philosopher 
keeps a little ahead and replies, “I’m not trying to outrun the lion, 
I’m trying to outrun you!”

– staging.laughfactory.com
ssssssssss

I know that I have a loving God. I know that He expects 
me to follow His commandments and listen to His teachings. And 
when I don’t, He provides an avenue for me to make up and rec-
oncile with Him. 

God’s expectations of us may not be directly communicated 
to us. At least He hasn’t physically spoken to me and tell me what 
He wants me to do in life. 

When we mature in life, we simply know and realize that we 
have a purpose to fulfill in this world and it is for us to manage 
ourselves and take the path to accomplishing what we need to do 
for God’s glory. 

It is really up to us to define those expectations for ourselves, 
and then do everything we can to meet them. 

ssssssssss

“Lower your expectations of earth. This isn’t Heaven, so 
don’t expect it to be.” 

– Max Lucado
ssssssssss

Outlandish Expectations
Reaching the end of a job interview, the human resources 

person asked a young engineer fresh out of a top university, “And 
what starting salary were you looking for?”

The engineer said, “In the neighborhood of 500,000 a month, 
depending on the benefits package.”

The interviewer said, “Well, what would you say to a benefits 
package of a 5-week vacation, 14 paid holidays, full medical and 
dental, company matching retirement fund to 50% of salary, and 
a company car lease every 2 years – say, a red BMW?”

The engineer sat up straight and said, “Wow! Are you kid-
ding?”

And the interviewer replied, “Yeah, but you started it.”
– Modified from www.funnyjunksite.com
ssssssssss

The greatest cause of anxiety is endless expectations.
--- Radhanath Swami 

ssssssssss

Josh Groban’s hit and inspiring song You Raise Me Up 
does not necessarily talk about expectations; it is more a declara-
tion of fact that God takes care of us.

“You raise me up so I can stand on mountains
You raise me up to walk on stormy seas
I am strong when I am on your shoulders
You raise me up to more than I can be.”
God takes care of us. He puts us at a higher level beyond 

what we believe we can. But, I thought to myself as I listened to 
the song and reflected on the lyrics: Isn’t that also my job? That of 
raising people up and inspiring people to be better than they are. 
I believe I have been doing that. So, it’s not just God’s job to take 
care of people. It’s ours, too.

I would like to leave this world better than before I was born. 
I would like to leave behind something that people can thank me 
for. I would like to depart and have people becoming better than 
before I engaged with them. That must be everyone’s mission in 
life. At least, I suppose that would be what God wants. It’s just 
my opinion.

ssssssssss

“Positive expectations are the mark of the superior personality.” 
– Brian Tracy 

ssssssssss

Two weeks ago I started a regular email to my friends en-
titled “unsolicited regular supplement of information and inspira-
tion to people.” I intend it to be a regular dose of 5 bullets of 
information and inspiration that make people’s lives easier to live 
and manage. 

The approach is not original. I copied it from the 5-bullet Fri-
day of Timothy Ferriss, the author of The 4-Hour Work Week, an 
inspiring book about how to live life to the fullest even when one is 
working and not wait for retirement to enjoy life. It is a productivity 
improvement book as much as it is a travel book. The book was 
one of my guides and inspiration on how I planned my eventual 
retirement. 

Every Friday, as one many of his subscribers, I receive a 
short email from Ferriss with 5 bullets about anything and many 
things under the sun – quotes, books, wine, readings, decisions, 
projects, new stuff, things he found interesting, things he is ex-
ploring, people he met or inspired him, etc. It provides leads and 
things to further explore and research on and stuff that inspire. 

This new endeavor of sending this regular email to people is 
consistent with who I am and what I want to do for others. It is a 
service-oriented writing and emailing.

The task is an inspired activity and something that I expected 
of myself. That’s just who I am.

Maybe there is nothing spiritual about it; maybe there is. I 
just want to make things better for people. I’m sure God would be 
pleased with me. I’m almost sure He expected as much from me. 
Nothing less.

ssssssssss

For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is 
from him.

 – Psalm 62:5

Continued from
page 21
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present can be nominated. There is no campaigning. Instead, 
the electors go into four days of Murmuratio: silent, meditative 
and prayerful discernment. The electors discuss one-to-one, not 
in groups, who is most capable for the position. On election day, 
each puts one name on the ballot. One cannot vote for himself. 
One who gets 50% of votes plus 1 vote, is elected to the position.

After Fr. James’ talk, the Magis Community elected three 
couples in place of the three outgoing Pastoral Council member-
couples.

Our Community Celebration mass followed. Fr. Anton 
Pascual, President of Radio Veritas, Executive Director of 
Caritas Manila, and Spiritual Director of Serviam Catholic 
Charismatic Community, celebrated mass. Fr. Anton’s homily 
was appropriately on servant leadership, and he shared how 
Caritas and Serviam served various communities. He reminded 
us that our purpose in life is to know, love and serve God, and 
he correlated life with various stages of servanthood.

Fr. Anton led us in a prayer for peace, and asked all to lift 
their hands upward and ask for the graces to flow. The prayer 
took on a rhythm, and the chorale and the community went into 
a resonant prayer melody of praise and petition.

Leslie Gatchalian, Psalm 98 BCGG

General Assembly ....
Continued from page 1

Magis Deo Golf Tournament - Forest Hills, Antipolo
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Calendar of Activities:  November 2016 - January 2017
November 2016 Venue Contacts / Sponsors
19 Sat Advent Recollection  San Carlos Lay Formation Center Central Sector, Formation Ministry,
 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM 3/F Multipurpose Hall Psalm 98 BCGG, Mt. Olivet BCGG
26 Sat Council Meeting  9:00 AM - 12 Noon Magis Office, 2/F Annex, RMT CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
December 2016
04 Sun Christmas Family Day 2016 San Jose Multi-Purpose Gym All Sectors
   Ateneo de Manila Campus, Q.C. Rico & Terry Lim 0917-5331677 /
    0925-8803095
10 Sat Council Meeting Magis Office, 2/F Annex, RMT CeFam Bldg. Magis Deo 426-7191
January 2017
07 or 14 Community Celebration  San Carlos Lay Formation Center South Sector
Saturday  3/F Multipurpose Hall

November Birthday Celebrants
2 Mina Tamera Mustard Seed
3 Vivian Ahyong St. Peter
3 Ciel Yap Corinthians
4 Nancy Palmario Psalm 98
4 Flor Peralta Exodus
5 Regz Dela Cruz ME Class 122
5 Ting Yupangco Transfiguration
6 Leony Escosia Mt. Olivet
6 Manny Gatchalian Psalm 98
6 Malu Panlilio Mustard Seed
10 Tina Mossesgeld Cana
11 Bing Brillantes Cana
12 Mennen Aracid Easter
12 Boy Dela Peña Exodus
16 Bambi Narciso Easter
17 Matt Pineda St. Peter
20 Noel Valdes Archangel Gabriel
22 Vicky De Guzman ME Class 121
23 Fr. Ruben M. Tanseco, SJ Magis Deo
24 Bogz Catangay Tala
24 Mariflor Reyes Mustard Seed
25 Ging De Guzman John
26 Belle Tiongson Corinthians
27 Ray De Guzman John
27 Aida Del Rosario James, Brother of John
28 Portia Eustaquio Genesis of David
29 Ethel Araullo Transfiguration

November Wedding Anniversaries
6 Danny & Vicky Mendoza Exodus
7 Jay-R & Leila Leccio Transfiguration
14 Fred & Cora Buenaventura Sirach
19 Roland & Belle Tiongson Corinthians
20 Chacho & Marlyn Angeles III Thessalonians
24 Bogz & Grace Catangay Tala
28 John & Claire Cambas James, Brother of John
30 Phil+ & Agnes Tumaneng Psalm 46-Samaritans

December Birthday Celebrants
1 Michelle Santos ME Class 121
1 Lilit Tumbocon John
3 Anne Alfonso John
3 Pauline Carvajal ME Class 122
4 Jason Sanchez Tala
6 Ricky Valencia Easter
7 Jhune Vinas Tala
9 Emma Jimenez Cana
10 Miles San Pedro Cana
11 Roxanne Espiritu Transfiguration
11 Jay-R Leccio Transfiguration
11 Eli Prieto Genesis of David
12 Mae De Veyra ME Class 121
13 Andrea Santos ME Class 113
13 Leo Soliman Corinthians
14 Ricky Consulta Mustard Seed

14 Easley Lariosa Matthew
15 Nelson Valencia ME Class 122
16 Fred De Guzman Agnus Dei
17 Zaro Pingol Matthew
20 Levy Espiritu Transfiguration
20 Rei Monterona Psalm 98
21 Ted Concepcion Archangel Gabriel
23 Vicky Babaran Magnificat
24 Daisy De Guzman Corinthians
24 Nina Yuson Sirach
25 Ian Vinas Tala
28 Noel Ventigan John
29 Carlo Santos ME Class 113
31 Bem Cadayona Prodigal 102

December Wedding Anniversaries
3 Boy & Elvira Lubguban Exodus
7 Seiko & Bambi Yaneza Thessalonians
8 Jaear & Larnz Briones Francis
8 Raymon & Rache Ebardo Tala
11 Ed & Sol Macalalad Mt. Olivet
12 Alex & Malou Caramat Francis
12 Ferdie & Sheila Joson Sirach
18 Jon & Kleng Cobico Thessalonians
18 Gene & Leony Escosia Mt. Olivet
18 Joey+ & Nina Yuson Sirach
19 Mon & Glo Umali Magnificat
20 Jojo & Rhea Gaddi Prodigal 102
20 Philip & Malu Panlilio Mustard Seed
21 Randy & Cecil Rivera Song of Ruth
22 Bert & Remy Castro Easter
22 Rey & Lucy Mella Cana
22 Tony & Bambi Narciso Easter
22 Carlos & Ruby Pizarro Corinthians
23 Josephus & Emma Jimenez Cana
26 Rey+ & Nitz Eslava Psalm 46-Samaritans
26 Paul & Nette Puthenpurekal Easter
27 Patrick & Janice De Guzman ME Class 121
28 John & Malou Ronquillo James, Brother of John
28 Noel & Yayette Ventigan John
29 Andy & Belen Mangahas St. Peter
30 Bobby+ & Marcia Balderas Archangel Gabriel
31 Rufo & Louren Dacanay Song of Ruth
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